
Fra nklin D. Roosevelt - " T he G reat Communicator" 

The Master Speech Files, 1898, 1910-1945 

Series 3: "The Four Freedoms" and FOR in World War II 

File No. 151 1 

1944 February 22 

Veto Message for 1944 Tax Bill 



li 

II 

~ki:.~.!~~~~~-":..~.uu.~· 
RUDDI!lolt.hel'r•l.d..,~'•li .. ta.t:tllal~iii~MIIouetot 
1'-"PP'-~.&tt .... . ~ .... ~ ... tt u..:...r.,.... D• u.rct .... t.o 
a""ld~t.,...puhlication, 

:;fiQ>I!»t &W.t 
$o.M:N~ I.ot.'lt Pr .. ldtl"tt 

I~"mt....-!U>,..S.U.O<it •~fiNI.....,.t,K,R.~ , 
.. uu..- • ...., ut t.o fl"'l"'1d4 "",._• ., <1 ror ot...,. JIW'IIOH'I· · 

1 NCJ"M. u..,, 1 tlnd u. _,.._..,. 111 u.e oddrt or Ud• 
.,._~,- t.oMe""'f"fU_. t.odo tAU !11-t.n I "CUd u U.t 
publla inl.-:t.. 

MNO'*-IU .. a,eo,aft..- ........rvJ.~t~otU.t 
r~ .. otU.eJOo.U.oa, l &...:•u.•c .. ~rorl"'f.i~•t.ionto 
....... ~,:l(l0,0000000 OYW" ..><! .0.0.... U.e .Urt~J1c ~ qn.•, 
S1noeu..,,.r.,...,~,..,t1nOW"naUor.alliftbawoul.«<ln 
IIOW\Ctl"\ailll.trutthiiL...,.~ ..,..I....,looo, 

the_..,,...ba'OI't-fi""'''Ir't. l t.Dihcr.&M U..""Uonol 
~~~~ ~tlil.t.ho..,.r'-2,000,000,000. Utu.-.l.l)',lloo,. .. tr,l.ht 
bill !Jo tu nrt nlltllu wiU ..,..lch u. .. 'f'rMw ry b)' loou t han 
tl,ooo,ooo,ooo • 

.1.1 r.tu:bll~, thet'<ltore, 1- "'""("(llcl t.odKide t ll.t.t 
1th ... oll11nooff11Ct1_1.0,...IU.-L.-d, 

Wore-r-cU'leallJ"t.heblll:w-r~"'"• '"JII''"'id'l2•100•000•000 
"'---•· .u. t.'>oo- t•,.. 1t c....,d, 0011. ~~>t-t.ic w..-. 
ln U.e $0e1al S.C=itr taxC..I.C:. •"110l.J t1old f,l,lOO,OOO,OOO. In 
..WlUon lt vant.• Hll•t fT'.:a olld..U.rc """"'"' vlltdl ovllol.d eort U.• 
~&tl.Mul.ll~.{'CQ.'lOO...tr-,;.i<o!;p-11-... 

r.. u.u ,....,..o:t. :.~ u ,_,~ • · ~w "'"'. w;.: ....uet bill. 
pro¥l4111c ...u.r ....... f"llr u... , .. Jr ""'' r,., u .. u-47. 

Th• .u.dr.at.lon or au:t.._ua ~,no-,_, ll"''"ld• in U.. 
blal Stcwi\.7 ~ ""'""" at. a \.~ w on t1 111<11.-1.1'7 and labor .,. bert 
abl• to..tJ>IA \,.,.vl.,.ltocuel.l.lc...._., •• , , Tt,.,.,. aut.moAUc t­
c,_..._....,..~t.a ... ..,\ U... clal-.\.ll~t-b<d.nc bldlt"P 
'CAin-' U.• • od.al - UJ'lt:' t>.wl, $rio ~ po~t. daN not 
".,. .. u., 

TM cl.,.,. l'vlat in;: t.o ,. .. oocoUatJ.ttc; ot •u com.racu 
tweinat•• IJ••rr•...ntr"""(OI.ht1ollll\11.11or.l.t7onfloMh~r)ll\ 
ot tllil 'I•V· 'ltlh • ..,.. Wild ... at U.h u .. M- no por.on un 
at pra~W~\ <101'\a rr.irw lltll\. a r...,cotlaUon tiM lW\ 1110\WI be, 

~ -:cl::e:r~::w!":~~ ;~fp=~:. un:.T-
praa.-t\ Ta C<lu.11. aiat-1 for a ....U, olilf-.t Jlloii'JIH'I onol oloel no\ 
"-"U...~orU..U...t.o...-W•h•Vlo.d, 

!Mb1l.lhr¢- •itiiJI"''¥1aico\aOIIW*Mt-.l,'l &lfonl 
tnd.t .... Uoh or-W priYU..- t.o fa ............ ""' Mt.a ..,.. .... 
,...... .. u for Ul• tu~. ....... tl>lt 1.-.-.;:r '-"' "'" ~1. or 
... Lal lri...U'CVI 1o .... 1-clal ... ion h 1.11 1\Mll ...ttld.-17 .......... w .~-..u.•l.M•ot•.....,."""""""'-"- la 
~u...t..-•• 

I 
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.....,.,. the .. 1,..:W ,nnu.-. &n• 

(1) 1'WT:a1ul..,f<:rC<If'PIINt1...,.~t.I4U.~ 
to 1'1t.t.1JI the lll.cb 1:~UM profit. crl41t Ul4 Cepnotntc:e. l>uu 
1\tn""t.t.bl1 to the .,..,t.rllou.t1..,. or 1toclllo<:U.... vM an 'UII&l.l1 
111111-tet u. U.. ....... p>:..luu ..... 'ftll pr1Y1Uop 1_... to U.. ~1\ 
el'llonolllol41onw!lo,11l.....,_I,M.,.~thelr~lllthe 
1p1111lhU" Mrbt fo r fez 1111 t.bl.n tllelr r- 'NJ.111. It.~ Ol*l 
u.. 4oor to furthr YirarUill proflw 111 \lilt .,.A-\~ of Ole 
IIQOIIH1"'1'14 ~flt I'IICil...., '07 r_...,.hM. oorpontiCM . 

(b) H n:en.tap 4,plotl011 allOVVICU, tUU\IOMbll In V-7 
•••• • &n nov •:~~t«1414 to IIIC'O atrwl'&l• u ... mo\lltw, pow..b, 
fll~per, at.,.., talc, 11rtdoHte, bezlw &114 tpod..-!t. In tb1 cut 
of-oft.btuatnol'&lltbolla.rf'l'o4110t1CIIto.ri1'1f "'"4toctrt.lf7 
\.llltOIIZ'!WitOIItputvuiD141q\IIWfor"'Z'....U. 

(o) "'' 1\I:Mr 1ndl.ll\r7 11 p1no1ttet to t.reet tnc..e fft-. 
\blwtt1111or ts.beT, tf>:l1141111"loott"l.QM1111, ... c.aptul 
p.1Ar'l\blr \!laz>~U.C.... MIIIJ"C"ft'lll4 .. lleToft18er, 
ItllliiJ!tilltt~allooal.4'0et.relte4 .. 1<:f"'PIII40oeretDI'III ,_"""'au .old. nt1 -u _ _... l'lforeaw.tt ..... 

(() 11.\Wil pe pt,.lt:.e - es.p\M rr- U:a • :rc•n 
profiW'I.uvt~JIIIt1flcetloGIIIOI.IAI--1' ..t.ldltd .. tWll 
1"" oll ~tu to nq<>ll\ 11A1lu t.rel-t for Ulllr plpllltwl . 

{1) ec.r.crew &lrltMa - ....,.tet II\ .aJQ~ttft~ll 
oiii\OnlloGoft.bol&XIIIIbet~oGUIIlr&l~tl-tz..cl\1. 

U llu 'bolo wsgoete4 '07 1:.1 U...t I .JI&I&1.4 Sll'l -:;r s.pprcnl 
totllteb!llCDUIIsrom>itl:lathaYII\IIIad.t.IIICon,&rlllfOI'I l oe.f 
of bl'IM to tako caro of tbll ve.r for tb• Mb of tbll an4 1\IOc...Uns 
prli"Not1r4'.e,t ahoul4'0econtent vltbo~lpl.ctofcNIIt.. Id.gbt 
ba'JO 4.- 10 1f I hl4 r.ot mt.e4 that t.lll -.11 p t ooa of CNIIt con· 
ta1M4 IOM¥17 oxtnnoouaiM.lN><I.l'bltMWrl&ll. 

Illrop.t'4tot.M.t.pertoft.btbtl1Vbloll1'1lllt.eltovbo~ 
anobo,)OCtiOMblo t.lll ,,..,_..I, ~ l roepeoU\Ill,J 1\lljiOit to tho 
CclftGr'OIItl:latthOO:U:IMt.lliUC..., ... IlJ'udtlllell.l.I'MlOYII4. 1'1:11 
0111 be ec.oa.pl1al:l4 b)' till po&M&I cf • 1tapll Jot11t RHol11.tl011 enactllll 
t110Mpr"n1110111oftbelo1ll""lob 11>ei"'UUUIII#1M~.Iahou14 
be &1M t.... lPPJ'O"'I ...:to a-.. .... , ft.ll ~4 ,.._.. tJo. pr1n::1p&l 
..........,. f1'0"'ll10111 cr u.e botll vtUiollt u.. "'Joott~l• r-~• 1 
ba ... orltlc!Ud. 

Ill 1110\ller -t ~t rorJIO't \1111 botU -t4411&rJ>01nt 
flll4f1.1l till ,_10111 \&Q&701'1, ....,._Of Ulla, !.mliiOI.IJII<NrMlYOI, 
II 4116pPOIAte4, C«lf''lll4 and. bevtl(orM. 0'1'01' tba proctlcll rN\llt • of 
Wt)'OU''It.lll'blll , 1'bllllalnM ..... II>'t\llaprod.\ICtOf\111a,1.41:1.1lo• 
IIU'IUan. It 1'1•\llto4 rr.:., 1 vt4oept'OI'4 eup.1p baNd 011 Ula 1\tr&e• 
tl" 1lopn or "1'17· 11· 7011· 10"• Jut, 11 voa Mid ..nJ' 7(111'1 "&"in 
\110 SW.t.o or IIOY Yort In r.pr4 to UICI.t - 11QIN'I "YOil don' t P"J' and 
JOIIolon't F"• 

'nll .. tloGvtllr11411711114fl't\an4tlll.tlt!lnotU..fAII.lt 
otUiafrM.I111'7~t thotU.. tne-\IXPII'I1'1&r"'fl.<>o4H 
vttb f- to flU out vllloll an 10 <U;IIfllH \hot'""' Clrttf114 Nblla 
Aoeoo.lll'laZI.ti<:NIIIOtllltorpl'lttbt~~. llo,lthi4-17Ulof.W.td' 
U. Cori&NN of Ole lhlitad S\I.W. 1JI utnc ~ in 4r..rU11& Ula 
lllv v!itoll 110t '""'a 41et1-n ot- a \111M.~ OM Mb ollll'. 

111tAan'le&ZI~-"-,...,.,. .... oflet.oUiat\lll 
live - 1'1Wrlll vtll ... Arlltloolll' llJiipllflad, 'nlll 'bolll 41'111 
IIOtab..,od. U:II.tpr<alal. ltl.,_...u.-tet>rt--•t.op~ 
•liiiPlt.fTlzct~Do~1>7 f11U,.to•~teU.. e.l~not.oi'7 Till· 



u 
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'•l-.rol~tr..I.M1.U.r"OU.Uiot<l~n--anoat. 
U.t ~to. o6 U.. t- acili, U.. bUl """"•Slit Uo• 1'101\0'7 Tu;­
....U• t', t,>1~ ~-... U .. • J.t O'ft<\\1 Gl...lnai.,. -~· .......... \.0 ~ 
.,.cJ.IIllr.t-te;rar..poo. 

the ~.,.tU.«o fll wUH1old1llc "" trt.doaaWd n\.M, 'Oflich 
-..1.4 r.oli...., nUUQw o/ !'<'<>;>l• of u,, talk or fUlrle <~-t,r~l~ 
Cit ea\l.Mt<Od ~.~.-• • Otl&a not. ood<>pl..d. 

1 trut, thar..to,..., thAt t h" COI\fT'IIM o ..CtLr ...U U.O" 
ciUa,t, •W ""' "' <fdclcl.."' u po .. 1bl.oo tor o~i~MUan or 1M 
tax lawt mkh wlll Mkt pouJ.bh tilt tlaplir1~•t1on ol U.t to,.... 
ond •••p.at.au ..... now d. ....... ~w ol t.l•• 1ndlri.dwal ~n. n. ... 
\llCJNI,.""'-rt, now 10111:?'.(:~ 1/'1 '''' ~~t<:r!. -..a wit~ U110 UM\<OA • ar Ulh 
hU.onllu....,rt..e..S,ar•:.o1.1n a.......tt.o""""'lll&l"'raaU>-U<:t. 

ttl• ,........ .. Ud.Ut.:r o6 U... ~- ol \1• Ctlil.ed SUWI 
hW•!"Pl.Y""'"C<nt......._..t otu... l!n.lt.lll$1.doof"'"-.a~. • • u.b 
a4ooqll-'4t .--.._-......tor..,.. u. .. ~. to~ thul ~rt tor 
""' n~u- ~,.., '1.0 hc>W r.,.. ~"' u... tid .. ct ••dal 
rwl..Uoor_..,- t.o ••"'··"'- ,..._ ..... ti~d'l.:t' tor •I"•<D~ or ••11 
tnc-t~'·· 

ln\hl;;int .. ...-t.oft\.IUI~nliiCU.•h- tront, l.tiiM 
~~i:':\oltlf'...t\ntU...dt.,!0(0'1Gt.or:<1 l..,..:>oU...-\to .. ~a1blt 

J 



J&f7 
I rtt..m M~lftth, •lth:~ut Itt approYd , H. ft.~ 

lHCrtt th.t l tinCl tthtCtlllll'Y 1n t heD111ator 

u thtjl\l.bUe lntcortst. 

to r U• $10, ,01l,, OJO, OOO oYer ~~.nd abovt the exlat!n& N'l'tnue 

ayatt;&. tine• thtnp<rr&mspron1nl!'nt 1no\U'n.t.l.ona.l U :• 

n t.l.r*l r.v.r.llll cy • little cvn· 1!! , 000, 000, 000. Act~Yll)' , 



the 1'rniiU'J' at laut 1150,000,000 &at pou 1bl1 -ch ao:ra. 

1n \hla reaped 1~ 11 aot a ~u: 111ll bt,it a t.u rtliat 

1Jfhe el1&1nat1on ot a u.t-Ue lac""' '' pro.,ldH 1.11 \he SoCial 

S.eu.:rl\1 W• e-• at a u .. •h• l&ld.\IUI'1 and labor Ira ban 

lbla tO ldJUt tMatlhll to III.Cb LncriiiU, fblll IUtoMUC 

up 1111n1t tM aocial n cu.r1ty tun4. hch a ponpona~~~ent 

dOll Mt II- •111. 

b1, !lora lllper1anca 11 nlldH. fha torul r1lht o r 1ppeal 

to tha tu. Cou.:rt t.Mt 1a c rantH bJ W• bill 1a an 1llapt 



(b) hrc&tap bpltU~a lllllo-cu, ~oUoN'bh 

lllu:(e&oo, uoD...,nt...S.O '-l'lldlal.uralo&.oYiralC'IO-o-

- ~-·· 1a tho Mil ot - ot W• ablrllllo 

U.. Vor Pr.,U.oa ~ rofuaool u unU, U..t <narN&t 

- tpll.t-.. ~\1 tor_. --.4o. 

(c) ~ l-~11" h•l ... t>7 II poral.Uod. U t .... t t.a• 

- t ... tll.e CIUtlll£ Of tlAMf', 1141'111Uac MlMtlYI locctD£, 

&ooo.phalpl;irot"-t"tha~U.O-. 4•P'Ovor 

-Mllorottlabor,l ;:. .,/'1" /.,,...~ 

~~~l~~. 1."' ' .. ~~ ::~· 'Y~ 
(4) ktlll"llllp.oplp.l Unuou.-;t.O.troatllo o,._ 

..,tel> 111¢.t ... u l..t oil o~h• W r...-n t lal.lu trNt• 

-ttorU:.dr J>I.J>ollneo. 

Hllu bMo:l oQC&OotM~- \Mt I ollnUciYI 11:1' 

...,,OYDJ. W U:lo Ull oa 1:M ~ \Mt U.Ylae ..W U.. Coacrooo 

toralOAiot"tr...S.tot.u.ovo otthlo..,tortlr.o..UotU.II 

..t _..._lac _.u ... , I ~<I M - •t•t otU1o a .all ple<:o 

otoo·~otlt , l a l&llth6"• 4noooltiW110tiiOtM.tllo.ttbo.-..ll 



_, _ 

tr\la'lea•yloao . 

fha b1ll 11 nplete dth provtdona •hlch not on17 

quate- 1n IOC1tio<al r .. ·enuaa. 

J..on4 tnfle special prblle&a• au: 

{a} Penbslon tor corpora U OI'II reorJIInh ed ln bank~ 

for hr h .. Uvn their face 1'alua. It .. ,. OP«< the door 

(b) l'arcantaae oaphtlon all-ancat , qu" tlonable ln 

poteah, tdotpe.r, alee, talc, lepldolU.a, barite aDD apoc!lAeMI . 

ln the ca .. ot - ot theaa alnerala the War ProGIICtlon ~fd 



- 4-

(e) thotluabflr 1nouat.ry h per .t1tteo to tr .. t 1ne0111.e 

thdr plpeltnu . 

eJttenllon of tn. tai suba1d7 on tbelr al.-U contracu. 

ap,.roul to th.h b1ll on the 1round ~t h.n1nc .. ked thl 

aaJo:e or tnla and t uccaealn& cena rat1ona, 1 ahoulcl be content 

lflth a ... u pi ece of crv.at. I •lcht na.-a dona ao 1r I hac 

not not.O that the s;a.aU pteca or cnut contalnll<l so •ny 



... 

oL 
pnttl'1't tbe prlacl ... n••ua• prortl10111t of lhe blll wUboa\ 

t.Dd tdl the u.er1cu ~,..,.~. bur oo• or u-, laolwU.ac ~ 

' .. ..(. 
••1• .. , lf d.UappoUitM, e~c.t'uM,_ b<t'nldfrM, ~. ~ 

....,. onr tbe pn otinl rnult• of~~ tu: b1U. 'fhll ( 

~ WU DOt tbe pro41lo t Of lb.lt .t.d.a1Alftral1oo. U r .. \oll~ 

tav.U ot \M rn.,,\117' Pe,.,....,, \ba:~ ~oOM ~;•n aze 

no.decl with to-. &o tlll CN\ wb.lcb1e1'tA C.rUI1.M Plabllo 



• 41o\1ooai"J or • thooa\l.t'UO et.Q. ulto el .. r, 

notory fu, Por ten ot (Nppi.Qa troa lM tu rollo tbooe 

or ut.t-\M 1Ao:-, • u aot a4opt.M. 

d.eU:Ja, w:1U oot. u 'lllleklJ' o.t>ou11tle tor daplltlcoUoo _. 

..... ot"" tu la•• ~ ..... ~;;u~~'~ ot the to~ 



1be no1p:m11bU1\7 et tt.o ~,... .. ot tll.o lll!.ttM llt.aWI 

11 to 111."l,J t11o11 ll<nntweat of tii.O UD1Wd lu.tu • • a ~1• with 

ld.I CI\Iolta rnM\lCI tor wa r t ,_ oe&4a, t.J pro1'10a t11Ctt.l ~u.pport 

tor t M lhb1U.aaUon pr o1t .u, to bold tlra l lt.1Dat tlla t NI 

of I~M1a.l p:tYUaa .. , ~ t.> aeh1••• rnl 11l!='Ue1t:Y to,. 

aU.ltoo• ot . .. u 1JIIc-~'"'· 

l o t..'• lr.tll"*lt. o! ltr-.r;t.MnlDt t'".r ht.no!l D•••n, 111 

UMI I.AWr.l t ot I PI'MiAI: ;be dq ot Y1atory, l VII lobe 

aarllu t ponlbla action. 
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