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RADIO ADDRESS Or THE: PRESIDENT 

I.ABOR DA.Y 

SEPTE:!.tB!:R 1, 1 941 

On thla day -- thh Alllariean holiday -- '"' calebrate 

the right. ot tree laborlna 11en and wo111en. 

The preservation ot theae righta ia now vttall)' 

laporta.nt not only to ua .t'io enjoy them - - but to the .ttole 

tutura ot Chrlatlan ci vlllutlon. 

Ame rican labor now baart a treme ndous r e aponalbillty 

in the wi nni ng or thlt 111o1t br-ut al , 1110a t terrible ot all wara. 

In our tactorlea unt'\ ehope and araenala we are bulldlng 

weapona on a a08le great l n lta ugnltude. To all the bt.ttle 

tronh ot the ~rld theee weapona are being diapatched, b)' 

day and by night, over t he aeaa a nd tt.roU£h t he air. And 

th1a Mtlon ls now devising and developing new weapons ot 

unp r eced1mt ed power toward ths maintenancs or democr acy. 
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Why are we 4o1ng thlaf Why are we detemlned to devote 

our entire lnduetrlal effort to the proaecutlon or a war which 

haa not yet actually touched our own ahoN~a? 

We are not a warlike people, We have never aought 

glory aa a nation or •arrlo r e. We are not lntereated ln 

aggreaalon. We a re not lntereated -- as the d1cta.tora are - -

ln looting. We do not covet one aquare inch or the terrltorJ 

or any other nati on, 

Our vast effort , and the unity or purpose which 

ln8p1rce that effort , are due aolel y to our reoognltlon or 

the tact that our tundaoental rlghte -- i ncluding the rights 

of labor-- are threatened b)' Hitler• a violent atteopt to 

rule the -.orld, 

'l'hese rlghta were eetabllahed by our toretathere on 

the field or battle . They have been defended -- at great 

coat but with great eucceu -- on the tleld or battle, here 

on our own eoll, and ln torelgn landa, and on all the aeaa 

v all over the world. 
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There hae ne v er been a IIOIIIent ln o ur hlatory when 

Ameri cana were not ready t o a t and up &a tree ~:~en and t'lght 

tor their right&, 

I n tlaee or ne.tlonal eaergenoy, o ne tact l a brought 

home t o ua , cl early and deol elvely -- the tact that all or 

our rlgh t a a r e i nte rdependent , 

The right or rreedo11 or wor eh1p wo uld ••&n nothing 

w1 thout rreedoa or apeech. An4 the rights or tree labor ae 

we know them t oday could not eurvlve wl thout the rtgh t a or 

t ree enterprlee . 

That l a the lndeetructlble bond that 11 between ua --

all or ue Aaerlcana: I nterdependence o r lntereat a , prlvllegee, 

opportunltlea, rcapone1b111t1ea -- interdependence or rlghta. 

T'hat l a what unltea ue - - men and women or al l aec tlona, 

of all raou , or all !altha, o r all occupatlone, or all 

pol1 tica l belle h . T'hat h why • • have been able t o dety a nd 

frustrate t he ene1:11ea who bel 1eved they coul d d1v1de u a and 

conquer ue from w1 thin. 
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These enemlee all know that we poeseae a etrong 

Navy - - gaining ln etreng"t.h, TheJ know that that Navy -­

aa long ae the Navlee or the Brl t11h Empire and the 

Netherlands and Norway and Rueda exht -- can t ogether 

guar antee the rreedoa or the seae. These enal1lee know that 

1t these ot her Kavlet are destroyed, the American Navy 

ca-nnot now, or l n the tutur e , u l nt al n the f reedoa of t he 

eeae against all the rest of the world. 

These enemi es kno• that our Amy le lnereaelng 

dally l n l ta all-round e trengt h . 

These enealee know that today the chief American 

f l ghter e ln the bftttlu now r aging a r e thoeeengaged ln 

American indu str y, eoployera and empl oyees al i ke , 

These ener:~lee knOll t hat the oourse or Ame r ican 

production ln t he paet yetlr hAs ehown enormous gai ns and 

t hat the product o f these lnduetr lee 1a znov t. ng t o the 

be.ttle tron t e aga1nat H1 tler1 ea 1n 1noreaa1ng •ol~.me each 

.. ,. 
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But theee enealea &leo know that our .... erloan effort 

la not yet enough -- and that unleu we atep up the total 

or our producti on and more greatly safeguard lt on lta 

journeys to the be.ttle!ielda, these enem111e w1ll take heart 

ln puahlng their attack ln old flelda and new. 

I glve solemn warning to thou who think that Hitler 

haa been blocked and hal ted. , that they are caltlng a very 

4angeroua aaeu.mptl on. When in llR1 war your enel!l1' eeema to 

be making alower progreae than he 414 the year before, that 

le the very moment t o strike wl th redoubled force - - to 

throw acre ener gy lnto the Job or de tea t lng hl111 -- to end 

for all tlme the menace or -.orl4 conqueat and thereby end 

all talk or thought or anr peace rounded on a comproDlu 

with ev1l itself, 

And we know t hat a tree lA.bor eyet ec le the very 

foundation or a runotlonlng democracy. We kno• t hat one ot 

the flret acta or the Axla cUot&torahlpa haa been to wipe 

out all the prlnclplea and atandardll which labor hl.a been 

"ble t o eatabl1ah for lt a own preaervatlon and advancement. 
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.... 
Trade union 11 a forbidden phlloeophy under theu 

~ 

rule or ruin dictators. For trade unlonlacn demanda full 

treedoa ot expr eaelon and peaceful a .. e•bly. Tr ade 

unionla. haa helped to g1 ve t o e•erJ one •ho t oll a the 

poa1 t1on or dlgnl ty which l a hla due . 

The pr eaent pos1t1on or labor in t he United 8ta t ea 

aa an interdependent unl t in the lite ot t he nation hae 

not come about by chance . It haa been an evolut10na.rJ 

procau or a heal t hy de~:~ocracy a t work. 

Hitler has not wor ked tha t way. He wlll not -- he 

cannot wor k that n J , Just aa he denies all r1ght a to 

1n41 v14uala, he a uet deny all rlghtl to groupe -- of labor, 

ot bualneu, ot learning, or the chur ch. He haa aboliahed 

trade unlone as ruthlessly as he haa peraecut e4 r eligion. 

No group or Anlerlca.na haa r eal.lr.ed •ore clearly what 

Nar.l doa1M. t1on or the world means than has organized l abor --

what 1 t meane t o their standa rd ot l1v1ng , t heir t r eedom --
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their llvea. No group Me a g r eater atake l n the defeat or 

Nar.l aa, ln the preaervat1on of the tunduental !reedo1u, ln 

the oontlnuanoe or democracy throughout the world. 

We have already ac.hleved aueh; it l e i mperative 

that we achieve lnflnltaly aore. 

The alnglemlndedneee and eaor1t1ce wl th ..tl.loh 'll'tl 

Jointly ded i cate ourael vea t o the production of the weapon s 

of freedom will determine ln no emall part the length or 

the ordeAl through wh l eh humanity auet pau. 

Tie cannot heel tate, we cannot equivocate ln the 

great taek before ua. The defense of Aclerlca ' a freedoa 

muat taka pr ecedence over every private ala and over every 

private interest. 

We are engased on a grl a and perilous taak. roreea 

of lnaana Vlole noe have been let loon by Hitler upon thla 

eart h. We must do our full part in conquering t hem. For 

theae torcea uy be unleaahed on th1a na t1on aa we go about 

our bua1neee ot protecting the proper 1ntereate ot our country. 
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The taet. of defeating Hitler .a,. be long and arduoua. 

The~ a r e a re• appeAte r a and Nar.l aympat hl z:er a who PJ l t 

cannot be done . They e ven aak nlfl to negotiate with Hitler--

to p r ay for crumbs from hla vlotorloua table. They do , ln 

t act , aak me t o become t he •odern Benodlot Arnol d and betraJ 

all I hold dear -- • 1 devotion t o our freedom - - to our 

churohea -- to our countr)'. Thle course I have r e jected --

I r e ject lt again. 

Instead, I kno• that I apeak t he coneelenoe and 

determina tion or the American people when I say that we ehe.ll 

do everything ln our power to crush Hitler and hla Naz;l 

American worktn•e and American !&naera, American 

buelneumen and American ohurchllen -- all or ua together -­

N.ve the great r eapons1b1l1 ty and the g r eat p rivilege or 

l aboring to build a demooratlo world on enduring t oundnt1on• . 
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Kay 1t be aa14 on 11011:e future Labor De.y by a0111e 

tuture President or the Un1te4 8t&tea t hat we did our 

work talthtully and well. /~ /J~ 

- 71..--/,L .J? p;vud 

A.j . 1 •• L~ ·~ . 
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SKPn:.:B!R 1, 1941 

On thil M-7 -- tbll ~ric111 hollt11.7 -- we (celebnte)!!!. 

cehbre.tins the rtgbt a or t ree l•borluc •en a nd .:men. 

The prnerT&tlon or tlwlae rlgltu 11 (now) 't'1tally lJtporu.nt 

.!!!!!.• not only t o ua who e njoy tbea -- but to t1:11 whol • future or Chrtatte 

ohUtzatlon . 

ni.lla or thll aost brutal , a01t terrible or Ill u r s . 

o.a a ~ale areat t.a ttl ~1tl.IC!e . To &11 tba battle tronta or (the) 

.!,!ll! world tbene weapons •re beha dtapat chld , by da7 and. by night , onr 

the eeaa and through the air . And thte QI.Uon 11 .aow dnlltna Md denlop-

ina new -apOila ot unpncedented pow.er tOWII.rd the zaintenance ot democre.cy . 

enUre t.aduatrle.l e ffort t o the proHtiiUOA ot a ... r Wlt ch hal not ylt 

actlllllJ' t011ched. ~r (own) ahiOraa? 

aa a naUon ot .u-rton. ::e aN DOC. latereated tn aggreaatoa . 1'1 are 1110t 

tntereatad -- aa tlwl dtctetora are - - 111 looUog. •• do not CO't'lt ooe 

IQ.u•re Inch or the t errlt ol'1 or 11:1)' other oauon. 

Our nat effort , and the Witty ot pu.rpona (lrhlch).!!!!.!. t naptrae 

tMt e r tol"t , are due eolely t o wr raoognttton or t he tact t bat oo.~r tunde.-

l.enul rla;ht a -- t nclud tas the rl&hta or llbor -- are threat ened by Hitler• a 

't'lollnt atta.pt to rule the world , 

TheM rtpta .. ,.. eltabU•Md by our toret'lltbe~ 011 t!!.e ttlld 



franlll\n ll. p.QOH'fllt L\llt'al"f 

':btl \1 a tfi!IIICJ'Ip\ .aile by \l .. flit" 
Hou•• st~llf r r • •bor•_,..,. 
nou• ta}e-n at t • t 

Mdf>o Jl\4eJ' u.t..,OJ'~ !)' .,. 

pri!JIIBred. rm .M '! J " 
par.ntba•" "'" ilt' rds 11a1 •t ,.._ 1 t te4 
when tbl ,.,_e<:b wa• 'o v~r!lof, tbtu&h 
thl)' l\f110111' tn the prov\Qia.i'f pr•pt.rsd 

r 111dtn,; cop)' tu~. 
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TbeJ ba1'1 been deteaded -- at. U"t. coat. but wltb .,..., eue­

eua -- 011 t.ba field or bottle , ben on ou:r (JIIIQ eotl , ani! 111 roretcn le.nda, 

and on all t iM! •••• all Ol'er t he world . 

{Tba~ heal !!!!!::!.:.! oenr Man a .oMnt tn our bl atot)' when 

Aoerteene Wl"' not. rMdJ to a u:.! up 11 fl"'l •n and tirjlt tor their risilta . 

elMrly 1114 "oilhely -- tbe tact t bn all or our r l&hU are tr;tardapeDdsnt . 

'!'be rleht or treed011 ot worehlp would -~~ nothing witbout tree ­

dOll or speech. And the rtgb.\a or rr.a labor aa _. know t.hu tohy could 

QOt 1111"1'1n wltbout t n. rtgbta or frM ctll"Jit'l H . 

Tbt. h tb tnd .. trueUble botod tbat la bnwen ua --~ 

all or ua Aaerleaoa: InuNepelldenca ~ Ultereata , priYU e,ea, opportW1.1-

reefla , or a ll ra t ths, or e.ll cccup~~tio;J.I , ot e.ll politico.l ballet1. J.'be.t 

h 11hy we ha'l'a bean abla to defy aud tru.atnh t h4 auataa who bellaTed 

'niiM 1-1 .. Ill kz1ow tbe.t WI pc)IHII I atroog !.lny •• !...E!!I 

p ining in au•e ngtb , They kllow that t h.U ~:...y - - 11 long 11 t he Hut •• 

or th• Br1tl ah !Zplr• and the ltetberle.ndl and r:orway and iW .. la •Tln --

ean to£)11ther fUS"nte• the rreedo. o r the teae . Theee oDII~l•• luww ~ 

\bat lt th•M Mh•r Ua't'hS are destroyed, tile Allerleaa 1\a't'}' CII.ZI.II01. now, 

or in tb• tutur. , •lnhlll the r rMdCIS ot the -• a,p lnet all t he nat 

ot tba world . 

Th•ee an-.lu 1mow tbat our~ l a luereaai ng U.ll:y 111 1U a ll-

roUDd atr• nath . 
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btiU.ln a• r'IISill& &l'tl tiiOM ea~ hi J.ur tean Uu!~tr"J', •ployen &114 

.-plo1M• allka. 

Tbeaa anutaa bow tbllt t b coui'M of Amertca.11 pro4uaUon 111 n• 

put y .. r Me lib.O'CI aoor.o\1.1 .. tu and tbln t ile product or t lleM truhaatrlea 

11 IIO't'lng t o t he battle rronu - - tile battle r ront 11 e!9(ltnet Hi t b rt• i n 

lncz-eae t ng YOlume eec ll 4ay . 

But t hlllae en .. t .. ello know t lte.t o.u• ._rlcan effort t e D01i yet 

&DO!.I@ih -- aDd t hat Wllua .. eup 1.1p t bll total or our pro4~UC).Il aod .Ortl 

lf"'&tly -.r e&Uard it on tu jouroeye to the battlerte lU, tb- eo..tee 

will t e.b b•l'f. ta puJbtoc t boli r a ttack 1D (old) tiell\5--.!!,! acd - · 

I gl.,. .,lect~ wunlllfl: to tbo.e .tlo tbtu tbllt H1'tllr U.a t>Ma 

block~ and h-.lt.ed , t t. t tboty ar. -tills a "' J:Y dlmgerous eeeu.pttol:l. 

When to &IQ' -.r your ·~ aHaa to be CU:t na llower progNee t hea be cUd 

t h year bc f ol:'e, t bat t e U1e Ycnoy ~~;o.c.at to etrlke wi t h redoubled torn -­

to ttu-ow mon enerQ into the job of hteaUag him -- to end tor all U • 

t he •uce or ~ld oonqueet aDd thert~by eDd dl talk o r t houaht ot a.,­

J*ICI I'OUII~ed CD e C<aprc.t .. wltb aTtl lt .. lf , 

Arid we ll:- thn a frH labor 8)'St .. l e tlle Ye ry touDdaUOD ot 

• t\IDcttoDlDg dei!IIOert~Cy, "le :.:- t b.t 011e ot the tire t. acu ot the Ada 

dlctatorablp(e ) Ma beea t o wt~ out all the prlaeiplu sad etude. rde whi ch 

llbor (hila) .!!:!! beea able t o .. tabliah tor tu OOtll pruernuoa alld a d-

Tra~e un1oD1111'11 1e a forbidden philosophy under t h.<lea N le or ru111 

dtct.atore . For trede unl olltm demands tull freedom ot e:~"prnsioll ud 

peaoet\11 aeMIIIbl.y , Trade unloDt .. b&e hel.,.d to she t o e Yery olla who 

tctll the poatttoll or dlp tt.y Wbtcb te hh $.la . 

'l'be pre .. at Jl"lUon ot lebcr 1D tba ~1Ud States as 1.11 i nter• 
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da~Ddeat WloH ta tbe Ur. or tbe a.Uo. baa aot e.-. abo~n by ebaace. h 

IMia Mao aa nolutto:w.ry prooaM ot a he•hhy d_,cre.cy at .ort. 

Hitler baa a~ wort.d tbat ny. HaVill DOt -- be o..Doot ->rk 

tb.U .. , . 1u.n aa he dantea all rtpu to lndhldue.la , he aun deny all 

rtsM• t o gl"Q..pe --~ ot h.bor, (ot) .2!:. bual oeae --~ ot lum­

l ng, ot tho church. He baa abolilhe4 tre.da union~ 11 rut hlualy u he 

baa perucut.ed rellglon . 

ata!Wiard ot HYing, their frMd~ --their u,.,, , No CNUP hU a ~tar 

ltak:e ta t.ba detalt ot l!azi -1•, 11 tbe pNHl"'ltion ot tbt tuod-llt.-.1 

treed~, In the cootlnUI.IIce ot dHIOore.cy thl"''U6hout Ule world . 

1nt1nlhly aore . 

The stnglea.tnd•4~•• &nd Mcrltlca trit b. \ll'tllch 111 jOIIIUJ dedicate 

ourHh'u to the pl'OC!uctlon ot tba napo~a or treedaa will detenatoe 111 

DO -11 pan t.be length ot tba ordMl througb wbicb h\llaJII ty a.uat paa1 . 

-• Cllllllot beatw.ta, • e&D.Aot equi'I'OCIIta I n tba ~t teak ~tort 

u. . 'f'he 4etaue or Alarica • a tre.4oa m.aat taka pr.cedeDca OTir •••rr 

p:rl"'t.• aU and o•er .. ,..,. prha14 1Dtereat . 

!!.!. '"' are a~d Oil a grta al:ld parUoua Ualc:. ro.-eaa ot 

1nMQa •1olellee b.••• bean let looaa by Htt.le r upon t.b.t a aartb . Ia aun do 

ou.r rull part 111 conqueri ng 1.bem. For t baea toren ~ay be Wlleaeb.ad Oil 

t.hh nat.ton •• '"' so about ou.r b.uetnaee ot prot aetlng t.ha proper 111ter u t a 

ot our eou.nt.ry. 

Tba t ulc: or d.taattna H1Uar M)' ba l ong and arduoua . There are 

a t aw appea .. n e.~~d 1:a~1 .,..pe.Uitun 11'bo aay l t unaot ba doM. Tbey •••n 
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aa.k •• to M&Otlata .-ub. HlU.•r -- t o pray tor eruabe !1'0111 bla Yletorloua 

tabla . 'l'hay do, tn t a ct, aall:- t.o boice.~ tbol .oderD Belledlc\ -'"1014 all4 

Mtn:t all ~ 1 bold daar -- -., dnouon to our t't'Mdoa - - to our 

cburchea -- toovr OOUII.try. '1'1111 cou~ I bto1'e rejectad - - «TeJen it 

Instead , I know tbet I apeak the conscience aad 4eumtne.U on 

or the Az:::trlc..o peopla .tttn I .. ,. tbet ,.. ahall do a1'erytb1n& to our powr 

to eru.h littler aDd bt. Nnl torcea . 

~erlee.n wort:er1 , (ud) .-.:..rtcan fanuora, -rtcao bu.atoaa•.a , 

(aJICI) Aurl caa cburcb(-o) ~ - - all or ua t ognbar - haYa tba sree.t 

reapoutblllt.y am tt. IP"fftlt p.rh'Uap or latk:.rina; to buJld a ~ftoUc 

.orld oo all(!urln& tbunduloD.t . 

~ It be said 011- fUtiU'e X..bor Dt.y by •~ t\ltUN ~lid111t 

or the United Statu tha t we 414 our work ratthtully u4 wdl. 



w1rm1Q& ot ~b. iB aon brutal , aoet terrible or all wer e , In our r.norl ee 

and ahopa anll. arstllllla '1ft are bu1ld1Dg weapon• on a acala great Ia I t a 

1111.gn1tude . To all t he ba~tle tronu or the world the !II weepone are bel.11a 

ll.hpatclled , by day lllld by n18b\, our t b "a• and througb th e alr. luld 

In ti.l:.ee or z:.e.Uonal .. r p .11oy, one tact 1a bf'OU6bt be:.. to "'• 

clearly elld deeiahe ly •• t llil' tact that all or our rlsbu are tnuf'depende.llt. 

Tbe rlgbt or treedo• ot worahtp, tor ewple, would aean notJitnc without 

rreedoc ot speech , And the rii:bta ot tree labor ae • know the11 toll.ay 

oO\llcl 110t aurvtve without t he riDtu ot rr .. en.terprlea . T!ult ta the 

lodutl'\l.otible bond tbu h bet ... 11 111 • • all ot u e lcerlcana: Lnter· 

c.ependenoe o r l nt eraau, !!!! prhllepa , !..!!!! opponuniun, !..!!! reapoDalb111· 

u .. · - lntef'dept~e!loe ot rit bte , Tbat 1a Cat Wilt .. ua •• ~Mil 

a!Wl w~a ot all aecttona , ot all racea , or all te.ltha, ot all ocouJ*tlona, 

(ot) !!!! all political beltete. 'l'ba t h wh)o 1n1 hna been a ble to del) aDd 

t'Nitrete the e.~~e•1n .tr.o belluad ~ they could di'l'lde ua alld ooneuer 

ua t'r<a wttht .11. 

I aha eole1110 wnntnc t o thou~ who tb.iolc tlult Hi tler 

Ma beaa bloeked. and hal t ed., t bat they ano llllkt ng a 1'11ry dang~roua aea~.~ap-
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a rew appeaser• end Ne.z1 ~patlr.izera who aay!.!!!.! a can.~~ot M dou, Thay 

' "'II aak .-te to nasotiata with Hitler-- to pray tor cru.~~b1 rroa~ h1a 'ftc-

tortoua tlble . The y 4o, 111 t act, aak u to become the :~odarn Btned1ot 

Anlold (and) , .!.!!. betno7 all I hold d .. r -- -.;r deYoUon to our tr.edo. -­

t o our chu~l:ee -- to our couotry . ('l'hta)!!!..!.!. course I ban r.jecU4 --

~I reject H .. 111. 



Dui'1"'CUI•••l"tUI.r"'•M'llllle, .. u,,o• ... 

-..laC• ot • en'• -.. .. aa« \he 11JJ'"'kaa• • t .... • 11"-r\7. 

hn• p~rhhell . 



utoo rr- Us. .,._.,, oo••*-""' ••• '-' Ulot llo "-r.ro 

uuoNorWHf.-411holvohoYO~~ColOot~•-• 

... u r ououltMort...,hoo norhoe4. 

ftl1 e 1o aorloh o t U!o-naAII. U ortP t 

\o 111.1""1wal0 OMVU J' u0 trooo6o• Oller lhe 10 .. 11ao~ 

Uono w - hone 1.a the ,...,.leln 'hl.aMo ot boUle. 

n. t r l..,tl ot lll tler1M -~~u .... • 110r10 1• 111Uoe. 

trlokon, -..o11 ... ,..uaho .. uo ropl••" Ulo 0.111• 

""h· tbl tr1.-pb of Wltl.orl• -1&1• - o _ ,.1, 10 

lfht.n \be .. Jor1'1 or ••• - lho •oo ot Ulo Morlooo 

lnoluct .. -wov.UHCI-o4t.,..bl rtli\O .. nou 

unohota .. u-oppohted .. e\or •Uon. Trio tJol_. 

ot llltlort• wlllCI ••aa \hot -·• t'l'o..., W ~1.-, 

W .,., .. ..0 \o ~ .. hh Ute'• worh -'-' H 

,...,1.1, .. ~,. ,,,.,.. .. oblitleMe w • "'"u trnat ,...,..,1"-e 

" 'U...r to a.4 ..,,. \0 ~ ,...,1.. Tll.o trt._,.. ot 

lllUhr1• wul& _ ... , n .. u,, V..t ao ""'• .. ,,. .. u .. 

,.,,,., or Mh"' M4 '--hMletr ... u " , ..,..,.., ..,, 

to U!o ,,.., ,..,11,,..., of~~- l ito, .,., W ltl 

orcaala .... nrwU••· 
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.wp.t 26, 1941 

SUGGESTIONS FOR A RADIO ADO!lE.SS, SEPTE:MBZR 1 0 1941 
B'! PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT 

ON LJ.OOR DJ.J •SALUTE TO l.AOOR" PROGIWI: 
NBC, 1 to 2 , USTDtN DAn.IGIIt 1'U(E 

On t hla Lab;)r 0..)", we ap.J.n ee le brat. toaether o national 

hollday Mt aa1.4e to honor the f ree lab;)rina people of a rna rop~.~blio . 

Oura 1a &IIIOflg the few land.a wher e f'l"eed.oa can atill btl 

enjoyed, where Mn can &till n.llt with d.ipU)", where ehurch.ea , p:roaa 

ancl trade union& t.n1 not held 1Jl t.n. 1ron 't"iM ot d.ietst.oreh1p. 

~1~ t.heae laat thrM terrible )'Mr& , you and I hu., seen 

U~e jp•&&t lab;)r MOT01:18nt5 of the !urope&n de.1110<lrae1es blown out lUte 

candl es in a hurri e.ne. Without warnir~.~ , a tr1Jdn8 MOre like hired 

ll&a&aailla than ll oiYiliH<I. arlllo the !lui foreea have bollbed. and burMd. 

tb11r fe&rtul path aerou a eont.l.Dant, l -.YiD,g behind the wnc)ta,ge or 

•n' a hollea IUid Ule wreeJta&e of -.r:~ •a l1bor t7. 

OM natioo after anot!Mir nu hopiMI that it aloae aight 

Jou and I togo t.1er blt•e worked to build a better life in 

OIU" Cr ee .U.rica . All that we haYe acco-pliabotd. ie todo.7 tJtr -..teue<l. 

tra - t, thorefore , turn ...,ntarU7 a81d.e troa the great, coMt.fuothe 

taaD that lie before u.a in or.ier to defend .,_t we iw:n apJ.nat the 

110at deoadl1 aaaault .beriea bae e•er fa 04d. 

Thill t a a c risis of the OOIII*nl 11111.11. lii& r l.Cht to eurvlval , 
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MCUr1t7 and rr.edo. ovu t..'le lone pnen\i.ona to eo-. bane ln 

the WIOortaill balance of battle. The triUIIpb of H1U.r1 .. would -n 

a worl4 1n Which triolcez-y, dee.it and n.t.hleeanese replaced the 

Golden Rule. Tile triWipb of Hi tl.erie• wou d mean a •orld in which 

the •jority ot • n - the •n of the .bericae l.nelwlod - would 

boo 4ooM4 f'roll birth to .. .,.. ae neaab or a Hlt--.ppo1nt.ed ••t.er 

nation. n'le tdu.ph or Kit...erla• would .e&n t.h!tt -.n•a fl'eedc. to 

think, to epeak and til choose hill llfe1e work would be roplaood by 

cntoreed obedience to a worl d tynmt nteponlibla nei Uler t.o Go.l nor 

to tM J*Jple . The t.rluapb of HiU.rih WOilld ..an, fina.ly, that 

t.lte YDat, expmclinc powora or science and Wcl\nology would bt devot.d, 

not to t.he free dnelo{*nt of huw.n 11fe, but to i t.a or&anhed 

de11t.ruct1on. 

Then can t. no ll1d4la ground of co-proaiH bet..en Hit.leriaa 

and '-erlcantse. 

On thla Labor Day, ell ion11 of world.og ~ple 1n the boo.bed. 

and plll.o.ged cowat.riel of Ew-ov- are t.urninc torolo.X'd A=lcrlca dth a 

now hope ot dell•erance. TIMoir ca~ 11 al1t0 our cauae. We eh&ll 

oont.l.auto to kHp r~u.h wU.h u.. l .. t. .. break fdth with ouree.,_•ea . 

On t.helr heroin and on our deterainlt.tl.on to 1111ppl.y ~· with t.bose 

IIOdorn lll'M, withoUt whioh 11trois11 11 of no aY!I.U, tne tuture of the 

1I'Or ld 11'111 l.arge.17 4ej)llnd. 

An ince .. ant. and tt..P.dU,. a~~.p~tnt.1.ng .uppl¥ of plano-•, 

tanka and ot.bor U.paMnt.. ot o:r b al.n&d3 rollin~ ~ ,._r ic ... ' a 



l 

-'-
_!:,.Min.b to the farf'l\U18 bu.tt...t.e!iel de or de-.oeracy. 

We h&we a.t.ro1dy aehiev~ weh; it 111 iaperati.,. that .,.. 

ach1e.,. 1nl'ln1\.el 7 .are. 

deten&i.:\e the l e na:tn ot the ordeal throujr:h whleh hW~~anit.1 wet pan . 

~• cannot iledta.t.e , wo cannot. ~<tuhocmte 1l1 t.tw ~o:rut t&ak 

be! oN! ua. The defenee of A:~rico 11 "rt;t:dO& cuat take preclldel<CI over 

The Aae-rican 1D4wlt ri& Uat. and the Aller ican ..,r~r, 11-re 

whet her U:e 'OIOr ld 1he.ll be dedlcat.d t.o freed011 or duery. 

lloither or theao cocbo.tanta is bound by ~a111tary law. The 

indaatr1.allot 1a r r .. to earn protlt.a; t he worker 18 f r ee to bargain 

collect.iH-17 for a decent n.ge . The fabric which prot.ot.. the rltht.e 

DAt.ionaJ.. ... l'(;IIICY• 

lllt GtocrU'icea nwst be u de , 

No cJ.dJ.hation r.u ovo.r pr~U~erved •lthout J.llcr1tJ.ce . And 

no c1'f'il1r.o.ti0fl -.ae l l'Cr '~<orth preeervl.n& if thou 'llho enjo~ it• 

beuefit.e retuncl to giTe up -of \.he coed thll<£1 !.n life 1n order 
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dildnieh. But w. alae knoll' tloat ~• a re IMI.Crif1c1na unly a lU.t!e 

in order to 1,rellf.!rve a ~ri tace tho\ t b pricdee.. 

OuT• b not • chil.bflt.lon 'lfbieh tJ,oriea in -r and 

deat.rucUon . TM -Ui aeienUfle r.~e wbich -.n bal created 

UirQUCh centurba of pa1nf'ul aee.reh -.&~t. ult..L..tely be d. .. tu..d, not Cor 

the 1nd1&criltJ.nll.te annihi.Lat.ion of life, but for Ulft ar-ricllaent. of 

life. 

Thll b t he taak of toaaorrot~. 

W. -at p an so that no "-rlcan toOrkcr need fca.r that 

the end or U:e exree!lCJ rlll br1n,j: idle a1L.-a, uo~o~nt and 

1nsecur1 ty. 

Wa all mu:ot ne to it that t he fnctoriee which are today 

producin& tho illploa:ent.B of ole!ehae will t.umorrow produce Ute 

Ulpletot~nte of an l!.bw'ldant life. The t.ran.lUoa fro- u.r production 

to r-e t' producUon au:~t be BQOOt.h and CO<>t'l"i.rutted. . T"lloll tachni~;wta 

of U.t t.nw.e1Uon are bd~ planned enn now. 

One thlfli La cortaia. 

~ deiiiQCraciea will not win tha SIU' in order to loae tbe 

Uerica hllls a continuing ruponsibility to"ar<l the r eat 

of the -orld . 

11ben tlw last boltber oaa been drhen fl'OII European and 

.uan aklea , tJM '•'"'-atnted nation• Clf the Old llorLd will tum to 
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t.h. A=oericu for .uccour. f.'e •hall p .... ee::;.;rou41l.y of OW' ~t. 

ator .. of foodatu!h and ot t~e produc«.a of our un,xu'&llel~ 

tndu.Udal po .. e r 1.n order that li!UOet'l'lt.ie lite ae ro .. tn. At~antic 

and Pacil'ic .. ay again r e vive &lid rlouril~ . By blndina the wounds 

of nr, we wil. oontritutAI :eteri&ll.y to the -.intenanee or full 

production and !'ull .-plo,..,nt within toM Unit.ci Sto.tee. 

of a w11r -tom ,·or d . Thic b a utter, not OIL )' of juat1ce, but of 

otwioua se.:..f-intAro11t. "--er iC(!. CIUIJlOt. tlourilh u an OKih of 

~ 1n an enct"C~t~chinc dea,.rt of 110.r and <Uctat.;:nhip, It can 

and a tal.. !lour bh ae an integral llnd d t.a part of a free o.nd 

proa.,eroua wor ld o~ity. 

The duty of reconBtruct l on "W not fnll upon eovernMentll 

a or.o . l'ie eoneein that the ter.l!S eJJ4 con41Uona of a durabla and 

j~~at pea~e -t ~ I:Ba.d on popula.r approYUl and public consent. 

Orpnhed labor, jointly with other npNJ 1:\t.ativu of the 1\G.tional. 

int.er .. ct, will bll caU.d upou to paxotic \ t•te 1n the •ork of robullding 

a. deiiiO<lraUc world Oil fin and unaa~ai.l.e.b.e f OWldat.i oua , 

Hlet.o.TJ' n.a cinn our geJWration a llignt,t te.ak. It. 11 a 

taak boUl of for Utylna our be:daJihon for rreeao. and or ~uJ.Pt>J.nit 

thoae heroic ru·niea aeroaa the ~eas that will 1n the not e.iat.&nt future 

r oll btr.ek th.; tidal wua or t fTIUUl)'· 

t".e AJrer i e&na han boon h&rdonc4 in the c rucible or t.hrH 

p-eat. -.ra, ape.nnil:lc ona and a bal.! canturiea, and each 111ged for U.. 

pre11crv.:.t.ion or tnedoc. i7o ha.ve r.ot taLad our ideale 1n tla past. 
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SPZ!CH OP 'IHI PltESIOU'r 

bt.Prs.&SIH 1 , 1?41 

...... ,. ••••••• 1 ........ .......... ,. 

On thi s d.uy ~~ th11 Aauric,.n hOllct:.y ~~ •• cobbr ata 

tbe rilhta of free lt~.borln. an Wld woAenf n ou.r !'rae .u.eaocr~;ocy2 

i a port..nt not only to us •ho enJoy thea -- but to the whole 

world. -- the whol e !'ut.ure of Christ1~on c i villz,.tt.on . 

.:.aor t.o .. n .Lubor , Aaer1cc•n J n..:.ustr~ , Acllilricun ene:inoer-

of tJ,ls aoat orut u.l , .est t~rr1blu or a ll •ora . 

r - " ou1ld.1fl6 weuponsl.2.f ,_uestruction~ on • ac .. le ovenhelaln& in 

1tl ~nituue. To o.i..ll U•• battle fronts of the world. tt·.eae 

wo•pons &r e being d. t.apu.tch~, by d.~o:,• u.nd. by ni~ht , over the 

JUS and through the air . Al\(j t.ht. s ruotlon, which h"a dav1ae4 
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and developed so .-ucll throu.&il its 1nvunt1ve t.nd pr0d.uct1ve 

genl \lS -- thiS rw.t1on is now d ev1sinj: o.nd develop*' new 

we~opona or unprecedentod power tow .. rd tue ~&&.i.nten~ance or 

deaocrucy. 

Why are we doln,; Utls? ooh)' a r e we deter-.lned to 

devote our entire national energy . .111d industria.! effort to 

t ne prosecution of .. •ur '"ilich has nut. yet ~oc t.u .. ll; t ouched 

our ONll snores? 

~h• ere not ~ w~.&rlike people . "e huvtt never sought 

glor:, &a to n.t.tion or •;.~rrlors . ~e .. re not lnhrest.ed ln 

lio&t:ro~:ulon . i.e c.re not 1nterasted - - aas tile c;.lct .. t ora core --

in lootlno . i'le do not covet one squure inch or the territory 

of any other notion. 

Our v...at effort, Wld t h e unity o f purpose which 

1ns p1roa t h .. t effort, ~:< r e due solely to our recogniti on of 

tne f act t.ho~t.t our tWldo.•eotal r ights -- 1nclw1n& t he rlshts 

of l abor - - ura t hrill4tenltd by Hitler' • violent ottempt to 

rule t he world. 
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These ri~hts ••rv estllbllshed oy our for e!•thars 

on the field or bt.. ttle. The) h~ve been defended -- 11.t 1reot 

cost but with crout aucccu -- on the field o f battle, here 

on our O'lllll soil, •ud in rorolt:n l ... mts, and on t.ll the seua ,-­

I!n over tl.o world_) 
Tn<JrG hus nuver been li ~aent ln our history wnen 

for their r~hts . 

In tlmus of nat1on .. i emorgcnc/, ont# ftoct is 

orou.j:ht hom!! to us, clc ... rl;,' .. nd dec13 1vel y - - t lte f tr.Ct 

t.hnt &11 or our rights c..ra interdependent . 

The r lt>ht or freedo• of worship 'lliOulo .. ~on 

lcobor loS \toe kno11 t hem tod.k)' coula not survive without the 

rlihts of froe ont.lll'l)t'ile. 
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Tt. .. t ls the lndea~lble oon' thut. 1S betweotn . 
us -- ~ll of us -- ,.llo!rlc"'na: luteruep . .mdence of interests, 

pr lvllottes , opportunities, rosponsibll1tles -- lntttruependenca 

or r.Lt:hU. 

!ht.t i !l Whot unites Ul -- e:!n ,.nd .. o-an of u.ll 

sections, or all races , ot a ll f.oltns, of <1].1 oel!up .. t1ons, 

of ,,11 pol! Uc ... l beliefs. Th .. t ls •t•) '..8 h&ve oaen toble to 

defy 11nd frustrate the ene11lU •ho beHave..: theJ could divide 

us ond conquer us f:tom within . 

';hese an&mles all kno~·. ti,.,t. .. e possvu .. strona 

H ... vl -- goln1ll6 in strena:th. The~ kno• tln•t tn ... t ~ .. vy --

.. s lon,, tas tte Navies of t~.e tjr!tish Eaplre ll..lld t he 

exht 
Netherl .. rnJs !>nd Norw ... )' &nu Russi• - - c: .. u tot::ether t~u..ran tee 

u ,e freodom of the seo.s. Those ene111es iulo-.. thut i t thli .. 

other Navies ore destroyed , t.t.e Allerlc:on Navy Clallnot now, 

•11 the rut. o! the worl d. 
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..i.uily ln 1t.s "11-rOu.'\d strOil..,t.h, wll- soon oo ~re~t enOU6h 

to derond our eon tinuntul 11a1t.!l but t.h-t it \\ill t ... k.J 11any 

yo1u·s t or us to iU<•N-ntoe tho fiestorn Hea isphere u· all t he 

othor Continents .m .. F4p1res ~are run~ed on tl:e o ther side. 

These enoaies know th .. t. t.oc!.u;, tno actuc.l ,.._,rlcwt 

f 16ht e r.s in t he battles no• r "'4 ln.s: -.re those eno~ec. in 

The!lc cnalllia!l :mo111 tu;ot. t.l•~ cour:oc o: Amorlcu.n 

pro..,uction in tho pust Je-r h•s sbo~m. enormou.:> 6 ... 1ns und 

thllt tl18 prouuct or t.I•8.SI.I 1mlU8tr1e!l iS QOYing \.0 t he 

battle :'rents d,;,.in.st. HU.ler-1s• in 1hcrees1Jli volWlle ec.ch 

c!&.y. 

But t hese eno:Dle:. ~.olso 1m01o t.,,21.t our AaaricWI 

etro r t is not. yet enoue:h - - und th&&t. unl ess we step up 

u.e totlal or our production und 110ro greut ly snre,u&.rd 

1t on 1ts journeys to the b&ttlefldc!s, these eneaiu wtll 

t"ke hea rt 1n pushing their atta ck in ole! Cialds and new. 
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I g 1VB sole., -.u.rn11'14 to t hose woo t hink th•t 

H1t.lllr h .. s bet~n blocked or hti.lted., ti"1-t they are ph:, i na 

• V81")' du.ngerous ga.mo, V.h.en i ll a ny wu r yow· ene~ 5881115 

to be aakl~ s lower pr ogress Lhi:UI 11e (l.id tue ye .. r l.lefore, 

that is the v ery aoaent to str ike •U.n recoubled force --

to throw 110re ener gy tnto t.l".e Jou or aere .. ting u1• -- to 
J: ... .t., 

end ror t>ll timu t 1.e seneca or world con'i,ues t u.nal\ end all 

tlllk or tnotl(.ht or Wl) pe•ce tow108<1 on a compromiu ''*b 

~tvll itself . 

... ru.. \18 know thbt a free lt.llor s ysti:!IA i s the 

veq toW'I.dtation or .. fW1C t 1on1nt cie.ocrtu:y . ..8 know tn•t 

one of Uur f irst acts of the .U.ia aictu.torships h1t.s been 

to wipe out all r.ne princ iples W\C! Stillldl.irds which b.bor 

n .. s been a ble to establish f or its own preservo~~.t!on lll1d 

edvance• tmt. 

'l'rade Wlion is • forb idde n ph ilosoph; Ul'luer 

tl,ese rule or ruin dLct•tort. ror trt«:e Wl10n1sa deundt 

full fro~edom or expression &lUd peucetw. aueaoly. Trade 
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unloniaa has helped to c tn to ev er y one who toils the poslt.1on 

or d i gni ty whicb is h\11 4 ue. 

l he present poattlon or b.bor 1n t he Un1t..ci &tk.tea 

u an inte r dependent unit i n tho l ife or t 11e nlitlon haa not 

co .. about by chance . I t 1\&a been • n evolutlon lt.r) proceu 

or • helllthy deaocracy llt work ,-[cleur in its reCOt,nltlon 

or u.e obJectives~ Govornaont h..oa done its pllrt 1n t'urtherln& 

this c rowt h , by a .. rogua r dlng tr.e righ t o!' every lncUvldual 

to ora•nl :.e wltn his foll ows ~&nci to ~ct collectlvely -­

W'\d peucubl y - - 1n t.he co.aon int.erest l 
~ 

llit.l er hu not worked t h•t WilY · He wUl not --

he c&nnot work t hat way. Jus t ;.s he denies • ll righ ts to 

O( budnen , of l earnlna: , of t ile cbW'Ch, He h&S llbOlhhecl 

troc.e unions as r uthleul y 111 h e has peru cuted reli g i on. 
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The powu Of tha d iCtll tOr -- u.nd indeed hll lite --

shall na wholly subject to t.he o~~nlpotant "ill or the lou.d.r 

•hAt it •ec..ns to tl.elr atund~o.ro or 11v1n&, tne1r rruo4o• --

their lives. No &roup t.111 1r. ctrauter st ... ke 1n t i.e dareu.t or 

Nadsa, 10 tt1e preserntlon or tt.e tundb.•ent.al treadoaa, in 

the cont1nu.1..nee or deuaocr~&cy t.nroue;hout the world.. 

Jol nt.l.y dac!1t; .. te ourselves t o t.lla pooauct.ion of the wa~r.pona 

;.-. ,._ ..-J-1 ~ 
or trudo• d1ll d•hraln~ th• lencth or tne orded t hr ouch 

whlcll hu:aanlt.;, •ust. pus . 
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~~:reat task befor e us . The defense of Aaerica•s r r eedoa aust 

t.¥ke precedence over ever~ privu.te DliD uno. over ever y prlv.-te 

interest. 

[*• ... re dependent upon one w1other . I n such WliOn 

tt..,re 1:> unfl~~ing uno. unconquerto.ble stren&t0 

or ln•u•ne violence !.~ave oeen let loose b) Hltler upon this 

earth. ·, tt !!lust do our fW.l p .. rt in conquerin6 t he11. For 

these forces a ... y be unlelt.SO.ed. on t t.!s n<ation II.S 1.8 &0 &bout 

our business of protect!"' tne proper interests or our 

countr y . 

The tuk of defelit.tlng Hltlu llhY be long and 

arduous . Th er e ~sre ~o. few a.ppe•ser s and Nu.£1 s:r-cp;..tlll~ers 

who Sit)" it cannot be done. They ev en lilk me t o nejotltote 

wlt.t• Bitl e r -- t o prto.y for c r u.ba from h h v ictor iOUll ta~.ble . 

Tney do, in f act, alii. •• t o beco.e thu IIIOd.ern Benedict Ar nol4 

ana betr lt.) all 1 hold de&ar -- ay Qevot ion to our treedo• --
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to our cnurcnes -- to out COW'ltr;~. 'l'his course l huve 

Instu.~.u ,I know tnat 1 epou!, t ho conscience und 

"-•ter llinatlon or \.118 AaeriC<o~.~l people wt.8n I s .. y t hll t. we 

shall dO OV8ry t hin6 in our po111sr t o crush Hitler o.no. n il 

llii.:&i force s . 

...no be:;ond. t his UJ1l wur - - 111'1\01'1 .. r ighteous 

victor ~ h~s been uttllined -- t here will bo t~>& pe<-ce in 

wh1CI\ o.ll n ation:s u.nc. llll peoples /lUst join. 

American liOrltttr S ..z\Q .\llllricWl f' ... rmurs 1 ~eriCO.J'I 

buslness•an .. r.d Jo.mo::~riclin cnurchaen -- .. 11 or us tode t her --

ll6.Vt;J tfoC e.re.ot r.asponsio!.l lt.~ ..JW. tllU c, r& .. t pr1Vil8~o8 Of 

1 ... oorlrot> 1.0 uu.il o &. d a.ocrauc •oriG on entturln& foWld .. tions . 

M..y it ba , ,.id on eolltt f uture Laoor oay b~ soae 

future Pres ident or tne United Stlitel th .. t. w <J (lid our work 

fialt h!u.l1y and well. 



SPEECH OF ntS PRESIDEb"T 

~Rl.I .. Y 

SEPrt:.:BEk 1, 1941 

*H******•"* ********-***':t+** 

On this day - - this .1\me rica.n holiday -- v.e celebute 

the rlghts of free laborir00 .en ~r.nd 1loomen,1·n o!:*f ftte uacoexne, . 

Tile preservt.tion of these r~hts is now vitally 

li:I!:>C)rt.o.nt not only to us who enJoy t hem - - but to ~ 

__.._~ the lfhol e future of Christian civlllz<otlon . 

Miler lean l abor , lnlloii' · •c · o 'niltl!l\111~· , c±teau CIQ;trreer-

-.l.n~iu-. nOlli beurs a treccndous r esponsibilit.)' i n tho 1lilnn1n& 

of t his most orut&.l, 110st terrible of all •&.rs . 

In our f ac t o ries •nd stops &..nd a r sen&ls •·e <ire 

bu1ld1f16 weapons ............. .,., _ _. .• _ , on a sc<ole o),': ;c::; in 

i ta ma.gnltude . To all the battle fronts of the • orld these 

wea pons a r e being dlsputched, by d.toy and by night , over the 
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dUln11''S W e Jb;t' 1 is now deviling and developi ng n ew 

weapons of unprecedented power toward the mainten~ance of 

duaocracy . 

Why are -ce dOil\6 thia? lilly are "'-e deterlll1ned to 

devote our entire n=t ' c , J 'W m1 ioMiil industrial effort to 

the prosecution of a w-.r which has not yet o.ctui:illy touched 

our own shor es? 

We are not " warlike people. We have never sousht 

&lory a s t> llb.tion of wu.rriors. "' ure not interested in 

aggression. v:e 6J'e not interested -- e~s the dictators lire --

in loot1r.g. We do not covet one sqWilre inch of the territory 

of any other ru;.tion. 

Our v~ast etfort , and the unity of purpose "hich 

inspires that effort, &re due solely to our recognition of 

the fact that our fWld.to.mentcd ri&hts -- including the rights 

of labor -- are threatened by Hitler's violent attempt to 

rule the world. 



-)-

These ri&hts were eat-.blbhed by our foretathns 

on the field of battle . They have been defended -- t..t areat 

cost but with greo.t success -- on the f i eld of battle , here 

on our o"n soil, ~>nd in foreign l ands , and on all t he ua;,s fil{ 

all over the ~orld. 

There Nos never been a 1110.ent in our hiStory when 

AtDer i co.ns wer e not ready to stand up o.s free aen o.nd filht 

f or their rights . 

In t imes of n~:~.tionwJ. emer.sency , one fu.ct is 

broU&ht home to us , clear ly and decisively - - the f~oct 

t hat all of our rights are interdependent . 

The right of f r eedom of worsh1 p y;oula mean 

noth1n6 witnout freedom of speech. And the rights or f r ee 

l&.bor as we kno•· them today could not survi ve without t he 

rights of free enterprise. 
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Thtr.t 1s the indeat.r~t1ble bond thCf.t is between 

us --all of us Iff J<mer lcons : Iuter<l.ependence of interests , 

privileieS, opportWlltles , r esponsibilities -- inter dependence 

or rights . 

Tha.t is what unites us -- ~~en c..nd "omen of all 

sections, of all r&ces, of all f&iths, of oll occupations , 

of all political beliefs . Thtr.t is why •• have been able to 

defy and frustrate the enemies who believed they could divide 

us f:lnd conquer us from within. 

These enellies all knor. that 'Ire possess a strong 

No.vy -- gli1n1ng in strength. They know that that Navy --

u lon5 as the Navies of the British Empire 1md the 

exist 
Netherl•nds llnd Nor way &nd Russb. -- can together gWir lilntee 

the freedom of t he se~:~.s . These enemies know tho.t if these 

other Navies are destroyed, the American Navy Cla.llnot now, 

or 1n t he futW"e, maintdn the freedom or the seas against 

1111 the rest or the world . 
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These e neaies know that our AriiiY~ incre~aain& 

daily in its all-round strength~ 11'-11 . soo.n h g i! a·~ 

t1nent&.l lim1 t 

fighters in t he battles now r~illi :ore those englt.ged 1.n 

Amer ican industr y , employer s lind em.ployees alike. 

These enemies know that the course of American 

production i n the past ye11.r h1u s hown enor mous gains a.nd 

that the pr oduct or these industries is moving t o the 

battle fronts &gllinst Hitlerlam in ilocr ea sing volume each 

do.y . 

But t hese enemies ~also kno" that our ~~orneric&.n 

effort 1s not yet enough - - liRd thlit Wlless we s tep up 

the totlil of our production and more gr eatly safeguard 

it on its journeys to the battlet1elds , these enemies will 

take heart 1n pushing their attack in old fields and new. 
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I a: ive sol emn Wlirning to those who t hink tha t 

.i[ ' 
Hitler has been blocked or h&.lted , t tul.t t hey are ~-{ 

t..sfA .. .,v;:~ . 
a very dana;erous ~- itben in any war ;,·our eneray seeas 

to be making s l ower progress thon he d id tr.e ye~o.r before, 

tho.t i s the v e r y moment to s trike with r edoubled force --

to thr ow more energy into the Job of defeating him -- to 

~ 
end for all tl•e the E8118Ce of world conquest ond.(end a ll 

t~olk or t noua:ht of any peace founded on a comproaise with 

evil itse lf . 

knd we know that a free b.bor sys ttt• is the 

very foundt~tion of ... functioning de.ocr llcy . 'lie know th~at 

one of t he rirst acts or the Axis d lch torships has been 

t o wipe out all the pr inciples W1d sttlndards which lllbor 

has been able to establish f or its own preservatlon and 

&dva.nceent. 

Trade wtlon i s a forbidde n philosophy unciar 

U1ese rule or r uin dic htors. For tr11de unionism demands 

full rrudom of expression to.nd peu.ceful assembly. Trade 
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Wl.lonlsca has helpe<1 to &lve to every one who toils the position 

ot dignity 'lfhich ts h ilS due . 

The present position of labor in t he united Sto.tes 

as e.n interC.eperw:ient unit in the 11fe of the nl<tion has not 

come about by chance . It baa bfum an evolutionary pr ocess 

..__._._....,_ . Govern t ha done i t s part f.lU'therin& 

""' this g rowth, by afegur..r lng the rig of e ry 1nd1v1dual 

to or ganize with hi ellows and to IJ.C co ectively --

And. pee.ceably --.,An the coiiiiDOn inte st. 

Hitler has not .-orked thtit wl:iy . He w-ill not --

he cannot work thb.t way. Jw.t as he denies all r i ghts to 

indivlduds , he aust deny all rights to gr oups -- ot labor, 

of business , of learning, of the church . He has abolished 

trade unions as ruthless l y a.s he has per secut ed religion. 
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The power of the ~-- W\d ind ed hh 1 e -­

depend on tl.e denial or u.ll ria;hts so that every tv dual 

shall be who subJect to the omnipotent ~r the l eader 

and h handful of hand-picked folloL 

No g r oup of J.•eric~ons hilS re&.li£-ed mor e clearly what 

Had Q.olllination or the 11rorld Deans, than hbs organized labor --

.chat it .eans to their standkrd of livl.ng, tl;e1r rre~om --

their lives. No group has a gr&ilter stake in the defeat of 

Nazi sm, in the preservation of the fundamental freedoms , in 

the continuance or democr~:~cy throughout the world. 

We have Uready achieved ouch; it 1s 1aperat1ve 

that ... achieve infinitely .:~re. 

The s1.nglelll1ndednesa and sacrifice ~~o·ith which we 

Jointly dedicate ourse lves to t he production of the wtu.pons 

'" ""b ~ .. ,JJ jl,.,r 
of freedom wtll detera1neA the length of t he ordeal t hrough 

which hWlanity must J*U . 



-9-

1.e chl'UlOt. hesitate, •• cannot e-.u1vocute in t he 

g r eet task before us . The defense of Aller 1c&.1 S freedoa aust. 

e..ke pr ecedence over ever y priv~.t te •1m WlO. over ever y ;~rivute 

int er es t . 

.. e a r e el\6&.&ed on ii ~:.rim &.u<i per ilo11s t.£.sk . For ce£ 

of insune violence h&.ve oeen let loose by Hitler upon this 

eurt ll . lie aaust do our f ull p...r t in con((uerlfli: t hem. For 

t hese f or c!'es may be unleoshed on t his nation -.s v.e t.O G.bout 

our business of protect!~ t ne pr oper i nterests of our 

countr y . 

The task of defea t ln& Hitler laotlY be lO:ti: ~&nd 

a rduous . Ther e "r e u f ew iappea.ser s o.nd u ... d s:;ap..t lllzers 

wbo sta:; i t c~mnot be Qon e . They e ve n ~osk c-.e t o ne6o t 1t>t e 

"ith Hitler -- t o pr ay fo1· c r ua.ba f r oaa h i .> vic t o r ious tt~ble . 

The:r ao, in f ;..ct, ask IDe to bee~ t hu IJK)O.ern Benedi ct .Arnold 

o.nd bet.ru.y &.11 I hold deu.r -- .-y uevot lon to OW' rreedoa --
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to our cnurcnes -- t o our COWll.ry. This course I h ... ve 

rtoJtct.eo. -- I NJect it ut:uin. 

In~to ... a,I kn()w thtt.t I spe<ak the conscience u.nd 

determin<a'tlon of tr1c ACier icwl poople when I Sb.Y tt.ut 'foe 

shall do everyth!l'l6 in our po .. er to crush tUtlor ..no. his 

Nli.ti force s . 

...nd beyond tbh 1J4lY •tor -- .-hen .. ri&: 

victor y hb.S b&en a ttai ned -- t her e wlll b he peuce in 

v.hich #11 nations t.nc. .-11 peoples mu? Join. 

nmerlc;.n liorkers una American r .. rmers, AmGric.._n 

bus1nesslilen ..:.nd ..c~erican cnurc:hmen -- -.11 or us tooether --

n~o.v~: t rHt 6 reo.~t respons.!.o!.lit> b.tx. tt.e 6 r eo.t privile•G of 

.l .. borlt~t> to ouil<a eo deiiiOCratic "orla on enduri.ng founct~Jtions. 

J.W.y i t be s~>.id on so110 f uture L<aDor v .. y b:,. soce 

future President of tne United su;tes t hn t wa d id our •ork 

faithfully &00 well. 
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or ou p1'04uotton and a>re llJ'M\17 .. r..--rd U oa U a 

Jcn~J'Mfa ~ t.h~ l».Ul anel fl, the .. enMJ.ea wlll t.ska b•rt; 

4<--, ~- -<'-l 
ln pallblftS' thalr at tao:!. l n ol1t thl4"J.. and new. 

~aln aole=n n.m lng 'to \bo .. wbo \bl.nk that l.ltler 

bll.a been bloa.ked a nd hal t ed, that t her an -.kll'fr6 a ••rT 

be •UJ.n&" alonr pi'Ogroe .. t han be 414 the 711tt boltoN, that: 

Ulro• ~"• •• "17 into the Job o r btMtlDS hb - to aaa 

all t;alk or Ul.o'*Sht or aft¥ pHoa toun4ed oa a oo.pro.iaa 

wttlt. a•ll ltulr. 

toundatlon o r a t'llno t1on1ng d.oorao;r. Wa kaow UY.t o• ot 

a:aa tlrat aota ot 1:ba A.zla dlotatonbip~ baa btan W ~ 

(1"--/(~ 
ow.t all tba prlnclpl .. aJld. ataad.al'lta 11b1ab labor Ma be• 

1\ 

able to "t~Plleb for l\a OWII preM1"'ftUoa ulll ~t. 



'-"""" 
YN4e un1oA1• a torb144en pbiloaophl' U*'-lr theM 

Nle or n&ln d1otatora. t or trada un1on1oa do'QI.IU\da tul.l 

poat U on ot d1gn1t7 wb1oh h b1a 4~aa. 

/~1aent poa1t1on ot labor in tho Dn1tM Stat .. 

aa an 1nterdapendent unl.t ln the lite ot the nation baa 

not ooaa about b7 o.banoa. It bae beo:l an eYolutloft&J7 

prooeu or a hul. tb7 dllliOorao)' at work. 
), 

~tlar baa not worked that .,-. lie will not - be 

lla&1 doa1.nat1oo ot the world •au \baa .baa orpaiaed labor-



-7-

1&&1•. ln tM p reeermtlcn c f' the f'Unduent&1 treedoJu, in 

tbat ..-e acbie.,. 1ntln1t&17 aon. 

~· llngl.e•l ndadne .. anc! uoriflce •1th which • • 

of treedoa wlll dohrslne ln no .... u pu•' tile length or 

t.he ol"'!eal through ,;hleh ht~~~anl tr an.aet pau. 

~cannot heel tate, we oa.nnot eqU1Tooah ln the 

gre.at taek before ue, !be detoeee o r &aer lca' e troed~ 

n.at tde precedence oYer $Yit'J' prlftl.h ala and o•er evu7 

or l .n .. ne 'f1oleft0e have been let looao bJ Rltler upon tble 

earth. We ~t do our tull part ln oonquering tbM. Pol" 

tbeee f'Ol'CU _,. be unlcaahed on t hh nation ae •• e o aboat 



~- t.u.ak ot def eating R1 tlor Wl1 be long ant'l arduoua. 

to pJ"&1 t or Ol'UIIIba f l"'Ol hla v l o to1"1oua tabl e. tho7 4o, ln 

t act, o.all • e to become t he •od$rn l ono41ot Arnol d and betr&¥ 

P-~w 
al.l /\1 bold dea.r - - d::J c1$votlon to ~r troedom - to our 

aburohe a - - to our OOWl~r'7· fbl a oou.rae I ba?e reJect~ -

l rejeo't 1t qaln. 

l natoad, I !mow thl'l. t 1 epo.U. the oonaclonoa and 

determinatlon o f the k:lerlcan pe?pl e when I .. 7 t h&t " shall 

do OTCJ7th1ng 1n our po-wer t <l crush K!tlor and hla lls d 

f 0 1"¢Q3. 

b1c11n workers} ~~ Aaorloo.n taraer a , AJMrl can 

;,~ 
badaaa•••~* Aaorloa>~ cbur~ _:.. a~l ot ua together - -

tan the great r .. pona1b111t7 a nd t be r;rent pr1rtlege or 



t\lture P roaident ot thtt UnHe4 !Statu that; • • did our 



wiaa1JI& ot tllh -~ 'DrwM.l, -t Wribh ot aU .... ,. I• ..,. hotort .. 

... •hot• " ' ... .-~. - .,. 1N1ldlJlC ~· - • •e&l• ...... t 111 t tl 

...U'-•• t. all •• be.ttl1 h•U ot tlt.o wrl' U.oo _ ,_. IU"' Nut; 

tt ...,te,_.* "oJ dy • • ~ atpt, - ttl• , ... a~~.d ~ U.. &Jr. W 

U..te •tt• te .- d....t•lllc.., ...,.l.,Utc - _,_ 91 ~~w. 

el.-rly •• -.hl'"lT - tbt t-.r..;hll> ~ ~~ .... S..t•r...,.Hat. 

!bo rtpt ot ,...._ •t -raM~U ~ notbi~~rt; wt.tlln.t ,,...._ of ,,...~~.. 
W the r 1P,'tl ot f rM l&lleJ' .. - ll:nw ~- tloly • ..U -' . .......... ,.. wtVJ...t 

tho ri&'itl ot frM -t.arprllo. !bat h tM la4altrv.\tbll ...., t hat 11 

....,_Ill u - all of \II AMri Mnll Jatora.p.dONII ot illtor.eto, ·~1"'•~1\Mh) 
U..,,() A 

opportmntl~~~MUtioo - ht.rMponod.IIII.M of rl&Jrt• • ftllt b -.t 

..UtM • • - ....... - of Ill eeett~•. of all r .... , ot all tatU..* ot 

aU .. .,..t; ... , ~~~U:tieal 'Hliot'l. t11.t ,...,,..,. • • Mft •- • •1• to 
.-a-~1 

Mf'J.., f'rMtnto Ulo 11'1.-111 ,., MltnM...,tMJ" ••ld a :n• .. •• ,._._ 

\l etr•wt.~tlo 

.. · ~; 
I &in 111- wvai.DC t.o tt.ooof.. tJUak t lat Witlw hao .... 

lllockod. •• MJ.Md, u..t tao7 .,.. Mk:1J1C • .. ,.,. u.c-•• .. ._.u... ._ 

b ., ..... .,_. • ...; · - 'too •• -.kit~~, •1- pr..,.... tllu .. did tbo ,.., 

llof-, -.t 11 tM,....,. _, U •trtllll wt.tll r MoalllMft- - te *-..,.. 
- 11 S..'- *o ~· ot .. IW.ti.J:I& ll1a - 1:1 I M fflr t.ll tl• tM -.o ot 'WI'lC 

•...-.•••~r'~"C&ll Wkw~et . ,. ,.... f-... " • .­

,._ .. ...t• o'ril ltMU, 



... 
Tbl ta• k ot • • t.UO& l t.tl v .,. M ~(J:~ '"'!loue. 

ll ' "' ~Uirt &ad -..11 .,.,.a\.M .. FI .tao N11\1t IQI.QOt be •••• ~ ..,.., 

&Ill: .. to ~t.ato rit h UU• - to pJ'aJ tor oi'IDI!bl troa M• T1ot1r lo.1 \. 

~111•· t't., ••· 1a f'Mt. uk - to ~- t.M .otw11 a.!lMiot .amou .,.. (:{~, 
MWIO' all I llol4 ~riJ~~.,/•""• to ou:r ~; to o.r ol!.w.M• -

to - -•trJ• tif' eo•• J hue rljMW• - /\I njMt n ~· 



1£!110 PROOJD •• I~ 1, 1Ml - 1.00 P .M., J,b,l,!. 

Optolli.q .--t. tr• l oll,_o4 1 .... ... .. 1 . 01"' 

.. hp Doqlu bt:rMad.-c 1Mb Ill· 
i~a -.all Chor,.. fT• Boll,...of .. 1,01.11 

llUqMa an4 Cboruo f'r• Boll~ "' loOI . U 

~11 !h-.. tr• • - York Utroeo• 
t..c 11 ... ,. J.1llau 1.01.41 

11._,. IJ.ll•• ,,.o.kiac ho• • - York 11 1.10 

.. 1.,.. Do\lc1 .. h• Boll)'W004 iat:ro-
.tuoil'IC .Juk1.a1 IJIIPhOI:IJ Oroho•tr• 10 1. 10. 80 

.Jo!lld.ne 'Y-fhOIIJ' Oroho1tn p11lfi.D.& 
tr• BollJWOOII 1 .11. 10 

'-ll t'h-.. h• hw Yor k 1Dt:Nduo-
1111 Wllliu or- ao l,U 

WllU• Grooa Jpoo.kiJI& t ro• Granf 
R• pUe , IU.ohi&NI 1.111 

~11 fb.-. f'r• a.. York int:ro®o-
tac Gol4• o.t. Quartot ao 1 . 11. 10 

Gollloll O..to Qurt.ot 10 1.11 

x-u !b-.. flo• • - York Ut:ro4uo• 
il'IC .J .... , CU'OJ, •po&kin& tflf' Philip 
lmrr_, •• 1.11.416 

,_., CVI)' •U:Hc tr• l'h11 .... 1ph1• 1.16.U 

.Lowll !h...,. 1"r• ._ York UV.dllo-
1111 D'llllt Jni.a f'r• Ln .. D 1.11. 61 

..-z.11t ll'rb opoUiDr& tr-. t..Mto 1,11.416 

Lowll fh~• tr• •- York iatrdmo-
Ute I .L.o.w.o. Cborue, with a.rr,. .... "' 1,19,11 

I.t..o.w.v. Ch.-v.• "' 1.11. 411 

.. 1.,.. Dooq1u f'r• loU,.... i..lrtn-
4uobc rU.io fr- "' l.N,ll 



la41o 4r- trM RollJW'O .. w1tll J-o 
Cep.•J• u..,-11. Anl.ol4, W .tbltre 

•1~ DIN&la o trca !oll,-od. 1Dtr -
4uoUs tho Pndcla.t ot tM U111 w• 
St&to• 

Pn.t4n.t ot tho llni t.4 at. teo fPMk­

loc 
MarlM hlwt Ph.Jt.DI !ho St&r l pM&l .. ...... 

-----11----

11 IU.u. '"'' l.U.ll 

.. l.U 

10 .... 
" 
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