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PRESIDE.:IT AllfONI!fi, SENATOR WAG!JER, !lr"....!mERS A!IO GUESTS OF 
THE !TALIAll A!ERtC.It.N LABOR COutiCIL: 

For over twenty years we in A.ceriea have watched with 

anxious eyu the steps taken by the r ucist sancstera to 

ensla.n the Italian people. The Italian people •ere thrown 

into an alllanc:a tbey detested. The:r .-ere ordered, a1a1nst - -
their will, to fl&ht on the !ide of their traditional enemies 
~~ 

against their traditional friends , 

YU.uol1n1, the lfould-tw Caeaar, Wlc!erest 11Dated the 

will or hb people . Lar&e nu::~bers of the.a were brave enough 

to r ally t o our r anks . As part o r the Alli ed Arm.in, and 

behind t he a-roan lines, th"'Y lnve c:arr1.ed on ou.r co11a0n f1Jht 

ror Uberty . 
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The ber1can ar!I,Y -- 1nolud1nS thousands or Uerio~s 

ot' Italian descent -- entered Ital,y not as conquerl)r!l -- but 

ca llber& tors. Their obJftctlve ts mill t..u:r, not poll tlcat. 

nen t5:1.t :Dili~ry obJuetl.ve ls acc.>apl1shed -- Md. much or 

it h'.l.s not 7et been accO<Gpll , 'loll - - t \1e I talian people wtll M 

tree to wor" out tb.e!=- own destin,; , under a aove!":\!.l~t ,r 

The act or t··1c Attornet oener.1l - - re:n..:>villg th st.'\tU!I 

or enc1~ al1e!l rr:~!IJ Italil\llll -- hu been JustHlad b:f their 

corre:)load!n;:: effor t t o help un wage w.:t.r. 

Of COW"S01 t he pC!O)le of I taly b-.ve sl.lffered terribly 

'lUJ 1t Rill not be h~ ~o~sl'!>le t o take wholl:l sde.uate 

;l!!.lsuren to r~He-.re <Lll •urre.r Ln.: W\til Gena ... n~.- h .. s been 

rtn:lll/ and dec1slvely defe::t.tfll:t . But the untted Nati~n:~ nre 

deter11tned t :Ut every poaslbtl" measure be taken t o a t tt the 

xtalia!l pe,ple dtrttcUy , ~t.nd to g1Y1t the::~ an opport anl ty to 

help the:::~selves . 

· I 
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The clvtlla.l'l ad::a1nhtr'lti.Jn hd been fully dt:scuu&d 

by ue with t!le Brit.l.sh Pr1.16e Uinlste r. The Britts~ aovot"ru~en~ 

lo agreell t~t as t he problem i s sreot -- so also is our 

rasponslbility to help. 

The lllllils have been opened tor letters to t:le llberated 

prav!.DcBs . Fac111t1es a re now av::t.lt&ble Cor S:ll.ll.ll r esltt'tlces 

or tu.nds fr..>s t~s count ry t 1 1ndlv1dus ls 1n Italy ror their 

indlvtdu'll s upp;)rt. Ship!lont~ or food &!l d c lothing he.ve been 

del17•n·ed. Nor111hl life i s being gr.1dually 1ntr~ucod. We 

are takl."lg every step possible t o per . .dt t!'l.e earl.y sending ot 

1ncHvtdual pscka;es by A:aertc>tns tJ their loved ones ln IU.l,y. 

oar obJective i s t;, restore all a't'e!\ues or trade# c<MM.erce, 

A.Dd industry, a.nd the f ree exercl:se or rol1~1on, at the 

• •rlieat possible e~~oment . 

I llm deeply ar& terul therefore f or this award . It 

reprtt:~entl'l your apprec!A.t!I'J!l both or the proble~s and the 

efforts ot the uer!can 1overnment. 
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The Ch!..rter tr::Na which thl" aw3rd UU:u 1ts naoe --

the rou.r !'rEied.oms -- 11 a ril"JI bond betwee.'l t~e areat 

puce-\ov.tng natlono or the world. To t:"le people or Ital,y 

we have pledged our help -- and we will keep the fa1t!'ll 



Pres!Oent Antonini. Senator ~·aener , ~:embers anJ 

Guesta or the Itlllian Alterloen l-abor Council: 

'tor O"t'er twent7 ye&rs we 1n AIDer lea be't'e wat.cheO wlt.b 

anzlcua eyes the steps taken bJ tha Fascist gans;stera to ensls•e 

the Italisn people. Tha Italian peorle were thrown into an 

alllaooe which they detested, They were ord~red , against their 

will , to tight on the aide or their traditional ene•iea against 

their traditional trlenda. 

i!.uaaollnl, the would-be Caeaar, under- aat.t.ated the 

wUl or hb poople. Large numbers or tb- were bra•• enough to 

rallr to our r'lllkll . _\nd u part or the Allied A.Miea, and be

hind the Carman lines, they h&'t'e carried on our com:~on t1gbt 

tor liberty. 

The American al'lly -- inolud.lna thouaands or /.mer1ce.na 

or Italian descent - - enteral\ Itely not e.a conquerors -- but ea 

liberators. Their obJect he 1a military , not political. ·.:hen 

that aillt ary obJeothe b aooompl1ahflll -- and much or it has 

not yet been aceompllahed -- the Italian people will be t r ee to 

work out their own destiny , under e go·urnrc.ent or their own 

oboodnc. 

Tbe .e.ct or the Attorne1 Caceral - - rea:oY1na. the 
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ate.tua or ene111y allen fro. Ital1ana -- he.a been juat.lrJed by 

their corresponding errort to help ue wa.ge war . 

or oo1,;rae , the people of Italy have suffered terribly 

and it wUl not ba htu:1anly roo .. lble ~ to tab wholly 

adequ~ta aeaa\U'ea to relleTe ell &la'forlne; until OenMQ.1 htoa 

been finally and dectsh'aly defeated. But the United !lations 

are determinoJ that &Tory posalble measure be taken to aid the 

Italian people directly , and to siva them an opportu.nity to 

help tbemaalvea. 

The ch'llla.n adm1nhtr at1on has b~en tully dhcuued 

b1 •• with the British Prlcte 1.'1n1ate.r. '!'he Brltlah t;O'Yernment 

is agreed that aa the probl• !a great -- eo alae !a o1r reapone

lb111ty to help. 

for exe1~ple , the 1'18118 have been opened for lett@ra 

to tb.e liberated provinces. l"e.cUitles are now available tor 

•all realttMcee or :tunda troll tbh country to indhlduda ln 

Ttaly tor their 1n1h1dual support . Shl~e!lts or rood and 

clotbin,o: have b .. n d.elhered, and much mora h on the war. 

Norae.l 11ta is baing gradually introduced . e are Laking every 

atap pouible to perait the ee.rl7 seMina or lndivHufll pe.ok· 

ages b7 A!lleriot~na to their loved ones and relet1ve~t in ltaly . 

Ou.r objaothe is to restore all a·u:nu~t or trade t~nd ~roe 

and ind\Utry , an<l. tha tree exerohe or rallglon, at the earliest 

poaelble ao-ent . 

I am deeply grateful , thererore , ror this award . It 

rapreaenta your apfraoiation both or the probl.ca end the 

attorta ot the i.m.arloan Oo•erruwnt. 
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Tbe Charter from which Ul1a award takea ita n .. e -

t he Your lreedoar.a -- b a Una bond between t he greet peaoe

lov11.g ne.t1one or the world , llllllona Which we count Italy. To 

the people or Hilly we he.ve pledged our help -- and we will 

keep the faith! 
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