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MR. DONALDSON: All in,

THE PRESIDENT: I have a lot of stuff this morning, By special request
of the Count (Rudolph de Zapp) and Russell (Mr. Russell Young),
there is no resson why vou should not know that the Budget esti-
mates, as they are being made up, will include the eliminstion of
the five per cent reduction on Government salsries. In other words,
they will be five per cent more than thev were this vear, than is
being peid nnw._

@ There is still five per cent of the original to £07?

THi PRESIDENT: No, it brings it sll back.

¢ On what basis are you taking thst =zction?

THEE PRESIDFAT: On the basis thet the cost of living has cone up suf-
ficiently by the firset of July next vear to justify it.

@& Make the newspaper publishers do the seme thing., (Lauchter)

TH: PRESIT'ENT: By Jove, I think thet is & pood ides. Let me pet =fter

them,

& Wr, President, heve you hed your preliminarv fieures from the Labor
Departnent?
I
THE PRESIDENT: ivo, not yet. They bave not come in. I did this on
general estimates, that is all.
This will epply the first of July next year, the fiscal year
1936, The figures certainly willlnnt show any justification for

: changing it the first of Januery. No question about thet.

¢ (Mr. Stephenson) Do you think that other businesses can do the same?




154 == 2

THE PRESIDENT: Ask the. A.P. yourself. Why ask me to do your dirty

work for you. (Laughter)

Q Mr. President, can we take it, then, that you expect a continuing
fncresse in the cost of living between Jemuary first and July
first?

THF PRESIDENT: It will go up substantially, without mﬁch question,

But, at the seme time, couple something with that -- it is not
fair to use just one-half of it. Couple increeses in values there-
by lessening the difficulty of payirg debts.

@ Thet is a story for us.

¥ Mr. President, do you think then that the October trend in the whole=
sale price averages, which has been down, will be very shortly re-
versed?

1Iht. PRECIDENT: October trend? I don't know. It is not out yet, is
it?

@ The averapres for the first three weeks show rather surprising de-
clines.

THe PRESIDENT: Whose chart are you soine by?

& The Nationel KFertilizer Associstion. (Lauchter)

THr PRESIDENT: Tt will be interesting to see how thnat compares with
the National Perfumeries Associstion. fi;ughterj

The next order of business is an kxecutive Order which merges
the Executive Council into the National Fmergeney Coyncil. They
have been in large part similar in membership ena this order merely
makes them one body which is simpler and gets rid of one organiza-

tion. They ere prescticelly the ssme people that are now on the

Netional Emergency Council., We bave added the Chairman of the

#
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Securities and Exchange Commission and the Governor of the Federal

Reserve Board. They were neither of them on before.

Q Will there be an executive nrricar of that Council?

THE PRESIDENT: Just es it is today, Richberg.
Q Is there anything you can tell us on the public works program for
the next year or the following year?

THE PRESIDENT: Only what I have read in the papers. (Laughter)

Q The papers say 12 billion dollars. -

THE PRESIDENT: Some sey 12 and some say 10 and some say 5. You pays

your money and takes your choice. In fact, it depends entirely
on which paper you resd. That reminds me. One man came in the
other dey and said, "I hear you have a very ambitious publiec works
program, self-licuideting on a 20-year bssis." 1 said, "That is
absolutely true. They are planting some black walnut trees in
certsin areas and it takes them that long to mature.”

So far as sll these stories go, I think I would avoid zuessing

for the very resson that final responsibility will be mine and I

haven't the veguest idea at the present time snd I probsbly won't
have any until the end of December. We are asking all kinds of
aepartments for all kinds of information so that we will have the
whole thing 1n‘alignmentf'relief, publie works, soil erosion, plan-
ning, and so forth and so on. We are just gatherine information,
that is ell, There isn't another thing to do at the present time.

Q In view of the recent developments and the interest being shown, sre

you going to recommend that the Costigan-Wagner Bill be passed?

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to give me about twenty-four hours be-

cause I will have to check up and see what I did last year. I




have forgotten.

Q Tbu_andorl-d it. You spoke several times, gave out interviews here
after the Rolph thing in Californie.

THE PRESIDENT: Just give me a chance to see what I said.

Q Will you have to hold back your tax program until you know what the
total (expenditures) is?

THe PRESIDENT: Yes, absolutely. The two go together.

@ Can you make any comment on the present status of the navel discus-
sion?

THe PRESIDENT: DNo, I will have to refer you to London.

Q@ Have you read the interview given by Ambessador Saito (of Japan)
here yesterday?

THr. PRESIDENT: No, I just read the headlines.

Q@ Can you tell us anytﬁing about your visit with Stimson (Henry Stim-
son)?

THu PRESIDENT: As you know, he is a verv, very old friend of mine and
I have not seen him since he went abroad. He came in and we talked
about general world conditions, people he had seen on the other
side. There was nothing specific. There was no object to it,
just to say, "How do" to him again. He comes to lunch with me
every few months.

Q@ Mr. President, as a practical mestter, can sll the trucks be brought
under regulstion?

THE PRESIDENT: All the trucks in the country?

Q Yes, sir; I mean this ides of reguleting carriers by trucks.

THe PRESIDENT: T hesitate to talk on the record on that because I do

not know what has been found out so far by the various people
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working on it.

My own general slent is that you cannot, as s practical matter,
regulate every truck in jhc United States. On the other hand, you
probably can regulate regular trucks engaged in regular trucking
business. For example, there is a farmer up my way who has a per-
fectly good truck and when not using it himself he will occasionally
teke a load duwn to New York City, if anybody wante to take it down
there. He will make $2. or £3. out of it. Now, is he a common
carrier? I doubt it. He may do it four or five times a year, but
he is not in the business. As to him, there are great difficulties.
But as to regularly established trucking lines, that is a different
thing. .

Q@ Can you tell us about your talk vesterday with Secretary bMorgenthau
and the gentlemen from the State Department?

THE PRESIDENT: The State Department was just talking asbout reciprocity
and trede agreements -- nothirg specific,

W Did you discuss the most favored nation -~

THr PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, it was not mentioned; it did not come
out at ell.

Q@ Have you any comment to make on the Labor Board's handling of the
AP, strike in Cleveland which, at this point, it appears will
probably have a successful conclusion?

THE PRESIDENT: I hope it will have a successful conclusion; that is
about all we can say.

@ Have your studies with regard to relief needs for this winter come
to where you can discuss them at all?

THi PRESIDENT: Not until the end of December. 1 could not begin to.
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I do not know anything about them. The information is flowing in

here and will continue to flow for another couple of months. Yes-
terday, at the Council meeting, we got a report from the Federal
Emergency Relief that is so clear and interesting that I asked
Steve (Mr. Farly) to have the thing mimeographed for you. It re-

lates to the farm surpluses. You will find it outside. It points

out that in the previous winter we had fairly large surpluses with
depressed farm prices. A large number of people on relief at that
time needed food so the Federal Surplus Relief Corporation pur-
chased these various items of food, thereby reducing the surplus
and at the same time feeding the hungry people.

It hes all the figures in here and it gives also the figures
with respect to the purchase of cattle and the processing of them
into food. It also points out that thie handling of the problem
has saved ell those cattle from dying on ranges, end that all the
meatlwaa used for relief femilies. It took 58,000 pounds of tin

plate, 128,000 carloads of freight and they used unemployed people

to actually can a large amount of food which otherwise would not
i have been canned. P
You can read it yourself; it is one of the clearest state-
ments made yet. It was the report to the Council.
¢ Mr. President, sometime ago you said that you were considering the
problem of handling surpluses through a national grenary. Does

[

this report mention the plens?

THE PRESIDENT: That is still very much in the study stage.

") Thank you, Mr. President.
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THE PRESIDENT: I thought thet this would be & small Conference, that
most of you had gone home to vote. I am efraid very much that
there ie a lack of interest in the ballot.

& kost of us live here and cannot vote. Cen't yvou fix thet for us?
(Laughter)

THr, PRESIDENT: I am zoing home tonight and there is no reason why I
should not give you the following which 1 wrote cown three minutes
ago. It is quite short but if vou don't went to take it Steve
(Mr. Ferly) will give vou copies. (Rendirg)

"I am returning to ny home to cast mv ballot -
as a citizen of the State of llew York. 1 have no
nesitancy in mekinz it known that I expset tc vote
for Gevernor Lehman snd thet 1 hope he will be re-
electec.

"In the first place, lew York is my home State.

"In the second place, Herbert Lehmen served
a8 ny Lieutenant Governor for four veers and in
thet capacity earned my admiration ss = publie of-
ficial end my warm regard ss s men,"
one nore paragraph:

"In the third plece, ss Governor he has meade
good,., He, hss shown courage, energy, fine admin-
istrative and executive qualities end, ebove =all,

8 deep interest in and understanding of the welfare
and needs of the citizens of our State."

Dea et slles.

¢ Do you expect to see Governor Lehman st Hvde Park before Ilection

Day?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I cannot. He is in the middle of & campaign.

==t ] I v e S B R s e, -
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Then I have one other piece of news. I have just signed an

Executive Order extending the Automobile Manufacturing Code to
February one,

Q As it stands, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. The Executive Order is long but it changes the
date and that is all. I received the request from the Automobile

- Manufacturers' Association, eskine for en extension without chance.
No. 2, Steve (Mr. E&fly} will give you afterwards -- we

haven't had time to pet it typewritten and mimeosraphed, vou can
zet it in about fifteen minutes -- a statement -- I will read it
to you hurriedly so you can get an idea of it. (Reading)

"with the extending of the Automobile lianu-
facturing Code, it is my purpose to institute a
study which may contribute toward improvements in
stabilizing employment in the industry and reduecines
further the effects of the seasonal factors. The
menufacturers themselves have taken important steps
since I first discussed the subject with them some
months ago.

"In addition to whet they have done and are
doing in omitting their national shows and stagzer-
ing the introduction of new models, I believe that
we should develop further facts on the seasonal
peaks and valleys of production in their bearinge
upon emplovment,

"I have not asked the manufacturers to agree
that such an inquiry should be made. I have thought
it better to briag the inquiry sbout under my execu-
tive powers.

"The meanufscturers have cooperated in support-
ing the Administration's program in the past. I
am confident that they will also cooperate with
the Administration in this way in serving the pur-
poses of Recovery and will consider with an open
mind any practical suggestions that may arise out
of the inquiry. And I am also confident that in
this I shsll have the interest snd cooperstion of
labor.™

Then, in addition to that -- does this go out too?

- T e I R st




MR. EARLY: Hﬂ. sir.

Q What is 1t?

THE PRESIDENT': There is no reason why the fact of it going out should

not be known. Do you see any reason why we should not give out
the whole letter?

MR, EARLY: You never rive out a letter in advance of its being sent.

THE PRESIDENT: Steve says I cannot give it out until it is sent.

Mr. BARLY: You cen tell them what you are doing,

THe PRESIDENT: I sm sending a letter to lr. Green (William Green,
Pre_sid_eut of the A.F. of L.) and the ssme letter to kr. AlWn
Macaulev, who is secretary (President) of the Automobile Manu-
facturers' Association. The seme letter goes to him ana to Mr.
Green, telling them that I em goinc to start this study snd point-
ing out that there are a good many examples which meke it very
advisahle for this study to be made on the question of annual
earnings ss arainst the mere question of day rates, and seying
that after such investizations it will be possible for me to de-
termine definitely on a factual basis as to whether it will be
necessary to arrange for a public hearins, and that I will arrance
for a conference with them ss soon as I ret bsck.

I give out the letter mse soon as it is sent.

& A conference with labor or menufscturers?

THE PRESIDENT: With me.

Q@ Is it a labor conference?

Trk PRESIDENT: I will have them all in to confer with me.

¢ When are you coming back, lr. President?

THe PRESIDENT: Tuesday night or Wednesdey night, I do not know which.

Tl T . - i e ™ T e o e Ll
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It depends on how much snow we have up there -- I said, "snow."
Q Mr, President, in your statement regarding Governor Lehman in New
York, there is no mention of Senator Copeland. Was that an over-
sight?
THE PRESIVENT: No, I am not taking up anybody else on the ticket.

& Mr. President, vou are voting the strairht Demoecratic ticket?

(Laughter)

THk PRESIDENT: Well, Stevie (Mr. Stephenson), it would be amusing if
anybody kmew how often I have voted for individual Republicans.

¢ Mr. President, what, it any, recourse is left to us if any one of the
signatories to the nine-power nact completeiy disregards the obli-
gations under 1t?

THE: PRESIDENT: Say it apain,

« What, i1 any, recourse is left to us, if zny sne of the sirnatories
to the ‘inE-Bo';:er Fact completely disresards the oblisations under
1t?

THdy PRESIDeNY: T will ~et out my librery on thet subjeet. I think
there have been twelve volumes written on.it so far.

% You haven't ziven any thouzht ts it yet?

THE PRESIDENT: No. -

% Mr. President, any comment to make on the improved condition in the
oil industry as the result of vour Board's operation in Texas?

THE PRESIDENT: No. vecretalry Ickes lunched with me today ;nd was very
happy over what he believed tc¢ be tlhe foct that this new method
seems to be working and that the bootlegging of oil, st leest for

the moment, has come tc an end. te was very mucn plessed becsuse,

as you know, the situetion got down to a critical pnint'ten days
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ago -- it was touch and go as to whether the thing would blow up

in our face or not.

¢ Now that you have seen Davis' (Norman Davis) report on the London
conference, cen we incuce you to tell us whether -- or at least
comment on it?

THE PRESILENT: Which report?

¢ The report you hsd on your desk last Wednesday?

THr, PRESITDENT: TRere have been six or eight since then. That (report
you mention) is entirely out of dete.

Y Anything you ecan tell us?

THr PRESIDRNT: Fothine we cen sav except that vie sre still hoping for
a favorable cutcore,

W Any comment on Harrimasn's (Henry rnerciman) stoterert recardine his
plea for a nousings nrogram?

THr PRA>IDENT: who ia thst, Averill sarrimen?

(; o, the Chamber of Commerce man,
var PrESLLENYD No, FHas he a plan?

It wes deseribed this morning in the papers,
THE PRESIDENT: I dié not krow it. =

se advocated putting some 15,000,000,000, intc housing, prineipally

smaller houses,
THb PrusSIDe': Ie tnet all?
It iz n rataecr lasrece sum.
Ty PriSIDMNT: That is elmost worthy of z lew York Times neandline,
(Laughter) That is a dirtv crack on my part but, Cherlie (mr,
Hurd of the lew York Timeg), it 1% vell merited.

@ Wr. President, wbile we are on housing, hss there been any reaction

P gy - - - P —_— i = - - -
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to plans snnounced lsst night for 5 per cent interest on mortgage

bonds?

THE. PﬁESIDENT: Not yet. Of course I have given a great deal of thought
to that question and sMoffett is right that probably in certain areas
‘of the country thet have £ or 10 or 12 per cent interest it is
going to prevent or slow up private cavnital zoine into mortgages
on & lower bagis, but it is a part of the general plan throughout
the country looking towaerd the reduction of exorbitaut end usurious
rates, snd the principle is more important than enythine else at
this time. Ve have to educate people that if they cet & sound,
insured mortecese under present ccnditions 5 per cent is quite
enough for money tc earn. I am sure that there will he plenty of
people clad to put out their money for 5 per cent even ir those
sectiors of the country thrt cherze 10 or 12 ver cent. 1 feel very
stronsly on that subject. One of the thincs that hes prevented
progeress is usury.

& oenator-ilect Bilbo is coming in to see wyou?

THr PeRE1IDRNT: Fe iz comire in to see me in sbout twenty minutes.

(¢ Thenk wvou, .r. President.

(The Press Conference adjourned at 4.20 P.bl.)
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THE PRESIDENT: I commend to your attention -- you cen take it away
and reed it if you want -- last night's editorial written in the

Brooklyn Daily Eagle. It is probably one of the best things that

has been said about Government in a long, long time. I do not
know that there is anything more to say about it than that, but
it is sn awfully good edito;;ai: I will let you n;ve it if you
will give it back to me.

& Vas th;t in yesterﬂai's paper?

THE PRLSIDENT: Yes, vritten before the polls closed.

¢ Does it meet with your nearty approval?

THE PRESILLIT: It meets witn my verv hearty approval as a stetement
about Lemocrstic goéernment, that it still lives. If you carry
anything about it, you ought to carry tue whole editorial and not
a part of it because it ties in together.

“ If you vere in our position, ealled upon to write an interpretive
piece, would you interpret the verdict as an approvel of what had
happened or as & mandate to proceed further?

Tib PRISIDENT: You nust hsve got to bed early to talk about interpret-
ing stories todayv. -ide hes a very strong nind.

Q@ I think it wes & slug et gin this morning. (Laugnter)

Ty PHLBIDLNP: It must be hell to have to interpret.

y It speaks for itself.

¢ It is, at times.

THE PRESIDLNT: It muet be terrible. But you know, that is one reason

A R T g e i gt
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why -- this is e severe thing to say and I just say it strictly

in the family snd off the ;ecorﬂ -- why tae juuerican public today
ere paying less and less attention to news stories because so
many of them heve become interpretive. Thet reelly is true. You
pays your nmoney end takes your choice. Iliow, the press associa-
tions have zot away from it pretty well snd most of the inaivicdual
papers are demanding interpretive stories. 1 krow how hara it is
and I niust say it is hell to write them and I thinz it is a nis-
take for newspapers to o over into that fiela in tuoe rews stories.
They ure beginning to lose public confidence in news. I have a
sort of zixth sense about the public snd taev are bezginning to
lose it nore and more,

& You cennot fool the publie,

Tiik PaeSILENT: It is s very serious cuestion for the Tuture of tihe
american newesvaper. I really, honestly believe that.

w £8 I anderstané it, give the people tne facts snd let them jucze
for themselves.,

THe PRISIDeNT: That is the point, pive them the fuets snd nothins~ else.
In other vords, reductdo ad sbsurdum. Thet is the substarce, be-
cause if I take .lenry .orgenthau fron L.esaington bsck to Dutchess
County, tiuere isa't nnytuiﬁg beainc the fact. But the story that
says, "In all probebility tais neans that foreigzn debt wos dis-
cussed," or something like that, thet is not news, that is just &
wild stab in the dark, wnicn is wrong, 99 per cent wroug at times.
sut, on the other hana, your own offices call for thst sort of

thing end what the hell are we goins to <o sbout it? Lo you think

that is wise? I know you aon't agree wita that.
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Q If we hed some inkling about what liorgenthau telked about, we would

be justified in intimating that.
MR. McINTYRL: His argument is that anybody who reads it coes his own

interpreting.

& If we ectually knew --

THk PRESIDINT: Yes, if we talked debts, yes.

@ That ic the way I feel sbout it. It is the feeling of the newspapers
themselves.

THL. PRASIDENT': It is not tne feeling of zny of you people, I am think-
ing about the general policy oi the peonle who run l%@ividual news-
papers in tiis country in roing into tae interpretive feastures of
it rether taan the unews. —

Lo you think there is & public aemand for tuat sort of toing or is
it because tihey nsve peen educsted up to it?

Trl PRECILANT: T think there is s big demsnd. It roes along to the
extrewe ol tue Lrew Pearson anu tie helter winchell -- that is tue
extreme of it -- and of course ﬁt nes been aided and a2betted by
the populerity, vuite frankly, of people like .ark Sullivan.

« lay I sav something snd put yourself in our place --

THE PReSILENT: (interposing) I do all tne time; that is just it.

% We get a query on it from twelve up to two at night that s fellow
saye .this about it --

Tl PRESIDENT: (interposing) snd so vou have to say something?

<, e don't have to but nevertheless it is whet we are here for.

TH: PRESIDENT: Of course it puts an awful burden on the Government

end of it. For example, as a concrete case, the other day, last

Friday, somebody said, "Are you including Copeland in this?" I




156 == 4

should have gone into a long explenation when I said I was going

to vote for Lehman. I said, "No, I am not including anybody but
Lehman." I should have gbné ahead and explsined it but I did not
do it because I forgot to.

¢ Thet did leave (room for) an intefpretation there but I think the
average fellow knew you didn't mean it that way.

THE PRESIDEINT': I .was so simple tnat I did not think of it st the time.

lilte WeINTYRE: Thet is one case where ne did not blame the boys,

THi. PRESIDENT: GDiot 2 bit -- that was ny fault.

& .4re. President, do you think the ordinary -- I won't say the ordinasry
but the intelligent resder of o newspapér is in a position to romm,
10 juage on a bare vresentation of tane facts?

THr PRUISIDENT: Pretty close to it, ves.

& I should say so.

@ It is not from lack of intellisence but .;erely becsuse they are out
of the atmosphere in which it is occurrins. I personally think
that the reason the newspapers are goine in for more interpretive
writers is because there is an overwvhelmins; demend for it.

There is « demand for gossip.

w 1 e pot referring to gossip so much. I am speaking of interpreta-
tion. They want the best opinion they can r~et, even if_they read
thiree or four in order to pet wiflerent interpretstions, on the
‘grouud that they vant it frouw competent observers, particularly
at a time like this wnen thnere is so much doubt.

THE PRESIDENT: Again you get into tae difficulty of any person writing
interpretive stories. Yor instance, Liark Sullivan -- a great

friend of mine -- if Lark wrote once a week he would be !nuch liore
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effective than if he wrote once a day. No human being can write
a story once a day. He has to write a whole lot of pure bunk in
order to fill his space.
believe a lot of the papers are demanding interpretive stories
simply on a competitive basis with Time lLlagazine and so on. They
all want their readers to believe that they have the same sources
of inside informetion, whether they nave or not. The others pur-
port to have and do not have,
TH: PRESIDENT: I think it is one of the lost difficult problems we
have and the only reason I am talking about this et all is that
I do sense that newspapers have a lot less influence than they
had fifteen or twenty vears ago.
wmcllTYRE: Of course, if I were on that side of the fence instesad
of this, 1 could meke & very interpretive --
. PRESIDENT': How?
MeINTYRL: Give the boys tast write those stories s little more
leads. |
dii PRESIDENT: By God, I give the all the leads I can think of. I
don't want to get into tue dissertation stage.
§ Of course, lUr. President, our job is always fr'inding out what you
are going to aqo.
THE PRESIDINT: About two-thirds of the time I ao not know.
¢ Wr. President, do you expect any change in the relief poliey before
Congress meets?

THe PRESIDENT: No. Well, thnere 1 can give you something but we will

have to make it off the record. I have to keep it off the record

because we don't know whet the thing is going to develop into.




Q Do you mean off the record or just background?

THE PRESIDENT: Absolutely off the record so you will know what we are
thinking about. It has not got to thewstaga of background because
you cannot write about it without givinz the slant thet we are
going to do something one way or the other. It is almost impos-
sible.

You take this morning, I wes talking to Jim Towmsend, who is
County Chairman here. He knows this county extremely well. I was
talking to him about the people on relief in this county. Of
course this wes not from a political angle at all., 1 said, "How
meny of them do you think are chiselers?" "Well," he said, "I
should say somewhere between 15 and 20 per cent." I said, "So
where are they?"

He said, "dere'is where they come in: you will find in the
relief office at Poughkeepsie that three or four of the girls en-
ployed there come from families who have plenty of ionev to get
by with. The girls aon't need relief. <Then, they hired fourteen
engineers and of the fourteen engineers only about three of them
vere engineers who were sbsolutely up against it." I said, "Are
there any more engineers up against it around here?" He said,

"Yes, there are lots of them." =
He told me about the eleven who could get by.
Then you get out into tne towns and tne humen element comes

into it. It does not make any difference whether it is a Demo-

eratic township or a Republicen township. It comes through the

supervisor and natyrally they pick their friends first. It is a

very difficult problem to hanale as at present constituted.
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Haﬁ, if that is true in Dutchess County, it is true in every
state of the Union. It is not all Democretic and Republican poli-
tics, personal favoritism enters into it too. A great deal is
personal favoritism. You will help your friends and build your-
self up. The local fellow wents to be known as the man who hands
out the jobs. It is perfectly natural.

Now, how can we avoid that?

1l seid, "wnat is happening to tihe nental slant of tnose people
on relief?" "well," he saia, "it is bad, for the resson tnat if
it is home relief, a grocery store order or cash, they will barely
get by in their families; nobouy works snd tuey just bum sround
all day. There is nothinc to ao. It is verv bad ror taem, ob-
viousiy. L& ougat, if we cen, to :;:ive ther work,™

I seia, ".ow soout work? A lot of thzi gri on sone 2ind of
woTR." Me e ss8ia, "1 vill -ive you ca iilustrstion: In the
hack port ae Tovn or Pleasent Velley nere, tiaey asre putting
in & nile o rosa ane trney aave 150 ueople, work relief .eople,
on that mile of rosa. Tiey are supvosed to work ¢ hours a day.
s08t of them work > dave a week. sut taere is @ generel feelin:
ol the part of evervboov who sees thst vork taat toe neople who
are in charge of them almeost zive tae orcer, 'Do not exert your-
selves. Lo not push yourselves, oupread it out as longs s vou can.'™

lvow, that is & waste ol noney. They probebly waste at lesst
50 per cent of tone money spent for labor on thet rosd. 1t is in-
efficient.

They had a lot of people this swmmer arouna here. Tnev were

at work cleaning and cutting grass on the nighways. That does
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not bring in anything. It is not comstructive.

Now, that applies to slmost every county in the United States.
The result is that most of the relief money spent -- of course part
of it is local money and part state and part Federal but the great
bulk of it will never come back, not alone to the Government but
it won't come back to the Nation in the form of permanent improve-
ments.

Therefore, we are trying to find some method by which all
this relief money will be made to do one of two things, either
make a prectical contribution to the wealth of the lation such as,
for instance, if you take a valley, a littla1valley, and go in for
soil erosion, to prevent the topsoil from running off, to prevent
flood damage and to use the land in the best way possible by plant-
ing trees and things like that. That is work which, if it is ef-
ficlently performed, will give wealth to the hation. The other
thing we are trying to do is to get this money, as far as we can,
returned to the Government so that we can pay off the debts. You
see, we have to borrow it therefore we are trying to find more and
more self-liquideting projects.

The objective, therefore, is twofold -- threefold: First,
to eliminat;: -- don't ecall it graft -- but to eliminate the 10,

15 or 20 per cent Gf.the people wno are on relief and who ought
not to be on relief. The second thins is to put the money either
into the kind of thing that will aad to the national wealth even
if it does not come back to the Government or, secondlv, into the

kind of public works that will liquidate themselves and have the

money returned to the Government so that it can pay off the debt
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incurred when it was borrowed.

Now, that involves s tremendous search -- you might call it
such at the present time -- a tremendous search problem and every-
body is working on it. The idea is to see whether, with next
yvear's relief money that is to be divided up between three organ-
izations, really, the C.C.C. camps, public works and Harry Hopkins,
to see whether we cannot use all of that expenditure to take people
off whaf we call home relief, that is cash and grocery orders, and
put them on useful work 1nst§ad.

Now, thet is the thing we are groping for and we are only in

the groping stage. We have no idea how much money it will cost.
And, as I said the other day, you can put the figures anywhere
from 2 billion to 100 billion. We have no idea of figures but we
have an objective. We don't want to come out with new idees and
the objective of spending money in line with objectives unless we
know the amount involved and unless we feel fairly certain that

if Congress gives us so much money to relieve unemployment for the
following year that we will be able to spend all of that money.

In other words, unlike public works, the money will have to be put
to work quickly.

One trouble with publie works at the present time is that you

heve to plan each project very carefully in order to prevent waste
and, when we do allocate the money, we do not have the assurance
that it will go to work even that fiscal year. When we do a aob,
we want to do a 100 per cent job, and that is a difficult thing.

That is, really, the only way I can explain the whole situa-

tion to you, the present situation. ke have to have something by
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the third of January on it. What it will be, I don't know.

Q You expect to present a program, then?

THE PRESIDENT: For example, in looking over all of these 150 or 200
different suggestions to carry out that objective, we must decide
that this particular thing looks darn good and 1ift it out of the
general pile and say that that is something we can accept. It is
a8 process of weeding out those things which are out of the question
and accepting the things that look pretty good.

« Is there eny indication &s yet, any tangible figure at all, on the
amount of absorption frm@_tnese Government rolls into active pri-
vate industry or business?

THe PRESIDEINT: I would say.that tnere is a constant absorption. The
only figures we have pot are these C.C.C. figures which were siven
out two weexs sgo end which show that of the last batch of the
C.C.C, boys who finished their six months or a vear in a camp, a
larger percentage got jobs than the orevious erowd. One rezson
Tor it is that the aversge employer thinks that these C.C.C. Tellows
are pretty zood. They have some training ana xnow how to vork and
have the right mental attitude and they are glaa to employ them.

lijow, if we can develop that idea -- not the C.C.C. camps out
the theory of developing jobs for fellows that ;re really jobs

and make them work at it, they stand a better chance of being taken

back into employment. I would not want to take this fellow on the

road who has been cutting grass this summer in Hyde Park. He has
been working perheps 3 days a week ana out of every day he has
been doing just about 1 hour and 10 winutes of useful work. Lle

has become a working bum. I would not take him on my farm but I




would take the C.C.C. boy at this Staetsburgh Camp.

@ Then the general idea of the work you can put these people on and

the way you can get tﬁ&s money out and give the workers a definite

education and training end be able tp build morale, et cetera, is
a big part of the program?

THr PRESIDENT: A big part of the program, and necessarily. It does
involve probably more concentrated work on larger projects rether
than this absolutely diffused work at the present time of six men
working here and ten men working there. In order to maske it more
efficient we have to do it with infinitely bDetter supervision and
of course that calls for larger units, unguestionably.

 Is there any danger in putting these luien to work on definite work
projecets, instead of keeping them on tne roads or on home relief
as yvou call it, thereby -- this iz a difficult question to framne --
thereby possibly rcuoving some potential possipilities for con-
struction or industrial work that may be done by industry? In
other words, is there any danger of goirpg ahead =and spendingz a
creat deal of money on roads and buildings, even public buildings,
and cutting down the amount of work wihich mey be vone by private
industry? rust all the work that ie beinz done to zive relief,
must all that work be non-competitive witn private industry?

THE PRFSIDLNT: Of course building roads does not represent competition.
That does not interfere with privete business. Putting up a public
building does not interfere with privete industry. I will zive
you en illustration: I got a long letter from Joseph P. Lay, wio
is tremendously interested and who is a very old friend of mine.

Ve are carryving on correspondence at the present time trying to
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daraloﬁ ideas. He feels that if we go in for slum clesrance in
New York City it is zoing to hurt private enterprise., Thut is
very possible. hell, I wrote him back and I dictated the letter
this morning. I told aim, "I want you to think about two things
before you come down to hashington. The first is this: The cost
of a properly financed building ies made high because it is very
difficult to get private money in"™ -- he wrote me thst he is very
much against limited cividend corporations -- "at less than tne
reasonsble expected return of 6 per cent, 5 or 6 per cent. sut
if you charge 5 or 6 per cent it ie almost impossible to provigde
really cheap housing and thuat brings up the second question: The
objective in New York Citr is to provide rcomé toet vili rent tor
%5 per room for a month or sey i6 maximum. If it is proverly
financed, it is almost impossible to turn auything out at less than
Y1l or ;12 a room & month. Now, wno sre the people we are trying
to help in the City of Wew York? Who are the people livins in the
slums? They are people naving a fanily income of less than 41,000
& yeer snd tiere are several hundred thousand families. Those are
the people who inhabit the slums. They cennot pay thet rental. Of
course, you neve rred rrench's Knickerpocker Village. That elim-
inates a lot of old tenements but the people tnere in Fred french's
district are mostly finencial district workers who are able to pay
vl2 or (14 a month, which he chargzes."

4 Do you know what the charges were before?

THh PRESIDENT: Around 46 under terrible conditions.

MRe MeINTYRL: Your luncheon has been waitings for you, ir. President.

THI: PRESIDENT: Then, the other tning which I said to Joe Day: "I want
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you to think about another thing. It will be an awful shock to
you. New York City has seven million people in it. Can it give

work to more than six million?" Thet is & question mark and is

en awful shock to, let us say, the real estate people in le: Vork.
There ere a willion people too meny. Suppose we could come back
to the 1929 level of industry? louldn't we still have a million
people on relief in the City of lew York? & lot of people think
we would.

w what is the snswer to that?

THl PRESIDINT: Lecentralizetion of population,

Y hho is going to do that?: | 3

THe PRoSIDEIT: Planning. e will have to invent & new word that is
different from "plenning". Tor instence, we are talking witna tae
sutomobile inuustry, with Generzl Llectric snd westingnouse end
the steel corporations about tine possibility of their takins small
units and puttins them avay from tune oig centers, putting them in
small towns. The same tonine is roins on in tazlana enc on the
Continent. There are probably too darn msny people in tne big
centers.

w But, if you tske s million seople out of the City of lLew Yorx won't
you still heve & problem? In other words, that won't solv? ihe
problem beceuse you will have a million peopie lésa consumption
toere end it will only reduce vour unemplnyment.ffnm a million to
say 750,000 or 500,000.

T PRASIVINT: No, because with people livins on relief consunption

is terribly low. That brings up just one more point wnich is just

a rule of thumb. OSuppose I have got an unemployed inaividual in
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the City of Hﬂn'fn?k with a family of three or four, with a wife

and several children, on home relief. It would probably cost the
Government as a whole, city, state end Federal, about 5500 to sup-
port him and his family for & year, to pay the rent, buy the food
and buy the clothing. That is all that goes to encourage consump-
tion in this country, that $500. Suppose I give him work, useful
work, the kind of work I am trying to find, and pay him +1,000 a

year in wages. I nave doubled his consumption.

iRe MmeINTYRL: I think we ought to nave a distinet understaniine oefore
vie get out that this is off the record.

THt PRESIDENT: This has got to be off the record. wNone of it should
be printed yet because, s I sav, we are merely groping toward an
ideal. dow far we can zet to it by practical recommendations we
don't know vet.

wRe eINTYRr: The most important matter hss not come up vet. iaen do

" you taink the ool ousnt to be split? I am not sure about Vermont
yet; that is the resson I em holdins out.

THr PRISILENT: 1 think Vermont is overboera and I am alraid wig@nigan
is overboard this mornine,

e meliiTwi: I taink about nelf ana aalf; I think Vanaoenberg is electea.

Tok PRESIDENT': I taink so toc.

w ~dere are some figures out there is nothing about the various ststes.

THr PRLoIDZIT: I probably have as sood lnformﬁtian as anybody tnis
morning.

6 I think you have better information than any of us. Of course we

&

were up all morning studying this.

THEL PRESIDENT: Tnere is no question about this. I lose very badly.
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@ Every one of us has studied. I do not xnow who wins.

MR. MeINTYRLE: I think Grace (Mises Tully) does; she put "L" all along
the line.

THr PRESIDENT: Grace started in by sayving, “How aiz 1 going to vote?

I do not know any of these oeople; 1 do not Lknow sny of tnese states;
I am going to put a 'L' si'ter every name.,"

4, Then I know who wins,

THE PRESIDENT: That is all rigiot.

( DLid you hear wnethner Governor #itchie won in marylang?

THr, P.E1DRiT: I askeu Qnarlie wicnelson sna Cnarlie did uot know.

w, tiave you heard sbout 1péming?

Tz PRESILLIA': It is ell rizht.

w, Dia tae Governor ccme througsh?

TH:E PRRESILENI't Yes, the whole ticket.

o ot wanting to ¢o any interpretinz, cdoes your statenent taat you
lost on the pool niean that tle Lenmoeratic inndslice was & surprise
to you? (Laughter)

Tde PROSILINT: 1 wasn't pgoing to vass up twenty-eigot or thirty uollars,
vou know. (Lauzoter)

« You 4o rot mind if we print you on thet, ¢o you? (Laugnter)

TH: PRLSILaNT: I talked to Jim (Mr. rverley) tnis corning -- ang tuat
is also off the recora. .e saic tnet hode Island came tarough
by thirty thousana for Green, waiea again, <ff the record, sur-
orised me very muca because I thouziut taat lauor'huqld asve it in
for Green ordering out wilitie and trying to cet me to zet out the
troops.

5LISS LeHAND: I am going to eet, ir. President.

L
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@ Is there anything we can write about the election from the Lhite
House?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not knmow how you can, Fred (Mr. Storm), because,
heavens, what can I say?

@ he can begin by saying that you are obviously cheerful, but where
do we go from there? (Laughter)

& Are you zoing to see anybody later today?

THE PRESIDENT: I cdo not know of enybody. I am going to see an awful
lot of people between tomorrow and next Thursaay, flocks of veople
including, I think tomorrow, Bob LaFollctte.

4 Is Phil coming too?

THu PRESIDENT: Yes. (Laughter)

wmie MmeIlTYite: DUon't you taink he had his fill of Lelollette?  (Laushter)

THL PelOIDLNT: T will see lots of neople over the week ena, just try-
ing to clean up before we &0 cown.

b, nave you hzd nny Lute reports on Georzis, wviaether taat corn is aged
sufficiently for us to tackle it =zain? (Laugater)

Trak PRESIDLT:  Anmbassador Lons has an appointment, Prime .inister
wtelnhaerdt of .orway also hes an avpointuent.

% That is tomorrow? "

THl PRISILENT: Long is tomoﬁrow end I think bteinhardt is the next day.

. { de is oweden?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 1 really don't wnow that there is enytaing at eli
to suy.
wlle weliTY¥RE: Le will notify wou of tne returns.
THI PrlSIDeifl': I think Grace is going to win.
¢ I picked four or five Republicsns there. I know I shoulu have gone

right down the line.




CONFIDENTIAL
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Executive Offices of the white louse,
November 9, 1934, 4.15 P.h.

@ Did you win the pool?

THe PRESIDENT: Noj; I was next to the worst.

@ I heard that sac (ur. scIntyre) is leéuing, Lr.-Erasident?

THe ProSILENT: Yes, .ame is lgading. we have gé£ to hear from Cutting
first.

& It lLooks like he is licked.

TH. PReSILFWI': Cuttine is licked? .ec wins then.

sirte DONALDSON:  AlL in.

TH. PReSILENT: we are trying to f'ind out vhich member of taec cress
won the dyde Park pool.

There isn't auy news. You are all written oul ¢nu I am all

talked out, so there we are, B

w, re rresident, would it be a gooé suess --

THL PreSILENT:  Low, waitl (Laughter) Lo rephrase it.

w light vwe specul=te on tne probsbility -- {iaugnfer]

THde PreSilesT: 1 will give you 2 tnird zuess.

w Wwell, to put it politely, is Generei wac/rthur still soing to be
Chief of Stuflf after tué_;aventeentn?

Tilh Prbkoluind: I do not snowj I do not know anythins aoout it.

w Is Farley =zoing to continue ss Lemocratic lLational Chairman?

THE HRL&IL&iE: I heve aone nothins about it.

w Anythinz you can tell us spout Governor Ritchie's uefeat?

THh PReSIDENT: lio. WNow do not go and say that I declined to say eny-

thing about it and therefore my silence was freaught with implica- .
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tions. I am not saying anything about individuals, either de-

feated or elected. =

& Can you tell us anything about a budget, lir. Fresident?

THE PRLSIDENT: It is coming aslong pretty well. I had a nice talk
with Congressman Buchenan yesterday ana ne is going to ask some
members of his subcommittees to come up here -- he tolc you about
it -- early in December end we will have a number of the prineipal
tentative estimstes ready for those subcommittees. He t'elt he
could not call sll (of the members) of nis subcommittees together,
because tine iewvership of some of the others nas practically dis-
appeared -- it hees uisintegretea or members are servinge on the
cther subcommittees so coulc not bandle both jobs, but I think ne
said tnere were four or five of tnose subccﬁmittees that would be
able t0 zo throush those estinetes early in Lecember. 1 have very
neerly rinished; I heve only taree wore departments to go through.

&, Did you reach a total?

TiL PReSIDENT: Oh, keavens, no.

, Coula you indicate which subcommittees were --

THe PRESIDLIT: (interposing) He (Buchsnan) cid tell me but I would
be afraid -- you hed better get it from him. One was the Treasurv-
Post Office Bill; another wes s bill thet hsa four departments,
State, Commerce, Justice ana Labor. Is thst rient?

¢, That is right.

THL. PRLEIDENT: I nave forgotten the other two.

¢, The Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Tidewater Association seems to indicate

that there has been some change in the St. Lawrence Treaty since

the last session. Las there been any chance in that up to date?
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THE PRESIDENT: I suppose there i8s no paqricular -=- that sort of puts
me in a hole because I do not know whether I want to answer that
on the record or for background. Suppose you put it this way: I
think itﬁia perfectly all right because, naturelly, I do not want
to step on anybody's toes. When Under Secretary Phillips was in
Ottawa, be spoke informally with the Prime Minister in régard to
one ‘or two small changes which he hoped that we could discuss.
That is, really, as far as it has got.

€ Do you recall whet the Prime ilinister said, ir. President?

THE PRESILeNT': what?

%« Do you recall what the Prime sdinister said, .r. President?

THe PRESIDENT: Vell, ae has taxen it under sdvisement.

@ Dia you near of Buchanan's nope of a snort session in the Seventy-
lourth Congress?

THE PRESILLWI': I always do.

L

o

Coulc you tell us whether those one or two small chsnzes had refer-
ence to Leake .iichigan? |

THE PRESIDEWT: 1 can give you tnis as background, siwmply repesting
wnet 1 nave saiu so often to the Chicago papers. They might just
as well get it through their heads once and for all and then you .
won't have to ask questions again. Under common law, if I am ;
property owner on a stream, I can use the water of tnat stream
for drinking purposes, for feeding cattle, for running a mill
wheel, but I have got to put thet wster back into the stream.

Now, thst is common law and if it is the common law between

two people that our civilization is founded on, it is certainly

common law between nations. The United States has not the right

e I T e — P—
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and never will have the right to divert water from one watershed

into another watershed to the detriment of somebody that lives
downstream. Furthermore, the Supreme Court has said that it would
not be reasonable to divert more than tne amount provided for by
treaty. And, pumber three, the Army states in absolutely cate-
gorical terme that tnat amount of water is sufficient for navigs-
tion from Lake liichigan out to the .ississippi.

They might just &s well get that through their heads in
Chicago; they have enouzh water and they won't zet zny more water.

& The power company is kxeeping up its fight agaeinst tne Alcorn County
Power Plent. After losing in the State courts, they have gone
into the Federal courts and asked for an injunction on the grounc
that it is illegal constitutionally.

Tl PRESIDENT: I neven't anything on that.

o Can you tell us whether vou bave anvthins on taone sewspaver Code or
the Special l.ewspaper Uedg?

THi PRuSIDET: Only thaf I osa deywood oSroun ana some of your other
members et Hyde Park the other day. 1 promised two things =and
that is since the hearing was neld in lecember 1 woulc take the
matter up immedistely, snd numder two, that I hope very nuch taat
the Press Associastions will taxe psrt in tnese nearings on the
general theory that a press associstion is a news collecting agency
and not a country club. That is off the record, that part of it.
That is merely for Stevie  (Mr. Stephenson) (Laughter)

§ Mkr. President, I did not say tae iewspaper Code -- 1 meant to say
the Lvewsprint Code.

THi. PRSIDENT: I do not know what has happened on that.




Q@ I understand it has come to you.

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't it and ilac (Mr. McIntyre) hasn't it and I
haven't got it.

Q@ Any plans over the week end?

THL PRESIDENT: No, except to clean up a lot of things before we go
away Thursday. Lverything else is all quiet. Lots of conferences.

& Can you tell us anything sbout & naval pact in London?

TiHt PRESIDENT: I will heve to tell you tnis off the record. after I
read this morning's pavers, I got a bit worried and I called up
Bill Pnillips and I said, "#hat is the news from London?" He said,
"None," and told me that ;p to an hour ago there hadn't been any-
thing from liormen Lavis, not a thing.

& Wwhat were you worried about?

Tdh PReSIDENT: It looked quite serious. OUne or two of the dispatches
had it that the British and Japs got into a jam. This is ofrf the
record becsuse 1 neven't any news.

:Q There is a report srouna town that the present kinister to Norway
may be replacead.

Tae PRESIDENT: Thet is a report srouna town. 1t uac not got nere until

you mentioned it.

Is there anythinge to tne report that tne Lepartment of Agriculture

L

.

will give up the Forestry Service, to be transferred to the Interior

Department?
THE PRESIDENT: No.
¢ Do you contemplate any radio speeches in the near future?

THt PRESIDRNT: I suppose when I get back from karm Springs. In the

last radio talk I did not talk about relief and lots of things.
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Q It will be on the state of the Nation?

THE PRESIDENT: Sometime early in lecember.

Q Are you planning to go down to Arlington Sunday (on Armistice Day)?

THE PR@SIDENT: Yes, Sunday at eleven o'clock,

¢ .Have you a telegram from the Acting Director of Housing in San Fran-
cisco asking for more money?

THE PRESIDENT: Maec (Mr. McIntyre) says I have got a telegram; I have
not seen it yet. It will probably go to Secretary Ickes.

o They want more housing.

Trv PRESIDRNT: As I understand it, the Federal Housing Administrator
out there reacued his quota and wants to get more money.

bR, McINTYRE: He wants to get a guota increase because it hzs gone
over the top.

TH, PxESILLENT: Good; fine,

@ %ill you make a speech (at Arlineton)?

Tk, PRESIDENT: The one minute of silence, just the way it was last
year.

% Will you say anything sbout a relief program?

THr. PRESIDENT: e are s8till working on it awfully hard. We have been

talking about it once a week every wee< in the evenine. We have

had different groups of people.

w, 4ny tentative figure?

TiHin PRESIDENT: NNo.

& Is the new lederal reserve Governor in sigat yet?

ThHh PRESIDENT: You are getting warm. Pretty soon.

& what did you tell the Ixecutive Committee ol the railroad executives?

TH. PRESIDENT: They were just in to tell me that they were organized
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and ready and I tola.them any time they wanted to see me to let

me know.
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Press Conference #158,

Executive Offices of the White House,
November 14, 1934, 10.35 A.M,

. MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: Russell (Mr. Young) asked a question about a story. that
was given out about the publication of the volume of naval documents
end thereby hangs a tale. I do not think there is eny partievler
newe in it but a great meny years ago, in 1913, when I first went
to the Navy Department I started & tour of inspection and I got |
up under the eaves in the old State, war and Navy Building and I

found a place full of old war records and I went into them to find

out what records they were anda I found that thev were sll the
Captains' letters from the Ceptains of the early [rigates. They
were in awful condition, just all falling apart. They had been
loosely bound together somewhere between 1830 and 1840 and book-
worms had got in and they were being eaten. ke rescuea those and
shortly after that we started the lL.avel Records Division in the
Navy Uepartment, putting Dudley anox in charge and this past year
I started an experiment which 1 nope will extend to a lot of other
Government publications. ke have in the wavy an enormous amount
of very valusble nistorinal manuscript material. In the past,
the custom has been to print it at a very large expense and hand
it out through members of the Administration and members of the
Congress free of charge. Lasf yvear we got from the Congress an

appropriation which I hope will become a revolving fund. It is

only {10,000. but it is to be useda for the printing of these old

Navy records end people will subscribe to them and we will only
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print the number of volumes that are subscribed to. They will be
printed on better paper than the ordinary Congressionasl document
and will therefore last. We hope to get the revolving fund and
we hope to get back the cost of each volume into that revolving
fund. In other words, you might sayv that with that cash capitel
of 510,000., if tne Congress grants this revolving fund, we will
pe able, eventually, to print all the old historical records.

¥ Can you tell us what the price will be?

THL PRESIDENI': It won't be a popular book; it will be a book for
libraries, for students, for historians, et ceters. It depends
on what it costs. If it costs $5,000. to print and 500 people
subscribe, it will be ;10. a volume,

w rave you heara enything from Davis (iorman 4. Levis)?

THe PRESIDENT: DNo, not a word and nothing came in vesterday.

w w«re. President, would you care to comment on reports that a plan for
greatly increased Government control over public utilities is
being formulated under your direction?

ReSIDENT: Absolutely nothing I xnow of. There is a report --
isn't there some kind or' a power bosrd under the Secretary of the
Interior, under his chairmanship, that is working on & report on
power? I think so. I am a little vague as to who is on it (the
committee) but in eny event taere is notning new. It is just co-
ordinating sctivities.

In that connection, I have one rnore story that hes some merit

in it. As you know, witi ell the old departments and new activities,

we heve been studying the last few months the desirability of co-

ordinating them and tyinz them in together and there have been
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various interdepartmental boards, committees -~ they were informal,
most of them -- they were interdepartmental committees appointed

’ to study and report on this, that or the other thinz. So the other
day -- 1 think you had better leave this off the recora because
it is on me -- somebody came in and said, "What about the report
of such and such an interdepartmental board?" I said, "I never
heard of it." They said, "Yes, you esteblished it =ix months ago."
I had to g0 baex in my files to remind myself thet 1 had established
it.

Under those conditions you ere verv apt to cet lost in the
spuifle =nd so we decided, in the Counecil meetin;: yesterdesy, taat
we would examine into tiae number o1l taese boards, how nany there
are, how many have completed tneir worg -- a good many have alreaay
completed their work -- snd as to which ones could properly be
tied in in such & wey thst their s¥istence will not be forgotten
by the Presicent.

The rirst step we toox was to irake tue luterceparticentsl Com-
mittee on erchasnt .erine, which was uwerely s studyings committee
end which hss nearly completed its vork, to make that a subcom-
nittee ol the _i.ergency Council, sna st ecen meetings ol tue Liner-
gency Council tiae cheirman of taat subcomndittee will be reguired
to report nis existence, at least nis existence. ae way have some-
tning interesting to tell us but in any event ane will report
through tne secretary or tne uerzency Council, wr. dicnberz. It
mignt be only a revort tnat thev are still slive and making orogress.

¢ ¥ho is the chairman, csn you tell us?

TH: PRESIDeNT: 1 don't <now; it is merely a good example.
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: Then we created another interaepartmental committee which we
bave had in mind for some time, but we have crested it as a sub-
committee of the Lmergency Council. Steve (ir. Eerly) will give
you the names of' tne people on it afterwards -- it is too long to
take it down -- but the object is to tie in ail of the Government
lending agencies so tnest the lenaine agencies will not be doing
an overlepping business., Obviously, all of thst ties up into
Tinance, therefore the Secretary of the Treasury was appointea
the chairman of this subcommittee, whica will consist of the Sec-
retary of the Interior, who mekes loans to municipalities and ex-
tends Government credit; the Farm Credit Administration; the ﬁ.F;G.;,
the H.0.L.C.; the Home Loen Bank Board; the kmergency Administrator
of Public Works; the Public Housinz Corporstion; the lederal Hous-
ing Administration; the A.A.A.; the president of the rxport-Import
Bang<s; the Commodity Credit Corporstion; tae governmor of the Fed-
eral Keserve Board and others.,

Ag 1 savy, thet committee vwill meet frowm tiue to time and re-
oort back to tae Emergency Council on coorainsting all of the vork
of lenuin> by all the depsrtments of the Government concerasd,

iiow, there may be other committees anu ac we discover them,
ther vwill be mmae subcomnittees o the Emergeney Council.

« Is it likely that the sction ‘texen vestercav with regard to the uome
Loan Corporation, the home Uwners' Loan Corporation, in closing
off all applications because tae emergency is over can be dupli-
cated soon in connection with tae Faru Credit administration?

THi PRALSIDENT: I do not know; you are a little nrevious. I cannot tell

you thst until sround the first of January.

'
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Q@ Are we to assume also that the action in resard to the H.0.L.C. in-
dicates a desire on your part to close up these emergency sgencies
or to restrict tnem in their scope as rapidly as recovery permits?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. I would not write too much about that
because we won't know definitely at all until around the first of
January. Of course, in the case of tne 4.0.L.C.,, us I understand
it, the number of applications tnev have got in, when reauced to
terits of those that will pass, those that will be accepted, will
use up the whole 43,000,000,000. Wwell, thev have oniv ..ot
+3,000,000,000. at the present time. whet we will do lster, I ao
not know.

&y Cen you zive us aﬁy hint of the ststus of Ur. :lutcains? Tucsre =re
renorts taat he is no lonser under considerstion.

Tde PRISIDIIT: There has Deen nothinz new on it st =21l.

% 4r. President, is taere anytninz new zbout the Chief o1 Stafi of tne
ATMY?

THe PReSIDMT: Mo anda I told Steve (ur. harly) this nornins tant 1
doubt whether there wili be until 1 et back {ronm Larn Syrines.

‘. Will tuere be some strengthenine of tite [oreiyn traue sctivities of
the Lepsrtment of Commerce in view of tne reciprocal arrangemnents?

TH: PRESIUANT: Do vou meen niore commercini sttacnds ana toin-s like
that?

¢ I mean the whole asctivities.

TH: PReLlDenT: I doubt it.

« Genersl haciArthur's term would expire before you got back, would it
not?

THE PRzSIDENT: 1 think it expires tomorrow.
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MR. McINTYRr: That is the four-year usual term but there is no defi-
nite time limit on the appointment of Chief of Staff. He can con-
tinue.

THL PRESIDENT: It is just the same way in the Army and the havy. Any
bureau chief stays on until his successor is appointed.

& Is there any likelihood of asking Congress for more H.0.L.C. funds?

Ty PRESIDINT: I was just saying that I do not know. I cannot tell
you anything on thet until January.

¢ Vhould you care to comment on Chairmen Jones' susgestion for modifi-
cation of the Triple A?.

THE PRESIDENT: You mean marvin Jones? 1 do not know; 1 have not ﬁéard
anytoing about it. \hat did he do? .

\\ He surgested that the benefit be pald on the portion of the crop

raised for domestic consumption and that indiviaual restrietions

be loosenea.

The PrISIDLT: Toat is going back to one of tne ola theories. 1 do

not know; I have not read it.
ne are leeving tomorrow aiternoon, sometime, I do not know
vhether you know the schedule. Is tuoere eny reasson why it should
not be given out soon?
(kr. Ferly incicated a negative.)
Anybody interested can stay behina snd tnev can see the schedule.
% what Csbinet officers =--
THh PRUSIDLNT: (interposing) OSecretary Zull is going with me and Seec-
retary Ickes. OSecretary lckes leaves after Chipley snd Secretary
mull leaves at rnoxville to come back to hashington.

t How about Senator lorris?
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THy PRESIDENT: He could not come because he had a date arranged about
six months ego. I am awfully sorry he could not come.
Q So is he.

k What time do you leave?

THe PRESIDENT: Four o'eclock, standard time.




CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #159,

In the President's Cottage on the Georgla

Warm Springs Foundation, Warm Springs, Georgia,

November 21, 1934, 10,30 A. M,

THE PRESIDENT: Drape yourselves around. Sit on the sofa, Russell (Mr.
Young). Fred (Mr, Storm) does not have to sit down today; he is a
1little in the light, otherwise he is all right.

Well, I asked the Trustees (of the Geargla Warm Springs Founda=
tion) to come here today because we have been working on this thing
for about a couple of weeks now, on the subject of a Birthday Ball.
The easiest way to describe it is to give you the letters all about
it. Henry L. Doherty suggested another Birthday Ball and we put it
up to the Trustees and the Trustees made a recommendation which, reelly,
is in two parts. You will get this thing (indicating mimeographed
release), The first is:

(Reading) "to encourage, coordinate and enlarge the
present established orthopaedic facilities
and services wherever possible so that those -

already handicapped by Infantile Paralysis
may be helped:

"Second - to secure money for the continmuance of sclen-
tific research which aims at preventing the
disease itself and which must be carried on
until successful if thousands of our children
are to be spared its devastating aftermath.

"For these reasons we feel that the willingness of
Colonel Doherty again to place at the disposal of this hu=-
manitarian cause the llational Committee for the Birthday
Ball for the President is a magnanimous action which comes
at a most opportune time, and it is our hope that you will
again lend the Cormmittee your birthday, not for the benefit
of the Georgia Warm Springs Foundation, but for a further
effort toward the solution of the problem as a whole,

"At a meeting of the Trustees of Georgia Warm Springs
Foundation held today I was authorized to inform you that the
Trustees, therefore, recommend to you that Colonel Doherty's
offer of service be accepted and that a second Birthday Ball
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be held on the occasion of your next birthday in January

1938, >

"Furthermore, we recommend, in keeping with the two
main phases of the problem as stated above, that

"Seventy per cent of the funds raised through and

by the American public on the anniversary of your

next birthday be used directly to help those com-

mittees, individuals, doctors, hospitals and other
organizations struggling with the task of provid-

ing care and treatment in their communities,

counties or states for those afflicted with Infan~ |
tile Paralysis, such funds to be expended within

the commnity or within the nearest geographical

unit of which the commnity is a part; and that

"Thirty per cent of the funds raised be used to |
maintain and intensify the efforts of medical re- |
search to develop preventives of and immnization

against Infantile Paralysis with the purpose of

eradicating this scourge exactly as medical sclence

has successfully combatted and brought under con-

trol smallpox, diphtheria, typhoid fever, yellow

fever and other similar maladies."

It means that the money would go, 70 per cent locally and 30 percent
for research and none of it to the Foundation.
» ind then I wrote to Colonel Doherty yesterday and seid:
(Reading) ™My dear Colonel Doherty:

"Your generocus offer of November
8th is most gratifying to mse,

"The Trustees of Georgia Warm
Springs Foundation have acted on my request for their
recommendation in this matter and their suggestions
which have my hearty approval are transmitted to you
herewith. =

"It gives me much happiness to
lend my next birthday, January 30th, 1935, to the
National Committee for the Birthday Ball for the Presi-
dent for this purpose, in the hope that this effort
will bring us nearer to the goal of forever eunding the
tragic consequences of Infantile Paralysis.

"May I again express, through
you, my gratitude to all those who are making my birthe
day the occasion for serving in this humanitarian cause.

Always sincerely,"
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Well, there is the whole thing. Mr. Kannee has copies for you.

I think that covers it all right. We have been working on it quite

hard for two weeks at various meetings of the Trustees.

Q IlMr. President, can you give us the names of the Trustees here today?

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Leighton McCarthy, Dr. Hoke, Mr. Keith Morgan, Mr,
Arthur Carpenter. Then we have the regular meeting of the Trustees
the day after Thanksgiving.

MR. CARPENTER: Thanksgiving Day, the artarnn;n.

THE PRESIDENT: I think this will be a -great thing because it means that a
éraat many commnities -- and this is not for quotes at all ==ia
great many communities have not facilities and will now be able either
to start their own facilities for orthopaedic work of all kinds or
to coordinate thelr work with the next community that has got it and
improve and build up that commmnity. It does not mean every little
village will have a hospital but they will be able to get together
on a geographical basis.,

Q Is that broad emough in certain cities so that if they wanted to pick
up children they could use it that way for individual cases?

THE PRESIDENT: If the town has its own hospital, certainly,

@ Do you recall the total raised?

MR. MORGAN: One million, 330 thousand --

THE PRESIDENT (interposing): And 61 cents,

IR. MNORGAN: Sixty-one dollars and eight cents.

THE PRESIDENT: I em wrong. (Laughter):

Q Who got that eight cents?

THE PRESIDENT: I think Cary Grayson kept it; I do not know.

MR. McINTYRE: I think that went for postage.

Q Any other news?

R T N W W s i s oy R, S———— S




- - e -
—T A = o
s . il i

THE PRESIDENT: I do not believe there is amy other thing. I have been
studying 21l kinds of reports and as a result there will be all sarts
of interesting things coming out in the course of the next two or
three weeks. Nothing startling. I have been studying this morning
a tremendously interesting report on the tying in together of all
the map-making facilities of the United States Govermment., We found
that there are several dozen agencies that are making maps and we
are going to tie them in together as a first step toward a greater
consolidation. It does not mean that one organization will do it but
it eliminates a good deal of duplication and will save money.

At the same time, we hope to be able to start the standard key

map of the United States. A certain amount of work has already been

done on that but it ought to go on for the benefit of all kinds of
services, states, municipalities, counties and the Federal Govern-
ment work. I just use that as an example of the kind of studying
we have been doing.

Q Are you plenning consolidations on a larger scale in sny of the Depart-
ments?

THE PRESIDENT: No, these are minor,

Q What is a key map?

THE PRESIDENT: ¥hy don't you wait and let me give you a good story on this?
Well, it is a afandard topagraphic'map, all on the same scale. We
find, for example, that the Government has been doing mapping work on
two or three different scales which have no relationship to each other
and this standard map of the entire country would take a good many
years to complete but would cover every portion of the nduntrr.

Q It has been started?

THE FRESIDENT: It has been started,




Q Under what one of these agencies?

THE PRESIDENT: I couldn't tell you; I do not know. The Topographic
Survey, I think,

Q Mr. President, in the absence of Joe Smith, I will ask this question:
Is there anything ngw from London? I cannot put the accent to it --
(Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: No, I haven't had a thing.

Q Mr. President, in the absence of the Count (Rudolph de Zappe), I might

ask you -=-

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Have we appointed anybody in Washington. No.
The did appoint somebody the other day.

MR. McINTYRE: That got quite a play, so did the power story.

Q% In that connection, on power, do you care to amplify --

THE PRESIDENT (interposing) Why don't we wait until Friday and let me talk
off the record? Everybody gather around here and let me talk off the
record because there are very few of you who are here now who were
here two years ago and you will remember that two years ago we had
a perfectly grand informal off-the-record talk about TVA, what it
was all about, smd I think perhaps it '.ldl.ll help to do it again.

MR, MecINTYRE: I think on part of it you might just give them background
and not all of it off “the record.

THE PRESIDENT: Most of it will be off the record.

MR. McINTYRE: Yes, I appreciate that.

Q We zre for you, Mac (Mr. McIntyre); talk that background. (Laughter)

Q Can you tell us about the new relief plans?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing on it. There won't be unfil the third of January.
I am just thumbs down on it until the third of January.

Q Did you read Donald Richberg's speech in Atlanta?




THE FRESIDENT: No, did he speak yuturﬁm

MR, McINTYRE: The day before yesterday.

THE PRESIDENT: No, I have not seen it.

MR, McINTYRE: They say he made a speech,

Q@ Yes, he did.

Q Governor Talmadge had some suggestions for you the other day. Did he
have them up last night?

THE FPRESIDENT: No.

MR. McINTYRE: Off the record, we certainly had Gene (Governor Fugene
Talmadge of Geargia) om the spot last night,

THE FRESIDENT: We did not taik about the sovereign State of Georgia at all
last night.

9 Was there anything in the conference last night?

THE PRESIDENT: No. We talked about the unemployment insurance thing and
then here is the thing I have got to give you off the record. I did
talk with him a little bit about the idea of a Southeastern Council

corresponding with the New England Council and told him what had been

the actual experience of the New England Council. It (the New England

Couneil) sﬁarted off very well and it has lately become, primarily,
an organization of the bigger businessmen. It does not have any of
the other aspects, the Govermnment officials or the citizenship repre-
sented on 1t and it has tended,“in New England, to be a body which
passes resolutions and fires them at the heads of individual governors
and gets a great deal of the limelight -~ has a hotblooded executive
aaarataré, and things like that. In other words, it made the mistake
of the United States Chamber of Commerce.

On the Southeastern thing, if they want to develop it, the

Governors ought to be a little bit careful.
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Q They did organize last aight in Georgia Hall, and invited Governor
Laffoon (of Kentuoky) and Governor MoAlister (of Tennessee) and
Conner (of Mississippi) to join them on the tenth of December.

THE PRESIDENT: That is exactly the difference. In other words, the New
England Council is an association primarily of businessmen and the
governors haven't any kind of say in it at all, The New England
Council shoots things at Governors' heads.

I told the Governorslast night that I thought as a result of mylong

experience in the big Governors' Conference -~ I was on the Exuautﬁ-

Cormi ttee for four years -- that if they would start a regional con- |
ference, all governors and nobody else, it would be an awfully good
thing for the Southeast.
Q That is what they did last night.
THTZ PRESIDENT: There is one very effective local governors' conference
and that is the western governors -- that is the Rocky Mountain States
and the Coast -- but only the governors attend them and they do not
have any outsiders in at all, When I was in Albany we had a confer-
ence up there that related to the lndustrial Northeast to study un-

employment insurance, old age pensions and things like that., That

| was a very effective instrument. But the general thought that I told

| them ﬁhaut last night was that if we could have five or six regions
in this conference -- five or six governors covering the region, that
if anything came up between them and the Federal Govermment we could
get them up to Vashington, getting five or six governors instead of
forty-eight.

Q@ I think last night they decided to hold quarterly meetings and the

governor of the state that holds the particular meeting becomes the

-

governing officer for the succeeding quarter, That gives everybody
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a chance to becoms president of the Governors' Conference.

Q There are reports in Birmingham this morning that Governmor-eleot Bibb
Graves is couing here to see you this morning?

THE FRESIDENT: He is sitting outside.

Q He was going to ask that the Government purchase $100,000,000. worth of
State bonds in order to promote a subsistence home project to care for
the unemployed.

 THE PRESIDENT: That is a new one to me.

Q Will you send him down to our cottage?

THE PRESIDENT: It depends on what he says. He may sneak home over the

_ mountain (Pine Mountain).

S Mr. Willkie of cnmnm-raa]:th and Southern said in a statement in New York
that he was sure you would give the utility people a chance to give
you the facts on T‘FA_. Do you expect to receive any of them?

THE PRESIDENT: That was kind of him, 4Laughtar}

Q Thank you, Mr. President.

MR. McINTYRE: May we have the Conference (the next Press Conference) at
two o'clock, with the understanding that it is for the morning paper
‘release?

Q I might report that we had a meeting last night for the redistribution
of wealth.

THE PRESIDENT: Did it circulate? | ‘s

Q Ve might also add that I have petitioned the White House Correspondents'
Association officials to name a receiver in bankruptey for some of the
boys.

THE PRESIDENT: Are you a creditor?

Q Mach obliged.

THE PRESIDENT: Then you do need a receiver in bankruptey.
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