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PR!Sl:~Ia:f or A J?":X:U.L COLD ~ 
to '!'HI Pia.itovr 

n: Ca.:.:!:.XIit.i3l.OM or m., 6oth &IRJ5mo\Y 
A.'m Ill TmBtn'E ~ AIS USB 

OJ'~ ~CATlotl TV Til:. a.~ AD'I.k.:'I'AG! 
Ul Pl.A.C! Al.D IN wAR 

l"ebruary l2 1 1942 .... a t 4 .00 p.c. 

The rollowina Honorary l!eobert or t he Veu rana ~t irel .. a ep.ret or a 

Aaaoct• tton wre i nt roduced t o the Prta l ct.nt by t he HOD . J'o.cM~~I Lati1'8DCe 1 1)' 

(Ch&trma.n or t he Fedarel Cca::DJ.Dieo.Uo=.a CCIOI.1 .. 1on l : 

Ad::l.lral Lei gh l:O,..a 
~Jor Geaeral Dawaoa Olut .. d 
Coc=ander ! . ;.. , l'ebatu 
Ilia, D, Ternll 
George & • Balle:t 
l;e.,-llla !.;ille r 
l . B. ~etz.Jce 
1 . P . CAlt brie 

t:B:. J'l.Y: Cr . Pr .. 14ent , all t haae gentle»n be toro rou - - all or 

ua , I am happy t o say, are Honorcry l.'0111ber s or the Vet e re.ll8 J l releu Operat ors 

Ataoelat1on 1 c le.lalng t hia pleruur. or preso~:~ting t o you thh Gold J.Adal 

ot Honor on behalf or t he Vet n•n• :flrel .. a Operators aasocie.tlon. 

It La tendered in reeooz;Dl tioa or JOUr outat.andiD& cont ribution 

t o the a dnncecent or tbe rirel .. a an 1 b:t your use thereof i n peace and. i n 

ant... A.a Asaiatant Secretary or tbe !A\"f 1n the lest r a.r 1 JOU c ... u 

lmow t he 1mporta.nce or ca.s.LD.lcat1oc.a a t ... and on land . You tbeD worked 

111gbt 11J 1D the i nter .at Of wl relaaa COIIIIOll.DiC!ltiOnS. As Preaidant , &Ad U 

Co.~.ander-in-Chiet or all or our a rmed rorc:aa you ttue put wlreleaa t ..> the 

highest poas1ble uaea . 

I'• extend t o you peraonall:,• 1 r:.r. Pres l lient , our alncel"tt ..;.004 wllbea 

t or t he co.ll.ing dar::a , and •• exteDd t o )'0\1 as our Coamn .. ar .. tn-chiet our Uti-

q,ualltled pledc;e or ccapleu e.nd loyal coo»erat1oo. tn tba Yictor; ettort 

wbteb ltea a becd . 



"PnnUin tl. Roo .. Telt Li brarY 

.,.h l• • tran•c1'lpt .ada by the nu• &oo•• ett.noP"ar:;~~:r f:-c• ht.. abor\hand 
not .. \a)., a\ \be tl"U the •J*"'Cll ... 
M4e. Un4e1"hmn« tn4tcatee so~ 
.. \upci?L"U!<'Ue)J at\!e1 lO •::_~ r"l'tottely 
fiUPirM 1"Nf n.~;, c~r. ~t. ~r- · " !n 
parlll"'tlteaH e.~• •· rl,. t'--"1•. •-:-• o•t \t e4 
wbl'n the •pMdi-a. 4t~A!vnt.cl, t.boa&b 
Ul.ey &rJo'&r in tha prn1~1'y prttpar96-
r eacltna: oopy t ex.t. 
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In w1 tnoaa wter.ot .. aow ol..d• c.bh gNat boraor or pNMr:.Ucs 

tb.le ~peclal Gol d L.e..al ot Honor or tbe VetoNua •1rel••• "'}14rtt.tora .... aoc1a· 

Uoc. 

1"K! P.:(E-jtn=.:r : 'l'hu t 1a partecUy the . 

J.:R . n Y: Tbh, eir , 11 noithn t.ln uor rubber - - (lauiOhter ) but 

i t 1a p.1l"e gold . (bancHn~ 1t t o c. he Pruldent) 

THZ PR!SIDZ.:ft' : It ceo aUll be o.cnu1N4 e.t i'ort KDox. 

A !!.;!:Bl:t: O..OOJc on \.be other lido , at r , ;.laue. 

'IH.:. P3:C;;l~:!:~ : 'rnot la awtull.7 ni ce . 

A ~~"!:: on tho renrH - - \but 18 rl~t , 

'1HZ.: ~rm:r.: Yva . 1 a:a a-.1'\.lll:t sled to tlan t bl.t . 

~. FLY: 1 tblnk DOtb1na nu nor been Fresentc4 \0 you with a 

fire& tor t ooltnc ot s1neor1 ty. 

THE PHE...IDF:n': a•e botol .. you were born , ot cour"• · (le.l.lgbhr) 

But -..e ol d J)eopl o rent through certain thin ~8 in the old caaya . Cou ro=er:ber 

tbe dey at Bar &rbor , when I atartf!4 tho rtrat rece1Y1~ ato.Uon with one 

(JUo .. andro} Fabbri? 

A 1.~ U na tbe tlrat one . 

'1':,:...:. p-n.;.JIX1I' : 'n:.ot ' a r1 "'h t, i t ••· 

or course , one or tho tu..nnl .. t th11l1:'11 WIU all Ort"BDf:"d tn the I:a"f 

OerarttiiiiHlt • u- . Daniele wu.a owu.y 1 on4 Proa l dent .11hon was ccains bac~~: home 

on the Ceorge .. aah1ngt.on . And 1t was ell arrsn-ed t he.t t.e -..ere t o hue t he 

t1 r :.t ahtp..to~s:.or-. ulafohona co:.Y•rMtion . And t.e ..e1te4 on board the 

Geor~ .-oehlngton, a bout 500 :oJ.ha out ~~ -..ent there to .t.an this con·nratton. 

I.A4 \t-.e:r d14 DOt pt the COUMCt\Oil YerJ C'U1CJ:l1 1 aDd 1 h .. rd a YOica t hat 
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.ounded a Ut.tla like hla , but lt did DOt go t~ clMr. '.nd then be •• 

YII"J' iaJ~DUent. . ~ • 14, "1 c-.:s•t .. u.. I ean• t n.lt. , " a:~oo. wer.t. ••1• 
3o I talked to t~obO.Yer' hi a .. tile we, iutead or to . n eon blao­

aalt , but r.a canr told arybody . ..e Jl't'e oat tbe preu reh •• non aorni ng 

t ho.t I bad talked to the Pr .. taent SOO Jdlea oNshore . 

A L:i:!'JB.Zil: : ia have that in our Year Book. 

A :.:::.:B2!R: Yea, actually . 

~ P!r!SIIE:n": 1 "lk.t to his nida , bee:suae he wo\Lldo ' t a l t. tha n 

lOCi aDOUgn to get 0 CODDeC\lOD, 

I wiab aaebo<iy t<Ould write up L.l these tbloga . You co• a lot 

about ..bat \Ant on . 

Tnere caaa up attar the AU r •• over . the C'UaaUon or •Alit the 

.:ayY waa r.o t ns to do wlt.b all t heaa nsdto etattons ~• bBd tak:u onr . ....&4 , 

inotdentally , r.e had title to t boa -- ;Jc;x..e or t hea Fr .. nch and aom. Gur...on , 

etcetera . •.nd down ccces ():<.en D. Young aDI.I l:JUU a proiooOMLl tor ac •..:~art can 

~rooni C0111.pany . And •• made a Httla 1ncu1ry i nto "!:a t tbia CCICpc.ey woe , 

and we round that about ~->.• or 1't .... -oin to ~ oc.ed by t he Brl Ueb :.ar­

conic~. 

L:R. l'""-Y: iUDbt. '!e~ . 

~ .... r.~rm:~: .kl.d f\lr\tl.er..aor'e! , that t-e:r •re ~i ne; t o dh14e 

up tbe w:·rld , end 't;>ey 'IIi ore goi:::~v to let ua haTe, Tert f"enerouely , a ~l,.. 

i t.tor-.at in I:orth , Central an4 .lOuth .F..Ierlca . But tl.ot 1111s ubout e ll. 

(leu ·.tt.er) And we turned t.l.at dowu. ... told the t hey had to htlTe an Anoni· 

can c~peny wlib ~rican caplteJ , all4 t hen ITILtuall.y t t.e R. C. ;. , \lOUt worited 

out . aJt 1 t ... as becauM w ere rr~;~Hy carefUl ln tnose da,ye • 

.:.:R. l'LY: SUll bne that .... ~rs:o•• , ;..r , Pn-e14en1. . Ae JOU 

know, .. are DOW trying to ~t dlnc t c~tcaUons to tbe Brithb ~.1r. . 
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~£! ,~!!):!:~: Thl\ 1 1 rt.c;b\ . 

~- n.Y: tTn~r '- ·• orJt.nhaUoo nov enrythi.A coea thl'0\1~ 

LoD4on , c Lusin t ranaaiaaion delQa ln .;;~J4ner , Calr , aDd ao ronb . ... a~ 

aadn" aC~CM r ro3r'e••· but " De¥ oee4 bdr. 

nu: PN:SIDEi.T: Yea . o.n4 t hen or course , one or cbo other fW\DY 

eplaod .. oYer tber. , durins the .. ar , I u.w -oing up tha t sroo t bls - · what 

Wlll it? -- elebt- tower atat1oo nM.r Bor4eau.J: -- wb.D.t wna the namo or the 

place? 

A~= Tbe LetaJOlote at.atlot.? 

TSi ~Itt':'":': ':1M ~ar.,.atte station. .:..t the end or tba ,o.r, 1 

wa bac...: t here de::ob1ll%l.Qfl: . I apent lllx weeks in Parle trylc' \ ~ •ll U. 

to t.be French. 1 sald , " I\. coat ua 4 aUHon dollars . I will le t. you baTe 

U. ror t hree ." ::o , they didrL't -,;ant lt a t all. .rust didn't w6!lt to bu·e 

it. I eo.14 , "All rlrjlt . I will let you .uve it tor two. " ",·o, W~l' t \,nnt 

U. at. all. " 

.::00 then I cooked. UJ a \el•~ be.c!: t o .. aa:.Jn :-ton to ~hla, and 

eald , "....end a sblp o• er !.ere to ta.- a 1t bca. . 1 v.Ul dls::::..o.tle the whole 

woru . • .-.nd I sa:~t a con or it t o :ardle.a . -o.nd be sate. , "You c..n ' t IJO 

t .• et . • I aaicl , •;e ar. :oln to dolt • • will"'~ about 2 WveC:a t o MOd 

U. bc:.e . • AG.d rtt:allr ae cue acroN aD4 be agreed to btlJ U tor o~• a.U­

Uon 4ollara. That =• soc~b.lns. t at.ld , "!:01r I will c.o 1t on CO-d1Uon 

th.ll.t thia is a .stro.lgb.t d.aal behwn your depart::ent and. tbe r:a..-y U.pan.aent, 

an4 we •..r.i.ll get pllid right a . .ey . Tb1a 1e not t o ':;o 1nto tba pnerol repero. ­

Uona atutr ." .rillcl he asreed , and ai&ned t be t bing on t be.t basta . ... wore 

to sat po.U . 

I bad no sooner gott•n ba.e ln !..area, 1919 , ancl tbe eo.tW Ierdhu 

turnod right around ln Ylolatlon o r the ar:reea;ent and put i t lnto t ba o~n 
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pot. ADd or coun. we Dner cot oce rre.c.c out or ct-.e c~a pot ror u. 
purcbaM ot tbe to..iD.&IJ. Tbat. h ODe Of the tt.1a...,;s H had t O t'ece 1D tbOM 

4aya. 

~. PLY: Still they MN roleU.,.ly alraor , don' t t. tay, nowt 

1HE PR:!:31~~: Y .. , t.hlllt ' t r1£bt . 

:..:R. FI.'!: l :r . PNdde tlt , thank you ao much . 

i.:a!SZRS: Tht.nk you eYer to much . 

(Not give n to Preas) 



4 /,o"'-.~ .,1. f.-.JV 
Prountat~! a Spoo1el OoJ4 )ledal,\ '!'.n Co!alleaorat1on 
ot the~ •t• .. Btrtbd.aJ.,:tJitribute t o hie ~ 
uae ot w1releee o~unioat1on to the greateet adTan­
te,ae i n peaoe and in war. 

Pobruo.ry 1 2 , l9lt2 -- at J,,OO p.a.qj\ 1[ : :- :ns Fl tE 

The tollowlng Honorary Member• ot the Veterane W1releae 
Operatore Aaaooiatlcn were 1ntroduoed t o the President by the Hon. 
James I.awrenoe Fly (Cha irman ot the J'edere.l commun1oet1one CoD&da­
e1on) : 

Aclm1rel Leigh Noyoo 
}!ejor General Danon Olaatead 
Colii!UlD.der E. w. t'iebeter 
YIJI. o. Terrell 
George w. Balle)' 
NeYille IIU.ler 
J:. H. Rletzke 
F. P. Guthrie 

t!R. FLY: Kr. Prealdent, all thes e gentlem.en before you - ­
all ot ua, I e.m. happy to aay, are Honorary Wembera ot the Veteran• 
W1releae O,peratora Aaaoolatlon, olatmins tbla pleasure ot preaentlng 
to you thh Gold Meds.l of rtonor on behalt ot the Vetere.na Wlreleaa 
Operator• Alaooiati on. 

I t is tendered i n recognition ot your outstanding contribu­
t i on to the e.dTancament ot the wirelee• e.rt, by your use tber•or in 
pee.o• and in wartime. Aa A.eaiate.nt Secretary ot the Na-.y in the laat 
war , you oame to know the iaportanoe ot oom::nunloationa e.t • •• end on 
land. You then worked mightily in the intereat or wirelell ooa:nun1-
oat1one. Aa President, and aa Coau.nder-in- Chiet ot all ot our armed 
toroee you baTe put wireless to the higbeat possible uaea. 

W• extend t o you p•ona.ll 7, Kr. Preeident , our ailloere good 
wiah•a t or the coming d.e.)'a,and we extend to you aa our Co-.ander-1n­
Ch1et our u.nqua.l1.t i e4 pledge or complete a.nd l oyal cooper ation 1n th• 
"1otorr •ttort whioh liea ahead. 

In witness whereof we now olaim this great honor ot pr eaent-
1ng t hia Speo i al Gold Medal or Honor ot the Veterans Wireleea Oper a­
tore Aeaooiation . 

THE PRESIDENT : That 1a p•rt•otly tine. 

am. FLYt This , eJ.,r , i s neither ~D.AJOr rubber -· (l aughter) 
-- but 1t 1a pure gold. (~g-...:f.4i--e4 l~h..J) 

TKE PR:&SIDE:tfl' : It oan atill b• aoqutred at r ort Knox . 

). J.llWBER : LOok on the other aide , air, please. 

Tim PRltS:rDEm' : That 1• awrull7 nioe. 



f. MEMBER: on the reveree -- that is right. 

THI PRES'IDBm': Yea. I am awtu.lly glad to ha·re that. 

am. n.Y: I think notb1DB: haa •••r been preaented to you 
With a greater r eel in& ot e1noerit7. 

11m FR!SI~: It'a before you were born, ot course. 
(laughter) But we old people went t hrough certain thing a in the old 
daye. You remember the 4ay at J...,-. 1~ .J when I at&rtfd the fir1t 
roco1T1"6 otation with ono Ta~J~-4 c~;'J~~ 

), lol!li.!BER: Yoo. Absolutely. 

A ~.;;a: We are Yery a indtul ot that . 

A W!:'»ER: It was the tirs t one . 

THE PRBSIOEh"t': That' a right, it was . 

Ot oourae, one ot the funniest things was all arranged in the :::k g-:!:•::; c:;8~!=~~n:~0~•~4 ·~: ::a!f~n!r!!!:~~ ~:!t c:tna 
were to haTe the f'1ret ab1p-to- shore telephone conTersatlon. And he 
lilo'alted on board the George W.ebington, about 500 1111ea out -- a went 
there to baTe this OODTiraation. And ih8J did no t gat the oonneot!OO 
very qulokly, and I heard a •oleo t hat •ounded a little like hie 1 but 
1tdidnotg~ 

A.D4 then he wa.a TOr,]_ 1apst1ent. He aa1d, "1 oan't wait . I 
oan't walt , " ~4 want away. rso I tr.lked to whoeT•r hie Aide wee, in­
stead or t.o Wilaoo himaelt , but we neTer told a.n,ybo4)>. t ie gaTe out 
the preae reloaae nert a orn1ng that I bad talked to the President 500 mlles ottebore. 

"' HBl!B::!R: We have t het in our Year Book. 

A WE!!BJSR: Yee, actually. 

TH! PRESIDENT: I ta.lked to b le A1de1 beoauee he wouldn 1 t al t 
there laos enough to get a oonneotlon. 

I wiah somebody would write up ell these tblnga. You know a lot about what went on. 

There oame up attar the war waa OYer, the q_ueation or What 
the rlaTY waa going to do with all these radio atationa we had taken over. 
And , 1no1dentally, we bad title to them -- eo~• ot t hea r rencb and eoae 
GeMI!.an , etcetera. And down oocea OWen D. Yo una e.nd -.kea a proposal 
t or an AJtertoan W.arcont Ccapan.r. And we made a little lnquirr into 
wbat thie ooape.nr waa, and we round that about 50:' ot it was going to 
be owned by the Britlah Maroon! Company. 

MR . FLY: Right. Yea. 



T:!E PRESIIZNr: And turtber.ort , that they were gotna to 
d.1•14e up the worl d , a nd they were gains to let ua ba..-e, 't'ery &enu­
ouely , a 51~ inter eat i n North, central and SOuth Aaer ioa. But t hat 
waa about ell. ( l aU£)l t er ) And we turned tllat down. We told tb­
they bad to baTe an Aatr ioan o011pe..D.7 with AJD.erioan capital , and the n 
eTen t uell y the R. C. A. was worked out. But it was because we were 
pretty oaretul in those daya. 

MR . FLY : Still haTe that same purpose, ur. President . AI 
you know, we are now t rying to get direct oommunioetiona to the Br1t-
18h :!m.Pir e . 

THE PRESIDE!fl': That ' s right . ~ ,..-f""'· 
KR. FI.Y: Under the or sanize.tion now eTeryth•_/goea through 

London, oauaing transa1ea1on de laya 1n SJdney , Cairo ,~ We are 
aaktns: ao~~:.e progress) but we me.J nM4 help. 

'l'H! PR!SIO!lfT: Yea. And then ot course, one or tbe ot her 
funn1 episodes over there, during the .. ,.e.r, I saw goln& up tbat great 
big -- what. waa it.? - - eight- tower station near Bordeaux -- what waa 
the name or the place? 

A !!E!'BER: The tata,yette atet1on? 

THE Pru:SIDENT : The Late.yet.te stat ion. At the end ot the 
war , I waa baok ther e demobil i zing. I spent six weeka i n Pari a try­
ing to adl it to the Frenoh. I cai d , "It coat ua 4 million dollara . 
I will let you have it tor tl'lree." No, ttley didn ' t want it at &11 • 
.ruat didn ' t want to ha1'e it. I aaid , "All right . I wUl let you ha1'e 
it tor two." "No, don't want lt at &11 ." 

SO the n I cooked u p a telegraa baok to Waabing-eon t o Daniela, 
and aai4, "5end a shi p o1'er her e to take it boa::e. I will dia•ntle the 
wbole worka. " And I sent a copy ot it to Tardieu. And he a aid, "You 
can' t do that.• I said. "We are going to do it -- wi ll take about 2 
weeka to a end it home. " And tinallt he ou.e aoroaa and he ecreed to 
bUJ it tor one aUli on dolle..ra . That waa some thing. I aaid, • Now I 
will do i t on condition that tbia 11 a s t r aight deal bet ween your 
departaent and the Nal'Y Department, and we wi l l get paid rlgbt away. 
Tbia 1a not to go into the ge neral r eparation a stutt. " And he aareed, 
and aigned t he th i ng on that ba d a . we were to get paid. 

I had no sooner gotten home in Mar ch, 1919 , e.nd t he eame 
Tardieu turned r ight around i n Tiol at1on ot t he agreement and put it 
into the OOI:DlOn po t. A.Dd ot OOUJi.ll we neTer got one trano out ot the 
com~~on pot tor the purohaae ot t he thlnga. That 1e one ot t he th i nge 
we had to taoe i n those da,ya . 

m. FLY: Still they aeea r elat1Tely miDor, don't the y , now? 

THE PRESIDENT: Tea , that ' s r ight. 

r.a . FLY : Wr . Pre•ldent , tha nk you ao much. 

~ERS : Thank you e• er •o a uoh. 
-;>f-' 
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