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SPEECH OF 'l'HE PRESIDEll'r 

DEDICATION OF THE JEFnRSOK UE!JORIAL 

APRIL 1.) , 194) 

Today in t he midst or a g rea t w .. r for freedom, we 

dec.ica te a shrine t o freedo~. 

To Thocas Jeffer::.on, Apostle of Freedom, we are 

paying a debt l ong o verdue • 

Yet, there a re reasons for gratitude that this 

occasion ralls within our t1.::1e; for our aenera tion of 

Americans c nn under stand cueh in Jai"ferson • s life which 

intervening genera tions could :to t see as well as r.e . 

He f c.e cd tho t a ct t h:.t :~en who will n ot tight f or 

liberty can lose it. I.e , t oo, ha ve faced tha t f act. 

He l ived 1n a r.orld i n which freedoc of conscience 

and rreedo2 or mind were battles still t o be fought through --

not principles already a ccepted or a ll men . \\'e , too, have 

lived in such a world . 
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He loved peace and loved liberty -- yet on more than 

one occasion he r.as forced t o choose between them. We , too, 

have been eo:tpelled to oali.e that choice. 

Gener a tions which underst>ind each other aerou the 

distunces of h15tory are the generations united by a eoomon 

experience and a com::~on cause . Jefferson, across one hundred 

and fifty years of ti~c, i s closer by I!IUCh to living r..en than 

138.1\1 or our l eader s of the years bet'fieen . Hi s cause was a 

cause to which ue also a r e eoo:'.:lit t ed, not by our Yiords alone 

but by our sacrit'ice . 

For fttitl uW. ide.-.ls impl~' rcnun1eat1ons . Spiritual 

advancecent throuahout all our history h.cs c;;lled for ter..poro.l 

£acr1fices. 

The Decleration of IndependencEl t.r.d the very purposes 

of the Revolution itself, y·htle see.dnr freedoms, called tor 

the abandonctent or priviles:es . 



• 
:..J 

• 

Jefferson tiU no drearroer - - for half a century he led 

his State a nd his lh:.tion 1n tact end 1n deed . I like to think 

that t h i s was so becnuse he t hought 1n teres of t he ::wr roY. as 

aell ns the day - - and this was why he was hated or fePre~ by 

t hou foho thought in t err:.s of the day and the yuterday . 

\':e Judge hio by t he application of his philosophy to 

t he circUClstances of his lifetime . But in such applyinG ne 

come t o under ot and thnt his l i fe t18l f:"iven for t hose deeper 

vt~.lues Yhtch per Ust t hr oughout all tice. 

Leader in the philosophy of r;overr~-.ent , in education, 

1r. t he a rts , 1r. efforts t o lighten the t oil of mankind - -

exponent or pl annints for t he future , he led the s t eps or 

kerica into the JHtth of the per-....£nent 1ntebr1ty or the 

Re;:.ubllc. 

Thomas Je fferson belteve<i. , as we believe , 1n Lfan , 

He believed , as we believe, t hht men nr e capable of their 

o'ftn government, and t ha t no king , no tyrant, no dicta t or 

can govern f or t hee a.s ' t i sely as t he:· can covern for thecaelvee . 
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He believed, as ,.. believe, 1n certain inalienable 

r lshta. He, as we , saw those principles a nd freedotls 

challenged. He fought f or them, u ..-e fight f or t hem. 

He pr oved that the aeenlns: eclipse of liberty can 

well beco::~.e the dawn of oore liberty. Those ,;bo Ci(ht the 

tyrAnny of our oY.n time "111 coce to lenrn thl>t ole! leuon . 

Among all t he peoples of the ellrth, the cruelties and 

oppr essions of its woult!-b~ usters hn.ve t a\14;ht thi s 

gener ation what its liberties can tteun . Thi s lesson, so 

bitterly lenrned, will never be forgotten t~hile t his 

fer.ert.tlon l i ves. 

The rorcls wt-..ich we have chosen tor this !o!.e1:10rial 

speak Jefferson 's noblest 1-nd nest urgent nean1ng ;: a nd 

.,. nr e pr oud indeed t o u.nder&Wnd and share 1 t: 

" ! have sworn upon the altar of God , eternt.l 

hostility agcinst every fora of tyranny over the tllnd of 

.... _...... .. __ 
P\,j ... .... J~ ~~'/ 



Y8lll.bera or the Tboua Jerraraon »emorlal Commlnlon, 

t.adlea and Gentle:men: 

Today , in the mldat or a er••~ war tor rreadOIII, we 

dedicate a ahrlne to freedom, 

To Thome.e Jerreraon, Apostle or Freedom, we are paying 

a debt long o•erdue . 

Yet, there are reaaona tor gra.tltude that tbla ocoaa· 

ion talla within our time; tor our generation or Allericena can 

underata.nd much in J afteraon•a life which inter•enlng genera-

tlolla could 11ct • •• aa wall a a we. 

He raced the raot that ••11 wbo will 11ot fight t or 

liberty can loae it. we , too, he.•• raced tha t t act. 

He ll'led i11 a world in which freedom or conaoianca and 

freedom of mind were battlea atlll to be fought through -- not 

principles already accepted or (all) men. we, too, hne ll'led. 

in auch a world. 

He lo•ed peace and loYed. liberty - - yet on •ore tben 

one occasion be wee tarced to cbooae between thee. We, too, 

baYe bean oc:apellad. to malr:e that choice. 



Trllnl:ltn 0. Roo-a•alt l.lb.rar,-

'Thl • u a tranaer1pt •4• t)" tba fhtte 
l!ou11 nonopas:hor fr-c:. hu •L :-lhnl'l4 
not11 taltenat tha t'lill the apo;•·•hwaa 
.ada. trn4erltnlnt; ln4tco.tu word. 
uta11p<;ra..,eoual1 a44e4 to thf' rraviOUilJ 
JII"IJ)Ilre1 rea41n& C-PJ tut. t·rt!.a In 
pt.riN\tbne• aNI •o1'4u ~hilt aero o-itte4 
•h'"n tba epaaeb ••• 4ol1Yar.d, tb~ 
0117 appear In tba pn•lou.lr prepara4 
raadlrt~ eep1 tau. 
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Qeneratlone which underetand each othor aor oaa the 

dietanou or hietory are the generations united by a 00111110n ex-

per 1enoe and a o~on ceuaa. letteraon, acrose.! (one) hundred 

and tltty years or tl•, 1s cloaer by much to 11Y1ng •n than 

meny ot out l eader• o r the year a between. Ria oauaa wee a oauae 

to which we alao are committed, not. by our wordl elone but by 

our aaorttice. 

For tdtb end ideals iltply r enunolatlona . Spirit ual 

e.d•anoement ttlroughout all our hlatory he.a called tor taapcral 

aaorlticaa. 

Tbe Declaration or Independence and the • ary purpoaea 

or the ~ Rnolution 1taelt , while seeki ng f r eedoms, 

called ror the abandon~~ent or prhlhg ... 

.rerraraon wae no dreamer -- tor halt a century he led 

hla St ate and h1a Nation ln tact and l n deed, I lllce to think 

the.t t hla waa so beoauae be t hought in ter.a or the aorrow aa 

well aa the dar -- and. tbla waa why he waa hated or teared by 

t hose Who thought in ter&a or the day and the yeaterd&7. 

We Judge him by t he application or hie philosophy to 

the olrcUIIataneea or hla ltte(ti.lla). But i n auch epplyill& we 

come to uaderatand that bla ltre we.a ghan ror thoae deeper 

•alues that (which) peraiat throughout ell time. 

Leader i n the phlloaopb.y or go•er nment, ln education, 

in the a.rt.e, in e t t orte t o lighten the t oll ot unkind -- u 

!)ODent or planninga tor the tuture, be led the a tepa or Amer ica 

into the path or the permanent integrlt7 ot the Republic. 

Tbomaa Jetter aon belined, aa we belie•e, in Iotan. 
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He beUeTed, ae we belle••, that ••n are capabl e or their own 

go't'eriJIDent, end t ha t DO king, no tyrant , no dictator can goYarn 

t or t hea aa wel l (whely) aa they can so•ern tor theuahu. 

He belieTed, a a we bellaYe, i n certain lnallenabla 

r1ghta. He, aa we, aew thoaa prlncl plaa and freedoms challenged. 

He fought tor them, u we tight t or them. 

He proved that t he •••1118 eoUpae or liberty can wall 

becoae the dawn or more liberty. ThOae who right the tyraMy 

ot our own t.ime wi ll come to learn that old leuon. A=Qng all 

the peoplee or the earth, the orualtlee and. the oppraulone or 

i t a would- be mea t era hn·a t aught thh generation what U.a 

Ubertlea can mean. Thh leuon, ao bitterly learned , w1ll na·ur 

be torgottan while thh generati on le at.ill a live ( lhu). 

The words which we have ohoaen tor thill J.temorial apee.k 

Jerreraon'a noblest and moat urgent meaning; and we are proud 

Jndeed to unde.rste.nd..!!, end •hare it: 

"I hne sworn upon the eltar ot God, eternal hostil

ity egainat nerr tor.. or tyranny ~er tbe mind or man. " 

(applause) 
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APrilU,UU 

C:.I:ITI:/111 1l>l tollor1r4 ·~• 1>t t1w I'Ndd.nt, \.o be loro..tcau 
la e-oc\1011 wU.tl thl MdicaU011 or till ,_. ~wt!'w- :--1e1, 
ltuii\~Wton, D, <; ., 1!-"'!t W: !£»Ill 'D7WH:S vaUl .-.lUNd, 

lfOft• lid.- to ..t1Umo ot llll ,.....,.,. "'""""' 011 tile 
'""'"tot r.Dt u.:"-1:;~ F..u< u,o? o•cl...,k, r .x., l.'f.f., liMs.iq, 
~';;.!!to!:!,;tlo.,~.- "l••M al.M ... 1.l1oo 10 tatllo ..,.....,,.,. 

1'> ~ ~·ff .. ...,, ~t.l·"' "'""*"'· ...... ~l.Jo& 
·-\~-rd .... 

Tu, u.,. ,.,.. ,...,.._,. ror ,p'lltttr.~:~o \l'..a~ U.t. occruton 
till~ wi.UIIII our Uw; tor """ ,_.,.1011 o1 ,Yorle&w e.n Ulldw,.. 
oW~<~ ""ell t.. ~.u ........ ur. '11111ctl 111111..-lfll rw•r•UON c:oW.d 
""\-U-..11 .... . 

'tl fac.l l:l't• !'&et t!oo.t _,who -ttl no~ l'io;.M for lU..rty 
ean 1•• u . *• too, ._ ... f•~erl U..t t•~t. 

1W'l1¥#11n.•worl<11n-.t>lullfnlll60afllo-clenoealll 
t.-.x.a of at.m •or. b&tUn ruu 1.<.> 11<1 : ... cht t.hroY.;. - -not 
frinelpl<'r •l..,Wy •""•rtol o ~ ..w. D'tn. Jo;, ~;>n, t..vw U....t 1n 
-h••orld.. 

!II lO'I'Jd ~ an:1 lo...,. UbtrQ' - ~u on'""' Ulan -
occ:ut.., too ... Coro<.d to <:'- b41WJJI'I u... h, too, he"' 
btcn ~llool to ,..." U.t e1wo1e ... 

o.. . ..-att... 10Moll --~ 1&011 ot.IMr •:N~• tho dt.
t.M_.. of 111•t«"7 aro U.• ,;-.. .... u- 11nUM b7 • c- uiiJNirbnc:• 
-.~ ... - ....... Jerro ... .,, ac....., ..,...lllln:tt'ldat.drttt.7,_.... 
or t-, u cl""r ~oy_,;-, to Urtnc- tlllllll ..,,ot ov ~.,. 
utlh<,......•·~. llilc-.u-..ao ... lll.owll1d'l"'lll•lll'O 
••ttt..o~, not b)'....,.-""* •1.,... "•t b7 oor -..its.= e. 

-urt.oltb.&ld l:loooollillf>lyr.....,t>o:UU.... Sp\ritcel 
101:1--nt UU'Oilitlo.i\ all ....,. llktol")' bu ollll,od t01 """Por:>.l 
...,,.tno ... 

~ !l<>ebr"ti"" ot ~MMeo ... U\' 'ftiiY FW'POMI 
ot tnc,.A<.~tuuon 1Uoll!, >flUe 1oel.ln• r,..,l-., ulllld tor UIO 
lbMdcinar;nt orprhi.kcu•· 

~ .. rt<'lr•.,.,,....r.od .... -..r -- iorhalf•e""tul')' how 
Ill• SUW N'd lllll!"tlcn in l'ao:t Olnl in dood. llillo to Ur.lllk 
Ulat tllll •• 110 b.>WoUol~ h.: thw,:1lt In ta-• o1 tll:l ... ITOIO aiW!lll 
w U... ~ -- ani IIIli Wili wh;th" •u heWd or tured by t lloH """ 
thou.,.tlnt•,.!ICUlJday..-.!Ur.J,.._It..rdily. 

I,Jo>d4otwobrtho."P",.l1o.Uaflllll.llpltU-ptuoto \bl ::...rc:-::.,or ,!!·1~':"!:'";, ... !"~ .. ~·\::: :~~,.;-:..:":.!: oo(.(-
l) .... linU.~t•lll.!=. 



t.-Vr 11> til• FMl-~ ot co..--t, 111 ~ .. u.,.,, 
111 uw •r~, 111 otror~ to U,dlt.o thl t.oU ot _,,1m - nJ>onont 
ot pllnn1tloi:• tor tb.o ht.:N, M 1 ... thl '""""of Alllrlca 1.1tto UW 
l*th of thl po~•t 1n~;rit.)' « tho kp*ollo, 

1!._.Jtlft"OI'Ibllt1 ..... , 11Wibllil'1'110 lnllln, HI 
bo<lllaW't, ao•~b<>lloovw, t.lwltMn&Na.bltoftholrao.~co.,.rn
•"'t, .ndtN.t nalc1n,o:, r.a cyo-ant, nadll:"'t.arOMIOUmtarU.O• 
.. ~••tn.:rc.,4o..,rn!orU....Hhu. 

llllb..U<.Y111i,::.alfl)dlol.,., llllkll'~1n1111J.lon&olerl(bt.o. 

ltf,.,..,,_th,.tprln:trl ..... m~ohtllq.,., llf t.,..:cht 
forUr.-., .... t1i;ht!orthow.. 

r... wo .. J, "'*'l.ch • M"" ohM'" ror Ulll ....,..w tPR.,;,. 
J~ttor .... •o """l~n aM,..,.~, "1'4...,t --!.a~ I •ncl "4.,.. ~nu<:l 
tn:h•od to 11ndann .... 1 ond ......_ ltr 

"~« 
•tllll'l'll......u-nupor~tMIIJ.wrotllo1 , lt."T.,lha.'U1ty 

14'111\&t ~.,...,tom ot t.YnniiJ' 0\'GI' \1• •lm ol' oan.•o I~) 

) 

I 
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The Iloecbr•uon o r I I\Cepe rldenot •~ Ua ,,.,. I)UJ'POIII 

,.f 
or the Rtvolutton 1taolt , wh111 .. eu~ freelio.e, C111.Jl~ f or the 

Jtfhr..)II WIIII04N &Ml' •• 1 \ Vtl'iHCII.UII hl 

'M<hV~ 

tn;oudlt 1n terat or t!t~ •• .,.ll•t the 4ar t hat he ., .. 

•l)fll_Y M t p 11pok"n or wr itten word ot • orntur7 ,..,.s." hlolt •co 

rt. ph11o,ophlet 
tot-,, n~vtl tlu nne! clhc~v.,r- ot tOdl')'. l/pw~ 

on world ooni'1Uon~ . 

UIM!tU r,.. wl Cbout - • Ult other ftU' or 'Qie threat n-o. 

"tth1n -- ~:ur-wlY1rte 1nU!e •1 nole o t uQTvn U'.e Call€erot 

\ 

' 
I 



• -"",,.r.J,v 
ertetocnn 11114 -nare~ ..tlleh ..._d Jett1r11011 '1 pr .. ldtii01 

t l'<a tll• ••rlhr da71 or ~:No R .. oluuon lln4 U\41 ror.11thn o r \1::.1 

!., 
In 11 ver r ••rtti unee, U:tN w~• l l tth "'-nt ln Jet!erri'On'~ ~ ... .,. 

o~ UYll~t. "-114 p;;~ot.l 11o:rvtee and uou.rll)' tor tl.e :~10. had lltver 

t. ~~~ ~•; or d=• ~ ·>rl v•r• few. In our t;r•at o1H11 el£,'tt 

U•· 
bloct• w:~•.il<l. take r.tu t.:) open :rtdol.l; and 1¥' .1nrr end raeurt u 

ro~thllf1i;ht t.,roiiGhOuthllllte tor tt.·ntdllplr•al.t.~U 

w"tlch 11pply t.."r;,~out dl U ••· jltl4 11d1r 1:1 lld~o~Cetlon, l eader 



• 
ot rlOh and p:10r , to4votote4 and tme4uoatlt4, pllbbna and poatrl.ol ... a . 
1a -n adt and-re penutnant \Non ska ct~loa llalttd. to waalt.h 

I 

l 
I 
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6PEICII OF !BE PJ!Uo:ot 

IEDICJ.'rlOII' or ftl! JU1'£P.SOII !!!COIIUL 

.I.PIUL1J,l94) 

ltiUCh 1nter•tn1n& cenera t1ora could not"' •• well u 

lit heN tM tad t.h&t IMn wbo will not tl~t tor 

11~rf;J' ean lo.a. u. r e, too, ba'l't raced U..t t ac t. 

Be ll11'e4 1n a world 1n tohicb !Hed.011 or conaclenc:e 

and rr .... 41111 or ll1nd .,,... batt.le:'ff N rtf;;;;t';:;t 
pr1nc1pl:/~~pte4 or a ll .. n. A ••· too, hi~ ll•ed. 

A 

1n tuch a world, 

,, 
tM.n OMO oocadon ••• torcH to choo•• Mttottn t.M• • . 
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t e , t.oo, ht.Yt ~o ~~-,lltod \0 l511.lr.t that. ebo1tt. 

o.nere.Uon• 'll'h1eh tm4.r~ .. eh other acrou t.ht' 

acrou on. JNndred. and ntq yeah or u .. , 11 ctlo .. r 

ad.nnee"!eflt tllrolljj;hoUt all our h1tt oey hila c:ollt4 tor 

tA:aporalllc:r1t1eu. 

led. h1• 8U.U and his llat1on 1n hot and in 4H4. I 

Ukt to t.h.1nlt that thh wu to becau .. ht t.l\OJI,l£ht 1n 

·-· urat or the 1110rrow u well u t.ht day -- tioM th.la • • • 

LrrJ ..... 
11l\t M •••,. t~red. b7 thoat who thou&ht. in t.r• or 'the 
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h Judea b..la b7 the a:~pllc.c\1- or hh pt~Uoao~ to 

1~r.:-. 
Ula cl:cwu~e .. o f hi• l U'a t lM. JJ. auch a ppl.11nt •• 

coo. h und.autllnd. t hat hil ura ••• 1 1..-.n tor U\oaa 

J1 .. 1Ml' 'l'l.lU .. Yh.ic:hc~~hl'O\llboUt Ill tiM , 

1nLM~ arta, 1natrortat.ol1Jht.ent.ha to1lor 

~ - (f;.,,.,-~laJiniDca tor \be hi.~, bt led 

~, .. 4 .. ,,.r 
1-ba a~pa or AzMrie<~ 1:1to the path or tM" 1nU&r 1ty or 

t M 1Wpubl1c. 

thalr O'fn conrR:.'IItflt, and t hat no klnl, no tyrAnt , no 

41ctator o&D 'oYem tor t-hea •• wl"b' •• the7 can 

chl.llenaed . l'- toueht tor thea, •• "' tl(ht tor Ule:l. 

U. pro'l'ed thAt the aaetlln& acl1pta or l1Mrty ~:" ... ~~ 

becoat/ the4a.n.ot..ora l1bll't)',~•tlo 
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ta\l&ht thlt c•nerat lon wM.t itt liberti es ean Mtn. 

-r;:., 
'iiiloooot JAuoa , 10 b1tter l:J lMrntd , will ntYtr be rorcotun 

Wh11A ~· ceneraUon U•••· 

'!be word• which •• hive cholln tor th11 ~rhl 



orne.£ or ·. 
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T..:. ;. ~ 
'f fl n 1m .-..<.. . 

~ u. ~~ 

;;,~ ....... 



onrdue. 

A, ".acL, 

/ 
·"'-' 
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'le ha .... t •t. thh place todt.)" to 1*7 • debt lona 

or Tho.6• Jetfenon, but not. unt.11 thie t.wo hundredth &MiYera.aey 

Of hl• birth bu it been poaaibJ.e !Or the -Uerie&.D M.t.iOJI, " a 

net.lon, to &ive ita a.raUt.ude • flt.t.ill& !on: - to rai11 here, 

in Ul. Capitol o! t.hh Republic wiUch ow" his .. _,ry 10 a~ch, 1 

eon,...nt •"OrtbT or b.h U"C.tDII I and our obllpt.toa. 

It. 11 w\l'or t.unat.e, or courH, that. 10 aa~ y.ar• have 

pau ecl without. t.b.ll aat.ioaal Uld toi'M.l recognition or our debt.. 
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occaaton fal..ll 11it.h.in our t.t.. Our i•nerat.ion of J.Nrican• c.n 

could. not. h&Ta unde:rat.ood •• ftll •• ••· 

loaa 1 t.. ll'e too han faced t.hat tact.. 

world Ln which tnlldoa of con»eilnea "'""' tru<io• of alnd ... re 

b&tUee to btl fou&ht., not prLno1pl .. all Mn accepted. Ia t.oo han 

11Yed 1.11 .uch a world . 
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could hardl.y ban ww:leut.ood , bow -uoh, in tn.tt.h, tbia coun\.17 

o••• to Thou11 Jetteuon. "' know what t:.:t.t.lee he foll&ht. and 

acainat. what •~111•• and Yith what oO\U'q:e. we know • to' be ohoXs• 

fro. a.oa.c t.he 118.1\7 hoDOrl Of hil llte \.bne thin&e t.o be r-tJ.nd 

oo hh ~bat. MonUcelloc U.t. btl wu U. J.utbor of t..be DM!lara-

Statute o£ Virc1n1a for ~llaioue FH&do.; t.bat. be ••• the Father 

Uberty of cono:oienoe and lll>trt.7 or act.ton ha't'l cOM, in t.beae 

l.ut rn ,..are, to stand acili before all other t.hlft&• · 

f1!t.7 7e'&rll ot u .. , h oloaar by -uoh t.o lh1.DC .. n than aoet. 
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!Mrio..na o! t.be )'lUll between. Kll Ct.WII Will a ot.WII t.o which 

·~aka to 1.11 •• it. epoke to hh cont.eaporari u . 

He t:.U e•.cl, •• we believe, in .l&an . ~ bllleved, "' 

that. r:w kin&, no t.yrllllt., DO dictator, can i OHrn tor thea u 11h1ly 
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U.r. •n• .uoh •neat••· U. fOUiht. t hu •• we fi&ht. U••· 

U berty and ot.~re, t hat J et!eraon•e 11u aftiru.tin wlrl.le oura 11 

hu al.r .. d)' bMn .atablh~; that Jeffenon ll't'ed et. t.M ckwn, 

and • • at the ,.,.,nil~~, of W. cU)' of llbert.)' . 

end dipity and f'reedo- ot unkind h an enolent •t..ru&il• with a 

bht.of')' of -...n)' cbafli:ee - a hhtor,- aacb lo.neer t.haD tiM h1at.ory 

of an,. ace or nation. It. h • hht.ory ot 1fhtoh the prlnclp&l 
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tbe7 ••• what l1bert.7 11 worth .nd ce.n Meo•• · 

world n.d ..... r eeen. Wbib tNI war ot the I.Jae;rie&n Revol~tlon ••• 

atill 111 proere11, Jefferaoo dnl't.ecl for the people of Y1rl1n1• 

Those who flab t the t.)'I'II.MJ' of our own tl•• will re.ch 
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bam ed, rill nn.r t. !oreott.en whUe thh a eneraU on U vu. 

Had thil M.-or1al been erected a t. anot.blr t.U. 1 ot.ber 

pr1no1pll. 1D1oT1pt.1on . Tbe worda wbieb. •• bal'l cbo .. n for lobi• 

• I hue IWOM'l upon t.hl &lttlr o! Go4
1
et.erul bo1Ulit.7 

1p.inat. e•ny !Ol'll o r t)'l'kMl' OYI:r the llind of u n• . 
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