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There are many t hingll which wa have learned i n this war . 

A.aong the 1110&t important are those which we have learne4 throU&h 

our Sell!ctive Service 5)'atea about the bealth and educatt on or the 

youth ot our nat ion . we have found tha t a:~.ong tho!le enained !or 

aelactive service d,C can be claued as illit erate; and that 4~ 

<:. ot all recist r a.nts for aelectho serYice have not gone beyond an 

elementary school education , 

That is why this conrerence on Rural Education auw:es auch 

1rea t l.:.porUnce 1n our pla~ tor the future. For while we plan 

t or the welfare or our returning veterans f1r$t , and tor the 

continued pros~rtty of our war wor kers , we must abo lay plana 

f or the peacet1D'.e e s t llbliehcent or our educational system on a 

better b&sia than we have ever Mo•n before. 
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Thou should be the a:oals or this corucrence on Rural Education. 

P.ur11l teachina:, countey t eachinl , the t eaching 11ven 1n the 

small schools a t t he farm cross-r oads and in the little vlllagea 

~ towns has played a 1reat~r part in American history than any 

other kind or education. 

The American form or covcrncent •at; conceived and creo.ted by 

men .oat o r whem had been taught 1n country school&. 

Country schools prepared J..cler1cans tor tbe t ask or usterinl$ 

t his continent. 

Country schools trained a gre11t proportion or tbe boys who 

to~t tbe early AMri ca.n wars . 

Country school!! trained millions or t hose who are f1! ht1ng 

thb 1reatest or A.llerican wars t oday . They will pby their 

tre::tennoull part 1n the crea tion of the American t'uture t o wh.icb 

t he ci Uzen~ of this country are co111111.itted i n their hearts and 

souls. 

C') It 1a f or all or us JJtte ricnns t o see tt.at the buildillb or that. 

tuture d.oe!l not lag becauae t.he coWltry schools are wit hout. t he 

•ean& to carry on thei r euent1al work. 
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The tull attenc!ance at this Conrercnce and the asenda which 

it has before 1t 1ncUcate the special attention trb.ich •1.u::t be 

given to the pr oblema or the education of tha t half or our chila.r en 

and JOUth who live on the rar::~.s and 1n the v111.a1es . So rar as 

school oppol't:mitias are eoncor:ted, these chUctren hl.Ya 3lways 

been, a.o.d s til l are, the least prlvllna:ed 1n t ho nation . we are 

JU5tU'1ably pr oud ot the splendid, !lodern school:s 1n our cities 

and t:>wno . we caunot be pr.:~ud or t he tact t h!lt ~or our r-ar :1l 

scbool11, p&rtlcul&.rly during these year!l or war , h 'lve been sadly 

n eslected . 

wtthln ono school 'J83r arter Pearl Harbor, :sev?r~l thou~anct 

rur:.l school:> h!ld been olo.·~d because t 3'lchers could not be rouno 

t or t !le:.. one or the le'ld~ tar:~~ papers recent !y rep<.lrted t:ut 

1n one ;,griettltural st.lte or the 1111d.west, :teerly a t hird or t~ 

t oachers 1n one-rao!ll school!1 '\re naw per5on5 holdl.n~& only emergency 

ltett.'l.ses t:~ t ueh# &::~d nearly 300 sehoob race t~ts co:~~ school 

(} ye:tr without a teacher. 



c 

- 4 -

The b&s1c r""~on tor thill a lt.".l.!l t!M. is s i m,1lo . we all know 

w!lat tt i s . It i s not p3.trtotb:a alo.1o t h!l. t has bkon teachers 

out of Cle cla.nr:.Ms. Ko!:t or the:~ sa,ly cannot arrord to t •neh 

1n r.1r.o.l !lchools . 

Tbe J)resent .l.var.:.c:e snla.ry h le:u t!lsn $1000 a yea r o~ so!lle 

UlA.r1e3 go u low as $300. Tl\a t l s Jus t too S!Dall b"/ any decent 

st:i.ndard . Only the sel!'- saerttle ln; dav'ltl..,n or t oachers who pu't 

t :,cL:- dut1 t:t tnei ... schools before their e ons l d er :ttion or t!te:~solv.o:ts 

perolts the children of many Ameriea.n s chool districts to get t he 

edJ.c'iti-ln b which all Aoer 1can3 are entitled . 

Fr"i.'lklJ~ the chief pr oblea or r:.~ral a:iucatL-.>n h t he ;Jl'Jble!S 

of doltJ.r s ani! ceut.s. You and I :mow t hat . we lmo" also t"' t 1n 

vary mnny casu tne proble::a ennnot ~ sol..-"d by incrouinl! the 

l ocl\l tues becnu.so tho taxable values are j ust not t tlllre . 

I h&ve point od o ut before th!i.t t he sap bet'A'eon ectueat1:l:\al 

sta..'ld~t.Mls in the r i cher coe;.awtitles and those 1n the poorer eom..l'W11t 1et 

is fAr greate r t oday t han lt •as 100 year s ago. 

We must find the means or elos.t.ng th!.t gap - - by r aising the 

standards 1n the poorer eo::uun1t1es. 
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I believo that t Oe federal ~~;ovarnment should renctor rinanclal 

aid where Lt is needed, ana only wheru it is needed -- i n com:mmlttes 

where far;ains do.s not ,a.y 1 ~here lartd wlues have depreciated 

t hrough eroal.)n o r t hrouch flood. or drought, where Industries have 

moved away , "hare t r<;.nspor t t'aclt lties are inadequ..lte or where 

electricit y is wtavatlable tor power and l1Jbt . 

SUch ;:over aent !1na.nc1al aid should never involve IOV8!"JU~ent 

lntert'ero:~ce with state and local ad:~lnhtr•tl;)"l and contr'll. I t 

mu!lt pure ly a nd st.:aply provide t he JUAr.mt ee that this country 1s 

J r eat en~U&h to 11ve to all or tu childr an the righ.t to a !rae 

educatt.m . 

Cl osuly r ala ted to thb •hole pr oble:a 1s t ile quastilln o r t he 

tteo. lt~ of our you.ng people. 

Here aaaln we can."'lot bo~st of our p&rt 1n this war wi thout 

a reeling of JL11lt -- tor about 40:' or all :nea who were e:u.o1ned 

had t:. be reJected t or m111t.Ary ser vice tor physi cal or 11ental 
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We cannot be sati :!I Cied with the state of this na tion if a 

lar;e percentage or our children ara not be1.ng &:1ven tht opportunity 

to achieve aood aduellti on and good benlth. 

I believe tho.t our educators - - t !lose who are close t o our 

children -- l'lhould cons ider t:,.ese t ·wo prllble;as t ogeber . I believe 

t hat tro.o such eonte r enees as this one lt'O !IIAY produce constr.u:tive 

plans look..LnJ toword substantial UprovMent 1n our Ataerl can stanear<1 

or llvt.ng. And. tha t :~eans bettor productL.m, bett9r clothes , better 

rood, bette r housing, more recreati on , more enjoyrJHMt ot l l r f'! . These 

t hings do not co::uJ tr03 wish!\1.1 t ninldnc - - t hey co::~o rroa hard woT'i.': 

and r ealistic tnl.nking by t:"'ose whG are s ince relJ d evot ed t o the 

solutit)..TJ. or thestt pr oble:u: . 

We do n 11t pr et end that we Ckn r each our go&lll overJaislu. 

but 1! we seek the:~~ day 1n and day out, we !113.y 1n our own lives 

tAke our rural *'-ueatlo!l.al sys teo. aut o r what was ealled, onee upon 

a tUe, the horse and buggy age . 
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Your Conference this yenr has 11et a t a t1eae when the rorces 

or evil have their backs to the wall -- at a time when ell the 

c1v1 Uz&d worla t s IDOro than ever deten1ned t hat such wars cannot, 

will not, happen again. 

J othlng can provide a stronger bulwark in this deter!lllnatlon 

1n the years to eocae than &n educated, enlight ened and tolerant 

citizenry, equii'lped with the ar:aed roroe necessary to s top aggression 

and warfare. 

To you of this Confel"enco, and to all similar Groups 

devot~d to the Clluse or a bette r America, the nation will took ror 

advice and suid&nce as, L"l democratic rashlon, i t works out its 

design ror the t'llture. 
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Anc! I alwAY I! re:!ltTber, a r r a t many "JPII rl! ago, when 

1 wtu down l n Geor~lo., the t'1ret yetu• I wns tl-.ere, a l tt l nr: on 

the r>arch", ana ,. youm• ~.an cture uo tl'lc!d:.t ne hlr cap, And t:.e 

ssl~ . • M·. Roo .. vel t , - :tAY 1 !"oeak to you'?• /R.nc. 1 8810, 

•Yes, co-e u,,• /fAntJ. r.e esid, •kr. Roo£evelt, we a re t.avlnP: 

co,;;.ence:t"r.t ln our trhool -- c:e~tlon1n ":tttte vlll" e 8 tnt 

• lle e awny -- flllid ! WOJ.l G lHte to he.ve you cot:.e over llnY Neent t;L. 
'-l plomae next .'.;eoneedtl;,r . • /Anti. I e111d, •! VOJ.1.d bf' ~·ery ..;l11d to 

Co lt. lo'hat. ore you? Are yo;.~ the - - thP orr ,o1Cent or the e r ad

uatlnt> claaa?• /£..1! i".e eal d , • :;o, ~1r. l am -- I ~~~ tr.e :r1ncl'lal 

ot the •c~ol. • (lau:,.htar) /fAne! I eal,, •H.ow ol~ art' ;oo1.:? • /He 
aalC. •t as nl ne t eer. , rlr.• /1? P,.,l,, •EAve ;to;;. :..een to co~!e_et• 

/f• o"r .. Yea, r lr. I ~.I've haG ont> :oornr at tt.t- Urt'1verc:1ty or ~~ori lO 
I a;r. t akl n& thl e ye"r ~ut for enou ·h ~::or.ey to ~·o ~oack for a 

eecor.d year at the Un1ve r f'1ty . • J/t.r.f.. I !'Ald, •How :tuch nre you 

~·e;t1nr Af' '?r1nc1~1?• /f.oh, • t.t> rille!, • I u r:ett1r.: foLir 

r.ur.C!re-d 'ol:.11.ra a ]eRr. • fine t:.At -!:~·· hrG '!5~ ounU" ;.m4tr hl "'. 
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'ftlo tolla111:1,o ... ~<II t.M frul4~m., toM 41>11.,.1'101 • 
&t.lk•~tolblnt>efor.I.MConta,......oti\tzoali.dll
t.ton, ;lJ.,.T !1<. lCti t, ·~··n~- -~l'i Wlt.U r.t.....:t. 

r.rtu .. t.o eau.1...,~ ot o.ll .-.paper• -..~n~ on ~ .. 
UN1"4 ··cr """1.~~ Tll.l.' 41~ ~ .:,~ . , J;,J , '; ,, Clotabu t, :.::·e-:::t!::.:dMH o.ppl!Q 1.0 rdlo t.M-m• ancl 

n.no U'CL.T 
~:N'-'7\.o \.Mf>redd.,t 

Tbi!"'I,._,J'\.hln:=" 'hlcll•"•"'-l .. tt.edlA\bb-.. 

,\;,;clft;. tllll =-t ~\lat. &."II """"""'"':' ... l>l.ft 1Mmed Uu'Gip 
..,. .oel...,t,;.,. ,..rrt,., ~ .. ~ &._\ t..,. ~1."1- odtoce.Uon ot u.t 
roo:t.llofar ... UOII. ~tll .. t.....St'•n-... llloOiaUZilioldtor 
ul..,t -., ""ic- 4f,:: ~ too eta....t u lllU..tftt..eJ Md U>&t. 40" .. 
ot llll N4'•~u tar Hl.l~'·'" nl"'tka ha~ 110\ ~ toeTord M 
oll~t.&r)"ac~no:osua-.. 

"""" U wll)-t.-J.t ~eru-cr- c.o >Uulla\leauon u .... , •uch 
~""'" ~n 11'1 o..r ~l&Min. tor t.ht f'IIWtw , FO!' .,_Ue "pl,l.n 
w uv •~l rare or .., .. reu.mill~ .... ~..~ ..... ttr·u, aud tOft' t.N 

CO<.U.._.j , rQIII)'IrUy ot our wv ~w. , WI' -t. a~o 1-.y pl&M 
'"" the puo.u~ ••t..Joll~t. of wr tlllo&Uonlll &)'llt.a on a 

t rbal!.l~wt ... ftl'f&r.o<n-.JN(ON , 

!» ;..rte"" r .... c! '""''"'-• t.- c-ho.t- c:rq.t,.d. b:J 
- aon ol :h .. !Ia,- ~.t. l: ownt.ry .-oola. 

t.o....~\..,.~,.,..~J-.rtu ... r ... t.h:IU.Ckol~izle 
t.bco.t.~.t. 

·_,t:r-y od!<><:>\1 \..-...i,.d • v-t oro,ort1on ot t M bo:ro who 
£011 t u....-.rl¥~1em .... a . 

•;o..ntf71choohtr.Unodll1111-ottl\onwho • ,ti..F t!Z1,1 
t.'lla:r.•t...atof~ic.nw.,.. \.Q!.I,I' , fM1w11lplayt.bo1r 
...._.,·...,a put lr. t.11a creauon cr t.11t *rtoM Ill tw-o t.o wll1oh 
!::~:u~ .. ,or 1..'1Ueo..r.t..,.aracono1tt.«< \II t.hltr hMrt.land 

a u for ill.or ua "'-'1...,.• t.o - tNt U.. boUdint~ of U..\ 
i\;WN 1on DO\ l.A; - t1w OQmb'J MMoob .,.. w:h,,_t t.hl 
- \o "'"':T7 on tloir aua~tW -":. 
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..... ......J.IIOioool.l, J~.Ht.n&lar17_.llle u.... ,._.or .... , ..... 
"- M4l7 MCllet.lt. 

Vtt.llla- oollool,.... an- ,_..1 ..._., -ra1 
U>oa.Mnd.....alKiioollhool"-olOI*l'Mc> .... t.IMIIon~Z>Ot 
MfOW>ol.fortl'lla. OMotU..l....Unsf..,..,..,.,..HC..,tll 
roport.o4 U.et In- .,_o..tt.\1:1'&1 1tato of U.O N4voet, Dlll'l¥ 
a llllr4 ot t111 t.IM~It'l ~ --~ ocbooll- nov Pll'._ bol4-
I"C onl.J -&IM7 uo-• to totcll, M4 nevl7 8oo ocboolo f...., 
Ulu~..aoolJMr"ltboute.t.~eebor. 

n. 1>uto ,..._ ft:rl' t.bll elt.wt.ttOD h o~ll. 1olo 
.Uboc:w..-tltll, tt.lonot.po.U'ioti_al_U..tboe.lt..tlc 

~...tot U. ll.w-. -tot U... •IJII!ol7 c
IOI'fol"'ltot.llelola......J.IIOioool.l. 

ftl ,.._,, ......... ll.l&r7111- U.INitlOOO•JMr 
--- Mlarl" F Ml""u t»::. n.t II ,_,.t too -ubJ 
UIJ'41ceD1.1\&Ddar4. 0ftl,JU.. .. l1'-MCrlf1oiQ1411otloooof 
toocto.revboputU..Irolut,rtoU..lrocllooli'MfOI'IUielrc«<ll4-
oratlooo to£ t.b~l~ po.noltl C.O chUar. of.....,. -rio.., ocbool 
41ot.rlchto pttlM14~~eatioatovlllcll&llJIIoor1.._ .... ontltll4. 

rr.N:J.7,U..oltt-tproltl•r>fr.IN114-t10DIIU.0 
proltl•r>f41>ll_IUIII._t.l . TO\I...S.JtDootUII.t. 'illtncntaloo 
Ulat Ull'ft')'_,- U.O prolt,J.a-=-t M tolM b7 U.Oroulqg 
u.o local t.uoe ....,_ u.. taaPlo> n.l- - Jut ""'t tlllro. 

t ... Y'O ,OilOt.ool 0111. 1>ofON U.t U.0 ... 'Mot- t41ocat.lallll.l. 
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tl,.,.,.,le.la14vhorelt.lo~,Wonl.Jvho"lt1e....uol.--

1n -u .. ""-re fanolftl 4oeo not..,.,,""-" l.U¥1. nl- "" 
UpNclotK U.I"'OI&ff lr<>IIOD or U.ro..p fl.oo4 or trovcbt, -" 
I..SW.t.rl .. l>a¥1 "'"""' ~' _.,. U'IM»or\. t'Milltl .. - l,.u.q,..t.o <W,...... el.Kt.rlot\7 u ..n.t~ll tor .-r lll>i Utn. 

-.o~~...--tt~le.l atf..eow.4l!ll"fWIIITOl¥1 ......... -
_, ~~- "'~ l't.lt.llll4 1>xe.1 ldll1111ort.re.Uooo ...t -""'l· 
u -t ,......,. - ·~b' )lr'OT14e u.. -"" t.lle.t ~~· -U7 
~!.,~ t.op ... toe.Uot U.• elltur. ~~ rl•t 1.01 t'rM 

Cl_l.y ... lati41.0U.Uvbol1pr«<l-1e\N,_t1oooof 
U.o bclalU.ofaur:JOWIIpeoplo , 

liol"o41C"ln vocamot'bout. ofOII.Z'por\lntlll1VV vl\bou.t 
e.toolltlt\ ot,..Ul\ --fOil' ~t'ot.ot all- vbo.....,. ouatoo4 
~~ re~\14 tor a1U\.u7 _...lo:o for Jlbl•l"' or ... w 
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Jol ccmH M aa~arw nu. u. t\IIU or UlU ""'u"" 1t 
• l.l.ra:t :>t.--ta;t of OW' ebW ... - 1'01. ...., P- u. OjlpOI'
tunltFto&chl.ntoocl .... c.aUOI!Ianodt;oo:IM&lth. 

I bello'" U.t OW'edltc&\oart- ~-oart ~- toGW" 
oM.ld.Nfl. - abwH conn:ler ~._ .. t.ooo pMl- !.OCtU..r . t bdtaft 
~o..-.t fl'OU 111cl ca.ttNnCu ... thh - .. M7 prubct oonnnocth• 
plMtlook~ tOI<U18Ubot.arttW~-tilla.r"-ri.,.,tt.andard 

otlhll;t;. ""4t.N.t.MIN bHWorpr«<uc\-lon, botwrelo-.n..•, b.tt.<tr 
too;!, bot-.r hw:ino;, .,,.. N<:,....Uon, -. nj~t. or UCt . Then 
t.•ln.t <lo '"" c- tr<a•~tul U.ttlk1:11- U.y e- r .... lll.rd OfOrk 
Md. rnlUUc t.'Unlr:illc bJ' t.bo .. who art tirlotrdJ' dt'f<IW<i to ltlt 
aoLti,.,otU.. .. Frol>J.oN, 

to.\ II" ::.:•= ::;~ -~~;--o:': =-~ ~ ~~:..~r'.-.?\ 
t.ta _. Nnl tdu.c.u-1 17&"~ o.ot or wt.\- cilltld, _.-
1 U•, U. barn L"llll mc.r a.l:'l• 

I....- eonr • ...,.., u--Ja ,. ... .,., .. , at• U••'-' tht r....,., 
o• nil r. .... L'>d.r b&<:B 1.0 ~... .. .....,_1 -at. a u .. 'Obao all u. 
C1'11.Uwd -..rld a _... U.. .,... oMu .. tnaS u ... ·. ~ •an c.,_-oot, 
wUl nOI., blp~ ap!l:. 

Jiot'W>J c .... p~dt a l t i"'nl'lr b\IIIIN"k 1.11 ~"dt <Mt.era!M
Uon U. U•:part t.o c- u.t> 11'1 Nllca!Aod, ~ft11,;l'lt.lr>Kr.d tol.3rant 
~u!:;Z;..~i;:.,.~ -.su. u.. ..... t<N• ..... ,...,.to • top ~ton 

1'oywc.tthi.ICanftNnet1 11'1dto1Udodlar~dc>

"~ to '""" c ..... , or a biOUr ..._rl.t.i, ~~ MUon wW loo~ tor &<1 -

;~·~:.l.~,!";,.c• •~, in 4erocN~ tuhlon, aworkll ""'~ 1u 4nl.o'l 



I\ h&U&&tplu...,.. t.oiM" 
lkNH apin. At I polnl.4od eM. t.o ;>011 
b&U,_,.tJCO-t.&ld.llept.M.lll&oont tofU..Int~m&U~ 
LN>w er,...u..uon h not. • ..... aper1. , tor ... 1 t.n pl'1dl u. tlla 
het U...t I ... pctduld to pl.q a in U.. tlno\. eon!-• ot 
u.. Or,.,U.tl<a \hat ... hd.d ~~- in .... lllt;l.oolln 1919. 

noo.. ..... indeoodtiTlJic""" ..... t.rt••""in191;.1 . 
till tat• ot Ul& t .... ~l• ot u.o lN .. ,ld 11unc in U• b&lM.::c. 
J&t -.t.th ttw ~"""«"aid to .... '-\ II&Yo&l._,. dl&ra:t•Uid U.1 
lnt.....t."-1. Labor Or~&niuUon, • •• rwp,.._uw,.,., ot ,_ ....... u , 
_....,,tr>d~<t"'t'•"-''t.Mbol<lrlo to-.toe&U>ert,.,.IJ.l 
p.11.toiU....,rl.dt.oto....U.tlpl•· torr•OI\IItNCU<a. 

Ioo.>h&YObHni:IHI.ingin hUod•l!)hia-n, .,.,..hlurlr -t 
tlx!.J"-&J.cht J'O&rt &IJI, Ul• h.t.h~rt f Ulh l<&p>bUc artu.d etr'l.ain 
\Nt.ht tobe.-lr......,I.Cont , Tll"l .1:l&rwdU~\IIItCIICOUMrUI1qjtiJ.l 
..,....,ftOIIItdb:rtJ<tirl:r .. tor Ul~•rt.oiniNU&I'I&blt ri&htl, 
-,. t.h• W•, Uboo11.7, and Ul 1'\:r<JIJ.t ot Mt¥>Pinc ... ln U..H 
wordt &rl -.,,...,-.! U... abl.<lil'f' I'POh ot Ill poooplu 1.llbllld dt.h U. 
ld-.ltoltr~td,. &ndd-rac::r. 

tblt>a:larat1CinwtU.dt ha.,..t-at-tini'!!Uiod.~Ji>la 

~ ..U ac.,.ln • &11\U.u 11 n.canc... 1n lt 10" """' ....rn....t 
prWJ,jol•• wiUdt ..-. tJ~,o _, &1 ""'-l-olrb or uv ,.. ........ t .....,,, 
lliU. t.ht ._..tine: ..... of .ad> - U.. r.-.ol\0\.lon in truwport.atlon, 
U h ••ll ~ U.. -ld ~~~oo; <1 I'«<CJ8'1M tM ....._al prind.ph 
ot 704" .,..,l&ra\loou ·~ .,. •~•UW\M • ........ t.o p..,.. 
ptrltre...,..........., n>hpr 1.plthtF1d&toiJ.l 01'...-tnu:,.._ 
Mt"-1 ec.......tc <lellbo<n.U • 

touii&Y.o&ltir-..i 
...U..O.in« - IIP1r1tll&l ...,, w.ltr -.dlHIINI ot r,..--
dt.&nlt7-llndtre01><11t1.,. ~at•lll'it:ra'ldopport....Ut:r, 
11'1• at.~\ ot tm.c ccndi 1IINI ~n oon.tUt~ot• • .,.,tral &a ot 
n&t1onaJ.- in\am&ti~ lq. lndMd1 \hi "'O'U\1nttt ond IIOOCUI 
ot lnl ...... Uon&l J)Ollcht •W bl -l'\ll"<ood in tho tlit lll't b7 U.• Qt
to •hich t.M:r pr<r~ot.~ til.> ed\1-t ol U.h ft , 

fOIII'O.:hratlontiDI"J)I.htupir•Uoruotan.pochwhich 
ht Ia-. t •o world •uo. I contl<Mitl,:r b"U'""" tiMt I'IIWN 1-r .. 
Uont•llllookb.ck~itual""'*-rkln•orl<IU.ll'lldn&. 1 • 
&J.Wto ...... thh~trotil!Uirtlnf:lu.,...,uu"" .... "" 
blbalt ot\.htl-"lt.t>IISW.~.<o~ , 1 t rutt, a1110, t._t•1U.ina ot.onu .. 
lU tpecUto \- will be tllol.....,N"\.Idll Wor..ol b7 all ot u,, 
thltt<lhtiont. 
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tllaNotU.e frllit.orpr<~~ ..... , to aU, Lllt•• te,.ionor eocial 
t.olll'i\7, tiM ....,ocnition of U!.e rtlht or ooU.otbe barplniltc, 
pi'O'tiaion!crchilcl .. lltNandUI& ... IIrwiOeOtedeq,.W.~&-
UOOI&l and -•Uonal cpportunitiu. lt •1U H )'Dill' N•pondbill\7 

~r::ot!:.:r:Jb!;::-;r:: !!':t~~~~"'wution- ~.tt ...... p 

Wl.U. vaat et.•..,_ 7011 ll.t." ..... uMd !.hat U.•• eocl.&l 
objectl"' earnn.llettt.ined and .....,oi'Wdritho\R. & h1&11lt¥Wlo! 
-till ~Cet;tldt,r. 1'011b.t..., NO~e .. rt .. o!eco~c 
J»llc:a, Will ""*~• •lD*I t<.. tor1tc abcnot a -wri&.l 
_.., whlch orU.l aloe it po:aUll• to L.&iM.t.1.a ~. 

1'011 bt. ... a:L.•Ucl,r _ ""'16.>dlori.Mt'li...U.er...,~t 

and l"'ffrpn.l.uUon ot t. ... tnt..r -.u"'"'. l..llor Orpntullon 1t•ll 
eo \Not 1t...,. be~ and •t,..~ to r canytrw- out u.. .. 

. -1alobj<tctl ... e , atldat u....,..t:.r...1nt .. rat.odonaeooperaU• • -.h wlUI ..,.w-r ,.. l.Atemu~ &of'lftq or apnet" ..., 
c,..ted tw u.. Urdt.l L.u .... . 'lh1a to,. an &al .. ble pau.em 
torfo~t1.,.cer1.&Ui atpeetoootUiepeet;e, lwanttoUauNJ'CN 
U\e.li.MtOowt,..ntwWdo e'"ry\1\l._lnll.tp:III'N'\0-U...t 
the prortd..,. for the att.ei iiMnt of Ule" -1&1 ...:1 4bor 
obJectl.•tttka.llbeinol!Jdod. 

'!he poople of Ult oc:c~pl.ed CIOWitriu AN 11'1 c& .. p aufhr-
11\r. '!heir NPNMnt&UVtl hoo.vt .,.....s llj)On Ul& aoc:ial obJeellvu 
and.O~poUCUIJ'OIIh&ve .. tforl.tt, ItNftUl&ti.Mt•rt<t 
Ult btl'~tncota,_&ndbtthr<l:qo, aparlo<lothopelor •t.riaJ 
ecafort, to r -llri.t,r&nd !<n' tp:l.rl.~landpeNonal.......,lo-t, 
for all Ulo11 l'""'f'f ,_ •ufl•rtnc 10 10,..17 llftdoor the ""1 et U.. 
opprueer. 1ht UN.t.e<l kU- wlll bt dltt<ortiMd \Not ill W 
oppre ... 4 or the oarUI &&U be lncloD<I in u.. .. -w obJgettvn. 

1 _,t tD otfc.r -""' CIO~~VStl&l&ti- \0 thOle ot :r- IIIIo 
havo partietpa.tedl"-I.Mteo..t'e.._e, 1'0U-t..,.,..,..uw.•ror 
u..,......,._o!.,UI&lll.!ptlllnoo•'lllhlch,.,..hoo.¥WlaJ<i.,..t-a 
,........."'*''.eh,I-.....,., or~.Ulnltplre..Ue!l.hMo tn....,.pnoo,..... 
t1<10111bo•lllt\Obuilciowl•lllt41n&J•tfll'a", 



House Raat Room 
e uoat l on 

Ladlea and g entlemen: I reel like a r11h out or water. 

I haven ' t thoush t or education ror three rears. that 111 to ae,y , 

education in thi a country. I have thou6ht about education in 

aome other oountrlea, chanaina the tree or education in certain 

other countries . And ret . all the whUe. I a.o told by words 

t hat American education has support.ed the ~r effort trrrbolebearted

lr. but that was rather a monual problem than an lntellaot.ual 

one. And I have seen e lot or young people -- bora and slrla -

canine; into the aervlce or their Govel"nmen t durlns the war , end 

some or them ha•e been educated , and soce or them are not . And 

that 1a 'llttat I want to talk to you a little bit about today , 

There ere a lot or (many) things (which) we hue learned 

in tbi& war . Among the most imi)Ortant are those l.h..!!. (wbloh) 

we have learned because or the war , because or the t.hlnsa that 

have happened , tor lnstanoe, ttu'ough our Selective 3erv1oe System 

about the health and education or the youth or cur nation. 

9ut the longer I live. I think that tllere 18 another 

part or education called health; and it hasn't been a •err Dice 

storY , It has been tar worse than people in this country aa a 

whole realize . And that 18 why , when we k:no'N that eozr.e dar -

and we have paned the peak -- some dar . .,.. are e;olng to oor.~.e 

back to the wars ot peace . (We have round that among thoae 
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Thh h a tr.necrlpt -d• by tbe fhtU 
Sou•• et.nop-epher rro. bte ebor\haz\4 
note• tak•n •t tbe tIM tbe ·~ch ... 
ud•. Urtderlinlna: tno!u~atu • or!e 
uuaporanecUlllJ •dded \.o th• pre•ioy.alJ 
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uuined for eeleotlve ser•loe lo},. can be cl auad aa 1111ter ate; 

and that lo~ ot ell r eghtranta tor selective ser vice have not 

gone beyonci an elementary eohool education . ) 

There1'ore . it le t~.n uoellent thing tbe.t ('!'bat la why) 

tb.la Conference on Jural Adueatlon ~ (auumea) aucb 

great importance in our plannin& tor the future , beoeuae we a.re 

~vo oeaoe , SOI!l& dar. (For) .. bile we plan tor the wel

fare ot our returning veterans, for example , pleMlne tor that, 

first -- end I think rightlY -- and for tho continued prosperity 

or our war workers , which means , first and last, the maJoritY ot 

the hu::tan belnga in this country, we .111ust also lay plena tor the 

peacetime eatabllahment ot our educational syst11111 on a batter 

basis than ln -- 1t see::o.s to ~:.~e I should aa,y those dare or long 

ago that we used to call peacetime c1l1rs (we have ever known be

fore} . 

Tho .. should be the souls or this Conference on Rural 

~duoation . 

!"or rural t88ch1ng, country teachln.:. , the teachiq given 

in the small acboob at the f6r;.t cross-roads and in tbe little 

villages and towna has played a greater part in American hi.etory 

then any other kind or education . Fro111 whet I have said , rou 

will see that I am a country bor too . 

Tbe American form or govarna.ent was conceived and 

created by men moat or wh0.111 bad been t.aus}!t in country acboob . 

Country schools prepared Americans ~ tor the 

task or mas terina t.hia continent. 

Country schools trained a greet proportion or the 



.. ) 
boys who fought the early American ware . 

The country s chools t r ained millions or thoae who a r e 

righti ng thla grea t est or Allle rican war e today . And they will 

play their ~ treme!X\oue part - - i n the creation or the 

Aml!lrlc&n future to which the c1t17Ane or this country nre coc:-

mitted in t hei r hearts and souls . Lucb ~re unanimoual r . I 

ml vht ad4 t han the newspepera or these weeks in tbla war would 

lead ua to believe . 

It 1a tor al l or us, I think: (Americans) , to see that 

the building or that future does not lag because the country 

schools are without the mee.na to oarr 7 on their essent ial work 

even ~ore greatlY than they have in the past . 

The full attendance at this Contereoee , a.nd the agenda 

whi ch it has bet ore it lndloate the speci al attention~ (which) 

must b e g iven to the problema or the education or that h.elt or 

our chil dren end youth who lh'e on the rarma end in the 'Willegea. 

So tar as aohool op.portunit iaa er e concerned, these children 

bave nlwafe been , and s till are , the l ee et pr!Y lleged in the 

oation. 7e are justU'le.bly proud ot tbe splendid , .ad ern 

school s in our citi es and to'fm.e . 'fe cannot be proud or this (tbe) 

f act: tnat mo.ny or our r ura l schOol s , partloula.rly durinr; these 

years or war , ha'We beeo aedly ner;l.ected . 

. Utbin one school year att.er Pearl Harbor, aeTaral 

thousand rw-al acboola bad been oloaed because teaobera could 

not be round tor t he:. One ot the leadi nr; t e r m papera recently 

reported that. in one agricultural at.ate or the midwest, nearly 

a third ot the teu.ohers i n one- r oom schools ure now peraona 
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boldine only ••r gency llcanaea to teach, and nae.rly 800 acboola 

t&.ce this oo.w.lnK aobool year without a teacher. That tact ought 

to be brous ht home to the Acerloan eeople. 

The bade r e llaon for thi s a ltutJot.lon la simple , ! 

think. ''ta all know -.hat it 18. It is not patrioti sm a1one that 

baa taken taaober e out or t he oluaro01118 . J.:ost or the• s imply 

cannot u.ttord to tl:aoh in rural schools . 

And I al,•ara remember , a great reany rears ago , ~hen I 

was down 1n Georgia , the rlrat rear I was tnere , sitting on the 

por ch , aud a r ounK u n cue up twlddll.ng his ca p , and he add , 

"l-r . RooeeYelt, may I a peak to you?" 

And I eald "Yea. Coca up ." 

And he aaid , "loU' . Roosevelt we are having com:~~.cnoement 

in our school -- montionlns a little village a few m.11ea away -

and I would l ike to have you come over and present the dlplomc.e 

next :-tedneaday." 

And I said , "I would be v ery glad to do it . 'Rbat a re 

you? Are you the -- the president or t he graduating olau?" 

And he auld , "No, air . I a:n -- I 8.lil the principal or 

the school." {laughter} 

And I said , "How old are you?" 

Ho aald , "I o.m nineteen air. " 

I ae.14. "Ha•e rou been t o colleso?" 

"Ob Yea , air . I ha•e had one rear at tho Uni•er altr 

or Geo.rpa . I u t.aklna tbh rear out tor enoueh moner to so 

back t or a aeoond rear at tbe Unhersltr. " 

J..nd I said , "rlow ~~:uch are rou getting aa principal?" 
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"Oh . " be said , •I am. Ratting four hundred dolla.re a 

And that boy ht1d 250 pupils under him . 

The preunt ••erase salary 1a lese t han --~ 

country -- less than ~1000 a year , and I think that aooe aa.l

sr1ea go u low -- in my St ate , tor instance -- say ( eel 

..));x> . But I know schools where it h leu than the.t. That 1a 

Jult too mall by MJ decent atandard in anv part ot the country. 

Only the aelt- sacr1 r1c1ng d. notion or teacher a who put their 

duty to t heir school$ before their cons14erat 1on !E!_ (of) th•

.. hea perlllita the o.h1ldren or IDilll1 A:Derlcan school dbtricte 

to get the education to wbiob all Americana are entitled. 

F r ankly , the chief problem or rural education is ..!2!!:!.

thlns that we don ' t dmplity enoue;h. It is the problem or dol

len and cents . You and I know that , :ve !!.!2 know {alae) 

tha t in very .c:any cases tile problem cannot be solved by J.!!!! 

inoreasing the local taxu beoeuae the taxable values are just 

not there . 

I have pointed out before that the gap between the 

educational a tandarda in the richer communities end thO~& in the 

poorer coa:N.nities i s r~r g r eater today than it was 100 years 

ago . I think I have edd this s ix rears aso . And we ha:n eot 

t.o turn the cour se or that trend . 

'7e must tind the means ot oloaina !:!..!. ( t hat) gap - 

by rahing the standards in tba poorer cot:Unitiea . ~ 

ought to be stressed morning , noon and ni &ht , 

I believe t hat the l'ede.ral go·urnment sbollld 
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render f lnanolal ald where it la needed , but (and) only where i t 

18 needed. I don ' t mean Federal aid in the town or Hrde Parle 

in Dutobeaa County , •re ba"fe s ot taxable •aluea , and we can 

handle our own lchoola. I live ther e part or t he t110e . But we 

do need :Federal aid down in Georsia , where I lh'e also a part 

at t.he time. Down there ther hev en• t got the taxable value& . 

Only 'C!ere it ia n .. ded in cOIIUIIl.lnitlea . .,.here tarmLaa does not 

peJ' ~. Wllere land Teluea have depreciated through eroaion 

or ttu'ougb flood or drought , where induatrlea have ooved away , 

where tr&Mport rao1l1t1ea a r e ina dequate or where eleotrlclty 

1a unavailable tor power and light . 

SUch governr.~ent -- i''ederal government r inenclal a id 

should , ~. never involve government interreranca with 

State nnd local adm1niatr at1on and contr ol. It must purely and 

eimply provide the c uarsntee the.t thia country is ~. 

end aa a whole rich enoueh end great enough to g ive to all or 

ita children the right to a tree education . 

Cloeely related to thh whole problem is t he queation 

of .. that I nid when I s t arted fiOeS hand 1n band with it - -

the health of our young people. And we ~o~bo are intere sted 1n 

education can brina t.he problem , I think: . auch lf.Ore closelY end 

·ofith perhaps a gr.ate r napetbr . to all the h0111ea of the countr!, 

it we can tie in health with education. 

Here again we cannot boaat of the problem at he&lth . 

'"e cannot boaat of our part 1n thia war witbout a teelifl8 of 

guilt - - tor about t.e>,; of all 1!!!. aen who were examined under 

the Selecthe Sanica -- about t.OJ! of them. had to be rejected 



•• 7 

tor ldUt.ary aenloe tor phyalcal or • ental reasons . ~ 

ouBht to hans our heade in atutme a t that s tatement . 

l e cannot be aatiar!ed with the state or thla nation 

it a larse per centage of our chUdren era not being given the 

opportunity to achieve good .!l!!,ill (education) ~ (and l 

good education (health) . 

~ /a OM put 1 t thla WtiY , it we WWlt -- it' rou care about 

aduoat1on: what's the uu or giving them an education wltbout 

their hnlng the sood health to uee it when they grow up? 

I baliaTe ttw.t our educators - those who are close to 

!!!.! (our) children~--~ (should) conalder 

these t•o proble1!18 together. I balieTe that fro:~~ auob C01.:ter-

enoea ~ as thi s one, we mey produce constructive plena look

i ng toward subs t antial lmprCtVeMent in the (our) American s t an

dard or living in education as a esrt or our standard or llvins, 

ea well as breakfast, school-lunch and sunper . And that means 

better producti on , better clothes , bet.te_r food, better housing, 

aore reoreat.loo, more enJOfliOOt. or 11te . ':'!lese thio ~a ~ (4o 

not) oome ~ troa wle.b!"ul t.bioklng - - they cot":e tra!l herd 

·0110rk , f.!!!! (aDd) reallat.lc thinking by those who are sincerely 

devotet1 to the solution or these problems . 

le do not pretend that we can reach wr goals overoight 

but. it we seek them dAJ' in and 4?-Y out , we may in our own lhee 

-- while we are still alive -- t&ke our rural educational sys-

tea out or what wee celled, once upon a tiu , b> n c&rtain sentle 

!!!.!.!1• the horae and buggy age . (lal.l8hter) 

Your Conference tb.il year has a.et. at a t 1ae when 
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the roroee or evil have their baoka to the wall -- at a time 

when all the eh111'Zed world la IIIDra than n'&r deterained that 

1u.ch ware cannot , will not, happen again . 

Nothing can prOYl de a atronger bulwark ~ {in thla) 

determination in the years to come t han an educated ~ 

enli Sh tened and tolerant c1t1:r.enry , equipped with the armed 

to roe neceeaary to atop •8&1'•••1on and wartue in tbla world , 

~. to you or thla Conteraoce, end to e..ll dallar 

groupe deToted to the oauae or a better America, in the big 

places and the aull places, the nation 'Kill look ror ad•lca 

and e;u.ldance as , i n democrat.io raablon, it worka out lh!. (ita) 

daalgn!. .2!. (tor) the rutut"e . 

Thank rou . (applause) 

I nm sorr y I can • t star and listen and leurn , but you 

have Rot me r ight in the middle or what ther call a atatr oonter

ence wl th the Arm,y and J,avy at the United States; sn!S I he.•e 

got to go back: to it., becllluu all sorts ot peoole with rour 

•tars on their abooldera ar• welting ror !:e . (le.ugbter and ap· 

plauee. ) 



I!:DUCJ.'tl(IUL~ 

!Hf "KID IIOVSI 

OCTO!EII 4 , 1944 

In the .. tt.ll't ottH!uea Uon, f he'l'tlon.lappUed the 

.... broad r \1.1& u I have advocated ln the tteld otanot.ber 

probl• or t:ollar a and Cet).ts. JOI.l and I ~ that. •• lcllo.-

aea&aWllt)"tb:ltModnoalectr1c1tr--torl11htl.DIUI4 

power &.nd rrentt.ins abe. Whan I lily tbq bold no alactr lelt;:r 

eo.pe.~ •n c'-t llDI tha act\11.1 co1t - 111 - a kllontt. bGW' 

their bO\IItl. 



I ·-~ t.o tbe p,yor or t.ht' RMrt,o cttr • hleh tad 1ooa 

ehetrlc lt&ht nr'flu 1.D. pr&eUullJ' nery ~. at a rate 

ot )f a llU-a tt hour, &nil explatnM the al\ultioa to hia aDG 

aalled h1• •hethu he ~41 could app41al to tbl people or Ulh 

tlt:r 111 beMlt or thdr reU09 cttluna 1.n th1a out-or-tbe

nJt..ahtU!JrtJ"&lles alll.,. . wea11ltd that.oall- tile 

llectr lc lJCht c~ to add t.o their bUb --•tzteeoUI 

of • ont ncb -tb 1n ordtr t.o brlc( dotoa tbt rate •h1c:b 

"'a ••1 ott 1zl th>lt 1'1lhce. 

Wllfll the dtua.ttor. ••• ezplalntd to th• P410Ph ot 

thllt ctt.y,llllt)' llati.:rasr .. d . ttuantthftt tbent•lnatud 

or be1Jlc ) I per 11:.11-att boW' wollld be ) and one-aUteftl.th 

or a Cttlt per Ulowatt. boll,r. 

thoot a4d1Uood oae-a h:tHDU. or Ml cent 1D th1a 

c1t7 created a t'U:Id .tuch -bled tile .tectrlc U&ht eo11pu11, 

wtt.bollt p"t1t ~ U14 wU.hovt lo .. , to recluc• tbt ruea 

ADd tblre an hllndratb of e:u•plu In thh colllltl')' 

or tht 11.1e o r pr1De1ple or r.ontr~~ 1o thllt paopl• are not 

t oo lrNtl7 p41DIIllzH Jut b«all.la thq do not b&ppfi! to 

I 
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de hAir co-.ml ttet eouHI a trord a ••ll tqual1•1nl t.x and 

be helped CNt in tlletr t!!or t to t\111Pl7 dtc..nt. tuctJ.nc &rid 

t t\1.11 IChool f .. J'. 

I ha•~ ad d 1n thl.JI cue t htlt. thta U DOt 1 Pec!eral 

•ery lar1e t.Dd rich co.:aun1t)' .,h.ich co-...ld well afford • 

tin: 1ncra••• 1n thto cot t ot thelr tltctr1e1t;y or in our 

ea .. , thl coat o! ttlelr act>ooh. 

be curl eO out -- bu.t wt th t he -a obJ.ct.h't ot ra1a1.q: 

J! t.ht S*1 ot "•cb.tra, t..,prol'l..Jl& the pi:IJalc:al Itt-up, Nl.d 

l.OCUiotn1J'II t.be ICbool Jftl'. 



t apokt 1e tbt be11Dntnc or tb1nea •b1eh • • t..Ye learned 

1n UIJ.t .. at. tv t act. or tb breetdown o r OW' ediiiCtU OQ&l a7•t.a 

n alloftl b)' t bt ncurea or OW' s lleethe ea,....ie e !7ate•· •• ba-n 

tD a ppal linl nWiber or J'<NilC people 'llbo arft euc:nt1al.l7 illiter at e , 

tn thl bre-d atn .. or t he ten~. 

The o ther hnOil we bt•t l tu·nee coat hand 1n haM wltb 

It r alat" \o t.be btalth or OW' 70\1111: people and btf't acain 

•• eanpot ~It or our par t in th11 -r • 1 t.bo\l.t a raa11nc or 

cullt - - neul.J' so;: or all 70\l:ll - •ho • tl"fl d.u.tt.ed haC to be 

r otJtctad t or .-ilitary stf'Vica beea~at t.M1r bodl n wua no t \l.fl 

\o the nqu!r~"nta . If bodlea keep \1.1 troa ad~uate " lt

datnlu , or adequate ca rey!J:l;l oc ot a war • hlcb aftecta tbe 

wboh or OW' c1•1ltuUoa - - ted oa \op of t.N.t • • t1nd tbat 

an anor-o~o~.a pe f'C<tnta.ce of 0\1.1' bo)'a ar e ao badl7 ed~~eattd that 

.-rn1 1t tbe7 dld baYa lood ~ln •• could not talr.a tM• ltito 

our araitl , tbeu •-thin& • •• ~aat1eal17 wn;cc. 

Wa can approach U fro. two anclu. tbt t1rat 1• tMt 

we r tal l.J' do bellt\'t 1n tht d•tenaa of 0 \1.1' r.atlon and the dat n1ae 

of 0\1.1' ch111ut1on. 1'ht leuona of t hla war pron tha t both 

our o- aaft t J' and w.r own. t7pa of chlU .. tt oo ha'l't b•- and 
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0\lZ' lint , 10 abo bette r eclucaltotl. and bett.er health will belp 

obj1ct1 I •• tdUnc about -- bet.t.er ~lth -.not bet t.er adueat1oa . 

......;-Tho•• thould be t M co..h or thb cont.rer.ce t.nd ot N.A1 

cont'ereneet to c~. 1r1 canno t r uch 0\U' coall at"lm1gbt but 

t t • • •••lr. thta clay 1r.. and dar out, • • uy 1n OW' o.:~ 111'11 

••• procr•" that • 1ll •k• the put ta.lr.e tu plact der!tJ1 t.el.7 
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llooUcl\l'N ~040 ft78'- Qou.t u.. bo&l.Uo 11114 --1.1011 .<;1( u. ,.,.,.u. 
)f o-a.aM- J. 

ot ......... u ....... Uno foqod. ""-" .... ~1'<'1' .. l.ooo:ot1"n 

11 ' ,..J.I4x,a Y•1-" 
..-rtH....!!....!:!:. ........ 0~-- UU'--N"-~ ) I 

::L~t~~~ ~;!:--'-·~~ ~ 
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..,._ -'-fiL""'*Md "-tA ..... t 1A -"7 .-ooll. 

Caom\r7 .-...oh J"liU"''' _.a-. r ... w w.M or aat.riac 

c-..1.1'7 Mlloole ~ allllou ol U>oM 1lbo ..,, ti#IU..C 

l.aoiep-ee\oMtoL,..rl _ _..,"""". !IM7rlllpl.t.;JtM11'~ 

,... .. 1a u.. ...... u.,. ot u.. -l.o&a not..r. to.atilll U..dU.-. ot U.U 

1M hill,,....._ n Uoh c-t- .... ta. .._.. *1'* 1\ 

Ml Htor• U. t.Uoue tM lptC1al •l-U.:. 'llllll.hll _,""" 11- 1.0 U.. 

probleu ot U.. ~tloa. ot U..l Molt ot- Gilt.Udr• &Di110"th who llw 

.. tbtfarw.-1AU..rl.U.0.,.. . Sofvu...aooloppor\WI.l\lii!U"I 

~. \bt .. ~M ... ~•-,udnlll.,..,\bt 



.,. 

,...,.,otvv, ba"-....tl;J~t.M . 

- -..-~""-~ JooW,...t,r _.....T uo-"" 

,_..,MII-13&oo .. booUt..,.UI1t.-.lll.oJoool7"J'w1\llo<Ua 

no.,._'" .......... .-1al'7 h ~ u.-tJ,OOO.,...,._-
.-l.ViM ... law U $1£!.__, !h\ lt ,Ju\ t.oo ..U 117- U.C...\ 

e\fMe,ri, 01111 u.. .. u -... rstiol.Dc ~ua ~ _._... vbo ,.., u..u 



• 

a...Jo .,.._" t~lal a14 ~- 1010'01 ........ -" 

·•"·~-.r.~ .-...1._ 
lll.""rf.,._. •t\11 ,,. ........ loo&l ~1. 11. -" "'"11 ... ·~1.1 

~~tUlle oo ... \:17 U ;_",.....,.to IP•• to &U<d lte 

ollu.u.n ""' r1elot to • ti'M ........ u .... 

~-- """• '-. w - "'T'·.,. .;__u", ~ ~- -r--~ '-'!_:U" 
I.,.u .... tuk'\.11~ •-UaltorU..,.._. ~to 
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lle.4 \0 be N,)ected. for lllllt.u"J _.no.&c- \Jiot11' \loUM _..DDt. 

'Q\OU.. .... 111..-t."2 F ;t,,...~ ~ ...,_.,.r...,~..~. 

I 



·•· 
rom- c-r..- t.llie ,.-.a.._, at • '~ ...._e
~\MfOftflot.rtl 

J,,...._-JL,,,..t,~ .t-~ ... ~//-
~. at. a\~..,..,..UtlleolY1U&e4vorl411 <"-......_.. 

.1(, ... 
a\Mdl ...... eaiiDCI\,v1llDOt1 b.,...~. 

W U.. .,._ ot • bot.t.n- -rlea, \he Da1.10D •Ul look trw toi'tl.,. &lid. 

.,Ud.Nicl'i\~lWa.IJfPifot:U.. 
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nil WIUft DIU 

OC!OIItl •• 1944 

TMu at"a --.n:r t111n&o •hleh •• he•• l .. mM 1n thh wu, 

-'-'C tile 1101t lllportant are thooa which •• tw.•a loa"'M throl.la;b 

Tb.lt h •b¥ thh Conta renca on ltval ld\loatlcn .. ,_ .. 

1\lOb arou S..port.anoa ln ow- plannlnc t or UW future, For •b.U• 

•• plan t or UW wallar o ot OW' rowm1na; • •urana tlrot, and tor 

plano tor \he r.tlu'n or OW' Mu.oatlOD&l •r•t.. to the •aJ• aDd 

daJ• ot • Mtur peace tllaA we tw.• e e•ar bal before. 

wbltb U h11 before l t 1D6lcau the • peol al ottantlon whlch 

ou.r ohlldrm al\ll )"'Uth who lhe 011. the flru aDII ill Ule 'II'Ulal"· 

For, 10 tar ao sohool opportwlltl" oro e01l .. Ned 0 U..y ba'll'e 



1n \be Datloa. Ia thh 111terdePfildflllt nattoa, we ha•a bam .. ~--~ 

rll-" 
Ulat what bi.JI_...,, 1A U.. -hac.u- ot 1'\U'al 10IIAo& people b of 

._oem to a1l of '" - 11'MtMr .. lha 1n the cht or the 

Tbt u hooh ot _, nation -- and ~rUou.hrb t he ru:ral 

U.!a.tdcb hatcoaedLh O.. e ar . 

covld not be f owtd tor ~. One ot the 1 .. 111ne tarw ~,..,., 

' 



ot doll.an and etntl. You ud I il:noOtl t.hat. •• Ia!- al•o tbAt 



_,_ 

b Uwt "'lll.qe. 

t.u:able nl11 .. , OU&ht to bne the 1aa1 prlnolple applied 1.D 

tn. • •••nl ' ""'· Thh h not a Pedanl probl•. I t could 

1-bJ'"proc..,,~ wblc~~ d lna.at o01.111try ~Cboob OOI&ld bot 

bel,.. ovt 1A U.ir elton to IIU.Jp.lJ' ••••t t .. eb.lal ....:! 1 
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tuUtollaol~ 

I han M 1CI 1n ~hh can U>At \hh h not a r edaul 

brae ..nc rich eoa.mlt7 wnlch coul~ ••l1 afford a tlll7 lncreaae 

111 Ute coat ot t.helr elactrlclty or l n OIU' caaa , t M coat. of 

tura are, ho• a•ar, e a r c..I.A U Ht 1n \M Ua1Ud 8C..tat-

aca t a:reJ, o r OQW'aa - ahlch hf,.,. 1110 hr1• anO rich c_,.ity i 
a U J'ltn r au onabla l! launce. 1 th1r." t hat 1t h talr to a6alt 



the oU..:r h•.on. •• ha•o l NmtG co .. baftlt 1n haDd •U . .b 

a roluu ~ u .. health of w r )'0\11'11 Pfllple and ber a •taln 

• • tannot bout of ou.r part ln tll.ll ••r •1tl'lollt • r .. 11nc or 

1111lt - - nNrlJ' '"'or •l1J'OIII11 • en •bo ••r• batt.aod had too be 

r •J•ot..:l t or •1l1t.arr ""lea baoauao tbalr bodl•• .. ,.. not vp 

~ the r~vh·-•t.. lt bocH•• " .. , "' t ro. a d.,.ll.t.ta ••lr

dd•••• or a6equ.at• e•rrrinc - o r • ••r • blob ..rracu u.. 

• bolo or 0\lr ehlllaatlo.n - ar!d on ~p of that •• fln4 Ulat an 

MOMIO\II ~reont ... • of OW' bo71 ar¥ to blodlr H11eatood U>at ••m 

1t ttla7 die! t••• cooC bocll" •e cO\Ilcl not t.ail:o t"- 1n~ o\11' 

• • u.a. •P;~roocb 1t rro. ,.., aa.cl ... n.. tlr•t h that 

•• rKUr do belie•• 1n u.. l!atca. .. or ou..r u uon IN'ICI Ule l!t.tftl" 

or 011r Cll•U1aat1on. n.. lono11• or thh , .,. pro•• that both 

bott11r OI!IIC• Uon lotl4 t..tu.r hHltb wUl lapro•• Ul• .. tarlal 

dh of O'IU' lh11 , ao alao better ociUIIa Uon lolloll blltt•r bH l th 



J 

_, _ 

lll&ht but 1t ... . .. u- •• ,. 1za an4 •• ,. ov.t, ..... ,. 1a OW' OWl!. 

, .. -.t-4--1" 

U••• •" proanu that • Ul u.k• t~(pan)\u• ltl place b 

hf1llltel7 LD what. • • • aalled, once upon a Uaa, W bor .. uu! 

bu.cl71.1• · 

I 



!botn u e MDT tbJ..IIJI• -.hioll •• ha•o lMmed 1n Ul.lo ••r• 

-'-1 U.. ..,-' 1aport&nt ara thooa -.Moh • • ••• loomed t.b.rou&b 

OW' leleotlYe tel'Y1eo 87•~ obol.lt tha bHltll &DCI ~Uoa or tho 

J'OU.th or our u.UGA. •• M H tO'Ilnd U'iot a.-c tbooo ~- tor 

nleothe nrrteo 4~ can be olaued •• 1lllter•t•l an.4 that~ 

of o.ll roJlUrotiU t or oelectl•o ""leo haH aot ,_ beJ'cal aa 

el-llt.ol')' oobool edueotlot~ . 

that 1o ·~ tllh ConJ'orenoe 011 IIIU'o.l I'AilllltlOfl OIII&MI OIIOh 

'"' ' iaporto.noe 111 _,. pUlui.W tor t.ho t'\lture. For wblJ.. - plan 

tor tho ••lt•ra or O'llJ' nt\l.mJ.Ai 1'o\ero.111 tlrot, and tor U.. 

c01Dt1llve4 prooper1t)' or OW' •or workoro, - ..ut abo 1.Q' plull 

tot tho ,.aHtlDe " tabl.1t-.at ot OW' MllC&Uoaal .,.,~ 011 • 

baUer "t.oll UW\ •• ba1'e o1'er ~ before. 



~ ~ -

I· 

11\ln.l teachinl, o-\17 t aaGh111.c, the taaCIIUJic aha 1n U. 

a..U acboola at tbol tuw crot.-l'ONI aDd. 1a Ula UtU. rill.al&l 

oUMr k1tlll or eduoaUoa. 

""' &ael'toan fora ot 10"'~' waa caDCel...t aDd orMted. \IJ 

- ..,,t of 'lfb()ll bad be4ll1 u~t 1a o-ti'Y tclloolt. 

CO\IIItry acthooll prape.H4 Paricana tor thl talk or -•ur1n& 

tblt OODU.neat, 

CcND.try ICbooll tra1.De4 a JU&t proport1011 ot the bora who 

toq M the Nrl)' A.Nl'ie&A wan. 

c-try aeboolt t n1n" .tll1c.u or tbaa .t.o u. filb.U..ac 

Ul1a ''"hat ot Aauicu wua tod.a:. !he)' will pl.aJ' their 

t.J'~\a ~rt 1n the CH&t1aa Of tbol £a.r1can t'll.tiU'a \o 1lb.1ab 

the otu•-• of th11 _t,. ,,.. o~tted 1a u .. tr Marta &Dod 

&ollla. 

a 11 tor ..u or u. AN1'1o&nl to "' Ulat the bu.ildtnc or \bit 

tu.t\I.M d.o-ea GOt h& Maa\&H the o_t,.,. acboola art •U~ U. 

-an• to oar'7 oa. t.Mlr aaaant1al work. 

' 

1 
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!be h.ll at~ee at t b.h C:ontanaea aA4 U.. • .,_,. ahlch 

U lin befoH n 1ndt.eau U.. I~Glal auenuon whlllh ..ut be 

111'en \.o tM probl.as of' tha eduoaU.oa o t \bat halt or 0111' ch1lG ren 

.,.4 JO\Ilh who 111'0 OQ tha tar.~ and. 1n Ulto d llar... ao tar •• 

ae~hool o,port.\IZllU .. are oone.emM, U..aa ClhUclr .... ban al-J• 

'-•• M4 l U ll an, U!e lM.U pr1Y1laled 1D U.. D&t1«1. Wa ar. 

juUt labLJ p-roud. of tha aplKi.41d, .Oam .. h.ooh 1.a O'lt' dti .. 

and low!la. .. o-.nnot bt pr o\114 or u.. raot \hat MZIJ' or OW' runt 

aoboolt , pt..Hlc\l.l.u~ 4W"1AI \lwaa Jl&n o r war, ba•• buD. Hill¥ 

~~oallaue4. 

WltbJ.D ODG aeboal rear after Paad ll&rbor, aaYer a l t hou.t&IUI 

na.ral tcboolt b..: beWl cloaed becau.aa t ucMn oou.ld aot b4l !Ollila 

for UMIII. OM of tbe ludt.q tt.rw pe.pe.n ncen\l,J nportM Ul.at 

1A - a p-le'olltlll'&.l a t&t• o r tlw alb .. t, 11•r1¥ a Ullf'CI ot U. 

t.Hcben 11:1 on.-,._ tcboola ar. - ,.naaa boldin4 aalJ' -rc-ey 

u •• ~ .. t o , .. ell, .nd ll ... r l:f 800 lchooll face \ h h co.J.Ac achool 

rurwtt.bcN.tat .. cber. 
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what it 1a . It 1 • not patr1ot1a:~ alone tha t hlia t alcan t eachers 

1n l'Ul'&l schools. 

The praunt &Yer a ge ulary t a leu t han $1000 a ye11r and 

aalarlu a;o as l ow u $ )00. That 1a just too sull b) any decant 

standard. Onl,y the ae l!- aacr1! 1e1ng deYo tion or t eachers • ho put 

t heir dut y t o t heir achoob befor e t hei r c .ma1durat1.m ot t he;aaelYU 

pe rmi ts t he children or many b e r 1can school d1at.r1c t a t o cat t he 

education to whlch all A:urtca.na are entitled. 

or dol lars and cents. You and I . .now that, we .cnow also t ha t 1n 

...-a r y 11~ cans t he proble::~ cannot be aoha d by lncr~uinc t he 

l ocal ta::.:es because t he t axable Y&luea are Just not tJ•re.) 

I 
1 haY& pointed out bef o re t hr. t t he J&p be aen ec1ucat1onal 

a tandarda 1n the richer coa :aun1 tlaa and t hoae 1n t he poo r e r C01JW11 tie 

1a tar CU&hl' t od.&)' th&ft it WU 1 00 years &JO o 



- ' -
I belieYe that t he federal ao•ernaent should rencter ti.naaclal 

a ld whe re 1t 1 .. needed, and. only where it 11 needed -- 1n coE~unitlu 

wher e rar;Ung doe• not o;ay, where land •aluea han depreciated 

throul}l er odon or t hroU&h f l ood or drought, where 1nduatr1ea have 

• oTed away, •here transport !ac111t1ae are 1nedeql.l.J t e or where 

electricity h unava1lahl e tor power and liGht. 

such ,o•ern_-u nt !1nane1al aid ahouJ.6 neve r lll.•oh'e t;overn2ent 

interference with aute and loca l ad:.1n1strat1 Jn anc! control. It 

~a\ut purely and almply p roTide the IWirantee t hat this country 11 

creat enou,cb t.:1 a lva to all or 1u oh.ildren the riaht to a rree 

educaUan. 

Cl oaal.y related to thh whole probl n 1a the queatioo or the 

health or ou.r youn& people. 

Here aaa i n •• cannot bout or our part 1n thh war withou t 

a r .. H n& ot gullt - - tor a bout 4~ ot all men who .. r a exaa1ned 

bad to be reJected tor ailitaey .. n i ce t or ~}Q'Iical or aental 



' 

-.-
.. ~t M .. uatLM wUb u. n a-. or t hU -.aua. U' a 

U rea pere•t.ca o r _,. c:thUdr• u a !lOt. MlAI &L•• tbt op;NrhaJ.lf 

to .ohi.wa coo4 M:uo•Uon aD4 1~ bMlc.h . 

oh1Ur.a - abould oor>ILdar t M .. t•o probl-• t.oca t.n.r. l M Una 

U~&t tr0111 a llGJJ cOGfeJ"eaoaa •• th11 ,_. ••-., pro!!- conn""'U•• 

pUlGa looiUA& to-N .ubat.aD.Ual ta,ro<r-t 1n ~ ~rlcaa a'-CarO 

ot 11•1AI· AIM! Lbilt ..._..,. bett..r i)I'OIIIICU.:a, Mtkor do~•. beU.a r 

too40 MU.ar boou1Aio _ ... N<!re&UOD, -re •J~t ot Uta, ttwaa 

\b1nJ• 4o a.ot co::a trGII •1•111\ll Ul11lk1ne - liMo~ c- r.-- bari wo rlt 

an4 raalttUo Ul1nk1ll& by \boaa • llo a re tlnotral( dt'I'Oted t o thl 

aol\iUga ot tMaa probl.:u. 

wa do n t pntaftlll. \hat • • Olltl t'MCb Olll' c-ll a ... n:ll&bt 

Wt lt .. aMi!. tb• 4a1 1A uw~ dq out, •• .. ,. lD ovr - u, •• 

kiM wr ~ W...C.Uaa.al ar•~ out or ahat ... aa.U .. , -. .. •po~~ 

a t.laa, the horta aM ~0' q:a, 

L l 
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