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I NI"''n:.:..L m:.wt.'t. 01 THt.?Rl'SI DEllr 
ON THE OC~IO>,OF THE LAYUG OF THI COP Jkj'OI\1: , 

HYDI p,J\X -O~.'r OFFICE, 
HYDI PJ.rJC, N.Y. , 

.;ov:JXaER 6th, 1940 

I am s t andi ng herf'with ruther mixed reeli)\;e today 
beor.uee, ei noe I w_e a eaulll boy, the litt le old i'OSt office , 
ei t he r t here or n ext door w .. e a reo.ture or t he Vi lleve. Ho1 evt 
t hinpe; have cbanaed and v11th our i nore!:.eiOG popula tion the Po t 
Office Depttrtment felt , ae \1''8 aey in t h e Navy , thtl "'' r~ted a 
ne~ bu1ld ill6 - so here i t 18 . 

Por soc.e or you 11110 don' t know the tull .. tory a bout thit
build.ins, I think it 1 orth ·bile to ct.ll attention to the hct 
th t e ho:n tried here in Dutche County to copy in our ~ove:·n
ment buildi~s soce old h18torlc buildln_.r-e" clo~ ely u t~o'e o. n . 

The oo;jt office in Pou,r)lkee~sle 1s resll y ton enlt.rloed 
version ot t he old Dutche~e County Court Hou.;e ttw.t taken dOI''D 

neerly a century E.t;o . The Oulldl~ t<t Wttpoineers 7 llfl le very 
eilrllar t o t h e old Mesler hOillestead . The po!!t office in Rhinebeck 
18 a re,.,lice or the old Beckl'llun Houo.-e tbL.t "'toe built flbout 170 
d own neor the Ri ver. 

When v.e cruae to the 'Drobletl or Hyde Pr•rK , \'e trif'd very 
hard t o e-et a pi ct ure of the old etoutenburgh home~ teud th. t tood 
v.ithi n thu ~er:ory of :<Ollie oeonle nO\ llvinf, oveT he"fi on thf' brow 
of the h i ll , ebout e. bloc!! and a half ··•· t or here . But e couHJ 
not get e ree.l pi cture or ·bet it looked llk-o ; lt ell hec.r-
eoy. v.·e did find, bo .. evtr, a pen c.nc!l ink sketch tb.t ,.,_.done by 
u.r. Sexton 6-bout seventy or e1Ebt:; yer rt eo ot the ori it.o.l old 
John &rd bou::.a thet tood, till tar , s e t" n Jr.f'ke out , •bout h lf-
M Y bet•:.een St • .Tc.:ae31 Church oM tb~ V&nde:-bllt ~rn. It "~ 
e. v ery intere ttn _ketc!l bee u<-e it .b.ot:ed not r"e:-ely ~he ~un~ 
pl a n nc1 the elev:.tion of "' bulll!in th t looked jut-t Hke thh' 
- - except it .b. o f \,ood - but it -.leo &ha. ec! the root' 1 n, end 
the root or thi: bulldir.• 1s c uite uni~::ue . 

The Bo.rtl Hou e .ar~ buil t , "" I re:::~ernbe,. the date, bout 
1760 , end the r oot line is tound only in t >·O or three other bu1'tHr.-f' 

!~o~~i~ 166~:J · ih I~ e~lh~~~r~~~~~~ !;vi~c~ P!~ie ~r dt~0-~t~o~~~~I ~r , . 
t h t<t plan ot the old 8..1N hou£e, except th:..t thiP. butldlnt. 1· in 
s t one. 
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As you knOW", the &.rd place up bereis prob.:-bl:r the oldes t 
eztete tn the north thc t batt been kept ae &n e::;tate for nor r l y 
t \ o hund r ed ye r a and under mo!lt careful eupervls1on o ni o&re • 
.And no.¥ pc.rt or it ht~s , one to the United States Goverrm.ent . 
Thereby v.e OOI!l!teir.OJ."a te not rneroly t toeeaot that J ohn Bard wt~.a the 
sr"ndeon or the or it;inal patentee or the land north or the Creek 
and c a lle4 it Hyde Pa rk i n honor ot the Hyde ra~~J.ly 4 - Lord Clt"rendon 

~t~:~1:. ata!:8~o~~~o~: ~~; !1!~~:c~~~~!i·~~~ ~~~v~:;:.t l!cn•s 
pertner , \'.ho owned e. pb_ce up here , Dr. De;,.id Busey , ani the tv·o 
r.:~lter La~dons, r a ther and con. ADd, in our rece:1t mror y , 3o 
wac l:r . Pred Ve.nderbilt . 

J'r<r. the n.a..,.e o! th~t s r : tt. up there , the Vlll!>ze ret~ ttl' 
r'l.'U"te, Hyde Pa r::, ;:J.nd E'O •• e cc..n see the ao•·roi>r16.tene~a in b e: .. tna 
thia new pos t otrlce copt~ &1'ter the old J'ohn Eard Roune . 

I don' t think l<"O need eny :nore ce=-:ony, ex cept tha t I would. 
1 tke to thnnk the me n t.nd the contr~>otors o.nd the builde"~ 3lld the 
nrch1teot who t. er e respomtlble for thlo v ery l ovely buildt nc-. 

I think i t i ll l u:::t us tor u GOOd many years to como nnd 
all or us i n Hyde Parle ore very proud to have thi r new poo.t oft'tee. 
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! o.m standing here with re.1her mixed feel ings today bccau~:~e 
since I '!rn.s a srJall boy , the l.tt.le old post office, either thul·~ 

~~~:~ =~~r rl~ ~u~·~~~~~.~in:n:o~!~f~~ th~0;~:~r6r~~~.~~~-
•ent r elt, LS 1:"6 sr:y in the Navy, thaL "aO rated c.. ne.- building 
-- ao here it is. 

Por sollle or you .. ho don 1 t know the f'ull story abo:.tt this 
bU.UdJ.n&, I think it 1a worth chile to call attention to the 
t ct .at we have trie..: here in Dutchess Cow1ty to copy 1n our 
co•crnm.;mt buildlnss some old his torte buildinl: u clo. ely as 
we can. 

nte post office 1r.. P.;;ughlceepsie is re<olly e.n eJ.].arged verllicm 
or the old Dutche!:s County Court Hou. e that 1:as tliken do•n neat•.~..) 

~o c~g!u~d a;~;ie~'h~o~!~~!~ •\~!P~~~·~fr~~!1in 1~~~t.~~i~~~ 
r&iJliC'o. of the old BePlwnn House thnt was built about 1700 down 
ncnr the River. 

Vthen we co::~e to the problez:a or Hyde Park, •• tr.led very h• u 
to aet a picture or the old Stoutcnburbh homestead that stood 
•i ~h1n the ~:oeaory or some people no• 1.:..v1ng over here on the oru .. 
of the hill, about e block and a hail weet of here. But e cou.1o 
not aet. a real picture or wtu;.t it looked like; it. wr..s all hear-
sey. 'tie C.id ! lr.d , ho"ever, a pen an4 ink sketch that was done 01 
llr · rnton about seventy or al,£hty yenrs ago or the oria;inal o.La 
J ohn &rd house that stood, as r.c.r os •e can a:.ke out, about n.-..l.l
wuJ be't"ecn St. J ames• Church 1a.l"Ld the Vander bilt barn. I t was 
a very interesting !ketch beco.uoe it shOWed !:ot ac r ely the aruwu •• 
plon and the elevation or a buildin& that looked Ju~t like thiu 
- - except it wns or woC'd - but it also sho•ed the roof plan, 
and the roof of this building is quite unique. 

•'he Bard 1:1ouse 1111'1.8 bu'lt, a't .1. remember the date, about 1'/uO, 
an<l the roof line is found only in two or three othflr buil~ing!l 
in this coWltl')' . 1n other words, it 1!1 a piece of architecture 
or about 17b0 thnt is wall 1r0rth preser ving. .nll 'l'e did wcto t..• 
copy thnt ylan or the old B&rd bouna, except that this bulldin& 
is in stone. 
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As you know, the }jard. place up her e is probabl.7 t he olde:t 
ec.tate 1n the north that has been kept as an estate t or net r l.y 
two hundr ed years aud urAer ao<ot cnretul supervi sion and car e . 
And no• pert ot it hu gone to the Unit ed States Government. 
'''her el!J 1'8 eo.cm:.e.-orate not merely Ule t • ct t hat John Bard t:aa 
the gr"l"d30n of the original patentee of the land n urth 01 tne 
Creek a •. ~ cnlled i t Hyde l"trk in honor of t he Hyde family --
Lord Cle.nndon in Lngland at that t1.11e -- but al3o because he , 11 
a very great naturs l ist. His son, too, ,.;as a great naturalbt., 

1 
as were his son ' s ':)Ortner, 'llho o•.aed to 1}lace up here, Dr • r.nvlu 

~ul'J -=-m:Ol'J~e s!r~5 •i:;~r 1-'~~~~~er~~i~~r nnd son. And, in u.1· 

!"r.., the r:nLe of that grt. .t up tl~ere , the Vi.;.lage •eta ita 
name, Hyde Pe.rk, r.r.c! so we cc.n at. the u¥ .ropriateness in h.II.Yiu~ 
th!a new XJSt o!'flce copl~d aft ·r tlle old Jo}'.n BLN Boune. 

1 don ' t ~ir..!i: ~c need &'rJ ~re ceremDIJ¥, except that I'"""'-'-" 
like to t oar. the z:en Gnd t.~o contr .. ct..: rs and the bUilders and 
t:1o erchitect 11ht> were res n~lble or thh very lcve:y builci!lf; . 

I think it •ill last us f<•r a o d tt.nny ~ et.r~ to co~c a 
all of u: in Hyde P: rk are very proud to ha·.·e t.1ts nc., p !'t CIJ. 

J* * ........... .. 
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J • l to&nd.i"f here rlU. nU.cr al.J<..t tltCli.Ap tod&:r bC!Cnta, 
llnu 1 ,., 1 r..all bo:r, U.r l.lU.l.~oldpo&toft1co, ait.hw U.a-o 
or nod doer, •• a t c.awre or u,, nl~IO• l~n. U>iftp ""'" 
ctwlf:edandr.l.\11 0\lrincrudn; pop<l.IUOI'l u,, PottOttict Depf;J"1,
..,t. f..lt-, u we n :r in tlla !WI")', U•u '1'0 rat.:d a ,....,. bu..lldin& -
tohor• hh. 

For...,, of )'011 d>o t:on't. k,.,.,... U.e 1'11.1-\ t to17 ~bollt. thh 
t ... Udtnc, I t.h1~ 1t u -=th •i11la ~ c~U u t.cnUM t.o tho n et 
t.hat "~ II&Y I tried 11111'0 in :.11\.ChDol COWl\:' t.o OOPJ' 1rl Ollt toYCTn
aont. Wild~- old hlnoric t111llli"f11 •• cloulr u we can. 

ttlt~to!l'1cc1r.l'o¥cl>ltctpt,ic 1troo.l.\7.,.CIIIlur«!Yon1on 
of the ol<!. Doot<:h....., C"""'t.7 Court !'out. U.n ... Uk., dom narl:r 
t<:tCft\11!7&&0· Tbcbu.!UlJic n'~pp111C"n hll.llt ¥1H')'tlailar t.o 
\.'It' old .l!edr.r l:too:.lt '-'<1. n>a po.t otncc 1n llhlnobeo::ll b • ropllea :f .. :~ old •~ :!ouc Wt ..... t.••.ll\ lboolt. l'lCIO cMoQI _,. W 

~lUll W<. e&l t.o ~ p:Wl• Of !IJd• hrlc, .... tried 'fer:'" llet'd. t.o 
~a picwn o.! the old S\0\lt...,..~ h-.o~ U.u ti.O<Id rU.hln 
t.'I••'*'I'J'O! -.t;>"";>lt.....-Urt.."'COY'..rh""'., u.cbrocofthe 
hill , •bo<l.t a hloel<.n4 a N.U.-<Atothcrc. ht., ... conld""t t~t 
a r<o&l picwrc or""'-' it look<AI 1111:•, u.- tll ~>•n•:r· \.a did 
lind, """"'r• • ~ L"l<l 1r'.lc t liM.c:h ~\ ru don• b7 llr. SCJC\on abo~:\ 
IC~o;l'lt7 or deo'ltl' yaan aCt> of t.ht or-lr.nal old JoM tU'd loouac :.lin 
tt.ood, "~r •• wc c:n c:skc Ol t, ~t litH~ b~t..-u:.• St. Ju .. • 
Cllllro~ &nd u,, VJ.nd.utilt t.orn. !t "' • UJ7 int~uu"' •'ut.ch 
b .. alitc H thalo..S not ..,rcl;, t.'lrlf'O\'nd pbn ~nd Ult Ut.,.tionoft 
blitl(lin~ Uln looked "'3\ like t ll11 ·- ....Oq>\ it ru o! wood - but 
u tllo llhor.;Cid t.ht r"~f;>L>n, >.-..! tl'.trootor t.hU blilldlnc 11 QV.H • 
"niquo. 

'nlotarc.kout.r.NMH, ul re~:~Giob<T\l'oo.S.to,tbout l760, 
In!! Ul~ ...,.,r lin; to fau..,.; ""1: ~ t·:o or ll r .<r oUu;r bu.lldl:~p ill 
t:l\11 0011n~·. 1ft ot':. r •or< .. , H a 1 ~.>e& of trcllltocW:o or 
tbo!Ot 1'7«1 ~t It "'"ll u•ot.h ;-r.-u·¥!."1• 1U tO <!14 wu to e<>pt 
~~~~n of l.;lfl old :~ Mooao, -""'"P' U..t 1.1'.!. b<ll.Ldifls h 1."'1 

u,....u.a.·, l.!I•P.udl'l-••_,ll...-.u~ll't.'lcol.4•t .,.... 
!Ate:.:. Ulc I>O:"'.J: \U~ 11u kM llopt .. .a a~IA\<. for- Marl,. t.., 
hllnl!r..d :-&1"01 ~-.!; o:::>Oi"T """'t cud'lll np<:rrtll.on U.S ean. A.lld """ 
partofltt_.ttontl.oU...t!a1\odSu.t -.Oo¥........,t. ther olrJ' •:a 
~tt :oot ,.,...].l' u.c ~t tnu JMa taN., ~ vanos- or 
Uoc wt&tnal ::<~tor>tH of tho lMd north of t.ht Cr"* tnd o;.o.U-' it 
11)'11• Pl.l"'< 1n bonor of tho ~)'II tail:- Lord Cle.rfton In ~ 
at \hat t.1ae - bot Uto boct\111 hi ru • "'" v•t nllt.u.nol11t. 
I!U ton, too, ,..,rr.,.tnoot<lrtlitt, .. nthilton' lpn·tn~r. ~ 

""'"cdtplaccu.p l•ei'C,~r. Dnlcl~'••tndU."t""'' 'ltorL.tncdont, 
t:IU.•onci•Ofl. 1nd,l,ourr.;,ocnt. -ry1 to t." llr.h'adVuldcrbHt, 

rNa Ulc ,_, of tnu UMt ~' u.,...,, u.o 'llll.llct c~t• h • 
._•,ll)'le hrli:, ar>!•o"<.c:anlot U.~•wroprltt-•lnh..,t,. 
U.il 1111'11 po•~ otrtc~ COJli-'1! 1!\..r th• ol4 .1oM brd !lou••· 

1 don't. thil'llr. wt nocd aey IIOf ol ;..,._,., ao.-p~ Ula~ I ~cl 
Uloo to Uo...:O: 1:11~,...- u.~ oontriC:UOrt and l.llu W114tn tncl 1:MI 
'"*'!t..ct mo ,..,...., rcepoMlbl~ tor tl>h •aor lou lt bW.l4lnc. 

!lll.l.'llllt•1.U latL .. torlcood....,,_... to_ltll!ill 
ot u !n ~!,de l'arl: u . .,-rs r:out to "-"o 1.1111 ...- po~t attic.. 
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r.-u .. D. -.n Lt...., 

fth I I I 1~W»C>PI·I- t17 U.. tblt. 
-· ot-ar"~r ,...,. •u •• ,.,_ 
110\ H lllttlll tb~ '''' U.. OT""'da• ... 
.a4o. tlllt'••l!nnu: •·~ -~···•~ 
oat .. ,..,• 17• I~ ap•e•l-lJ' 
F<f"~'~ ; co· I • . t<...r.. In ,.....,:;......,ve• t .. u.,.>U. .. 
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I:WCIWLL ~ r. 'ftiii'II&IIUIT 
OB tD OCWIO. Ill' !9 UnlD r. na: CCUEIStdll, 

l'.'te na: POll CJrlCit, 
~!'I.IX, :I. T., ~ 
~:.e.tlo, l-)40. 

I U.ot&l>clla&Mrorlth roU..r.t•odfMUJ~io toc1q 
"-'-'"• olnoo I ... , • -u bo:,·, U.. Uttlo old p41t otfloo, 
onlwr tlloro or .....t door -a & to&t:uro of tM 1'11114• • H.,....er, 
tlllnr,o ""'"' oh&nctod om ll'!.t:. our IMNUIDJ ,.l•Uoa tho Poe~ 
ottiooo.p.rt:.ont tolt, u .... qlnthol'f.Y)',thot ....... :toda 
.,..bull4h& - oo hero H h . 

ro~ .... oP Y"" ..-:..,"""'~know thot f11ll otory obollt thh 
~·UU~~G, I thin!: U 11 worth •1-.lle to oall o•.~ontlo" to thot fut 
tll~t .,. h..,o trlod he~ 111 llllt.ohuo ~ou•tr to oo;or tn .,... P'""•.,_ 
,..~W.Udl"'••ca•oldMo•orlebul141=¥: -• doool.'fu,..oa:1• 

Thopo•tottle...tn~~MJ'Ileh ... ll.'fuOIIl~od 
nrdoa ot u.. oH tl'>te&u eounv CouM. Jlwoo \a>1t •• tobn 
._ aoul.7 • ••t>uy ......... n.o wu.ulll' ot t~~~opptll(Ore Wh 11 
""' 11•.11.,. to tho ol4!'.oohr...._•toe~. n.o ,oot ottto.b 
ltliMIIoook h • ropll-. or tho ol4 -lc:all llou.oo tlo.t.t -· INlh •"""t 1100.__,.~ IIY-, r . 

.,... .. •- to tho p.WI- f/1 IIJdo ?'t.rt:, - ~rl-o4 
nryharl!tor.ot apletu.rootthoo141touloolboorl;ll._ot_ 
tlt.).t IJloo4 'l!t.\b. tho_.,. of- pooplo- lhlac onr l>ort 
• U. b..- or tho hill, o.bot.lt obloet..,.. o llo.lt .. ,tat hero • 
..,, __ 14natcet&r-lploboroof.,...tUlool<o4lU:II U 
-• oll IleuM¥· 1':0 did tl:.l, ""'-._r, a pon 10114 111: 1htc>h tho.~ 
,.., 4- by 1:1'· So-ton •t.>-•t '"onty or tlO>~ ,. ... re qo of tllo 
orl&h•l old Johll aU(! llolloo tm~ •too4, u rr.r u .. G&JI Mol<• 
Ollt,lbouth&ttw.ybo-n st. J-•• clv.o..oht.Jiilthfv&n~:~ubllt 

bar"' tt-.•••orylato"otl~ototol•"o..,_ooitl~ not 
.. ,..~,y tl>&;roul>llrl"'-" """' thool<'l'lt.tlonO:&bu.UUilf_ tll&t 
lootot4 j11ot lU.ottJ.• - or.<ee'l't It"" otwoocl ·· bu.t" o.loo 
ohoootd the ro .. r ~lan, omtl..-.·rvo: o. ti,h \lulldlq 1o ~Ito 
lll'll.l!U• · 

nw liar<! :!col••- lloi.U~, "-' l ........ tho 4oto, """"t 1~&.0, ud u.e root a,. h ~- 001~· tn"" or Woo 
oU..rbldl4lalohlt..'11ec.ou:l'.:r,.· , lftot.:.orwol'ft, hlt& pl
otarohl.toowrootd•wt l W.Otll.-t ll .. ll "Wtllrrooo"IIIC• 
.a.u .. <114-... to.....,: t.,..,~ ~~""or t.lt.> ol<! aN-.. ... no:opt 
U•t thh Mit.~ h b •"'-• 

.U 7- blow, U.. ~..-.! nl- • )lo..re h ~rot.l:>l7 I:M 
o14o'~ uh~ hi tho rooM:. ttathoo.olo< ;,!<ooptoo u .. tot.o tor 
_,17 - lau•:lrocl )'Mrl &104 atld"r -t hrel\ol ...,.rrltlOA 10:>01 
ouo . w-r~otlthoo.oco:>Oto~!Mltellstot .. oo .. uD
.. t . !hor·b· .. ~oto•n .. ,.I.U..t&Ot"'otJo~at.J'II. 
-• U.. r;r&tldoonot thoorltl:l&l:OO.;.tiiVOot U..IL"OO!nrth ot 
tho Crooll""""' ullocll~ lf:Y<!• "'Lrt lal'l«.or of tho JI;,..So r...d.l)' 
LoN Chro1>4oa ill l':l>•lo:ol ot that tU.. •· Wt oho ""-" ho 
wu • .,.~ry (;too.t ,..t,r&lht, hh oon, too , ... • 1~•t ,..tur&l• 
lot, &II.,.,... hla ooa•o r•rtncr, .t>o OWMd. • ~hoo "!> lloro, Or. 
Oo.d411\110)' , 0n4~two'l:io.lt.orl.t..ociono,tatllor....Soon . ,1,.'14, 
lnoo.rrooont-ry, oo ... •tr . "roci.Val>llcr~llt, 

r r ""' t..\o ,_ ot tllo.t r.f&l!lt lOp tlwN, til& YIUoc- (OU 
ttl..._, ~do 1'~, ""'<! '" .. 0011 ooo U.. •~- "pr!.&to•u In 
lw-rlDrtl>.lo-~otoN'to .. o"P'-"&t'to.rtMol4Jobalo.NKouoo. 

l dOA• t tll.iW we 1MH. VV .. ,... "~'• -~ tlu.t 1 
-14 Ul:o to th••* tlle - W U.. -trwtoro Nld \M Rl14ort 
"""'-~U'WJ.to<et..._. .. ,...,...,,.,DdblotorWooor;·lonlJ'booll4lac. 

lt.."\\nl:ltwUlllllt"of<W& ..--.,.)' .. uto

:O:t:!~ flLIIO l1111)'<1o~ ...... ....,.., '""" &o """ Wlit -poa\ I 
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