


Preaid.ent•s Re:r.a.ric:a on the Occasion ot the Awa.rdlas 
ot the Firat Maritiae D1.8t1ngu1abed SerTice t..eda.l 

t o !d. win P. Cbener • Qu.arten:u.ater 
hecut.l"Ye Ottlcea ot tbe President 

October e, 1942 

( Emory Land. presented Wr. Cheney, Dr . Henry J'leld, 
et al, to the Fraa l<lent) 

THE PRE~lUt.:tT: Tbla 1a a really historic occasion, be

oauae it is the t1rst . 

(looking at the codal} It's all rigtlt. It' a 

an awf'Ully good.- lookina onej and it ' s ditterent. {t.b.en to ).(r. 

:::heney) There ' s the little t.bin6 that you wear all the tlme. 

You would.n 't want tb1s tlappins around you. 

( tb.e Preald.ent waa uneuccesatul in unlooldng 

the clasp or tho medal) They are all this way •• terrible. 

(laughter ) I stil l oa.n ' t get it undone . See it you can, Jerry, 

you are pretty good. . 

~ . LAND: IJy t1ngers are all thWDbs. 

THE PR!!SlD!NT: Didn' t you u.:se4 to be a constructor? 

(laughter} (the olaap was tinally unlocked) 

'IB3: PR.L31D::!IT: Tb•r• you are -- tine. All rlgbt, air, 

it you will lean over, 1 will put. tbla right up bar•. (to tbe 

photographers) Uow walt a mlnute until I pin it on. Come around 

ao tha t you will get it rull·taoe. 

you are . 

( tbe photographers tootc their picturea, 
which included Admiral Land) 

'Ill! PRESlD!llT: ,·:ait a minute -- walt a ainute. Th•r• 

a,ffi , Cm:tm'!: Thank you, air . 
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THE PR:!SlD~T: .Ul right . Better put 1l. back 1n the box. 

Tbat'a tine. 

1'/ell , this 1a really an historic oooalion. ADd 

there are going to be more ot these. It recognizes a tor:a ot 

valor which is just as eaaent1al aa valor on a tightina ebip. 

·,·te will get a great deal out or it . We are 'beginning to recog

nize that tact. It's a tine thing. 

I bad better read tbe Citation, in oa1e you 

baveo't all beard it: 

(reading): !'.d.wi.n 7. Cheney, Q:uartermaater. CITATION: 

'7or hero18111 aoOYe and beyond the cal.l or duty during 

enem,y attack when he released and launched a life-ratt from a 

a inking and burning ship, and maneu"Yred it through a pool ot 

t:Jurn1ng oil to clear water by owimmtng under water, oomlna up 

only to breathe . Although be had incurred severe burna about 

tbe race and arms in ttlia action, be then guided tour ot h11 

ahip~:.&tes to the ratt, a.nd SWut to and rescued two others wbo 

wore inJured and unable to belp t.bemselves. 

"His extraordinary courage e.Ad disregard or h11 c:wn aete

t.y 1n thus rescu1ng h1a ah1P~C&tes will be an endur1oo 1nap1rat.1on 

to seamen or the Un1 ted ;:State a Lorcbant. Marine everywhere. 

"For the Prea1dct, and !mory s . Land." 

I think that ' a tine , 

Now Cbeney, doesn ' t be get something in wr1t1og, besides 

that Citation. 

lo!R. LAND: Tbat'a aU, unleaa the Chairma.o ---
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TB! PlmSI.DBlfl': { 1.oterpoe1ng) Tbat'e all don• . 

VOICES: Hia copy la outl14e . 

'IHI PR%S1D!NT: .U long as he got.a a copy, t.bat 'a all 

right. 

Well, t hat' a tine. Congratulations. I think 

1t.'e a very nice thing, and I think that' s the best new medal 

I haTe seen yet . 

14R. CH!NEY: Thank you, air . 

m!: PRESIDDfT: l'ine . !fell , good to ha•e aeen you. 

Congrawlat.ions again. 

WR . LAND: Tbanka, ~. President. 

("'ot (t1v e n t o Pre ae) 



Pr e sident• s Reoarilu oo the Occas ion ot the l.wart.linl 
or the Pi.rst W..ritiae D1st1.ni\Ll~b.e4 .:>enice iladal 

to Edwin P . 0\eae:y - ~uartera.ester 
Execut1Ye Ottices ot Ut.e Pr e s i dent 

October 8, 1942 

(Esor y Land p r eaentad IA:r. Cheney , Dr. Henry Fh l cl , 
et ti l , t o tba Pr e aidant) 

1'B.E PRl;;SIDJoaiTJ 'n11 a i s a r a•l ly his t oric occasion, because i t 
11 the first. 

( l oo41nc at t.he ~•clal) I t 1 a ..t.ll r1Jht. l t 1s 
an • •tully .,ood.- l oo.dna one ; a.nU it ' s UJ.tCa re.nt . ( t hen to Mr. 
Cb.aney) Ther e ' s the lit tle th.inl that you wear all the t .1Qe . 
You wouldn 1 t want this Cl ap in& a roW\d you. 

(tha Pr e a i dent waa unauccesatul 1n unloc.una 
~e claap or the .caedul) they a r e a U this way -- t e r r i ble . 
(la\l&hte r) I still can ' t cat i t undone . ~e i t :you can, J err y , 
you a r e '-'r e tty sood . 

" ' · LANL1 .lily Cin&era a re a l l trnubs . 

TilE !>RE&I DEHT: D1dn1 t you used t o be a cons tructor/ (lauch.te r ) 

(the claa. was finall y unlocked) 

Ttl.£ ?REoi DM'r t 'l'here you are - - Cine . A.l l r l&ht, lf, it you 
will lean over, I will put thi~ r i &h t U; her e . (to the hoto
ar a;hors) Low wa1 t a alnute wltU I pin 1 t on . Colle around 
so tha t you wi ll 1et it tull-Cace. 

(tn• photocr a;)bt.:. rs too.~(; their pictures, 
•nl c h included ...... atral Land) 

IH.I PRE:JI DEtlT: ~ait • ai.nute -- walt • ::al.nute . there you are. 

~ • • CHl!.lH:."Y : Tha.ruc. you, slr. 

THE .. ft};o)I OEHT: .Ul r l sht . Better ,ut tt back in tho box. 'nl. t • a 
tine . 

11el l , thi s 1a~ r eally an n1a tor1c occasi on . And 
there a r e co in& to be a.or• ot UleJ• . 1 t recotni~es 11 tor2 o r 
v•lol· which 1.s ju.3t • • eaaentiLl •• • &lor on a C1~t.1n& ahip . .., 
wU l aet a cr"'a t deal out ot lt.. l\e are be&1n:-Jin4t to re~v~1 .. 1 
that .tac t . I t 1 s a f1r~• thln,. 

b.& "tao t t all hec~.rl H~ better r eao tbe C1 t.at1oo, 1n ease you 



(read.1.n.c): ldw1n P. Cheney, c;uarte~l ter . CITATI O!o l 

11 For heroisa abova and -o.yond. the call or du ty c:ur1n1 
ana~ attack when ha r aleaae<l and laWlched. a lita- rart tro:a a 
a 1nk1nl ani.! burn.1ni sh1,> , and aaneuvred 1 t throu&h • i~OOl or 

:r;i~ ~!!.~.~l·:r~~~~ ~~ :~~~~~~e~~;:~:r~~~~~~~ 
the race and ar.2s 1n th1a acti on, be tam sui cle c.i tour or hi• 

=~~~~j~!~ !!!~ ~:!a~! ::i: :~.::l~=:~ued t wo otharl who 

"His ax traor<linary cou.raaa and d1.:.rea&re1 ot his o .. n aara
ty 1n tbut r est:uinl hi a tbi~ tea wlll be an end urine 1nlv1ra
tion to teaBe.n or the United. llt.ates .larch.ant ar1.ne •••ry•hara . 

•For the Pre~1de.nt, a1~ Iaory s . Lund.• 

1 thin >( ~t' • tine. 

How C:'la.ney, ooa .. o 1 t ha ••t soaeth1n& 1n wr1t1n&, taa1dat 
that Citation • 

.J.R. I.Al'D: That ' s :~-11 , Wlleas tha Ch.t1r;un --

r:U:. PREbiDEl~T : (1ntorpou1na) That •• a l l uone. 

VOI C&d z JUs COr Y 1s outside. 

TJIE PRESIDUlt: A.s lone aa n• aet.a a co; y, U:l:.~.t • ~ all ri&ht . 

Well, that ' • tina . Congr atulations. I t111.nk 
it'" a "Yery nice th1L.i 1 &n'- 1 th..1D.K t.tut1 s the b~.t na ~o ~,e<lal 
I have .:Jean yat. 

~&H . cw.....oz Tn.ank 7ou, sir. 
nn: tHL..Ilil:lT: nne . Wall, cooo to ha•• seen you. Con ratula
tlona aca1n • 

.JN . lJJUH Tn.arucs , U . iJrtuo1c.ent . 



Presi dent ' s R60&rlu on the Occas i on ot the Award inc 
ot the Fi.rst ltarit.Lae Di ltin(Uilbed Service lll.ed.al 

to FAwl.n ., • Chene,. - Qwlrter;;saster 
Executi•e Ot t i cea ot the Pr esi dent 

Oeto~r 8 , 1942 

(Etaor y Land. pr es ent ed. Ur . Cheney, Dr. Henry Fi el d , 
et al , to the Preai dan t ) 

TH.E P~IDENT : This i a a real ly h i stori c occas i on, bacauaa it 
is the tirat. 

(lood.nc at the r:oaedal) It ' s all ri&ht. I t ' s 
an awfully cood- l ood..n& one; and i t ' s cUtterent. (th.en to Mr . 
Chena1) There ' s the l i t tle th.in& that you wear all the ti;ae . 
You wouldn ' t want tb.1a t l ap;1nc a..round. you. 

(the Preaidant waa unsuccasstul 1n UD.l.ocit1nc 
the c l a ap or the c:~edal) They a r e all this way -- terri bl e . 
( l aucht er) I still can ' t cat it undone . See it you can, J erry, 
you ara pr ett y cood • 

.&fl . LAH01 Yy t1ng e~r • are all thtDbs . 

Till! PRESI DEHTa Didn ' t you used to ba o. constr uctor/ (lau&hter ) 

(the el aap ••• ti.n.lly unlocked) 

TtlE PRE$1DEHT: ~ere you ar e -- tina . All right, ir, lt you 
will l ean over, I will put tbi~ r i c:tt u , here. (to tha photo
&r apher a) Jlow wait a ainuta wlti l I pin it on. Co:aa a r ound 
so that you will cat it !'ul.l-taca. 

(the pbotocr aplh.rS t.ct"'< their pictures, 
whi ch included ;..41ral Lanc1) 

nt! PRESI DElfT1 Wai t a ainute - - wa i t a :ainute . Thera you ara. 

Ill~ . Ci:l.ENE."i : Thank you, air. 

TllE PRESI D£NTa All r i &ht . Better put it back 1n the box . 'l'h t ' s 
t1no. 

Well, thi s i a really an histori c occasi on . And 
there a r e coin& to be eore or these . I t recogniLea a lora ot 
val or wh.ich i s ' ust •• ••••nt1al u.a. •&lor on a flgh.tinC ahi p. ne 
wi ll &at a c r eat deal out ot it . ?ito are be&in:•inl to recocoi .. e 
that tac t . It ' s a t ina thin& . 

ba• an ' tall hear! ft~ better reac. tile Citation, 1u cat.e you 



( r eadinc): .!dwin P. Cheney, Quarter.aster. CITAtiON • 

"For hero1sa above and beyona the cal~ or duty durinc 
•ne::ay attack when he released and laWlched a lit e - ratt tro:a a 
a i nk in& and burninc ah1p, and aaneuvred 1 t through a pool ol 

~~~~~ g~!. i~e ~1·:I ~~~:~ ~~ :r~~~~~e~e::~:r bu~~=1~~o~~ 
the t ace and a rms .1n thi a action, he tilen guided roar ot his 
::!!~j~!~ :~ ~~iea~~ ~=~: i~e:~:l~==~ued two otherl who 

"His extr aord1nary coura&e and d1s r eaara ot his o .. n sate
ty 1n thus reseu1n; his shipoates Will be r..n endur1n& 1nep1ra
t1on to ae&Aen ot the thl1te4 States .lerehant ..Urine e·nrywhere . 

"Por the Presi dent, and !aory s . Land . " 

I t.h1.ntt that ' s tine. 

No~r Cheney, doesn ' t he ,et ICXleth.inc 1n writin& , bealdes 
that Citation . 

.JR. LA.NOt That ' s all , unleas the CM1r;aan 

TH~ PRESI DENT: ( 1n t orpos 1na:) That ' • all aone . 

VOI C!bt Hi s co, y i s outsi de. 

THE PRESIDENT: As lonz: as aa &ets a co,y, :.h1.t1s &l l riaht . 

Well , that' 1 tine . Conc.racul.atioH:t . I think 
it ' s a • ery nice thill&, .J\Y. I thiruc that ' s the beat na• ..1edal 
I have seen yet. 

wt. Cw...NEY: '!bank. you, s ir. 

rHE t'RE.'JI OEll'l' s Fine . Well , &ooa to have seen you. Con ratula
t1ona • &•in • 

..tA. L.A.Nth Tha.nks, .ilr. Pre:Ji tant. 



lo!r. KAa .. a lllt,YI •ao•. Ve t:e•er 
« l•e out tr,.n•crtpt• of 'ht.1 1rr:lnd.. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 



/ 
President ' s Reaarka on the Occasion ot the A.wardinl 
ot the First Karl time Dlatl.n&uished Service .ill.edal 

to Edwin F . Cheney - Quar te r .:saster 
Execu ti'Ye Offi ces or the President 

Octob<lr a, 1942 

(EZiory Land pr e s ent ed U.r. Cheney, Dr. Henry Fi eld, 
e t a l , to the Pr esi dent ) 

tHE PRESIDENT: Tb.i s 1 1 a r eally histor ic occasi on, because it 
i s the !irs t . 

(l ooki rll a t the .Gleda.l) It ' s all ri&ht . It ' s 
an awful l y good-looklnc one; and it' s ditter ent. (tllen to Mr. 
Cheney) ntere ' .s the little thing that you wear all the tJ.ae. 
You wouldn 't want this tlap)l1nc around you . 

(the Pr esident was unsuccess!'Ul. 1n unlocil:lnl 
the clasp ot the medal) tbey are all this way -- terribl e . 
(lau.gbter ) I still can' t get it undo.o.e . See it you can, Jer ry, 
you a r e pr etty good . 

~lR . LAND: My finger s ar e all t.hUJDbs . 

THE PRESI DENT: D1dn' t you used to be a constr ..1ctor? (laushter) 

(the clasp was finall y Wllocked) 

THE PRES! OEJIT: 'D:ler e you are -- rine. All risht, s1i, it you 
will lean over, I will put tbh r i cht Ui' here. (to the photo
&rl:l.phers) Now walt a cai.nut e Wltll I pin it on. Come around 
to that you will set it tull-tace. 

(the photoarapht rs took. their pictures, 
which included Adairal Land) 

THE PRESIDENT: 'l'ait a lai.nute -- wait w. m.1.nute . There you are . 

14.R . CKENE1: Thank you, sir. 

TilE PRESIDENT: lll right. Better put it back 1n the box. Tha t ' s 
!1ne . 

Well, this is really an histor ic occasion. And 
the re are goJ.ng to be aore ot these. I t recognizes a ror<~ ot 
valor which is ju.st as tllential as valor on a !1ghtinc shi p. We 
will 1•t a crea t deal out or 1 t. 7:e nre beg1nn1n& to recocnia.e 
that tact. It1 s a tine thin&. 

ha•en ' t all heard l_lf~ bett.,r read the Citation, 1n case you 



(r .. dina): td .. 1n P. Cheney, c;u.arter aut.er . CI!ATlO!h 

•For herots• above and beyond the call or auty aurin& 
ene~ attack when he r e leased and lJt.unched a life-raft tr011 a 
slnklnl ami bu.rn1n& ab1p, a.nd une~.aned. 1t throU&}l a pool or 

:1~1~ ~;!.~~.~le:r~~~~ ~~ :~~~~r~:·~.:::!'"tu~:~~~~ 
the r ace and ar.sa 1n this acti on , he then &u..ided tour or bla 
!!!~;aat!j!r: ~: ~~{e a~ ~:i; ~~"!l~==~u.d two other. who 

•Ria e~:traordlnary cou.ra1• and dll r e&ard or hia o.,:n aare
tJ' 1n thus r .. cu.ina b.is sb1patel •W ~ an endw-lnc 1navlra
t1on to .. &MD Of the United Sta.t.ea .olercb.ant J.arlne e'f'eryahere . 

•ror the Pruldent, &DG ~ry 8 . Lc.nd.• 

I \.hln.( that' • tine . 

Now Cheney , Ooe:m ' t he (let aomethin&: in Wl'itin&, bel idea 
that C1t&t1on. 

lR . LAND: That's o.ll , \lJlless the Ch..irsan --

nn:. PRE.SI DDi'f t (1nterpoS1n&) that'• al1 acme . 

VOICE.;: Hla co,.y 11 outSide. 

THE PRESILDT: AI lon& as he cets e co}y, thllt ' a a.ll rl&ht. 

'l'elt, tbat ' • fine . Cont;r atulatl ooa. I think 
1t1 .l a ·ury nice t.hlni , an<o I thl.n.ll that ' • the best ne• medAl 
I have seen yet . 

..at. CUI::l£Y: Thank you , a ir. 

tHE i'RE..iiiJl..lt: Fine. t~ell , ioo<l to have seen you. Con ratula
t1ons aaa1n • 

.:lR . lJJfD: r4&Jlks , U . k'-realc.ent . 
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