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T 0 A S T Ot Tbe Preatdent 
Xt The St a t e Dinner fer 

President l saiaa Cedlna arita o:t Venezuela 
anu 

ea dent Medina 1 a ReplY ) 

THB FRESIDENT: 

Let me go book to my early 48,)'8. I want to tell 

you ot two episodes or ., college day a. don 1 t think thia 

tirlt one baa been wr1 tten down , and I don't think e•en the 

Secretary ot State know a it. 

In 1893 , I think it waa, Gr eat Britain attempted to 

take , in ettect by toroe or ar.e , Venezuelan Guiana, in a:plte 

ot a rather weU- enabliabed boundary going back t or m.eny sen

eratlona. Henoe t her e came along a thing called the Venezuelan 

epiaode. And in a letter that waa wr i tten, I think by Secret

ary ot St ate Ol ney , but Actually written and signed 1n ita 

or igine.l by Preaident CleYeland, it waa translated from the 

St a te Department t o our Aabaeeador in London , Th(El&l J'. 

Bayt.r4. 

The Seoreta.ry ot State or Yore18n At:taira at that 

tiae in ln6land was Lord Saliabur7. kT older balt- br otber waa 

tbe CoUJlaelor ot the Embaaey in London . And tbh letter oUt.e 

o.,er the wires , I suppo1e in code, and he put i t into ~liah 

with hie hair rls t ns ae he tranala ted it. It waa Pruident 

CleYeland' a Venezuelan measage, wbiob in etteot tol d Great 

Britain that abe couldn ' t ha•e any more territory on the 

Allerioan continent. 

Wben the tranalat1on waa done , he t ook it into 
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Ambassador Ba1ard, and said, "I ha~e eoo.ethin.g pretty U.portant, 

Jo1r . Ambaaaador , with the d1reot1on that you take it to Lord 

Salisbury at onoe. " 

Ambaeaador BOJ"ard road It , and he aald, "That meana 

war between the United States and Great Britain. I will not 

dell•e.r it. • 

And. -.y brother said , "lb-. Allbaaaador, you have got 

to deliver lt , 1t' a !rom the President a nd the secretary ot 

State. You have got to deliver it." 

The Aabeeaador said , "1 won't del her lt. I will not 

be responalble tor a war between Great Britain and the United 

States." 

And my brother said to him, "lr you will not. delhar 

it , I will have t o telegr aph back tor 1natruot1ona to the 

Secretary ot' State . What am I golog t o do?" 

Wall , attar lunch, the Ambauador sent tor ay 

brother and add , "All r!g.ht. I will deliver it. But I ea go

ing to leave tor Sootlanct this after noon. I em so.tna to get 

out ot t he way." 

So sure enough , Mr . Ba¥e.rd went around to aee Lord 

Salisbury attar lunch - - 111.1 brother wee stand i ng back: -- and 

he walked into Lor d Se.liabury' a roo• at tbe P'ore lgD Of1'ioe 

and aald , "ltr. lUniater, there lt 18 . I hope you can do ecce

thing that wlll atop abor t ot wa.r, but it ia terribly aerl oua. 

I don ' t want to go to war , and neither do you . Wha t about 

Venezuela? But the President means that you can't have any 

•ore land on the Amer i can continent . Coodbye."' And he lett 
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tor Scotland thet afternoon. \Tell, that wae a,y tlrat. oonnec

t1on with Venezuela. 

Tbe other episode 11 perhaps not as historioe.lly 

iaportant. "fhan I wae in college, in ay a en lor year, I went 

down with ay rocac- uta on one ot tboaa I .. aorry to aa,y 

Gel'llen oru1eae down through the Weat Indies. And wa sot down 

to Caraoaa and a topped there. Ancl ay room-mete a.nd I went up 

to the clark or the hotel and aaid, "What ' s doing tonight? 

We want to go to a oate, acme place where they have c1e.no1.ng." 

I don't know what they would call it today , but probably a 

dtrrerent oarA. 

And the clerk a ald , "Oh, you can't do that. You haYe 

got to go to the opera ." 

My room-mate and I said, "We dido' t come to Caracas 

to so t o the opere.." 

He aald , "But you auat. !'Yerybody is goin.s to the 

opera, they ua a.hins Pegl1aoo1." "fall , I bad been to the 

opera wi th •1 110ther aeveral tiaee. I eald., • I have ll...,.er 

beard. or Paglleool." 

"But , " be said. , "the great arti et 1a a lngin.g." 

I aa l d. , "I don ' t care. " 

"But," he said. , " lt'a Caruso." 

I aaid. , "I never heard. or hia. " 

In New York nobody bad. ever beard or hlm, and 1et at 

that time Ca.ruao waa considered t he great est tenor in all t he 

world , ha had. auns at Caracas befor e , in Buenos Alrea , in Rio 

and 1n LilDa, I think. He was one or the great aingera known 
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to all SOuth. America. 

So because ther e waa nowhere else to go, we went to 

the opera. And he was perfectly marv elous. 

Attar we got back t o New Yo r k , I talked to aoma ot 

Q Jtualoal trhode about Caruao and Pagl.1aco1 , but tber had 

neva~· heard ot hill . Year a lat e r, Ca.ruao 'MilS taken on by the 

ketropolltan Opera Compa n.y i n New York , a!ld ot cou.raa became 

the gree.teat tenor ot all t1.me. But I have elwa,ya aaid that 

m,y room- mate and I discov ered Caruao . {laught er) 

So at leaat I can ae,y that r have seen Venezuel a ; 

end: Praaldant lled1ne baa been in the United. Statea, I th1n11: it 

waa tour yee.ra qo , end at that tiM he aaw the beg1D.D1n& -

before we got into the war - - ot wbat we were preparing agalnat . 

I think t hAt it he will multiply by ten times t he pr oduction 

that he aaw tour yeera ago , he will h ave a 'fery good idea or 

what we Ill" a doing now. 

And. yet out or what we are 4o1ng now i n tbla country 

in the was or production, it l a atill literally impoaaibla tor 

ua to take a par t or that pr oduc tion to till the well·merlted, 

great eaaentil.l plana which Venezuela haa t or the development 

ot the ruture . We haven 't got to that t i me yet, but wa are go

ing to do 1 t Juat a a aoon a a our own production get a u_p a 

little beyond. our aotu&l neede tor the war. Uay that tiae 

co.e •ery eoon . 

I b.a'fe alwaya been intereatad. in our e iate r Republica, 

tor one reason eapeoi&lly, trom an hiatoric point agai n , tbe 

tac t that ther e were two great liberators -- essentially two 
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-- on the whole or the h-iaphe.re: our own George Waeh1ngton, 

and t he Vene-tuele.n Bol har, who ot t er all was reaponalbl e not 

mer ely tor setting up one Republic but or many -- ColOGlbla, 

Ecuador, Peru, an4 Boliv i e . Boll'Y&.r U takin@: b1a pl ace ln 

our school booka, end hi e pr oper place ln blator1. And I wleb 

aucb that I could ao down there and ••• t he won derful ehrlne 

that baa been erected oYer Bolh'e.r t here, beoauae i t doesn 't 

belong Jus t to Venezuela it belongs to all the Amer 1oeu~ . SCI:le 

day people are aetna to go ther e to hie home town, or hie 

ac tual baaeetead, juat aa much ea they come here to Waahinat on 

or W.ount Vernon . 

I can •es this, t ha t in ell these 7 eare , rnn trom 

the e arly day a when a thing called. t.be Miranda ex~41 tion wee 

tltt.ed out in New York, when we were compl etely un-neutral , 

when we were trying to halp Venezuela to obtain i ta own 

independence aaainat Spain , all through t hes e yeare , nearly a 

oenturr and a halt now , we ha'l'e had an aaaociation , a rllation

ehip with Vene~uela -- and in a good --ny tight places , too -

where the spirit, the purpose , the obJectives between our two 

nations have been identioeJ. . 

And I hope much -- I believe -- that t be t r e lation

ship ie got.na to a:o on through all t he y ears , beoeuse the ob

Jecthea a.re i den tical. 

It ia a "Yery great honor , aDd a 'Yery gre et pl easure , 

t o have Preeident Medina her e with ue tonight. He ltnowa the 

United St atea . I wlah I knew Venez.ue la aa wel l. Venezuela 

baa a g r eat tutura . It 1 a a count ry not o nly of magnlt i oent 
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reeourcea, but a nation wblob baa done ao aa&n1t1oantlr in ao 

many waye durin& ite •ery l ons hbtory or i ndependence that 

Venezuela , in the f uture ot the Americas, 18 going to lead a 

•ery paramount rol e with the United Statea. 

And ao I think we •iaht well dri nk the health, the 

prosper ity and batter knowledge ot a fut ure da.r, to Praaldent 

liedlna. 

(the Toast waa drunk) 

PRBSIDEifl' >!EDINA: ( tranal atlon) 

Altbou,gb I ha•e no aneo4ote to relate , I appraolata 

the friendly and lntorcal langu.ga or Preeide nt RooaeYalt. 

On behalf or Venezuela, a •ery d l.ttloult moaent 1n 

the hiatory or which country Prealdent Roosevelt reoillad, I 

ooma to expraaa a alnoere and aure trlendablp tor the United 

States. Our trlendabl p ia sura , tor we do not otter what we 

cannot tult1ll. 

I waa particularly 1ntere8ted ln the Prealdant' a 

recollection ot the role ple.red b7 hie b rother l n the detenae 

ot our Juat oauae at the t111:1.e ot our c11ttioult1 .. with the 

British. I c11cl not know or th i a e pi aode , a nd I am glad to 

ha·n thil opportuni ty ot applauclin& the memory ot t he Pr eai

c:t.ent's brother. 

Venezuela 1e a You.ns country, rich in poaaibilitiea, 

and with a noble tradition. It tlaa oonata.ntly diatiquiahed 

itaolt in the 4erenae or Juat o auaea , and ill the love and 

atreotion whioh it ha.e t or the United. States . 
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The reaourcaa ot ., oountry have be en placed at the 

cUapoaa.l or tbe United Nationa . Following Pea.rl Harbor, I wee 

the tirat Proal dent to a tate the attitude ~ .,. country, and 

to place Ven ezuela at the ald.e ot the United States . 

Prea i dant Roosevelt hae eloquently aet ro r th his will-

1ngneaa t o hel p ua to devel op Venet.uel a . I whh to aaaure him 

that Venezuela 1a a country ot a table 1nat1tut1ona, r eady to 

accept and to welcoce foreign oapit&l. . 

Whe n peace ooDea, Venezuela ie read.y to contribute 

to the roraat1on ot a new world , 'Where nations great and a-.11 

wUl 11Ya and cooper ate together in a aplrlt or equal1t1 and 

Juatioe. tie do not rear the grN.t pCJllfer or the United Statea , 

beoauae we oontlde in your ideals or Juatloe a.nd demooraoy. 

(President Medina then dre.nk to the 

he a l th or President Rooaevel t } 



? ':'O.J~~ OP' THE PRESI.J'!N!' I A': TIC 3r/'71. JI:Z:tER 

~ ~ PO~ I'IIE:JID~lT :.:EDLW OF VJ:~ZUELA ••• 1-19- 44 

THE J)R!"'I;)J!h'T : Let me go bo.ok to my early day a . 

want to tell you ar two eplaodea or m¥ college daya. I don 't 

think tbia tiret one has been written down, and I don ' t t hink 

even the Secretary ot .::.ta t e knowa l t. 

In 189) , I think i t wee, Cr el!lt Br1te.ln attempted to 

t ake , in eff ect by force of arms , Venezuelan Gui ena , ln spite 

of a rather well-eatablished boundary go i ng back t or aulny gen

erati ons . Hence there came along a tb1n~ called the Venezuelan 

ep isode. And in a letter thet wea written, I tblnk by ~ecretary 

ot ..;tat e Olney , but actually written and signed in ita rriginal 

bf President Cleveland , it waa transla t.ed f rom the ~tate Depert.-

mont to our Ambcusador in London, Thomas Y . Bayard, 

The Sec r etor y of State of Foreign Affaire at that 

time in ~land waa Lord Salisbury. !'y older halt-brother was 

the Counselor ot the !!:baaay in London . And tb.ia letter came 

over tbe wiree, I euppoae in code, and he put it into Ingli sh 

with his hair ris i ng as he tranaleted it. It waa Preaident 

Cl eveland ' s Venezuelan message , which in etreot told Croa t Br itain 

that abe couldn' t have a ny more territory on the Amerlcan con-

tlnent . 

11en the translati on 'if&a done , he t ook it into Ambaeea

dor Bayard, and. ae.id , "I have aocethlng pretty important, t.r . 

J.mbaabador, wi t.h the di rection that you take 1 t to Lord 5alie-

bury at on oe. " 

Ambaaaador 8a)B"d read it, and he said, "That mean a 



war between the United ;.itatee and Gr eat Britain. I will not 

deliver it. 

And DlY brother aald, "~. Ambaae.ador, you h.nv e got t o 

deliver it, it's rroa the Presi chnt and the Secretery or State. 

You have got. to deliver it." 

The Aabaaaador sai d, "I "'on ' t deliver it. I will not 

be responsible ror o 'lfor bet ween Gr eet Brita in end the United 

Stotes. " 

And my brother said to hl.m , "'It you 01i ll not deliver it , 

I will have t o telegraph back tor inat.ructiona to the Saer etary 

or State. ·bat am I going t.o do? .. 

' 'ell , eJ'ter lunch , the h beaeador sent tor a,y brot her 

and s aid , "All r l4;bt. I will deliver it . But I am poi ng t o 

leav e tor Scotland thla etternoon. I em going t o gat out or t he 

way . " 

So eure enou.ghJ t:.r . Ba,-ard went around t o sea Lord ~ells

bur y attar lunch -- ._y brother wee ata.ndlng back -- and he 

'"alkad into Lord Salisbury ' s room. at the roreign orrtce and aa id , 

"Jlr . ... ini ater , t here it le. I hos;e you can do aooethlng that 

wi ll stop short or war, b ut it h terribly seri ous . I don' t 

want t o go to 'lfar , and neither do you . /hat about Venezuela? 

But the Pres ident means that you ean ' t have any more land on the 

American continent . Coodbye." t.nd he lett t or Scotland that 

arternoon. ..al l , t hat we.a my r1rat connect i on with Venezuela. 

The othe r e pisode 1a per haps no t e s h istorically im

portant. '.'hen I wss in college , in my senior year, I went 

d o11m with my room• llll te on one or those I 8!1 sorry to asy German 



cruises down throueh the West Indies. And we got down to 

Ce.re.oes nnd s topped there . And m,y room-mate and I went up to 

the clerk ot the hotel and said , "What ' s doing toni~ht? We 

wa.nt to go to a care , eoae place where they have danc i ng."' 

don't know ...nat they \YOuld call it today , but probably a d itter-

ent naoe. 

And t he clerk said, "Oh , you can't do that . You have 

got to go to the opere. . " 

~ room-mate and I sai d , " .'/e d idn ' t come to Caracas 

t o go to the opere . " 

He said , "But you mua t . EYerybody is goina t o the 

opera, they are g 1vJ.na; PagllacoLJ 

<::;i' Well, I had been t o the opera with my mother several 
9s~J ,, 

times, - A I h.o.v't-never heard or PagllaocL 

"But , " he said , "the g reet artist 1a a1ngina . " 

I said, "I don 't care." 

"But , " be said, "it ' s Caruso." 

I said, "I never heard ot him." 

In t.ew Yor k nobody had ever heard or b i.ru, and y et at 

that time Corueo woe considered the greatest tenor in all the 

world, be had sung at Caracas before, in Buenos Aires, i n Rio 

and i n Lima, I think. lie was one ot the g reat a i ngere known to 

all South A.aer loa. 

So because t here wee nowhere alae t o go, we went to 

the opera . And he was perfectly truU'veloua. 

Attar we got back to New York , I tal.ked to aoma or 

m.y c uaical t rlende about Caruso e.nd Pagl 1acc1 , but t hey had. 



never heard or h lm. Years later Caruso was t a..."('en on by the 

1 etro:poll te.n Oper a Company in Ne•., York end of' course beottme t he 

g rea test tenor ot ell tlme . 3ut. I hsv e always said t ha t IU.Y 

r ooa-mat e and I 41acovered ...:8 rueo. (laue;b.t.e r ) 

~o lilt lee. a t I can say t.!lat I have seen \renezuele i 

and ?residant -edina has Dean 1n th• United tatee, I think it 

was tour years a go, and e.t t 11at time be saw the Deginning - 

before we got int.o t he war -- or whet we were prepari ng against. 

I think tllv.t. 1t he will multiply by t en tiltes the pr oJuotlon 

that he sv.w tour yeors ago, he wi .. l have a ver y good idea or 

what ae are do ine now. 

""".1 yet out or w'tat w u e doing now in thi s country 

in the .ey or nr oduction, it ia still literally impossible tor 

us to take a pe.rt of that production to till t he well · mer ited. , 

great essential p lane which Venezuela bee tor the develop:r.ent or 

the future . 'fa haVen ' t got t o tha t tilt& yet, bUt. we tu'O go i ng 

to do it Jun a s 1000 ae our o..n production gets up o l ittle 

beyond our actual needs t or the war . l·~y tbat tloe coma v er y 

soon . 

I have elwaye been interested ln our alster ReJ'IUbl1os , 

tor one reason especially , t r om an historic point ata1o , the t sc t 

that there were two great liber atora -· eaeentiel .. y two -· on 

the who l e ot t h• he~iaphere: our own George .iesbi ng t on, and 

the Venezuelon Bolha.r, who attar ell wee responeible not Qtrely 

tor setting up one Republic but of ma ny ·- Col OIZibla , .lcuodor , 

Peru , ond Bollvlo . Bolivar i s t.oking n il p l a ce in our achool 

books , and 1118 proper !)l ace in hil'ltory . And I wish t'lucb that 



I could go down there and ate the wonder1"ul shrine tbat baa 

been e r ected OYer Bolivar there , beceu.ae it doesn 't bdong Juat 

to Venezuela it belongs to llll the Americas. f:ome day people 

ere going to go there to hie home t own , or his ac tual holltlteed, 

Juat a a much a a thel' come here to "taahlngton or Cou nt Vernon. 

I cen say thie, thet in all these l'88ra, even rrom the 

earll' daya when a thing called the Miranda expedit i on was tit t ed 

out in New York , When we were completely un-neutral, when we 

were trying t.ohelp Venezuela to obtain its own independence 

&c£einat Spain , ell through these yeers, neerly a century and a 

halt now , we ha1"e had en assoc iation , a relationship with 

Venezuela -- and in a good many t~ht fllaces, too -- .. here the 

spirit, the purpose , t he objecthea between our two nations he.ve 

been identicnl. 

And I hope much - - I believe -- that that ralat1onah1p 

1a going to go on through all the years, because the objaotivea 

are identical. 

It i s a •ery ·reat honor , a nd a very great pleasure , 

to be:ve President t.!edina here with ua t.onigbt. i!e knowe the 

United ;:, t atea . I wiah I knew Venezuela ae well. Venezuela tLea 

a great future . It ia a country not only or m.agn.lticent 

resour ces, but a netion which baa done eo magniticently i n eo 

uny ways during i ta v ery long hi story or independence that 

Venezuala1 h gelrtg •o-tre , in the fut ure of the J..merica e , ia 

eoing t o lead a very p aramount role with the Unl ted States. 

And so I think we mii;ht well drink the heslth, ~ 
prosperity e.od. better lrnowledge or a tut.ure day, to President 

r. edioe. 



Although I haYe no anecdote to relate I arpreolate 
d) t h.e friendly and l n torsal l anguage o r President Rooae•elt . 
(( On behalf ot Vene~uele, a "'*'7 dlttlcult •oment ln the 

hletory ot which count ry Prealdent Rooee•elt reotlled, 

~"~~:: ;i.::r··au~ ~~~~~=h~~4 1:u~:r!~1;~~·e!p ~o~o~· 
otter what we cannot tultlll. 

I ve.e J)f'lrtloulsrly interested 1n the PrtA1den t 1 e 
recolleotlon or the role plt~yed by bla brother ln tne 
detenae ot aur Juet ca uee at the t lme or ou r dltrloultlee 
vltn t he Br1thb . I did not ltnov or th la eplaode and I u 

~~=d P~e ~=~t ~~ l~r~~~~~~~f~ ge o~.t~~!~~: l~r!h: • m::O~~. ot 
Prelldent 1 1 halt-brot her. who eened. 1n our Embee17 l n 
London under Ambauador &yard at the tl11e or the Olna1 
note to Lord 5al1ebury. ) h 

VenezuelA le a young country~ ri ch 1n poulbllltleeJ 
end with a noble tradition .. It haa eonEtantly d1e t1nguhhed 
1teelt ln the detenee ot jult caueee, and ln tt;,y l o ve and 
a rrec ti on wh ich 1t baa f or thtt United Stat ee. f( The reaourou 
ot .:t country have b een placed at the dhpoe~l ot t he 
United Natlona. Pollow1 ng: Pearl Harbor, I waa the f1rat 
Preeldent to etate the attitude ot rq COW'It~and to place 
Venezuela e t t he e lde ot the United Statea . rteldent 
Rooanel t hal eloquently eet f o rth h11 wlll gnee a to 
halo ua to d.evalop Venezuela . l w1 ah to a aeur e bl• tt:.t 
Venezuet. ia a country ot attble i netltut i one ready t o 
accep t and t o vel come foreign capital. 

When peace co111e1 , Vennuela il rea4.)' to cont ribute 
to the ! or matio n o r a new "Drld, where natlon a g reat and 
IIIJIII&ll Will liYI 8'1d C:OOp@r&t l together l.n & ~lrl.t or 
equ&llt7 and juet l ce . Ve do not tear the great powe r or 

~~=t~~!t!:ds::!!:?::;~uee wa confide ln J O'..t r ldaala o f 

(Preddent Xedl na tb~~n drank 
Pr elld.ent Rooaevelt. ) 

..... ~1111) 
/'r~u 

to the h .. l th or 
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E 

D EPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

J~tnupry 21, 1941-

rlefe rrlng to your memorAndum or Janu"' ry 20, 

enclose a trsnllatl nn ot ?reel ~ent Me-tUnt.t 1 e 

re~r"' !'ka i:'l :-eapon .. to President Ro'l6,.velt': t o3at 

on the eveninF o!' Janu11ry 19 at the '"hlte House. 

~clo1ure: 
Tra nslation ot Pr~tttdent 

Medlne: 1 a r en=.:lrt.e. 



Reter r 1ns; t o 701.u· •••ot'f'lndua ot Janun•J 20, 

enclon • \renela Uon or ="r••1 dent X.d1n• 1 • 

Nll8rke in reaoonee 'lo P.rea ldeft'l Ro..,.•• •l'l 1 1 t oaet 

oa \be • •en1n.g or J"-nu• r7 19 a t Uae VhUe Mou••· 

tnoloeure: 
Tr,.nal.a\1011 ot Pr.e1dent 

Medina'• reurka. 

PR : SW :IIliX 



Although l have no anecdote t o r elate I a ppreohte 
the f riendly and ln tor mal langu age or PreRldent Roo1evelt. 
On behalf ot' Ven~r.uela , a Yer)' dlt'rloult IDOI!lent ln the 
hlltory or wh lch coun try Pre1ldent Roo 1evelt recalled, 

~n~~~: ;~8 ~:~81Su~ ;;~::~:h~~4 t!u~~r!~1f~~·e;P ~o~ore 
ot't'@r lolha t Ye cannot t'ult1ll. 

1 w 1 rvo rt1cuh r l 7 1nt e r eated in the Pr epl d ent'• 
recollection o r the role pla7~ by hla brother ln t he 
d et'en1e or ou r Juat cauae I t t he time ot our d1ft'1cult1ee 
with the Br1t11b. I did no t £nOW' or t.lo)le ephoda end I u 
glad to ha ve t hh o-ooortunlty or appleudl~ the DU10 r7 or 
the Preddent ' e brother . (Th e r e ter• nce here 1e t o the 
rreddent' • t-.alt- brother, vho eer•ed 1n our ~beeay in 
London und@r Acbe l'laado r 8ttyar4 at the time or the Olney 
not P to Lord Sel1ebury.) 

Ven@zu6a ie a young c ountry rich 1n poa• 1b111t1u 
end with a nobl e traditi on. It baa conetsntly d1et1ngu1ehed 
lt eelt in the det'enee ot Juet caue u and 1n t he l o ve end 
a tt'ectl on vhlch 1t ha• tor the United Stat ea. The reeour oee 
ot II,)' oountry have been plAced at the dlepoeal ot the 
Uni t fld Nat1ona . rouovine: Pear l Harbor I V81 the tlrflt 
r re ,. l d ent t o eta te the a ttitude o r at co untry and to pl ace 
Ven•zuUa at t he 11lde o r the United St at ea. Pr e P14 ent 
Rooee•el t haa eloquently eet t'ort b hll vUllngneea to 
helo Ul to d eveloo Venea.uda. I vlah to &fle ure hi• t bat 
Vene &uela 1a a e ountey ot 1 t 1ble 1net1tut1ona ready to 
mcoeo t a nd t o welcoae foreign capital. 

When P"ICe oo• ee. Vene&uela 1a r .. c!J to oo ntrlbu te 
to t he toru t1on o r 1 nev -.orld where n a tion• great and 
' "•11 vill ll• e ~net OOOPf' r at e together ln a ep lrlt or 
eoualit1 end Ju• t l oe. Ve do not tear the grut power o r 
the United StAte• becauee we confi de in your 1deDll or 
Juetioe end de1D0crao7. 

(Pre• ! dent Yedi na then d rank to the health o r 
Fr u i dent Rooae•eU.) 
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'l'!i.. :'RI. I.>lOf'r: Let o go book to m:J early da.ye. 

want to tall you at two eplaodaa or &7 college day a . I don • t 

thi1.k thia tlrat one baa boon Wl'it ten down, and I don ' t. think 

e·un tbe aoretary or tate .c.oowa 1t.. 

Ia 189) , I t hink 1t •tt.a, Cr oe t ritaln CLtte•pta4 to 

take, in or act by toroa ot area, Vana;:.uolan Gu1an•, in ap1ta 

ot a rath•r woll-aatab.L.iahed bound.ar7 going baok tor aany san-

era tiona. hanoe there ca a alonR a tni n calla4 the Vene zuelan 

a i aode. J.nd in a latter t tla t t~toa •rit.tan, 1 think by ,iaoratar J' 

ot tate 'l nay, but actually .rtttan and elf'ne4 in ita original 

b:' ?reeident CloYela.nd., it "•• tranalated fro• t ne ... tate Depart

Mot to our Ambaaaador i n L,ndon , Thoma a r. Beyard. 

The aoratary or tste ot Poralgn .tta1ra a t tbat 

t.loe in ..nal&nd. waa Lord Salta bury . 7 old. or Mlt-brot.hor waa 

tte Counaelor ot t he ~baaay in London. J.nd. t.n.la letter come 

OYer the ·draa , I &UrJDIIO 1n ooJe, and r.o put it into IDCli ah 

witb hi e ha i r rla i ng a a he t.rana lated it. lt waa Preside nt 

Olevelan4 'a Vanezuolon coaaaaa, Wh i ch in attoot t old Oroat Brlt a ln 

that •he couldn't. he.Yo any •oro terrltorr on t he 1\llarloan con

tinent, 

'"ban t.ba translati on •·•• dona , be t ook i t i n t o bbaaaa-

dor Bayard, and. ••14 , " I llllva •OI:I;athintJ: pr e tty laportant., Ill' . 

A&boe ador, wit.h the tl1root1on the t rou t.eke lt to Lord Wll le-

bury at onoe .. .. 



war between t he United :;tatea and Cr eHt Jo..rlt etn. I will not 

delher i t. 

And ay brother aaid 1 "'Alr . h t baaeo dor, you hd.'fe got t o 

deliver it, i t'• rro~ tho Proa14ent e:1d tbe eor eto.ry or .:.tate . 

You ba't'e sot to del!.'t'er 1t." 

Tho Aaboaaador a aid, '" I •On 1 t delh·er it. I will not 

be r ea pona lble t or a wor between Groot ~rittt1n tt nd tho Un1 t od 

3totae ... 

,'\net llY bro t h er l!ltt.ld to hia , "Ir you <~111 not delher it , 

t will h&1'e to telegraph baok t or 1nat.ruot1ona to t.~1e :oor eu.ry 

or b tate. "flat a:a I 50lng to do?., 

'ell , after lunoh, tl\e Cbaaflodor aent to r 01 brother 

and calJ, "All r 1F,ht . I .dll delher lt. OUt I aa .~olng to 

loove t'or Soot lnnd. thle nttornoon. I 1'1::1 goi ng to a et. out or t he 

wa,y . " 

!:o aura onough 1:..r . Berard want e r owtJ to • •• Lo rd .;ella

burr after lunob -- ar br other "•* atan41oo bao« - - un:t he 

•al.Jcad into Lord Sal1abury'a r'-om at t.l\e l'ore i cn Vttloe aDd aald, 

"Wl' . ll1n1 etur 1 t.hora 1 t 1a. r ho,.o you oan d o aoaeth 1ncs: that 

will otop o bort or war, but it 1B terr ibly sorloua. I don' t 

want t o go to v ur, and ne i t her 4o you. 'Vbat about Venezuela? 

But the Proe14 ent a Mne t hat Jou oan ' t. hrt1'8 •01 sore land on t he 

.AJ=.e.rioan oont1D.ent. Goodbyn. " •nd he ler' t. tor Sootl.n.d t hat 

a.tternoon. "'ell. t. .,at waa •1 tt.ret oooneotitn wlth Vene1ue1a. 

'l'be other ep1aode 11 Jl trba9 • not ae h letor ioolly ica

por te.nt . When I wae in oollege, 1a ay een.lor rear , I went 

down with •1 rooo-c.a. t e on one ot thoee I aa aorr y to aay German 



aruba • dawn tnrout;il t he tle11t L..&!!lea . And w• go t. dao~o to 

car aoaa uDIJ BtOJlJled t bere. And o.y r ooa•JIIUita and 1 went up to 

t.he clark or tile not.• l •nd i•l d , .. ;tha t. ' II ..Jc.ol ug t.on1~ht. '/ •~e 

\<flint. to too t.u o o~~o:a , •CIA ...,aa• .... r6t t.l.w1 !l.I.Y• dauc1ug. ·• 1 

uou • 1. m o.; Cla\. tlHI.i .. oulJ oall 1 t t.<-4"7, but probably t1 d ltt er-

out. nat110 • 

... ud t loff ~~·A': &bl d , "CJto , ;,uu. uen't. (,jo t.hut.. luu. ® Te 

ti<-~1. to so t.o t. ne oporti. " 

....:y ,. o..--w~~ tc:. and I 111old. , "Ia Gl dn ' t. ooa:• ;o Cu1•uau.o 

oi)ere, t.hu;,- w:u " 1' L10 :-~.~tJl.lauoL_:.t 

p,.el l , I !tud. bean t o t no opera ;,~ ttn 'Q¥ QOtbur a n " r o l 

t i.moe. -~ bo\1!-novar hoer c1 or O:agl1uoo1." 

" "But, " llo aa l d , "t.he gr e at art i st 1a 111ns: 1na. " 

I aa1d, • t don ' t care. " 

" But , " ne .ae1c1, " l t' e Cu·uao . " 

I eal d , ~ r navor hMrc1 ot h1•. "' 

In No.'l' York nobody llud evor nurd ot hl.c, G.nd yet u . 

r.bet tb.e Coruao Noe aona1dare4 the gra~~st t61nor lu oll the 

.,.;orld, li.e bad liUQB &t CarlioOGII b.rore , i n Buenoa A1r611l 0 l n Rio 

twd l n Ll.M., I thlnk. lie ..... one or t he srout o lnger • ICDOWD to 

all Soutb /.Ae: l o:l . 

tho opera. And tto fi&G pertootl y t;W.rvllllous . 

A!t.er we got back to New York, I talke c1 to aoa:.a or 

ra:t • uaioal rrl~Mlel.• about. t;aruoo and • Galla ooi, but th•J b.c el 



'• 
nnver henrd. nr h!n. •oern l~ter Ct~ruao -na ta.'ten nn b7 the 

r:otropolt tAn Of'IOrft COC!"C.n.Y in Ne\1 York find ot OOUJ'ae booane tbe 

,;roateet t nnor t)f roll ti!ia. But ! h""" ~:~lwn .. l! l'ln 1'i thl'\t r!:JY 

roo:!;.-.:'l!lte and I di::oavered ' ' , :"'uao. (lau~ter) 

Co "'; loect 1 cnn aay t. .. at I heYe aeon Vene"'uela; 

ftnd Prel'lldent '' f'l"t ~~- hns btle~ 1n t!lt Jolted t a te•, I t h lnk it 

wae t our 1 rLrs o ,--o, ,-::t! et t.,at titD.O he aew t~e b~t~1nn1n~ -

heroro 'o HOt lnt.o th.~ war -- or wnat we •~tare preparing ftga inet. 

I t hi nk trpt 1~ b~ '\ l l ' v.ultlrl~ by ten tL""'fHI the prnduotl on 

t~at ho cow fi?Ur V4'!rll a~o, b.e dJ.l bn• A •ery good ida~ ot 

•Mt ·• are do1t1,( now. 

"Jd vet c· ·: t. or wtlt\t.. """ , ,,. . 1o1n,~ n011t i n t~ltt OO'Jnt ry 

in tl'te •Y ot rrrtduotloa, 11; ill l!ltill llter111lly 1a"oss1ble tor 

ue to teke 1\ ~rt or thot production to rill t he well - mer1te4, 

great ••••nt1al %)laDe "h1ch Venezuol o hf'la tor th& 4evelop::ont ot 

t !le tuture . "• Mvftn't ROt to tt-at tl~.e ret , but we tre going 

to do Jt J~11t •• aoon es our om pr~uctlon get• up • little 

beyond. our Rotual needs tor th& war. lleY thet t1:1e oo=e 'Yir1 

1000. 

t hti'Y e al'wnye been l.ntereatod in our ehtnr Republ ica, 

tor one reo~ton tepeoi ftlly, trnm an hhtorlo point B("ft1n, tbe tact 

t~at there were t "o great l iberators - eaaenti &J 11 t-o - - on 

tr.e whol e or the heatal')here: our o"'" Ceorge Weablns\cn, and 

t~e Ve nezuelan Bo, har, who after ell diJ reapontJble not cwelr 

tor aett1ng up one Republ ic but ot 1".An.7' -- Colo.bJ--, ¥:oua4or , 

Peru, end. BoliVie . UOlJ.,or in tok1ng hil plaoe in our aohool 

booka , and h rroper t)laoe in bht.or1. And I willh m.uoh that 



4. oould go down there and aee t he wondortul ab.rine t bat bu 

oaen ttrooto• over ou·.~ur tt.oru, oeo ... WJ8 t dottt ' t lHiona Jua t 

to Venozuttl lt be vnt;:.'l t o ft~) the ,\m-.J; 10 68. 'OOl-8 dL)' ;.ople 

ure gotne: to tp1 t roe t.o hla l·O....• to.f , nr !a act~&l. hOlo.aa tec.d., 

e. ooa e :-.er& t.o ·a 1 "tS:tO!l or Wou.n" ., r 01.n. 

I oa • .J< t~ ill, t.: •· t ~n .11 \.. ese •·r•, "•;· rroa t he 

eorl .:: <Jt>JI ·• • thin o l lad the Miranda axpod.1t1on wee tlttad. 

out i n lie"' YcrA, tr.ea. we wer• Ot• ·J•ltrt el,t u:; - n utrnl, en ..-e 

:o:o tr,. .. tns toralp Ve"lezuoln to (ibt ain 1t.a otC'I lr111o ent1enoa 

e. ·u i na t oln, t~ll t .r ot.cgn c. eo a w r , •rl. •· oe t.,zo:r en.i a 

a; 1 r1t, t a ""-r a, t:hJ obj ot1Yao between our t'ft. nnti.•n• b£'Ye 

boer. 1Jeut1 on!. 

io~1 I ho. a aucn - I ba.Lla"Ya .... t1£>t t. Jl!l t J;•elu t 1onah1p 

b so lag to o;o on tbrouga aJ.l t .tr. e y .. re, becauaa the obJeothea 

are ldentloal. 

It. 11 a .,ery .;reat. honor, ana a "Yory areat pl Naure, 

to ha.,e ? raalctant Jle41na nero wltn ua t.onf«b t . Ua knolrrte t he 

Un1 ted $ tetae. t wi ah I Kne w Vana~uela aa well. Venezuela hue 

a g reat ruture. I t 1• a oouotry not only ot mogn1t1oent 

r e souroaa , but a ne t1on lldl lon aaa 4one ao ma ·n1t1oeatly i n eo 

&a.ny waye durintt: i t.1 'YOr7 l one n1ator r or independence tbat 

Vaner..tela h ¥D1zv. t o be, i n t be tut ure or tlta J.llerioa e, 1e 

£ 01116 to l ead • .,ery par8CI)unt role wl tb the Un1te4 r tataa. 

J.n d eo 1 t hink we 111 l gh t well dri nk t he heal t h , 

p r oeper1 ty oDd bettor kn owled60 or a tut.ure d ay,., t o Preeldent 

Jo..adloa. 



oould go do"'n thor. and ••• the won~ertul ehrlne tbet baa 

oe• ~reo ted. over 'vlhur tr.eru, beONWJ8 t dottt 't bd&>na J ua t 

to Ve ndz.uul,. Lt. be tmt!,ll t.o .. u tne j\madot~e. • o e duy .,.-uople 

••re (t01D.B 'GO co t. ~ t.o hle t•O•' tO>f.\ 1 o:- 11 ot.w.al hot.oatea d, 

~\i9 t • L U UI e. oo• e .. er• to ·a 1 .o4ton 0.1: lo'oun ;. \1 r Ot. n. 

I oa. ~ t 111, u •·t !a •.11 t ••• et re, ..,.: froa t he 

thin~ o l led the Miranda ezpedlt.lon wae tlttad 

out l n New Yc.r~~., J,,e;, •• we.r• oo t•let el; u::~ -n utrf\1, eu .-~e 

:e:tt t r.;.·ir.g to elp ve~ezuoln t.o ottaln lt.a own 1nd.o endenoe 

a ·ul nst ~ oln, "U t r et.gtl t.ten• _,err , et>rl. u oe t .r.: anJ a 

1 irh., t e ~~ r u•e, tJh, oojeot.1Y eo bet~teen our t (;. nat1 ·n• llr 'Y e 

\Joer 1~e!lt.1 o:U., 

.\!"1-1 Tho e mucn - I beJ.lne -- t~ t r. rat rel u tlonahl p 

h GD1D8 to co on tbrougA ail th e )'Nre, becauae the obJeothee 

are tdentloal. 

It. te a <t er1 .Iii''•" honor, and a •ory great plMeure, 

to heYt r·realoent W.dlna oere wltn u.a tooigbt. i:e kna"' t he 

United ~tfttes. t wteh I Knew Venezuel a ae wel l . Venezuel a twa 

e great future. It le a country not only or magn1t1cent 

reaouroea , but e netlon wbion ''-~1 done eo ma,·n1t1oently in 10 

u.ny • aye d..u-1n~ 1t.a •ory lona; n1atorT or independence t.bat 

Vener..lal.a h MJ)ltv: to be , ln the tut. ure ot the J.aerloaa, 11 

goln.._; to leed. a •er.r parac~Dunt role with the \Jn1ted r. tatae. 

J.nd 110 .I t.hlnit we a 16ht well 4r1nk t be healtb , 

proaper1 ty and bet.t•r knowled6o ot o tut.ure de y 
1 
to Preeldent 

k.edloa. 
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