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RADIQ ADDRESS OF THE PRZSID£i;T 

THE tiHITE IIJUb'E 

JAJWARY )01 191.5 

I aaa sorry that •ar-t1Jie c t.rcl.l.':l.sta.'"l.ces sake it 

impossible t or •e t o t alA: with you personalq t oni'll!:ht on 

my birthday . I hLve aail:ed W:rs . Roo!;evf.:lt to r ud thh 

brief message 1n fJff behalf t 'l the mo.ny cilli.)ns o r A~ericnns 

who contribute to the Cieht agains t 1.'1t 'lnt1le P• ral :rs1s. 

This year , if I h.nd a blrthdrty cake, there wou.ld 

be s bty-tbree candles on it. But th'" yn rs they repretent 

seooa very few t o 1:1e tonltht bee.I.U!ltl your gre::tt £'"nero211ty 

has .ade this day a tesh2ent t o youth -- a proclse to our 

children that the brt.ght to;.~..)rrow fo r 1'<hich we flght 

throughout t he world 'Will no t be d l .nmcd by the shndow or 

1ntantlle paralysis a t ho.1e . 
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/ The success or t he 1945 "-rch of Dimes b the ea;apa l~ 

llC&l :'!.st 1nf :mt 1le pnr a l.Jsls does not coce as a surprise t o me. 

'fr'e o.ro a nn. t bn of rreo pei.lple, und f ree people &no .. ho,. to go 

over t he t op -- whether i t ' s a Nazi wall, a J ap .nese tshnd 

folrtress , a production 10al , ¥ bond drive, or :.. strea• of 

silver dh aes. The reason for these echleve=-e.'lt s 1~ no ::aiHt~ry 

sccrt~t . It i e th"' deter.U.:lation ~r thr many to w:~r'.<: as one 

f or the- coU~::~~n good . I t iS ruch l,.;,ll.it)' •hich is tho essence 

o r OW' demOCJ'IIC.'f . 

/ 
Our nattm:~.l con~ern ror the lu1ndi capped ·m<l the inr1f'm 

i~ ~• or OW' natlmal cb3.raeteri~tics. Indeed, it c1u~ed our 

used. But not any more . Thf'IJ ro le ::-nL"lJ -- nnd b rninl the 

h10rd W8)' -- that thcr6 ~~ore :111ny thin. -: Wf' nre ml'lht; t ?uc;h 1'1bout. 

~'o'e will nevor tolerat,. " forcf:> th• t de5troys t he ure, 

tl-.ft happiness, t he f ree futl!rt! of our children, any mor· than 

'II& •111 toler.~te th!'!' c 1ntL-!. nct!l on e:'l.rth of the brutalltlea 

and barbarlties or t ht' l azh or of thf:> J..tpanese •o.r lords . 
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We cocbt.t tiJ. fl ev!l ~neey or d i &US(' e. t hoce j~t •• 

wtreud ttinsly as y.,e !1cht our ev!.l encn1P~ abrot.d / 

Our aork over the vast C'e~"dc 1~> !i[tting in!nntilf' 

p~<raly:o1& was put to its mo~t r1gor ou!' tu:t C.urilll' thi!; put 

y tllr . Tht' 1944 epit:.Eille: Yoat· tt,e <J;or:;t our cotmt ry l.as 

a..c.tlt:d U:" to bulle! . 'ibcrc!\CJ· wd ~r.t:rnc:·.cr l.ll outbrc:ck 

0 occurrc( , tie !lt:t!.ollol Found• --~on f ur In!M.tile Pl' r aly:"it: ana 

coopcr~t!.on, tlle very tol t i u .... ~.-t:!c ! ct.rt t.nG !.rt t . f'n ~ l ~ 

Lt"tn 1 ~I'>Url'l1 !'or e·n:-yonc ~- f ur tl & buy :: ·nd ti r l! , f or tt1e 
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Yes , we can well b-e pr oud or the work of the Nn tlonal 

P'oWld r.i. tlon and its chapt ers . Bu t as any fight tng lli..D will tell 

you, we cannot rest on defense alone . No matter- ho• errtelent 

.. nd bcedbte the treat!:lent is , it does not t.tkc the place or 

proventicm and cure . We must continue to devote our o1. ttent1on 

ever m.ore to a tt>lck . We ~t-u::t gl vo OW" JSei entists and rase:~rch 

workers the neeesnry equi PQent to find thi s invidious ene~, 

to corner and deetro:y hl:ll. The t!tu ts not an easy one . The 

ID)'stery sh.roudln t: the ini':.nt'.:l• P••l'• 1 ~ . J.~ \11'1..!. 1£ not readily 

r-cnctr<:tt.d . Dut r.c \iilll per:.irt -- rnd "-t1 •111 trltL..,ph . 

/ Ther" is no y-.rl.::!lck lont er.oU!:h to !tcneurc the 

to pro1:10te our c~l~urcn•:: he<.lth !.~ t.n in•tc::tt.tnt i n our 

cot.ntry 1 e tutl.l!"o. It 1 e r.n <.S£t.rt1c.n or ou:- t.c:erlclm blrth::"!fl't. 

to life, li'bert) anL tic p\C'!IUit of hnrpinc:~/ 

.... ~l(~~-:<¥, ... ¥¥f't:"-;.{t:-Jf/~ 



• TH it WHIT I: H O USE 

WASHINGTON 

' 1':; ~ ~ 

: • h"' ;..~re!'" f ... U:ee 

s_._e~t. !tr "e .~. r !• r· • • · ~day , 

L.· ... ·:'lr:' 

I"C o1 it • 



• TH C WHIT E HOUSIE 

:anuarr 22, 1945 

Thill la the llllerob or DUn 

apeaob ror the Pre•t.dent'• b t.rth4ar, 

wblob he b to olear befor e be leaTaa. 

Ura . Roo .. nlt 1a going to 

read t.t. 

S . I. R. 



.------, 
i 

--•'·•:.-4rlt' ae.'et1v"ll , a.;,..,n .. aa l lla.ll4 

f"'rt,...~· . ,. ro :.oc:1cn D"l• "bon<. Cirt•a, or • , ,,. ... or ell'l'er 

f'Oo.:l , It h omch un1ty .,.hloh h th• ••••nc• o r CUT dnocraot. 



P'o'.lni~Uon ~nl! lts ehflpt<~r .... But u •nt tllhU"C .... n v1ll tell 

rou, ,... e~nnot relit on detenu llone. !lo ltl'ltter how •ft1o1ent 

pftl! 1-...et'111t111 "1e treat:vnt 11, lt c'oea not t 11.k1 V:e phc• of 

111UII OW' ohllt.ren £,1•• u..::._;, 
<:::1uot""'" we Cf'n oontribut• ~ ~te our cllllrer. ' • he11lUI 

..;:.,. .. .,/.. Jt?~~L-______ __ ________ ____ __ 
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