


SPEECH Or THZ PRES I D£N'f 

ORIDIROU DINNER 

APRIL 5, 1941 

l!R. PRESID:e::NT, ~E:RS OF THE GRIDIRO!I CLUB A!:O Ot1~STS: 

I ac sornewhat tu1•1; tunirht , for I should 11ke to 

t.allt or a t h1nr_ called "ttt.rllotphere", .. hlle I re::.e~::ber at J 
,, . .1; . . / b'<U· l 

the ear.e tlme tt.nt I ro:~ heN u a eueet: ~~ ....... t.oet...l ~ 1 I 
~ ( {o ) 

In t he enrly do.ys of tl".e tlrst Gern:a:'! occupAt1on ... It . 

or Bel gium, Brand ll"hltlock, AC our Ambar;eador , sue:sested /.. 

to t t-:e Stt~.to Depo.rtrnent that it waa perhaps difflcult for 

• I J • .:;i I -
Anericflns at ~<Xl:e t o .IH.~ J!."~ oc.c and ever. sl!le!lj tl:e 

~tt~~K>sphere or a constantly exp11n~int. "?r1t'l o.t l'l.or, 

I' 
I ..-ns here in Waehlnt;ton--I-reMeebe!" those dAy£. 

l!ot many or us 1n the Govern"'ent, not !llllny perhap s or tho 

. .... 
Gridiron Club ~ed that atnoaphere ; r ,(,,. ,, 1 '/;,. ... l 

~~~~,._If 
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We round tl':ruat upon ourJ.te:!. \·ea a ne'r.' ecor.ony - -

1udden c:ht~nees 1n ll!l\terlnl th1naa ; B'.ldden exp,.natona i n 

aplrltual outlooks. 

Yeo, we rene'! o r !lien kllled in battle -- t hey "ore 

not our eons; li'C re!'ld of ne,.. f orma or tmrfl\re on eeo and 

la~d - - tl':e torpe~oea thl'lt sank other people 1 e eh1pa ; the 

hettvy artille ry t hftt destroyed other people 1 G c1Uee. 

So "" llved on - - from J uly itl , 1914 t o April M', 

191? -- nearly three years o f a life of unreality. 

Yes , we let~.rned certnln reatralr,ta, tor I rernOT:"ber 

thnt 1n those &lye even the Gr1c'!1ron Club Dinners ahol"'ed 

In non~~t~l tt.oea or pet~ce , or plllytul cr-rt oonlnt ot 

domeatlo pol 1t1cnl p11.rt1ea and CM':CildAtee and Preslder.ta 

end ex-Preeld~nts, lt wee t he tradlt1on, even then, tMt 

the head or our Nation, at tl':e close or t hose dlnnera , 

t~hould rise nnd r e t u r n blow tor blow ln a due l or wits , 



v _,_ 

rhlch would excite tt.e r:t1rtl': or your eueats , and , at tl':e 

aruz:e till:e , sooth ant'! flatter the Gridiron Club , which even 

then 1m.a a eerloue orcanlr.n.tlon -- an or[f'nlr.!ltlon which 

~ r'!et~rded lteelt as a vehlcl~ tor b.ughter, but 

never ~~Ml.t as a eub,lect tor lnU{;hter. 

t". 
I reaumber t hr>t.' ln J uly , 1918 , I attended the 

ftllliOUS Annunl Dinner or G"'y' . !r.n ln that ~8 I 
,.- .. ~" 

.=eu:.abethan btlnquet hall , .om.w unhapp1ly bottbed. Blr:<enhene 

prttslded , Chur<lh111 spoke , so did Ullner and Bill four and 

S:nuts and LLLurler . Do1m the lone tables ClU"'S dhhee ot 

C~ac:aron1 , or perl'.ar.s lt was a"!)AfhOttl , follond rron Mnd 

t;J hand by the cost amat.ln£ hU£8 pepper (rlndere that I 

t.ese ever seen. One halt turn or the hn.ndle T"Ould ~~~t~ke 

your t:L!l.caron1 black. The Lortl Chief Justice or Er:rlt~nd, 

:)fl my rleht , pll"aded .,.lth 111e to cover my aacnron1 11. hll.lf ,._ L J;.-1,/i 

"'"W\.J-(1\:'PI. in black pepper. !te ec.14: " l.!y boy, tl':1e 1a the 

famous vintage pepper tth1ch I'I'C bring out and eat after 1t 

1-.aa ret:~t~1r.e4 in our cellars for one whola century" . /-. /,'t'' y u-r ,_ 

tfl,; 



v 

v 

-·-tJ,,,.t 
I looked at hllt lr. horro r an(\ he wld " Why , t!tY boy, lt l a 

I 

a p ·ent trntUtlon or Orny1 a I nn , but, perhar>o I should not 

ur ee you t o tl".row your restrfl , nt to the t~lnds , tor new 

do.y e hD.ve come, ar'IC'I the wtnnll'l£ or thl! .,.r t'l.[:nlnat t hose 

who would destroy delf!ocre.cl ea l e perhaps more lmportllnt than 

the tradl tlon or vlntl\r;e pepper" . , 
lt'-t .1. ~ ~ .&/;/) 

Speoklng or tl':e &tn:oephere or todo.y,.-~l'he;p:s 7 
t T. f,,J,. . AQ, . 
~~that these dlnnera,..o.:M..-the vintage pepper 

y·hen the vor)' existence t} ur (rf'n~ch1l~ren tre111blea ln 

the balance -- when tor a .mne ,.. r~uat pos t pone the 

reneral or the happy dt~ya or the hletorlc " etve """" tnke" 

lf"J I, I '"c' 
ot these dl r.nera --

1 
there l'l"fl aor~e thl!1E8 lr. lite "'h1ch 

out)lt t!) be atretted l n any e~erlr.g - - And other thlnca 

""' Jr;:,(/ 
rhl ch ~~ pu t i nto cnaphor untll the wnye ot 

po•ce co•• bRok ngn1 •'-/; 
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!lone or thla •el\na, of c?urse, thltt any of ua ou:·ht 

to l ay aelde our eenae of humor. I turned do'l"n ll Mn the 

_,;, ('/ 
other dt\y for appointment t o a high Federal o ffice, beclluae 

ho has no eenee of humor, e ither ln bnd tlr::.ea or ln goOO. 

I myself ~k I have a aenu of hUC'or , though 

0 "• ,.,.... _ n.-=ymt , hardered by U:e nlatortune of having to 

live in 'A"ashlngton under AM lr.l stratton after Aru-tlnlatro.tlon, 

~,..- ,~,.7 \> I 1 '/" 
lrHiiet that I ac ~-ppan.t !!ht:m"""Jcr!qi-& .. ._c g"'mn ~•t 

J, ,.r:;:- f ;' 
j.r~e~.k ,; ,,J, ... (I , 

You and I have ueen plplng times of lnterr.atlonal 

pooce when the lfiMpoonln{ of~ foreign stetee~en 

lltl.de ve ry little d ifference to tt:e ar~elra or tl:e -.orld --

tinea when pflrtltl .... n appe,.la could be cml"'e rldlculoue by 

lioerle!te - - when we could think 1n terms or fllnnlng 

elections ln counties, o r o1t1es or states by v1cwlng w1th 

10081 prl<!e and dacn1ne w1th local alarn, 



u 

-·-
But lr. dtlya like tt.eee a new at!"oephere !Mkea the 

hAllowed caricature a 11 ttle lea a hWIIOI"'UII -- makes the 

o\ In! 11 .. , • ~I " 
eubject or the lee;ltlmflte peace- tlr:.e ~·a lltt.le 

leu 1ntr1E;ulng on the front pace a+--ehe'Q?~ t hnn lt 

~ 
la when the pfltl ent 1118Y real~ ,o 'under the kn1fe.r f.;-· 

~;fl, ••:.:_•xanph,A••• unqueoUonably 

a alt1 t subJect ln 1932 or in 1936. But because or this 

thing, which I call " Atmoaphere ", nlltlorutl unlt~'1::-;N 
" 7:., , v • • "' /.t•r 
.LS.Ue~.t~~ ll'l l:~otl·. I' • 

In a world or surprise , or sudden declelon, or 

shock , or aacr11"1ce,Tione or ua can live wl th our er:~otlona 

alone -- our l'llnda and our bo~lea atretci':.ed to tension 

point -- not at least wl thout ar. lnterluJe of reltlxatlon . 

The l!.koaphere of tteee Sprlr. dnya or 1941 allo• ror thnt 
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An<'l •e are happy «t leAat ln the ;.;no.,ledge thr<t 

t.he Gridiron Club t>ff?rth ue fl renln~er tt:f t tree speech 

1s atlll in 1te poeaeoalon fin~ ouro. 

Yea , stlll ln_ ti':.e pouoaalon or t he Gridiron Club 

ond the u ... tlonal Preas Club ant1 tr:.e ifhlte House Correspondent• 

A.'"lerlcnn Society of !letrepaper t<:'lltore - - anl'l all the other 

or(;ftnl'latlone ln the field of Jourrualism - - and free upeech 

1a atlll ln the poueaslon or the Presi dent of the United 

StAtes. 

So r~r as I am oonocrr.ed , 1 t Yl'lll alweye reMlr. 

tt.ere ln all those plll.cea , ft)r th1•t la rt.ere lt belonge , 

Amerlcn , 

d be a thine t the 

t"el ve month , 



u 

v 

1-. - It la laportant thn.t 1t r euln tree, tor the 

1upprea.ton of lt 111 a mortal weftpon tt'.At dlctatorehlpa 

c.U r eot against their o'll'n pooplea and agftlnst our future , 

Ap-alnst that r.1ortnl weapon, ar.:ont many other e vil thlnge, 

. I . t. • • t 
Great Britain fight! tod~ty . Towa1'd the cmppr eeslon or llll 

thou evtla, the United StAtu haa pled£ed lts aupport . J---
edom ot epeeoh and or the press still haa a 

llVl l'l{. 118anlng -- eanlnf' de!lned to our cl una by 

the preaa itself. Govern:ne crln rtve 1t a negative 

protection - - but its care , lta <reae tlon and ita uae 

/ 
Are the r espons1b1l1 ttd: or the preu 1 tael! . o reader• --

aoat ~ders - -"'1>el1eve tl'-.At tt:e prua ahould preserve lt J 
r~~eetructlon now, 

•/r;. V" • ~ I }I. l. ' J. I ( ·"' '/ /,{ .,~ { <: 
Some day -- perhapa ln the next centUry -- a 

def1n1tlve historian 111'111 nnme th1e war . I hope he wlll 

call 1t "the war ror the rottom.tlon an<l preaervotlon or 

t'e.lth" . 



I say this because th, war was conceived ln the 

breaking or ratth. There are aone of little faith who 

1'f0uld go back t o mletnkea of policy or e r ror a of jUCI£lllent 

tho.t were baae6 on the ooourrencea tha t followed on the 

endi ng or the tlrst World War - - mletnkee llnd. e rrors Which, 

nevertheless, were baaed on good i ntent . 

There are those acone. ua - - :~en of littl .. f11lth --

-,.ho laugh at the Learue of llt~tlone -- &t tl:.e errorts to 

f!lta t.u troll Jo1'nlnr~tla1; ~rue; there are some who laugh 

at those who ln l;;'~ou~·ht ~~ .. ;o~ 'f~t~ rer tt r educt i on 
I 

l n the !laval armaments or the world; tl:.ere are aoce who 

laugh o. t the sincerity or an Ar.lerlcan Secretary or State,-" l(r h ~ / 

who initiate!! a Pact among many natlono for the peaceful 

settlernnnt or problems between nnt1one; the r e a r e some who 

?tr, \/'• ~ 
1P0uld not stand behind t~nother Secretary or St11.t) who 

proposed not to overlook the nn.gro.nt violation or solemn 

treat1ea in 1931 . 
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An<! alnca th•t dnta:1 t~~ aacredneaa or the pla ... ed 
A 

word - - the sanctl ty ot the splri t ot good tal th -- has 

gone fl'om bad t o wor se . I repeat that thia war aprinse 

tror.1 the broken treaty, the ignored worl!l , the violated 

ralth. 

Yet, good telth, ln epirlt and in truth, Me not 

perlllhed. It hae not perl!Jhed in Great Br1ta.1n; 1t has 

not perished ln Chinn.; it haa not perished in Greece ; 

1t hns not perished in YucoalAvla. ! t hns not perished 

ln thlo Homlophare. V :::•• dled ln the Unltad Stataa. 

I t has not ~ the hMrts of million• of 

' 
people on the Continent of Europe or t he Continent of 

Aala -- peoples whose voices tor a while are etill , whose 

bodlea tor & while are ln bondtl£e , but whose faith ir. 

good fll.lth llvce on dellthleae. 

We eat , we drink, we are merry . But 1n our hearta 

•e do not laugh at tlll th -- good faith . We keep our hUD~or, 

but we know tl-.a.t unleae •e roatore the good fe lth of thia 

ruo.tlon anc.'!. of all the other nations upon earth, r;ood talth 
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will tltke nlrht beyon~ recall, and the keepln£ or our 

hwaor will etan~ ua then 1n little atead • 

.9"' 
So ror the salvation or out~ humor, let ua br'lng 

back the goo~ ra1 th or the world. 



v 

SP!tCK OP THE PRlSIDENT 
GRIDIROW DU:I>'D. 

APRIL tl, 1941 

PRESIDENT, lal!BEM OP THE GRJDJROII CUll All!) 001:5,.11: 

u tr .. tue tlM tt'.at I - hero •• a cue•t and not u a 

In the url:r da.J'I ot u. nret Ge~n oeo~~p~~tton 

to thllltAtiOepart:llent that lt .. lplrhapldlt'lo"lt ror 

Orldlron Club pelhd t~t a:.Oipberto. 

au<ldln oM.ni>U 1n _ __ .,., ___ _ ....,= .. 
~er: ,a_,u,.eppUI \J"l' t t 

...y. aater1al thlng~ -;~...._//,,.. ~ M· WI-'••.-..1 L-. 

:;J,; ,j-.(' '"./ /.nj_ ' 



?•'\ \lo'o. 
:t .. ·- HI'eiOdei:l' - .tllllld lnt.tUII·-the7tre NI 

aa w•lh·e-4 c.n - - :rro. J ulr 31 , 1914 tc. A.p rU e , 

l:tl? -- n .. r11 threa;raarao:l'al1:1'• otunl'fii.Htr . 

Y11a, ••harnlldcar;alnNtnl"'tnta , torlre-bllr 

oA"""•{ 
that ln tho•• daTa aYen t he Ortdlron Club Dtnn•n ~ 

dor~tatlopolltlcalparU .. fl.nd.cand l detuand Prtaldlln tl 

""4 u -Prealdenta , tt waa tho -----tl"'"'"'·-•--=~ 

th11 cloae or t~ae •Unne re, ehould rl .. and Ntturn bl,. 

r,r bl:1W 11\ a duel or wua
1 

'lltltch would IIXGltll the •lrth 

otr?Ursu .. ta,endatth•UMtl••aoothandtbttar 

the Or\dlron Club, whtch ,,..n th11n Wflll a .. rtou• orzanl-

ua vahtola r or111.ughto r , but nuer res,.r4•4 u .. H 

u a aubJ•ct ! o r l auehte r . 



the r11 lnte o rthot•ontUt enturr. I re• .. berthat 

ar'I4BaltourandS::nlt ea""-t..urta r . Downtheloll£tabl .. 

CIUIId1eMaot•caront, or pertw.piU,..Ie~tt1 , 

f..~f~ 
tollond rro• hand to hand by tha -•t a•ul~ pepper 

srln4ere t~.a~ J haTe e•er eeen. One Nolt turn or the 

hal'\dla.ouldC\Ilke:tour af\CilrDn.lblaok . 'rhe t.or<t C:hlet 

Juatloe ot £ne;l&nd, on "'1 rlJht , plu.ded wlth •• to cour 

111 -.e&ronl • h<l.l.t a n tnch ln blec'lt: peppe r. He ;:~t·u:~J 

bo)',thlele thet.-oue...tn~eP'l'Pir•hlchn _. e&t 

~\hal ~.lned ln our cellar• tor ona whole eentu..,..• 

I loo'lt:e4 at hla ln horror and he Hld 1'1ht, ., boy, lt t 1 t-r 
a p-eat tr..dttlon or Grat ' • IM1--~ perhapl j:tr I 

1hould not urge yoo t o throwyourrenretnt to the wtnd1 , 



rC -~r.;t-1 
S9eAkli'C o r,.,at..oaphereA l,.a_,.,.. -+•-· '--'-' ~,..,. "'' 
~laltpei"N.pe .-.....J:::..""t:~et4Utthe.t~ 

,.;;....., .. '"' l;t . : . .~ ll/ !. ' ' :::; 
till•"~"' +~o.~.oa..""'" ... t ntag• pepP"r .,.....r IV~ q~/~.., 

5pet~~kl nr or etaoaphere, lelt~oaugraat 
tl'wot .t~en the Yart axtatonoa t o r our Sl'tlnd<:h11d ren treablu 

!-.' 'l;-. L~(, 1< '•""...< 7,l P.:r;t"-~l:J: '<<•'-' 
l n the btlllan<:e -- omen ~ .. hoopp7 4ll7fl ,..., r 1. 
Ule hlat:~rl<: 1 gl'l'e and take1 or these dtnnar • .,...._ 

......... ~--_....._,_,.MM.-'"'""'-""''-''"''-·,._h......,.....,..._~ 

tn Hta whloh ought to be atreued l n Ant catherlftf:, 

tel! clt•ttattl rau •o tbct 'h~ 

lt!'T!r-.cl.woll; ug 01 -- arA other 

or p41aoe ooae bac'kap.l'l . 

tcone or tMe aNne, or oour .. , t.Not &IIJ' or ue 

~oue:ht tolat•ald~ our "n"othu .. r. 

I turn.cldoen a-.ntheotherdA7 rorapp<>tnt,.ent to a 

hl&h radel'fll ornoa beeauea he l'woa no eenn o r hultOr, 

alther ln b&d t1111U or l n goo4. 



or :rou cooo pe-ople oa.lled lt •a une• or t he rldlculoue• , 

You and I ha•• nen plplrc U••• or lnterr.tlonal 

H•erloke -- whenwecouldth lnklnte,..eotwlnnlng 

eleotlone ln counnu , or clUe• or etattl b:r vlewlngwlth 

Httle leu lntMgulna on the rront pace or cllaln paper. 

thllnlt La when thepe tUnt iiQ'I'Iall:re;oundlrthekntre . 

NaUol\fol unay, bywayor•x~h, •••unquntlon-

abl:r a elr.lt eubJect ln l9J2 or ln lV~. But bloauee or 

thh u.tnc, w.tch 1 ca.11 "&t"lphou·••, r • rt ..,.....,.. 

'hd £-..~·· It 
~lolt<'lpN= T ..,.-w~ natlol'lllun1t7 "--- ''de-



aplltttncaubJaetlnl94l. 

In a .orld or 1urprt .. , or au4<1an dlelalon, or 

ahock , ot aaertnca , none or ua OAR 11'+'1 wlth our ecotlona 

potnt--notatleaatw1th!1Utantntarlu4aorrela:utlon. 

Tha atiiOaphara or th111 Sprlns ""''' or 1941 allow ror that 

ralau.tlon, but 1t the Uu bl out or Jolnt, lt doaa ftllt 

... n u.at1~1-;:=~::=tultl 1:>1 out or Jolnt too. 
~ -

tha Ortdlron Club a rrorda ua a realntllr that rraa lpll()h 

laattlltnltapouant onantloura. 

Yn, atlll t n the po111111on or tha Orldlron Club 

and t.l\1 Raotlonal Pn111 Club anti tha Whtta HQull Corrnpond&nU 

Martoa:~ Soetatt or l:ewapapar rdl toN -- anti all tht' o~he r 

o~anUaUonaln the tUltl ot J ournau .. -- and tnaapeeeh 

11 1t1ll tn tha po111111on or tl'lt Pral1dant or the Unttad 

So tor u I Sll.eom ernll! , 1t wUl atwa11 reutn 

tharatnallth.o11plaoaa, rorth.at l awMreltbllonga, 

ln apttaor tharaet thatatlaaltll rar'Oiokaal9M 

nottona or the pren anti 11ottona or tha Concran wpt 



Ol'Oood.lla teart to proYa that that t ... t tptt<lh ln J.Mrle. , 

U 1t l rapertant that 1t rouln trt~ tor t ha 

IUpp ... ttlOn Of lt 11 a-or tal ftllp()l'l that dletttera.'llpl 

Great lrlttln t J.&ht a todaf. !o•rd tht au.pprtulol'l ot 

all thou t'fllt, tha Unlttd Stataa hu pltdatd ltt 

aupport. 

F'reall.emot tpttoha~or thtpreutt111haaa 

11Yil'lllltanln{[ - - e. 111t61'1l"' defined to our o1t11tl'll b7 

prouotton -- but aa care , lta pr attr¥at1en and lh uta 

.... t~ retponatb1llt111 or tha pretl ltttlt . So•• 

.-.adare -- 110at raadare - - hJ.ta·ra thAt Ula prau thould 

So•adaJ ·- pa r hll.p tln tha nntotn tu r7 - - a 

datlnlUYI h lttorla n will nama thlt Qr. I hopa ht 

w1llcal1 n . e:f;.r t or tht r utoNtlonandpratarratlon 

ottalth" . 



'or'Mlll"' or t&tth, 'rher-. e-re 10M or l1Ule ratth 11:.s 

on the end1nl o t the t1-r1t Wo-rl~ Wa-r -- 11\1t~lo.e1 and 

e-r-ror$ Witch, neYerthele•• • .. ,... ba1..t on too<! tntent . 

-.be l"~~thJ• at tiM Lea£Uo• ot lllatlonl --At the ettortl to 

~,. ...... ~,_ .. , 
ut.•peecea-ong..at1on&-ol"llecur"t:.,.mol"U£h~ 

~e at thou, who , tn tooO talth , pr"t.enu~ the 

Unite~ sutu trolll t:· .·~'l ~( ~(l ..... ,t~ · "'" 
-lk .. ~A-"iP--1 

---·-~~--~• .,._...,._.,;A "ll'ho l"U£h at th?lllt who ln 

1921 IOutht ln £00<! ta.lth tor ~ e re<luouon 
-IJ.- "'"' ,_, 

Ln the )(aYal er-aentl ot tl:e -ru;
1

.mo h.~ at the 

•tnoerttr ot an k:loet'lCI\n Se<:rab.t'J' or State wtlo tr.ttlat.d 

~ 'P..r-
~ aaonc ~ nation• ror tha peActl\ll tettl-ent 

11..- ,..'-'~ ,,.._, 
or p-roblnl 'oet .. een natlont; ,.(.mo ..oul~ not •too.nd behind 

•nothel" Seoretll.t')' or Stnte who propou~ not to OYtrl ook 

And drae thet date, the .. c-redneu of the 

pl~ ..ord - - the .. ncUtt ot the •PLI"lt or cood tdth --

hn pne rroa bad to -.or •• · I repeat that thla •r 



Ytt,£Oodfalth, lntp1rlt an4 1nt'l'\lth,haa not I 

parhhed. It Me not pe rlehed ln ar .... t !lrlU.1n: tt hat 

1 t Me not perhhed ln Y\lf;Otla•l • . It hat not ~ruhed 

gooocl tllUh llvuondeat hleu . 

h eet, we d rtnlr., w al"e llltl"!'Y· lut ln our hearte 

"do not b.U(h at :rat:h -- too4 ratth . We Uep our 

m.or, but we ltnoe t t.t unleu •• rutoNI ttMI ~too4 ta1t h 

o r thll nation an5 of all the otMr M.t1one upon earth, 

&o tor t he n lva tlon of our Hll.or , ht u~ bring 

b&olr. the &ood tlllth o r t M world . 

J 



« _ .. __ _ 
.::!: ....... 

.arm. •• 1.C 

a ~. - OP ,_ .::tlllal• CLII .AD ~Man! 

1 .. ---..., toN totdP'C. tor I ~ .. ua .. 

..,. - tt.o fllllll.t l .. M1"'t u a ,..., &all _, a1 a ... , , 

I t hlcl-• ......_ lbi.Uctea . .. - .................. ... 

I-•MI'el••llllll ..... I ...... r.._a..,.,, 

•• _,. or• llltbl • •-"• -• -..;rp1......_ or t:M 



.. r..t ..... , _... _..e3..,., • •• , .. ..., -

...... ......._ .. u .. wrt.t.l~l ...... ..,.. ... _a 

-.ut--.J. .. u..u. 

r .. , .,. ,_. of' - llll.ll.a t.• ba$tlo •• tbot ..,.. 
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