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ADDRESS OF TFI: PRESIDE::;r 

UliiTED l!A':'I<Y.1S COUFERr:!:CE Oll FOO:l A!;D AGRICULTURI: 

EAST ROOM 

THE i"IHIIE !IJUSE 

JUUE 7 , 1£".3. 

It glvu a:c great pleo.aure to welcome to the White 

Houae you liho bavo aervcd eo splendlcUy a t the epoch-lll&lr.ir.g United 

Hatlona Conference on Food and Agl'iculture . 

I use that word ~epooh-wt.king1 advlllecUr. 'l'he Conference 

could not have tailed to be a ignitlcnnt bec.::.uae lt waa the flre t 

Unlted ::atlone Conference, But it baa eucceed!!d even beyond oul' 

hopes; lt 1a truly epoch-::IO.klng because , ln reaching unanimity 

upon cocplex and d i fficult probleca , you hnve de;;:onatrated beyond 

question that tl:e l.inlted 1:at1ona really ~ united - - not only tor 

the pl'oeecutlon o:!' the Will' but tor the solution or the mtU".Y and 

dlftloult proble:na of peace . Thla Conte1·ence hae been a living 

de:::onetratlon of the cethode by v~ict. the converaatlone o t nations 

ot llke clnd oonte!::lplated by Article VII ot the J.:utual Aid Agro,.ment 

tJ can and wlll give practical ap!'lloatlon to the principles ot the 

Atlantic Charter, 
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You bavc been deal ina with agriculture , t he moat 

ballo ot all hw:a.n aotlvltlee, and with tood , t he n;oe t baalc of 

all human needs . Twice ae mo.ny people al'e er.lplo)·ed in work on 

toed and Af?'lCulture ao in work ln all otMr tlel<\s combined. And 

ill people Mve, ln the literal aenee ot the word , a !l!!l lntereet 

ln rood . 

':bat a child or adu!t eh~uld t;e t the noul·hroent 

necesaat'y t or tull hcaltl". 11 too l.r.l.portant a th.1ne;: to be lett t o 

met·e chance . 

You hAve reeogntz.ed thAt society c.uEt O.Ct"ept th1a 

roepone 1b111ty . As you stnted in :rour declaratlor., "The prl.mllry 

reaponelblll t !' llea wit~ eo.el': nation tor aee~ng ttAt lte own })eople 

hAve tt.e f ood. needed tor healt} ar.d llte; atepa to :~-111 end are tor 

natlonc.l dete~lnntlon . But enoh nn!l<m can :t\tlly achieve lta goal 

only 1f al l work together. • On bel"..nlf o~ the Un1 t ec1 Btntee, I 

accept this declaro.t1on . 

You have sor.e be:rond t't>.e cencral recogn1 tlon ot 

prlnc1plea to denl ln arec1f1o terc• v:.th apec1f1c taa,•l And proJects . 

\ 
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You have examined the neede or all countrlea t or tood 

and other agrlculturo.l produota , both as tl.ey will e;xlat ln the 

ahort-1•un period ot rocovol'Y from t he devastation ot war , and aa 

t hey w111 ex let over the longer run , w'"'.en our etfol'tt oan be full~ 

devoted to expand i ng the production of f ood ao that lt vlll be 

adequate tor healt!1 the world ovel'. 

You hnvo aurvo~·ed with cow·.a,~ and v:th realllm the 

magni tude o!' these probleC~.a and ho.ve reached une.nle~oue aereettent 

V that they en~ , and must _ .. and ill,! -- be solved. , 

u 

It 1& true that. no nntlon has ever hAd ttnous:h food 

to teed all ot its 94!ople •fl we nO\'w know hwr..o.n belnga a!loule be 

te(1; . But neither have natlone rerrcaentlng o\·er eighty perce:-:t 

ot tt.e world ' s ho billion 1nhD.1.1tnnte ever before r~er. Jolr.ed 

to(jether to a ohlevc such an aim . ::ever betore r.ave they eet out 

to ber.d t heir unlted ef:forte to tl:.tt development ot the world' 1 

renourcea eo tl:.at all men ol.Sht aeek to attaln food tl.oy need. 
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?or the ehol"'t run , you have pointed out etepe whlch 

have to be taken botl':. ln lncreaelns: Bupplle s and ln u i nta • nlng 

economy of use and coordination ot d1etr1butlon . 

I n conslderlns our long range probleas , you have 

r:urveyed our knovledge of the !Mdequacy ln the q1.1an tl ty and 

quality of the diet of people• ln all l ands . You baYe pooled our 

kr:owledt;e of the .::1an .. a or e>pantllr.g our output , ot lncreaelng our 

llfil'lcultural eft• clency, and of adJuetl ng agrlcu: tural production 

V to conau.optlon needs . In tLfl fields of botL production o.nd oon­

IU!:1;tlon you ·.uwe recognlud the need for t!'".e bE.tter ut111zat1on 

ot tLe kr.o~ledi,-e \IC r.ow l-.nvc ane. tot· extending still further the 

boundAries of our k.."'lowledl::t- t!I.I'Ou&:-t ed'.lca«:lon e.ne. :research. 

u 

You l.ave called upon your goverr.t:.cnta 1nd1v1dually 

and collectlvely to enlarr,;e ar,d 1r.": •. rove the!r actlv!.t1eo l n tl.eae 

t1eldo . 

For the pertectlon and rapid e:xecut l on ot theu 

plana , yc..u ~.ve recoe1:1or~ded the crea<;lon ot a pe:r:llanent Uulted 

r:a<;1one organl:.a:lon . ':'o tacllltate and haeten the crent1cn ot 
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that ore;an!.~atlon, and to car-!7 on the ~ork you blve besun until 

ltn creati on , you have eata'blhhed an Interlt:. Coo'1118110n . The 

Governcent of the United Statee 1a honored that you havo asked 

t hat the : ntcrlc Com:n1u1on have ita •eat i n ~in eM_r,t;; ton , and will 

be gla..:. to to.ke t!:.e pr ell.r:l l nnry action for the eetatlhh::ent of 

that co:=!ellor. w!1.1cl: you have entru~;~ted to lt . 

r'inall:·· , you h'Lve !Cpl'es.1 ed youJ· deep convtc:tlon 

tha· ... our goa.l in thl tlelt. cnnnot be Pttn l ned without ton.·u•d 

notton in other fields ae woll. Inoronfled food prod,lot1.on must 

be aooo~panled by l ncreneed l nduetrlal production and by lncreo.aeJ. 

purct.aelnt: ,o~~ter . The:·~ muat be mec.eurea tot· dealing wltl t rade 

tarrlera , l :r:err.a-:looal e:.chal'\60 etatl llt}' and l nterr.atl.oral 

lnvcetment . ':'he better uae ot nnt1tral ar.d l"lunan r esource a must 

be aeeured to l.cprovc living ett~i:dtll'da . to!.nny ot the se quor.tione 

lie outeide t he scope ot tho "'·ork you t'I.Ll.ve undertAke n , but their 

solution l a none tho lees en· entltt.l to 1ts eucceas . They req· •lre , 

a nd ahall receive, our united attention . 
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In tl:e political tlell. , theee relat1onah1pl a1-e 

equally 1..c:lpol"'tn.nt . And they work both wa~·a . A sound world 

acrloul tural prog1•run will depand upon world pollt1oal oecur1 ty , 

while that security w1.ll in turn be gl'eatly etrengtl:.enec\ lf each 

country can be aoeured or tl.e toad lt needs . Freedon tror.1 vant 

and troedo:~ tram tear go hand 1.:1 ha.!"d. 

Our ultl.~!e objective can be alr.!)ly etated : It 

11 to b:.t1ld ror ourselves , tol' all teen , a wol'l~ 1n whlcl: enoh 

1nd1v1dunl hw:w.n being shall hnve tl:e oppo1•tuntty to live oub hie 

lite in pea.ce ; to work productively, earr.ln& at least enoue;h tor 

hla nctu&l needs •~d those or h!.a tlU:l!ly; to associate with the 

trJenda ot hl.a choice; to think and woral':.lf .freely; ar:.~ t•> die 

eeou1·e ln tl.e kr.ovled.(e that hla children , and their oh1ld.ren , 

thall hn.ve the sace opportnnl tlea . 

That objective 1 a a rnen know from long nnd bitter 

experience 1 will not be enay to achieve . But you and I 'ltno"' alao 

that 1 throughout h1stor·· , there hna been no core wortl1"'hJ.le , no 

more lr.aptrlng challenoe . 
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That Challenge N1ll be ClOt , 

You have deaonatrated beyond queetlon that tree 

peopl es all over the world onn agree upon a cot~mon oouree ot action 

and upon c0::100n machinery tor action. You hnvo brought new hope 

to the worl~ that, through the establhhment or orderl y lnter -

national procedures !or tt-..e eolutlon or lntcrr..a.tlonal probl ema , 

there w111 be nttalned treedo:a from want and freedom from t eat· . 

The United l!ntlona are united in tl"...e war aca1ns t tear and want 

V as solidly and etteoUve l y aa they are united on the battlefront 

ln this world- wide war aeat.nat &(;gl'eulon , 

And we are wlnnlng by action and unity. 

_________ t~vf~ 
tA1· 7~J.y '7 



Ladies and Gentlemen : 

It giTes me great pleasure to welooc:e t o the White 

House you who haTe aer-.ed ao aplendidl.r at the epoch- caking 

United Nations Conference on rood and Agriculture . 

I use that word "'epoch-making" advisedly. The Con­

rereDce could not have raUad to be a1gn1t i cant , because i t 

wae the first Uni ted No. tiona Conference ; but it. has succeeded 

even beyond our hopes. It i l t ruly epoch-makins beoauae , tn 

reaching unanimity upon co.IQplez and ditt1cult problema, you 

bvve dtaonatrated beyond question thet the United Nationa 

really!!:! united - - not only tor the prosecution or the war , 

but tor the sol ution or the rr:any and dl.tticul t probleaa or 

peace. This Contereoce baa been a living de:r.onatration ot 

the aatboda by lldlich the conTeraationa ot nat i ons --~ 

or like mind , contemplated by .Article VII or the ll\ltuol Aid 

Agreement , ce.n and will g ive practical appl icati on to the 

principles or the Atlantic Charter. (applause) 

You have been dealing wi th agricult ure -- agriculture , 

the moat basic or all human aoti dt lea; and with rood -­

agricul t ure, the most basic or all human needs . 'hfioe aa 



;tUtklJn D. Rooea•al\ '-lwao1 

Tbh h • t,.aneer tpt cada by tbe 5hiU 
Hoo.ea atano~arhet" fro. bh abQrt.blll\4 
not." tlll•n at tba ttae tbe •P"•Ch wu 
uda. L'n4arlintn& tr.Cieatu •cr4a 
eltUpol'IL"\tOUdJ adc!c! \0 tbll r~YiOUaly 
prepared r.ad1n~ ,- ~7 tut. 'tt>rd• tn 
parantba•e• ara •ordt that •era o•l tted 
wben tbt tpt~h ••• 4eliver<l4. t.bougb 
t.btJ ap~ar in the prevtouely Jlt"epared 
""4tnc oopy ten. 
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lll4ll7 people are employed io work on rood end _!!! agriculture 

u in wor k 1.n all the other tlelcla or human acth itr put to­

gether (cOIIlblned). And el.l people bne, in the liter al un .. 

ot the word , a v i tal lntereat 1n food . 

That a child or .!!! adult abould get the nouriablll.ent 

neoeuar1 tor :run he&ltb h too aportant all o•ar the 1110rld 

- - too important a thing to be lett to mere chance. 

You bne recognized that eooiety must accept thle 

r eaponalb1Uty. As you sta t ed in your declaration, "'I'he 

prl.atary reaponeibili ty lie a wi t h each nation tor aeeing that 

ita own people have the toocl needed tor health and llf'e; etepe 

to tbh end are tor national cleter• ine.t1on. But each nation 

oM tully achieve ita goal only 1t all work together . " 

(applause ) ~on behalf or the Uni ted Statu I gladly accept 

tbb declaration. (applause) 

You bne gone beyond the general reoosntt1on ot jU"in­

oiplea , to deal in speoitio terms with epeoitio thinss (tasks) 

and specitio projects. 

You ba•e e::re.mined the needs or all ocuntrlea tor 

rood and o t her agricultural products , both as they will u:ht, 

or rather , to put it this way , r ather as they will exist in 

the short- run (pe riod) or recovery from tbe deuatation ot war 

-- tbe few r sara wben the fighting atopa , and as they will 

exi st over the longer run, when our ettorta can be tully de­

•oted to expanding the production or rood, so tbat it will be 

adequate tor health tbe world over, and all through tbe yea.u 

~· 
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You ba'Ye aur.,eyed with courage and with realis-e the 

aagn1tuda ot t hese problema , and ~ heve reached Wlanl&oue 

e.&re•ent that the1 oo.n , and 11uat -- and !!..!.!!. -· be aol1'ed . 

It is true that no nation hae ever had enougb food 

to tealS all or~ (ita) people , aa we now know~ human 

being• should be ted. BUt neither have nations repreeenti.ng 

o1'er 80 percent or the world ' s t •1o billion 1nhsb1tanta, ~ 

(ner) be!'ore baTe tber (been) joined together t o achieve~ 

( auob an) aim. Ne•er before ba•e they set out to bend t hei r 

un1 t ed ettorta to tbe da'Yelop:.ent o r the world ' a re!louroea 10 

thot all men m.igbt seek to attain ~ food they need. 

!'Or the abort- run , you ha'Ye pointed out a tepa ~ 

(whi ch ) have to be taken , both in increasi ng supplies end in 

maintaining ~ economy or uae and coord1.nat1on ot d1etr1bu­

t 1on. 

In ccnaidering our long range problems , you heve eur­

• eJ'ed our knowledge or the 1Dadequac1 i n t.he quantitr &Dd the 

qual.1t1 of the diet ot peoples 1n all lands . You he•• pooled 

our knowledge or the •ean• ot expanding our output, or inoreaa­

ina our agricultural ettioiencr in every ne.tion , and or adjust­

ina agricultural production t o consumption nee4a. In the 

t 1elda or both productio n and consumption you hBYe recognized 

tho need. tor the bettor utilization or the knowledge we now 

have, and t or extending a t1ll fur the r the bounde..rtea or ou.r 

knowledge through educa tion and reeea.rch . 

You ha'Ye called upon TOUr governmeota 1Ddhi4uall1 

and collectively t.o enlarae and t.pro•e their acthitiea i n 
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theae t lelda . 

P'Or the perteotlon and !,t!! rapid execution or tbeee 

plane, you ha't'e reoOIItllended the creation or a peraanent United 

Nation• organization, and tor t hat I apecla.lly thank 10u. To 

taollltate and baaten the creation or that organization , (and) 

to carr1 on the work ~ you bne begun unt il it 1s penta­

nentll aet on ita teet ( its creation), you ba"Ye established 

an ~ I.nteria Coaahelon. The Go'rernment or the United Statea 

ia honored that you bne asked that the Interim Ccc:ahsion 

have lte eeat 1n lt'aablngton, a..nd wlll be glad to take the pre· 

11Jil1nary action tor the eatabllabment of that CODJ11salon wblob 

you have entrusted to it . (applause) 

71nally, you have expressed your deep oonvlotion that 

our goal in thla t l eld cannot be attained without forward action 

in other tlelda ae well. I noreaaed tood production must be ac­

companied by increased induatriel pr oduction , and by increased 

puroba.dng power . There must be measures tor dealing with 

trade barrier•, international exobange sta.bllit.r. and inter­

national inTeatunt. Tbe better use ot natural and human re­

sources auat b• aaaured to iaprOYe !!!.!_living atandard(e); !!!!..&. 
may I add, the better use or tbeae resources witbout exploita­

tion on the part ot an.r nation. (applause) Now, under i t 

goea -- I would ay tbat &ell.J ot these Questions lie outside 

~ the acope (or the work) ~you ha•e under t aken, but their 

solution h none the lese eaaential to ita success . They re­

quire, and I think ther ahaU reoehe, our united attention. 

In the political t 1eld, these relationships are 



• • 5 

equ&lly iapor tant . And they wor k: both wa,ra. A sound world 

lt&l'ioul:tural program wUl de_pend upon world political &eOI.lrltr , 

while that aaouri tJ will in turn be great17 strengthened 1t 

eaob count r y oan be aaaured ot the food it needs . Fr eedom 

tr011. want and. treedo111 t roa rear go hand i n band. (appla\Uia) 

ADd ao I think that our W.tlaate obJaoth'e can be 

a lapl y stated: It 18 to build tor oureehea , meaning tor all 

men nerywbare , a world in which each lndlvidue.l human being 

shall b'ne the opportunit y to live out bb lit'e in peace; to 

work producthely , earning at lea st enough tor hl1 actual 

needs a.nd those ot hh tully; t o e.saoolate with the tri enda 

ot hie choice; to think and worship freely; and to die s ecure 

in the k:nOtrladge that b1a obUdren, and their eblldren , aball 

hue the same opportunltlea. (applause) 

That objeothe , aa men know from long and bitter ex­

perience , will not be eaa7 to achlne. But 70u and i: know. 

alao, that throughout hhtor7 there baa been no more worth 

while, no more inspiri ng challenge . 

Tbat challenge wUl be met, 

You hue demonstrated beyond question that tree people• 

all over t he world can agree upon a common courae ot action, 

and upon C0%:111.00 macbinary tor action. You h&.'t'e brought new 

hope -- new bop• to the world that • through the utabllabment 

ot orderly lnternational procedurea tor the solution or inter ­

nat ional problema • there will be attained f r eedom f rom want 

and f r eedom troa tear. The United Nations are united in the 

war against rear and want , aa solidly - - .!.! (and) etteot i't'el7 
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- - as they are united on the battle-trent 1n tb1a world.(wlcle) 

war aa;at ost li.86Z•••1on. 

And we are w1nn1Jl& ~ by action and ~ 

unity. (applause) 

And now may I exF••• the hope that you will cocae 

out to the lawn, becauae llra. nooeevelt and I , and the Vloe 

Preaiclent and the secretary ot State want to have the privi­

lege ot meeting each end e•ery one ot you . (applauae) 
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.Nil 1, l§ila} 

,.. tollCIV1AI ~· -t u. ,....u..t. w .. 'LII• .. le-­•w• to Uie UDit..d. .. t1011e Coat'I!'IDCI OD Poet. Ml& AcriCilllltarlo ~ 
M lrroMcut tJ'<a U. Jart ~ ...t tM WlllW .,_. 11 tor n l .... 
1a ""*"' ~ OD UM 1tz.Mta ~ -.rUU \bA 5115 P,N,, 
J,V,'r,, ~. Jw. 1, 1~}. 

Ttl - r.l- .,UO 11191111 to rd.lo --.oft'tl Cl4 _.,. 
~~ton. 

CAlli NM II 1Zm:ISI%l 'lO PRI'nN'I' PRJ:~~ PUBl.ICAriOif, 

lm:PII»> IMLT 
:.d::....,L 8 Nrt•UJ7 to Ull PNII14M\.t. 

-~.:..:.k~···· ··· 
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