
• 

COHilDliR'l'lAL 
Pl'Ha OODteroc• 1~. 
:beoutln ottioea or the Wbite House , 
Ma7 25, 1934, •• 1~ P. M. 

~ How do you do, Mr. Presidentt We bad a Dice t1111e at your par'tJ'. 

mE· PRESIDP.NT: Did eTer:ybody surrt ve? 

~ Yes, we all succeeded in pulling through. Still an old football 

player. ~t forward passl 

MR. OOl'tU.OOON: AJ.l in. 

'lHE PRESIDENT: \'/bat is the news? 

• Q. '!bat is wha t we want to know. 

'!HE PRESI DENT: I almost called the Conference ott; I haven ' t any. 

Q. Let us lr.ake SO!Ile. 

Q. Mr. Presid ent , the French :\mbassudor told us that he touched lightly 

on the debts , that i s , during his visit. 'tiill you tell us how 

lightly he touched? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: Very 11!9:itly. 

((. Anything further? 

Q. Did you only touch lightly on it also? 

'lHE PRESIDENI': Yes , very lightly. What the French call "l'a1sement." 

Q. Mr. President, anything you care to say about the strike situation? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so . I think I had better not. It is 

awtu.lly difficult to say anything without going into details and 

differentiations. I think it is probably better I should not. We 

are all working on it, as you know. 

Q You still need legislation of the type of the Vlagner bill dealing with 

this? 

'JliE PmSIDEm' : It would be very helpful. 'Ibere is no question about it 



but 1t would be TflrY helptul. because 1t would clarif)o a41d.D1atrat1Te 

procedure aDd at the same ti• woul4 create 1118thods that were per-

tectlf clear UDder the law. In the ind1Tidual strike cases people 

would know on both sides enctlf the procedure, who they come UDder 

and to whom they go aDd wh&.t authority there is in ~ g1 ven case. 

Q Is i t fair to assume , then, that you want this legislation this Session? 

'.mE PRISIDENT: I would like to haTe it very 1111ch. I think it would be 

helptul. I think you had better put this off the record • 
• 

Q What you are saying now? 

'lHE PRESIDnlT: Yes, what I am saying now. It would be perfectly all right 

to say I am in favor of this legislation and hope it will go through 

but, off the record, you all know that in any period of this kind 

you are bound to have, w1 th a return ef prosperity and a return of 

reemployment and an increase in values, more strikes. I look for 

a great many strikes in the course of this Summer , a good many more. 

It is a normal and logical thing. I think I have said this before 

at a strike conference. '!hey are brought about by a great many 

causes. For instance, keeping this again entirely off the record, 

in this Toledo case, the strike originated w1 th only 400 employees 

~in one factory but there are a lot of other factors involved. They 

had pretty serious poli tica,l trouble where a lot of graft and mis"T 

government, etc., was shown in the city. The result was that the 

population as a whole got .sore. It wasn•t just these 400 men. 

Yesterday, when th.i s crowd of between 5 1 000 and 10,000 people 

started, they were, as a body • sore at certain definite people._ 

As they got along, throwing stones, they would throw stones at one 

particular factory or shop and then they would go along past' 



\. 
aft'eril. other taotol'ies or shops the)' were not aore at u4 tha theJ' 

would pick out the next fellow at whCID the,. were sore. 

Charlie Taf't telephoned to Miss Perk1DS about two hours aso 

and made the point that it 1e not an indisorimine.toey strike, it is 

a strike against people the;y are sore a t and it is not just the .00 

strikers, 1t 1a a Teey large element Of the population. 

SO each case re~ has to be taken up on the merits or tha. t 

particular, indiTidua.l case. 'lbere is no general statement that 

can be made relating to it. J:.!iss Perkins used a parallel which, 

ot course , has got to be entirely off the r ecord. She said in con-

terence today tha t it is not a general revolutionary feeling but a 

feeling against certain old-line politicians and a feeling against 

certain industrialists. It i s a pretty discriminating opposition. 

It i s based on reason ot some killd. 

In the TOledo si tuation, of course, the one thing that allot 

us ought to appreciate and write about is that there are methods 

ot settlement and that the attitude of employers in many oases bas 

been so autocratic . Take, for instance, the man in one of the 

papers this morning who said that he would consi der that he was 

demeaning himself it he sat in the same room w1 th William Green. 

Now that kind of autocrat ic attitude on the part of a steel company 

official does not make for working things out . On the other hand , 

.there are people on the other end of the camp, the labor end, who 

are just as autocratic. 

Q. One objection raised to the Vlagner Bill is that they baTe a local 

board out there that is getting along pretty good and they thought 

that the aetion ot the new board would largely destroy the author-

-
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i t7 ot the mea worldq oat there. 

'IRE PRESIDmr: I think UDder the Act this particular board woul4 ke~ 

on t'unctiolling. 

Q. Ran you had any report trom the Williams Board as to what theJ' hue 

accomplished? 

~ PRESIDENT: I think I have one or two ot the members next week to talk 

to me. 

Q. Will that be your first report from them? 
• . 

'l'HS: PR!SIDENT: I have not had merely the one report. Williams was here 

nearly three weeks ago and weweatinto it tor hal..f an hour. 

Q. You say you are working on this strike. Can you tell us wha t the 

Federal Government can do or i s doing? 

'1m PR:FSID:Eli'T: \/ell, we have our s tai'f out there acting as mediator for 

the Department of Labor. -

Q. Have they given any late reports? 

'IHE PRESID:Eli'T: No , not s ince the t elephone (call ) . 

~ Is this Taf t report out? 

'lHE PRliSIDENT : No, it has not got to the making of a report stage. 

Q. Have you reached a defini te decisi on as to whether you want the licensing 

power under the Recovery Act extended? 

THE ?RE3ID:=.:NT: I have not talked to anybody about i t ; have not mentioned it. 

Q. Mr. President , did you make any sta tements concerning American naval 

policy in view of the preliminary talks in London? 

'!HE PIDSI !ll!NT: No. .<U:tything that comes out will come out from the .s t a te 

Department. 

Q. Have you signed the 1ap~ Resolution as yet? 
.I 

'lHE PRESIDENT: I t has not come down yet • 

• 
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Q. I• the debt lfesaase goins up next week? 

'lHE PRBSIDINT: I hope eo. It 1a not wr1 tten ret. 

~ 'lhe 11cenaiq prorlsion ot the RRA seems about to lapse and at the same 

time the proposal is to etreqthen the licensing provisions ot the 

AAA under the new bill? 

~ PRESIDENT: It is not necessarily inconsistent. 

Q I know, but what is the reason tor the dittereooe? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: I do not kno\7 enough about it to answer the question tully. 

Q But there is a .ditference there, isn't there? 

'lHE PRE:3IDENT: Yes . I do not knoVT enough about the details, frankly. 

Q What i s your attitude on the Costigan-Wagner Ant1-L:rnch;ing Bill? 

THE PRESI DENT: It is a terribly difficult subject. I have been talking 

about the theory of it with Costigan and Bob (Wagner) and various 

other peopl e for quite a long while . I don 't think I had better 

give you an attitude because I frankly haven ' t got sui'fi cie.nt clarity 
<: 

in rrq own mind .as to whether that particulo.r method will work and 

also as to the consti tutionality of it. I think there i s a question. 

I 

I am absolutely for the objective but am not clear in rrq own mind as 

to whether t hat is absolutely the ri6}lt vray to attain t he objective. 

However, I told th~ to go ahead and try to get a vote on it. It 

would be a useful thing to try to get e vote on it in the Senate. 

Q With reference to Chaco, now that you have the authority, do tou 

intend to use the authority to prohibit the shipments (or arms, 

etc.,) immediately, or wait tor the League ot Nations? 

I 
'lHE PRESIDnlT: I haven't ~ idea at all. It depends on what Secretary 

• 
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aau aqa. 

Q. A1f:r Dew de.-elopmenta in the Rusaim cre41 t aD4 trade ai tuaUon' 

'lBE PRESIDENT: I have not heard a word. I don• t thiDk there haa been 

Q. Rave 7011 had an opportuni t:r to study the baDking and i111urance bill 

passed by the :House? 
I 

'lHE PRESIDENT: No, I have not even seen it. 

Q. What was ,the idea ot dressing up on us last night? (Laughter) 

'lHE PRESIDENT: I will tell :you oft the record. There was a dispute as 
' 

to what I should wear wi t !L the f.tl.ssus, alld rrq wits was wrong. 

(Lau_gb.ter) There is one case where I was right. It won't happen 

in another year. 

Q. Have :you heard trom the Cabinet Comm1 ttee on the railroad study they 

are supposed to make as yet? 

'IHE PRESIDENT: No; I do not believe they will report for some trme. 

:t '!bank :you. ~le are sorry t .here isn't any more excitement today. 

(The Press Conference adjourned at 4. 25 P. M) .. 



ocariJa'I!AI. 
Preea CODterenoe #126, 
~Zeoutl•• ottioea ot the White House, 
llaT 30, 19M, 10.45 A. II. 

'lEE PRESIDENT: You are not going to Gettysburg? 

~ (Mr. Young) I am sorry, I em not. 

~ Is that a new suit? 

'!HE PRE3ID»rr: Yes. (Laughter) 

MR. DON.U.DSQh All in. 

mE PRESIDENT: I do not think there is any news and it is a r ather 

horrid (referring to the weather) morning. The Secretary ot State 

is coming in at eleven o ' clock and I em ~oing t o talk debt Message 

and it ts nearer to going up than it was last week. In other words, 

I do not know about the actual date yet. It rrliy be Friday. Every-

thing fr~~ now on is i n a sort of a moveable phase, including the 

trip through the (panama) Canal; that has been moveable right along. 

I do not know where I am goinB• Nothing has ever been said on 

definite dates and locations . You can't tell. I might not go until 

the beginning of July. It is perfectly moveable. 

:t That late? 

THE PRESIDENT: Possibly ; cannot tell. 

~ • AJiY hope of California? 

'lffi: PRESIDmT: I do not think so. There are so ID8IIY' Californians. (Laughter) 

Q Are you going to Hawaii? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I hope so. 

Q Are you still going to Puerto Rico? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: Yes, that is sure. 

~ Mr. President, there was a report in the morning paper that Barr7 Hopldna 



would be aeleoted to head the houaiq aoti T1 t1ea. 

'lBE PBEIDJR'l': I huen't aJQ' more idea than I had when the bill want in. . 

Ot courae we still W&Dt the bill Tery, Tery llllloh. 

~ At this session? 

'mE PRESID!Nl': Very lllllCh. 

Q. ADd the Wagner Bill al.so? 

'lEE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

~ Will the Steel Code be ready today? 

'l'HE PRESID»TT: Yes. They are bringing it in at 11.30. I have to go over 

one or two clauses in it before I actually decide on it. I have 

until tomorrow night but I hope i t will be in shape so I can sign it 

before I gp away. 

~ I notice in t he morning papers that the two French flyers are colliing 

down. 

TFlE PRE5IDJ!NT: 11.:30, also. 

Q. .A.re they bringing the Steel Code? (Laughter) 

'!HE PRESIDENT: Yes, we are pressing everybody into s ervice. 

Q. Do you s till stand pat in your decision not to have a general confer-

ence for de~~s with all debtor nations? 

THE PRESIDmiT: Somebody suggested that was t he policy of the Hoover Ad­

¢nistratioift8'lso this Administration. (Laught~r) 

Q. Any Message requiring legislation? 

'l'HE PRESIIJE}tT: No. I think you can all guess on that fairly well. 

Q. There is a report from Lon.don that the British are makiq an otter on 

debts. HaTe you received it yet? 

THE HUSIDnfl': No. 

Q. Provided there 1e a general conference --
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Q (1nterpos1ng) Baa aD7 naUOD 1D41oahd their 1Dtat1on about the 

lUDe fifteenth ln8tallment' 

'lHE PRESIDmT: Not 80 tar &8 I mow, Ulll.ess somethina oame in the state 

DepQl"tment yesterday. 

Q Mr. President, do you care to comment on the court decision in the 

Weirt on case? 

'mE PR:ESIDillJT: No, I have not read it so I cannot comment on it. I have 

only seen t~e excerpt. 

~ Any background on what is going on on the labor f r ont? 

THE PRE5IDENT: I don' t think any more than what I said last week. All 

these various strikes and threats of strikes in various places, we 

hope we will be abl e to. i ron out as maDY as we possibly can. Of 

course we have i roned out a lar ge number. I suppose you saw that 

report of the Depart ment of Labor s3owing a large number of strikes 

but shOWing a S!!'.all number of world.llg hour s cut out? '!hat i s pretty 

signif i cant. In other words , znediation has been mor e successful 

than at any time in thA past. The length of time they stayed out 

has been distinctly shortened in a great majori ty of eases and , of 

course, it i s the total number of hours out that count r ather than 

the actual number o~ walkouts . 

~ Can you tell us a boot any of the appointments to the Power Comm1ssion 

or t he RFC? 

THE Pru:SIDENT: No. I em going to try to do that on the train going and 

coming during the next three days , all the various appointments. 

~ Does that inci ude the local appointments? 

m=: FRESIDJ!N~: Right . But, Count (Rudolph de Zapp), I won't release 

anything until I get back. 



IllS-' 

~ 'lbe two vaoano1ea 'on the Yediation Board han been taken care ot? 

'DIE PaESlDENT: Yea. 

~ Are they going t o be filled? 

'lHE PRESI DENT: ~at is sonething I have to go over. 

~ ilhen do you intend to-lllBke the appointment ot Chief of Statt? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not seen it. 

~ In connection vdth the dabts , does the f act that you aren' t going to 

ask aJ:l3 l egislation mean that the new agreement vd th Finland i s going 

to be postponed? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know; I have not taken it up at all . 

~ Can you tell us sonething about the sugar quotas for the Isla nds? 

T'dE PRESID:El1T: Sugar quotas are going to be announced -- I think it is 

tomorrolf. ,, e decided on t hem yesterday. I guess I had better not 

anticipate the stocy which you wiU get tomorrow. I can tell you 

off the record, subject to the announcement that the Departoent of 

Agriculture will make, that we ha ve had , of course, this shortage 

in allotments to divide a.round , ~·1hic h c.u10unts to a hundred thousand 

tons , because th~ Congress supplied us with a n extra one hundred 

thousand tons f or the beet sugar people. 'That rneans th11t baaed on 

the same estimates of c0nsumption , I r~ve got t o divide t hat one 

h~dred thous~a tons around among Puerto Rico, the Phili~pines , 

Hawaii, and that is an awful thing to do because it bas 60t to be 

done on so1:1e concrete basis of previous production, and it will work 

a hardship on all of those cou.ntries. On the other hand , there is a 

distinct hope that during the course of t his sugar season we can give 

larger quotas to all of those five outside places , outside t he Conti-

nental limits, because of the reduction in the actual beet sugar
1 
crop 

in this country. .Because ot the drought there has been quite a 

1 



lbor,ap. It doe• DO' l'Wl as hip as t1ft7 per oa', •• 10• at the 

people 1n Utah and Idaho and W7aming claia, but 1 t h a 11 ttle bl t 

early ror us to make a definite estimate. It will probably be short 

or the 1,550,000 tons allocated and the amou.nt or that abortaae -

av 1eneral thought 1Jl talking w1 th Agriculture yesterday was that we 

could divide that shortage and apply halt or it to a reduction of 

the careyover, which 'IIOUld be a good thing, and the other half or it 

t o increased allocatioDB to Hawaii , Puerto Rico, eto. So the point · · 

I think you can make i s.. that these allotments that will corne out to­

morrow a re not necessarily final, that they are minimum, and that we 

hope to be able to increase tham. 

Q You said this is off the record? 

'lHI:. PRESIDEN'l': I think you had better hold i t until t he statement comes 

out tomorro\'1. I would r atner have it break from tile Department of 

Agriculture; they have all the figures . 

Q Have you had an opportunity to read Litvinov's proposal a t Geneva tor 

the establishment of a perms..uent security organizati on to which the 

nations --

'IID: PRES"IDm'I' (interposing): Only the headlines ; we have not had the text 

of it yet. 

Q ,.e-eannot inauce you to cor.t1ent on it? 

'lEE PRESIDElqT: No. 

Q In connection with the debts, there seems to be an impression in Great 

Britain and also in ]'ranee that if their Gov~rnmer.ts come forward 

with substantial token payments, some way may be found to dodge the 

Johnson Act? 

'lHE PRESIDtln': 'lhat i s bar d to talk about until we have the whole proposi-



tlOD, beoauae aD7 propoa1 t1on would han w be referred to the 

Anomer General it it rea ted to the 1ohDaon Act. 

~ ~ you. Kr. President. 

'liD. PRESIDllllT: I will be back !l.onday :norning • 

• 

. ' . 
- ' 

• 
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CCIIJ'JlmiTlAL 
~••• CODteruoe #U'I, , 
~oard tbe Presidential Speoial Train 

at Woroeater, Maasaohuaetta, 
J'une 1, 19M. 

• 

'mE PRI!SIDIRT: Look who we haTe here I What do you know? 

Q. We a~ look1118 tor a story, Mr. President. 

'lHE Fm!SIDI!NT: f.t' story would not eTen pay your expenses. 

Q. Not here -- here we need an overcoat, 

THE PRESIDmT: Everything is all quiet. I will baTe a tew th1J18s tor you 

tomorrow night • 

. Q. Will the debt Message go down today? 

(The President did not hear the question.) 

Q. AIJy chance of the war debts ~;essage going down? 

'llfi!: PRBSIIENT: It is a very good story. Whenever they meet, both Houses. 

Q. It has been coopleted? 

'!HE PR:!!SID'?NT: Oh, yes, 

Q. What did you think of that tull-bearded sailor (at the Fleet Review)? 

'lHE PREsiDENT: No , I di d not see him. 

Q. He looked exactly like the advertisement for cigarettes . 

Q. How did you like the Review? 

1m: PRESID'?NT: It was grand . 

i'ihat are we going to do about tale scoop the photographers made? 

Mac (Mr. ~bintyre) i s terribly upset. They dropped plates overboard 

into a speedboat. 

Q. Oh, yes; I saw that. (Laughter) 

'lHE PRESID::Nr: Mac did not sleep all n1gbt. \,'e sent the others up (to 

New York) w1 th a destroyer or 32-tooter. • ... 
Q. Still too late? 



'lBI PRISII.I!N'l': Still ~oo late. 

Q Smart boya. 

'mE PRESIDENl': You know what I aaid at Gett)'sburg? 

Q Cbiaelera? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: Yes. (Laughter) 

Q Will you meet us here at the train tonight? 

THE .PRJ!SIDJl::ITT: I will get back when things are through (at Groton). 

\ -
Q Have you r eceived any word about this textile strike? 

'lHE Plm5IDENT: Not a word. 

Groton at 11.00 , class exerci ses , luncheon at 1 . 00 and then 

atter that, I may take a lit tle drive and go down to the river and 

watch t he Crew. I cannot tell just wha t I will do. 

Q Thank you, i.Ir. President . 

'nili ?R.ESIDZNT: iiell , have e good day • 

. \ 
- .. ..----
-- --
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COO'IDl!m'IAL 
Preea Conference #128, 
Executive otficea of the White House, 
1une 6, 1934, 10 .45 A. M. 

~ How about the District? 

'lHE PRE3I DENT: I haven't a thing but I expect to have something by tomor-

row on judgeships -- I hope so . 

MR. DONALDS<l~ : AJ.l i n . 

THE PIDSIDEl\'T : I would be very grat ef'ul if you would i nclude in your 

stori es this afternoon and tomorrow t he announcenent t hat t he 

Corporat e BaDkruptcy Bill is going to be s i gned uctually on the dot 

of noon tomorrow. Ther e are reasons why it should be known before- • 

hand t hat it i s going to be s igned at a specific time on account of 

appli cations by corporations, etc . , to various courts. If it is 

given out ahead of time it prevents any one corporAtron f rom getting 

ahead of any other corpora tion. 3o , At 12 noon to~orrmv , on the dot, 

it will be actually signed and will becooe a l aw. 

Q. A:re there a ny large companies among those? 

THE PRESI!>El~T: I haven ' t any ideo.. It is 9. l egal technicE.lity but it i s 

to prevent anybody from get ting an advantage over anybody else. 

liac (Mr. ~Jcintyre) se.ys it is all right for me to read to you --

I do not know whether it should be off the r ecord or not -- t he fol -

lowing telegraJTI which J !ac received this IJloruing: 

(Reading) nr,b rvin Mcintyre, Secretary to President , 1\'hite 
House, Washington, D. c • . Just .r eceived telegr tl.lll !rom friend 
on Yale vars i ty who says that David Livingston rowing number 
tour on junior varsity cannot go to New London to race against 
Harvard because or ROTC Engineering Camp. Apparent~ no 
Senators have been abl e t o excuse him and t hey wish father to 
intervene as soon as possi ble it anything can be done. See 
you at the r aces I hope . 

• 
Franklin Roosevelt, Jr.~ 



So this UDtortuu.te tellow, apparatl7 haTiD& tailed throuab 

SeDatarial iDtluence to get enywheres, i t at l ast reaches the White 

House. 

Q Are you goiD& to let him ~'? 

'IRE ~ID:mT: I haTe turned i t OTer to St en (!Jr. Earzy) , who 1s Teey 

high i n the \'far Department, as you know, to l et St aTe see what he 

can do. 

Q Do you mind if we use t his? 

'lHE PIUSID~;T: I think you Cllll use it, i f you want. It i s rather amus-

ing , especially about t he Sena tors . It woul d be awful if Steve 

didn't get t he poor fellow oft. (Laughter) 

I don ' t think ther e is any parti cular news. The drought roes-

sage, you all kllow about that . There ha s been nothing since yester-

day oorning ' s conference. I think, just for your information , I 

might explain one t hing to you and that is what I said to the 

Senators and Congressmen yesterday. Of course, i n a very real 

sense , tti s i s more than a drouent . It co~s pretty close to reach-

ing t~e proportions of a di saster because of the number of people 

a.ffec·t ed and affected in e we.y v;hich -- well , t he burninB of a great 

ci ty might affect just as many individuals but on the other hand , 

work, if a qity burns up , i s illllli«H.ately available and it i s a great 

deal of work to clear the rui ns . These poor people on these farms 

have no work available for t hem and in a large portion of this area, 

even if it rains from n01v on , there will be a great me.ny thousands 

of families who won ' t be able to raise anything out of the ground 

or keep_the cattle going. In other words , they won' t be able to 

sustain themselves unt i l 1935. 



.u tu •• the IIIOD87 8D4 ot i~ 1a ooncemecl, I aa1c1 to the 

people trom the Hill :yesterday mol'lllna, "ot course, the OcwezDillidt 

baa to take care of a disaeter of that size." We have two W878 ot 

goina about it. One 1s to uae t he authority to switch tuDda, which 

1a in the Appropriations Bill. In other words, w1 thout asldq tar 

any mor e money by direct appropriation, we probably could have 

t aken t he amount, somewhere around half a bil lion dollars -- we 

don' t kllow the exact amount yet , out of RFC because RFC, under the 

law, bas t pe authority to rai se the money i tself. ID ot her words , 

it i s totally available nnd we ooul~ transfer i t to rel~ef purposes . 

But t he n~re I thought i t over the more I thought that RFC was 

f r ankly organ1zed for e rather different purpose and it would be a 

much cleaner and honest thing to do to make a . str aight appr opri ation. 

;..ctually , of cour se , the !l.l.!lount of money which it obligates the 

Treasury to pay is exactly the same. If we took i t out of RFC it 

would be di sguised whereas , in this way , it appears in the open and 

i t is much better to do it in the open. The-total. amount of the 

Government debt under either method would be exactly the same. 

I don' t know yet whether I will send the message up today or 

wa.it a few de.ys for further informati on and we don ' t know yet 

Yrhether it will be a separate bill or whether it will be put on _as 

an amendr.lent to the existing Deficiency .L.ppropriati on Bill. You will 

pr obably know that in the next twenty-four hours. , 

Q. This won ' t increase the spendi ng progr am? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: Oh, 1111, yes . • 

Q. It will be besi des the budget, in other words? 

THE PRESIDENT: It Ynll be i n addition t o t he budget, no question of t hat. 

Of cours e 't he budget was done when nobody had any idea tha1r this 
' 



•Jor oatutrophe wu p1q 1lo bQpa. If 1 i oae Gilt of RIC b-. 

l'Oidaa poRr 1 i WOill4 appear 1D expud1 turee &D4 not 1D approprt .. 

tioiUI. 'lh1a wq 1 t ~are 1D both expand1 turea and. appropr1ai1~. 
~ You won' i han a baluoed ~t 1D li:56 than? 

'DIE PRmiDm'l': Let us erose that~ge when we c.ome to 1t. It 1t 1a 

DOt balanced, then 1 t will be balan'o,d by an 8JIIOUDt necessary to take 

oare or an untoreseeable major calamity. 'lheretore, in wr1 ting the 

story, I think you should write the whole sto;"Y, not just a lead I 

sayi.Dg that a balanced budget is overboard . 

~ Can you tell us anything about the conference of 

on the Wagner Bill yesterday? 

~ THE PR.liSIDl!liT: We didn't talk aboot the Wagner Bill especially, talked 

about the general subject. They thOUBht things were working out 

pretty well in their industry. 

Q. '!hey seemed to think that the "iiagner Bill had upset their Labor Board 

out there. 

THE PRESID:el71': Well , that is a question about which I don' t know. 

Q. I s there anything on the legislative situation? 

'mE PRESIDENT: l~o, I don't think I had better discuss the individual 

bills up there because , after all, the thing is up there. All or 

these various bills ~are up there and the leaders are doing their best 

to get as Jllllch through tiS they can. I don' t want, at this particu-

lar time , to label bills in classes A , B or C because the situation 

changes from hour to hour and primarily , a t the present time, it is 

the r esponsibilit.y ot Congress. 

The only thing I have sent up is that message, to which I don't 

think there will be a.JF oppoai tion, about turning over some second-



hu4 rt.flea ad a tn old uaoa don in Haiti but I aeni-up 1!01'4 ~at 

if there ia 8JQ' opposi t1011 to that great aot of gellft'Oai tr em . ·ciur 

part, not to hold up the Session on account of that. 

~ Could I SO back tor a moment to the drought situation? Are there eDT 

estimates or the DWIIber of people a.ttected? 

'l'HE PRmiDENT: At the present time, in the emergency drought areas -- in . 
other wards , the ones that · are marked red on the chart, on the map--

there are probably 125 ,000 families. 

'!hen, in the blue area, from which we a r e tald.ng a certain 

number .of counti es almost every day and adding them. to the red area 

because it is getting worse, that blue area cover s such a very l arge 

territory that I don' t think we have made any check-up on the number 

of families. Of course, the blue area has a bit of hope of being 

able to raise some supplies the balance of the season. -

.~other thing that is tremendously i mportant -- I have spoken 

about i t before but in spite of that there have been some stories --

there is no danger of human famine. Let us get that and repeat it 

and repeat it . I am gping to repeat it this week again and again 

until I go away. '!here is no danger of hW18D. famine. 

There will be probably several million head or cattle which 

have got to-tlre point where it is cheaper to kill them and can them-

than it is to try to bring food in from long distances, especially 

because of the fact that in a great many areas there i s not enough 

water for those cat tle and it i s almost impossible to bring water i n 

by rail. But there is no danger of human famine. There is · plenty 

ot carryover. 

,~ Mr. President, with reference to that report you sent up the day before 

.. 



UaUe4 Stat .. , I aot1oe the ou «!•Hq wUh the Great Leba :pl'e­

nppo••• the bu1l41q ot the St. Lawrezaoe Seaft7• ~118 70U ou 

tell ua about that? Are thq goiq to aegotiate a DeW treat,- or ur-

thing of that sort during recess? 

mE PRl!SID!NT: All I can tell 70U 1s ott the record on the st. La.wr8lloe. 

It baa got to be off the r ecord because I have DOt done aDything on 

it. During the course of the sUIIIII8r probabl.J' I will be in touch 

w1 th the Canadian Govel'Dlllent and also with our own people in tbe 

Senate here am see what we can do. The only thing we bave to bear 

in-mind, vecy firmly, i s that we haven' t by aD7 means abandoned the 

St. Lawrence Seaway. We are going ahead with it but as to the tilll8 

and method, as to whether there will be any 8.1118ndments to the 

Treaty, I cannot say, because I have not taken it up. 

Q Can you tell us anything about the applicati on of Chemical Foundation 

for funds to develop pine pulp paper in Georgia? 

mB .PRESID.ENT: I haven't heard. Wes it applied for? 

Q Dr. E2ekiel made a rather adverse report on it when it was referred 

to the Agricultural Department. 

THE PRESIDENT: I did not know it was referred . \'lbat was the name of rq 

friend down there? 

Q Dr. Herty. 

'mE l'RESIDENT: All I have se8ll was a delightful pamphlet telling about 

the experi!Mnts but, as I r emember it,. that pamphlet gave the sus-

• 
gestion that there ought to be 8llOther year or two before going 

ahead on a large collll18rcial ba.aia. 
. 

Q I Wlderstand they are asking $4,000,000. to develop it, that is, to 

• 
• 

'I 



'BIB PREIDIHT: I do not beline that Public Worka twlda can be uel tor 

purel7 dnelopment uper111l8Dta. I rather doubt it. It thq had 

something that wu practical, &CIIIething to so ahead w1 th, it wou14 

be a bit ditterent, but I don't think thq are read7 to so ahead on 

a.. COJ11118rcial. sized plant. 

Q. 'lhat is one point that Dr. Ezekiel raised. 

mE FRESIDl!NT: I am tremendously keen about the thing. Berty bas been 

down to the Springs (Warm Springs) an.d talked to me about it. 

Q. It was announced that Robinson (Senator Joe Robinson) and UDNary 

(Senator McNary) would come up and see you sometime relative to the 

legi sl ative program. I s t here anything on that? 

THE PRESIDENT (turning to Mr. Mcintyre) : You have not heard ~hing? 

l.m. MoiN'IYRE: No, s ir. 

~ Have you anything on the threaten.ed steel strike? 

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing, except tha t Hugh Johnson *old me yesterday he 

was still negotiating. 

Q. Have you had e. report frCIII the West Coast , trCIII Mr. ~Grady (Assistant 

Secretary of Labor UoGrady) in connection w1 t h a dock workers 1 strike 

out there? 

'mE PR:ESIDl!NT: No, the o~y thing I got was tha t Miss Perkins showed me 

yesterday a telegram which s ounded a bit hopetul , but I think: you 

will have to get it from her. It looked like better :cews than we 

had yesterday mo~ning. 

Q. .When you sisn the Stock IAarket Bill, will you be ready to announce the 

membership ot the Commission? 

~ PRESimlfl': No, sir. It really 1s true that I have glven absolutel.7 

no consideration to it. I suppose I han had titty or a hwldred 



-· 
nemee sublll tted aD4 I put th• all into a toldv 8114 I 8\Qipose I 

will dig it out attar Congress goes home. But I reall.7 han n9t 

thought about it, despite tne taot that New York has ll!Ulounoed the 

DISIII:Iership. 

Q. AD;ytbing in the report that Senator Blaine is going to be selected to 

the RrC betore Congress goes home? 

'lHE ·PRESIDENT: Yes-- wait a minute-- I haven't got 8Jl:7body yet, but I 

em going to send up a name 'tor the Federal Power Commission today. 

Q. In spite or the tact that we have repeatedly told Great Britain that 

we are willing t o listen, they insist that it is up to us to make 

the f irst move? 

'mE PR:ESIDENT: I think the only thing to do is to read the Message I 

sent to the Congress. 

Q. Is it likely you will have any time to receive any .European debt ndssions ·-
before you leave? 

'lHE PRESID:ENT: Are any coming over? They will have to hurry. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Q. Can you mention the name ot the appointee to the Fe~eral Power Commission? 

'1HE PRESIDl!NT: J'ust as soon as it ·comes up. 

Steve (Mr. Early) suggests if you want to write that St . Lawrence 

story on your ovm res~nsibilit~t is all right. 

Q. In connection with that watershed r eport? 

'IHE PRESID:WT: Yes. 

Q. Has anything definite been settled on the drought area, the section 

that i s suffering? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: The only way I can answer tbat is this way: I do not know 

yet bow 1111ch tree money we w:ill have in Public Works in the camiug 

.. , 



-· 
t1aoal. rear IIDd how lll.lCh will be necea8817 to OUT)' on aiatiq pro-. . 

jeota 11ll:e the Upper Mlaa1aa1pp1 an4 :ron hot, et cet"era. •• ha't'e 

not ret 41aouaae4 how much balance there will be tor new projeota, 

but W14oubte41J 11' some ot those Upper Ml.ssou.r1 projects look prettT 

goo4 aD4 do not cost 't'er'f llllCh and will help in this drought area, 

we may spend some of the Public Work.s money on that, but we ha't'e not 

got to the point of any decision. 

~ I understand you bn't'e been conferring with some of the Na't'al officers 

nbout the forthcoming talks in London. Can you give us any intimation • 

of what the attitude of t he United Sta t es will be? 

'lHE PRESID]lll'f: '!he only thina is th3t s·ome offi cers are going over very 

shortly for preliminary conversations . 'lhnt i s all. vie won't have 

any announcement to make at all as to what the policy i s . It will 

probably come out of London, not here. 

Q. Who is going over? 

'lHE HU:SIDENT: Admiral Leahy -- ask the State Department it t here is any 

reason wby the personnel, as to Vlho is going over, should not be --

~ (interposing) It has been made public . 

~ Are we going to have any platform? 

'lHE PRESIDOO': No, just conversations. (Laughter) 

Q. 'What are the chances on (v1s1tin6) Green Say (Wi sconsin) ? 
I -

TRE PRESIDENT: I hope to get there but it is not definite. 

Q Will there be any chance ar going anywhere else in the State (of Wisconsin)' 

T.E:n: .PRESIDmT: No. I hope to do 1t just at the e.nd of 1uly • 

• 



OCIII'IDIIII'lU Pr•• Ocmteeue #121, 
lleout1Ye otf1oea ot tbe Wblte House, 
JUDe 8, liM, 4.00 P. 1!. 

m:1 PR!SIDBNT: Remember that white clothes are maaob cheaper in Pnsrto 
' 

Rico end P..nama thaD here. 

Q. W.e will remember that, Mr. President. 

Q. We will need them much more there than here. 

Q. I think it will be cheaper for us to buy a couple ot suits ot duDg8.1'eea 

before we leave. 

THE PRESIDENT: 'lbey are supplied free of charge by the Navy. 

q, You have to pay for ~hem. 

'lHE PRl!SIDENT: You do? I did not know that. 

~ You can put it on the expense account. (Laughter) 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

'JliE PRESIDENT: I do not think there is any news except I suggested to 

The Three Mlsketeers t .hat white suits are cheaper in Puerto Rico and 
• 

Panama than here. 

~ That suits us. 

Q. We will travel light, then, until we get there. 

~ VIe may send some back, d~ty free , tor those that don't go • 

. 'IRE PRl!SIDENT: I should think so; they a~going to ch'ES~ them to the 

expense account. 

Q. Have you any comment to make on the selection ot Fletcher as the new 

Republican leader? 

'IHE PRESIDENT: No conment on the record but ott the record antirel7 I C8D 

repeat to you what I said to Steve (Mr. Eerly)about it. I said, 

"De mortuis Dil Disi bonum." (Laughter) . 



~ I tblDk 1' h aafe to put that on the reoar4. 

mE PRJSI1l111T: Steve (Mr. Eu}7) aaS.d, "la that a cOIIIpllMilt or not,. 

(Laughter) 

I do not think there is any part1oular news. 

Q t."bat cUI you really say there? 

'IBE PIUSlmm': 1 will tell you about the middle of the Pacific Oceu. 

(Laughter) 

Q In the Message you say you hope to present a plu to the next Congress. 

'lbat means you will have a commission to study the probl em during 

the summer months? 

'IRE P!m>ID:BNT: 1 do not know tha t 1 will dignify it by the name ot a com-

mission. I will do ~oat of the work mfSelf on it . I have nothing 

to do this summer. In other words, I will have quite a lot of con-

ferences w1 th the iiar Depart rnent , the Recl amati on Service, etc , a.nd 

it may develop into some kind of a reviewing commission. 1 will 

will handle most of it Ieyselt. 'lbat is, the lo.nd and vrater, the 

big drought thing. 

~ When do you sign the Tariff Bill? 

'IHS P!USIDENT: I do not t hink until Monday because there is some kind of 

complication about the sugar allotments . 'l"hey want to get that out 

o~ the way first . I approveq that today. 

Q. Mr. President, is there anything you can t ell us further about the 

steel situation? Did you discuss it with Miss Perkins today? 

'lEE PRESI Dl!N'l': The only thing 1 know is what came out on the ticker 

(the United Press ticker in Mr. Ear~'s room) about three or five 

minutes ago . '.ihey &Dnounced something. I have not heard since then. 

Q. 7lhen will you sign the Air Mail Bill? 

\ 

J-
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'1!11 PH!SIDIR'l': 'lhat baa not come down yet. 

Q Ill'. President, 414 you get a protest from senator Oearge 8lld others . 

about the attitude ot Dr. Ezekiel toward the Cheud.cal Foundation's 

application tor money to develop wood pulp paper in Georgia? 

'mE Hm:iiDmT: Oh, yes; I do not know whether you could call it a protest 

or not because I have not seen what Dr. Ezekiel said. JuJyway, I 

wrote a letter on 1 t to somebody, saying · I was very mch interested 

in wood pulp made from yellow pine. 

Q Can we have a copy of it? 

THE ~IDnfl': I think it has to be released down there. 

MR. ~: You rememb~r the statement you made 

tion~ Tbat was announced earlier. 

about the fo~est conserve-

'IHE PRESIDENT: You did that? 

MR. i':ARLY: Yes , sir. 

THE PlUSIDENT: Steve (ldr. Early) handed out something earlier that took 

care of it. 

Q I t hought wha t they objected to was that the Chemical Foundation was 

r aising the point tha t seventy per cent of the paper stock was i~ 

ported and Dr. Ezekiel sai d it was not altogether an evil, that the 

foreign countries used that roney to buy American exports, and they 

construed' it a s throwing cold water on this application. 

'IHE PRESIDENT: I do not know whet be said but of course the real 8JlBWer 

is this: tha t to make pulp as a general proposition out ot an Amari-

can wood supplied in the l~orth, tha t supply of wood is decreasing at , 

such a fast rate already t hat there won't be any woods lett. It is 

obviously the economic thing to do it we can use this yellow scratch I 

pine in the South, which is not being used for aJJything else, to make 

... 



, 

~· 2!1at 11111 be all to lhe 1004, u 10111 u •• nplaoe 1t u 

tut u we out u. 1!ult 1a the catch to u. 

~ Woal.d you care to aq ~hins about the lunoheon today with the 

Zapaaeae Pr1uoet 

'Dm PRESIDl!NT: .Twit a luncheon ot courh87 and a v1a1 t of courte87. Ver, 

Dice time. 

~ No thins pol1 tical? 

'Dm PRFSIDENT: No. 

Q. Did the Labor Board Bill go through? 

'IKE Plm3IDmT: I do not know. 

Q. Is the Ickes Oil Control Bill as necessary as it was two weeks ago? 

'mE PRESIDENT: I have complete ignorance on the subject. 

Q. I thought perhaps you might know. 

'IKE PRESIDENT: I have not heard what is happening in Consress since the 

Vice Presi dent got here at 2. 00 o'clock. 

Q. 'lbat is a long while ago. (Laughter) 

Q. I unders'tood you to sey that the i/agner Bill was not slated to go throught 

'IRE PRESIDENT: I have not heard anything about it since 2.00 o'clock. 

Q. ~thing about Harry Newton as a member .ot the Federal Home Loan Board? 

'lHE PRESIDl!NT: No; I do not t hink his time is up until July twenty-first. 

I have not done anything about it. 

Q. A:1J:7 Tart.tt Commission appointments in mind? 

'lEE PRESIDENT: No. Frankly, on the Tariff Commission, until I have had a 

I 
chance to have a general talk about it, I do not know whether I am 

go1q to fill those two vacancies or not. The thousht, as I lhiDk 

I told :you all about six months ago, is t hat tour people on the 

Tar1~ COIIIIIission 1111Q' not be neces8&1'7. I have not diaouaaed the 
• 

' 

• 



4eWl• ot it aiaae t!ln. I auppoae, after the Taritt Bill 1a 81 .... 

8114 CoDSI'eas so•• bOIIe " will han a geeral ooutereaae on the 

tariff a1 tuation w1 th tbia Interdepartmental J'oreign Trade Caa.i ttee 

that 1a operating and tha '!Ui.tt Caaaission to determine whether " 

should till those two Taoanoiea or not. 

Q There i s a third vaoanoy coming up this month, isn't there? 

'lEE Plm!IDl!NT: I did not know that; who 1a it? 
• 

Q Dr. Porter. 

'1m: PRESIDENT: I di d not know tha t. 

Q How about the RFC appointment? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: RFC? No. I hope soon• 

~ Mr. President, have you had any personal part recently in the trade and 

credit discu.ssions w1 th the Russi an people? ' 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard a word on i t for a couple of weeks. 

Q On the tariff, how soon do you think you can get any actual bargaining 

on th!:!t under this new Bill? 

'lHE PRE3IDEliT: I think you will have to ask the State Department for details. 

ks I understand it, they have got at least half a dozen nations that 

they are holding preliminary discussions with already. 

Q i.Ir . President, in view of the faot t hat an agr eement has been reached 

on t he Cowm1nications Bill in conference, is there anything you can 

tell us with reference to the plans in reference to that ~ommission? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: No, I have not even thought about who 1s ,_o go on it. Do 

you happen to know whether that goes into effect immediately or does 
~ 

it go into effect --

Q (interposing) July first. 

'lHE PRE3IDENT: July f irst? Then I won't think about it until after congre .. 



' . 

' 

aoe• hale. I • patUq ott nel')"th1JI8 I cu until caasru• soe• 
hcae. 

Q. Do you. th1Dk they will got 

'm! FRESIDINT: Oh, I ~1Dll: •o• 

Q. Do you plan to put the Houaiq Bill througbt 

'!HE ~IDENT: I th1Dll: so, very much. That 1a an eaaential thiDg. 

Q. What inatrootions are our delegates carrying to London w1 th respect to 

this conference preliminar.F to the Naval Conference? 

'lHE FRESID::<.:NT: '!hat will break from London r ather than from here. 

Q. Will there be any surprises? 

'lBE PRESIDENT: I do not know. 

~ Are you going to allow your secretary {Mr. Early) to go through w1 th 

that golf match? 

Q. He ought to give Lew Douglas some ideas. 

'!HE PIDSID:ENT: '!here is a ca tch. Lew Douglas is to keep score so Steve 

{~~. · Early) is perfectly sate . It will be a low score. 

Q Any further reports fron1 the drought area? 

'IHE PRESID~T: No. Acting Secretary 1\l.gwell gave us a very interesting 

picture of it in the Cabinet meeting. Of course a great mnDY people 

are going to be affect ed who are not on fares. '!hat wi ll be one 

reason Ylhy thi~ Bi ll t hat goes in tomorroVt is going to carry the 

~ provision for putting on r elief the people in citi es who are thrown 

out of work because of l ack of cattle and wheat coming into the 

cities. The preliminary, tenta tive estimate for that is about fifty 

million dollars more which is to take care of city people thrown out 

of work. The general thought, in taking care of these drought areas, 

i s that we are doing everything possible to get people to plant, .. ~ry-



~ &NW1DB ~OD DOW on. ot course iD oertein areu you cu pleD' --

1t we get a good deal ot rain -- you cu plot oerta1n orops up to 

the t1rst 'or tenth or July and tney will mature sutticiently to take 

care ot the soil, the ground, and provide a certain amount ot forage. 

'lbe chief problem, in general , 1s the question or forage for live-

stock, and that 1s very serious. 

Q. Should this drought make any difference in the crop production loans? 

THE PRESIDENT: In what? 

Q Your attitude t~ard crop pr oduction loans? 

'lHE PRESID'El!T: No. 

Q. How ~bout the seed loans? 

'IRE PRI!SID~: Oh, you mean that. Of course those seed loans are primarily 

cotton loans, not affected by the drought one way or the other. Nearly 

all of it is cotton. 

Q. Do you know whether they pl an to handle that a s a separate piece ot 

legisle.tion? 

'IRE PRESID:ENT: 'Jlle l atest is that it will be tacked on as an amendment 

in the Senate. 

t;t That i s fifty milli on more? \1hat is the total? 

'IHE PRESIDENT: F1 ve hundred and twenty-five million. 
' 

Q. Have you heard anything on the Pacific longshoremen's strike? 

'lEE PRESIDYIT: I have not heard anything .since yesterday, when it looked 

pretty favorable . 

Q. Is there any steel conference schedul ed for the week end, or in sight? 

'IHE PRESID:Fl\T: I have no idea. 'lbe thing changes from minute to minute. 

Q. What 1s your view J n t he crop curtailment in the light of the drwght? 
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'1!11 PRISlDD'l's llaa DOthiD& to 4o, one ft1' or the other; no ooDDeotion. 

Q. The 41'oupt atteote the orop. 

mE PBJSIJJDT: lhioh meau t!lat next 7ear, it there len • t aD7 oarr,.OYer 

on a slTen crop, 7011 inoreaee the amount ot crope that '1111A7 be eown 

so as to prOYide tor the eet1mate4 annu~ consumption plus a surplus. 

Q. A:rrr turther -- ( inte.rruption) 

'lHE PRESIDJ!NT: In other word.s, let us take a very good example ot what 7011 

might call the eastern city point of view tha t does not know the 

difference between barley 8.IId wheat. People are apt to jump at the 

conclusion that there is a connection between a drought ·and crop 

curtailment . ot course , there i s absolutely no connection whatsoever. 

'!he whole t heory of crop curtailment is to prevent excessive surpluses . 

'!hat i s because excessive surpluses or carryovers torce down the price 

to such an extent that t he farmer cannot make both ends meet. It you 

have an adequate surplus to take care of a crop failure one season, 

t hat is all you need . Only it ought to be absolutely sufficient to 

take care a£ a failure , as . it will be this year. There is enough· 

food in the country. Now, the next year, you not only plant to grow 

enough crop to take care of the demand , the consumption, for the 
• 

following year but also enough to establish a surplus. 

Q. Would it be a surplus tha t .the farmer or the Govermnent might own? 

'lHE PRESID:ENT: We haven't got to that stage yet in determining that. 

ot course, it has been under discussion for tour or five years as to 

whether surpluses should be owned or controlled by the Gov8l'DJIIet. 
I 

Q Mr. President, on this loan, 1e your attitude toward -the 'lbMe A emeD4-

mente unchanged? 



ml PR88TDDIT: I thlllk thq are a4rieable. 

~ You still wieh to see them go tib.roush? 

'lEE PRESmENT: Yea. 

Q• What is your attitude on the Ickes oil control? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: Unchanged. I hope we will get it because, aa I Wlderate.Jid 

this decision down in Louisiana, it is pretty good but only cOYera 

-the particular case. before the court and· we are dependent, w1 thout 

the oil bill, on whatever the courts. may decide between now and next 

J'anuar:y. 

Q Can you throw any light on the conference with Perkins? 

THE PRESIDENT: What d.id we talk about?· 

Q Steel, by any chance? 

THE PRESIDENT: Only for a-minute, that is about all. I do not know whether 

we talked about various departmental matters. 

Q It was not only the steel industry? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: No. 

~ Have you any more plans for the social service? 

'IRE PR:ESIDENT: We will have to keep on studying. He have been at it now 

for six months. 

~ No commissions or anyt hing l ike that? 

' THE PR:ESm:WT: No. Probably handl;e it Jey'Selt like the otlier one. 

~ What did Mr. 'Eastman have up the other day? 

THE PRESIDENT: To tell you the truth, I have forgotten. lie did talk about 

• -

the bills up there and he hopes to get some ot them through. Which 

ones, I could not tell you. You will have to ask him. He still 

thiDks there is a chance. 

I (The Press Conference adjourned at 4.25 P. ~) 

• 
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'lEI MU81DBNT: I do not bel1ne there 1a 8Q' nne tod117 at all. 

Q': Tell u about the 22 b1111ou. (RefU'l"illg to the report 'bT Qearp ~u) 

THE PRl!SI~: You han this (11ld1oatlDg printed report}. 'lbb 1e Oeorp 

Peek's story, g1Ten out on tore1p trade. I do not kDow whether 7011 

are te.m1l1ar w1 th 1 t but apparent17 it is the nrst t11118 it baa noer 

been done. This ls something already given out 'bT George Peek's 

ottice ·ao I suppose you are all tam111ar with it. It is what might 

b" c~led a preliminary estime.te and subject of' turther studies, 

but it is the f irst t hing ot its ldDd that baa been attempted, show­

ing the total or American cports and illlpOI!ta trc:m 1896 dOirll aDd 

through 1953. In other words, it is a th!-rt7-an-en or th1rt,--eight-

year period. 

I suppose most people have the idea that during that period, 

because we had an apparentlY favorable export bal.ance, that this 

country has made a lot ot money out of its foreign trade. Well, 

these tigures that George Peek's ot'tlce has been working out, which 

have been at least par~ly checked by the Department ot cam-roe, 

rather disprove the theory that the United States makes a lot of' 

money out or its so-cal.led favorable bal.anoe. You will haTe to read 

the. letter to me to get the details of' 1 t. ,The roup f'iSUl'es are 

that duriDg thia whole period we eold to the world soo4a to the 

amount or 121 b1lll01l8 -~ that is btlliou, don't .a U JllWou -

and we b011ght t:rom the world soo4a n.lued at 1M b111101l8, ao there 



4olhn, 11b1oh anna that, 1D aDother 1n17 ot putt1q it, our ''II'WN 

nre oD17 aft'eDV per cent ot our exports. 

But, u apiut that apparentl7 ta-yorable belenoe ot S6 b1ll1ou, 

George Peele ~· that n ousht, in tairness, to 4e4uct the IUIIOIUlt 

that good Americana spent on their tripe to Paris, in other wor4a the 

tour18t money, which amounts to 19 billions, so with that de4uot1cm · 

it leans an apparently t a-yorable t rade balance ot o~ 17 billion 

dolla r s . 

'lben, you have two other amounts t hat you han t o t ake into 

consi der ati on: First , the s ervices rendered by us to t he world in 

s hi pping and f r ei ght services , interes t and dividend payments, i n ter-

est and pr incipal paytlents at various debts , etc., which add to the 

amount owed us 26 billi~ns, making a tot al owed us ot 46 billion..a. 
. . 

Ot course, if you do t hat , you have to charge ott the ot her side ot 

the pi cture and deduct t he services r endered to us by the world 

shipping and trade services , interest and divi dend payments on all 

foreigners' i nvestment s in t he Uni ted St ates , things of that kind, 

and ne t gol d i mports, which woul d r educe the world debt ot 43 

bi lli ons by 21 b i lli ons , which would show tha t during t his 38-year 

peri od the net amount owed to the United States is about 22 billion 

dollars. 

·And t hen , Peek u;akes the point that that 22 billion dollars, 

~hfch i s the net pr ofit -- t he easies t way of putting it-- the net 

profit ot all o~ our for ei gn dealings, t hat that 22 billion dollars 

has not been paid us, t hat we han onl.7 got erldences ot indebte4-

neea, so t hat U those erldences ot in4ebtedlless are paid,_ then n 

will be 22 billion dollars better ott tar t his sa-rear period. 



' . 

IJollrt of OOU'ee, tbat i.e a YVJ llltereeU~ w~ u4 I •PJo•• 

all of JOU people who bow IliON of thee• ninp thaD I 4o will 'be 

able to vUe some tuoiut1q atones; then J'OU will turn u "_. 

to the h•4H ne man aD4 he 11111 4o aome more e41 tlq. Holfe'fer, 1 t 

·1a a tine aubjeot to go lllto · becauae, ae tu u I know, thle ia the 

1'1ret time there has ner been what ialsht be oalle4 a eerioue attempt 

to eetiDate tbeee figures and perhaps a lot ot people will dispute tb•• 

~ Does it mean that the world welshes on their debts? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: Oh, no. 

~ How do they owe us 22 billion dollars? 

-
'lHE PRESIDENT: Well, they have not paid us the favor able balance ot trade 

in cash. 

~ What are the eVidences of indebtedness? 

THE PRESIDINT: I will have to study 1 t some more before I answer that 

question. Well, there are balances tha t various American firms have 

in Dlrope, which they cannot bring back here. 'lhe whole foreign 

exchange s1 tuation is involved in that. 'lhen there are notes ot 

foreign corporations, bonds ot municipalities, their notes and bonds 

ot all kinds ot foreign corporations that are held here, not onl7 by 

inves tors but by companies . It the General Electric (tor example) 

sells a lot oi' equipment to some prl. vate concern in Italy, it takBa 

notes oi' that ·private concern over a period ot years, part cash and 

part notes. In other words , 1 t i s all the various mercantile type 

ot debts. 

~ A good part ot that i s liquid short-term stuff? 

mE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

~ Is it true that the whole 22 million dollars, none ot it has been paid 

ill oaah! 



-
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mB PIBSimlil'l's 22 biUiou. Daat is the ut , put that lla8 aot bea pa14 

1JI. cub. In other worts, all the rest has bee pa14, jut the s ... 

u we paid tor what we bought. 

~- Is 1 t tl'Ue that goods and serrices ot foreign ~UDtries IIIUit be ac­

cepted b7 US _it this OOUDtl')' is to be paid ott? 

~PRESIDENT: That, ot course, is much too detini~e a statement because 

goods and services are one torm ot payment, onl7 one torm. J'ust the 

same wa7 a s the reply the Secretary ot State made. For ezample, 

there are large headlines in the papers which would give the average 

layman who reads t hose papers -- it is the headline fellow' 's fault, 

not 70urs -- the idea that we had detini tel7 made an otter to Great 

· Britain that they could pay all their debt by sending us goods. 

That is what the layman gets f rom reading that type ot headline in 

the morning papers. _ If you will read Hull 's reply carefully, you 

will see that that kind of headline was unjustified. 

~ In t hat connection, the London disP,atches state that the British are 

a 11 ttle puzzled by what we mean.. Do we mean we would be willing to 

open our IIBrkets here sufficiently to permit them to accWIIIllate 

dollar balances here? 

'lliE PRESIDmT: We would be willing to discuss that w1 th them as they had 

suggested on several previous occa.sions, in order to avoid the 

obstacle they raised , wnich was the paym.e.nt in cash. We would be 

entirely willing to go along and talk about what they had suggested, 

which was partial payment in kind, but very partial. ObviouslT, 

you cannot transfer the whole -- what did they esree to P&J' us, 350 

or 400 million dollars? ot course that could not be paid in ldnd. 

Q. Ian' t it a sate guess we are not going to open our markets to permit 



ouaot .. aer J'N or 110 waleaa J'Oil •tart beatiD& J'OU' wife. In other 

worda, auppoae •• had acree4 to tab .o• Un. I juet take that CNt 

ot the air beoauae I aaw 1 t in tbe paper thia mormq. SQppoee n 

agree to take a certain 8JDOU.Jlt ot tin which we do not produce, doee 

that open tbe market. in tbie country or not! • 

You c8Jl't wr1 te a def'iD1 the story on a127 of' t bis stutt; that 

is t he real aDBWer. I could not 1t I tried. 

~ Isn't the ma.in purpose of this note to keep the debt question open? 
• 

'mE PRliSIDENT: No, the main purpose is to answer the British note. 

~ Coming back to the Peek Report for a moment, he says in his report that 

the figures show that the international trade bas been cWIIllative~ 

disadvantageou.s to us and he says we hsve to make a new approach. 

Has he made 8.127 detini te suggestions to you as to what t he new approach 

might be? 

'lHE FRE:>IDENT: No. !l.s I say, this is the first time these figures have 

been worked up. Then, too, he divides them into a series of' periods 

which are quite interesting: 1896 to 1914; 1914 to 1922, which is 

really the war period; 1923 to 1929, which is r eally the madness 

period; and 1930 to 1933, which is what might be called the recon-

struction period. 

Q. What, if' 8.127, moral might be drawn from the figures? 

'lHE PRFSIDmT: None, absolute~ none. ~at is exactly what I am t17iD8 

to drive bome, that nobody ie tl'J'ing to point 8.Jl7 moral or do llDJ'thiD& 

more about it except to give out t hese figures tor people to think 

about and get interested in. 



..., - Q lllat ~eot oa JOV poUq in nesotidiiiSl"eoipl'OOal trade acre ... ,. 

will that rep~ hant 

'lEI PRISIDDIT: I ha~e not ~ idea, 1UQ' more thaD. J'OU hne. 

Q · You siped a bill of great importance to the D1etr1ct -- I am spokee-

man here for the Dletrlot --

mE PR!B!p!BT (interpoeiq}: Right. 

Q That is the Alley Improvement Bill and in that it says that an agenc1 

1e to be appointed to take the matter in hand. Have you decided who 

is to be appointed? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: No. I asked the Commissioners and Mrs. Hopkins ~to 

talk over the formation of an agency and to come in 8lld talk to me 

about it before I go away, because I would like to lrave somethiq 

started. 

I also told them another thing which, for the District, I suppose 

has some news value, wt1ich was thnt they have got $500 ,000. to start 

this work and I am -very keen to see if we cannot increase that sum, 

how much I do not know, but I do not t h ink that ~500,000. is enough 

on the first year of the operation of tPis Bill. 

~ How about public works? "Nhere will that come frOIIJ.'/ 

'mE PRESIDENT: Public works? 1\nother thing I told the Cc:mnissioners is .. 
what uq position is -- it has always been the same -- I would like 

to see Washington, D. c~ , as t he best residential city in the United 

States. But, on the other side of the picture, I do not think the 

capital of the United States should ever become an industrial or 

manufacturing city. It would be a shame. It involves all sorts ot 

difficult problams. Let's keep it the best residential cit)' of the 

United States and stop there. 

. .. 



'1!11 PR!mD!IIT: No. 

Q. ~· labor disputes ccmpromlse -- is there ~DB on thatt 

'l'HE PRISIDENT: We are not ready on that ·because ther are telHq about it 

up on the Hill and I suppose I will hear somethiq about it at two or 

three o'clock this afternoon. 

Q. Can you comment on the Goldsborough Bill, parts or which were drawn b7 

the Gell8ral r.fotors Acceptance Corpor ation Blld the Johna-ManTille 

Acceptance Corporation? 

~ PRl!SIIll!N!': l~o. except that everybody is making allegations up there. 

Some are saying that the Building and Loan Associations are behind 

the effort to give them more money and eliminate other foriiS or 

guarantees. Frankly, I do not know 8JliY1;hing about the cat fight goiq 

on up there in the Committee. 

Q. Do you want to conment on the Bouse aJMndments to the Bill? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: I think it is pretty well known I am not for them. 

Q. How about the new Senate Bill to put it on an administrator? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know enough about i t. What .are they going to do? 

Q. 'lbere i s a substitute bill before the Senate COIIIII1ttee which would set 

up a Federal Housing _Administration and put everything in the hands 

ot the Administrator. 

'lHE ~RESIDENT: What di d the original bill set up? 

Q. Very much like the House bill, in different sections • 
. 

'lHE PRF.SIDl!NT: What kind of an administration. 

~ I think all under the RlPC in the Bouse bill. I haven't en•l7zed that. 

'l'HI!! PRESIDENT: I don't la1ow enough about the details. 



, 

'IBI HMI I •1'1 Dee' 

Q. 1D the 0~ ""· 

mE :PR!PSmD'l': In the SeDate' 

Q. Yea. 

'lEE PRESIDBRT: How does it differ? 

Q. It puts eveeythiDS UDder the Federal Housing Administrator. 

'lBE PlmSIDEl~T: I do not think it makes a lot ot difference who a4m1n1sters 

. -
it. 

Q. It is an entirely different bill. I am not familiar w1 th the details. 

'mE PIUSIDENT: It i s a terribl;y COI!IIlicated bill. I read the or1g1Dal 

through and have not looked at' the substitute or amendments or anr­

thiDS else. 

Q. Should the Bill finally come down here so messed up that it is un­

workable, i s it likel)' you will veto it? (~ughter) 

'lHE PRESIDENT: It it is unworkable, I certainl;y will. 

Q. Have you anr conment to make on Mr. '1\lgwell's victory before the Senate 

Agricultural Collllli ttee? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think I had better not. 

Q. Have you a Latin comment on that? 

'lEE PRESIDm'I': 'lhere is a certain restraint one wst exercise. 

Q Are you in tavor ot convict labor on roads? 

'DIE PRE3IDmT: Where? 

Q. In Virginia. 

TJm.~T: I haven't any idea; that is a state mattel"l. We did use 

the in the State ot Nn York 'in winter 08111ps. 

Q. In dew ot the m••roua and •JDdey reports aDd the oh&JI8es made on 

• 



- .. ; ·-1 •• , . 

'DII PHII!ilDB': You will ba•• to aak th• up there, I 4o DOt boa'. A.lt 

Zap CJaner( u ia a prettr sooct au••••· 
~ 001 ng baok to rour ataal that Washington should not be an 1n4uatr1al 

ci v, does that entail greater tinanoial respona1b111 tr on the hcl-

eral. GoTerDIII8nt tor its llllintenance? 

'lEE PRESIDENT: Wbi should 1 t? 

Q. Induatrild development might bring more mOJl87. 

'lBE PRI!SIDENT: Yes, but good housing conditions bring good receipts too. 

~ 'lhere is a st017 printed today to the ettect that there is ~ new reliet 

plan whereb7 unempleyed will be put in closed factories and start 

canning our surplus goods. 

'1m HUSIDFllT: I read it. Did that come trom Hopkins? 

Q; I do not know where it came trom. 

~ PRESIDENT: I guess that probabl7 was a hot weather stor.y. 

~ I believe the morning story is that they- are going to take over a couple 

ot factories and run th~ 
I 

'IRE PR1!SIDFJrl': I saw the headline and read -th.e-l.ead; that is all. 

Q 'lhe stor.y seemed to put it ratller detini tel7 as the plan of the l!'ederal 
• • 

Bmergenc7 Reliet? 

'lBE PRESIDENT: 'lhat is new to me. I never heard it. 

~ What are the prospects ot Governor George White, ot Ohio, being 8i••n 

a J'ederal posl tion? 

'l'fm PRJSIDBNT: I ha~t the tainteat idea. 



' Aft,_ ooall4.U. a out 1Ja the Oe•e'ta 11blab7 4uQt 

' ..... , !Ill t I baft Dot beut uoat U. DNa it ban to o- ""ta-
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CCIIr'IDI'llAL 
PH .. OoafC"aoe #l.Sl, 
ZaoaUn otno• ot ~ lhUe RoaM, 
1\ule ~. liM, 4.10 P. M. 

Q 'that ia Sterte'e (Mr. Stepbenaon) presidential auit. 

'1HE PRJ:SIDINT: I a it bis · preaidential suit? Looks to me aa it be baa 

outgrown it in front. He will lose a lot ot tbat on the destro,rer. 

Q Yes • leaning over the rail. 

MR. IXlNAimCir: All in. 

'1m PlBSIDENT: I think all the news is up on tbe other end ot PennsylTania 

Avenue today. Things are happening up there and you know more about 

it than I do. 

~ Is it going fast enough? 

THE l'RESID:eNT: Oh, I think so; going along all right. 

~ Wnen does it l ook like you are going to get it? 

THE PRESI DENT: I have not heard wi thin the l ast r.our. 

~ 'l'ihat did you bear then? 

THE PRESIDENT: Fifty-f ifty. 

~ Can you tell us whether you are contemplating any action with regard to 

Oe~'s latest u:.oratoriwn, that i:'J anything in the nature of repre-

sentations to them? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. The Secr~tar,r of State mentioned- in 

Cabinet meeting tha t they are studying the effect of the German ac-

tion. I do not know whether they have taken it up w1 th the German 

.Unbassador yet or not. 

~ In the absence of our friend, the Count (Rudolph de Zapp) , are you 

getting 8.1J1Where near t hat judgeship appointment in tbe Mlnicipal 

Court? 



IJ!m W~a 0041 Yoa blow, I ba4 entlr~ taraou• u. 

~ 1be AUon.,. a.aa.nl tbclnsU he would seJld a IUUD8 onr b.eref 

'm! HliBmENT: Will J'OU -.Ice a DOte ot that to ull: about itt It will han 

to go up fa1rl.7 soon. 

Q. 'l'be term or ll'raDk MoNiDOh (Cbairman ot the P'ederal Power COI!IIIIlssion) 

expires next week. Have you def1n1 tel.7 decided --

'lEE HUSIDIHT (interposing): iba does it e~ire' ! 

Q. ~· twenty-third (the term actually expired on the twenty-second). 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not done anything about it at all. 

Q. Isn't there another vacancy on that Commission? 

'!HE PRESIDmJT: No , I filled that the other day, Mr. Seavey. 

Q. ~1r . President, is the ~ediation Board going t o be filled, Railroad 

Mediation? 

TEE PRESIDENT: I doubt it . Somethi ng might happen between now and tomor-

row night, but I doubt it . 

Q. V~t about a new Publi c Printer? , 
'lEE PRESIDENT: Won't be anything until after the sessi on anyway. 

Q. Any more Tariff Commission appointments? 

TH3 PRZSIDENT: I do not think so . 

Q. Have you signed the Communications Commission Bill today? 

THE FRl!SlDENT: Has it come down to me yet? I do not think 1t bas. It"---

has not got in here yet . ~e only bill I have on ~ desk, not acted 

on, has to do with the Cherokee Indians . 

Q. Do you intend to appoint t he members to the Communications Commission 

before you go? 

THE PRESI D»n': Yes. 

Q. ~e New York Evening Post carries the story today that Mator Hague ltas 



ian h4 the ._ YOl'k ••faotunn to co. ewer to his wn wi'th 

their plaDts aDd that there would be no st1"1ke trouble. 'lhe Chief 

of Pollee 188ued an order torb1d41D.8 p1cket1ns all4 the National Labor 

Board said 1 t was powerleas. Anything subm1 tted t o you yet'? 

TBI PRmiDl!HT: I t h ink t hat is the usual attempt of J'ersey City to steal 

New York's bus iness. 

~ 'lhe matter has not beenlai d befor e you? 

'lHE ~ID:R.TT: I DSver heard ot i t . 

~ I nasmuch as it i s (war) debt payday, can I induce you to coi!ID8nt on the 

generosi ty of the debtor s? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: . No. 

~ Can you tell us anything about your pl ans for the s umner other t han-­

'JJIE PRESID:ENT (int er posing) : I suppose you would like 'to know, Fred (Mt'. 

Storm) . i'lell , the only thins that is definite is t hat t he actual 

date of departure is indefinite. In other words , I do not know what 

day we are going to push oft . I might put it off three or four days 

to give me a little bit mor e time to go up t o Hew London a nd t hen 

come back here for thr ee or rour ·days just to cl ear up odds and ends 

and then push off from Annapolis instead of New York. But the date i s 

on a moveabl e basis , some t i me, we hope , between the twenty- sixth of 

June and t he fourth of J'uly . That is as near as I can g1 ve i t . 

~ Eave iou giv en any thought to touching at any ports? 

THE PR.t":SIDENT: Yes , I hope very much to be able to go to Cartagena, Colom­

bia, a nd pay a call on the President of t he Republic of t he Un1 t ed 

States of ~olombia. It i s about f i f t y miles -- less than t hat , about 

f orty mil es out of the way of the str aight cours e f r om St. Croix to 

Panama , so all it v1ould involve woul d be spending one extra day . aDd 



• 

so 1D there it the Prea14at ot Col011t>1a co•• doa to Cartageu. 

·We would spend t he day together aDd that would be the tirat time 

tha t &n7 American President has ner rtsited ~ nat ion in South 
. 

America during his t erm ot ott ice. 

~ What is the occas ion ot this otticial vis it? 

mE PR.JiSIDENT: \'lhat? 

~ What i s the occasi on ot the vis i t to Col umbia? 

'lEE PRl!SI D:ENT: 1ust t o s ay, "How do you do?" It is on the way. 

Q. Any celebrati on? 

THE PIUSIDENT: No , we get there on the Fourth ot 1\ll.y it we leave on the 

• 
twenty- sixth • 

Q. Would that involve landing on thei r soil? 

'l'HE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes; there v;ould be nothing new in that. 

Q. I thought they might come out to your boat . 

'l'HE P.RF.SID:Eli'T: I am goi ng to lunch with t he President ot Panama. That has 

been done on cany occasions • 

. Q. ur . Pres i dent , I am not sur e whether there is a map out there i n the 

Press Room. Do you ~~nd spell ing the name? 

'.II!Z .PRESID:El,T: ~·:ell , anglicized it is C-a-r-t-a-~ .. e-n- a and i t takes you 

quite a ~~ile to practise t he pronunciati on of the "g". 
. 

~ On the steel situa tion, it has been int~mated that you might consi der 

calli ng both plirties to il!ashington. I s tha t a tact ? 

'I'ffi: PRESID:rnT: No , I hove not hea rd anything e.bout i t . 

Q. Tomor row i s the sixteenth fUld the pres ent tenur e of the NRA Licensing 

J..ct does expi re tomorrow. We henrd from some peopl e on the F..ill 

that ther e might be a possibility t hat you might want to extend that . 

Can you give us any i dea on t hat? 

~ - -... --~ - - - ·- - - - - - ... --- -~- - - -~- - ~--- ---



It 18 a l=a taa betwHD DOW 8114 ta.onow. 

q 'J!I81!k :J'OL (X.ngbter) 

'1KI PkiSIDl!li'l': !'raDkl.y, I do not Jmow; an:rth1D8 might happen. 

q Do you care to collllleJlt, or has your attention been called to the stat~ 

ment up there at Pittsburgh proposing that you appoint an arbi tratioll 

board? 

mE FRESIIl!NT: Yes, Steve (Mr. F.arly) told me about it. Ot course I could 

not comment until I see the whole thing. 

Q. Have you received the Shipping Code? Whet has happened to it? 

'lEE PRE>IDENT: I got it quite a while ago and it has been going the r ounds. 

I think I can intimate that I am not satisfied with it but I have not 

had time to put down why I am dissatisfied with it. The same way, I 

do not like the provisions of the Utili ties Code. 

Q. What are the obj~ctions? 

'lRE PIUSIDH1T: I was just s¢118 I have not got to the point ot s ett1I18 them 

forth in detail. 

Q. ~at means-you probably won't sign either one? 

'ME HusiDENT: Probably not as submitted. 

Q. Mr. President, on this German moratorium business , Ge1'1118Dy complains 

that she has not been penni tted to pay in 137lods on these obligations. 

In view of tte f8ct t hat we have more or less invited partial p~ent 

of war debts in goods , would it not be possible tor Germany to come 

here with goods for payment on these other debts? 

'lEE PIUSIDENT: I don't know. In other Y/Ords, we have not considered it 

one way or the other at all. !hey have never offered to pay in 137lods, 

have they? 

Q. No, sir; not that I know ot. ) 



Q. Dl4 JGa tell &aator !Hlilaca, air, t!la' JOQ wute4 labor lesl•latl• 

We eusiOD, before a4j~ntt · 

'fBB pRiil DWI': Tee, quite a while &80• 

Q. HaYe J'OU agreed on a eubet1 tute tora'P 

'1H! PR!SIDEHT: 1bat rou will han to tind out up there OD the Hill. In 

other words, the real situation is this: We have been tryiJI& -to get 

some torm or legislation which woul.d not greatlJ delar the termina-

tion ot the session, and there have bean at least a dozen ditterent 

drafts ot legislation, and it is a matter, and has been tor the 

l ast two days, a little over two d~s, or discussion between Senator 

Robinson and Senator McNary. '!hat is reall7 what it comes down to. 

I haven' t heard anything since this morning when various other sus-

gestions were made. 

Q. Mr. President , can you comment on those three or tour principal objec· 

tiona tOthe terms , such as limiting it to one year and restricting 

power? 

'mE PRESIDENT: 'Ihere is no objection to restricting it to one year. 

There was definite objection to eliminating the word "organization" 
I' 

trom the principle of representation. In other words , 7-A. This 

might just as well be made absolutely clear once and tor all: About 

120, 000 ,000 people out ot 125,000,000 understand plain English, and 

there seems to be a very, very &1118.11 !dnori ty that do not understan4 

plain English. 7-A says that the workers can choose representatives. 

Now i f they want to choose the Ahkoond ot Squat they have a pertect 

right to do so. It they want to choose the Royal Geographic Society, 

they can do that. It they want to choose a Union ot any ldnd, they 

can do that. 'Ibey have tree choice ot representation aDd that meana 

.. 



a WllOD or the ~A Priilce ot Siam, or ~. AD4 tha' baa sot 

to be made absolutel.7 clear in tbis legislatiOD. 

Q. Bow do you teel on the point ot minorities? 

'lEE· FRESIDENT: 'lhe question ot minorities is not a tremeDdousl7 aeriou 

one because that has to be worked out in each indi Tidual case. It 

there is a substantial minority, it seems fair and equitable that 

that minority should have some torm ot representation, but that is 

a matter of detail depending on t·he individual case. In some indus-

tries it is possible that neither side may want to have it. 
~ 

~ Suppose the.y do choose the National Geographic Society, then do the 

employers have to trade w1 th them? 

THE P.RESIDElf.r: Absolutely. 

Q. About this Crown Prince ot Si am, how is he going to. get over? (Laughter) 

TEE Hl.ESIDENT: -It he is anythi.ng like the King of Si am, he will be pretty 

good. 

Q Are you going on the radio before you leave Washington? 

THE P.RESlDENT: If I have time. I don't know whether before I leave 

Washington or before I sail. 

Q With reference to the vacation, have you any plans for touching on the 

Pacific Coast? 

'IRE PRi!SI DENT: Well, I am going to land on the Pacific. 

Q. On the return? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: \ihere I am going to land, I do not know, but ot course I 

would like to go up the whole length of the Coast although it seems 

very doubtful that I would have time at the present time because, as 

we all know, the Pacific Coast is exceedingly hospitable and if you 
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10 to, ou plaoe, JOU ba .... to so to all, aD4 I baTe to get baot to 

Waahiqton ao that the l~ ot tiM I can be on the Coeet will 

haTe to be lilld. ted. Oil the 1187 back I am goiq to apeoiallze, JOU 

mistlt s1t7, in saiD£ to some of the big projeote, like the two 

Columbia River projects, the Fort Peck project 8D4 some at those. 

Those individual places are not by ~ meana certain but I will go 

to three or four projects on the way back; it might not be those. 

~ Assuming you get away on the twenty-sixth, at what time will you get 

to the Coast? 

'IRE PRESI Dl!Nl' : Somewhere around the end of JUly. 

Q About four weeks? 

mE PR:ESIDmT: Yes ; the total length of time away would be less than f ive 

· weeks ; about four weeks , four days . 

~ On t hi s possi bl e r adio speech, will t hat be a general report of your 

stewardship? 

'lHE PRESID~T: I have no idea ; none at all. There i s one other t hing which 
\ 

I noticed somebody had already started to 'vrite a pi ece about , as they 

say. During the summer -- in case I forgot to mention it-- i t looks 

probably nOVi as if Congress is going to give us some money in order 

to have a bit more room in t he Executive Offices -- t his r oom, too --

and we have , after fifteen or twenty different designs were made, 

we seem to have arrived at a pretty good design which wi~l haTe the 

entire approval and sanction of the Fine Arts COIIIIlission and which 

would at the same t i me not destroy the general V&ite House plan • .. 
There are certain tricks involved in it. A portion of the new space 

would be underground, hidden entirely by hedges and things like that, 

w1 th a sunken courtyard and all sorts of t ricks , and another portion 



ot the addition would be up over this (indicating the ceiling) with 

praot1oally no change except making the attic linble. 1ben, the 

third portion would carry a little one-otor.y portico out on that 

side (indicating) of' the Cabinet Room and in that sort ol" portico 

effect would be ey new office. ~ new office would be substantially 

the 'same design (as this of'f'ic·e) but two teet longer and two teet 

wider. I did. that on account of' the Press. 

Q. Just two feet? (Laughter) 

Q ~~I offer a suggestion that ·you have some bleacher seats-for those 

little guys in the back? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: We are going to have it designed. Did you ever see an 

operating room in a medical school? '!le e.re going to have tiers 

running around the wall, almost up to the ceiling, so that you can 

all see the carving. 

Q. Are you going to the ~orld 's Fair on your return? 

THE ~DENT: No. 

(The Press Conference adjourned a t 4. 20 P. M.) 

-. 

• 


	0373
	0374
	0375
	0376
	0377
	0378
	0379
	0380
	0381
	0382
	0383
	0384
	0385
	0386
	0387
	0388
	0389
	0390
	0391
	0392
	0393
	0394
	0395
	0396
	0397
	0398
	0399
	0400
	0401
	0402
	0403
	0404
	0405
	0406
	0407
	0408
	0409
	0410
	0411
	0412
	0413
	0414
	0415
	0416
	0417
	0418
	0419
	0420
	0421
	0422
	0423

