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RADIO SPDCH or TBB PUSm!'Nl' 

BILL or RIQHTS DAY 

Dl.CDmEJI: 15 , 1941 

No date ln the lone b.ietory of freedom meane more to 

llberty-lodns men ln all Uberty-loTiJl6 countriee than the 

tittaenth day or Decaber, 1791. On that day , one hundred aDd 

titty years ago, a new nation, through an elected Cons.reee, 

&dO'j)ted a. declaration ot human rigbta ~ich has 1ntluence4 the 

thinki~ ot all mankind fr«tt one end or the world to the other. 

There is not a single Republic or t his Hemiephere which 

ball not adopted in its tundaJr.ental law the bail ie principlell of 

treedcm or .r.an aDd freedom ot mind enacted in the Alt6rioa n Bill 

ot Rights . 

• . ,/ '" l t •. ... ,. (J 
Thera 1s not a country, large or small, on "'lhi...!J ':fontinent , /.. 

wbich bas not felt the influence or that document , directly or 

indirectly. 
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Indeed, prior to the :rear 19)), tho elll!lentlel nlldity 

f~'<ll~-
ot the American Bill of Bigbta waa accepted I\ at leaet in principle. 

hen today. with the exception or Oencall7, Italr aDd lapan, the 

peoples or the world -- i n all probability four-tif'tbe of tbf.IID --

aupport ita prlnolplen , i ta teaohlnga and ita glorious raaulta. 

But , in t he year 1933 , there came to power in Germany a 

political clique lllblch 414 not aooapt the declaration& or the 

AJ:erlcan Bill of human rlghta u Talid: a small ollque or u.bltloue 

and unaorupuloue polltlol ana whose announced and admitted platf orm 

waa preoiealy the 4eatruot1on or the rlghta that inatruztent 

declared. Indeed the entire program and goal of tbeea political 

and moral tiger• waa nothlna mora than the oTerthrow, thro\18hout 

the earth , of the great revolution of human liberty of Which our 

American Bill of R1ghta 1a the mother charter. 

'!'he truths which were aelt-eY14ent to Thomas letterson -

which ha•e been selt- e•1dent to the s i x senerationa ot Americana 

wbo tollowed him - - were to these men batetul. 
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'!'be rlgb.ta to Ute, Uberty a.Dd the purauit ot bapplneu 111liob 

tt, ':h.,....Jt,.... .-ITJ. lr..,...j£~ 
eeemed to~. IU:Id Mtlob aeem \o ua , inalienabl e, were, .. 
to Hitler and hie tellowa, empty warda which they propoaed t o 

cance l toreTer. 

The propositiona they a4nnoed to take the place or 

lettereon' a inalienable rigbtl were these: 

That the 1D41v14ua.l bucan being bas no rigbta Wbatner 

i n bimaelt a nd by virtue o r hie humanity; 

that the individual human belns bas no right to a 

aoul ot his own, or a mind ot hie own, or a tonsue ot hie own, 

or a trade or his own; or eTen to 11-.e wt.ere be pleaaea or to 

marry the Y.caan be lo..-ea; 

that bla only dutJ i a the duty or obedience, not to 

hie Oo4 , and not to hie oonaolenoe, but to Adolf Hitler; and 

that bill only value i e hie Talue , not as a man, but as a unit 

ot the Nazi s t ate , 
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To Bitler the ideal or the people , ee we oonoehe it - -

the tree, eelt- gonrnina and r eaponaible people -- ia 1ncocpre-

henaible. The people, to Bitler, are "the masses" aDd the bigbest 

human 1deal1ea 1e, in his own word.a , that a men should wish to 

become "a duet particle" ot the order "ot toroe" which ia t o 

abape the un1 verse. 

'l'o Bitler, the so•ernmel1t, as we oonceiTe it -- i s an 

imposelble conception . The gover11111.ent to him is not the eervant 

and the in~~trument or the people but their absolute master and 

the dictator ot their e..-ery act. 

'l'o Bitler the oburob , ae we conceive it, ia e. monatro-

alty to be deetroyed by every !!Ieana at biB command. The Nazi 

"' A.i"''~'~ n (' J.. u.J•do -
church 1a to be the "National Church", ab:olutely and exclusively 

in the aerTioe ot but one doctrine, race aDd nation". 

To Hitler, the freedom or r.en to think as they please 

and apeak u they please and worship aa they pleu e 111, or all 

things 1me.sinable, moat hateful and moat desperately to be teared. 
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The iaeue or our time, the issue or the war ln wt.lob 

we a r e engaged, ia the laaue roroed upon the d ecent, aelt­

respeotl~ peoples or the earth bJ the oggreaa1Te do~a or 

tbie attempted reTlTal or barbarlaa; tbill p roposed r eturn to 

tyranny; thh effort to impose ege.1n upon the peoples or the 

world doo'trlnes or absolute obedience, aDd or dlotetorlal rule, 

a.nd or the euppreeslon or truth , and or the oppraealon or 

conscience, Which the free nat lone ot the earth have long ego 

reJected. 

'o\'hat we race is nothing ~~:or. no:- lasa than an attempt 

to OYertbrow and to cancel out the great upsurge or human liberty 

of which the American Bill or Rights 111 the tundtunental document: 

to force the peoples or the earth, and ~OJl6 them the ,peoplee or 

tble continent , to accept again the absolute authority and 

despotic rule from Wblob the courttse and the r esolutlou aDd tbe 

ae.cr1f1ces or thalr ancestors 11berat6d them many , many years ago. 
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It 18 an •tt em,Pt which could. euooee~ only if those who 

ha·n inherited the &lrt or Uberty had lost the manhood to pre-

aene it. But we Arlerlcana know that the d eten::Unatlon or tbla 

generation ot our people t o pr eaerve liberty is as tlxM an4 

certain a s the detennl nation or that earlier generation or 

/\}<' 
J.merloans to win it . • 

We will not, under any threat , or in the race or any 

daneer, surrender the guarantees or Uberty our rorote~thera 

trar:ed tor ua in our Bill or Rights . 

We hold with all the pualon or our bearta aDd. .a.J.Ma 

to those oCCIII.ltuenta or the human eplrle, 

We are aole:nnly determined t hat no pc:rNer or oomblnatlon 

ot powers or thia earth shall shake our hold upon them. 

We coTenant with each other before all the \\"Orl4 , that 

h&Yln& t aken up erma ln the detel18a or Uberty, we will not lay them 

down before liberty l s once again secure in the world we live in. 

For that secur1t 1 we pray; ro:r tbat •ecur1ty we ect -- now and 



~.u., r.....p-. ~"' " . 
Su--It .e....r' 

A A<~ 

F'WW.IUMDt.llb of PlJ-out.h ot 16.)6 .. aut.ecl for t ba ooloniat.. 

~pb of fhalud. The o.cJ..ara Uoo ot l.lldepeod!Nl~ of 1176 

ll.r~t r .. " tl. s 
hel d t b! r r 'tf t.o ba ••1!-l'ltdeat - •that. &11 -.n .... 

u 
e.rt.ain ltnall.nabla r i&bt.a, W.t .._, thea. are We, U.ber'J 

1787, cr .. w a Uni on to • ••cure the BleaalD.ga ot L1ber t.y t.o 
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wu adopt.ed)by tho n ... l)' 1o11lt.ed at.at.n of Allleri eaJa declua­

t.iM ot bwaan right. •hich baa Wluenced t.be t.hl:lki.na o! 

Mnkilld !Toe ona .00 of t.hU ..rt.b 1.0 t.M otbuA aDd not lA 

t.ha "-eri~ al.oDa but. ill ~ a.a\.ion. ot bU. IUld c.t D.a-opt 

and ot Uriea u ••H. 

There i a not a lingb r-epublic of t.bla hl.lldaphertl 

which baa not adopted ill H a funda~~~~nt.&l 13.• the balic pri.ne1plea 

ot freed011 of Mn .nd .ad enaot.ed ill the Aaeriotm Bill or 

!bclre is not. a couat.r7 of arq coo.tlrumt which bu 

I ndeed., prior t.o t.ha :rur 19JJ, there 1tli8 hardlJ' a 
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ot tlle ~rioaa 8111 of Ri&ht.l ••• not. , in principle at lNit., 



Dtar Grace; 

THE LIIIAAUAN OF CONGlESS 

w...,Mog.,D.C. 

1 . Ket'fl0 1 t.he r;ec(X'ld dratt. ot the e~ech ~:m t he Bill ot 
Rigbt.. for Mond'-1' ••enin&. I han diaclll"d..t the Ur11t draft. anUr.ly 
and ha.e rewritten aa t.he President directed. 'the leogt.h _,. be _.. 
thing mer t.he dx .J.nut.ea the President wMt.ed, b.4t. I hope "'!7 Aieh 
the President. • c n 't. -.1nd too .uoh. For one Uling, i t i a 1\ard to oo .. 
preu so tr-ndo~ll' iaport.nt a subject bel'ood a cert.a.in point.. For 
another, d&bort~t.e prepo.rat.icna ba•• been aacl.e fro- one coast t.o tbe 
other t.o ba•• people uae•bled 1A 1choola, churehee , ••Unc houMa, 
t.o Uat.ea t.o the Pr"ident'a lpoMCh and I - IJW"e t.beJ would I..U. t.o 
ba•• u .uoh •• he feU. ille &iYi.nJ tn.. Tba or iciJial plan, u )'DU 

ree.J.J. , ... fer a t.el,.. ainut.e apeecb . tto.e•er, I doo•t think t.hia 
wlll nan O'f'lr 11•eo or eiibt aitlut.ea a t the -ost.. It aortb1Ac n..Ca 
to be done t.o it, plHae call -at. • IV hour ot tile day or n1Ebt., 
except tro. t.hr ee-Uiirt.y t.o four-thirty Mond.y1 when the Attorney 
Genorlll and I are 11p .. ld..ng at. a .... una hure 1n the Librar)' . 

2 . 1 aetb.r U1er e will be an announceiNtllt a bout Pearl Harbor 
tollowlll.i Frank Jtnox1a return. 1 .uggaat.ed to Bob Shenood 1 before t.he 
apeech l.ut Tue.cll)', a fora ot announceaeot. tlhich he llk.c! but which 
rNched hiJI t.Do late tor oona1darat.ion 1A that COODect.iCOD. . Tha l\1&6"ttl­
t..1on • u t.hiu !hat we should aa:t t.hat the a t.ory oo Pl.rl Harbor 1a now 
1n ha.nd; that the asserot.W teet. which a t.aoda cut b tb~t tl::e Jap-.ne~~e 
pu:-poae •a• t.o knock ua out ot t..ba war batora • a got into it. Tbia pJ.r­

pose is -.da apparent by the elabora te decept.iona practiced, b7 t.he 
ano.-.oua prepa.ro tiQna .We tor the a tt.e.clt, by the hu.i:• rialta run by the 
a t.t.acltera , b7 t.he •Jllchro.ui:tat.ion ot t.ho 11.tt..cka on PCIIU'l Harbor and 
atta.cka al11a-here, etc. e tc. All. Ulia adda up to t )'.e fact. t.ha t the real. 
purpose wae to knock 111:1 out of tho Wll.r altogetller lind ent irel)- b)' one 

::WO:i:,'\!ir';bar'=~:O:•~f:!l~ ~1~ ~ ~ :.~~~~ •• otJI Uan 

J . I u eacl.oa11l& ~1tb • penoua.l l etwr t.o the tr.•1dent 
which I abcw.ld ••ry -ch illa tu.. t.o bel•• u aooa u JOU think he aigbt 
ha•• 11 tree -nt to r ...:i it. 

llisa Grace Tull)-
S.cret.ar)' t.o the Preaident 
The 1{h1f.e Kouae 

Eacl<*Ul'N (2) 

lour• , 



UDlO II.PI'.ZCB OP rBI PIIIIII&ft 

BILL OP IUGJml DAJ 

DECZKHB1 15, 19U 

•o4ata1Athaloncb.1ttoryott'rae40111M&DI.Ortto 

l1'0arty-lo1'1nl; -n 1n a U ll'Oarty-l01'1n& DOQDtr1a• tha.D 

tha t1ttaanth. dar or o.e .. 'Oar, 1791. Qo that Q.y , _. 

bW)dre4 and. t1t\y yurt aco, a a" nation, t.hrou&JI aA 

alacte4 Cocl&ran, tdop~ a declaration or b-D 1'1&btt 

•1cb bu Wl~~ence4 tba th1nk1nl or all MGititd 1'1'• oae 

en4 or tba • ol'l.d to the otbu. 

'!hare 1 1 not a •t.D.&le lloel!'lbl1c ot th11 Bn.J.aphera 

•h1ch baa not ac!opte4 1n 1tl f'lmoS.aMntal la• tha bu1c 

pr1Ao1pl" o r traM,. or aa.n and tHadet~ ot •1M enacted 

1A tha .t..ar1can Bill or R1&hta. 

ntara 1 1 not a country, ltr&• or IMll, on tb.11 

oont1Aant wb.1ch ha• not r alt tha 1ntlua nca or that 

4ocWMnt, d1 ractl:J' or indiraot}¥. 

Ind.ae4, P1'1or to t ha , .. ,. 19)), t.b.a •••entlal 

1'al141ty ot the .&.e1'1caa BU.l ot JU.&htt • u accapte4 

at lMit 1n pr1Ao1pla. EYan to4ay, •1th t.ha a.capt1on 

ot o.,._,, Ital;:r aDd lapaa, t.ha paoplaa ot Ula -arl4 -

1.a all probab1llty tOUI'-tit t.M ot tba• -- aupport 1tl 

pr1Ao1pln , it taach1n&• and 1tl clor1ou. raalllta. 



adait t.ed pl.att'on~ ••• preo1n]3 the d.e•t.ruetioa ot t.be riih~ (_ 

{j,•IJ ~<'"""' 
that ln:stroment declared. . Indeed. the entire proe;raa 

11
ot t.bl8e 

pollticel and. .,ral 1 t; 1 W wu not.bi.Di ~ than t..b.e C't'er-

cbart.er. 

which ha't'e beeJl 1ell-e't'idont to the d:~~ gonerati ono o! AMriOjj,,),l 

Who followed tu.. - ••r• to tll••• Mn hat.o.tul . The r i ibt s to 
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life, llb.rty and tM pur.W.t ot la.ppi.Deu which eeellol4 to i 
l 

Jefter eon, and whioh •- t.o u 1t.n.J.t enabl.e, .,.re , to Hitler ~ 

v 1pty ..,,,.,s. .,.;J..,~J.. -tl.ry. P"'F ,.~,A 't"o a~crlor-
and. bia fellowe,_. EQ • ~ 

E(;"t..tr ri' P1m ' ( lrttrr•t, .. ~ ~ 
ftle prop.Mit.ioa.a tJ1ey YAll~11'111'rc ~UI 

wJ. 1 +o·,,. 
!bat the 1n4J:rldual tNaan being hu no r1&bt.,.1n 

biu.t.t and bt rlrtue ot bis m..udty; 

~\t ' '"''"''"·' l"'"'' "' btt~~tlj 
t.bat ~ no~t t.o a .oul of hb OO!n)or a a1nd. 

to ll•e where he pl"111 or t.o arry the ~ be lO'I' .. J 

thl.t hil only dut.J 11 Ute dut1 or obeclbnce
1
oot to 

,,,j 
hie God and not to hh coaaobnce but to Molt H1t.ler•and hi• 

I I I I' 

st.atA . 

~~ - the tr .. , Nll-COYim!Jl& and l'llpoDSible people - b 

JNtllt ('rt J.rNII~ft;) 
~r tt.. people , to Rit.J.er, .,.. •t.b• -..eea• aZid. U.e 
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:r-
To Hitler, t.be govenwent ;u •• oonceive ~ 

n ' "' 
~.1• an l.apo11i bb concept.1011. 'lba l o .. n.eut,.l.a not. t.ba 

••t.er ud ua dictator ot tbtiir enr7 act. 

,r 
To H1Uer the ohu.rcb , &I •• concei ve ~. 11 a 

The l.aeue of ou.r U.., t.he ilw. of the war ill wh1cb 
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rule'and o! tbe auppr.u loa ot trut.h,ud. of tM oppreu1oc 

o! COQadence)wbicb~•> t:.,~r H•~~Sj 4 :~r, fell• I! :~"t 
~~~~u~'f tl Mlia;e .th•~ 

What" face b not.bi.cc _,.. nor leas tbPI an at~pt 

f, C:•Nt t / tlllt 
t.o OYe~ t.n4

11
..,_,. the CTMt llpaur£e o! m-tl Ubert7 



- 7 -

or libert,. OW' !oNfatbera m-et tor Ull 1n ~ 8Ul ot Richt.. · 

t'? We hold •1t.h all the pa:~aiOCL ot ow- heart. and ~linda t.o Uloae 

tM.t. no power or oe-binaUOil ot powera ot t.hb ..rt.h s hall ehake 

OUT bold 'll.pon t.h•~ We coniW!ot. •U.b. •eb other beto"' all Ule 

world, that U.wing t.alten up aru 1P tM d.e!'enae ot llbert7, • • 



- . -
will oot l&7 tho• dom holm 0 " t ~ ...,._ 

...----.,. ... ,, .... ffk. ... t;;:s ~ 
'/!';_':.'-. CXt, .. c...c. ,_ ~1tJ.th~( "- 1

L 

t'A,.J. '"' ' fr!.. ~ -;;· ru, .,;£;-- /Ua I'//' 
/ e:>• ~.,;f'o .. .,fr /.f-'- a&!'-- ::A ~<·J 

(t ... ./~~ ~~Nod""-., 



~ or 1'HI !'e!llm:lr 
BRCWICA9'l' IN COICOC'l'IO:l liTH 

'1HZ CEIZBIW'ION or TH& lSOt.h ~ 
or THE ADOP'l'IIl.'f or THI BILL 01 R!fETS 

~15,1941 

M r, 1791. 00 ~bllt 461, OM hl.ul4re4 and. t1rt7 yean aao , • new uuoa, 

t hrough R electa4 c~ .. . adopted • deolA.raUon or "'-.D rtP,ts 11b1ch 

hal 1ntlutnced tbe t h1nk1D« of all u.Dltl nd rrca one end or t be wor ld ~o 

t he ot!Mr. 

adopted In Hs t\:ndaea~al law ~b• beaic prtuclpha or rr..!loal or u.n and 

rreed011 or • lnd enaotad In the ~rlcaa Bill or R1ghu . 

TMre Ia cot a cowatey, l arp or -.11, on t h l a CODUnent ~ 

~ -.blcl1 '-• 1:10t tslt the lotl\leace or that doe~at, 41Nctl.r 

or Indi rectly. 

llldaad. , prtor t o ~111 year 19JJ, t11e es.eenU&l YalldUy or the 

A.'l'llr1un BHl or Rlgbta •• accepted .!..!!!Z:!!!!!! at leut In principle. J •nn 

t od..,., with tb.a noepUoa or Cer.al:l)' , Italy ud Japaa, t be peoples or ~be 

~world -- In all probabUlty tour--rtn.l:la or ~1:1«11 - - a1pport Ita priD­

olplea , Ita uac loge ud. Its S).orlous r .. ulta. 

But , 111 the yee r l9JJ, tl:lsre C&.lile t o power I n OoeraJI¥ a political 

cUq,ue which 414 aot accept the decla.rattou or the American Bill or bu.an 

r.toM UllOI.UICa4 aD4 adllHted pbtrora •• precbaly t he destNCtlo:~ or tba 

r tgllu t hat lnat.ru:tent declared . I ndea4 tll.e anUN pl"'Ol"aa llD4 goal or 



~ltn 11. "-•••U Libra..., 

nate tl a nan•crtpt .-de bJ t~e1Mh 
Bou•• su.nocn¢1er t :c. M• •Conl!.tltl4 
not•• tUen at the tl .. tba •peec!'l ..... 
•4•· Un4nl1ntr"' tDdteatU rrl!• 
utuporL'1eOU.Sly added to tbe p'1'c'l1oud7 
pr~red. uadl"' <'CH tnt. l erd• tn 
per entheee• ar• worM that •ere-o•ltt.e4 
ahen the epeecb ... delt•ered. , tboll&h 
they appear tn tbe prevtQUIIlJ pre~:ed 
rea41"' copy tut. 
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t.bue pollUc-.1 alliS •f&l \len·• •• ootbJ.DC au•e \ ball the OYirth.row, 

t~t tM .u-\b, or Ul• c:reu ~oluUoo. or ~ Ubel"\ J or W lob 

OIU' A::.rtcu Bill of Rl&hte 11 \ be aotber charter. 

t'b• truth• wblob "" Mlt-ntU ot t.o Tbau.a Jettereo11 •• wt&l ob 

bill ·- .. re to thue cen b.uetul . Ttle rlgbt e t o Ute, Uberty Cl4 the pur­

eul\ or happl.ou• which .. _ ., (to Jerte:reou) t o the Fo~mdere or tbe 

•pubUo, e!ld wl!.lcb 110 to 1u, lo&lh-.ble , ftre , to HitlAir eo4 bh tel-

lon, • P'Y wo~ llllhtc h tHJ' propoae4 to oenod tor.Ter . 

Tb• pro~IUoae t bey a4ft.lloe4 to t ake the plac::e or Jerru·•oD'e 

l.llalteoable rights WIN t he•: 

'r.lat t he ID41Yldu.l huu..o. be tas hu oo rlghte (wl!.atner) !!!!!.!!­

!!!!. ID b111Ml1' aDd by YlrtUI Of hil hwunlty; 

That the lnd11'1dual huaan bdllf; n .. no right to a eoUl or ble own , 

or a • lnd or hi e own, or a tOZIBUI or hi e own , or a tre.de or bh owo.; or 

'l'hat bb only &!ty 11 the d1.1t7 -Jt obe41enee , ~~ t o h11 God , (aod) 

DOt tQ b ll coo.eie!lce, but to Adolt l!Hhr; 11111 t!l!ot hh only 111.lu. la bla 

nlue, not •• a -.a, but •• • W!.lt ot tbt Had Aat•. 

To H1tlar t he l t.aal ot ttl& peopl• , aa .. concal"e It •• tb• t'rH , 

Mlt· gO'I'eMll q end r .. poulbla paople -- 1a IDeo.pratMonalble . Tbe people , 

t o Hitler, are "ttl& aa&MI" &114 til• bl &beat bU&an td .. ll• 11, in 1111 own 

worda , t bet a &aD aboul4 w!.all t o beco.e "a 4uat j:e.rt lela" ot t he order "ot 

force• wbloll 11 to lll&pa (tile)~ \UII n r ... 

To Hltbr , tlla &men.ect, •• we eoocehe It , Ia an t.poaalble 

ooocepU011.. 'I'be aoren~U~~t t o bla Ia not tile Mrn.Dt aad t he t nnnaaot of 

Ute people but t belr abaolut e .aater ~ 'h• dictator of tbel:r e"ery aot, 



. ) . 

To Rithr, tt. rna~ ot aaa to think •• they plMM u.d apN.ll: 

•• they plMM aDd won.blp •• tb.,. plea" 1•, or all thlop lM&illl.bb, 

:110at hateful &114 &Oat deaperuely to M te~. 

Tba 1nua or our ta., tilt; tuu.a or the •xo 1.n '11111@. • a.ra an­

go.gad , 1a the la.ue fOrced upon tM daunt, nlt-raapecting peopha or tba 

earth bJ tbe &&gHIII'I'I dooaaa or thia ut ... ptad r.•lTU or oarbe.rta; tb18 

propoMd ret.u-o to tyre.m:a:;r; thla atfoM. to Uipoea apia upon tba peoplaa 

ot the wrl4 4octrS~• or abaoluu oMcl.teaca , (ud) of dlctatorld ru.la , 

{aDd) or the IUppreaaton at uouth, lal'l4) or the opp~aalon or oouclaace, 

wbieb the tree nat1o11a or tbe aartlt ho.'l'l lo:lg -,go :rejact!J4. 

WU.t •• race 1a ::othing zr.on 110r h" tne.n an athlllpt to onrthrow 

and to eucal ou.t the £tf"Mt upaurga or h~a llMrty ot \Cich \be AMrican 

Btll ot itigbh 11 the tundceDW 4oCI..JiaDt: t.o to~• t he peoplaa ot the 

capt again the abaoluu author ity u4 d11pot1c rule tl'OIII wblob tbt courag~ 

and tba raeoluHon ana the eacritt c .. ot tbtir •ncu tor• Hberoatt4 thu 

It 1• Ill •ttept, Ill ett•vt which could ~ccM4 oal7 it tho.e 

1l!w ha•• 1nb•r1td th• &1M. or UbertJ tad loat the M.ll.l:.ood t .l F•Mru it. 

people -- our puroaUon -- to P"""' Ubert7 1• e e th:ecl. •EMS c•rtain •• 

tb• I:!•Ur.1cat1on or that l•e.rl1er)!!.!!%. ge~:~•re.tton or Ara•rtce.u to win it . 

W• will not, uu(!.•r &Dl' thrMt, or in the tac• ot 1.n1 O&npl', 
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wrnD111r tM pal'!Ut.HI ot UMrty our tor.h.t.!»:rl ~M tOl' ~a. 1a cur 

11111 or Ricbt•. 

•• bold with all tbe pan1oa or our bMrta &aS alad.l to tho .. 

o-1\Mnt• or tt. hu.Mll *Jilrtt . 

we ara aol.-nty dtU N 11l.l4 tbu no power or caabin.Uol!. or power. 

ot thll M rth a11all •hale• our bold upon th•. 

•• coTell.llnt whh .. ob othtlr Mtore aU the world, t.bat haT1D& 

t!U111 up 1rm. 1a tbe Utii!.M or llbt>rty, tn will not lay th• 40WII bt>tore 

HMl"\y 11 oDCe a p tn "cu" ill the world .. ltn 111 . lor tU.t Hourtty 



1~ 
/ 

1-<L 
~ • Joint blclu.t.ioo o.! Coo.;r .. u , approved i.u.;.U~Jt. a, 

R1t,.hta Day, eal.llnc upon otfichb or the Conrn&.ent. t.o oilph) tie 

flat.g of t..h<:t United St.lot.e. on all Goveru.cnt. buildings otJ tJ:wt. f4.y , 

and i nviting Ule people uf the Unit.f!(j Stlat4111 to obt.erve th d&J with 

Now, therefore , I , ~1D D. P.oo&evolt. , President cJ' tn. 

Unlt.eci Statea ot .t..riea, ___ .,.....,..,,..,.,""'-"'olol-~~ 

,.::,,;;a.C P ' • s bs • • • 1~ lio hereby del>it;~.atAI 

December 15, 1941 111 Bill ot R1&ht.a O.y,..!:!L u~~e14l• 
of U.e Clovorrur;ent., and upon tloe peopb of t,ne Unit..--d .1U.t.ea, to 

obeerre t.ne da;r by oiltJ.&)<ini' the fkc ol the United Stat.ea oa public 



n. f1rat ten u:ei14Hnt111 the ueet I.Ptric"-n charter of 

~ 
tut1on of tlle United St.at.es oro the 15th cia¥ o.r: Deceaber 1"1'11. It 

9---
~·nuMnt r~ nt(.ran. of ViOVMCes . It 18 88peci&ll.y tittinl that 

t1onG of a deiiOCr~<tiC ~ple which owe their ver'f exhtence to the 

t;U&ro.ntecs of the Ifill of R1(.1lt.8 : the free schools , tho frH ohurchoc, 

the labor unioor;., the reli&ious lllld tdllcational tlnd civic or pnita-



-) -

<AL•--L.-~ 
,A';. ••er of the d.-ocratio: ar.C. .,eaceful • ct.1on b) which 

" -<~r -1-
u, ••• rights were gained,~o ret:&t~et~sment of t.helr pre~ent 

r.eanins and their livillt worth . Tho:;e 1rho h.ave l011g enjoyed &uch 

pr1v1legea aa Ye eajoy fortet in tiu that. - n bave c.i ed to •ln 

no- no longer can. Tle \ltlder11t.t.nd in aoce IM!aaure "'hRt their lon can 

?<4/,}.r.;;:. 
And by throt. ~ we ba'l'a c~ t.o a clearer oonceptioo 
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ot their worth t.o u1 , and to 1 1t.ron,cer ancl. 1o0r1 wl&ltArabll 

,(......_;...._ 1..-L 
deUlrJOiJUlt.ion that Uley ah&ll not ._. be lost or weakened or 

A 

cwt..Ued. 

It. i a to s:tve public h.pn:tll1011 and outurd for~ to that 

t.he Blll of R1ghtll lllld ~ red.edlca tt..-A its principl11 

;~r 
and practice . 

' 



,...uu.tH ot Noll n.~~u- U llnu ..... 

N.ml.J' wUM. l..lol<l 

-r.,., '"" hMl"-•' ~ ~toot ""' .. ,. -
tlloortMCI M4 ~t.a to t•- • ,....~u-. ~1&'­
.. u:t,~ liM-...- u . 1941 u l t U or I1Pt1 n.;,, ...U· 
1..1.1: QOIII otnotu.o ~ n OoQ-t to Uoplq n .. 
t:U.. or tiM ~tt.a &tuo 011 oll O..o,_t h11Ull,l• 
011 tllu 4q, a4 LuU tiM~~ ot tiM UltJ.tM 
at..tlo to obM..,• tl>o 4 .-tt ll tJVOPritte .. .._,,. 
•4J~n.•: 



\H n .. or ,.,.tllt.l...,.he.'-141 M•.U~-' 

toll~•"•'~¥:- u • .,..,.. ... ~.oru. 
U.\ -., ..t1& oppnprluo -~ .. 

•• """'r '' U.lr , ta H-.ol.to, • 4 u Jl&Ht M" ~-

p tloa•d or I!Up. 

IlfwrtiQS$lllilftiDI', I llll.n.,.n.\0 "'IV lou4 ud ·-

, .. ~ot\botlo.Uod&t&\oo ot~oo \o"lod"t1.11 ... 

DXK &\ IJwo Ci~ ot -.ut .. 1oa \llto -., ot 

uu._..or ...... 

-·-



Cllffitr oft~r~ltonttv <flrnrral 
llu!Jinghm.li.Q:. 

I aa bDNW1th truaitUq a rni1ed. drtft or a propoae4 

procl.aat1oo. entitled •stu or Rt&bt• ~·. together with a f'oN ot 

warr&nt auth.or1z1n8 and dt reottag tba S.cretar.r or State t o o•ua11 thtl 

1eol or tbe United Statoe to be a r t i xed to tho p r:ocla:JW.Uon. 

The propo.sod procl.uatlon, pre10Dhd by t he Sacretuy or 

Stote ODd torwardtt4 tor -.:1 OODd4ere.Uoa by tbe Aal l atant Dil"'otor of 

the Bu.roau or tbe !lu4c:1t und.e:r data of No't'er=ber 21., 1941, hea beea 

~la, but no cban&e hu bMa •4• to t he seneral. JlW'POM or lntsu. 

Aa NYieeod, tbe propc>M4 proel-tioa baa -:r app:"''t'al aa Ul tor. ud 

A.tt.omey General. . 



IIOY 24 194! 

U.re.i\G 11 I propo .. 4 IGU.\lU 71ocl-Uoa, 

preoeAt.•4 b7 t.l:ll Soorot.err or tU.ot.o, tloote:DoUaa 
O.oah r 15, 1941 •• 1tlll ot' Rtt't.• Dol)' . 

'Fbi Pl'OPOMd prooa-Uoo II \0 M IIWM pvl'­

ouaot. 1.o ~ 10111t. R .. oluU011 IO;)J'01'e4 oe Aquot. <1 , 
1941, • To prorll!o t or 1.bt l'~r obMrn.actl ot Uao 
ODI bwldrtcl II:ICI t1t\1ot.b &D.AhlrtlrJ' o f \.Ill 1401)UOII 
ot tho ttrot. t.oa .-.adft«<t.l t.o t.bo c o ... t.U.uU<m. k-. 

•• t.ho 11111 or Ril!'lit.o" , 

lnoloiii.:NI, 



-----­.... C<Wt .... ..... ft 

~ 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

In reply reter to 
RP 

My dear r.r . Smith : 

Uovcmbcr 18 , 1941 

In accordance with the proYhlona or Executl•e OrOer 

uo . 7298 appro•ed February 18, 19;56 I enclon tor your con­

a16eratlon a drart or a propond procla:~atlon regarding tbe 

obaerTance or Dececber 1~. 1941 u Blll or Rlghta DeJ'. If 

the draft procl~tlon meate vltb your appro•al, 1t h re­

quuted that 1t be referred to t he At torney Gener"l tor hh 

consl deratlon ano., lt he approvea lt, transmit ted to t he 

Director or t he D1vh1on or the Federal Reg1eter, The 

National Arehlvea, tor appropriate action. 

I aleo enolon t he warrant to be s igned by the Preel­

dent authorl:tlng ano. di r ecting ae to cauee the aeal or the 

United Statee to be att1xed to the procl amation regard.ing 

Bill or Rlghte Dca¥· 

Sincerely youre, 

Enoloou"" CoLA~ 
}. Dratt or proclamation 

lor1g1nal and. 6 oop1e•l· 
2 . warrant. 

The Honorable 
Harold o. Sa1th, 

LJ1reetor, Bureau or the Budset. 



lypt t.lSM fgr \ bt duct of 1 PrMltMUQII 4td1AfU,p• t.ht Hth 

dar ol Qpwbtr y IUl of N•tt pu 

11Mr.u • l oiat ftuolat.1oo oL c:o..,r..., appr'O"nn!! Mtcut 21, 

1941, .ut.hor1Mt and Nq\IINU tbe PHt1dtat of Ult Da1t.t4 SW.tt• 

tiP\& 0.,, oall.1ac \lplllll otl1oi&U ot t~ ~t. to 411ph.J U".e 

fla.( of \he Ula.1ttd. S\.1\t. oa all acr..r-t build.lap OD \hi\~~ 

JR, ~-, I, l'ftAklia D. ~lt, ~t ot the 

IIDi\14 IS\t\N ot AM.r1ot, tot1Dc WMkr tDd 1:11 Yii'WI or Ute av.Uiori.\7 

ooot'torr"td \liiOG ., br t.be H 14 .loiat RHolut.ioo 4o ber•bt 4el1pr.te 

O.O..bllr 15, 1941. u at.ll of NP,tt ~ tDd. 4o 0&11 11P0Q ott1o1&1.! 



- 2 -

11 fU.UA( that. Ule &Ziai.,...Mt'7 ot 1\.1 adopUoa M~d t.. r-Mr.cl 

b7 Ull MUCCI wb1cb, for OM bu.nd.r~ an4 f1tt.y fl&rlo h., cJo,-.4 

UM ~bl.1 pdYSbps 'llbloh U\at. obartoer ll\IIU'M~I U\1 

pr1Yil•&•• ol t'~ ot noUcJ.oea, t~ ot eJ)ON'Ob, tr.edoa ot 

PI'"'.._, r= ~· or p-t~. u. u .. peot-117 tlt.Ua.c t.bat 

\Mil loMiftr'MJ'7 ebou.ld be ,._ber ed M4 oiiHrnd by \hoM iaaUw-

\Mu ot • a..or.t.io PHPl• ftiob owe thel.r nrr uiaWD" w t.M 

pannt.u ot tM ~ ot Rich"-• \oM rr .. aoboola, \.M tr.. ebi&Abe•• 

1M labor -..lcla.l , \he ,..ll&iou MIS eduMU~ MillS oJ:wb orJIIAl..,_. 



- '-
U... t" &ll.IIJ.acl. ftiob, rl.\llou.t \be paraaw. ot tba llU ot 

11Pt., ecrald nenr ben .Ua\a4J fttJ.olt. alU.. ud 4U&,..... .._.. 

Tbl UU. 4a,.- ot o.a .. t.r, 1941, b t.benton Ht apart .. a 

4&.1 ot -obUhatloD lor tr..cto. UMS tor b-.a rl&hW, a d-.,7 tw 

u.. .....-oraUoa ot \ha de.oor&Uo aM peaoet'lal uU-. .., d.ld 

ooacapUoa ot \heir •..UUC to t.ba ,..,a no ...,.,..a \b-. ...., Mill 

-act loapr oaa. h ..a.ra\.Ud 1a ._-. ft&t \.,_l.r l.Ma ... 



•' 
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ot t.bdJ' wor~ \o u, aad \o • •woacv ..w. -• ..U.Wrabl. 

de"--1aaU.. \bat. \My sball. DO\ b• -r. be loat. or •.U... or 



otlll&hU. 

l•lrK11ly. 

at.Dto II'Dai or '!tiS NS.iliiJMr 

II1J. Or RIGHTS GAT 

DZIC.usDI 15, 1 941 



11111 ... , A'lor t o tb.a ,. .. ,. 19)), Ula aoooo\ld n.ltdlt)' 

or tbo ... ,., .. , Bill or llt&!!U "' "oo ptOCI • • 1-n 111 prlu.lglo. 

JToa toda)', wttb tbo u~o~tlou or oo ..... -.y, h at,. aM la~u . tho 

,..ogloo or tb.o -orl 4 -- 111 all ' robUUl\)' ro .. ,.~rtt'tbo ot t h- -

oupport 1U prlaal ;.l- , tu t•~hlo.c• ILIIIIII lU &lorlouo n o'llt a . 

!Nt , l11 tbo ,_r 19J), \bon - to ,_,.,. ta C.~y a 

poltUoal ol1quo ..tr.teh 414 oot uco;t Ulo 4"lor.Uooo or tbo 

J.aorloa11Blll ot'b~Z':aortght o oo .. u4ao -1~ o.Uq~taot -blUouo 

aA4 uoooN,Ai l ou• pol1tlo t au ho" allft0\1110o4 alld. ao:boltLod platr orw 

walpTOOhol)'tbo 401tT\Iotlo:aottllo r tpto t hlt tut~oot 

4ool arOCI. ID4ae4 tbo am.tro p i'O&,...ILIIIIII cool or tto .. pollUool 

aa4 -on.l ttcaro "' 110t bl11C aora tb&ll t ho oYol'ttrooo , thro~out 

t ho a artb, or tho &7'M'- :r.-..oluttoa or b-• Hhrt.)' or wttleb o !OJ' 

&aorliiiUI ll ll or •te::.u to tba I<Olha r oll.oort.o:r. 

!ba \Z"I-"!1.0 wbleb ... r a Otolr~aY14 0II\ \ 0 Ttl_, .Joti'OHCII. -

" lOb baYa .,. .. Oall'- .... t40Jit tO t l;o Ill I ODOratlOU Of' .-.rlUU 

~o tollow..S bla - ... ra to tbaoa aa::a hatotul. 



_, _ 

II 
I' 

ll 
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'l'o a t,hr 'h• ttMl or t.ho p.op1o, •• - ••••ho U. ·­

' " ' troo, "lr•&OTon.l~a~ lUllS "'';>oul'Olo peo):'lo •• h l aoo.pro• 

lloulble, fbo pooplo, t o HlUor, Ol'o •\llo -••••• oad tho blpo.t 

h,..D 1.,..11_ l o , hi b b OWD wol"do , tho\ o aaa ohoul4 orllb to 

t..- • •a du\ portloh• ot tho orGo r •ot t o roo• ..t\11111 h to 

ohopo t ho uah'oi"SO· 

t o lllt.hr, tho ao·nnaeot; , •• - 00110011'0 h -- l o •• 

1-.poo.tble OODOI :;Ji lon. Tho &o1'on.oat t o hl& to ao\ t ho oorn.ot; 

o..S t.bo lut.n.oDt of t ho p.oplo bu.t thelr oblol\lto .. nor aDd 

tho dlot.at.orotthdr oYol"f OOt. 

'l'o lil alo r t ho oburcb , oo .,. oonooho lt, 1a o ao:at.ro­

oh J' to b4 donroy.-cl by o••l'J t:Hu ot h l o - Ad. Tho Mad 

oburoh ll t.o h " '' •t;ot\OJWl Clna.r ob•, •oNolutolJ oDii oul\uholy 

111 tbo oonloo of 'IN\ oae doou·hlo, "'' oDII naUoQ•. 

To 8 1U or0 tho fr.M c. of kO# to t h lllll: o o t hoJ plou o 

oll4 IPHli: oo tbo7 plHoo ond worobl p u t.lloy pto .. o h , ot o ll 

lhlqo laa11lnablo 0 soot hataM and " '" 4••P• F• t.•lJ to be t ee red.. 



_, _ 

,..,, .. u .. v.ople• or the ... n b b7 \he aurent .. do ... , or 

tbll I U•pt..S re1'1Yd ot ber barl•l thh pro.,oe.-11 retura t o 

\ Jftii&J'I\hherrorttoiaj)Onaptaupoatl!e peopl e •oftl!e 

woru dooU·Lq• or e~olute obMle .. e, u4 of' dlth.tor l-.1 Tille, 

WbU •eteot lt DOi h l llflltO"DOrlen t ba11 a11 • U•pt 

t ooYert;bl'OW•.a4Woaaoelou.t t he &r• n uopeur&eotb~allberty 

or • tn lb.e Jo&.rtH.D 81ll or Jll lbU 11 \ be tuDta~t•ntt..l • • •-•ntl 

to tOI'ot t ile people • or n.e N.r&ll, 01.111111 ••~~a tb• the peopltt or 

thh .oznlaot, t.o ''"' "'' apta t~ •bHlute t \ltbo!'lty 01.11111 

lleepoU e Nle fro:. wbloh the GOIIr.&t a..t t he rnoluUoll Ulll t.he 

ttnltloM ot tbelr anoenon llbe"'" 1.11• ll!eay , .. 11.1 1"" •&O• 

J 



-·-
I\ h •• aU•!t' 'llllhll oouU , _..,. 0al7 tr \bo .. tobo 

II••• t .aorlhd ltr.o atn of ltber&y llad lN\ l bo ll&.llboo4 \o pn• 

''"' lt.. h\ • • Mart oau a- t.b.to.\ t.ba d o\ aral utloD or \llh 

CIIIINIUDII o f Ot.LI' p110pla t.o pn .. rra ltbeP\7 ll ao tl .. 4 ullll 

oar&d.ll a o t ba AaunUauto• or t.b.a\ Ml'lhr &•ou•uloa or 

Mttrl .... \OW111 l\, 

• • wUl DOt , Wld.ar P 7 \II,...,, or ta Uoo raea ot &Dy 

t1"10E.Otorulii.OilTB1l lotRlcbt.a. 

\Ira bold wU.b all t.ha pa n loo or our hHrU ..a D1114a 

t.o lbo .. •-ltaanu or tlla b,..n tpl rU. 

Wa a re aol-aly llltara1~ tbat DO I'CJI"U or -~~~~tlon 

ot ,ow.n or \bh Mr'Cb 8bal1 .tlako o~r bold ~o~poa n •• 

Wo oon-.llt wttb .. all onor before dl t.llo -rld, thu 

11&1'1 .. \all:aQ liP ama la \lla dal"aua or ltbe11Y, .. wtU DO\ l a:r 

40'11'11 batora Uber\J' t a OAoa apt11 na11n 111 no world • • u ,., ta. 

ror \bat. aoov.dty wa P"'-71 tor \ba\ .. o\lrU.y • • ••• • • aaw aD4 







,· 
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I! 

t:oTf',Tr~·~~· .... Fl' E 

&"LDJOII<LUSI tc:lltl2l U, lMl 

~· -:t-. •u-..a<IE r411N .. <4 tht. rruW..t-, '"'boo broodoo"-8\ 
u e ..... ~u·o. •Ull th. c~l..t>r~ti"' of u.. lloOUI AN.iYe....,. 
f \h •• ., l"tl n ·t \h .. 1•11 r r.l(tu, -\ M !odt In ... nn­

(~,.,, =til f\.l,·-...1. 

sa:;.. U..l...,.., 1.<. cc:ll.i..nl. <4 ~ """PIP." fp~U'lfll "" U. 
•t"""~IDT!i.-LID.1HA!Il0o401.~.1'.,M-..15 1 10U. 
1'h ,._ r.tl..·•~ -" u,. k>.~ or tt-• c.t.o!n.n al.., • Plllia• to 

r ... lit, U""""'lll..rO ........ ""rn..r:Ut>O'I , 

t1711DIIll.f'U 
S..cKt-"'7\<>t-tw.rru ldlnt-

,i..._.~. I 

J;.>&.tlt.thlloqll1noryor~ .... ,...,..w 
u..,,rt,v-lo>i'le""'·t...J.ll Obocrt,y-loY.t.rr-ri.&f\h.nU.. 

~t~~/;~~~ !"~u!~1U.~ ~:t~t:!t.~r.o~~ - 1 
"'"·'·..,: 1 likol.loriU~nor l'loaln rltf't• ~lc)lht.ei'lll,.nC..S U.e 
U\Ju~l:(' of f!ll ••..::1nd tro!!ll """ eroll of U;o 'IIOrld ..., 1.111 ot-her. 

o"bTeiltOtllsln:lol!arul>lleofl.hiiH•IIPMN 
oot.J")I 11 .. rot l:l>f"...<! itt 1W fllnc:-nu.l 1• lotio baltic pi.-.:1· 
,h~ .. ~ fr-.<klr.. of_,_~ rro;-. or r .tlld on~t-H tn u. 

~..rlc:::i~r Ji~::=. lup , .. ••11, on lilt....,.,_ I 

·~·tA-J·'~" t... IW)t r.ut !A. Jnn• ... nc• .. r u..t .soeo.-. t1-

.... -~:.:r ur ::ct~~r ~ ~ !'"' 11ou, tJ,7.~~:~1.,,u~:~ L I 
ot u... ~'ric.,. f ul or il~ht......, ecN-.({at--ltNt In ~t.... 

far~: IJ><;~.o:t:'"~r";'~~~l~~iH,.-~,:-~~ I 
~~~i:: ~rt 1U p-I<ElplN , lt-1 tud'lir-CI....:! IU tloriowo 

I 

I 



l!llt,ln u..,. .. tll5l, U,-c .. ltopoo.otri11~a 
poHtiuJ. dilo ... IOIIScll d1i11110t HMpt u,. .s.o\uaUofll or t1w 
,._ri ll., DiU ot !Nun r i{llt.a"' nllol o • Mtll c:llto• ot aabi­
U'>\11 Nd """CI"IIp>lo• 1"-lltieaN ....,.. amoiLIICid tn1 adM.it t.llll 
Jll•\lor. wau !'"d,•lJ-U.•dc!ltNetionor tl'ol riotoU tllt t 1111\.N­
.. n~ <~Kl.AN/l, Imeclll \ha ...,u.,.. TW'Otr~a <lid fOiJ. or/ U..M po­
UUOil Wid ,....a). Urcn W" mt~lq: ..,.., U>~ V\11 O'I' ... Uw'.,., 
U>rou.;l'loYt '-"• a&rUI, or tk crut "'"'luUon ot ~ l1ba'tJ or 
01!\id'l o .... u.r~ 11;1.11 cl •<4"1>tl 11 th• ->U>..r ck..wr. 



n..U-otOIIJ'Ua, UM.11-d\ht_.1tl*id! 
.. IN-~. 11 \be U- fbJ"HHO IOpllll Iii~ <kl011t0 Mlt• 
"'••Unc ,_,pl .. ot U.o ••t.l'l by Ulo. eu;r..nh" l':>pN of 
tAh folt.«pw.!. I'O~nl ot barW.rt,., Uda p-opocGO n.l1:1m I.e 

''""'"'' thb . u,n to ~ .,u., "JI'III \~ pc~pl~c ~t tl>' 

<~~~~:·E:!~!2~k~l~~~~!:t~~E;'~L ; · 
Jtci.Qd. 

'N l •lfl!<:vbn..IJI1rcmron.·r hnt.llananelt .. y t 
ttiO.CJ'UIIOifudtoc""''l"" th'"CN'-l"PfW"""Ctl>_,_.,l1-
bll70f-.td.cl> U.O ._.,.rlc::n Mll otkitlrtth ''"" !llnd:an:.r:l 

~~:':., \.Ju-f:-::r!~~l!:,~: .. ~- cE:r:bii'·ts;:t:.~a "'.:u,~~ 
!Z ~ ~~..t:~~: ~~ .. ~~.:;, ~:~~"~ ~~":...t; '(. ,.w .. ..,. ~~ {, 

It u LJt at~P')..tlio:tl e~vlo= """"""·" ~ 11 til,... >t1o " 
t.""' tm..r 1""- lAo. ~ et u~~rt7 llrd 1~~ t1\. ~ t-· r,_ 
:= .. !i~ :;'.,: ~~~ ~:.;.:·lr~.e:'s~"~?.se!z!"'!_-
e .... t&lr ... , lb. d~t~l'"ti.ntt'L·n >t U>tt(o. . .,u lj,t:-'>·r~ton -r ..._..,_ ' 
1car•tow!n1t. ~~/'- ~ 
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