
COD'IDEN'l'IAL 
Preas Conference #154, 
Execut1Te Otticea ot the White House, 
October 31, 1934, 10.40 A.M. 

WR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: I have e ' lot of stuff t his morning . By special request 

of t he Count (Rudolph de 7~pp) end Russel l (Mr. Russell Young) , 

ther e ia no r eason why you should not lrno11• t hat the Budp:et esti-

metes , as they are being medA up , will include the elimination of 

t he five per cent reduction on Government salcri Ps , In other wo~ds , 

they will be fivf' per cent mo't"e than t he)• were t his year , than is 

being paid nOYI, 

~ There is still five per cent of the orip.inel t o go? 

T~ PRlSIDLNT: No , it br ines it ell beck , 

Q. On whot bnsis ere you takinp: t hr. t action? 

'l'J-IE PRt.SI D.itJI/l' : On the basis t hf t the coet of livine: has uone up suf-

fici ently by the fir~t of Jul~· nert year to just ify it . 

~ Make the newspaper publishers do tt1e samE' thin(t , (Leur,hter) 

THh. PRESIPFNT : Fly .rove , I think that i s e goorl idea . LAt 01e f'St e.ftt>~ 

them. 

~ Mr . Pr esi dent, hove you hr d your prelimina~t figur es from the Labor 

!>apartment'? 

THL P~ID~T : ~o , no yet. They have not come in . I did t his on 

general estimates , t hat is ell . 

'!'his will apply the f irst of July next year , the fiscal year 

19)6. The figures certainly v1ill not show any justification for 

changing i t t be first of January. No question about t hat. 

~ (Mr . Stephenson) Do you think that other businesses cen do the same? 

I 
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. 
TID£ PRISIDINI': Aak the. A. P. yourself. Wby a sk me t o do your dirty 

work f or you. (Laughter) 

Q Yr. PresideJlt , can we take it, t hen , t hat you expect a continuing 

!norease in the cost ot l i ving between J amuary first end J uly 

first? 

THF PRESIDENT: It will go up subst ant iall y , without much question. 

But, at the same time , couple somet hing with that - - it i s not 

fair to use j ust one-h~lf of i t . Couple increeses in values t here-

by lesseni ng the difficulty of paying debt s . 

Q That 1 s a story for us . 

Q Mr . Pr esident , do you think then t h11t t he Oct ober trend in the whole-

sale price~·eraees , which hoe been do~n , ~~11 be very shortly re-

versed? 

'l'h.t.. PR.ESIDE:t-."'' : Oct ober trend'! I don ' t lmov,. It i s not out yet, is 

it? 

Q The aver af:es for t he first three weeks sho" rather surpri sin~ de-

clines . 

Trl.r:. Pfu::&l Dl!>~-11' : Whose chart ere you goinP by'? 

IJ. 'l'he Nat ional l<'ertilizer AssociA t ion . (Lat~htor) 

T& Pffi.SIDJ.M' : It ?till be interestint: t o see how_ t nat 
/ 

the Nat ional Perfumeries Associ a t i on . (Laughter) 

compares ••i th 

.. 
The next order of business is an ~:xecutive Order ll•hich merpea 

t he Executive Council i nto t he National .hrnergency CouncH. They 
' 

havt> been in large part similar i n membership ana thi s order merely 

makes them one body which is simpler end gets rid of one or ganize-

t i on . They ere precticolly t he eame people that ere now on t he 

National Emergency Council , we bave edd ed t he Chai rman of t he , 
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Seouritiee and Exohanse Commieeion aDd the Governor ot the federal 

Reeene Board. They were neither ot them on before. 

Q Will there be an exeoutive officer of t hat Council? 

THE PRESIDENT: 1uet ee it is t oday, Richberg . 

Q Ie there anything you can tell us on the public works program tor 

the next year or the following year? 

THE PRESI DY..'T: Only whet I have reed in the papers. (Laughter ) 

Q The papers say 12 billion dollars !_~ 

THt PRESID~~T: Some say 12 and some say 10 and some say 5. You pays 

your money end t akes your choice. In fact, it depends entirely 

on which paper you read . That r eminds me . One man came in the 

other day ano said , "I heAr you have a very ambitious public works 

program , eelf-lir,.uidet ing on a 20- yesr basis . " I said , "Tiu!t is 

absolutely true . They ere plantin~ some black walnut trees in 
' 

cert ain areas end it t akes them that l ong t o mature." 

So far as all t hese stories go , I t hink I would avoid guessing 

f or t he very reason that final respons i bi l ity will be mine and I 

haven' t the vaguest idea at the present time end I probably won't 

have any until the end of DP-cember . ~.e are asking all ki nds of 

departments f or ell kinds of information so that we will have t he 

whole thing in el1gnment~rel1ef , public wor ks , ~oil erosion, plan­

ning , and so forth and so on . ~a are just gathering inf ormation , 

t hat i s ell . Ther e i sn 't another t hing t o do at t he present time . 

Q In view of the r ecent cl evelopments and the interest bei ng sho'Wil, ere 

you going t o recommend that the Costigan-Wagner Bill be passed? 

T~ PRESIDENT: You will have t o give me about twenty-tour hours be­

cause I will have t o check up and see what I did lest year. I 
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have forgotten. 

~ You endorsed it. You spoke aeveral times, gave out interYiews here 

after the Rolph thing in California. 

TBE PRESIDEHT: .rust give me a chance t o see what I said . 

Q Will you have t o hold back your tax program until you know what the 

t otal (expenditures) is? 

T~ PRESIDENT: Yes, absolut ely. The tvro go together. 

Q Can you make any comment on the present status of the naval discus_. 

sion? 

TH£ PRESIDhNT: No , I will have to r efer you t o London . 

Q. Have you read the interview f'iven by Ambassador Saito (of .Tapan) 

here yesterday? 

T.ffr. PRESIDENT : No , I jus~ read t he headlines. 

Q Can you tell us anything about your visit with Stimson (Henry Stim­

son)? 

TRI:. PRESIDEi'II': As you know, be i s a very, very ol e fri Pnd of mine and 

1 

I have not seen hin: since he went a broad . He ca.lne in and we talked 

about gener Al world conditions, people he had seen on the other 

side. There was nothinp epactftc . There was no object t o it, 

just t o say, "How do" t o bin: aga!n . He comes t o lunch with me 

evPry few months. 

Q Mr. President, as a practical matter, cnn ell the trucks be bro~bt 

under regulation? 

THE PRiSIDFNl' : All the trucks in the country? 

Q Yes, sir; I mean t his ides of regulating carriers by trucks. 

THE PRESIDENT: I hesitate to t alk on the record on that because I do 

not know what hes been found out so tar by the various people 

-- [ 
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worttDs OD U. 

1Q' own geerel alant is tbat you oannot, aa a pl'lloUoal •tter, 

resutate enry truck in the United states. On the other band, you 

probably can regulate regular truoka engaged in regular truokill8 

bueinees. For eDJIIple, there ill a farmer up '111'1 ny who baa a pa:r-

featly good truck and when not using it himself he will occasionally 

ts.ke a load down t o New York City, if anybody wants to take it down 

·there. He will make $2 . or ~3· out of it. Now, is he a common 

carrier? I doubt it. He may do it four or five times a year, but 

he i s not in the business. As to him, t here ere greet difficulties. 

But sa t o rAgularly established trucking lines, that is e different 

thing. 

Q Can you tell us about your talk yesterda.'f w1 th Secretary Morgent hsu 

and t he ~entlemen f r om the Stste Depart n1ent? 

THE. PRESimNT: The St ate Department ns just talking about reciprocity -

and trade agreements -- nothir.F: specific . 

Q Did you discuss t he most favored nation --

T.tfr: PRESll.llm' :_ (interposing) No, it v;as not mentioned ; i t did not come 

out at all. 

Q Have you any comment t o make on the Labor Board ' s handling of the 

A. P. strike in Cleveland which, at t his point , it appears will 
' 

probably have a successful conclusion? 

T.tfr: PRESllJ.bJVl' : I hope it will have a successful conclusion; that is 

about all we cen say. 

Q Have your studies with regard to relief needs f or this winter come 

t o where you can discuss them at all? 
• 

T& PRESIDENI': Not until the end of December. I could not begin to. 
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I clo not know ~Iaing about tU.. The 1Dtol'llatlon 111 flowiDs 1D 

here aD4 will oon'Unue t o flow for another oouple of aonna. Yea-

hrd117, at the Oouooil aeet1Dg, we got a repon froa the Federal 

Jaerseno7 Relief that 1s eo clear and i nteresting that I aekecl 

sten (Mr. !erly) to have the t hing mimeographed for you. It re-

latea to the tara aurpluaee . You will find it outaide. I t pointe 

out that in the prnioue winter we had fairl y l arge eu.rpl uses with 

depressed fam prices . A l arge number of people on r elief at that 

t ime needed food eo the Federal Surpl us Relief Cor porat ion pur-

chased t hese various items of food , t hereby r educi ng the surplus 

811d at the same time feeding t he hungry people. 

It hes ell the f i gures in here 811d it ~ives also t he f i gures 

with respect to the purchase of cat tle end t he ·pr oceeeing of them 

int o food . It also point e out t hat tnis handling of the pr oblem 

has saved ell those .cettle from dying on ranges , end that ell the 

meat was used for r eli ef families . I t t ook 58 ,000 pounds· or tin 

plate , 128, 000 carloads of freight and they used unemployed people 

t o actually cen a large amount of food which otherwise would not 

have been canned . 

You can read i t yourself ; it is one of the clearest s t at e-

menta made yet . It was the report to the Council . 

~ Mr. President, sometime ago you sai d that you wer e consideri ng the 

pr obl em of handling surpluses t hrough e national gr anary. Does 

this r epor t menti on the plans'? 

Tf!E PRESI DENI': That i s s t ill very much in t he study s t age • 
. 

Q Thank you, Mr. Presi dent. 
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.Preee Conference 1155 , 
Execut1Te Ott1ces of the ~bite House , 
November 2, 19)4, ~ . 10 P.M. 

THE PRESIDTh'T: I t hought thet this would be a small Conference, that 

most ot you hod gone home t o vote. I am afraid very much t het 

ther e is e lack of interest in t he bal lot . 

0. ~ost of us live here end cannot vote. Can ' t you fix that for us? 

(Laughter) 

TJ.:!I.. PRESlDEUl': I em ftOinc home t oni(.':ht ono tnere is no rea son why I 

, 

should not p:i ve you t he folJ O\·.-in~ whica 1 wrote oown t hree minvte1:1 

a~o . It i s quite short but if you don 't went t.o take it Steve 

(Mr. r:erly) will give ~rou copies . (?.eodir:e ) 

"I arn return in>-: to IJ,y hom€- t c cast wy ballot · 
as a citizen of the ota te of hev- York . I have no 
b~sitancy in l•Jekin£1 it knm·.'Il that I expect t c vote­
for Governor Leluna.n c.nd t ltRt 1 hope he will be re­
elflCt!;'C , 

"In t he firet place , t.e.,. York is my home State . 

"In the second pl ace, J:!erbert Lehman s&rved 
e~ r.1y Lieutenant Governor for four year~ and in 
th&t capacity earned. my admiratior. as a public of­
ficial Pnil my Ymrn rNrerd es e m.;n." 

Only one more parAprapb : 

"In tile third !'l-a-ce, es Governor he has made 
goon . 11e. has shmm courage , en erP,y, fine edmin­
istrRtive enil executive qualiti~~ end , ebove all , 
e deep ii!terAst in and understa:oding of the welferA 
f!!ln needs of the citizens of our State." 

Dee dst allfls . 

W. Do you expect t o see Governor Lehman at Hyde Perk before F.lect ion 

Dey? 

THE PRESIDENT : No , I cannot . Be is in the middle of a campaign . 
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'!'ben I ha"Ye one o~ber pi ece ot newe. I ban just signed an 

BxeauUn Order extendi ng t he Aut0110bUe Uanutacturing Code t o 

February one . 

Q Aa i~ stands, Yr. Presi den t ? 

Tm: PRESI!llaVl': Yes. The Executive Or der i s lo~ but 1 t challges the 

date and t hat is all . I r eceived t he request from the Aut omobile 

· Manufacturers ' Association, esking for en extension without charu>e. 
I 

No. 2, Steve (Mr. Eerly) ~~ll give you afterwards - - we 

haven ' t had time t o pet it type~Titten end mimeo~rephed , you can 

~et it in about fifteen minutes a statement -- I will read it 

to you hurriedly so you can get an idea of it . (Re~ding) 

"V.ith the extendin~ of the Automobile Manu­
fncturint Code , it is my purpose to institute a 
study which may contribute toward improvements in 
s t abilizing employment in the industry and reducing 
furt~er the effects of the seasonal factors . The 
manufacturers tha:nsel ves have taken i mport ant steps 
since I first discussed the subject with them some 
mont~s ap:o . 

"In addition to whet they have done and are 
doing in omitting their national shows and stagger­
ing the introduction of new models, I oel'ieve. that· 
we should develop further facts on the seasonal 
peaks and valleys of pr oduction in their bearing 
upon employment . 

"I have not asked the manufacturers to agree 
t hat such an inquiry should be made; I have t hought 
i t better t o bri09, th~ inquiry about under my execu­
tive powers . 

WThe menufecturers have cooperated in support­
ing the Admin1s tretion• a progrsm in the past. I 
am confident that they will also cooperate wit h 
the Admi nistration i n this way in servi ng the pur­
poses of Recovery and will consider with en open 
uU.nd any practical suggestions that 1118Y arise out 
of the inquiry. And I am also confident that in 
thi s I shall have the interest end cooperation of 
l abor." 

Then, in addition t o that -- does this go out too? 
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T~ PRESI DENT : Ther e is no r eason why the taot ot it goi ng out should 

not be known. Do you see any reason Ylhy we should not giVe out 

t he whole letter? 

MR. EARLY : You never r ive out ~ letter in advance ot its being sent. 

Tne PRESIDENT: Steve says I cannot g ive it out until it is sent . 

Mt{. l:;ARLY : You can tell them wh.at you are doing . 

TIU. P.Rh.SIDENI': I em send i llf' a letter t o ~lr . Green (W1lliar.; Green , 

Presi<ient of the A. F. of L. ) end the same letter t o r,;r . Al,.n 

Macauley, who is secretary (President) of the Automobile Manu­

facturers ' AssociA.tion . The same letter goes t o him ann to w~. 

Green, t elling them that I am goinr t o start t his study and point­

ing out that there are e good many eX'amples which meke it very 

a"visable forthi s s t uriy t o be ~sde on the question of annual 

ear'1inrs as er:llinRt t.he mere que:;;tion of day rates , and seying 

that after such inveati: stions it will be possible for me to ne­

te~mine definitely on a f actual basis as t o whether it will be 

necessar:r t? arrsn?,e for s public hearin" , am! that I will srrsnp:e 

for s con1'erence with the.~ es soon s.~s I t-et beck . 

I r-ive out the letter as soon as tt i~ sent . 

~ A conference with labor or manufacturers? 

'rHl:. PR.ESII.Ib.l'IT : With me . 

Q Is ft a labor cPnference? 

Tab PRF.SIDlNl' : I \'1111 h~ve them gil in t o confer dtn me . 

lot \',hen ere you comine beck, U:.r . President? 

'l'l!r. PRES!Dl:.NT: Tuesday night or 'llednesdsy nit;ht , I do not !mow whi ch. 

' 
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I~ depends on bow much snow we have up there -- I said, •snow.• 

Q Kr. President, in your s tatement regarding Governor Lebman i n New 

York , there is no mention of Senator Copelend . Ylas t hat an over-

THa PRESIDENT: No , I am not taking up anybody else on the t icket. 
I 

Q Mr. President , you ere voting the straight Democratic ticket? 

(Laughter) 

TH1 PRESID~~r: ~ell , Stevie (Mr . Ste~benson) , it would be amusing if 

anybody knew hol'l often I have vot e~ for individual Republicans . 

Q Mr. President, what, i.f any, r ecourse is left to us if BJIY one of tbe 

signAtories to the nine- oower pact completely disrefta rds the obli-

gations under it? 

'l~'ii!: Pt~~I!J"b.I~'J': Say it swain . 

t.! Whet , 11' any, r ecourse is left to u1:: , i.f any ,1ne fJ>f t he siRnatories 

t o the line-~ov1er 'Fact completely ciisrE>P:nrds t he oblii"at)ons under 

it? 

'l1 ti::: PREt:iJ lW\'1' : I will r-et out my l iorcrv 0n tnet subject. I t hink 

tner e have been twelve volumes written on .it so far . 

Q You haven't given any t .'lo\lf·ht t .J it yet? 

'l'l:fr ?I~}..Sim.NT : No . 

•.; Mr . President , anycomment t o mei<e on the improved condition in t he 

oil industry as t he result of :,'our Board ' s operation in Texas? 

Trlh. PFlliSi lJENl' : No. Sec1·etary Ickes lunched with me today and was very 

happy over what he believed t o bP -tl te f :w1. tbot t his new method 

seems t o be working and the.t t be bootleggi nG of oil , 1f t' least for 

the moment, has com~ t o en end . He was very rr.ucn pleased because , 

as you know, the situation got down to a critical point ten days 

, 

.... 
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ego -- it wae touch and go ae t o wnether t he thin~ would b!ow ·ap 

in our fece or not . 

~ Now that you have seen Davie' (Norman DAvis) report on t he London 

conference, cen we 1ncuce you t o t ell us whether -- or et least 

comment on 1 t? 

Tl:fr. P~IDEI\'1' : \fh! ch r eport? 

Q ThP r eport you h& ri on your desk last \',ednesday '? 

'!'HI . .PR.h.'>ll:•l!.NT : Tl:c'rf havf b£:;!"11 s ix or e i r,bt s i nce t!'e1· . Tllnt ( rf>port 

you menti or. ) 1 ~. ent !.rdy out of' de t e . 

(.( flnyth 1ne you can t Pll us ·? 

'l' lil!· I;)R}.~lD.Iu'tJ · : r•ot hl nr we een sav except t hat v.e arr s t ill hopi nr' ror 

a fn vo rnbl e ou tc0r.·e . 

I .. 
'f!il' P0~Iu:ur : I c ic nl'lt t: r "v; i t. -' 
1< :Je ndvoco t cd rutt i nr F.o:ne ,: 1 ~ , 000 , 000 , 000 . i r: t o nous1 :1~· . pr i n ci;::.olly 

'l' H.t. Prl.l'.ll.llJl! •.'t' : I s tnP1. A.Ll'? 

(LAUthtor) Thot i ::. A d1rtv cracK or. fT'Y N•.r t hut , Che r l1 f (t••r . 

Hurd of t ho . l'<ev: Yor k '1' 1m€e,) , 1 t 1 s Vle ll rr;e r i t f'<l . 

~- t.lr , Pres1dE>nt , wh11 F we ur e on bousin.~r , hs E> t he r e beE>n any r eacti on 
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t o plane announced l est night ror 5 per ceut interest on mortsase 

bonds? 

T~ PRESID}~T : Not yet. or course I have given a ~rest deal or thoupht 

t o thet quest i on and ffioffett i s r i ght t hat pr obabl y in certain areas 

of t he count ry t het heve 8 or 10 or 12 per cent i nt er est it i s 

going t o prevent or slow up priva t e capital goi np into mortgages 

on a lower bas i s , but it 1 ~ a par t of t he ~eneral plan t hroughout 

the count ry l ooki nP, t oy:e rd t lle reduct ion of exorbi t t!llt e.nd usuri ous 

rates , and t h<> pr incipl e i s more- i mportant t he.n enythin.- else at 

t hi s t ime . V.e have t o educat e peopl e t hot if t bErJ r et a sound , 

i nsured rnortr:e~e under pre~ent conrli t ions 5 per cent is qu i t e 

enou'!b for money t Q___ft!irn . I am su=e t hnt t her e l':ill be ol enty of 

pP.oplt=> d::~d t o put out t b.fli l' moHey for 5 per cent even ir. tho~e 

sect iC"r.s of the count ry thr t chrr 01e 10 or 12 per cent . I feel very 

stron~ly on t hAt suhjf'ct. One of t he t hinr:s t t:at he s prevent ed 

provre~s is uPury . 

~ ~.enator-J!.lect Bilbo i s coni np l !" t o see yo u? 

'I'rfr Pi>if:l!'~J<:r,"l' : Pe it< cvmit:l' i !: t~ seP !' E in about t went y n.1nutes . 

Q The.nl< you , .• .r . Prest dent . 

( Thr PrP.~Il C•m~f:r,nce ml j ou rn~ci <~t 1.. 20 P. &' •• l 
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Press Conference #156, 
Held in the President's Study at ijy4e Pa rk , 
November 7, 19)4, 1.10 P. M. , 

TBE PRESIDENT: I commend to your att ent i on -- you can take it away 

and r eed i t it you want -- l ast night ' s editorial written in t he 

Br ooklyn Daily Eagl e . I t i s pr obably one of t he best t hings t hat 

has been s a i d about Government in a long , l one tinte . I do not 

know t hat t here i s anythi~ rr~re t o say about it .t han t hat, but 

it i s an awfully gooci edi torial. I I'. ill let you uave i t if you 

will give i t back t o me . 

Q. l•:as t hat i n yest er day ' s paper? 

T.Hh. Pffr.SI D.E.i-.T: Yes , vTitten before the polls cl osed . 

~ Does it meet v:ith your nearty ap!)roval? 

THE PtU.Sil..JLi:X : It J,·,eet s wit a i<i:f vezy heart y aoproval as a statement 

about l..Jemocr at i c government, that it still l ives. If you carry 

anything about it , you ought to <:arr-.r t ne whole editori al and not 

a part of it because it ties in tog~ther. 

~ I f you v·ere in our position, CRlled upon t o writ e an i nt erpretive 

pi ece , would you int erpret the ver di ct as au e.pprovel of whDt had 

happened or as e mandat e to proceed f urt her? 

TiiL P?.iSI D:U."l' : You n.ust have ~ot to bed eerl~r t o t alk ebout interpret-

i ng s t ories t oday. · 1ie hf's a very stronf r.ind . 

Q I t h.ink i t was a slug et gin this morning . (Le.ugnter ) 

Tiili PHlSI Dili\11' : I t must be hell t o have to interpret . 

~ I t speaks for itself . 

~ I t i s , at t i mes . 

THE PRESI Dll.Nl' : I t UIUst be t er r ible . But you know, t hat i s one r eason 
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why -- t his is e severe thin~ t o say anu I just SHY it s trictly 

in the f~ily and off the r e cord -- why tae ronerican public t oday 

e r e payi!l4-l less and less attention to news stories because oo 

many of t hem heve become i nt erpret ive . Thet reetlY i s true . You 

pays your money e nd t akes your choice. 

tions ilave bot away from it pretty v:ell 

I~ow , t he press a s s ocia­

~na ~ost of t~e inuiviaual 

papers are demandinp. int erpretive stories . 1 tt.ow ho\·, llnra it is 

and I :,,ust say it i& hell to write thelll and I t hi nK it i s H r..is­

t a lte for newspapers t -:> c o over into t hat f i elo in tne J.ev.s stories . 

'fht;y oro beE; i nni nr:; to lose public confiaence i n ne1·:s , I ho.ve a 

sort of :.ixth sense c.bout the public :m<i toe:v e r e begi uninr: t o 

lose it r.:ore snd :::o!'f'! . 

~ You connot ~ool t he public . 

T!il: P.uBILil.T : It i :> :; v~ry a~rious ~ueGtion f o·c t ne fc.ture of t 11e 

w-nericnn new~oaper . I r~r.lly , !unestly bcli&ve t ha t . 

•,. J.f'. I .ltlderst&nd it , f ive tile 9eopl e t oe f~! cts &nd l et t hem juc;e 

f or t hemselves . 

't'Hi:. p;::}!=.I D.rl-.'1' : That i s tlle point , r ive the::. tue f uct& ull'i uothint else. 

In other \.vrds , r educW.o ec absurcu;r.. Thnt is tte su~::. t l:tl:ce , be­

cause if I take ·.lenry . ors e1it hau front \.esuiAAtoo b" ck t o !Jut ches s 

CoWlty , t t1ore isu ' t anyt:1in; behinc t he,. f~ct . But t he s t :>r:; toot 

nays , "In all probabilit y t~is J!.eens t hat f orei gn debt \',os d is­

cussed ," :>r somet hing like that , t hr.t i ~ not ne\•:s , t oot io j ust a 

-...ild st sb in the dark , wuicn is wron(; , 99 per cellt \',roug at timos , 

aut , on tho other uauci. , your OMl offi ces call f or t hqt oort of 

t hing end wh'lt the hell are v.e goiro£ t o c:> a bout 1 t ? uo yo~ t hink 

that i s v.ise? I knO\\ you a..:>n 't ugr ee ;·. ith t hl:l t • 

• 
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Q I t we had some i nkli ng about what !~orgenthau t el ked about , we wo.uld 

be justified in int imat ing that . 

MR. 1.\cTh"TYRl: Eis a r gument i s t hat anybody who reads it .... oes his own 

interpr et i ng . 

Q If we act Ually knew 

TiiJ. PRlSIDEl\'I': Yes , if v.e t alked debt s , yes . 

~ That i t the ~ay I feel about it . It is the feelin~ of t he ne~spapers 

themselves . 

THL. P.it::..Si uhln' : It is not t oe f eelir.g of r..ny of you people , I a::1 t !link-

ing a bout t he general ;,~oli cy oi' t.ne peoyle · .. ho run individua l news-

papers in t h i s count i"J i u r.oin~: i nt o t oe i nter pr'.:iti ve feat ures of 

it r e t !ler t nan t he 11e1~S . 

~ Do you think t !lere i s a public aeruand 1'or t !.Jat ~ort o1' t oi ng or i s 

it l>ecause t ney nave beer, educf: t eci up t o 1 t '? 

'l'J-fi ;.:n.:~I .IJ.El','l' : I t h i nk t here is n bi g demend . It toes along to the 

e}:tre .. e of t at: i>rev; Pearson a nu t ne }.alte l' r.inchell -- thet is t.ue 

extrtlme of it -- an'l of course it nas beon aided and ebettet..l by 

the populeri t y , (/.Ui te frankly , of i_ieopla like . ..ark Sullivan. 

"' :.ay I sa~1 so:nething and put yoursGlf in our place --

T11£ P~IL~IT: (interposing ) I do all tne time ; t hat i s just it . 

~ ~.e r;et a query on it from t 1·:elve up t o t Vto at night tllat a fellow 

says tllis aqout it 

THL PRl'SIDEtJr : (i.uterposing ) .IUld so voi.i. have t o say something? 

'-! he don ' t hav~ t o but nevert hel ess i t is wbet we B!e here for . 

T~ PR6SIDh~ : Of courne i t puts en awful bur den on the Government 

end of it . l?or example , as & concr et e case , tbe other day , last 

Friday , somebody said , "Are you incl udi ne Copel and i n thi s?" I 



lS6 -- 4 

should have gone into a long explanation when I said I was going 

to vote tor Lehman. I sai d , "No, I 8JII not including anybody but 

Lehman." I should have gone ahead and explained it but I d i d not 

do it because I forgot to. 

~ Thet di d leave (room for ) an i.nterpretetion t here but I think the 

average fellow knew you didn ' t rr~ean it t het way . 

TBE PR.l!SIDEl-11' : I ·was so s i.mple t nat I di d !lot think of it at the time. 

li.H . ll.ciNl'YlU:: That is one case where ile di d not bl ame the boys . 

Tffr. PR~IIJl:JI/I' : Not a bit -- that was n.y fault . 

~ .l .. r • .Pr esident , do you thinlc the ordinary -- I won' t say the ordinary 

but t he intt•lligent reeder of CJ newspaper is in 1:1 poai tion t o form, 

to juage on a bare presentation of t he facts? 

•rm .Pill:.:)ID.hl i/I': Pretty cl ose to it , yes . 

It I l'lhould say so . 

Q It i s not from lee!{ of intcllicence out .:·erely bec&use they are out 

of the et r.tosphere in v:hich it i s occurring. I personally t hink: 

thAt the reason the ue,,spaperu are Poin,r in for 1nore interpretive 

\'rri t ers i s because t here is an over-,:helmill;.~ demend for it . 

:.:, There is n demand for gossi p . 

-t I rut not r eferring t o ~;ossip so muc!l. I p.m speaking of interpreta­

tion . 'l'hey wunt the best opinion they c urt r et , t-v~r: if they reecl 

three or i'our i n ordel' t o ~et ui f'i'erP.nt iliterprE:<tatlons , ou tlle 

eround t hu t tlley vunt it fr·o~1 competent observez·u , particularly 

at a tillle like this v.hen tnere is so much doubt . 

THr PRESIDl:.Nl' : Again you get into tJle difficulty of any person ~:ri tins 

interpretive stori es . l!'or instance , !.lark Sullivan -- a ereat 

friend ot mine -- it l .. erk v.r ot e once a week he Ylould be much 1nore 

.. 



ettecUn thaD it he wrote ODoe a day. No hUIII8ll beill8 can write 

a story ODce a day. He baa to write a whole lot of pure bunk 1n 

order t o fill hie space. 

~ I believe e lot of. the papers are demandi.ng interpretive stories 

simply on a competitive basis with Time Magazine and so on. They 

all want their readers to believe that they have t he :9ame sources 

ot inside information , whether they have or not , The others pur-

port to have Blld do not have . 

T~ PaESIDENT: I think it is one of the Juost difficult problems we 

have and the only reason I an• talking about this at all is that 

I do sense that newspapers have a lot less influeuce than t hey 

had fifteen or twenty y~ars ago. 

~'\ . "'cH11'YRE: Of course, if I were on t hat side of the f ence instead · 

of t his , I could make a very interpretive --

THE PRESIIiE.."n' : How? 

?..R • .MciNI'Yllli: Give the boys that write those st ories e little more 

leads. 

THE PRESIDEUI' : By God , I give them all the leads I can think of. I 

don 't want to get into t1le di ssertation stage. 

Q Of course, Ur . President , our job i s always f inding out ·what you 

are going t o do. 

TBE PRESID.l.Nl': About two-thirds of the time I do not know. 

Q ~r. Pr esident , do you expect any change in the relief policy before 

Congress meet s? 

THE PRESIDEI\'T: No . 1\ell , t.nere I can give you something but we will 
_7 

have t o make i t off the record. I have to keep it off the record 

because we don't know whet the thing i s going to develop into. 
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Q Do you mean ott the record or juat baclf:groUDd? 

THE PRESIDENT: Absolutely ott the record so you will know what we are 
~ 

thinking about. It has not got t o the stage ot backgroUDd because 

you cannot write about i t without giving t he s lant tl~t we are 

going to do something one way or the other. I t is almost impoa-

sible . 

You take this morni~, I was talkint; to J'im Towllsend , who is 

County Chairman here. He knows this county extremely well . I was 

t alking to him about the peop~e on relief in this county . Of 

course this v1es not from a political angle at all . I said , "How 

many of them do you think are chiselers?" "Well ," he said , "I 

should say somewhere between 15 and 20 per cent ." I sai d , "So 

where are they?" 

He said, "nere ·is where they corue in: you will find in t he 

relief office at Poughkeepsie tilat three or four of the girls em-

ployed there come from fantilies who have plenty of 1110ney to get 

by with . The girls don't aeed relief . 'l'hen , they hired fourteen 

engineers and of the fourtee~ engineers onl y about three of them 

\'/ere engineers who were absolutely up against it." I said, "Are 

there any more engineers up against it around here?" .tie said , 

"Yes , there are lots- of them." 

He told me about the eleven who could t.;et by . 

Then you get out into the towns ana the human element co.mes 

into it. It does not make any difference whether it is a Demo-

cra't\i c township or a Republican township. It comes thr ough the 

supervisor and 

very d U'f1 cult 

na~ally they pick their friends first . I t is a 

problem to hanale as at present constituted. 
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Now, it that is true 1n Dut ches s County , it i s true i n every 

state of t he Uni on. It i s not ell Democre tic end ~epublicen poli-

tics , per sonal favori tism enters i n to i t too . A gr eet deal i s 

personal favor itism. You will hel p your friends end bu.ild your-

self up . The local fellov: wants to be lmo'II'D. as the man who bands 

out the jobs. It is 9erfectly natural . 

Now, how can we avoia that·? 

1 said , " I. nat is happening t o t ile ment al slant of' tnose people 

on relief?" "\,ell , " he sai a , "it is baa , for the r eason taet if 

it i s home r elief , a s rocery store orO.er or cash , tllE~r v. ill bar el y 

get l>y i li thai r families ; liOOOG:f \',or.t<s aJ1{. t ue:v jus t bum t round 

all day. 'rhei't: is nvt hint:; t o oo . It i s very baa ror t nern , ob-

v i ously . r e our at , if· v,e can , to :i ve tt'Z -. 1.or:.." 

, 

i n e 1 .. i1 C! oJ' ropo ·me t i':e\' cc.ve 1;0 ,.eople , ·:·or.:t relief JE:O;>le , 

oc "tout ::dle of ::-ot•a . Tiley are su;>ooeco t o v.ork c. ilours u <iay . 

~-ost. of theJc. .. or<! ; . .iuvs ~> · ... eek. ,;i\J.t t.1ere i s a ;oener c.l feelin,: 

-
~n the· ;)a::-t of eve:cyboo~ 1.ho sees t hst v·orJ( t nat toe people who 

are in charil<' of the:~. almost 1:;ive tne or aE.t' , ' Do not exert your-

selves . L.o not push yourselves , ~:> preaa it .>ut liLS .1.onr FiS ~·:>u can.'" 

i•ow , t bl'l t i s c. W!iSt e or ~.oney . They probaol y ¥,flst e at le!! s t 

50 per cent of toe money spent for labor on that road . l t i s in-

efficient . 

They had a lot of people this swnmer a r ounu here. 'l' noy wer e 

at work cleaning ana cut ting ~rass on t he oighways . That does 

• 
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not brin6 in anything. It is not construotin. 

Now, that applies to almost eTery county in the United states. 

The result is that most of the relief money spent -- of course part 

of i t is local money and part state and part Federal but the great 

bulk of it will never come back , not alone to the Government but 

it won't come back to the Nat ion in the form of permanent improve-

mente . 

Ther efore, we are tryi.ng to find some method by which all. 

this relief money will be made to do one of two things , either "\ 

make a practical contribution to the wealth of the Nation such as , 

for inst ance, i1' you take a valley, a little valley, and go in for 
• 

soil erosi on, t o prevent the topsoi l from running off, to prevent 

flood damage and to use the lana in the best v:ay possible by plant-

ing trees and things like that . That is work which, if it is ef-

ficiently performed , Vlill ~;ive wealth to the hation . The other 

t hing we ere tryinr, to do is to get this money , as far as we can , 

returned t o the Government so t hat we can pay off t he debts . You 

see , we have t o borrow it therefore we are trying to find mor e and 

more self- liquidating projects . 

The objective , therefore, is twofold -- threefold : First, 

to eliminate -- don' t call it graft -- but to eliminate the 10 , 

15 or 20 per cent 6f .the people who are on relief and Vlho ought 

not to be on relief . The second thi~ is to put the money either 

into the kind of thing that vnll sad to the national wealth even 

if it does not come bacK to the Government or , secondly , into the 

kind of public works that will liquidate themselves and have the 

money returned to the Government so that it can pay ott the debt 

• 
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incurred when i t was ~orrowed. 

Now, that involves a tremendous search -- you might call it 

such at t he present t ime -- a tremendous search problem and every­

body i s working on it. The i dea i s to see whether, ~~th next 

year' s r elief money that i s to be divided -up between t hree organ­

i zations , really, t he c.c.c. camps , public works and Harry Hopki ns , 

t o see whether we cannot use all of that expenditure t o take peopl e 

ott what we call home relief , t hat is cash and grocery orders , and 

put them on useful work instead. 

Now, that is t he t hing we are gr opi ng for and we are only i n 

the groping stage. \\e have no idea how much money i t will cost. 

And , as I sai d the other day , yo~an put the figures anywhere 

from 2 billion to 100 billion. ~e have no idea of figures but we 

have an objecti ve. ~e don ' t want t o come out with new ideas and 

t he object ive of spending money in line with objectives unless we 

know the amount involved and unless we f eel fairl y certain that 

if Congress gi ves us so much money to relieve unempl oyment for t he 

following year that we will be abl e to spend all of that money. 

In other words, unlike public works , the money Vlill have to be put 

to work quickly . 

One trouble with public works at the pr esent t ime is that you 

have to plan each project very carefully in or der t o prevent ~~ate 

and , when we do allocate the money , we do not have the assurance 

that it will go to work even that fiscal year. \'\hen we do a job, 

we want to do a 100 per cent job , and t hat is a di ff i cult thing. 

That is , really, t he only v.~y I can expl ain the whole s i t ua­

t i on t o you , th~ present . situati on. \,e have t o have something by 
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the third ot 1&DUU'7 on it. ~hat it will be, I don't mow. 

Q You expect to present a program, then? 

THE PRESIDENT: For example, in looking over all of these 150 or 200 

different suggestions to carry out that objective, we must · decide 

that this particular thing looks darn good and l ift it out of t he 

general pile and &aY that that is something we can accept . It is 

a process of weeding out those things which are out of the question 

and accepting the things that look pretty good . 

~ Is t here any indication &s yet , any tangible figure at all, on the 

amount of absorption fro~ these Government rolls into active pri-• 

vate industry or business? 

THI!. PRESIDEill': I would say . that taere is a constant absorption . The 

only figures we h:1ve r,ot are these c. c. c. figures which were ~;iven 

out two weeks ago anu which show that of the last batch of the 

c.c. c. boys who finished their six c:.ontha or a year in a csiT•P, a 

larger percentage ~<;ot jobs than ths previous crowd. One re~:~son 

for it is t hat tae average employer thinks that these c.c. c. fellows 

ere pretty good . They have so1ne trainiae, ana know how to V10rk and 

have. the right ment al attitude and t hey ar e glau t o employ them. 

1;ow, 11' v:e can develop that idea -- not the c. c.c. camps but 

the t heory of devel opi ng jobs fer fellows that are really jobs 

and make them work at it , they stand a better chance of being taken 

back into employment . I would not want to take this fellov: on the 

road who has been cutti~ grass this summer in eyde Park. He has 

been working perhaps 3 days a week ana out of eve~i day he has 

been doing just about l hour and 10 minutes of useful l'lork. lie 

has become a working bum. I •:ould not take him on my farm but I 

.. 
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would take the o.c.c. boy at this 5taatsbu.rgh Caap. 

~ Then the general idea ot the work you can put these people on and 

the way you can get t~s money out and giTe the workers a definite 

education and training and be able to build morale, et cetera, is 

n big part of the program? 

THE PRESIDENT: A big part of the pr ogram, and necessarily. It does 

involve probably more concentrated work on larger projects rather 

than this absolutely diffused work at the present time of six men 

workiDg here and ten men working there . Ir. order to 1nake it more 

efficient we hAve t o do it with infinitely better supervision and 

of course that calls for larger units , Wlquestionabl y . 

Ct Is t here any danger in putti~ t ilese lilen to work on definite work 

projects , instead of keepi~ them on tne roads or on home relief 

as you call it , thereby -- this is a c!ifficult question t o frnr.:e 

t hereby possi bly reLioving some potential possibilities for con­

s truction or industrial v.ork thnt may bt. done by industry? In 

other words , i s there any dan~er of goi ng ahead snd spendinc a 

ere~t <leal of money on roads and buildi~s , even public buildings, 

and cuttinb down the runow~t of 'NOl'k which may be uorie by priva te 

industry? r.!ust all the v:ork that is being done t o ~ ive relief , 

must all t hat work be non- competitive '<:i t h private industry·? 

THh ~RlSID~.T : Of course buildiny, roads aoes not represent competition . 

That does not interfere with private business . Putting up a public 

building does not lnterfero l'.ith privete industrJ . I 'h'ill r,~ve 

you an illustration : I got a long letter frol4 Jose'Ph ~. Da:: , 1·:ilo 

is trBIJlendously interest"ed and v;ho is a very old friend of Jdne . 

\'!e are car rying on correspondence at the present t in:e trying to 

• 
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develop ideas. Be f eels that it we go in tor slum clearance in 

New York City it i s eoing t o hurt private enterprise. Thut ia 

very possible. ~ell, I wrote him bee~ and I dictated t he latter 

this morni nt;. I t old aint, "I YTant you t o t hink about t wo t hi DP.s 

befor e you come dovm t o hashingt on . The f irst i s t hi s : The cost 

ot a properly financed buildi ng is made high because it is very 

diffi cult t o get privat e money in" -- he v.Tot e t:le t hat he i s very 

much aga inst l i mitea c.ivi dend corporations - - "at less tb.an t ae 

r easonable expect ed r et urn of b per cent , 5 or 6 per cent . dut 

if you charge 5 or 6 per cent i t is almost impossibl e t o provide 

r eally ct1eap housins and tn~:~ t brint;s up t he second quest ion: The 

objective in ~ew York Git:' is t o provide rooms tnet \';ill rent f or 

:;;5 per room f'or a month or sey ~:6 maximum. I f it i::; ;>roperly 

f inanced, it is almost irr.possil>le to turn anyt.!ling out at less than 

~·11 or ~ 12 a room e month. Now, v:no ere the people-we are trying 

t o help i n t!le City of ;,ev· York·? \·.ho a r e the people livin.-; in the 

sl ums? They are people heVi"f ~ f~.uly income of less t han ~1 , 000 

a yeer 6DO t~ere are sever al hundr ed t housand families . Those are 

the people who inhabit t he slums . They cannot pay that rental. Of 

c~urse , you have Fred .trench ' s Knickerbocker Villap,e. 'l'hst elim­

i nates a lot of ola t enement s but the peopl e taere in Fred French' s 

di s t rict are mostl y finan.cial a istrict 1•.orkers who sre able t o pay 

:,; 13 or :,14 a mont h , which he charges ." 

~ Do you know what t he charges were befor e? 

Tm. PRESI DENI' : Around ~6 under ter rible conditions . 

t.'lR. Mci Nl'YtD.: Your luncheon has been vtai t i nt for :1ou , !.ir. President . 

Tin!: PRESI Dl:Jfi': Then, the ot her tning \'l.tli ch I sai d t o Joe Day: "I want 
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you t o think about ano ther t h i ng . It v;ill be an awtul shock t o 

you. New York City hns seven million people in it. Can it give 

work t o mor e t han s i x mill i on?" That i s n question aar k and is 

an a~tul shock t o , let us say, the real est ate people in !'.e·. · York. 

There ar e a million people t oo lttany . Suppose we could come back 

t o the 1929 levd of industry? \1.oul dn ' t we still have a L1ill.ion 

people on relief i n the City of Nev: York? A lot of people t hink 

we would . 

Q ~.hat is t he answer t o that·? 

Trll!. PRJ!.SIJJ~n' : L-ecentralization ol' populatioc.. 

Q lilho is going t o do tuat?· . 

TID:. Pffi.SIDh~: Plannin~ . l•e will have to invent a c.e11 t·:or d that is 

different from "planning" . I'or instcmce , we are. t tllk1n0 1·:1 t n t ne 

automobile inQustry , with General llectric on<i ,,estin(;nouse and 

t he steel corporations about t ile pos:;ibility of their t a kin.iz Slll6ll 

units and puttinr them al"ay from tae oi r. centers , puttine them i n 

small tov.ns . ThP- same tnin~ is 1-:oinc: on in Lllglano Pn<.t on tne 

Continent . Tnere are probabl y too darn rr.sny peopl e in tne bio.: 

cent ~rs . 

"- But, if you t al<e o rr.illion >eopl e out oi· the Cit-; oJ.' 1 ew Yors. wou ' t 

you still have a iJ I'Oblem? l n other \:orus , ti1At ¥·on 1t solve t ile 

problem 'oeceuse you will have a lllillion peopl e less consumption 

tner t> mw it v.Hl only reduce your unemployment from o Million t o 

say 750 , 000 or 500 ,000 . 

TriL P~~I~~ : No, because with people 11vin; on relief consUL1pt1on 

is terribly low. That brin()s up just one more point wnich is just 

a rule of tnumb . 5uppose I have o.•ot au unemployed inai v i aual in 

• 
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the City ot New York with a family ot three or t our, with a wife . 
and eeyeral children, on home relief. It would probably cost the 

GOTernment as a whole, city, state and Federal, about ;500 t o sup-

port him and hi s family t or a year, to pay t he r ent, buy the f ood 

and buy the clothing. That i s all t hat goes t o encourage consump-

tion in this country, t hat v500 . Suppose I give hi1n work , useful 

wor k , the kind of work I Slll trying t •J 1'1nd , end pay him ~·1 , 000 a 

year in wages . I nave doubled his consumpt ion . 

MR. l~:~ciNl'Yflli : I t hink we ought to nave a distinct understandin~ before 

v.e Get out t hat t his is off t he record . 

THE t>RlSID:cJ'/.I': This hAs ~ot to be off the r ecord. ~~one of it should 

be printed :ret because , as I snv , \\·e are merely rrroping tov:ard an 

ideal. dow f e r ~e can ~et to it by practical reco:>mmendetions v;e 

don' t kno•~ yet . 

!11..~ . l~ci.NTYR..c. : The most importe.IJt rnotter hes r.ot come up yet. 1.hen do 

you t!linK the pool ou.c:ilt to be s;:>lit? I 8Jl; not sure about Vermont 

yet; thAt is tne reason I an. holdin.,:; out . 

·' TH.t. Prll..:ilf,.l:..hT: 1 think Vermont is overboera c11d I a1n arreia ... i~igan 

is overboara t his r.1orni nf . 

,.._"<. JioClUl"l!ti..: I thinK about ilulf' llDCI aAl f; I think Vanoenberg is elactea . 

Till!. P:U.biDl:.h'l': I t a ink so t oo . 

~ dere are some figures out t here is nothing about the various states. 

THI:. PRL::.IJJ~Jl' : I probably have as ~·oor.i information as an~'bocty tnis 

mor n i ng . 
( 
Q I think you have better information than any of us . Of course we 

were up all morning studying t his . 

THE PR!'.SIDEl~ : Taere is no question about t hiS . I lose ver.J badly. 
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Q Every one of us ba s studied . I do not lmow who Y!in8 . 

MR. MciNl'YRli: I think Crace (1.;188 Tully) ooes ; she put "ll" all along 

the line. 

Tlfr. P:USI VENl' : Grace s t art eo in by sayi:li= , " Eow ru- 1 ~oin;: t o vote'! 

I do not know any of t hese oeople ; I do not kno,., any of t nese s t 11tes ; 

I am go1ne t o put a t :_ t E.fter every name." 

r>l. Then I .tmow who wi ns. 

THl!. PIU!.&IDlYr :_ Tht1t is all ric flt . 

f../. Did you hear \'·ne t her Governor td tchie won ill :•.ar yl ami.'? 

T.l:fi', P.-r..l.:.llJlh/1' : I asketl 9ilarl1E' •-•icoel!iOll :;r.u. Cnarlie di d aot Know . 
, 

"'- tiave you he!\rd Flbout I yominr~'t 

Td.i P.U:.SilJ::.£11' : It is ell rio:!ht . 

-.:. Di u t he Governor corr.e- throuc:n·? 

'l ..n. ..,_,··'-!''' •r1• •• Y s th~ n· l e t1· c"e· t 0..:. r ""'""" '-'Ll' e ' .. \': 0 ... • 

• u , .•.ot 1·.:::ntinP' t o co any interpretini:l , coes ~rour st:1t e~.ent tnat you 

lo::t on toA pool ::.ean tflat t ~f' :...C~1.:>cratic 1:-.ndsliae 1-.cs a surpri.se 

t o ~·ou·? (J..aueht er) 

T&. P:< ·::.rnur: I wasn ' t eoing to passu:> t l.et:ty- eif,:ot or thi:-ty uollars , 

you know . (La~oter) 

.._ Yot: uo r.ot 11in<i 11' we prir;t y::>u on thst, d ·:~ you·! (Laut;nter) 

Tiii:. PrU.::.I1.1!.,.Jl·: I t alKed to Jim (;;.r , i'\: rley) t ni s ... orn i Uj.• -- anct tuAt 

is al so off t ne recoru . ..1e s ·,i u. t uet t{hode I :;lanu cat..e t :1rough 

by thirty t houoonu for Gr uen, wni co ega ill , •Jff thG :-e corc! , sur-

prieed me very muc:1 because I thou.:; ut tna t laoor " \"1~d .aav ~:: it in 

f or Green orderilJP. out t. ilitia and try i llt1 t o t;et me to ~et out the 

troops . 

USS LeHANlJ: I am goinb to cet , !l.r . President . 
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Q. Is t here anything we can write about the election ft"om the l'.hite 

&use? 

THE PRESI Dl.Nr: I tlo not imow ho"l'; you can , Fred (tt.r . Storm) , because , 

heavens, what -can I say·? 

Q ~e can begin by saying t hat you are obviously cheerful , but \there 

do we go from there? (Laughter) 

(( J,re you r-oinr t o see anybody later today? 

T.Hl:. PllliSIDl:Nl' : I do not know of enybody. I am f"O ins t o see an a'll1'u.l 

lot of people between tomorrow and next Tnurstiay , flocks o!" yeople 

includinG, I think tomorrow , Bob LaFollette . 

~ Is tlhil corning too? 

'1'1£:. Ptn.SI D1NT : Yes . (l..aup;nt er ) 

"!..~ . l>ocilll'YHt. : lJon ' t ~rou t:J.iu~ he h:-1d hi s fill of Le.i!ollette? (Laueht P!") 

Tffi. Pr:.i.!:>IDI!.Ul' : I will see lots of t)eO\)le over the 'heed: ena , juRt try-

int- to clean up before ;·.e ro a own . 

C... nave you 11:-6 r.1q .i"ltc reports on Geor .;i?. , 1:het her t:ta t coru i:; e~eci 

sul't'iciently 1"or us t o t ackle it 3:'ain? ( Lau~!ltcr) 

Tril:. I:'«.E&I!J.!:.t!l': Al~baesador LOnf' hn s ar. appointa:et:t, Prime .. ini s t ar 

:>t e inherdt o1" . :orway also has an appointJ.:ent . 

~ That is tor .. orrow't 

Tlil Pi<!.5ILI!l·:'I·: LOllf is tomorrov; end I think t:>tt:inharut is t he ne:r.t cay . 

• ((. de is ::iweoen? 

THE P~~~l!Ji.i~ : Yes . I .really don 1 t rnow tliat t here i s enytnill(l a t el.l 

t o suy . 

:.m • ...;c i~l1'YHl:. : 1.& will notify you of· t:1e: returns . 

'l'lfr PtH:.I:ii Dhlfl' : I think Orl\ce i s goi~ t o win . 

Q I picked four or five Republicans tllere. I know I sboulu have e one 

' risht d01m t he line . 

• 
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Q Did you win tne pool ? 

' 

T& PRJ!.Sl DlNl' : No ; I \lias next to the Ylorst . 

~ I hea r d t hat ... ac (,t.r . .. crntyre) is leaa ing , ... r . ?resident·( 

.. 

T.tili .1-'i<l..l:>IL.bhll' : Yes , ;,;a·c i s lead inet • we have cot t o hear from Cuttiug 

first . 

~ It looks like he is licKed . 

THJ.. Pffi:.SIL:H/l' : Cuttin.g i s licked·? . .,ec wins then . 

,1hl . DONAL.w UN : All in . 

'l'HL PP...t.SI !J~!~~ : v.e a-l'e tryi ne t o 1'inc.l .)Ut v nicn member of' t.no .r'res s 

~on the nyd e Pork pool . 

'l'here isn ' t auy uev.s . You a r e all written out <:nu 1 run ell 

talkeu out , so there we are • 

•. , ~ • .1· . ?resiC> ent, v.ould it be n gooc E!;Uess 

'l'l:fr: P:{lli;l.I.J.I!.UI': l\ov;, 1•.ai t J (.Laucht er} Lo rephrase i t . 

1., I .• ight v e specul a t e on tne probabili t:r - - ( lsUilnter) 

'l'iU. P!U:.&I.i.l.ui.i' : I will ~ive. you .a tnird guess . 

- · 

\t, V. ell , t o put it politely, i s Cenere.l ,;.scJ..rtllur still t>oin[' t o be 

Chief of St t>ff n f ter t ue s eventeent o'? 

TW! l'i< i·~·I.vi:...T : I do not .'O'loY·; I do uot know onythi~ aoout it . 

~ Is l''erley ~oing t o contiuue a s t.emocratic J,atior.al Cboirman'i' 
I 

T~ PRi.5I.I.J.l:i'Tr: I heve oon~ not hillt· ebout it , 

"· Anything you can tell us ~oout <..overnor Ritcnie ' s uefeet? 

Tlil P.RU>II>~·T : iio . i'.Jov: do not go ana say t hat I cJ eclinea t o say any-

thing about 1 t and therefore my ailenoe was fraught Yi i t h implies - • 

• / 

1 
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t iona . I am not sayi ng anything about individuals, either de-

tested or elect ed . 

Q Can you tell us anything about a budget , •Ill' · Pr esi dent ·? 

THE PRl:.SI DENI' : It 1e comi ng along pr et t y v1ell . I bad a ni ce t alk 

with Congr essman Buchanan yesteroay ana ne is p,oin? t o ask s ome 

member s of his subcommi t t ees t o coLie up here -- he t ol e :rou about 

i t -- early in December end t.e will hav e a number of tile princi pal 

t entative estimat es ready for those subcommittel?e . tie relt be 

could not call ell (o1' t he member s) of ni s subcommittees tog bt her , 

because the met~lbership of sonte of the ot hers has p·ractical ly dis­

a ppeared - - it llas ttisint egr rtod or 1nembers ere servine on the 

other subcommittees so could not bandl e both jobs , but I thin~ he 

saiu taere were four or five of tnose subcommittees that Y:Ould be 

~;~ule t o t"O t nrou!i'h t hose e.st i.r.letes early i ll J..,e cer.:ber . 1 have ver y 

nearly l'inishea ; I heve only t hree 111ore de!)artr11ects t o go t hrouph. 

~ Did you reach a t otal? 

TilL ?flli.slDu.fl' : Oh , :!:.eavens , no. 

~ Coulo you inaicate which subcommittees v:ere --

Tlii!. Pl.U~I lJi.i:n' : ( il. terposirtp, ) :C:P (Buchanan ) c.id t ell :nc but I would 

be afraid - - you he a better ~,;e t it from him. One was t ne •rreesury­

Post Office Bill ; another V£as ll bill t nat haa four departments , 

St ate , Commerce , Jus tice ana Labor. Ls thAt ri~nt ·? 

~ That is r i ght . 

Tlil. . .t'liliSI .UuVl' : I have forgot ten t he ot her tv1o . 

<;. The Gr eat Laltes- &t. Lawrence Tidewater Associat ion seems t o indicat e 

t hat t here hes been some change in the St . Lawr ence Treat y s i nce 

t he last sessi on. has t here been any c~e i n toat up t o dat e? 



157- 3 

THt. PR!SIDl!.tll' : I ·suppose t here is no parUcular -- that sort ot puts 
) 

me in a hole because I do not know whether I want t o answer that 

on the record or for background . Suppose you put it t hi s way: I 

think it i s perfectly all right because , naturally, I do not want 
' 

to s tep on anybody ' s t oes . ~hen Under Secretary Phillips was in 

Ottawa, Lie spoke i .nfo:rmally with the Pri me Minister in regard to 

one ·or two a1nall clianees wbioh he hoped that we coul d discuss . 

That is , really, as far as i t has got . 

Q Do you r ecall what t he Pr ime :.:inister said, • .:.r. President? 

TBE PRJ:.Si li..bM' : what? 

<.t 1.Jo you recall "'·hat the .Prime lliiniater sai d , .1.r . President? 

TI:!L Ptu.5IDE.l.\T: ~.ell , be has t steen it under advisement . 

~ Dia you hear of Buchanan ' s nope of a snort session in t he Seventy-

f ourth Conaress't' 

'l'HE. PRLSI J.;L'Il': I always do . 

~ Coulc you t ell us whether t hose one or two small changes had refer-

ence t o Lake :.:ichigan? 

THE PRESIDi:.../1': I can give you triis as backgr ound , si1uply repeating 

what I neve saia so ofttln to "tne Chicago papers . They llli Aht just 

as well get 1 t through tlleir heads once and for all and t hen you ' · 

won ' t have t o as!!: questions agai n. Under corrunon law, i f I am a ·-... 

property o~~er on a stream, I can use the w~ter of tnat st reem 

for dr inking purposes , for feeding cattle, for runni ng a mill 

wheel, but I have e.ot to put that ~~ter back int o t he stream. 

Now, t hat i s coliDilon law and if it is the common law between 

t Yio people t hat our civilization is founded on , it is certainly 

common law between nations . The United St ates bas not the right 
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and never will have the right t o divert ~~ter f r om one watershed 

into another watershed to the detriment of socebody that lives 

downstream. Furthermore , the Supr eme Court has said t~t it would 

not be reasonable to divert 1nore t han tne amount provided i'or by 
; 

treaty . And, number three , t he Army states in absolutely cate-

gorical terms t hat that amount of water is sufficient for nevige-

tion from Lake l .. ichip:on out to the •. ississippi . 

They mi ght just es well get t hat t hrough their needs in 

Chicago ; they have enough water and they v.on•t get eny more wa ter. 

~ The power company is keeping up its fight eeoinst tne JU.corn County 

Power Plant . After losi~; in tne St ate court s , they have gone 

into the Federal courts and asked for an i njunction on the eround 

that it is illegal constitutionally . 

Ti~ ?RlSI OENT: I naven •t anythin~ on t hat . 

Q. Can -you tell us whet her ~rou have anythinr on t o.e "\ewspauer Code or 

t he opecial i.ewspaper Cocle? 

Tm . .Prl.J£SID1lil': Only that I ned deyy;ood Broun ana some of your other 

members e.t l:iyde Perk t he other day. I promised t wo t hings elld 

that is since t he heari ng was o.eld i n December I woulci take t he 

matter up illllne<iiPtely , and number two , tt.a t I hope vecy r:tuch to.et 

the Press Associations will t ai{e port in tne1:1E: nearin~s on t he 

general theory t hat a pr ess association is a news collecting agency 

and not a country club . That is off t he r ecord , that part of it . 

'l'hut is tlerely for Stevi e (trlr. ctephenson) (Laughter) 

~ &..r. President, I di d not s ay t he l\ev.spaper Code -- I meant t o say 

t he i~ewsprint Code . 

TJ:Ih PrtiSID:UVI' : I ao not know what has happened on thet . 
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Q. 1 understand it has come to you. 

TBE PIW31Dl!m' : 1 haven ' t it and hlac (.lir. auclntyre) hasn' t it and 1 

haven't got i t. 

~ Any plans over the week end? 

TSA PRESIDANT: No, except to clean up a lot of tbi~s before we go 

away Thursday. l verything else is all quiet . Lots of conferences . 

~ Can you tell us anything about a naval pact in London? 

Tlib. PRJ,;SI Dl.Nl': I will heve to tell you t his off the record . .After I 

read this mornin~ ' s papers, I got a bit worried and I called up 

Bill .l:'hillips and I said , "V,hat is the news from London?" de said, 

"None, " and told me tbat up to 811 hour ego there hadn ' t been any-

thing from Horman Davis, not a thing . 

~ v1hat were you worried about? 

T~ PRlSIDLNT: I t looked quite serious. One o~ two of the dispatches 

had it t hat the British and Japs got into a jam. This i s off t he 

record because I haven ' t any news. 

·~ Tber e is a report erouna town t hat the present l.in1st <.>r t o '~orv:ay 

may be replaced . 

T~ PRl:.biDliNI' : That i s a r eport aroun6. tol'.'n . l t uad not FOt oer e until 

you mentioned it. 

v, Is to ere anytbine t o tne report that tne !Jepartment of Avricul ture 

will give u;> t he Forestry Service , to be transferred to t ne Interior 

Department? 

Tfll:, PHlSIDh\11': No. 

Q Do you contemplate any radio speeches in the near future? 
• 

THE PRY>IDH~ : I suppose when I get bac:C from r1arm Springs . In the 

last radio talk I did not t alk about relief and lots of thin£S. 
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Q It will be on the state or the Nation? 

THE PRESIJ>Em': SometiJile early in December. 

Q A:re you planning t o go down t o Arlington Sunday (on Armistice Day)? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, Sunday at eleven o'clock. 
,I 

Q , Have you a telegram trom the Acting Director or Housing in Sen Fran-

cisco asking for more money? 

THE PrtESIDEl~: Mac (Mr; ~cintyre ) says I have got a t el egram; I have 

not seen it yet. It will probabl y go t o Secretary Ickes. 

~ They went more housing . 

Trl1 PRESID.i!~.rl': As I underst and it , the Federal Housi ng Administrator 

out t here reached hi s quota and wants t o get more money. 

MR. U.ci.i'<'TYIU.: He wants to get a quot a increase because i t nes t;one 

over t!le t op . 

T H}. Pr<E~:HLji.i,T: Good ; fine . 

'i V.ill you make a speech (at Arlington)? 

Tne PflliSI Db.\T: The one mi nute of silence , just the wa:r i t was last 

year. 

"- Ull you say anything about a relief proRram? 

Tlli. PRl::S1DD.'1' : 'I.e are still working on it awfully herd . We have been 

t alki ng about it once a w&ett overy wee.t in t he eveninr: . r.e have 

had different g~oups of people . 

~ P~Y t entative fieure? 

THh PHl:.SI D.l!.ivT: l<!o . 

~ I s t he new :r·eder l:ll rleserva Governor in sig.at yet '? 

Tllr. flru:bllJLVl' : You are getting warm. Pretty soou. 

Q ~hat di d you tell t he hxecutive Committ ee of the ra i l road executives? 

THI:. Plll.SlDl'.i'lT: They were just in t o t ell me t !Uit they were organized 
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and ready and I toln . them any time they wanted t o see me t o let 

me mow • 

I 

\ 
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J.&R. DON..AI.DS()N: All in. 

THE PRESI DENT: Rus sell (lrlr. Young) asked a question about a st ory.·tbat 

was given out about the publicat ion of the vol ume of naval document s 
-, 

and' thereby bangs a tale . I do not think there is any particular 

news in it but a great many years ago, in 1913, when I first went 

to the Navy Department I started a tour of inspection and I got 

up under the eaves in the old State, ~ar and Navy Building and I 

found a place full of old war records and I went into · them to find. 

out what records they were ana I found that they were all the 

Captains ' letters from the Captains of the early frigates . They 

were i n awful condi tion , just all falling apart. They had been 

loosely bound together somewhere between 1830 and 1840 and book-

worms had got in and they were being eaten . t;e rescued those and 

shortly after t hat we started t he Laval Records Division in t he 

Navy Department , putting Dudley Anox in charge and this past year 

I started an experiment which 1 nope will ext end t o a lot of otll.er 

Government publications. I.e have in t he ~~avy an enormous amount 

of very valuable historical manuscript material. In the pest , 

the custom has been to print it at a very large expense and hand 

it out through men1bers of the Administration and members of t he 

Congress free of charge . Last year we ~ot from the Congress an 

appropri ation which I hope will become a revolving 1'und. It is 

only ~10, 000 . but it is to be used for the printing of these old 

Navy records ana people will subscribe to them and we will only 
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. 
pr1Dt the number ot •olwaea that are subscribed to. They will be 

pr1Dted on better paper than the ordinary Congressional document 

and will t herefore last. \'te hope to get t he revolving fund and 

we hope t o get back the cost of ea ch volume into t hat re•ol•inp 

fUnd. In other words , you might say that with that cash capital 

of 910,000., i f tne Congress grants this revolving fund , we will 

be abl e , eventually, to print al.l t he old hist orical records . 

~ Can you t ell us what the price will be? 

'rlil. PRLSIDEl'll': It 1·.on 't be a popular book ; i t v:ill be a book for 

· libraries , for st udents , for historians , et cetera . I t depends 

on what it costs . If it costs *5,000 . t o print and 500 people 

subscribe, it will be ,:l o . a volume. 

~ .-iave you hearci enythinf from Davis (i,orm.an :f. Devis)·? 

TID.. P.Rl!.SIDENr: No , not a 1·:ord and nothing came in yester day . 

ll. :.: r . Presiclent , would you care to comt:lent on reports t hat a plan for 

greatly increased Gover.o.ment cont::.-ol over public utilities is 

being formulated under your direction? 

THE Pl{bSID~' : Absolutely nothing I .<now of. rher e i s a r eport --

isn ' t there some k ind ol' a power board under the Secr etary of the 

Interior , under his chairmanship , that is I'>Orkinr. on e report on 

power? I thini<: so. I am a little vague as t o -,;.::~o is on it (the 

committee ) but ill any ever.t t.lere is liotni~ new. It is just co-

ordinating activities . 

In t ha t connection , I have one ;,,ore stocy t hat hes some merit 

in it . As you know , 1:1th ell tne old aepartn.ent s and new activities , 

we have been atudy1Lf: the l ast few months the desirability of co-

ordiueting them aud. t y i ng theru in together and t he1•e have been 
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moat ot them -- they were interdepartmental committees appointed • 

t o study and report on t his , that or the other thing . So the ot her 

day -- I think you had better leave t hi s off the r ecord. because 
. 

it i s on me somebody came ill and said, " \','hat about the report 

of such and such an interdepartmental boar d'?" I said , "I never 

llear d of it ." They said, "Yes , you esteblis.lled it six months ~o." 

I had t o to baci< in my files t o rewi.lld myself' t het I had established 

it . 

Under those cond itions you ar e ve~: apt t o £et lost in the 

snuffle end so we l!ieci ded , in t he Council meetin1: yest~raey, that 

we would examine into the nwr.ber or' t.:1ese boa rcis, hoY/ many there 

e re, how many hsve coJr;_;>leted tue ir worJS:: -- a /t.Ood many have already 

completed their- \'JO::-k - - apd as to I'Jhich ones could. properly be 

tied in 1n such a way thst their eYistence will not be f ort;otten 

b~· the Pr esiaent. 

The first step v.e took was to r~ake t ile lilt e r depart ment al Com-

r11ittee on .!>•erchant .. ierine , v:hich was u,erely a stud~rin6 committee 

end which ·hss n early completen its v•ork , to make that a subcom-

mittee of "the : .. t.ere:;ency Council , a.na c.t eacn meeti~ of t ue Emer -

gency Council t :teo chairman of t uat subco1r.rni·ttee v:ill be required 

to r eport hi s existence , a t least nis existence . .1e ma:r have sorne-

t hine; interestint; to t ell us bu"t in any evant ne will r t:p,ort 

throu(!h tne secret a r r ol' tne .l!.uJe rp:ency Council , •~r . rl icnber!Z• l t 

mi p:ht be onl y a r eport tnat they are still alive and makiw: prop:ress. 

It V.ho i s t he chairmen , csn you tell us? 

'I.Bh. PRtsimJil' : I don ' t ltllow; it is merely u ~ood exall\ple. 
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Then we created another interoe~rtmental committee which we 

have had in mind for some time, but we have created i t as a sub­

committee of the l.mergency Council . Steve (iJr. :Early) will give 

you the names o1' tne peopl e on it afterwards -- it is t oo lonP.: to 

take it down -- but the object i s to tie in ail of the Government 

lendiner agencies so t ne. t the lanai~ agencies will not be do11l{l 

en overlepp~ business. Obviously , ell of t 1mt ties up into 

f i nance, therefore the becretary of the Treasury was appointea 

the cheirlll8ll of this subcol!Unitt ee , whic.a will consist of the ~ec­

r etary of the Interior, who makes loans to municipalities and ex­

tends Government credit ; the lt'arm Credit Ad.ministration; t he R. Jf. C.; 

the H.O.L. C.; the Home .Loan Bank 9oar d ; the hl'nergency Administrator 

of Public 'l.orks ; the Public Housing Cor poration; the .1-ederal l:fous­

i ng Administration; the A.A. A.; tne ~~esident of the LXport-Import 

Ban.<s_; the CommocUty Credit Cor-poration; t he governor of the F~d­

eral Reserve Board and ot~ers . 

A£ I sa;v , that COJTUnittee v.ill n1eet from ti11.e t o tillle end re­

port bacK to t he nnergency Council on coora inating l:l.ll of the ~:ork 

of J.enui~ by all t he tlep&rtmcnts vf the Gove::-nment concerned. 

i<ow , tnare ::il!ly oe othe::- coJJmi ttees &"la c.::: v:e aiscover t hem, 

t ile" v. ill be maae subcommi ttm;s or the fuer!lency ~ouncil. 

((. Is it liKely tnat t he action ·t e .cen ve£te cc av v.iti:l r cfa ra t o the Home 

.Loan Corporation, the hornn uwners 1 Loan Corporution , in closing 

off a.ll applications becauae t ae s1r.ergency i s over can be dupli­

cated soon in connection wi t h tae .l'arJI Cre<1it Jto.!llinistration·? 

THE PrliSID~ir : I do not know; you are a little ?revious . I cannot tell 

you tilll t until. around the first o:f' January . 
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Q Are we t o assume also t hat the action in re~ard t o t he rl.O.t .o. in-

dioat es s desire on your pArt t o close up t hese emergency agencies 

or t o restrict them in their scope as rapinly as recoTery permits? 

T.Hb PRl.o:>ID.t.~\T : I do not know. I would not write t oo much about t hat 

because we won't know definitely at all until a r ound the f irst of 

J"anuary. Of course, in the case of tne n. u. J..O., !iS I unaerstand 

1 t, t he nwnber of applications they have ,!!Ot in , , hen r eaucec:. t o 

t er1as of those t hnt will pass , tnose t h~t Vlill be accept ed , ,.ill 

use up the whol e ~3 , 000, 000 , 000 . i.ell , t he.v have only .·ot · 

.,J , OOO , O•JO , llOO . at the pr esent t ime . ~o ht>t t:e r:ill 6o lat e r , I uo 

not know . 

-. Can you ;:i ve us any hint of the stet uF of Dr . Jiut cnins'! 'hterr. !!re 

re9orts t hA t he is no lonr~er under consideration . 

Tifr. Pct~IC·ll?l' : Tnere has been nothin~ nev: on i t ,. t ell. 
' 

~t .ur . Pr esi dent , i s tnPre anttnin.; nev- ~-;.bout tae Chief or btaff of t ne 

aoubt l'"hE>t her thorP 1·:il.i. oe ur.til l ·e t oacK fron: i.er n. ;:;prin~:s . 

•-. dll t .Hlr e be -.orne strcllbt henin.<> o!· tw;, f") rE:i(n trnue 1.ctivit.ies of 

t he .lJePt'rt rr.ent of Commerce i.e Vi~"H of tne -reciproce.l. erranr.e~.1ent s·? 

'l'H::. ?Ri.::>I .l) .. !.l.Vr: JJo you :neen nort:l co:r::r.e1·cin.1. ~:~ t"tacnls en,t t ni r.'7-s 1 iKe 

that 'i 

~ I mean tbe whole a ctivities. 

\<, General ?..acArthur ' s t erm v1ou.l.a expire before you rot back , would i t 

not ? 

'!'ill:. P.!Ubi Dwr: 1 til ink it expi r es t omorr ow. 
' 
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MR. MoiJll'Y'Rl: That is the tour-year usual tem but there is no deti-

nite time limit on tne a ppointment of Chief of Start. He can con-

tinue. 

T.Bl:. P!U:SI DE!"'': It i s j ust the same way in the Army and t he 1~avy. Any 

bureau chief stays on until hi s successor i s a ppointed . 

Q. I s t here any likelihood or asking Cone:r ess for rnore H. O.L. C. funds? 

TID; PiU.Sl Dlii'll' : I was just sayinp, that I do not know. I cannot. tell 

you anything on t hat unt il January. 

Q 'r.ould you care t o comment on Chairman Jones ' sumzest ion for mocUf i -

cation of t he Tri ple A? 

T .Hl. PHESI Dll-11': You mean t~~.arvin Jones'? I do not know; I have not hear d 

anything abou!_i t. \that did he do? 

~~ He su~gested the t t he benefit be paid on the portion of the crop 

r&ised for domest ic consumption and that inaiviaual r estricti ons 

be loosened . 

Tllli Pill.::>ID:ii.J.f.i.' : That is goinf. back t o one of tne ol<1 theories . 1 do 

not know ; I have not reed i t. 

I.e e re leeving t omorro1·: afternoon, sometime . I do not know 

whetller you know the schedule . Is toere any reason v.hy i t should 

not be ~ iven out soon·t 

(.!.:r . 'E:erly inuicated a negative . ) 
. 

Anybody int erest ed can s t ay behi na end tne:v can see t he schedule. 

1-t \,hat Cabi net offi cers --

Trtll. .l?R.J!.SilJL,T: ( i nterposinp;) Secretary rlull is f::O ing with me and Sec-

ret ary I ckes . Secret ary Ickes l eaves after Chipley anu Secret ar y 

l::lull l eaves at Alloxville to come back t o i\asllingt on. 

~ How about Senat or l~orris? 
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'l'.l:ih: PRESIDUir: He could not come because he had a date arra~ed about 

six months ego. I eJ:I ewtully sorry h~ could not come. 

• Q So 18 he. 

~ ~hat time do you leave? 

TdE P!UlSIDENT: Four o 'clock , s t andard tillle • 

.. . 

' 



c~ 
PNu Ooatenue ll&i, 
Ill tbe Pru14at•a Oottap oa ~ Oearala 

WU'IR Spr1D88 ~auoa, WU"A SpriDp, Oearala, 
Ncw.Uer 21 1 UM, 10.30 A. K. -. 

'mE PRISIDDIT: Drape rouraelna aroUDd. 81 t 011 the sot a, Russell (Mr. 

YOUDg). Fred (Mr. Storm) does not haTe to sit down todar; he is a 

little in the light, otherwise he is all right. 

Well, I asked the Trustees (ot the Oeargia i'i!U'IIl Spriugs P'OUDda-

tion) to come here today because we haTe been working on this thing 

tor about a couple ot weeks now, on the subject ot a Birthday Ball. 

'lb' easiest way to describe it is to give you the letters all about 

it. Henry L. Doherty suggested another Birthday Ball and we put it 

up to the Trustees and the Trustees made a recommendation which, really, 

is in two parts. You will get t h i s thing (indicating mimeographed 

release). The first i s : 

(Reading) "to encourage, coordinate and enlarge the 
present established orthopaedic facilities 
and services wherever possible so that those 
already handicapped by IntantUe Paralysis 
may be helped: 

"Second - to secure monoy for t he continuance or scien­
tific research which aims at preTenting the 
disease i tselt aDd which IDlst be carried on 
Until successful it t housands of our children 
are to be spared its deTastating ·aftermath. 

"For t hese reasons we teel that the w1ll1Dgness or 
Colonel Doherty again to place at the disposal ot this hu­
manitarian cause the National Committee tor the Birthday 
Ball tor t he President is a magnanimous action which ctaes 
at a most opportune time , and it i s our hope that 7011 will 
again lend the Col!llli ttee your birthday, not tor the benet1 t 
ot the Georgia Wam Springs P'OUDdation, but tor a turther 
ettort toward the solution or the problem as a whole. 

"At a meeting ot the Trustees ot Georgia Warm Springs 
P'OLlDdation held today I was authorized to intorm 70u that the 
Trustees, theretore, reco~~~~~end to you that Colonel Dohertr•a 
otter ot aerTice be accepted~ tbat a aeooDd B1rtb4&7 Ball 

• 
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be he14 cm a. ooouloa of 7G1U" D.n blnh4q 1A .J'anM'l'J 
19:5S. 

"1\ar\hel'IIII)Z'e, we reoODPad, ill kHPiD& w1 th the wo 
laiD phues of the probl• as stated abOYe, \hat 

"S..,ellty per oat ot the tuDds raised thrclu8h 8ll4 
'b7 the ADerlou public Oil the aDJ;nrs~ at J'GUr 
Dext blr\hdq be used dlreotly to halp those ocm-
1111 ttees, ind1T1duals, dootora, hospitals ud other 
orsu1zat1ou struggl.iDS w1 t.h the tuk ot prorld-' 
ing care aDd treatment in their oommni ties, 
counties or states tor those attlioted with IDf~ 
tile Paralysis, auoh tunds to be expended w1 thin 
the oonmm' ty or w1 thin the nearest geographical 
unl t ot. which the CO!T!!11»1 ty iS a part; aM that 

"Th1rty per cant or the tUDds raised be used to 
maintain and intensity the ettorta ot medical re­
search to develop preventives ot and inm•n1 zation 
against Infantile Pare.l.1's1s w1 th the purpose ot 

- eradicati~~g this scourge exactly as medical science 
has successfully combatted and br'<:Alght UDder con­
trol smallpox, diphtheria, typhoid rever, yellow 
~ver and other similar maladies." 

It means t hat the money would go, 70 ·per cant locaJ.l7 and 30 percent 

for research and none or it to t he FOundation. 

.~d t hen I wrote to Colonel Doherty yesterday and said: 

(Re~ing) "!Jy dear Colonel Doherty: 

W!our generous otter ot Novanber 
8th is most gratifying to me. 

"1he Trustees of Georgia l'l'arm 
Spr ings Foundation have acted on ~ request tor their 
recommendation in this matter and their suggestions 
which have nr:1 hearty approval are transmitted to you 
herewith. 

"It g1 ves me 1111oh happiness to 
lend ~ next birthday, January 30th, 1935, to the 
National Committee tor the Birthday Ball tor tbe Presi­
dent for this purpose, in the hope that this effort 
will bring us nearer to the goal or torever ewUng the 
tragic consequences at Intutile Paral7sis. 

"l4q I again express, through 
you, rrtt grat1 tude to all those who are maldng rq birth­
day the occasion for serTing in this hn1Mn1 tarian cause • 

• 

Alwqs sincerely,• 

•• 



Q. Ur. President, oan 7ou gin u.s the D81118s at the 'l'l'uateu here 'to4.eTt 

'lEE PR&SIDENT: llr. Leighton !ot3CarthJ', Dr. Hoke, Mr. Xeith Morgan, Mr. 

Arthur Carpenter. '!ben we haTe the regUlar meeting ot the Truatees 

the day atter Thanksgi Ting. 
... 

MR. CARPENTER: Thanksgirtng DaT, the atternoon. 

'lHE PRmiDINT: I think this will be a great thing because i1i means that a 

great many comm,n1 ti es -- aDd this i s not tor quotes at all-- a 

great many communi ties haTe not tacili ties and will now be able either 

to start their own tacilities tor orthopaedic work ot all kinds or 

to coordinate their work with the next conm,nity that has got it a Dd 

improve and build up that connm1 ty. It does not mean &Tery 11 ttle 

Tillage vd 11 han a hospital but they will be able to get together 

on a geographical basis • 

. Q. I s that broad enough in certain citi es so that it they wanted t o pick 

up children t hey could use it tho.t WaJ' tor indirtdual cases? 

'l!lli PRllSIDENT: It the town has its own hospital, certainly. 

Q. Do you recall the total raised? 

MR. M~G.\N: One million, 330 thoosand -- _ 

'1m PR:i!SIDENT (interposing) : And 61 cents. 

MR. ?.iORGAN: Sixty-one dollars and eight cents. 

'lHE PRESIDllm': I am wrong. (Laughter) · 

Q. '1/ho got that eight cents? 
. 

'IHE PRESIDENT: I think Cary Grayson kept it; I do not know. 

YR. Uci.N'rlRE: · I think that went tor postage. 

Q. AQ7 other news? 

\ 



. .. -··· .. I I c1o -' b.Uwe tllere 11 ~ otUr tllbl• I ban b ... 

•tudl1118 all t1D4a ot r~orta 8114 u a rM12l t t»r• will be all acaota 

thrH weea. Nothing atartUDB• I ha .... been stu~ng this .IIIOnUJI& 

a tremelldoua~ inbreating report on the 't11DB in together ot all 

the map-making tacilities ot the United States GoYerament. We t~ 

that there are sneral. dozen agencies that are me.ldng maps aDd we 

are gOiDB to tie them in together as a tirst step toward a greater 

consolidation. It does not mean that one organization will do it but 

it eliminates a good deal ot duplication alld will save moneT• 

At the same time, we hope to be able to start the standard key 

map ot the lJD1 ted States. A certain amount ot work has alree.~ been 

done on that but it ooght to go on tor the beneti t ot all killds ot 

services, states, municipalities, counties and the Federal Govern-

ment mrk. I just use that as an example ot the kind ot stu~ng 

we hAve been doing. 

Q. Are you planning consol1datioDB on a larger scale in any ot the Depart-

menta? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: No, these are minor. 

Q. What is a key map? 

'mE PRESID!ln': Vlby don't you wa1 t and let me g1 ve you a good story on this? 

' Well, it 1s a standard topographic map, all on the same scale. We 

.... tind, tor example, that the GoverDJ118nt has been doing mapping work on 

two ar three d1tterent scales which have no relationship to eaoh other 

and this standard map ot the entire country would take a good lllllJ:lT 

years to complete but would oover every portion ot the countl'f. 

Q. It baa been started? 

'IBE PRESIDl!HT: It baa bHn started. 



~ Ulii4R wbat a• ot t~a•• aaaol••' 
'lEE PRIBIDilfl': I couldn't tell 7011; I do DOt bow. ~• TopocrepJiio 

Sune7, I th!Dk. 

~ MI.-. Prea1dat, 1n the absence or ~oe Smith, I will aak this queeUon: 

Is 1;here aJ17thing new from London? I cannot put the accent to 1 t --

(Laughter) 

'mE PRESIDENT: No , I haven't bad a thing. 

Q. Mr. President, in the absence of the COWlt (Rudolph de Ze.ppe), I might 

ask you--
. 

'1HE PRESIDJ!NT: (interposing) Have we appointed anybody in Washington. No. 

'!he did appoint somebody the otlier day. 

MR. MciN'I'!R:E: bt got quite a play, so did the power story. ' 

Q. In tb4t connection, on power, do you care to amplify --

'lHE PRESIDENT (interposing) 'Jihy don't we wait until Friday and let me talk 

ott the record? Everybody gather around here and l et me talk off the 

record because there are very few ot you who are here now who were 

here two years ago and you will rEitlember that two years ago we had· 

a perfectly grand informal off-the-record talk about TVA, what it 

was all about, and I think perhaps it will help to do it again. 

MR. McU."TTRE: I think on part of it you might just give them background 

find not all of it off ·'the record. 

'mE PR!SIDENT: Most of it will be off the record. 

MR. MciN'IYRE: Yes, I appreci ate that. 

Q, We are for you, Mac "(Mr. Mcintyre); talk tha t background. (Laughter) 

Q. Can 70U tell us about the new relief plans? 

'lEE PRESIDl!NT: Nothing on it. 'lhere won't be until the third ot January. 

I am just thumbs down on it until the third of Janu81'7. 

Q. Did you read Donald Riobberg'a speech in Atlanta? 



'DII Ht•mau llo, 414 he ~~peak yeatel'48Jf 

Ill. lloDiiHBs ~· 487 'betore )'88tercla;r. 

'l!IB PRBSmJNTs No~ I ban not aeen u. 

MR. Koiltl'IRE: 'lbey say he 11111de a speech. 

Q. Yea, he did. 

Q. GoTernor Talmadge bad some suggestions tor you the other dq. Did he 

have them up last night? 
I ... . 

niE PRESIDENT: No. 

MR. Mcim.'IRE: ott the record, we certainly had Gene (Govarnor Eugene 

Talmadge ot Geargia) on the spot last night. 

'!HE PRESIDENT: We did not talk about the sovereign State of Georgia at all 

last night. 

q, Was there anything in the conference last night? 

mE PRESIDENT: No. We talked about the unemployment insurance thing and 

then here is t~e thing I have got to give you ott the record. I d id 

talk w1 th him a 11 ttle bit about the idea ·or a southeastern Council 

corresponding with the New England Council and told him what had been 

the actual experience ot t he New England Council. It (the New England 

Council) started ott very well and it has lately become, primarily, , 
an organization ot t he bigger businessmen. It does not have any ot 

the other aspects, the Government officials or the citizenship repre-
• 

sented on it and it has tended, in New England, to be a body which 

passes resolutions and tires them at the heads of indiTidual governors 

and gets a great deal ot the limelight -- has a hotblooded executive 

• 
secretary, and things like that. In other v.ords, it made the mistake 

ot the United States Chamber of Commerce. 

On the Squtheastarn thing, it they want to develop it, the 

Governors ought to lle a 11 ttle bit careful. 

~. 



~ tu, 414 •• at • lut Mlbt la Oearsla Ball, &114 1DT1 tell OOYmaM' 

t.atfooa (ot ~) &114 OOYC'DOl" "'Altattll' (ot Temle• ... ) 811111 

ooaa .. (ot lll. .. lnippl) to jola ttl• on the t•th ot Deo.._.. 

ED&lud '00Uilo11 1a 8Jl aaaoo1at10Jl priar117 ot bQa1uaaman aD4 the 

govcJlOrs haven't 8117 ld.D4 ot sq in it at all. 'lbe New EDgl&.Dd 

Counoil shoots thiD.P at OoTemors' heads. 

I told the Gonmollllast Jlight that I thought o.a o. result ot JQ"loq 

u;pericce in the big OoTemors' Conference -- I was on the Executive 

00111111 ttee t or tour years -- that it they would start a regional con- ' 

terence, all gonrnors aDd n~Od)"- else, it would be an awtull7 sood 

thi~ tor the Southeast. 

~ That i s what tbe,r di d lo.st night. 

THE HmSIDmT: '!hare 1s one very ettecti ve local governors' conference 

and that is the western governors -- that is the Roc)Qr Mountain States 

and the Coast -- but only the governors attend them and they do not 

. have any outsiders in a t all. When I was in Albany we had a confer-

ence' up there tha t related to the industrial Northeast to s tudy un-

employment insurance, old age pensions and things like that. That 

was a very etteotive instrument. But the general thought that I told 

them about last night was that it we could have tive or s ix regions 
I 

in this conference -- five or s ix governors covering the region, that 

it anything. came up between t ham aDd the Federal Government we could 

get tham up to ~':ashington, getting :t:'ive or six governors instead o:t:' 

forty-eight. 

~ I think l ast night the,y deci ded to hold quarterly meetings and the 

governor or the state that holds the particular meeting becomes the 

1 governing officer tor the s ucceeding quarter. '!hat glvea evarytloc!7 



• 

a ehMe to bM- JI'Mitat ot tbl acwr r•• a atw ue. 

Q !tleN uoe npan. 1a ~ tills ~ tat CIRU'IIt ... el.Mt Blbb 

aru .. 1a oClllllq here to sM fGa tills IIOl'DiJICt .... 

'Dm PRIBIJBI'r: He 1a a1 ttlq oahlde. 

~ He wu solDg to aalc that the aonrDJDent purcbue tJ,oo,ooo,ooo. worth of 

State bOD4s ln order to pra110te a subeietaoe b01111t project to oare tor 

'IH! PRI!SIIIIR'l': 'ftlat is a Dew one to me. 

~ Will :rou sed him down to our cottage? 

mE PRESIJDT: It depends on what be sa,.s. He J1JB.7 snealc home OYer the 

111011Dtain (Plne Mountain). 

!;(. Mr. Willlde of Colllllonwealth and Southern said in a state11L8D.t in New York 

thAt he was sure you would give the utility people a chance to give 

you the facta on TVA. Do you expect to receive any at them? 

'lD PRESIDENT: That was kind of him. ~Laughter) 

~ Thank you. ~~. President. 

MR. MoiNT!'RE: May we have the Conference (the next Press ContereDCe) at 

two o'clock. w1 th the understanding that it is for the morning paper 

·release? 

~ I might report that we bad a meeting last night tor· the redistribution 

ot wealth. 

'lEE PRESIDmT: Did it circulate? ·~ 

~ We might also add that I have petitioned the V1h1 te House Correspondents' 

Association officials to name a receiver in bankrupto:r tor some at tbe 

bo,s. 

'IBE PRliSlmBT: Are you a creditor? 

~ Mboh obliged. 

'IH! PHISIJDRT: '!hen :rou do need a reoeiTV in b&Dkruptq. 
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