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SPii:!-':CK or 'J'Hio: PRZSIDE!ft' 

WILMIN'O'l'ON, DELAWARE 

OC'l'OBER 27, 19U 

le a re holding a n&ti~nal eleotlon whlle the nation 

h at war -- and thl• 1• the tlr•t tiae &n election M• been 

held under •uch condl tl!)n• •tnoe 1864 -- eighty year• ago, 

Which calh to 11lnd a rem.ark ude by Abr&hul Llnooln 

when he was campaigning agalnet Stephen A. Douglal! - a 

remark which 1a partlcularlJ tl11ely and applicable today. 

Lincoln aai:1, •tn nary my pouible he tr1•d to 

pr:;,ve thAt a hor•e chestnut 1• • che•tnut hor•e•. 

It eeeae to 11e that applle• very neatly t o •oae o! 

the Republican polltlcal ore. tory which hAs lately been 

ag1 tating the air wavu. 

I do not believe that th1• oratory 1 8 really d1aturb1ng 

the progre•e or event• here 1n 11la lngton and 1n the Sta te 

ot n&laware • 



I ~ 
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1 think we all know the dlt!erenee between a hcru 

chestnut and a chea tnut horae. 

Here ln W11111"8ton JOU know aoaethlng - JOU know a 

great deal - about the a l r.e and the quallty o! the errort 

that baa gone into the performance or our great Job o r 

produotl~;~ n. 

'rhfl pi'Oducta or Wll11lngton han mad11 quite a lot or 

nolae around the IJOrld • 

I myulr -- being, I might aay, •&n~phlbloua mlndad• -

u particularly interested ln the landlng ahlpa , uny o! which 

h&•e been bull t right hera along the Delaware Rh·er. 

Thou landing ahlpa and all the nr1oua t.rpu or 

landing craft have plflyed a t r omendo1.u part l n the winning 

ot this war. 

We ha•e had to aend our troops thousands or •ilea, 

acrose both oceana, to land on beaches held by the eno.,-. 
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We had to haYe entirely new tlnda or venula to do the tln&l 

and the toughut part or this Job - - &lolly, Salerno, Noraand7, 

the Karah&lla, t he Gi lberts, the Ma.rl&Ma, and now, God bo 

pralaed, the Phlllpplnes -- all or the .. hletorle operations 

have been -de po .. lble by the br1ll1ant work ot our Navy a nd 

our Ar:a7 ln developing new msthode of amphlbioua attack. 

And the worltera - the ah1pbu1ldera -- the lnduatrlal 

englneera - - the chemlata - and the plain cltlzene of thla 

• Sta t e or Del aware hln·e c ontributed m1ght1l;r t o the vlotorlea 

we have won. 

And when I aentlon t.l!e word • Workers•, I want t o aake 

lt clear tha t I lnolude all klnda ot worlt . For euaple, there 

are the whi te oolh.r workers , who do Joba that are unepeotacular 

but of Yl tal taportanoe ln our war effort and our whole Aaerlcan 

llte. 



-·-
In th1a national eleotLon, held ln war-t111e, I hope 

that every cltl:r;en or WLlalngton and or Delaware - eTerr 

11an and woman who la quall tled t o vote - - wlll a tep up t o 

the polla on Election Day and out the ballot -- ln thh 

State, two ballots. 

A blg vote ln AllerlGA thle Jl!l&r -.ill apeak powertullr 

t or t.l:le cauae or deaooreoJ all oTer the world. 



Till• 1a like a hCXI!eoomina. •..a a t~atter ot ract , I 

think I 8Jft a little e.uperatltiou•. Hgbt year& aso. I ce:me 

here on the w9 to Philadelphia and I said a raw worde ; md 

four rears ae::o I oe.me here and eaid e. raw worda. The reeults 

so by threes . (laughter and &pj!l&uae) 

Sa:aabody tella 111e that we Are hold i ng a national 

election, but r•Oijber that we are boldine; a national election 

while the nation la at war ~- and thla 1a tbe rlrat t1111e ~ 

an election has been held under !.!!!!! { auch} condlt lone alnce 

1864 ~- a l&h ty years e..go . 

And tho.t recalls ('Vhlch calla) to & 111l.nd a rece.rk 

code br J..braha.m Lincoln -~ e.nd I think I quot ed hlm here the 

last time , or the time bet' ore -- when ~ (he) waa oaapalgn~ 

log aaalnat Ztephen A • .Jouglaa ~~ a remark l!!.!l (which) ! 

think 1a pe.rtloul.arly til:lely and e.pp llcable in thla owape.lgn 

,{today) , 

Lincoln aald , about ao::::.ethlnu that DouGlas had &!'l id, 

Lincoln said, "In every wa.y poulble he tried to prove that a 

horae chestnut la a chestnut horae... (latl8hter) 

It ee•a to me the. t !!!£l o.ppllea very nea tly to aome 

or the Republican political oratory 1!!!1 twhioh} h.u lately 

been agltntlnt the a ir we vee . {leughtor) 

I ~ {do not) belle .. that thla orator y la 



J'~ltn 11 • ._,.,u l.\brar7 

'r'fth h a t1'ant1Cl'ipt .-4• b1 tiMI t )tW 
itOIIII ltenop-:~phc11' frCIII bll lbol'tbanf 
nou• talen at \:·• u .. , tb• IJ!eiOa ... 
•de. unt.arlintn1 tndtcatn W0'70. 
e•te•pora:u:oullJ adl1od to \bt•P"""'I-...tf 
p1'epore4 readHI~ copy tu;t, Cord• '" 
pe.rentbe••• ar1 w,;.rd• that wer1 o.i uM 
rbt'n tbl epeecb wttl 41llvrred, t.boO\lP 
tli4J •wear tn tbe pr••tOIIIlJ prepe.1"84 
r,.~t. rc.ceF1 te1t. 
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really dlatu.rblng the prog.rea8 or e·unte here in W1l.J:I1n&ton, .!!.!. 

( er!.d) in the State or Jelawurtt. Jou h"lve shown tile •tV before, 

whet to believe and whet not to belteve . (applause) 

Yea , ! think~ (we) all know the dtt'terence between 

a~ horse (chestnut) nnd a (oheetnut) horae~· 

(l i'IUP')lter) 

(Here in ~1Umlnst.on you know aocething - - I You know 

a g reat deal L'l.bout tha du end the qual ity or t he effort that 

baa gone into tho perfo.n:6nee of our great job or production . 

l.nd you are Tery largely rearonalble . 

:Por the ~r"oouota or .11l.J!I1ni;tOn have mc.de q\IJ.u a lot 

ot no1ae around the world . 

I cyselt -- bel113 , I might say , "e.mpn lbloua lli1nded" - 

! at1 partlou.larly interested in ~he landing ships (mony of which) 

that you bc:ve (bee~n) built (rlubt) here along the Delaware 

":":lver . 

:":m:ll!ll:lber that thoee lanHntS ehipa - bullt in your 

backyards , eo to apeak ~~ [an<:~) t.l.l the nrious types or thee 

(lancHng c.rat't) , have played a tremendous Jl.&rt in t be wloni.na 

ot this war . 

In the western -· in the Pacltlo and eastern eeu , and 

the European seas , we have had to eend our t r oops th0-'11\nda or 

mlles , aoroaa both oceana , to lend on beaches held by the enemy . 

'• had to have entirel y new klnds or veuela to do the rlnal and 

the toughest (part or thiS) Job or all-~ Sicily , Salerno , ~ 

Nor1110.nd1 , and the Larahalle, and t he Gilberts , the La.rlano.a, 

and now , ~ God (be praleed) , t!le rbUlpploea ~~ (applause) 
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· - all CJr t.boee h!lltorlc opdrtlt! one -- and theY are solng to be 

- - (Mve been) !£!.made poulble by the brilli ant work or our 

1\avy and our l\.nlly in developing new 11et hods or amphlbloua 

a ttack . 

And the woricers -- the ahLpbulldera - - the industrh.l 

englneur a -- (t.r.a) chemists -- AOd the plain c1t1.zana ot t his 

..,t ate o! Delawo.re he:n oontrlb;.tted mJ.ehtlly to the 'flctorlea 

t hat wa have won . 

f.n•l when I mention th.e word " "orkers ," I went to make 

lt clear that ! include all klnde or work, For exuple, there 

are t he white collar workers , who do Jobs that are unepeotaoule.r 

but!!.! o!' vital l.arorte.nce in the (o•.lr) war ettort and our 

whole !.merlotrn lire. 

In thlll national electi on , held in wartime, I ho_pe 

that a·nry citizen ot ;11la1nst on und of .)elaware - - nar y man 

and womnn .. ho 1a q,ucllt'ied to 't'Ote - - will s tep ~ to the polla 

on election day 11nd cast bla or her (tbej be.ll.ot - - in thla 

:::tate two ballots . (luug.b.t.er ) I don't wo.nt to &dTiee rou t o 

vote early and etten , because I mivbt 60 to jail . (more 

lauthterl 

But a biB vote in thla Stat e . in this citY . f.nd ever y 

~te.te in t he Union (J.nerica) t hh year will speak po•errully 

ror the cau•• or 4a.:..ocr acy all o•er the worl4 . ./'.nd I hope 

you will aurrort that ca'.lU . 

{sreat S.Pplause l 
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