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P!Xt.ecporaneoua Remarks ot the President on the Occasion ot t he 

l'Orm.a.l Dinner ~or the President ot Paraguay , General Bl.sinio 

Wor inis:o, J'wle 9 , 194), About Nine o •cloci: P .U., ! . W. T. 

May I t ake thia opportunity to say what I have had 

in my heart ror a lens tl.me. We are very happy to beve Presi­

dent ltorlnlgo here , beoeuae we ba'f'e great reasons to be grl!lte­

tul to Paraguay ror the aagniricent stand they ha"Ye taJc:eo tor 

the aoltdarlty ar their a.naiea. 

I shall neYer forget, not ao long ago -- it aeem.e 

many y ear a - - a t the conterenoe in Rio de .reneiro , we needed 

poeit1ve action. ne bad all agr eed on the one subJ act - - on 

thot action tor sol14ar1 ty: breaking ot t relati ons w1 th the 

AXia powers . 

At that time at tbat ruoet1Q8, the foreign mlniatera 

ot Paraguay, acting on lnstruotione from their President, 

etepped torwa.rd at Just the right mooent and the right tlalng, 

and pledged Par&gu.8,J in thll great etrort or all the Amerl.caa 

- - the t hought or the heailpbere -- that we abould break ott 

relatione with the bris:anda ot JtOdern c1'•il1zat1on. 

Paraguay acted in accordance with an old slogan ot 

mine, " Do not only the rigb.t thing , but do it et the right 

time , " and thereby save heart to all or our sister Republica . 

:rrom that t i me on we b&Ye bad closer dealings with Paraguay 

than ever bet ore in our hi a tory . 

I do not haTe to apeak, outaide or this room perbapa , 

e.bout the great braYery , tbe plain -- the sheer -- bra•ery 



Franklin D. 1\ooaeYelt Ltbra.rt 

tbh h a \ranaCJ'lp\ •de bJ \be lbtta 
Houae ueno«Titflh~r trOll ba I' ta..··-.4 
no\ea tUt::n a& \i.:.f' t • • the a 1 "'_."' 

Mlh. Ond.erltn1nc l::~chcat""' • ..... 
utewrpoPa."lf!.O!alJ ad11ed to t " vr "Jolla)J 
prll'JIUI4 ree "'. n~ "! .py u:r.:. I .n. 
parentbeau ara worU• that •an a.lt.t.e4 
when the apeecb •a. ~al:verad. , t houpt; 
tbay appur in t he pra·uou.ly p repa.rK 
J"ea4tn& oopy ta:r.t. 



•• 2 

ot the arales or Parague.r , Throughout all the .. JU.ra •• •anr , 

many yeara, more than cent uries -- the aoldiera or Paraguay 

repreeenttng their nation can, I think, be called the bravea t 

aoldl er a in all t he Amerloaa, because they have bad the t hought 

ot malntalnlng their i ndependence as t he t1ret tboU&bt 1n all 

their minds , They ba'U lost tbOUIIlnd& of the bUt blood Of 

PIIU'aguay in battle, and they hne come througb with their 

lndepeadenoe. 

Tbe Gener al and President -- as I put it - - la one 

ot tbe moat dlatl nguhhed generals or that lU.g.a.lt ! cent array . 

We tb1Dk or bill not only a a the Prealdent or the Republic , but 

al.so ae the leader or the &l'llllea or Paraguay in their latest 

war. We hope tbeJ woo•t hue to go through wars ot that kind 

again. we hope that all or the Republica will work together 

to see that tbey 4on ' t beve to defend tbetr Independence any 

I)lring these years, beoauee ot geography, 1t. tlaa been 

Yery dtrt1oult tor ua -- tor Ame r icana -- to go to Par8.8Uaf. 

we t hought or it u an interi or Republic , tar up one ot the 

great est r bere ot the continent, And yet, with the . adTent or 

air , and t he adTent or better roade, wa look forward to the 

dllf' when acre AMricana can go there, and go there •• a nat ural 

e.nd logical part ot their Tidte to the other countries ot t he 

b•iephere . 

I hope that t hoae r elatione , not merely ooDlllunioat1on , 

but trade and nerythtng else that goes with it, that they are 

going t o inoreaee. we think that •• haTe broken tbe ice, not 
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only ln our relatione -- ou.r Pan ADtrlca.n or diplo.etlo rela­

tioaa, but we ba're broken tbe loa in regard t.o getting to 

know eaob ot her better. 

And so I hope that ln the yeara to oCilla Par-suey 

and t he United States will be come closer fri ends -- peraone..l 

friends , than we ha•e e•er been before. Toward that end 

tbte GoYeruent -- the Government and President -- are golDs 

band in band; and uy tbh aa.oolation be oerrled out aore 

greatl,- , .ore usefully -- ap1r1tually, econcaleall y , aater­

le.lly , 1n • •ery way. 

we recognize Paragu.,- Yert definit ely aa one or the 

great Republic s o~ t he A.marloaa. 

And so it glvea me great pleasure to propose a Toast 

to H1e Excellency the Preaidant or Paraguay . 

( the TOast wa a drunk , and President W:orlnlgo 

replied b rief ly ln Spe..nlah, aocc:aj)anled bJ a 

TOast t o President Roosa-.alt) 



:r-.t• pora:1eoua :rt.-carkfll ot the Preeident on th~ 0C'caei('ln ot t~e 

l"ormel ')inner tor the rre•ldent of Ptlrt~•may, r.enerel •i1e1nlo 

l'or1n1go, .June 9 , 194) , ttbout. nine o •nlock r .m., e . w.t.. 

l's.y I take thle oppo1·tun1 t.y to ~ey whet I have had 

!n rr,y heerr. tor o. lone tioe. '"1e ere very he.pfY to hta.<ve Prea1-

dftnt. l'or1n1e;o ~ere , beottuse "'" bt:t-.e Prt~et. reaaone to 't.e r,r,·te -

rul to Per aguay ror t be r..ll.t,;nHioent aten1 they hB'f'e taken tor 

t.t:e !tOUd arlty ot their araiefll. 

I ahall ne"Yer tors;et, - not eo lon~ ago,._ 1t aeea-.11 

ce.ny years -- e~t tt.a oonterenee tn Rio de Janeiro, "'t! needed 

po1 1the •ct1on. '!e he<J all ttgreed on tne one &u.bJect -- on 

that notion tor aollrtarl ty : br ea!clng orr rel&.tione ~1 th the 

:.xla po-,., ere. 

At that time at that meet11'18, the foreign ainlat.era 

or Paraguay , c.cting on 1netruct1one rrQII!l their President , 

eteM•ed rc.rwarde a t Juat the right mor.ent and the rl~t ti11tng , 

tnd ple~ed Parar:uey in thll gruat et'tort or all t.t.e :.merloee 

-- the tho~llt cr tt.e healaphere -- thtst *8 tltlould break ott 

rt-le.tlone "it.t1 ttle brlgende or ~odern oh1111at1on . 

Para~JU&Y acted ln 8coorde.nce with an old alog1.1n ot' 

tne, ·•;)0 not only the rlpt1t thlOR, but do i t et the rtght 

tl.lnn , " and thereby ga"Yft heart to ttll ot our ahter ReJ'Hthltoe. 

!'rom U1"t time on we he"Ye had closer dealings wlt.h Para~ucy 

than e•er before in our hht.or1. 

! do not .e•e to epeu , c;.utalc.te or thia roo~a .rttr­

hf\pa , about the great bra"Y ary, tl'le f'l&ln - - the a~eer --



breverr or t~.e aralae (If Pero('l&1 . "f'hrou~;hout all t.heae Y•' re 

-- lllft!'IY , IDftny yel!!.ra, &are then oentur!ea -- the eoldtera or 

'Oflraf.':UBY repreeentlnE t.!le!r nt~tlon can, r think, be oelle1 thfl 

brftvast aol•ihl r a ln all thtt Jllerloee , beoeuse they have hu<'S t.he 

tt.one:nt. or melntatnlne their lntleJ'onlienoe fi& the tlrnt tl'lOlt~ht -. " Bll their minds. They have to"t thOIIAanda or the beat blood 

or "ero~UJ.)' in b~tttle , and tt\uy h6va cotta tl1ron~ wlth thttlr 

!nde e~de:1ce . 

-:one r;enural and Frd&ldent -- as ... put lt -- la ODe 

<.•f tte 1toat. dtstineuhhed senerale or thet IILagnir1cAnt llll'R1· 

e tht nk <•f his not only as ~~-.tl ~ealdent or Lt1e ~epubllc 1 tn .. t 

ulRo aa the ltoeder or the armltta or "'eree:uay ln tf'loir latel!t 

"e hore they won ' t .1e.ve to o tnrc..ugn >IOJra ot th' t kln1 

~aln . 'I& hop~ that all or thfl R13JUtbl1cs will work togt7trter 

to 8Htt t.•lat t.M:ty don ' t hove to rl~~tfttnd th6lr lnde ftn<1ence en.r 

or,.. 

Yery llrrtc•Jlt ror ua -- ror A,r,flrtcena -- to o to e.rucu~:y. 

o thougtlt. cr lt na en tnterlor R:ep!.lbl1c, re:- ur one ff t..,_ ... 

r1oteat. rtvera of thft conttnH:tt.. And ~ttt , wtt~ the erh'ent ot 

ut.r, '11 t'ut D.~vt~tnt or better r1 a1:3, W<!l looiC r r •' r-1 to Ule 

a.:,,J lot•ical pt~rt or t~eit' v1a1te to tt.tt other countrti'!P: or t.t.o 

ber.1a.,here. 

! hOp& the.t thOle f'HlfttiOII8, not C'JTttly C(J1Lm\mloet10n 1 

but traie eni everything alae the.t see• •H.b lt , t t. thf"1 



&l'fl: enine t.O iDCrAtt8't. "" th\nlc thht we h"'f'8 broken t.hO 1ee , 

nt-t only in our rehtioza -- O.lT J"e.n mer1can or diplCI:W'It1o 

r•lrt.1one, but we nave t.roll:.,n the lee in rAgard to rftttir.g to 

know eech t ttr t.ut tor. 

And so I hope tl1e~t in the yet rs to ot1rntt FarogMy 

onr1 the t'nlted Stt..toee wtll beoo~te closer rrien<1e -- pt~rllonol 

trll'ln•tR , then It'& bf'fe e•~~:r been btd'or e. To""e.rd the.t "nd 

t.hie Gtl'f'ftrnrr""ent -- t•.e Oovern.: l"nt and FTf'tflltdent -- e.re goSne 

nd !n tend, an1 ey thh ouoch.titn t.e C'!rr1ttd ?Ut. 110r., 

ree.t11, 111ore \lsetul!1 -- ap•rttuall:, eoonc icdly, tfJr -

lo.lly, ln every way . 

... reC<'&!'lize ~rcrnoy v~r: tetln1te!r r.e one or t.ht' 

reot ~·r·uhl1.cs or th /lr.,erlcae./f?.r.d eo a glv~:~o mo ynr;t 

plee8urtt to prnpose a .,.ot.ttt to Hh ['ICAl.!.ency the T'rt1o111"nt. 

or floro~e.y. 

(tf.tt T\:est waa drunk, en4 frttaJd,.r:.t. or; .!.£0 

repl' .. J br1efll'• 1n Spah!ah , accoml•t.nled tly 

e - ,eat t1.. reeldent ocne'fdt} 
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Here la o rou.tth CO! y ot the apttech 

t.onieht, in Cftao yo..a .-ant 1 t ror the 

Preu, or the President should .e.ak . 

This ts rough. T shell probubly 

ohnnce the f)unctuet.1on " lt.ttle, .,hen 

t t~an FiVe it batter th(•ug.ht. 



Extempor anooua Reaa r ke or the Prea14ent on the Occadon or the 

Porm.el Dinner ror the 'Dreeldent or Pft re~~ General tlie1n1o 

l'orinlao, luna 9 . 194) , t~ bout nine o •cloc r . a ., e . w.t. 

1'&)' I take t nle o pportunity to !'o,y what I hu·e bed.. 

in ::.y beert tor u. long t.ime . "'to ere Yery heo ·y to heYe Proal­

dent ••or1n1go her e , because we haYe greet r eeeon11 t o be gru t e -

rul to Por asuay to r t he &agn1t1oent. at and t hey have taken tor 

the eol1d ar1 t y or the ir e.r111ea . 

I ehall neYor torge t -- not so long at;o , i t eeeo.e 

cuny yee.re -- tit the conference 1n Rio de Janeiro , <'~'8 needed 

poaitivo action. \fa had all agreed on tbe one subJect - - on 

t.htt.t action tor solidarity : br eaking orr reluti ons with tho 

AXle power a . 

At t ha t t i me At t hat maet i f18 , the foreign mi n ietere 

ot Peragull,Y , eot i ll8 on ina true tiona t"r0:1 t heir Pr e eldont, 

etepped ro r wer cl, fli t Ju.et t ho righ t eocent and the r ight timing, 

and plodge4 Paraguar in thie gr at etrort or all the Aaer icae 

-- t he thought ot t he heml epher e -- t hat we abould break ott 

;-clatlona wit . tt.e briganda or codern clv111zat1on . 

Pnra&U-81 acted i n eccorde.nca with en old alopn o;r 

r.i ne , .. DO not only the right tblag, btlt do it e.t the right 

til:e , " and thereby &eYe heart. to all ot our aia ter Republica. 

7rom tt.et t.1me on lfe hoYe hod cl oser ded1nt::• 'lfl th Paraguay 

than ever bot ore in our hl atorr. 

t do not. &Ye to apeak , outside ot thla rooM Jer ­

hape, about. tne t r eat br aYery , t he p l o 1n -- the eneer - -



bra•ary or t.~e sn.1ea or "Oar~~~oguay. Tbroughout all tbale yaar1 

- -many , c:.e.ny years, .ore than centuries - - t.he aold1 ere ot 

Porecuay representing t.heir net.ion can, r t hink, be called the 

br Avea t so l die r s in ell the J\aar lcas, becouee t. hey have had the 

t ·.ouv.nt ot mdnta1n1ng their i ndependence os t.he first t hough t 

ot all t.heir minds. They ha•e loet t hotuu.nda or the beet blood 

ot veraguay i n btstt.le , and t hey hove come t hrough wl t h t.heir 

1ndaJ,endence. 

The General and 'PTealdent - ea I put. lt. -- ia one 

or t h e IU)st. c1ls t.1nauiehed generals or t.ha t. So6gn1tloant IU':Il.1· 

'life t hink or h1JD not only ae t he ":Tealdent or the pepubllo , but 

tll.eo oa the leader of t.he •1rmlee ot Paraguay in t hei r latest 

wsr . "le hope thoy won't have to so t hrough ware ot thtlt ki nd 

again . We hope that all or t.he Ropubl1cs will work t ogether 

to aee t.hat they don • t. ha ve t o rtetond their lndeJ end.enoe eny 

more . 

[)Lring t hese years, be cause or geography ' it baa been 

-.e.ry d1tf1cult tor us - - Cor Mer l cena - - to &O to 'Da.rAguey . 

..,.o t hough t or it as an inte rior Republic , rer up one or t he 

greatest rivers or t he continent, And yet, ..,1th the advent or 

air , und t b.e advont or better r oeda, we look rorwerd t o t he 

day when more Amerloena ottn go t here , ond go there us ti noturol 

end loglctU. pert or t hei r vl a1 t.a to t he ot her oount.r1e t of the 

tLemlsphere. 

I ho pe tnst thoea reltt.tiona . not •erel7 oo!W"uni oet.lon, 

but trede and e'faryt h l ng else th~.>t goee wltb lt, t hat they 



ere going t o lncreaaa. ""• think that we h • •• broken t he ice', 

not. only i n our relfttlone -- our Pa.n At1er1can or d1plomet.to 

relations , but. •• he'fe broken the lee l n r egard to getting to 

know auch other bot.ter . 

And s o I hOJIO that in the yet ra t o c ome Paraguay 

ond. the Unite d s t a tes wil l becoa:.o oloaer frl ende -- poreonal 

trion de 1 than wo hove ••er been befor e. To..,ar d thftt end 

thla co•orru:.ent -- t he Govtrnz:tent and President -- are going 

hand. ln hen d; and o.ay thh auooletl'-n be ot.rr1ed out IISOre 

gre~~tly , core usefully -- ap'rltuftll'! , eoono::;l celly , tv tar­

l olly , ln o•ory ••Y • 

.... rocogntze !'ura£\IOY v ery detlnltely 68 one or t.he 

g roat Republics of t ho Acer1 otta. ,-. nd. " o t t givoa eta grettt 

plaoaure to pr op ose a TOe a t t.O Hia Jl!xcel ency t he Preuidunt 

or r"orague.y . 

{ t 'le TOast was drunk , a nd Pre llldent lforlnlgo 

r eplied briefly, ln. spanish , ftcc~pe.nled by 

o TOaa t t o ?reeldent RooaeY ult) 



".:.l!Y I tll!ke t. h! a o~, or tun' ty to Bt'o~ •lll•t. b11 ve l:"J 

1n •1 heert ror l ors· t lii<O. e .re Yer"f t· . .-. ···'/ to 'l.ne ~~ • ~ -

rul t o "a~~7 r r the ~tfloel'\t " -r-:t t.t>ot h1 '1 t "' n f"'or 

u.e ol1t4. r 11.J or t elr ._" te11 • 

., ahJI~l neY ~tr flTGe~ , n 't • ., lc •to - - U. ••u.a 
an,J fC&rl - - • t~e o ntero:, 1'!1 l? !e Jr"'elro , •• ee.ted 

roa l t.he a otlon . • had ull ettroe J o~ he one ao.. J oot. - · on 

t .t• t aotlo• tor aollJ.arlty : br · "IC1n• orr r el,U na wU.'"i t. ~e 

Axle poo~~~oer 11 . 

•t t "" t\ ... e • t. tt\t t ••t~cg , the tor 'll"'n •hhte;oa 

n~ .. ~"-ltt) , aor.1, · ol'l 1na t r UI" t lcn• t r ;..-n t.1e !r r eSJco:1t , 

a t. appe~ ror--rer ~tt. ~uat "'P!• rl~•t eo e"l t. .... , t ".e r•sr.t tlJ. r-4 , 

RCil pJ.a.t.- J ""fi.r-...'Uay ln t~ll ...reot. a t tort ot Jil l t he ertoo.a 

- - t..~a t 1l• ·!lt r!' t~ •tar"'e!"e -- t ... ct •• a!:iou l d bt' x r r 

relntlcma wlt n ttft brlcanlll or Odf'r n ofYl hatl o . 

""'"!..ra&Uf\1 I ota.! lu eooor~a'\Oe -..1t'1 a n ol d llQdfU\ or 
1'11ne , • )a no t onl7 t.ha rlttM· th i n , but do i t. e t. t he r lt;ht 

t.1 a , .. e " \1 therftby ,,. • .,. 'IO• r t to tu,l or our nhtu •pub.J.1Cia 

r OI tt.a t tllle on 'tfe llaYe bali ul uaer J a 1 \ng• •lttl ~• \.le y 

1.han trYar betor a 1n vW" t\ lat.o r;; . 

• .lo ocr. eave t o a1141• x. , ou t • 1 ·1e o1' t~ l• root~ ru h•r• , 
aliout t 04• bre a't br a ., ..r• , tt3e .rlt~ ln - - t.~ ••• new -- br • • erJ 
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cr t.he arz.iel of :'arU,:Uft1 . 'i'hr..,lltlb Ut •ll t._.ne Jill!' I ... llllf'\1, 

any 714r11 , r.oro c. :s"'~ o•nt\l. laa .. .. t .1a ao l j hra ot '&rl VIA1 

raprea.ct1n ~hatr natlf n oa.n, t tbht.k, be oa.lted the br aYal t 

aol lll u r e ln ttl l t.t1a .tR•rloba, beo a,uaa t boy t.t •• L&d the t b.O\.lr;.U t 

ot calnt e 1n11ld t holr 1nQopandonon •• 1..ha rlrat t.bt.Udht. 1n all 

t. ~.a1.r ll ln:ta . -he)' ha'Y O \ on t. thOUIDndl e(' t. 'lo bOlt blood ot 

i'll.rae;uay ln b ttlo , end t. hoJ he•• ocx;.o t.h.rou&h wl\, h tbo 1r 

Jndapandauoo. 

"'!J.a Conoral anJ r r •aldont -- •• 1 ...... t H. -- h one 

f..t t.ba ao.t. cUat l n.trUlauod s onorala ot t bat ae~ltloant. ar..;,y. 

o t.blnk ot bla not onl7 •• tho ""ro aldont o!' t ho o publ l o , but 

olao t.l t bo leader ot \. t.a a r..lee rJt .... G&uaY l n thalr lMtoat 

ofll.l" . I bopa they \ltOR ' t. b•YO to ~0 thrOUP:h 'are Of that. klnd 

again. o nope that. all or t h• '"o:ll.lblloa wi ll work toa,ethor 

to aoe tha t t huy Jon ' t bavo t o defend t he1r 1nd•pendeooe any 

E.Ore. 

lW'i :::.t: t.heee .reua , beo~o.aae or 4•0&r•Pb.Y , u. naa beea 

"'" 1 dttr .cult. ror ~• -- tor ur1o;.oa - - t.o c t.o "'la.re .. "Uey. 

• ~hou ·at. or lt •• au 1nt.e rSor e; ubl l o, ra:- u. one cr t • 

tr•• t eat r h t:ra ot t.ne oontloeot. . Jnd Jet. , wlt.o t he •dvt '" or 

ttlr , unj t !ll udYent. or bett er roade , •• l ook tor .. arJ t o t.be 

day . ...r .. n aore cerSoana Ol!lu t~to there, a nd. aiD t.!11 r e •• a oetu.ral 

and lootloal pw.- t or t.beJ.r vh .St.a to t.tle oth•r oount.rie.~~ or t. na 

hoahphere . 

I ho"ft t ha t. t.boev relet.1cma, not ~t-erel.r ooaauoioaUon , 

bUt. t. r•de and tJVerythlnt, llae t~ t t. ttOi a .tl t.tl lt. , c. .at t.• 11 er e 

&o1nc t.o 1oorouae. 1 t.h1nk t.b•t. we bave bro« n t he 1oe , no~ 
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c:..a.l.J la. our r•la.tlwntw -- f.ou.r """AD Mrioea or cUpla..~lo rela­

lo l vna , but. ~a bt.vo b.L·ol(aJ; ~=:&• !oe 1.Q rapr~ t.o &aUla.. \o 

know .... o .... o t..Jet• botf;or. 

And ao I b ot;.w tlla.t. lu tUe 7e ara ~u occ• ,·.u·-.."U.aJ 

aaQ tho Unil>ttd t.uto .a \#Ul i.IQoc.o..tt oloa•r t rl •ndu -- par •ontU 

.;.r1o;1da , \.han ,,c hftv• avt.W !)ear. W~tl.'c:.r o . , o •• &rJ tbat e nd. 

t ·,t• OUYel'WlUQt -- ttae OO.•rn-ent aDI.l Pr •a1clout -- are aotna 
band i n tu...ul i Wkl U7 t.ll a tta.oo1a t.1oo bo oarrlad ouc. aore 

ll'••t.l.r , a.or e uuoMly .... apirlt Jo all...) , •oonc.loally , aail1.a1'-

11ll.lr, 1n e T er) WM$ . 

""'a 1'000f;lllt .. i &rapq 'YU)' Jef i nl t ely a li 0118 O( t.b• 

&r•• t. t epublioa o: I.J t.1 .\.;.l.a.douo. 

nJ u.l lt. .. 1voa &a• gro~~~ot pllu.&hU'" t o propo1o • 'Naat 

\.o Hit : x.,.t~ll•rloy 'l.he ret~1dont. ur a.r~u.)· . 

( t.!!e .·o:.~t\. Mll d14WA , .. ,H. raalda"\t t~.or!nl40 

l u,..Ued b r latl) 1n J.IIUll-.b , "ocamp•u1ad by e 

... oaat. to ·'raaldau \o uouanal' ) 
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