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At this Christ~astide of 1940 it is v.·ell for all 

hWl8.111tY t:) remind itself that 111'h1le this is 1n its naze 

a Chrt.:~t1an celebration, it is participated in revorentlr 

and h"pp1l7 b7 hundreds of 111.1111ons of peoplo whO nre 

member:~ of other reli&ions, or belong actively to no church 

at 3.11. 

The reu:Jon is not Cnr to soek. It t.s because the 

spirit of unselfish service personified by the lire and the 

tenchin&s of Christ JUkes ttppea.l to t he tnner eon3clence 

tlnd hop411 or every un nnd every •oean in every par t o r the 

earth . It transcends in the ultia.'lte all lines of' r nce, 

of habitat , of nation . It lives in the m.idst or war, or 

slavery, of conquest. It survives prohibitions a11d dect"ees 

and force . It is llJ1 unquenchable Spring of Prol&ise to 

husanlty. 
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S()llletillles ..-e who b&ve lived throU&h the s trifea 

and the hates of a quarter century wonder if thiS old 

world or ours has abandoned the ideals of the Brotherhood 

of Yan. Sometimes we ask if contention and anger in our 

~r< 
oy,n 111idst 1n America • ..., a portent of diSunion and disuter. 

Someti.es we fear that the nlfishneu or the individual 

11 aore and more controlling 1n our Uves. 

When we a re in thoM•oods it is hard for us to keep 

from putting our tongues in our cheeks when 11'8 say "Werry 

711ttl 
Chratms" -- for~ we think 1.n thoughts of futility and not 

or hope. A few people are cynics all of the tice; 301118 

people are cynics part of tbe time; but most people keep 

their faith aost of the U••. ,-
That is why ., .• ~ keep on str1V1n& for 

a better a nd a more happy world. 
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Crlala aar beget eLs ::: t~ 
progreu underneath does not wholly halt - //i;: '/ / / 

In a century .,. have a• ined mucb . Aside from great 

areas s tricken by actual warfar e in the present moment, 

the lives of hu.an beings are eater than they were in the 

olden days . (irest a nd apr .. din£ pla1ues take smalln toll; 

starvation o! millions i s leu ; the force s of nature a re 

better controlled. There 1s in the c1v111zatlon we 

recoanlze a greater security for the young, for the worker , 

tor the aged. Charity in the nnr rawer se nse o f the word 

helps the needy .ore usefully . 

Compared with the days when Charles Dickens wrote 

the Chrlstus Carol, we see a definit e bettel'11lent. f,e do 

not claim a.tt a in.rlent, nnd we r ecognize that there is •uch --

Oh so IIIUCh -- to do. 

11ost of all we ask a chance t o do it -- yes, a 

peace ful chance to do it. 
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fie w!lnt to do it the voluntary way -- and aost 

nwann beings in all the world want to do it the volunto.ry 

way . We do not want to h~ve the wa.y imposed on the world 

by the conquest of the world by the sword . 

That would not follow 1n the footsteps or Christ. 

Th'<t would not taake for haJ'Ipier Chrtst!lll.s es 111 the future 

o! any UJ.tion . ManJdn.\ is all one -- :md wtnt lup}Mns 

in distant lan:ls t0111orrow will l uve its mark on the 

happiness of our Chrtstn113US to c0111e. 

Let us tt-1.ke this Chl'iatma.s " merry one ror the 

little children in our •ldst . For us o r maturer year• 

it oaMot be merry. 

But tor aost or us it can be n Happy Christ!llas if 

by happiness we mean th'J.t we have done wtth doubts, that 

we ha.va set our hearts asa.inst tear , that we still beli eve 

in the Golden Rule Cor all raankind, thAt we intend to 

live raore purely in the spirt.t. or Christ, and that by ou.r 

works, as well as our words , we will strive torwa.rJ 1n 

F1tth and in Rope on~ in Love. 
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I n t hat aplrlt I vhh 11. HliPP1 Chr1a t su to all, 

.... d--!.f.~.ff~ 
A7;J 
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CO.tm:OI'• tM l'oUo-illc" ~tat.u Onnl.,. w u .. ll•tion ~.o to. 
t:!,!:~ 1>7 u. PNd.dont. L!I:S':' n IGl.C' 1r CDml'!JICI v.ut ...... 

IDfE• lid..,.. 11 fer .&uor .. ot aU ,. • ..,,pen ..,....,.l.llf: 
on u... ~trHt• 1m !i:..'Lr.:R ':".;~ 5•11 P.~ • • .1..::.1. ~. 

SOlJ'ft:~ '=!JLl 
!4-cNI.Irl' t.o tht l'rttl.d4r\~ 

Attlll.•Chrh~tJ.:..otlW(IIlh•oll!or&llhl>­_,,"7 t.o ral.IWI 1taclf 1.."111. -=~ Ulio u itl11..1 ,_ t 
CtrinUn eelebr~tlon, it a ptrU.:l.!'tniln "'",_\lJ'.....: 
Mf>pU.rbJ'INrlc!....:.Zot..Ulilor.-ofpo;:l•'ltlo-,.dltriOf 
ot.Mr .-.ll.r;l«~t, or bel.O!Il ..:Unli \0 ""ehveb at all. 

.,. ......., .. a wl !...- 1<1 ~-. H h bee-• W 
oplrlt ol .... e1n., umu per110nlr1U b)' 1..,. Ur. tnC: u. 
~tnc• of Quirt alee• &pe>Ml to""* ln...,.. eONd"'"' and 
hopeoft"'17Nn"'cl"try"'l-1nt...,.pert.of u. ... u.. 
1t tr...W:e.,d.l 1~ U!• ulU=-au lll.l linN of I'K•, <lfllt.bl.Uot., 
ot rw.Uon, Itli.,.ll.nV\erol.clnot....,, ot•h.,..,., otcon­
'fiU l . lt•urYl. ... a p-ohUll.\tonl M<ldHNOtl c.n:l fo~l· !t 
11111111nqu41»eMbl•Sfrir.folP,..,dat.c~anity. 

5on~U:=e•,. ..:.o hr.~ 11'<'0<: t.~rou h tM eWif•o ancl 
U..lllt••ofaquartueant..oeyM>n<.tritt'J.•ol.::-.orl'-Cf 
our•hut.L.tn<t>...clt.."_.1t•Worn •• 1rotNrhoo(otLM. 
$0DIU•1 • &Ill: l.t cor.tr.:U~n .nc: 1n,.r l.n our o"' d"t 111 
/.lln'l.u h a rorwnt. or (1...111'~01'. 11M a.n•wr. .S.:...UM•.,. 
ftU' ti'a~ t.~c ul!io.'u'AU o! t..e WhlC:...d. 11 .:lA ..-.:! _,,_ 
oont...,lliflli:>ourll..,.. 

:.nvt ..... ;, t;,g.~ .:-oc:. "~ h ~' r~r ... 10 .... 
ma ,..uJ.-"C ol:l' ~~"'" 1n ow c . .u.. •¥11 •• ,.., • ..,...,. 
l:llrlaiM&•-fcr'-• ~11.1.-....ln:l,'"' !'1:.&0: f>ot.U1t.)'~II01.of 
bope. I. row ;«~;We :.u c)':'lle• all rl u .. H•l - i»>Pl• 
..,..c)'l'll.clpvt.c.!t,.u:a: bat,.,ot.,.o;.J.ekMQ tl'lelr ruu. 
_, oftM u •• 

T!>o.t h>lhy "aut. i<Hpottnr!.vint.or•boott.er 
cndllt<lreh•PWn::rld. 

It.h\U'li:>t.Ullt-f~tloHdt(llt.Ut. CrU11.-y 
bt(lt. erllll b~t \he ~"'gnu gr\61mntll ~~ t>Ot """'-lJ' hilt ­
ll~I.,:Oib ....... <;l. 

Ir:• """l"l'Y,..J-'*"'td,...<tnuch. h111e!J'0110f,..al 
U'MI atr!.ck., bJ't.etull urlartlnt..~eprilltrot.Mrent, U>c 
u .... orh-btil!f;l& .. lat .. lhln\hl)' ...... hU\aolcleft 
<tqa , Great atll•:r•ad11'1C>'li&I'I• UktMtlhr tolll •t.v•a­
Uc.n or .uu- 11 ~~=; tiM rorc .. or """~ ... ut betttr oo .... 
troUK, 'nllre1etntllotcto1.11ut1onYel"t<!!'nJu •rr~~ater 
-1'1t 7 for C. - · toT U.C --'t.r, !or t.~• acft• Chu'it7 
111 U. ,....,_. .. _.. o! tl\lo ,.,.,( hol .. U. Ntod)' .., ... lllolloll)', 

~ .. n:. U• <~a:r- -~~ a.a.-111 Clc:..- 11'1'0\.e ~ 

I 



li!oot<>l"'-l .. ukacft<.n:•to d<>U--;,.•, a 
~•llllehllr.:tto~oit. 

• wU>t. t.o ~~ it t11a -..ohnuz·y •:.Y - ..-! .. n huu.n 
bointl tn all thl ~rl' ~..,, w <lD it t.IA ..olur.tvr •t.Y· .,.. 
do not w~~nt to ~~a ... the >.ay ia;ICI~~ "'"· tiM ..-10: t>y t~• e<>,.... 
quutofthlworldl>yt.._.,..,n!, 

Tbat orot.~ltnot !oll""' b lht tootatft)W or 0\rllt. 
tton .oold nc>t ~dr.• (or :w.·r1• Cn'iat•acu in lht :\ln ... or 
ln)'llltiotl. J.:anl<:l,..;l..o.ul .... -an"""llrt~1nt1c-
!:'Jra::~:•!,!: t-... ilf ~ ... ''- lwl:71 ..... ot 

1Atlllll:..IOlootW.a:!w-laL~•"'CJ"1"7-I::orU.allttl• 
cl'dld...,ho~tr~. FgrlliO!t..O~•r7tr1Jlc..,.,tU 
Nny, 

-.tror<:.:>rto!,•r1\cU~bo&~:7C•.rtrt=-u1.tt>y 
Nppttltu .. • .., t.t:.ct ... ha""' ...,..,. with o:lo,.~u, thlt .. ~~.~;.,. 
"to~~rM..-Ua:ai,..t!~u, U".-t .... ntl1 bJH..,•intllol 
O,ldtn lbol• !O<" all ,.....;..trr;l, that .. lntwu.to a ... I'On. ;:ur<>l:J 
in L ... oplrH of Chrl•t , anc. thn by <>~r •oro<l!, u '"<all u .,...,. 
wor~o, •• will ftrl.n !ort:ard ln Yo.1Ut rn/. 1~ Hop. .,.,d ln l#ft. 

In !hat ";>1rl.t 1"1•1. all&j'f')"ChrliUIU to all, _,d 
htppi•rChrilt~clyettoe- . 



I!OLL t'Ofl tl . i.l:.<¥t: 

Deee~:~ber 2.4, J.'li4U 

CAUTIO/.: The follo'll'll"oi Chrlat..a GreatJr~~ to the ll..tlon t.o be 
dalivered b)' the Prenldsnt lru~ Bl. HELD n1 Cfl::rn:n:cg unt.il nle&<ued . 

NO'TE1 Rele~::sa b for ~it.l®e or ell ne-.ep.r.prrl' •r'PI~rill4!> on Ulie 

et.ruu h01' ~;I..R T.~ 5111 P.!l., E. S.T. tod.,-. 

;,;~;.,fLl 

SecreU. ry t.o the PreddeDt 
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At t hla Cbr1at•Ut1da o r 1940 1t i s well ! or all 

buaaJ11ty to remind itself t ha t • -hile t bh t s 1n ih o.a .. 

a Cb.r1st1aD e elebr&t10D1 lt 1s participated 1n ra-.erently 

and bappilt by hundreds ot aUUoos ot Feopl a •bo a re 

• c•bers or other rel1z1ons , or belon& ae ti't'al:r to no eburch 

at all. 

The reason 1a not t a r t.o seek. I t 1s becau,. the 

spirit or Wlsaltbh .. nice personified by the ltre ud. tba 

teaeb1D&• or Chrht aakaa appeal to t.he i nner cooschoca 

u d hope or e-.eq un and every woaan 1n e-.ery part or the 

aa rtb. It transcends 1n tba ultlute all Hoes o r race , 

or habitat, or nation. 1t. lives in tbe •ids t or • a r, or 

ala-.ary, or conquest. rt survhu prob1bit1ons and dee raas 

aDd t orca. It is an unquenchable Sprl.D.I o! Proaiaa to 

buaa.oit:y . 
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&:.lti.es •• who ban l i't'ed tbroU&b t he strifes 

ud. t he ba tes o f a quarter cen t ury 11ooder H thh olo 

world or ours b.u ab&ndoned the ideals of t h e ~rotbarhood 

of JU.n. Soutl••• we ask it con tention and anger in our 

om aid at 1n Aaerlca La a portent or dhunlon a no dhaaur . 

SOMiti .. a •• r.ar tbat the sdt1ahneu ot the 1ndhldual 

h .-ora aDd. .on ecmtrollinc 1.n our ll•es . 

When we are 11'1 tho .. •oods it 11 b rd for us to keep 

f r011 puttinl our ton&uaa 1n our cheeks • hen we aay 11111erry 

Chrht•s • - - for •• th1nlc. in t.bouahta or futU1t.7 and not 

o r bopa. A raw pwople are cynics all or the t1•e; sa-a 

t bdr f aith aost or the U••· 

,t;j ~ 

That 1s why n u..uxUUftiX4Pkeap on stri't"lna t or 

a batter s ad a • ore M ppy 11orld. 
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4\. t.J Ul:.i.l .tC 1 : t>I;L t t~ je"e 1t.!. . 

J.llXlixail-\:Wili. Crhh M7 beaet crhh but the 

In a eea tury we hu·e 1a1nad IIIUcb. Aa i<le f ro• &reat 

areas a trlclr.en by actual wa r fare 1n t he present _,.an t , 

tba 11 .. a o f bu;aan bel.n&a are utar tMn t.ba)' ••r• in t.be 

ol den da7a . Great ;anJ apr•adi..c& placues t air.e a .. ller toll; 

batter cont r olled. lhera b i n t he c1•111z:at l on lUI 

recoplze a , raa ter aecurity f or t ne you.ng, t or the •orkor, 

belpa t he needy acr e usef ully. 

t he Cbriat.au Carol, we ••• a def1~:~1te betteraont. Y.e do 

not cld• a tt.a i..nacur.t 1 a nd • • r ecogn1z.a t.b&t tt·.e r-a 11 a•1ch --

Ob ao auch -- t o do. 

• oat of all we aalt a cbaoca t o do i t -- res , a 

peacetW dw:r.ce to do 1t.. 
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We want t o do U. the Yolunt.ary ••:r -- and aoat 

hua&D bet.n&s in all the world want t o do 1t. the 'loluntar)' 

••Y . J:e do not •.wt t o have the way iarosed on the world. 

by ttwl conquest or the world bJ the sword. 

That would not f ollow in the footsteps or Chrbt. 

t'h.; t would no t uke Cor happier Chrlst .. ses 1n ~· future 

o r any nation. Mankind 1• dl one -- and •hat tu.rrena 

Ln distant lands toaorrow w111 l eave it. ll ur!l on the 

happiness o r our Cbrla ta"saa to coae . 

Let u s uke this Chrht .. s a a<l!rr)' one tor the 

little chil dren 1.D ou.r aldat. f or as or ... turer yea r• 

But t or aos t or us 1t can be • Happy Chrht.wa Lf 

by bapplnasa we a ean th..'lt •• haYIII CJOlle with doubts , t}ut 

we ha.,• s at our hearts aaaLns t rear, tha t we at.lll bell e•• 

1n the Golden R\lle t or all 111Ulic1nd 1 that • • t.ntend to 

lha .ora purel7 in tM aplrlt or Christ, and that bJ our 

works, as wall as our words, we •111 s t.rh• rorward ln 

/1ltn 1.1 H .: ~ ', 



_,_ 

In that spirlt 1 •hh a 8app7 Cbrhtau to all , 

aQd happier Christuaea yet to coae. 
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THit WHITC H O U S IE 

WAS HING TO N 

lanuary 6 , 1941. 

1Z.l.OR.....,D1J1.! l-OR :.:R. T;::>CHIDA: 
Gover nzr:ent t'r1nt1D8 Ofr1ce 

lil'ould you be good enough t o 

t ie the ~rellident ' e BPeecb and drc.rte 

{ es per usual ) end sttuDp bo:r. as follows 

and r eturn t o :r::e o 

J . o .R. - Li ghti ne, or Christ!Uls Tree 
Dece:mb•r 24 1 1940 , i'tashlnston, D. c . 

Oo:-ot~y Jones 
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Four-Thirty 
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=-:s~ .. !~;t==~-

E:r:ecwtiYe Committu 
M15$JTIYl. .... U it._CoMoo_...,. __ ~­

OVTO IUTI.IIIl, 'no..._......,_- y;..,.c...._ 
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MJS.PNtiST > o~e-r~ .. .,-., 

~:fi==~:~...:: .... ~-;.ri..i!_~. l----olc-
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T.O.. w,..~o~o,_ c-_::~;';"~...W:; ~~~-.. -.;;"'~~Li<'i;~;.!.,-;:.,c- .. cw... 



LIGHTING OF CHRISTMAS TREE 

Washington 1940 

President Roosevelt's dra rf in pencil and 

the typed readin g copy or his speech on fhis 

occasion. 



GENERAL SERVICES AOMINISHIATIQN 
}ldit .. l .4"6;,., .. 1 Ru ,.l• Strriu 

'llULI ·.,~i ::,s,n0~L!. LIIUtf 

Paper~ ot Predd.ent !'l"8.rlkl.:ln D. RooaeftH 

Speech T1l.e - - Dee. 24, 1940 

PHO TOS TAT I OUITIFI CATION SHEET 


	00006
	00007
	00008
	00009
	00010
	00011
	00012
	00013
	00014
	00015
	00016
	00017
	00018
	00019
	00020
	00021
	00022
	00023
	00024
	00025
	00026
	00027
	00028
	00029
	00030
	00031
	00032
	00033
	00034

