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BY 'iH! PS:!J.liE:.'"f' TO U~-.:1' :.;m.;...;, H . O' a.A..'l:l, 

J :;: '!'H! Pru:SIDr:'T' .S OTYICI, A?Rn. 21 , 1942. J:t 
U . OO A.' . ,a: .... . T. 

mon le. . rhe fir$~ 1ls ~ o co~nt.~ulate a new Lieutenant Coaender Eclwr4 

H. O' HnNt . It you wil l notice ht.a aleaon, he 1a only a l'l.•nior r.leuunant. 

"le ba an't had t 1::e yet t o poet t he 'ttxinea ' t tat 0-o with the l'{,lnlc or 

Lieutenant Coalrlan..:er. 

taTe aps-ro ... d. All 70u haYe to co 11 to t ear o rr t!le l.0111er halt aDU r.-

tum 1t t o t he Bl.irMu of !i~UipUon aod kMp tb41 t op oau. (lou;b:ur} 

J.nd then t tt. other h, 1 thi~, :DON lr:Rponan~ . (r.ad1Q&:): 

"Th• Prea14ent takes pleaaure in preoentin,.r the Congreae1onal ;..•481 of 

Honor to Ueutenant l!:dwel"d H. O'Ho.ro , u . S . taTy, for aenice• 01 aet 

torth i n ~he tollO"Ni ng CitaUoo: 

"For conaplcuoue ~lla.ntry and 1rnr.r1dity in aerial ccablt, 

at greTe r1U or hta liCe abo•• -.D4 t.e:rond tbl call ot .:utr, aa •cuor. 

bocbera . Uthout t.ealts.~ton , alone ud u..aided l:.e reJ>Mtedly at\.ac.::e4 

tbh enoq t'om'ltlo.a at olo:ae rtAts• in the tace or tueir 1t.tenae corabiued 

a.aon l ne -gun a nd cannon tire , and ueal'it• thie concentrat d OpJ..OalUon , he, 

A~&Kins the ~ost ot eTery aboc. ot hll U.a1te.1 LoOUnt of -.~ltion, at:o\ 

down S enaray bcabera aM HYerelr ~d c.he Dtb bet->re c.t.e:r rMQ4ed t~• 

boab rel•M pol.Dc. . 



haNltn D. llooae•elt :.ttrary 

Thu h a trM•trlpt a:~& l'J ttlfl l'btto 
Bouae eteMJttllpl::ol" t~ ht. fll!.ortl'lt!r.4 
not .. tUen at tho t r• tt:-. • h ••• 
-~•· ;h:;dtf'l1n1n~;: 1A4 eat,. • l"'la 
eztr.epc:rL"MCU. 1 a4 e t :r to1•1l7 

prepareO.re n& ''"'· ll"eln 
permtb .. u are • .,rcla t t • ,... oa tt.ed 
wh .. '"l the apee ·b wu dol l«-rotd 1 ttr."lb 
tbe)' avpearo in tbe pU'IlOU..lJ prepared 
f'ftftdlnr OlilP7 ten. 
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•.u a ~...Ut t1 .o.ia .-,ll&At a~:t.lon, OJM ot the aoat 4ar1D& it 

cot tbe .oat darin& lingle aeUOD 111 tba hist ory or eQII:t.t. &Yla~lo:a, ~ 

undoubtedly eaved bh Carrier trCII .. rtoua ~ ... " 

And w1 t.b that 1D one biiLCl, \ilea •• go ahead. ant 4o tbe Utt.h 

eereaony lt,self -- the Co~autonal ;..del or HOIIor . And tr lO-a . O' H.an 

ia ore alr:illed wi t h her nn.,.rs t bfto I am , abe will 4o 1t. 

Put tbla &NWl4 hie n.cc . You •1 n.ave t o undo t ba t. in or er t o 

.. t it l~d hh DICit . 

Now )'OU ~U.t 1t row:d bia DICit , &.D.d I wilt ah&i;e .:&n'l witb J-·U 

(C ' f.A.r.} . (lall,bht e r } 

(;;e ... aNala &Ld at1Ua ... ra \ake: or \his ce~:l,J , wttb lAJo.4-

paperun on t.and alto) 

':!.! P.-ti.jl!EI:T: ':"bne h the cue, and th.er. ts the buUo:l . Row JOU are 

outrttt·' d , {lau~bter) 

t think that'• nne . 

(Not given to Preae) 



Presentation or the :or.ueaalone.l kedal or Honor 

by the Prttaident to Llauten:snt -.;dward H. O' Hare, 

in the Fres1dent •a office . April 21, 1942 , a t 

\ 

ll.OO ' · '" · ,• . ···. ~. ~ 

'"'~:F. T"qll'~TD~N"" : ··tell , now will you ater rte;ht up here. Ye htwe two 

ceremonies. '!'he first h to con.aratulate a new Lieutenant Goa.mander 

;o1N8rd H. O' Hare . rr you Nlll notice hia sleeve, he 18 only a 

Junior Lieutenent . :-ie hoan't had time yet to r,et the • rixin~a' that 

~o with t.he ran.'c or lieut.enont Co:uutn 1er. 

This ! a an B!•rointr~;ent by the secret.er y or t.he r:cvy 

which I nave approved. All you h' ve to do is to tecr orr the lower 

holt and return it t.o the Bur eau o r •:avigatlon end keer· t.11e t.OJ 

hnlr . {laughter) 

And thon t.he other ts , r think, more 1mportont. 

(readlnvl: ''The nresident tekes pleoa•Jre in present.inv the -:onrreae­

hnol t'edal or Honor to Lleutenont. dwt~ rd H. o • ~ere , r , #"' , ~evy, ror 

aervicea a~ set rcrt.h in the rollodng r:ltat.ion: 

.. 'l1or con~rtcm•JI' p:ellantry end tnt repilti t.y in eerlal 

coahet , ftt ~reve risk or hie life Rbov" and beyon!i t. e ca.ll or 1uty , 

aa 1tect1on leader fmd J ilot of F1P'ht1n~ ":qun1ron ) , .men on Februar y 

20 , 1':142 , hevinr lost. tt\e ess1stonce or his tee:n- r.Ptes , ne int.erJ·Q8ed 

Ilia J'lene bet.o~een his shl~ t~nd 6n odvonol.nc eneny rormt~t.lon or 9 etto.ck­

ing tw1n-ene1ned henvy bombe1·e . :'ltthol.Ot hesit.otion, t~lone t.nd unaBed 

hu r eretAt.edly ettockttd tht~ enell\y f'ormttt.ion at. close ronP.e in the 

race or th.,ir i ntense combtned lll8Chine- cun Rnd cennon fire, and deaplt.e 

thh ccncentrat.ed op_ osition , he, b1 r.h J!ts!.lant. and coura~ec.us tact i on , 

hll axt.r•ely skillful r..er~amanahlr, Mkl~ the "10&t. or every ehot. 
~ c.r his limited Bl"X'tont or umuntt1on , ehc.,.. do\lln 5 enem,y bo:abera and 



ee•ttrely ieDlged the 6th bfttore they reached the bc.cb r el eete 

ro t nt . 

"f.a e result f.lf h i e ga lent action , one c..f t ne JDO!t aerln~ 

11' not thfl moat darlJll! single action in the .!s t ory or oo!llba t 

ovlatlon , he undoub tedly I!IO.VOd hh CHrr ter from ser ious dMitillfl . " 

jlnd with t ha t Ln one hand, tht!ITJ we go aheed and t\o the 

l it tle ceremony itself - - t he Congretaionel t.;edel or '!onor. /<nd 

~f !.:J • ',{'ll"B ls more skilled •.-tth he r fl nper s then T an , ehe Mill 

do it . 

:?ut thl.s eround t.la neci<. )c,u may htve to unoio th'lt in 

f)r rter to ~et t t arc.ll!"l':! hh neck . 

•:CJJ )'O'l JUt it round hta neck , ani Twill a!teke tlf'llnJe 

~lth you (C ' !!ere) . (le..tJehter) 

(i~ft01'S reels !•nd AL1l~ol8l'ft t olcen Of this Ol:lr8MOO)' , 

•i th ne NAz spermen (,f' hentl Mlso) 

,_,.. ~?:~T:)~'!"!' : T~ere 1a t•ltt QjiUiif'll , ant! th~re h the button . r:ow 

yo t .-J·e c utfl tted . {lauc:M.er) 

! think thl-t ' b fine: . 
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