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(..... indicate.! inaudibility ) <l<-t>_,.. ... ~ 

- I 
•.•.. Tho conver sations were i nterrupted ror six weeks to two 

month.! . They were then resumed , with tho se.me objective in mind . 

Despite the J'epenese move int o I ndo-China , they continued until 

about two weeks ago, when we received i ndications from various 

sources -- Europe and Aeia - - that the German government was. press

l og Japan t or o.ction under the tripartite pact . In other 'lfOrds, 

an ettort to dlTert t he American mind , and the Brl tish mind , trom 

the European field , and diver t Americen euppl i e s !'rom the Eurorean 

t heatre to the defense or the Eas t Asia t heatr e . About two weeks 

ego ·.ve began t o realize t hat the probability or J'a"Pan being l n 

ee.rnes t woe so slim that it was time t o make a tlnal and definite 

e f fort to pin t hem down on the one subject that they had never ever 

been pinned dO\If'n on, end tha t was tha t they "Nero t o agree to cease 

"' their acto o r aggress i on , and that t hey would try to brine t he China 

war to a close. 

The reau1t we.s that the Secretary or State sent a message 

on that point , t o f ind out Whether Japan would be willing to dis 

cuss or consider tha t point or non-aggression. That was t he 26th 

or November. Pr om that time on we were get ting more and more def 

inite i nt"ormotion thet J'apen was heeded ror war. and that the rep1y 

to the Secr e tary or Stete would be in tho neeative. 

About a weeK ego, in adding up some or the lntorrr.atlon •• ~ •• 

in tlddltion to that , movlns 100.000 men in Southern Indo-China , 

the importance or that lies in the roct that geogra~hioolly Indo

China wao at a hub, rrora \lhieh any ettac"k: can be made in a number 

or directions . It i s only a very short cUstenco rrom there to tho 

Phil1pr1nes in the east. I t i s o r olotlvely short d istance trom ' ' 



thoro down to tho Dutch Ec.at Indies , which is the most industrial. 

part -- aoutbwe3t there is ~ingaporo -- fortified. To the wast 

there is the :.~lay peninsula, parts of Thailand, end parts. or the 

Malay Straits, end slightly to the north-·teat is the Whole .or Thai

land -- Siam, en independent kingdom , practically surrounded on 

two aidea by England and France. Only a short distance trot:~. there. 

or course, lies Burma, and the entry - - the bottleneck to the 

Burma Road, a short distance tro• Slam. ~re are getting a very 

large proportion or wr supplies -- rubber, tin, etc. -- trom. that 

Whole a rea or southwestern Peoltic, end ~e are getting out over 

the Burme Road -- two-way road -- we are getting a large e.mount ot 

very important material , such oe tungsten and some oil -- for the 

manufacture of point. 

In addition t o the t , of course , is the fact th&.t it tho Japan

ese did move to the south, to the Dutch Sest Indies , from Indo

C!lina, the Philippines would be vlrtuo.lly surrounded. Tbey would 

have the J"arenese on both aides -- Indo-China - - the Uandated 

lslenda t o the west, this side or the PhilipJ"ines, and the Dutch 

Indios , end the Japanese possessions ln the South . They wou1d. be 

comp1otely encircled by a militf'l.ry flOWer. 

/·nd so the thins went olone until we believol thet undor the 

pron~uro r rom Ber lin the Japoneso wero about to do something • • •.• 

Ant\ oo yesterday I sent o r1nol mossogo to the Emperor .•. . • The 

Jnpo.neae . we learned , were to bring the Secretary or S tate todey o. 

reply to hls note or No\·ember 26. Act.ually, in point of raet (?), 

they telephoned to the Stote Depertment , arter HnwaU had been 

ottocked, tor an oppoint111ent. They c e111.e to the ~t.oto Oopnrtment 



thoy were given an aflpolntaent wlthln three-que.rters or t~n hour , 

and they actually arrived at the S tate Department one hour atter 

the terrific bombing etto.ck on the leland or Oahu. 

1:\'hich or oourae was an act which i a almost without parallel 

in r elationships between natlona, equaled only by the .lapa.D.eae 

episode or 1904, when two squadrons -- cru1aUs -- lying in the 

Harbo~ in Korea (?) and without any warniQg -- I think on a Sunday 

morning. by the way -- Japanese cru1sara sank e.l.l or them.. There 

arc other parallels, or course, such as the descent on Denmark and 

Norwa,y' in this war, without any warning Whatsoever. In tact right 

in the face or their treaties or non-aggression • 

. . . . • Sending that message to Congress, which is -- after you 

hovo r end and studied 1t --one or the most . •• • • falsehoods that I • 

hove had • . • . • 

And finally while we 'Nere on the alert -- et eight o'clock 

-- half-past seven -- about a quarter past hel.f-paat one, a 

groat fleet or Jnranese bombers bo~&bod our ships in Pearl Harbor, 

and bombed ell or ou.r airfields. Shortly therearter thla was fol 

lowed -- about eleven o ' clock 1 throe hours l a ter - - by a thir d 

attack , which w~::~.s not as violent , but eost ot the damage had already 

been done. The easuo..ltloa. I am sorry to say, were extremely heavy . 

I Cannot say anything definitely in regard to the number or ahips 

thet have been eunk. It looks as it out or eight battleships, three 

hove been sunk , ai\d possibly a fourth. '1\w destroyers were blown up 

while they woro in dryd.ock. Two or tho battleships. aro badly damaged. 

Several othor small or vessels hnve been sunk or dos troyod.. 

drydock 1 tseH ho a be on damaged. Other :ror tlons 

The 
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or the rleet ere ot. sea , moving toworde whot is believed to bo two 

rlone cerriera , with o.doctuEtte no.vol escort . 

In Bddition to that, this artornoon , in Gunm -- Cuom. was be

ing bombed. by two squadrons ot Japanese planes . and '118 lcno-11 - - and 

it is entirely possible that at this moment Cuam -- which was not 

defended except by a tew v.arlnes , without much in the •t~~ay ot guns 

in all probability has fallen to the Japanese. 

'lfake Isle nd was also attacked, and we have no rurthor word 

ot the present time . 

~':"e believe that i,tanlla was attacked , but that has no t proved 

true. and it is possible that othe r ports or the Philippines -

some ports in Mindanao -- have been o t tac'ked. . Tho!;fe a re merely 

reports . 

•. •. . Throe or rour , probably, or the lending fiold. D wero very 

heavily boMbed, and. e very largo number or aircrnrt \'lore destroyed 

in tho hangars , or on the rields. 

I ho.vo no word on the Navy caaua lt.ies , -_..hl ch ·dll undoubted

ly be very heavy , and the best information 1s thnt there have been 

more then one hundred Arm.y casuelt.ies and more then )00 men killed 

and injured. 

I do not. know •Ntlfit i s happening et the present. time , whether 

o. n16ht attack 13 on or not. It i sn 't quite derk yet in Hawaii . 

I ~UJ'Iposo lt'a bur o ' clock in the afternoon , and it will probably 

be dark in a couplo or hours . 

Thoro m16ht be • • • •. nothing dor1n1to on it .• • • • it' tho Japonose 

rorce turns "ut to bo o cood doel lnreor than we expoctod.. 
I 

The ract. rca'lein:. thet we hove los t the ma j o rity or thu bottlo-



ships there. or course, ln the long run, probably most or them can 

be salvaged , o r repaired , to teko their place ln the line or battle 

osnln . That . ho\vever, 1s a long process , and will last very many 

months , dopend~ng on the damage . 

think probably -- Oh yes -- one mor e thing -- Out ln 

Shanghai the one small gunboat we h ave there has been -t aken over by 

t he Jepaneae , and a British gunboat baa been blown up. We still 

have t'llo hundred Uarines there ••••• and we are not certain yet whe t her 

they have been gotten out or not . Probably not . 

The Japanese at the same tlme .. •.• whi ch were set tor one 

o ' clock 'Noshlngton time -- the J epanes e made an attock on the ll.al ay 

peninsula~· Thot is definite. And the British fleet now in Singa

pore 1a now conducting war operations against the J apanese _2~ipa 

in the Cul t ot Slam, a nd on the east ern side or the l.:aley penins ula , 

at tho north end -- top north ond or the Ua.lay Straits, just short 

or the -- we will have to look up the map -- just short or tho 

S1emeae -- Thailand part or that peninsula , short or whet they call 

the ( ? ) Isthmus . 

The Dutch govern:oent has declared that a state or war exists 

be tween the Netherl~di"'ea and the Jaranese . 

The Dr1tish cabinet is in oess1on. I have hoerd nothing 

r rom them on that -- j ust the ruct. And ot nine o' clock tomorr ow 

mo r ning , tho l r time , o special eoosion o r t he Perliement ia bolng 

celled. 

Tho Japanese have attacked the l.!aloy Straits . 

No.f I think thot is all thoro l a ln the way or 1nrorm.tlon , 

but lt has been s~..~,ggested that the ':r'llly ond Navy l osses , and the 



7 

in the Co.nol Zone said thoy were on t.he aler t , bu t very qu i e t. 

SO that is literally evcryt!ling I have got here. 1 think 

hove even covered :ho rw:ors as well. 

or course , it is e. t errible diaappointa:.ent to be President 

in time ot •.'lar , and the clroum.stances ••.•• c&r.~e most unexpe~tedly . 

Well, we were at t acked. There is no question about t bat . 

I thought thet t omorrow, ir it waa agreeable to Senator 

Norris (?) ho would be good enough to ask me to delivet' a short 

message. con't tell you wha t is in it at this time , because of 

.... . i will probably hevo • • • • • It he.s been reported but not verified 

that Japan has done one of tff'o things . She has sent out word that 

her ermy end navy are in a ste.t.e oC' hostilities ,-ith the United 

States; end the other reJ)Or t s state that they have declered .... ~ar 

on the United Stntos. 

frankly -- J haven ' t any 9pec.ir1c information whether both 

or t~ose o.re true or not . Or course , the fact i s that the -- it 

might be called the pt-incipol defense or the whole west coast or 

this country and the wholo west coust or the Americo.s has been very 

seriously drur..2ged todo.y . That is why I thought I would. oak you - 

after all , there are two s ides - - I would e.sk you if it was all 

risht if you would let me cor.te before you t omorrow -- I t h ink ttB 

reeular Sene t e session toaorrow. 

~ Q. Yes . 

THR PRESIDENT : The llouse 

Q. '1\'lelve o ' clock. 

Q. Uey I moke one sus~ostlon, J.!r . Preo1dont, ond tho.t 1o the.t you 

como as oorly ortcr twolvo os po~s iblo , ot your convonicnco. llro 
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you going t o suggest what the resolution wll t 'be be foro we loave? 

THP! T'RESIOENT : I don't knoH yet . 

Q. A resolution inviting you to come? 

'l'R!! P!U:SID'Et..'T: A resolution asking me to come . 

Q. You don ' t want to continue any further than that tonight? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. Think what ' s happened in the l as't !line hours . 

l don't kno;o, what ' s going to happen by twelve o ' clook: tomorrow. 

Q. l!)t suggestion was made tor this reason -- after tho pray.el' and 

tho reading or the Journal , we stopped the long speeches, but it is 

the hoblt now to aek unanimous consent (?} I would like to intro

dt.co this resolution as soon as the Journal is read. Then you could 

cor'le in at an early enough hour. 

THE PRESI!)!~rr: Holt-past twelve? 

Q. Ves, I think ---

~HE PREST!>ZNT: In the Scna te? 

Q. ~ !ve minutes to get there. '"~'e have t o get the.t resolution ---

THE. 'PRESTOKh'T: Tho concu:-rent resolution? 

~. Yes. 

THE PRESIDENT: . '1/ell, it that's all right with you, I wlll come any 

time --- rough'I'Y'halr-past twelve 19 all right with me. Is thet all 

rlsht? 

Q. Yes, yes. Su e.nd I discussed that . 

· THE PRESIDENT: Well, it is e.n ftwful ly serious situation . There 1s 

a rumor thot two or the plc.nes - - JapeneBe planes have n rising sun 

pointed on them -- but two or the plenos were seen wl th eweatikos 

on them. Now whether tho.t 1s true or not , l don ' t knO'H, It was n 

ru:a:or, and thorororc no·.vn !Jntll sc.:neth1ne a littl.c moro definite 
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comes in. But th8 t 1s a rumor. 

~. I can ' t. help wondering what can we do to do e.nythlng ---

THE PRESIDErn': The only a peel ric thing to do ••••• our ships - - 'A"& 

don ' t know whet shi ps -- are out t r ying to get t he Japa at· ~his 

moment .. . •• They can' t send tor tear ot disclosing their position. 

Q. There are t'No airplane carriers or the J'apanese navy over there. 

T!m PRESIDENT: Probably -- in other words, if you take the timing 

out, those planes - - curriers and their attendi ng cruisers , and 

probe~ly b&t tleships - - I don't know -- at sundo11n l as t night , a t 

e.bout dark , wero roughtly twelve hours or darkness -- standing in 

the dark , aw~ from where they launched their planes. _Now , let us 

assume that they launched those planes at a distance or a hundred 

miles at daylight . That moons that they ho.d twelve hours tO get to 

thnt point in the dark, and. running at pe:theps 25 knots , that 'Nould 

be three hundred miles further aw_ay. In other words, e.t dark , last 

night, they 11igbt very well have been tour hundred to t ive hundred 

ctUes away rrom the Jsle.n4, and therefore out o!' what might be 

called e good patrol distance . Patrol out or a given point - - )00 

miles undor normal couU.it.ions, but 5VCJ miles is a lone way tor r e-

~ - Conne1ssonco patrol. The planes run ell through the night. At dawn 

they were one hundred miloa away rrom their Island -- t hoy l aunched 

their ple.nos -- they stearr.ed this way nnd thut way , or reversed t hoir 

courae . Tho planes droppe d their bombs and went back. 

Q. "'ell, they were supposed to be on tho alert , end tt they hod 

been on the alert . • ..• I o.m amazed at tho attack by .Tapon , but I Wll 

still moro ot'ltounded ot what hDPI•enod to our Navy. They wore all 

enleep . \YhoJ·e wer e our potrola? They ma, the so nogotiutions were 
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going on . 

THE PRESIDENT : ••.•• Ht;re 1s a d1apo.toh rrom General •tQArtb.ur in 

the Phlllppines . All poosible action being taken here to speed 

defense. Pursuit planes are now .reporting that by a counte~-attack 

about tltteen ene::QY planes north ot the Fer (?) in ce2tral (?) 

•.•.• which meaoa that those .Taps e.re over the Island or Oahu (?). 

Report has' been received that bombing attack ••••• rnr end ot the 

Ielo.nd or 1Jindanoo •••.• In all probability ••••• attack may come 

rromtbe Japarlese )l..andated Islands, which lie to the weat ot the 

Pblllppines. The only damage caused , said the report, h a hangar 

or a civilian airport. A report has just been received or a bocb

ing attack on Co.m.p John Hayes at Baguio . 

Tha t message was sent twenty minutes ogo , and it is M·Just 

about dawn ln the Philippines at this moment -- tomorrow or Monday. 

T'KO hundred !.'!Brines are in Northern China (?). They have 

been asked by the Jopenese arD:I,)" to disarm, to t urn in all erma and 

an:mun!tion, to assemble ••• •• The reply accepts the deunds as 

ot two o'clock tode.y. That takes ca1·e or that. You have got .the 

rc::.t cf it. 

Q. The t means two hundred or our ll.arines &re nON prisoners or the 

lapanese? 

T'!E I'RBS!DE!fl' : Yo a . 

':"fell, any or you good people got any questions? 

Q. T dldn' t boer you oay anythina; obout sinklngs between Hawaii 

and Oohu. 

niE i'RESID!'iT: Those are two reports . One wos on ormod transport 

supposed to be carryln(S a load or lumber. Is that right Ho.rry? 
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l.!r' . Berry (Hopkins)?: Yes, atr . 

T:-!F. PRESI DENT : And the other one la -- that ·"'as 1500 141lea orr 

Se.n Francisco -- the other repo.ct \1'hlch Cllgh.t release tho s ame -

thot an .Americe.n merchant s hip had been s u nk 700 miles . Bu~ t h ey 

oro Jus t rlabby ( ??) 

Q.. If that report is true , it is pret t y close to Calitoroia, l e 

tha t right, Harry? 

Q. Jir' . President , you said you don't know What you are going to 

say t.pmorro·..,, Are you going to detail to Congress all the raota 

you have at tha t time, assuming they don' t get any better you 

might ••••• eo tar as tho J apanese ---

THE PRESIDENT: Active host1l lt1ee, yos. 

Q... Yos , that i s what I meen. 

THE PRESIDENT : Well , let mo get a little more time on it . 

Q.. Yea . 

Tl!E ~F;STDENT : In other KOrda , at my Press Conference, they start 

orr with the question "!f?t , It' s tt little bit of' "ir .. -- wbat I 

will say t cmorro;o, a t helf-post t welve. 

· -:( . Jt.lvo y ou t.:iy ..-:- c:pGr:.. ot a U¥8 ·.meet·.~.r:c in ·1okyo to b e hold at 

7. ) 0 , in which Togo and Tojo and somo other otf'iclals were to make 

BJ')eeches? 

TUF; PRESIDENT: I heard tha t tho Prime Minister is soing to meke o. 

sta t ement, or a d eclarat i on . or spuocb , in Pnrl.iament at t'NO o ' clock 

t o1t1orro..., afternoon. 

Q. Tho rad i o inferred about olovon o'clock. 

~. Tha t would be about ? .)0 our t.i mo . Thot ' s another r umor . It 

1s n' t contirawd . 
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Q. • •••• :.oke e r o ra:a l declaratlon o r war? They are so tangled up 

in the A.Xia that a declaration ot war by Corm.o.ny on us •.•• • 

THF. FRES!Dl.'.:NT: t'fe heve r eaaon to believe that the Germans have 

told the Japanese that 1r J apan decl ares war, they will t oo. In 

other words , a declaration or war by J'apen automatically brings 

Q.. You ?aven ' t made. any declaration yet? 

TKE PRESIDENT: It is awfully ditticult. to know. 

Q. Well , Cr. President , thitt notion has got a job ahead or it, 

o.nd what we have got to do is roll up our sleeves and win this war. 

THE PRESIDElfi' : Doc (?} I am glad you said that because there are 

a lot or people all over the country Who have been saying f'or the 

past f ew weeks -- saying, well lot.' s go in and clean up -- ,:»lank --

blank blank. Dut of' course thot popular reeling-- you cnn't 

do it just wade i n and clean t.he:n up. 

Back in 1922--192), I wrote on article ror the Asiatic Uaga

-z.ine , end I pointed out at. that time that rrom what I had seen ot 

the Navy De'artment, war between tho United StAtes and .Japan would 

be won by us i but that it would be won primarily by the atar.-atlon. -ond exhaustion or J apan -- starvation or exhaustion. And always 

remember that they have no naval bases -- they have nothing. And 

the old a s iom used to bo tha t a tloot loses rtvo percen t or its 

. effi ciency tor every thousand milan it gots away from bo.so. That 

i s o rule or thumb. "lo sa~v our tloot ot no.wa.11, three thousand 

mllea sway to Jopen 1t.self .. . .. Ir anything happens t.o the ahip , 

there is one thing in portlcular. Ir you oro ln ho:ne waters you can 

eet it back to drydock or Navy Yard, but 1r you oro in cnolll,J wa.tors 
·, 
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you have en owtully tough time getttne beck home. And t her efore a 

tleet attack over in J apanese "Naters is ob:ost an 1mposs1b111ty. 

lnd they are going to go through. '#'e will hove to, to prolong our 

nu.tional exhtonce, but it makes this treacherous att&ck !~possible 

in the ruture . ''!e may have some very beavy l osse s. And the. Japan

ese know perfectly well that t he answer t o her attack- is proper 

strangulation or Japan -- atrangulat1on altogether. 

~. Ha.v big is t he Ru!slan Army no·N? 

THE PgES!D~T : 0 • • • • The ereeter pert or it i s the r e. Fr om our 

best 1ntormat1on there will be no ottenslve on l end trom. now on 

until the end or April. 

Q. . Not much danner in Siberia ••... ? 

Q. . Try to pley this down, Mr . President , but Ip:-esume the t we 

think or th 1a probl em - - we probably have varied 1ntorrroto.tlons to 

place on the si tuation 1 so that we will probably have a declaration 

ogolnst Ja)'lan: t"'hether it goeS eny further will depend on c and1t1ooa 

rrom now to then. 

'I'H:E: PRRSIDENT: I th i nk wo ought not t o aey anything about 1t - 

·.vhot c. etlan will be a5ked tor 1 or whet ectlon will be taken by the 

Congress tonight. 

~- /.bout all you ce.n t ell them is about the U:essege? 

THE PRESIDE~ : But lots of things may happen. 

Q . I was tt·ying to 60t it from our }>Oints or view. 

TS! PRSS!OENT: The r act ls that a shooting ws.r is going on today 

in the Padific. !fe are in it. 

Q', By twolvo o ' clock tonorrow you "Nlll kno·.., whether J'apen' s r orm-

al ity hon to.kon a doolara tion or wo r on us , or o &tete or wnr 
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oxiate . 

Q.. • ••• • J'apan had stated t hat a a tote ot war existed between ua , 

or tha.t . ..,ar existed . That does no t noceas,r y mean a decl a r ation 

o r war . That comes rrom some authority that has power to deolaro 

war. 

TUE PnESJDENT: Bill , this is the only thing that we have -- from 

Shanghai. !'tho is St Bnton? Ia he cur Consul there? 

Q. Consul or China. 

THZ MESIDEN'I': Cap t ain Smi tb or the u . ~ . s . r eceived a tela-

phone cell at 4 . 15 t his morning. Japanese naval officers stated 

over tho telephone tha t o state ot war exists bet·Neen my country 

and yours. I an taking control over tho U. s . s . • Thot' s the 

nearest offi c i al th1 ng I have got, nnd that ' s a telephone message . 

I think we had better not say any t hing about i t. Remember that out 

thRro i t is nearly Just about dawn. They are doing thinz,s , and 

sa,ylng things during the daytime out there. while we nre all in 

bed. 

Q. "'e ere i n bed too much. 

Q. '"'oll , ir tha t ' s -- well , that ' s ell we can soy. 

TRE PRESIDENT : ':¥ho.t? 

Q. . T!lo. t is al l we can so.y. 

TJIF. PRESIDENT : Yos . 

-----11-----

December 7. 1941 
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