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RECOhD OF COiNLRSATIONS BETNEEN DELEGATI ON OF 
LITlfiJANIAN•A.J.J:;RICANS AIID THE i'Rl!.b [Ll:JlT DURllW CALL 
OF TH!S GROUP Oil TdE .lRL:.ID£;,T TO THANK HI.J FOR 
Hl6 STAl>D .. ;:U;,N LITHUANIA YIAOJ AH.IEXJ::D BY RU~:>IA, 
J..JID TO ¥~~T HUI ,HTH .:.0 lb LITHUANIAN TRINiG...TS . 
OCtoBER 15, 1940. 

" -.,. 
.::.r<i::.JI.KER OF GROUP: ..tr. Pre::.1detJt, tills delegation are 
loyal A.ler can citizens, first, last :u.d always . We are 
sons of A:llerica but we feel tMt we a re sons of Lithuania 
as well . We cun be sons or both. 

I woulU like to -w.i(e a statement ;;ith reference to 
Lithwmia . t.1robably I hll.u better not , bec...ause I think you 
know it. 'i'ne world .ltnows of Lithuania, her loues, her 
difficUltles . I tidnA tll:lt I would better dispense with 
the conditions Wlder wn1ch1 as you .lt<> ted, Lithuania. 
te::l.•or ur1ly has lost her lneepenaence, or it wa:> suspended. 

\.'je feel, tolr . i're:!'luent, trutt .. tum Lithuania t«!.a or.arily 
lost thht independence that other nations who hau. reco&nL .. ed 
her 1n the big family of nations should n.ave t..«:en some 
stand with r efer ence to that Russian grab, blWltly speaking . 
However, nothing was done . The eyeD of Li t huuninns or 
America wer e turnea towards those other Del3ocracies that 
still reCI&in in Euro Je , and our eyes were turned to you, 
ib' . Preaiuent, for an ex1•ression. So::letL.e elapsed before 
any expression was .wde, but •nen you, llr . t're .. h:E:nt, staLed 

~~e tk!i~!!r~e ,~~~:~ t S~~~h"fo~~~e~~;;;t~/!;erence 
Lithuanians her e 1n A.J.erica, a.s no aoubt it u1a to the 
Lithuanians or Lithuania. It brOUbilt ne7 Ito. es to us, 
th~t ~ so•e day Lithuc.nia fo:ill ttr.ke her ;;lace allOn& the 
other nat len s . 

bo1 it .LS with that thought, !Jr . PI'esiaentJth.at 

~~~~ J!h~~~e y~~~v!0 e!~~~~ss,~o: ~~~!ti~d~i~c~
0~i ~~r r!~:r-

ence to these countries which have , as you st3tea, lost 
their inde , endence tem1 orar1ly. IVe have . repnred this 
scroll and we wis!l tnnt you wou..t.a accept it 1n the s,·irlt 
t h...t we alve it , wiUJ. tue thu~~ilt that lie are expressing 

~~~ ~!n~:~e;~r a~~~e~~!;~o~~~! :~~ ~:e 1~on~~ ~!.!.only 
;osition that Lithuani a stands in. On benal! of tnia group, 
ami ~rticularly on .:JY own behalf 1 I ·•ant to wish to you 
:nany, lllany years of good heulth and success in the 
aUoinistr otion of the affairs or th~s cow1try . 
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T.;0;. z<EU.~IDE..,T .,J,S TH.tJ1 t>fU:..iEioTt.t h.U1, tt'i'RitoG OF A.mLR BUDS 
A liD A SCROLL: 

TILl:: PRE~lDDiT: - i'erfoctly lovely acber. Well, you will 
probably see a rhotogra pil or my wife l'.&aring thia. 

I t~c very :l.;Jprecia:ive anu, or course, as you know , 
Lithuania eventually, in the end of t his war, 1s going to 
be recognized as a nation Just as ouch. as a grea t aw.ny 
:l:lllller countries . We th.ink of Lithuania here as CO:lparatively 
a a . .aall country, but we twve a great :nany A::lerican Republics 
which. a r e s~ller than Lithu.nnia, and we insist on thea uin­
ta.ining their inc.ependenee . TaKe San tialvaoor' and. ot!\er 
a.::~.~.ll countries in Centr tl.l and ~uth A.:.eriell - - sull poJ>Ula­
tions but an absolute right to their orm rights . I t will be 
a lon& ti ... e before tt.at can be applied to t.le S.:lt.ll nations 
of Eurot-e , bu t in t,.e lo<~g run we huve •ot to allow people 
who prefer to :aaintain a nation or their or.n, to Co so. And 
t slllt is wnat we are all workinl for, anc1 that is why I s.o.y 
it s only a te!ll, ornry s uspension of independence ana we will 
have Lithwmia back on the :lap. And you '·ill unucr stand 
that I know how you feel, ns my cncest ors ca~ here further 
b&ck than yours , but nevertheless , I aa a n A..•ericnn, but 
I have a feelint; !or t .• e lleth rlu.nds -- it is a sentirnentt.l 
feeling . I ..-ran't t.~e iu<1e,•enoence of t !1e Netherlunds . It is 
the sa It! thing exactly. Uy mother 1 s family Co<JeS fro111 ~~ 
"" Bel81wa, and I have the sa.ae feeling about the inceJ)endence 
of Bel(liwa ana ttw. t it will bo restored . 

Ithas been gr;..:.hd to see you. 



RlX:ORD OJ' CO!m:RSATIONS B!."nfl:IN IlZI.J:GA.TIC!I OF 
Ll1HUA.HIAN-<UID:IC.Am AMD TKE PIU:SIDJ2<T DURING CALL 
OF THIS (ROUP (!I 'l'HK PR!SID!IIT 'ro TfW!K HD!: J'OR 
HIS STAND WliiQ< LmruANIA WAS AlmEXED BY RUSSIA., 
AID TO PR!SlJll' lllll WI'm S<la U'ft!UANIAN 'l'Rnoo:TS 

OC\ObU' Ul, 1940 

are lo,.l ~r1QtoD e1U%ea, t1ra\, laat. ed •l•J•· Wa are 

ao~:~e ot A:!lartea but. we t•l t.hl.t. .. are aona ot U\ht~~~Dia •• 

well. Wa can be eoDe ot both. 

I would like t.o uke a at.tr.t.ft'llnt wtt.h r etel"'DU to LUhu-

anta, Probab}¥ I ba4 bet.\el' DOt., beeauae I t.hlrJc you lalow 1\. 

'!'!!.a 110rld lalowa ot L1th•nta, her lo .. ea, her 41tt1eult1ea. I 

\hln.k ttat. I would betur dilpl.l!.ll wttb the oond1UoDa under 

wh1eh, •• 1011 ate.te4 , L1tblllln1a tecpore.rtlr haa loat her 1114•-

VI hal, ltl". Prutdant, tbot. when Lithuania t.cpor&ril)' 

lOit t hat. 1114epelldenee tb&t othr oeUona who bad l"'C08J11&e4 

her in tU bis taaib' ot ntiona abould be...-a tataa •- a~ 

DOt.blD& •• do~:~e . The I'J•• ot L1 thuaaS&nl ot ~rice. ware 

turned to'of!U'da thoee other DcO<Irlloilla tta t etlll rc.tn ln 

Euro~, aQd our eyea were turned t.o )'011 , u:r . Prea14ent, tor an 

e:qxraadOD · S<ma tW elapaad betora BDl' a:qxraaaloD "' ll:l&da, 

but wbea you, Cr . 1Tea14eat., fl.lted the policy ot the Uhited 

Statea Golra~t wJth rete:reaee to \bat \ID.laWf\11 (p'flb, 1\ 

brou,sht creat. bo~a t o u a L1t.buan1&na bare ln ~rtea, aa no 

doubt. U 414 to the L1 thue.ntane ot L1 thuanta. It bl'O\Iiht .new 

hop .. to u a , that 101!11 day Lttbuanta will take her place 1&0118 



tr&nllhn D. Roo.e•elt L1rrary 
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the other -.Uolle. 

so , it h with tMt tboupt, Ur . Pre.t4ent., ttwlt .. cc.. 

you hel'e take11: your toretca policy with reter11nee t o t heee 

m1ahtrat1on of the ette.ire or thle coWltey . 

('l'be Prel1dent ••• then pre .. nted wi th Ill 11trtna or 
Uber be&oh and 1 110rol1. ) 

'rHE FRISIDm'l': Pertectlt lonly -ber. Yd l, you will probablJ 

... a pbotoqaph or 1117 wtte w.-rtng tbil . 

I ag "''l'l' appreotat.he aDd, ot courae, •• you uc., Utbu-

anta wnutually, tn the ead ot tbll -r, 1a 801DS to be recoc-

Dized •• a a.auoa Jua'C •• a:uch •• a great lllllfiY -.uer COUJI.trlee. 

Lithuania, and WI t neilt on them ma1nta1D1Jli t heir 1Dd.eponde11ce. 

Take SaD Saln.dor Uld otblr ...... u countries tn Central arul South 

rl&bte. It will be a loa& U M befor-e that ca:~ be applied to 



_,_ 

the ~1 JI&Uoae ot :lurope, but 1a the loas nm • • h••• cot 

to eUow people, no prater to Mint.ia a llAUon or t.hell' owa, 

t o do 110 . A.Qd that 1e wt.t we a re ell work10B tor, and that 

18 wey I aay it 11 ollly a tR~pC~ra:ry w epnaion or iadepenc!enee 

an4 - •111 bll'fe LlthUIIDi a back on the 1111p . An4 rou will u.nder­

et tuul that I know hew you feel, •• my enceatora came here fUr­

t her back ttllul JOW'I but, nnertbel eaa, I II;DI. an A.aer1 caa, but. 

I baYe a r.au q tor the Net ber l.IIJI4e -- u. he aeata.atll 

teelln&:. I -.nt the 1-adepeadeoc. of the Net herle.Dda. l't b 

the .- tb1~~& ex.aC\lJ. }.!)- .otber ' a tamly c«:otl tl'OII klc1,., 

IIJid I ban t he aace fMl 1J18 about 'Chi 1n4epeudeDCe ot Beletw., 

and t b&t u. will be r11tored. 

It he.a beea f5"IO.d to ue you . 
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