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IJI)iU3J 07 TRI PRSSIDIC":t' 
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XR . 'llCI ~ID!:rr AND KR. SPbXIR AIOD la:..'BIRS 01 'l"RS SIW.TI AMD HOWl 

Ol' Ra~U:St:rrATIVES: (TO Ttl! OO!:ORISS OF 1'HK Wl1'kD STATJ:S : ) 

Tuter4ay, O.ce.Hr 7 , l94l •· a !!ate which will lh'e i n tara.;, 

a.anl and air tore•• ot tM Dlptr. or 1ape.D. 

Tbe Ult.1ttld Sutu •e at peace wltb tlla t cauoa aDd , u the 

eoUcitaUon or Japan, •e at l ll 111. C00.1'erMt1on with ita OoftrCIIInt a:Dd 

011.1 bour attar J'apl.ll.e" air aq~rooa h.c!. Ca&mancet! bcahtq 1A ~ 

~Oahu, t bt Japa.aue Amba.e•dor to the UD.itad Stat" aDd bb col· 

leacue dol11'ered to (the) ~ Saert~tary or State e tontol reply to a r.unt 

A:Mr1caa ueaage. !!:! wblle t l:l1e reply atatad tbat 1t .. ~~~:~ad unlue to c on· 

or •r or !!. amed attack. 

It • W b4 r a cordtld t bat tbe dtnaace or Ha•U trc.. Japa.D aha 

it Ob1'1ous Ullt the att.clt •e 4eUbartotel:f plat~~~~ U.Icy' Caya or e1'el1 •NCn 

or bore ror coat1n1111d peace , 

'I'ba attack J•etar4ay CD the llawa11an Illa.nde baa caut~ed ""ere 

d ... se to A!qrtca:r:: oa.,.l all4 •1lt1.aey tol'<l.. . 1 rttwllt t o tell rou tMt 

"'rf -n.J Aurlua u.,., ba1'e been lon . l n tu1d1t1cm AQrlC&ll Hlp,~ h•"• 

N-.n rapol"ted t orpaocloed CCI the hl!JI eaaa bet-c S..n l'ranclaco 11.4 Hoaollllu . 



note h a t~eJ'''' .. , 111 bJ u.a •nut.• 
tk!Ot,aat~r~•r(:I'Ca•~s•ttortbnnl! 
not .. t.Ptft t\ t "'') t.ha at:e - ... 
Mde. l.lriU' }n!tU~Lt w¥t11 

;:!~~~~;:1 n.y •• ~. '"· \tU:il"~:!:!~t.lJ 
por~tbnet ar" • •·.:.t ' ' X":".tt'f.etl • 
aMI'\ \bt tpol~·ft•ll• (. &ULr'l'ld, \hr>"i<)l 
they •'PP"'" U\ tb& pn .. tO"!YlJ prepau4 
readtn5 cb)t tnt. • 

J 



.. ,_. 

ta.t 1118M Japanau f'ol"Caa auaoPd ().;u . 

Laat 111PI JaplllaH f'Ol"Caa a\holr:H lha Pll1Hpplna lalucl.a. 

Lu \ 11tgbt tha Japan .. • anaoked Waka Ialan4 , 

~ t bU .arn1q lha Ja~u• attac ked l!1d-y IataDd, 

\ bl'OU&bolil tba h c1 f 1o ai'M. . 'l'M tacu ot ,..,hl'dll.)" ana l odar apa&k tor 

tb ... •h••· 'fba paople or th• UbUed St at•• boa..,. alreedy to~ their 

or oW' ~~aUoD . 

M a l 'llftya will (!,.,,) OIU' wboh lltl\lOD re:tallbar tba charaour of 

\be 011alaugbt &8Jiiaat ua . {applau") 

lDTaaloa , thlo k<trlean paopla 1D their r lshtaoua aight will Will l hrou,gb t o 

{loud a~~d prolo~d obHra ILCd •PJ~l.a\Lie) abaolut• 1'1c.tory, 

.-:lOa\ but 11111 .aka .!! • •ry caru111 \bat \ h1a to"' or trea chery abllll u.,.r 

.!i.!.!!. (an4ugar ua) ~(apia) . (applauM) 

HoatUltiea a:dat. 'l'ho~ 1a DO bUnki11g at tha he\ \bat our 

•1nt1oa or our people -- •• wW pia tbe illeTl\abl.a t.r1~a~~pb •• ao balp 



- 3-

1 &all: ;bAt t ha COJIIHII daola" tbat a1z:u tiM IUI.prvt'Oked IUd 

dal\11'41.7 atts<::lt b)' Japa11 OD SWI~, 0.C-beJ' M'I'ID'CII,, .!2!!., I 1\ata Of 

-.r bla aztaud bel-.11. tha t.hl1ud Stu .. l..lld. tha Japaa.M m.ptr. . (loud 

aDd pl"'lo•d ch .. :ra and applw11) . 

'Dll'oiil:II'I':Iii:lllU, 

O.e~r 8, 1941. 

1RANXUl: D. RXlS!VElX 



(J DIU.rT J(o, 1 

~ by 'ltVIiland ttr rorcetott.t>le l!'.ltp1re orJ•pan .~ ' 

The t:n.it.ed Sut.ea wu tt Ule -ent •t peace w1U! t.h•t Mt1on and "" 

~''convera•tion( .,it.h lt.. Cowen.ft!L and it.e D.peror lookint 

t.ownd the llliitnt.en• "ICe or pu .ce 1n t he PaciNe. lnde~, one ho~o~r •t'ter.., 

U!e J• ~-..nue blbaua&.r to the Unlt.ed St.at.u and hia cclle• gue delivere 

"'t(. j 7 t'ri;-t- .,.,.,, 
to the Secret.&!")' or State a torul reply Ul • .,._.... mes .. ge ,~ 

11~,£_ ;;if,,r if.-,-,, • I·..('-
~A Jhh r eply AQ!)' sf 1 •tt~ _ Ula~ d1pl0$at.1i::egot.ht.1ona '..t.._ 1" 

-' 

~~~nt.roir.ed no threat. ~hJn.t. ~~ ~~ 'I, " ~ -e 

~~corded th•t t.he dl.at....ncefl&~;~) ? r; lilt. A~ 
fl•••U~ t'roa Jtp&fl rak!!J1t obvlovt t hat Ul\;, illt.t.•cl<~~el l.bcr•t.el ¥ 

o-1 ; 0 ,,, 'IJ'l\: lv " 
pl• nned .any dllye.A •eo. Duri Yl~ the 1nt.,r'l'enlng t.iac the Japanu!'.l Goverfloo 

mcnt h11 deliber•t.elJ' 101.1!t!t. t.o deceive the VYI1t ed St.&t.ea b1 talle 

tt.•t.-nta and eltj.>reuiona or hop! tor contimled ~tee, 



htve been torpedoed on t.hfl h1&h • ea t bl!tween san fl'•nehco a nd 

Konolul\1 , 

t.heJ~tselves . The people or the Un1t.d Sta te• have already ton:ecl 

~ 
t.he1r opln.ton1 Uld well ~tnderatancl t.he iapl1cat1o!UI-\ ~ 

~e,.,~t or oW" nation. 

dire cted t.hat. all aetiNJ"ell be t.tken tor our detense . 



., ur • UKArr NO. l 

I apeak the w1. U or the toncrn• a.nd or the people ~ 

the ut.ter-ost but will • •• to it that. thh !or- or trea c:h .. ,.,. •hall 

~ 
ntver endanger us agdn. Hoat.Jlit.l u exht. . There :.a no rdnctna 

t.he tact. t.hat. our ~rte, our t.erritorr and "tlr int.oreat.a are in 

zraye danaer . 

1, the r efore, ask Utat. t.ho ())no-en decl.are t.h•t. dnc:e the 

JajlJilOII!I Y.IIIplre . 



O.ceaber 15, l'lr4l 

-lle&Aed d.lcLaLed bJ Lhe PrnidenL 

to Conge... '!he pencilled not~• are 

""'•· 

HARRY L. fiOPKlNS 

ruon1o 1, otU IUU \ UtUf Nu'17 L, •flllu 



U.c~er 8, 1941 

I uw the Pruident at 8(~ t.hil 110mlna and attached 11 

the l .. t drafl. of the ape.ch. 

I .uggeated that he take out •at the ~t• 1n the tourt.h 

line on pfl&e 1 and "ld.nor Mnace• on pate ), I &lao wrote the 

next to the bet pe.ragraph tor h1a. 

'lbe •peech 1a soin& to be s,lnn at 121)0 and. I .,. goln& Qown 

with Mr• Rooeenlt t o hear u. 

The Pretl d.ent • •• nul dtl& the l&t.ut deepe.tchu t.hh aornin& 

an:;t the neore 1$ INrel.T not cood. · But, aa eYer, he had a &ood. 

nl&ht ' • d eep , alt.hou&h ao-oone woke h1a u p at 7 :)0. 

He cllct.ated. to !lteYe a lon& new• relea~e to be il•tlll out at 

he read.117 agreed. '£h1a h .. bean Qone, 



Wf.SSAC!: TQ Ttl! CO!«jRISS 

D!:CD:B!:R 8, 1941 

t .. t.ert1ar, Deoemba r 7, 1941 -- e h ta whi oh will 

lha 1D 1n1'UI7 -- t bo United State• ot Aaerlor~ wu oud4aalr 

lllp1ra of J e.paa. 

The UD1ted St a t u n• at tba mo•oDt at peaoa witb 

tba\ -.uon an4, at tbe eol1o1taUoa o f lapaD, n• at111 



_,_ 

It wUl be reoordetl \ bat the d..htanoe ot Haftll 

troa Japaa Ultee 1\ obYl oua that t he attaok .... dellben telr 

plaaned. .. aJ' dar• or eYen weeke aso . Durill8 the latern nlaa 

t.J.ae the Iapan••• GoTn·ta.ent b ee d.ellbere.tely aou.&ht to 

deoeh ·e t he On.Ued State• br !alae etataanta and axpreulou 

ot hope t o r oonUnued paaoa. 

The attaok reeterdar on tba HawaUan h land• baa 

oauaed eeYara dlllU.ge to .blarlou DaYal and alll tary f oro••· 

'Jery maD,y ,_.rloan lhu he.Ye been l oat. In a44l\loa 

Aaerloan ahipe hoYe been tor}ledoecl on the hl&h aeea bet ... a 

Ban J'nnolaoo aDd HoDOlulu. 

Yuterdar the l epaceu Qoyaraant alao laUDObe& aa 

attaok asa.11wt Malara. 



-)-

lt~pa n hae, th 01r e tore, undertaken • eurprlee orteneh·e 

al.ree.dy rorae4 \belr oplniou e.o4 well uaderetaDd. the 

laplloatlont to the TUT .. r.tr ot our nati on. 

Lons will we r f!D .. tler tba obaMoter or tbe oula\&lht 

rl( wtr.en I auert tbat we will aot oDlr detaQd ourul't'aa t.o 

t;ba uttanaoat b\lt will ~ tba\ t.bh tora ot 



-1.-

Hoatll1t1ae u:lat. There la DO IDlnol ng ths taot 

that our people, our torrltoey And our lntoraate are ln 

IT8Y8 danger. 

I , ~bnetore·~ aek that t be CoDSran 4aolara that 

alDOe \b a unproTOked and dutardl:r a\taok by lapan on 

betn an tbe United States and tba l apenen Elll.plra. 

' \ 
\ 

t. 

,..._ U. ,.,.ro t t 

01••~••.,:. :::.,~~~~~:. m .. ., Hlr1'7 L, *fktM 



DR.U'! »o. 2 
December 7, l Otl. 

PROPOSED XESSAOC fO !'HZ co•aacsa 

Iut.rdq, Deceaber 71 lNl, a date whi ch will lin in 

inf~ , the United &tatee of Merica wae IIU44enlr &n4 dellberatdr 

attacked b7 na•al and air tore" of tlM lapi re of Ja~. 

The United Stat .. wae at tbe .oaent at p.aoe with that 

nation &n4 waa at111 ln oon•ereat1on with lh Go•ern.ent u4 

1 te lllperor loot1n1 toward the aa1nten..nce of peace 1n tbe 

Paolt1c. Indeed, one bow- after JaJMt.n• .. air equadrona bad 

co.eDoed boab1ng ln Hr.wa1l an4 the Ph111pp1nu, the Japan"' 

hba .. ador to tM United Btataa and hie ooll•!f>l.l• dell•ered 

to tlM S.crete.J"'J of State a foraal replJ to a recent Marloan 

••••ase. 'fhle replJ contained a etate• eat that lt .... ,d 

u u l eea t o eontlnue tM 41plo ... u e negot1et1on.8, but U 

contained no threat nor b.lnt of war nor of an arM4 attack. 

It will be recorded tbat the dletance of Hawall ! rca 

Japan u.lr.u lt ob't'loue that tlM attaolr. wae dellberatel.7 

planned aaD7 da7• or enn weelr.e aso. Durlnc the intel"t'eDlDC 

Uae the Japaneee Oo•ernaent bae dellberatel7 eoupt \o 



DRAft JK>. 2 -Z... 

deoehe the United atatee br falee etate .. nte and expreuloDI 

ot bope tor continued peace. 

fhe aUaok rut.~ on tb.e Hawa11an leland• baa oauaed 

anere dulase t o Uerlcan nanl and aUUarr f oro... f e17 

unr Uerlcan lhu ha'f'e beeD loat. In a441t1on uerlcan ahipe 

han been to~doed on the bi&h eeaa between Ban J"rancleco and 

Honolalu. 

Ieeter4&7 tb.e Japaneee Gonrrwent alae launched an attack 

agat ne t Malara . 

Laat nlgbt Japaneee torcu attacked au.. • 

.Japa.ta hae, therefore, undertaken a eurprl ee ottenal•e 

exten41ns throughout t he Pac1t1o a r ea. 'fhe t aote of ruter4&7 

epeak !or theaeelne. fhe people of the Un1te4 Statu ha•e 

alrea~ formed t hel.r op1n1ona and vell underatand the 

1.apl1cat1oDe t o the nrr eatet7 of ou.r nati on. 

AI Coaaander-1n-Cb1et of-the Ara:l and Ia..,- l han, of 

oou.ree, 41reote4 t hat all aeaeure e be t aken tor our detenee. 



D~IIO. 2 

Long Will we reae111.ber the oba.racier ot the ond.au.cbt aga1nat 

1 apeak tbe w1ll of the Congreu and ot the people or 

tb1a oountrJ when 1 auert thAt we will not onl7 defend 

O\li'Ulne to tbe u.thnoat but will ue t o it tbat tb.la ton 

ot truohery aball ne•er endanger ua again. Bo.tlliUu 

e:det. There ia no ainolng the tact tbat our people, o\ll' 

h1'1'1 tory and our 1ntereata are ln rr••• danger. 

1, therefore, ask that the Oongraae declare that alnea 

the W\pro•oted and daetardly attack by Japan on Sunday, 

Daceaber ••••nth, a atate of war baa exl•ted be tween the 

United 8ta tu and the J apaneae ~p1re • 

........ -····-··--· 



., . 
~ ' I 

DEC~r.:R 8 , 1941 

Yesterday, Dece:nber 7 , 1941 •w a da t e whi ch will 

l he in i nte.my - - the United States or J.:lerica , .. aa auddenly 

and d eliberat ely a ttacked by naTal end air forces or t he 

Etapir e or l ape.n. 

The Unit ed St atea we.a -~~ at peace wi th 

t ha t ootion and , a t t he solicitat i on or J'e.pan , wa s atill 

i n oonversation with i ta Govornaent and i t a ~peror looking 

t oward t he JILI!.intene.nce or peace in the Pacirtc. I ndeed, 

one hour af t er Japanese air eq_uadrons bad coromenoed bombi ng 

ln Ou.bu, the l ar;>anese Al::.bnaaador to the United Stetea and 

hie colleague delivered t o the Secret a r y or su.t e a formal 

nply t o a r ecent American ::~euage . lbile t his repl y 

etated t hat it seced uaeleu t o cont i nue the exi s t i ng 

d l plo.tic negotlatlona , i t contained no t hreat or hint or 

"-ar or arnod c ttack . 



_,_ 

It will be recorded. tba t. the 41ateDoe ot Hewe11 

troa Japan makes it obd ou.s tha t the a ttack wee deliberately 

pl anned many daya or even weeks ago. During the 1nt erven1ns 

time the l aponeae Goverlllllent bae deliberately sought to 

deceive the United States by t a l ae s t a t ement s and erpreui ona 

ot hope tor continued peace . 

Tbe attack yest erday on t he Hewt11ien I s l ands hea 

Cflu.Bed sev er e dw:18.ge to Acerlce.n naval and c111tary forces. 

Very t:.Ony American lives hove been lo&t . In ~ddltion 

American ships have bee n torpedoed on the bl sh aeaa bett.·een 

San Francisco aDd Honolulu. 

Yesterday the Japanese GoveriLent also l aunched an 

attack aga1 nst.'la l qya0 -~ r}_ J / - ; / / flJ 
()(,...r"' 'l..'/ r-::>1/v---'~ /"" c.(' , A//-<t.ft ,J/1<4 .. 6 
Le.et night .Tapaneee t cS"rces attacked Gue.m. ./ ~ 

; 
Le.a t night Japanese t orou attack ed t he Philippine 



v 
- ) -

Japan he.a , therefore , und.ert.elcen a surprise ottenal ve 

ertentl ins tb.rougbout the Paoltlo aree . The f act s o r yeete~er 

apeak tor t heceelvea. The people or the United St c t ee have 

a l ready f or med th ei r opinions PDd y,·ell under9tond t he 

1..t:.plioe.t1one t o the very eatety or our nation. 

directed t hat a ll uaaureo be t aken t o r our defense. 

4 J~ 1 .a...c 'll1ill .,.e rt~member the ohoreeter or the on8leuabt 

ege.l not us . 

No m&tter bow long it m.ey t~ke us t o overcome this 

pr l!t:.edlt e t e d invasion, the Amrlce.n p&opl e will i n t heir 

rlahtooue rlsht vdn t hroU8h t o Gbsolute victo ry. 

t I · J 'Ji • t-
r i.!!ll* the d ll or the C0D8J"UB end or t he people 

t.·hen I asoert that we will not only defPnd our-1elve11 to 

:::.:.£.,, '1. ., ' r. 
the uttermost but will tl'la t t hi s form or 

tr~achery shall never endenser us BStlln. 



" ., 

-·-
Ro3t111tiea ez1at . There 1a no {/.,;:~.{z~" tee t 

that our people, our t erritory nnd our 1ntereats ere 1n 

s rnve denser. 

A ~~ .. aelr:: th&t t he conaress decl are tba t 

81nce tbe unprovoked aDd dutercU:y etteck b y J&pen on 

Sunday, Deember fteventh , a at ete or .-ar he.s exi s ted 

between t he United States and the J"ap.!neae El::!p1re. 



l.ba 1o 1"'"-.r -- \.ba OIIIJ.t.M Stat. .. or .-.riM -• a\ldo:l.a.a.l.J 

ot nr or arstd auaot. 



h wUl 'II• reeol"'l ... -~ Uo• llhUue or Jla-.11 

t~ ,., ... _.,, U obrtou Ul•t. t.ll• •U••• •• te:U'IIentUr 

pleaaw4 .. ., «•r• o r •"'• ..... .,o. Dl&rl..,. t.b• lat.ernalac 

t.lme Ute llflpaae .. GoY•-11\ •• 4•UMr·uel.r ~116bt. t.o 

d"d"'• Ule VllltH 8\•~ .. 'llr tel•• et.•t.••au ell4 'Zl'"''toae 

or bo,. t or ooat.ltNH ••••• 

!:be aU.aU ,.nerd.et oa t.ll• Ba•Uaa hlall4e bu. 

.... e4 ,.,.,l"tt •-c• \0 ~rleu •'~'al &1114 alll~•IT t oro••• 

''"' ... , .... rto&~a u ... haYe btell loet.. Ill •d41Uoa 

.... rtou al:llpe lle.Y• M•a t.oorpMoM oa t..b• blgta , .. , bet.-a 

a.a r n aohooud lloDOl\ll\1, 

, .. .._.._,u.l•P••••OO..•~at.alaolallDOIIed.t~' 

et.t.aok aptut. Kala,.. 

t.eet. upt. z,, ... ,, toro•• .u ... ull lklac l[oa&• 

t.e.eta1ptl..,,u••tore .. et.t.41HHO... 

t..•t. D!Pt z,, ... ,, t or••• •t.t.eokell t.be Ph1Upp1-



->-

U:re1\K \hat all •••ural b4o WIUft to:r OW' 4tt1Uto 

rt,pt- aS.p\ w1111 tb~ \ 0 1b110hU Yloi.Ol'J'. 

I "'-11•,.• 1 lataqnt Ut.e wlll or \be Coacr-•• ud 



&o.Ulhl .. .:a:U~, 1'!1- h 110 W*lac at. t.M 

r.n \.bat. OIU' peopla, ov t.al"l'UOJ'f a Dd OIU' latar .. t.a ' " 

u 'OoUJidlac dtt.aJW.l•Uoa ot our peoph -- - wlU ph 

Ula lae'l'lhtllAo t.rt~h - eo help u Oo4, 

I aall: t.bat. t.bl CoJ~CM•• 4M~r-. t.bU, IJ!Ha U:la 

lUIPNNiu4 ..., daa~l7 at.t.aoJt b7' lap•ll 011 haoiaJ', 

DN-Mr leTeat.b , a at.ata ot -r bt.a Mht.a4 Mt.-11 

\baUD1t.1'4 8t at.eaaadtllaJQeaeaelliqlbe. 

I 



CO::FIDE!I'Tl.U.1 To b.t t•ld 1n §.Iil!£I ~ 
and m:~ pvrt ion, synop11i11 or 1nUL13t1•m to be 
publ1ahl!d or aiven out untU !!oliver ;.• or the 
h'eddent'a cu::asc t.o tl.e Conbn!SII ~ m;Q!lli. 

1'1''0 
1:'1. .. II' Rolea::e 1tX$Jected about~- .r., B. s . r ., 
~·b.,~ l941. 

~: b:U.-. cue ~~ be axerc1sed to 
avoid pl"llllature plbl1cet.!on. 

1710 



dii!Wl. '!0 'IU OOIIliDI 

n.:-• •.1941 

~lf"tor hp&ao 

,,_, u Ul • eo1lG1UUoa of Z~Jaa, - • nll1 la ooDY•nnloa 

of.,.'l' o 'l'•rwll4•\uolr.. 



_,_ 

1\ wlll M reoo:Mie4 U.t. t.l'le &ht.•aoe ot n.wd1 





taatt.bd o\U'p..,la ,o1.lrtarrl \oryaa.douJ'lat.ar .. uare 

l a p.Ya ii&IICWo 

Wltb. oo llt14anoa 111 ovra~~ foro .. -- wUb tho 

ua-.o\Uid.la& htatsbaUoa ot ow pooph -- " w111 ph 

t.ba la...,tt..ble trt..-:pb -- oo bdp .. Ooo. 

I .. 11: tta.t tlll Coacr-aa 4aola re tbu tlaea t.ba 

\UiiPf'O?Ok414 1.114 bauroUy at.taotc by z,,.., oo S'IUidar, 

ht•ber ana.lltb , a nua of -J' baa ef:htH "'"'' 

\lit 1111.1te4 autaa •• Lba lq•••• ··h·a. 

I 
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