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upoated more t1rnork•, 1n the inillll t able Menoken 1tyle. When he 

deal.• 10 gently ri 'tb the aohi•ements and .S.Iaobie.-ent• of 'the 

pae1ent .ldtli::1htr&t1on I opine that we Cl\ll t be pretty gOOd,' a!ter 

all, 

Btt wby i• Mr. Menoken here tonight a.a the 1 oppol1t1on epeaker1• 

J.17 underatanding of Gridiron 41rmere hae been that there aro only two 

unreported apeateu - one a epokesmen tor the J.dminlstraj:ion temporarily 

i n power, tho other a critic thereof. Tbu• , through the year•, the 

Gridiron Olub has beard Ropublloans and Democrats and there ba• been IIIUCb 

111irtb a• the ora.to:Uoal. rapier• naehedo 

Ra• the Republican party r eached such a pauoi ty ot talent that 

no one ..... branded o. o. P. oo\lld be oon1oripted tonight t o do bl• 

•tuff! Ho• h )(r. Menoken branded? I never regarded h1• a• 

ei tber a Deaoer&t or a Republican. Iotter following hh writings 

I•d rather listed b.l. as a follower of that t amoua 

old Iriebman wbo landod on our .bores some yeare ago and announced, ae be 

got ott the bo&t, 1 1 don•t lmow what eort of government you•ve got o"f'lr 

here, but wha.te"f'lr it i 1 I'm &gin it.• 

I find nothing in 1 1bo• s Who in America• to indicate the 

poll tioal. leanings of the preoed1ng speater . He i1 known ae 

the 1Ba.ge of B&ltheore,• i n wbloh o i tJ he wa1 born. !'bat State 

ordinarily goes DeiDOCratio, albeit we•ll have to adait there was • 

slight slip up there in ths Oo"f'lrnoubip r ace la1t loTeS~~ber. 



I mud adait that , ae irrltaUng at Uaee are eo11e of hie 

pungent etrlcwr .. , 'liT appeUh h inn.riably whetted for BOre and hla 

wr1t1np gin .. a chuckle after a hard da7 at the office. Bowe•er; 

cc:npa.ring the conetrucUve character of hie uUeranoee 1;bla evening 

with the euper -oonetructive Ohal'a.oter of hie paet wrlUnge, I am reminded 

1011ewhat of the etor y of a ruetic girl, who, at a midnight folio, had 

pend:tted many of the young gallanh to klee here ln the de.rknen of the 

enning. 

She Mppened to encountet a har~llpped fellow who poeaeaaed the 

requleliee ae well aa the inclination tor such a lduing party. The poor wM1 

girl cUd n~ know .-a 1;bla particular young na.ln waa har ... llpped. 

ao atter the performance abe inquired if ac11ethlng had not been the utter. 

He replied: 'I ati ll have the feeling, but I han loet -.y mapper.• 

SOC!ehow, JIUcy'be, llr. Yeoten' • 1 sn~er• wae lacki ng here tonight. 

J.e uauaJ., the Gridlron Olub has preeented a great entertainment 

at thte 41.nner. It has been lilY opportunity to attend...._. these al!lld.....un~ 

atfalra, off and on, elnce I •a. a young J.uhtant secretary of the 

la't'Y. And, &I yo\U" preddant, Kr. 'f:ri ght, hal eaid the 1 Grldlrcn warme 

but i t doe a not ecoroh; U brolle but 1t doe a not aear.• 

I neorer toot awa.r from a Grldlron cUnner a feeling of pique or 

reaentment. I think the country needa a club Ute thia to teep satirical 

check upon J.ch!Unhtratlona and public men a.a they come and go. 



But before I a.-. ooma to a more urioua vein i n rq own 

remarts, a protest or eo Wlould be reghtered. Wun• t it rather 

unkind that the Gridiron Olub had to baYe a skit on •vera Vandenbers-T 

MY good friend, Benawr W.Cdenbel'g, baA been oelebrat1DS the 

loY .. ber election• all by bimaelt. Be h one of 'the few employed 

Republioane. 

l'hy not let Arthur celebrate, 1netea4 o! putting hla through 

the 1tepe of the teneue waltz, whatever that hT 

JeYertheleel, the olub wu eon.tderate ot 1Ver& Vandenberg" 

when be W&ll not out aloug w1 ih xealll'e. Andrew 1'. Kellon and 

Ogdlll L. Milb in the 1Kan on the nylng Trapeze~' uu. 
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And n ought to ban a word of qmpatby, rather than a 

eha11DS on the gridiron, for rq friend Henry P. I} etcher. there a»pea:re 

to be a deaan4 in certain quartera, not relate4 to rq own political 

party; that be be 4epoaed. I ' • not in faYOr of that. Le:t' e have at 

leaat two more yeara of netcher. 

:Meanwhile, Ohainlan J'll!ltoher ma,y get conaolaUon out of the 

fact that eYery u .. a poll tioal party soe• 4own to defeat there ariaee a 

cry about ouating the cbain~an of the National OOm::d. tiee. such atorlee 

are good for publicity purpoaea, but i t ha.a been my obaerntion,l that 

it baa a1•a1• been mighty hard to pry looae a chainan 1'r011 hie job. 

I don't expect to read in the .c>rniDS p~era toatorrow that :Mr. Ft.etcber 

baa ree1gne4. 

I liked that aki t tonight wherein 1J'11Uam Oreen and Henry 

Ford •ere atarying o1'f on a trip together, •hatenr mey have been their 

differencea o..-er the proprietorahip of a Pull.m.an car berth. When you om 

pt theae two gentlemen into the aama eleeping car tr1 th :Mr. HarriiD&tl. and 

Kr. aeobt I 1'eel auured that .e trill get to 1 Prcaperi ty'rilla• ahead o1' 

aobadule. 

:u:ore aerioualy, 1t 1a rq prlrllege tonight, almoat on the ave o1' a 

r .. Tear a •••.aa• o1' ccn'rictloo that at lut thh COWltry h&l weathered 

t:ba eoonosic at:o:n. and we can aae the mO'I.Ultain peat• o1' better timae. 

rarm priou are going up again. Debt readjuablenh are 

being acb1en4. Public oon1'1denoa 1a rapidly returniDS• 

in general 1• on the upl11't and goTarnment raoatph are 1ncraaa1ng. 



fbe 4da1niltrat1on h hopeful that the extraordinary 

tor r elief and una~plor=ent purpoaes aa.r be kept to a lllinlaull duri ng the 

oollling rear; although aoiHbow the hungry auat be fed and 'the ~elterleu 

IIIUit ban ~elter. 

The Adm1n1atratlon 11 alec optlaietlo concerning the 

pollotea we are tryi ng to preu -.1 tb foreign countries and that web 

negot1ai1one will broaden our marteb abroad and rewl t in lnoreued. uporh. 

1'1 thin a IIIODth a new Oongreu will oonYene. I haYe no 

llliagiTinga about tb convening. In other worde I do not feel, aa 

cUd another Pruldent of the United Statea, t hat I will han to l ament that 

11 haTe a Oongreu on my band-.11 

Indeed; the lbl te House teel e that the new Oongreae rill 

n1ng &long 1n a eplri t ot cooperation th&t baa e.xiated between the 

b.ocutlve and Legl alatlve branobea of the Government i n all per loda of 

natlon&l. erur genoy • 

l'e have now reached that point tn our program when, gui ded by 

the • apertences of the put, we can retain ite goo4 features and 

elbdnate the 1Japraot1oable on... In thla endeawr, -.hether or not 1i 

be aatlrhed u the progrua or a santa. Olaua, 1 aeet the co~ttnued 

cooperation or the Oongreaa, your otftl organ.h;atlon ot nna wrl tera, and 

the uertoan people, regar4leaa ot polltlcal tal tba .. -
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In •Projuo:lieea•, SiTt.h Seriea, hncken aaidl 

"J.ioot of t ho evils t.1111t continue to beset A&erlcan A 
Joun\811~= tod11v , i n truth , ere not due to the rv:-cllllty ~ 
of owner s nor eYen to the Ki!fflniM boiiL1111t o~ bueine1111 
IIIUio.; era, but oi.,U, and 11oldy to t.he et.ul)idit,y , oo"ardice 
tnd l'hll111Unl1!11 of worlc1njC ne•11ne.per -en . The o:ajorlt¥ 
of u- in U..Oet evcey t..ericM city, vre still 1~noau .. e 1 
ltnd . roud Of it. X X Jt X X 

•I htlve JtJaelf been d .. ned aa a wblic ene117 
for e~~llil'lll' at.te~Uon , e•er and .,,.,... , to t.he lnt.olcrttle 
ineo.petence and QllllCir.Cn' of all N._ a --..J.l llinoritJ 
of t.he r.aehlngton COl'J'CeDOI'denta.• 

•·•rJ.rd-rnte .-on, of COUTM~ , exJ.et in all countriee, ) 
but 1 t is onl,y hcrn Uu t tho:t ero In full control of tho 
~~~ te , Gnd with it Of ell the Mtiontol tltf:ndfll'ds. X X X X 

MThat Ule Unit.Nt Et.tote11 1A elfr.enUIIlly 8 co~n
weL.lth of t.hlrd- rl'lte ~~en - that di10t:ncuon h efley here 
tocau:e the £(!nero..l level of eult.ure , or infort Uon, <Jf V11te 
e.nr Judf1J£nt, of ordint.J7 eo.cetenctl h eo low. • 

In hia •Hotel on ~riiC'J'" o llr . ile"lelr.cn ~r: 

•Poll Uca ~•r do;aocney CQnabt.a alllont. •holly of 
t.lMI diaco\·ery , cheN and acot.eblnr o! l:u(;&booa. •be at.at.e.aza 
~-:J, in t.r.e last. elllllJah, a lieN -.:l..tch-hmt.er , a dorified 
... l l er and snooper, et.ern,..lly ch,.nt.Jn,. •re, Fi, Fo, Ft.•. It 
hell been eo in tt.e United ft..c. t ea Iince the ear.ileat. da;ya . " x x x 

•Gov~x-raent. under de-o<:rllcy ia thUII governnent tr arK)' , 
al-aat l::y orgttBII . It11 proceo&oa ar e -ae t. teautltully dbnbycd 
l!t. t.l:l:c e •hen they ~tend IIOBt. nn.ked - - for exa~~~ple , in war daye . 
'J')1e h.lat.or y of t.,e A~rictt.n llh"M! in t.he •·orld 'ilnr ia abply t1 

ro1cord or oonflict.in« foor11, !ION t.hon Of'CCI r:.aount.inr, t.o l'renllil'l . 
Tl'>e 110b, a t. tile &t.art. or the uproar , 1hol"ed a elndcal r eect.lon: 
it. woa ee~ onlJ' t.o teep out. or &ncar .• 

•ro Def cnae or Toaen•, putJlahed i n 1918, Wr. Ji.encken saya , 



•JI'llftt we need, t.o ward off 110 oerltcy and safe(Uf'rd the 

~~;~~~~~a~e~~M~Il~i:: f~"~f 11:v~~:~· c~ ~~~ 1:r a thia 
l'n1ff 10 pollierful. t.ht~t 1t. 11'111 call 11 ht<lt uron the Mvipation 
of tha nhip f:rom the forecll!tla, 1.nd J)Ut a COil'Oetent s teff on 
t.he br16P"e, end le.y a couree that h deacribeble in irt.ollil'.ible 
ten:.s . • 

Ir. t.he P'itth f~riu of •Prejlldicea•, lb-• .!encken &akea 
thiaatf.te!SCnt: 

•A •a~'lillll:ton COM'flf'P"ndant hone wit.b a apeeial 
talent for fdllav to MIO Y:Mt h befom hla eye~~ . I hf'" 
beheld a .. ~.ole herd ot thell ait th:rou..:.h a netional c:mvention 
11itl:out once laupt:J.n, . x x x x x 

•r lc:no• of no b&ric11n "ho atf.:rt.a fro&l a il.lf"her level 
of Uf>iratlon th/11'1 the joumali11t. l!e ill, in hia first phaae , 
,anuinal,y J'OIIItlt.ic. HI' pl11ns to be both 11.11 ~rt.int and o 11101"1\lht -
a IIIAat.er of lovely '!;'Orela and a 110rchunt of eound idev.o . Ho 
cnda, c~, u t.he .a11t. depNleain~ j,cn.aa in hh ca.-
.unity - that i11, if hb cr.rel'r !l'Oeil on t.o wh/:lt. is called 
llllCCCIIIJ. • 



!.II ").:akin& 1 Pre.,l<ilnt~, by Henry L. loltlncken, t~ author 
•4• the tollowina: political pro,bac)': 

~Roos~Yalt wUl probably corry all th6 SoutharD Otetea 
that A1 l ost 1n 1928, doapite tho ditrlculUoa that the r ap ... al planlr 
11 bound to roi~o in sooe or them, but l1o will ee:-ta1n1)' 10M Nt~a 
York, e.n!l. there is little ohenoe that l1o will eorry...aaaaohuaotu on4 
its tributarie:~. ria IC4y win no•orthelau, b:at it' l1o does it will be 
bye.ll:indoratra.cla. • 

ln tlle - p:abltca\lon, IU!>ae~Uiillllt to tbl ChiCu.i:O ConT~UIUOn, 
..:r • .:Onebn saH: 

"3Ut Roo.sa•el\ -. and now the psrt y blgtc..l th.a ~pdp 
with" c&D.lid"te wao tw.s 111.1lUtu~11 or JIO'I'ert'Ul 1..11<:1 ll:!pllcable 
IDODiea , en~ 1a in t;:aMral r.r too r.a L. an.d wiahy- ..,.ahy a felloe 
to 111.ll:a a really et!'lotl•e M~t. 



lo!r . President and Members of the Gridiron Club: As I have been 
pr ivileged to attend Gridiron Club dinners thr.>ugh the years, I am 
impressed wlth the thought that o.ge cannot wither or custom stale 
the 1.-:fintte variety or the Gridiron Club. But i!l S0!18 features I 
have observed that the old ordPr ch.Dngeth; that a kind. of renaissance 
is creeping ovar this ancient institution . While u.ny of your Jokes 
are o<>rhaps still as venerable as your years, I have seen signs that 
you are not afraid to take on a tbing simply because it is new , or 
to br eak away !rom a tradition which has not hing except age to re
colllJiend it . 

For instance , you have changed t he opening of your dinner. Toni ght 
you changed it for the second time . If this continues you will soon 
have what the diStinguished Chief Just ice of the United States :rlght 
call a precedent . I came to Gridiron dinners when I was Aellistant 
Secretary of the Navy and again when I was Governor of !lew York . I 
have never forgotten how you started your dinners in those days. 
Just as the guests 'tl'ere about to begin on the firs t course there was 
always a crash at the curtain on the F Street side of this hall. I 
underst and it was made by J im Preston, who dropped a ma!;S of broken 
crockery from one ttn container into another . It l!lllde a bang that 
always startled the Uners . Illll!lodia tely therea fter the PrPsident of 
tt\e Cl ub would r ap his gavel and gravely ask : 

"llr . Blc.nk, wllnt was that t errl ble crash?" 

i:.!r . Blank would go to t he platform and in impressive tones announce 
so~ething like this : 

"1-lly that was Jir.l Farley trying to explain how the De:a.ocr ats lost 
Vermont. " 

Or pcrru.ps he would say: "Why ttu.t was Senator David Reed trying to 
ge t out of the tornado in Pennsylvania . " 

Everybody would l augh o.nd t he dinner was off t o a good start . 

But at the last diM r thrr9 wus no c:r&.sh at the curtain . Instead, 
the proceedings were opened with an a l phabetical parade through this 
hall , in which aany me!llbers participated. Apparently the crash at 
the curtain is a thing of the past for tonlgt\t the proceadiDia were 
opened with a Santa Clause parade . Thus , after rtny years, the 
Gridiron Club is changing . It is &ett111£ a move on itself, makiD8 
a recover y , I hope, and in any event keeping abreast of the t i mes . 
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