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I Juat. want. t.o ·~ a word or t.banka t.o 70u all . 

Thank 70\l tor ll6Tin& ~~ade 1t. •ezy eate end ccmtort.able tor u a 

here tor t.be ,Peat. t ow- wealca. I d1c1n 1 t know there were 1118RY 

ot you here . Sort.e at r ou kept out or algbt. Ter y auooeutully . 

Around the houee down thare , I llad absolute aUenoe, no games 

or oth.er th1J18e going on, You were appareotlr t old to malotain 

absolute a Uaooe while on dut7; and rou did. 

I do wa.nt to aa.y one tblng, a thlog tha t perhaps you 

don•t know. It. ' s a dreadful thing to aa,y in the pr eaaooe at 

these hlgb-ranklns attlcera or the Army and the Nuy , That is, 

the Marine a are -r •ary apeoc 1al outrit, fl.D.d tor a •ary good 

reaaoo too. 

In the laat war, I wa.a Aaai a t.ant Saoretlll'T or t.b.e 

Nu,- . At t hat tlllla, 1n the Na'lly O.pe.rt.eot, tba Saoratarr or 

the Nnr didn ' t he.'lla oha.rge or t be l.la.rioaa. The Aaei ate.nt 

Saoreta.ry did. ADd eo, rrom 191) to 1920 I was 1n oor.p1eta con­

trol or the Marina Cor pa. Tbe Corps grew in tboea da,ya rra.. 

t he enor mous a1ze or about rirtaen tbouaand , aa I reme~~ber , to 

up to a bundred tb.ouaa.nd. 

And now look at it! I waa •erT proud or tb-. then. 

I am still proud or them, I aa a t 111 proud t hat I had charge 

ot the Uarlne Corps tor e ight yaare. I went abroad on a c1ea­

tro,-ar in 1918, and ... a good deal or t.ba tina wor k tbe 
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KArl oea ware dolns 1D l're.noe. Tbet pYa me a TVJ excellent 

reason to be proud or the Karl oea. I aaw thea on the whole 

lengt h ot our line in Nor t.bern Prance. I aaw tbem at Chet.eau 

Thier ry . I aaw the Jle.r i nea up on the Rhine. Att..r t.be well' , 

I went back agai n . And eo, aa you Gan well .1nla61ne , I know 

ac:methlng about t be lo!.arinea. 

I t 1s good to have aetan you down here. I underJJtan4 

aome or you b l!rt'e been OYeraeu. It• a a great ez:perlence aJl1 

t~ you 8ID OYeraeae -- eaat or weat . One thing we didn't 

haTe in France wna tlc.ll:a or oblsaera, 'l'bet ta the onl7 thing 

I ba'fe agalMt south CaroliDil. 

I wlsb I could ba•e 8t8J'Od longer . I hope nerJtblng 

s oee all right r r om now on. Can ' t. promise JOU when the we.r 

wi ll end , but we el.l b ope i t will be eoon . 

Good luck: to you all. 

(report.ect bJ 1f. w. 1Ugdoo , Ll eut ( Jg) USN) 



PiU.Sl DtlfT' S TAUt TO IURLIU=. WARD Dt.TACHlWIT AT • OOBCAW•, 
SA"ruRDAY, :UY 6th, 1944, 7:35 P••· 

I jun. want to 111 1 word of th&nka to 'fO'Y all. Thank t ow for MYina 
ude it "*"1 a..re arw coa.tor~.oable tor ua har e for tM put towr .. ekl. I 
d1¢n ' t tno. there were a&n7 or you here . ZoM or you kept out ot d&ht 
•er1 eucceu t'Ul.lr. AroW'Id t t-.e boWie d.o-n t M r e 1 had abtlolut.e dlence. 
No i(U&I or othtr thln,a jlOing on . You • e re &ppt.TIIIlt.lJ' tola to Minl.oain 
a~olute d l 111ce while on duty. And you did . 

1 do want to 117 one t~. A tkilt; thl&t. porhapa~ you oon 1t tn<»o . lt'1 

• dreadf'ul tM .. '"II to 117 1n the preaeoce of t ha .. M o.h r ankin& otr1cere or 
t ha ~ llld the NIY)' · That t.B , tne ikrlnea an ay Yet7 IPf!CLal outfit . 
And for • ••t7 ;ood r.uon too. ll1 \.be lut •• r I au Uaiat.Mt S.01'11Ur7 
or Lhe H•.,- . At ttw.t tiM 1n the 1:1•.,- Dcpt.rt.Aent the :::ecret.&ry ot t.bCI :ie.,­
d1dn 't bl•• cherga ot t.he 14&rinll. TM .Uib\&nt hecret&J7 old. o\l'ld ao , 
tt-o. 191.3 to 1920 1 ' " in cogplet.. cont.l"'l of the Mu-'1."-'1e Cor". Tbe Corp~ 
c:r•• 1D. tbosa dafs troa the eDOl'WIUI the or abou.t 15,000, •• I ~ber, 

to up to 100,000 . AAd n<»o look at 1tl I • •• "'1'1 proud. of u- tMn, I 
.. atill proud or the~~. I a.a ~<till proud t.hvt I htd charge or the llarine 
Cor~ for eight. :run. 1 .. en.t abro.ul on 1 d .. troyer in 1918 , ::.aw 1 
iood deal or t he fine work the W.rines were doing 1n f'rc.nce . That ''"' 111 
a "'1'1 excellll'lt reoaon to be proud of t he lle.rines . 1 £U' thM 011 t.M 
•hole leneth of our line in Northom. Ft"ance , I , . .. ti\ol11 a t Chlt.e•u Thierry, 
I ' '" the Marinn up on t be F.h1ne. .Ut. .. r the war I went beck &Kii.n o l.nd eo, 
II you Clll weU laa~ine, I lmolr SOillt.hini about U:.e llu-i.niJ , 

It ls iood to ..._.,, aecm ;you down t:ere . I uodu .. t.and 110111 of 701.1 ba•e 
bce:a o•erseu. It•a • i"&t exper111'1ce 1r1.1 t.i.M 1ou •o o••n ... - ... tor 
••a t . Oae thin.: • • o.lldn 't baYI 1n france waa tlckc or Clliken. 'n-'.et la 
the onl7 thlnl 1 baYI •i&i.tls t South CaroJ.iM.. I t~lsh 1 could ht.•• all)'ld 
lon&er. I bope •••r1thi::J&: ~~:oes .J.l ri&ht fn. no. oa . Can't pr'Oidn 7ou 
when t t\e wa r will end , but " ' all hope 1t •ilt bt 110Ga. 

Cood luck to 10U au. 

r..por14d b,-

•uuu 11 . Rigdon , 
J..hut(Jc) , U.S.N. 
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