
OOHI'IDINTIAL 
Preas Ocmterence #183, 
Executive Offices ot the Y~te House, 
J'ebruary 13, 1935, 10.47 A. M. 

'lBE PRESID»lr: I don't think there is any special news this morning. 'lhe 

loss ot t .he yacon, ot course, is a terrible shock. We feel awtu.ll7 

badly about it and especially the men who were lost w1 th her. '!he Na"7 

seems to huve done a pretty good job in rescuing the men. 

I signed thi~ corni~g, the resolution, t he Joint Resol ution, making 

appropriations tor the Federal Corammication.s Coll11lission, which also 

sets forward the date on which Govermuent employees shall receive full 

salary, seUing it forward fran July 1 to April 1. 

This deci si on of the Congress , it is estimated will constitute an 

additional charge on the Government of about 316,000iOOO. I think it is 

fair to note that this sum \ros not contained in the Budget estimates end, 

therefore, thst consideration should prqperly be given to methods by 

which Government r evenues cun be increased to meet this and sny other new 

appropriations that t end to throw the regular budget out of balance . 

So much for that. 

Q. Ar e you asking for s tate NR', le~slation at this time? 

'ffiE PRLSIDEiiT: No. 

-
Q. J,!r. President, are you giving that state:nent out? 

'IY.E PRESIIJENT : Yes. 

Q Does that mean new t~~es to moet this? 

1HE PRE3IDDlT: All it means is just what it says . (Laughter) 

Q Do you cure to cooment on Secretary Morgentheu•s statement that the oountr, 

can go ~head witn business with the assurance that the Administration is -· 
prepared to manage the external value of the dollar? 

,.. 



'ml PRISIDII&T: I th1Dk aomebod7 aaked that quuUOD aDd be said it bad taka 

h1lll a loDg Ume to wr1 te it out in just that lanpap. 

Q Would you favor the idea of the Federal GoTernment purohaaiDg the entire 

East Texas oil field by condemnation? 

• THE PRESIDENl': By wha t? 

Q By condemnation and running it f or --

'IRE l'RE3IDEm' (interposiDg ) '!hat i s awfully early in the morn1Dg to briDg a 

thing like t hat on me. (Laughter) 

~ Representative Dies introduced a bill to that effect? 

Q. There was a story th:lt General 1'/ood, head ot Sears Roebuck , has been invited 

or will be invited to head the 1~\. as a single adrainistrator like General 

J'ohnson. 

'lHE PRESI DOO: ~'ihat was that , u. P. or A. P.? 

Q. U. P. 
f 

c;, i'/e a re r a ising the :mte, l:ir . President. 

'IKE PRE:>I DIDT: The first ti l.tle that the A. P . carried tha t I s aid it was 100 

per cent f~ke and the next ti~e it was 110 per cent fake and t his time it 

wa s 120 per cent f al:e and I t hink that Eddie Roddan (representing the 

I nternational News Servic e) scor es. 
' 

~ (h'll' . Roddan) '.'ie are both 'Nl'ong. 

'1RE PRESI DEm' : '!bat i s off the record, for the Pres s :\.ssocia tions. I t i s all 

right -- just infor.na tion. 

Q. · t;.r . President, do you f avor Feder al control of the bi tum1nous opal industry? 

'lEE PR'ffii DENT : '!bat i s another early-morning question and , of course, the 

real answer i s t his : Thc t the whole coal problem ha s been an awfully 

dit!icult one for a great many years. i'ie have probably, tor the last 

twent7 years at least, had altogether too lll8ll)' people engaged in the coal 
. 

mining industry and we a re trying to 1rork things w t so that the illdustl'J' 



can be ataliWzed. 

Aa a matter or tact, this particular code they are worldD6 UDder 

now seems to be tultilliD6 the requirement ot gi~ns people steady work 

through the year and I see no reason at the · present time to change, 1t the 

present method wil l continue to work. It it does not continue to work, 

we will have to try something else. 
' 

'i It I may be permitted to return to that. pay (question): That $16,000,000 

you speak of, that is new pay between April first and July first, but 

you had made provision from July first? 

mE PRE3IDENT: Yes, that i s in the Budget. 

Q. Are you ready with the NR.;. Messa.ge? 

'IRE FRESIDENr: No. 

Q How about the steamship and ocean mail? 

THE PRESIDJlNT: To tell you the honest truth, I haven't got to it. I have a 

very rough draft . I hope to have them in a few days but I could not tell 

you which. 

Q .~e you considering George Berry for an executive job under the $4,000 ,000, 

progr am? 

THE PRESIDEI.H': That must be an INS story. 'lie have got to have something on 

them. (Laughter) 

~ Do you c are to comment on Senator Bankhead's bfll proposing to set up a 

billion-dollar corporation to loan money for purchasing farms? 

T.RE Pru.:3IDENT: No. I read about it i u the paper. 

Q. Mr. President, does the M!icon disaster, will that make any change in your 

policy toward airs~ps? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: No. On the question of airships, I think we all have to be 

a little caretul not to overstep .one way or the other. The rigid type 

of airship f irst c ame into Vlar use fairly early in the Vlorld war. Some 



• 

ot you 11187' ban bea 111. LoD4on cr Puie 11ba tbe Z.S,.Uu ...,. c1Jooppilll 

things . It was not a pleae&Dt experieaoe at all. I wu 1D Lcm401l tlbeD 

one ot the Zeppelins happened to so by at Dight. 1hef aerYed iD !ill, 

1917 and 1918, a very definite war twlction and naturall7, people wet Oil 

w1 th the development of them. In those days, during tbat dnelopmst 

• 
period , trom the Navy poi nt of Tiew, they were oonaldered uaetul tor 

scoutill8 over large sea areas , not usetul tor attacking ships but prilllar1~ 

tor scouting purposes . ~ 
ot cour se , we have had some awfully hard luck w1 th our Navy dirigibles. 

!:lo did Great Brita in am so d1d France and so did Italy and , incidentally, 

during t he war the Ger:nans los t an awful large number of a1 rshi ps , not 

from attack by t he enemY but caus ed by the weather. 

The i'.:acon is a very good exmnpl e of e. ship on which we l earned a 

great deal. You might check up w1 th the Navy and find out how ~ miles 

she l'lew. 3he 1'le\f a great many t housands of LJ.iles w1 thout d1 easter. 

I was talking to t he "three musket eers" this morning about t he time 

when we \'tere about half way between the Pan.'l!lla Canal end Huwaii , which . 
is about ns far a s "you cnn get off t he beaten tra ck, l a st July and 

suddenly, without any warning -- I t hink we wer e 1500 miles f rom Los 

~eles -- about s i x or seven o ' clock in t he morning there comes a r adi o 

out of the sir that scys , "Please g1 ve us your position." 

\'/e had no idea that t he i,:~!con was anywher e neer us. A coupl e ot 

hours l o.ter she !!.ppeared out of the sky, 1500 miles f rom land. It was 

just 1:1 11 t tl e pr actice trip . She was up in the air 1'or perhaps tbree 

or four days and probably covered between 3 ,000 and 4, 000 miles on that 

one trip but it VIas such an ordinary, normal occurrence t rot it she had 

happened to be down in the vic inity of the Houston, the papers would not 

have carri ed even a story about t hat 11 ttle 3 , 000 or 4 ,000 mile trip she 



na w1r1DC• 
.. 

I 

In o~her words, abe did succeed in oonrlng a great deal ot ~ern~ 

and getting a lot or experience alld data on that tJPe ot •couting at ••• 

'lbere l8 no thought · a t the present tl;ue or asking Congress tor an 

appropriation tar another ship. We have to think about dollars and cats , 
\ 

and I think moat or us reel tha t it we can attord the coat ot a new ship 

at t hi s time, we wollld like to put th.at money into loD.g~-range scouting 

planes . Roughly , you can get a bout 50 loD.g~-range scouting planes tar the 

cost of a new dirigible. It does not mean, ot necessity, t hat the 

~nt of lighter-than-air cr aft i s finished in the world's history. You 

cannot tell. But we are not asking for the building of new ships in 

t hi s Congress . That, literally, is about al l t here i s t o be said about 

Q. ·;:ould t hi s m!\ke any difference in t he policy of getting and stOI'ing helium? 

'!HE PRESID:Elrr : I don' t believe so , because helium i s being used comrnercia lly 

in other things. i.e get a good many requests from sci entists all over 

the world for the r elease of Government helium. •,·;e export Government 

helium in smsll t anks to th em for experiment al work on entirely different 

lines of science having nothin~ to do with aviation. 

Q You di scussed the mili t a ry uses of ~rships. How about the commercial uses? 

'lES ? R'ESID:!NT : '!be co!'llll8r ci al uses? 

Q Is the t a different cateBory? 

THE PRESID:!!~T: Of course , tha t is a different category and we ere not asking 

Congress for anything at t hi s time . ~lhat the next development will be, 

again, I don't know. ''!'he Gernw.ns a re building a new commercial carrier 

to co:ne over here t hi s coming sumr1er and the Navy is l etting t hem use tbe 

New Jer sey hangar. 

Q. Mr. Presi dent , you speak of 50 scouting pl anes as something you might do 

if you had the money? 



' 
'DIB PR!SIDINl': Yea. 

~ Do JOU cona1der that the combined NaYal and ~ ~r torcea are now adequate, 

or is the program adequate? 

'IRE Pm5IDEm': It is going ahead about as tast as it can. That is the best . 

answer. 

~ Thank you, !.ir. President. 

, 



CONJ'IDminAL 
Press Conference l lEM 
Execut1Te otr1oee ot the Yndte House, 
february 15 , 1935 

'lHE PR&SIDOO': The only i mportant news i s t hat SteTe 1e back. He 1s trying 

to hide. You might int erview him. 

Q Is that tan only exter nal? 

MR. ~.RLY: 'lbat t an i s ~ only exter nal. 

Q ~~ . Presi dent , have you any doubt that you can spend four bi lli on dolla r s 

or public worka funds in one year ? 

'lHE PRESI DENT: 1'/hAt do you me>m any doubt ? 7ie o.r e goi ng to do the best we can 

Q. In vi ew of the: conti nued decline in cotton exports in JG.nuary , am l.lr • 
• 

JenninG ' S (?) trip to ~urope is there any Question of r e-openine the 

cotton prograJU, or part of it? 

THE PRESIDENT : lTo. 

Not even ·1f t er t his y~·,r? 

TJ~Y T-RE3IDEt:T : t!o . llo change i s contempla ted . It i s cerely , a s I told you 

merely c.n cxplor·, tory t r ip to t alk \'!it h !leople ~d to see if vre can try 

to wor k out sotoot l1ing on the world cotKon surplus problem. 'lbllt 1s 'lll . 

It h~s ri~elutionship to fu t ure problens or anything el se , or whether 

we keep them or not . 

~ There .. is consideruble agitation now f or the repea l of publici ty on the 

Federal Income Tax law. Do you mind telling us your views as to the 

advi s abili ty of tha t l agi slEtion? 

'IF.E PRESIDl!l'lT : 'lbe only t hing I con tell you i s thut the I!Jlt t er h'ls not come 

before me. 

~ 1,.'111 this Nye-;1cCarran resolution for an Mh i nvestiga t ion a f f ect your plnn.e 

for sending up legislation? 



I don't know. I can't discuss BD7 peDd1J18 legislation in 

Congress. 

Q. It misbt delay you? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: No, it i s going up very soon. 

Q. Is there anything you can tell us about the viai t or the New York Legisla-

tive Committee t oday w1 th reference to i mprova:nent or the Western end ot 

the canal? Did you have a conference today with them? 

'IRE PRESIDElfl': No , -- the western end of t he burge canal? No , I haven't seen 

t hem a t all. H~ve they been down / he re? 

Q They were down for a hearing. Can you tell us anyt hi ng o.bou t the visit or 

Ur. George Harrison? 

THE PRH:"liDEtlT: I s he here'? 

Q I underst ood he w::.s seen emer ging fron the '•lhi t e House. 

'lP.S P~IDLI'lT : iio , I haven't seen him, 

' ' F.o.s Dr. Hillis resigned from t he li.Jtiono.l Labor Rel ations Board? 

THE P!Th:SIDE!~T : Lh•.tve his resi1311etion , submitted sone time, :lgo , but no action 

ha s been ~o1~en yet . 

Q. \'is s that subr.rl. tted before your letter in the Jennillf;S C9.se? 

TH:E PR'RSID:lim: I couldn't t ell you . I don ' t know what the date wa s . 

Q. I heurd it was . 

m.:: .PiUSIDmT: I don' t know. 

~ There i s a story in the New Yor k Times to th e effec t thut he res i gned on 

# 

account of the Jennings case. 

TBE PRESID~~ : Hi s letter di dn't ·say so . 

~ You haven't acted on it? 

'IKE PRESIDENT: No . 

,.. 

' 
Can you tell us anythi nG abou t the possibility ot the Pure Food and Drug 

• 
legisle. t1 on pe ssing? They s ay Senator Copelc.nd has ~ bill. Has it been 



THE PRESIDENT: A subcommittee has been appointed t o help hearings on it. 

Q. Will that be an Administration bUl? 

~ PRESIDENT: The Admini s t ration would like to have a bill to tie up with 

the Pure Food and Drug Act, which bas not been touched since 1906 -- that• 

all. 

~ Is Mr. Smith of the Labor Board resigning? 

'lEl: PRl!SID:l!lfr: Not t hat I know of. I haven't seen his resi gnati on. 

Q There seems to be some littl e difficulty between points of view taken by 

the Labor Relations Board and the !,utomobile Board and. other special 

boards . l'lill you comment on that? -- majority rule, for instance? 

'niE PRESIDENT: I don ' t know whnt the diffi culties ~re. 

Q V/ould you care to state your attitude on t he Rayburn and \'/heeler holding 

company bill? 

'IRE ffiE3IDEl~T: I have never seen it. This is the s rune old thing. There 

isn't a stor y . When I say I haven't seen a thing you can' t write a story 

t hat t he President discussed the pa ternity of this, that or the other 

thing. • I don' t comment on·pending legislation one way or the other, and 

no deductions are to be made from that s t atement one way or t he other. 

I don' t co~ment on pendinB legislation . Lots of tnings happen to legis-
'--

l ation on the way through the two Rouses , and if I start commenting, as 

I have said two or three times before, on legislation a s it comes thro~gh, 

there being every day committee problems, debates on the floor, etc., 

there would be no end to it. I am apt t o commen~ on it when it comes to 

me but not until then, and t herefore , pl ease don' t make deducti ons, be-

cause during t he past week or two there were a number of deductions made 

whi ch , f r ankly, were not exactly correct. I say what i s a perfectly 

simpl e rule , aDd i t i s no di f ferent this year trom l ast. I sai d it laat 



:year aDd the :year betare -- 4eduot1ou are probabl7 99 per o•t Wl'ODS• 

Q. How are the business papers acting? 

'mE PBESIDENT: On the whole they er e making a l1 ttle better showing. You 

haTe a terrible problem -- I don't know how you can write when things 

change so from day to day. 

~ Do you care to comment on the holding company legislation? 
. 

mE PRl!SIDENT: ':/ell, I will talk entirely off the record about it. Here 

thing in t he problem that we run into -- \Vall , just for example, and this 

is not poli tics, one of the steamship companies which has , I don' t know, 

about· forty or fifty sub-companies, and a little group on the inside 

there control those through a holding company and through that particular 

holding company and these forty or fifty sub- corpor11 t1 ons this 11 t tle 

inside group acts as officers on those forty or fifty companies with the 

result that some of t he people are drawing down ;?200 ,000 and $ 300 ,000 a 

year . The thing is disguised and people don't know it . Of course, we 

all know the way holding companies were financing -- putting in f\ whole 

lot of equity stock -- som.etimes bankers got fifty per cent of it tUld 

the insiders got the other fifty. Sometimes it was sold to the publi c at 

more or less . fictitious fie,'UI'es -- might have been ten, twenty or thirty 

a shore -- you buying a .pi g-in-a- poke. 

: ... fellow in 1qew York, a f riend of mine who is very well off , saved 

a couple of thousam a yea r and, starting about 1925 or · 126, he went to 

one of the very finest banks in the City , to their trust officer and he 

s aid, "I want to invest where I will get a good return," and the trust 

officer s aid, "Hell, .I cun recommend several bonds to you that will yield 

you e.bou t four per cent." 

" No ," he said , "if I Vlant to take four per cent I can get tha t in a 

s avings bank." 11\'lell, I have some other bonds here" -- listing t hem ott --



"Jiel41D& 100 enen per oen~." "11181 &1'8 uUUv oomp•v bOD48f"' "f•••" 
'!he reiJUl.t was that 7ear atter 7ear he bouS)lt one or two""bonde JieWq 

s nen per c.ttnt a nd the7 were gold bonds. Of course, tod87 he laiOY:• that 

t hey- were not bondf -- tha t the securit)r behind the bonds was co~n etook 

equ1 t7, that • s all. 'lbeyo were just gold bonds and as a reeul t hie 

~20 , 000 he managed to save during t hose years now i s worth about $7,000 

and that's all, -- nothing behind it. 

Then, of course , tnere were a great 'maJlY ot .her businesses that could 

form hol ding co~anies and t he general t hought i s that we want to protect 

any actual equi t i llS that are in .hol ding companies. They should be pro-

tected . 3ut t he fundament al theory of the hol ding company should dissolve 

itself i!:to two factors : One is management, whi ch is a per fectly harmless 

function if it is on a cash 'service fee basis. If yon have ten or fifteen 

plants in one section of t he country it is perfectly all right for t hem 

to hire a servi ce coopa~cy to run them. They should get the best experi ence 

they con , for a fee . 

The other function of a holding cor.1pany which is perfectly legitimate 
. 

i s the investment trust featur~. 

Story: .~. fellow came in to see me a couple of weeks ago ~- a Scots-

man who is over here , presi dent of one O!' the very big Scotch investment 

t rust companies . I had never seen h~~ before and I asked ~im hmv bi g 

hi s trust was. lie said, "About $450 ,000." '!heir headquarters are in 

Dundee . 

"'.'/hat ':!I'e you invested in?", I a sked hi m. "ile have investments of 

about 40% in England and Scotl and and the ot her 60% in other parts of the 

world." He came over to look into the American investments. "What do 

you do when it comes to investing in companies vdth voting stock?" 

"lYe have a perfectly si mple rule-- i f there is no .q_uestion in the 



aDage~DBilt ot the oompaJIIJ we just turn our proxies in to the ID8D&gement 

but it there is a single question i n dispute when a vote comes up at the 

annu.al. meeting we don't vote -- we keep our hands out of it." 

"In ot her words, you don 't partici pate in management at all in a~ 

of the compani es you have invested in?" 

"That' s riglit -- we would not think of doing that. Our conception ia 

that vre are an investment trust." 

"What happens in case one of the companies you have invested in re-

~uires reorganizati on? Do you participate in that?" 

" No, we hllve nothing to do w1 th management ." 

-now, thet is the idea of an investment trus t on the other side and 

they have never had a.eytrouble a t all . Those two functions of holding 

companies are perfectly legitimate -- the investment trust end ~d the 

service end , perfectly all right. 

Meanwhile , ·ne have to eliminate other functions of holding compe.nies , 

trying to t ake care of any genuine eQuity t hat there may be in the hold-

ing conpany. :. pr&ctical example is the Commonwealth &. Southern. 'Ihey 

would hs.ve outstanding f ifty :nillions of so- culled bonds -- they are not 

bonds a t a ll. It wns the ter u:inology of the day. When they got them 

out it was all right. I am not bla.C~ing t hem. Today we know tha t the 

terroinol06Y was wrong. Sur>pose Comm.onweal th & Southern seeks to dissolve 

itself-- it is goinE to cause a hardship • • ,e. 
I was t alkin& vnth the presAnt of the company l ast week. The pre-

ferred .stock holders cnd the conm:on stock holders on present values would 

be s quashed out by going into a receivershi p . I s not t here some way we 

can devise to Give to the bond holders not of law but of equity , and to 

give to the preferred stock holders something and give to the common 

stock holders ~ piece of paper which a few years from now might have same 

' 



value? They would not get very 1111ch as market value but some tuture 

e~uity possibly that would give them a little back. 

It is a problem of reorganization on an equitable basis and the 

removal of certain parts. I think it can be worked rut but we have not 

found a way yet. 

Q Apart from holding companies -- is there some feeling that bigness of busi-

ness is of itself undesirable? 

'mE PRESIDEJJI': I should say yes. I think there is. And one reason for that 

is that you a re very much apt to get a business vthich is ao large that 

the men at the top do not know enough about it. \'/hen Gene Grace cwre in 

last year I told hi tn a bout some of the conditions in t he Bethlehem Steel 

Company and he never !Jad heard of them. It was not organized so . that a 

knO'nledge could come through to t he central source e-nd he was astonished 

when I told r.im some of the t hings that had happened in his own company. 

The ouestion of mere bigness is not as important as tLe control of 

i>i ~tle-;s. If you center in the hands of a very small number of people a 
r 

great many inter-locldng companies , you get a control of industry of the 
\ 

na tion in too few hands. ·,,e :;J..re a great dea l better off if we can dis-

se:ninate both the control and the actual industri al set up as e. whole • 

. ~d you have the problenwhen you do control things too much from 

one source in :.1 sm::ll number of hands of uneconomic conc.entra tion. · You 

have ?ittsburBh ~oin~ over to nothing but steel -- another city going over 

to nothing but 'lutomobiles . '.that do you have in Detroit today? ;: ... good 

illustra tion, automobiles far and away t he major factor, the major indus-

try in Detr oit :lnd i f you strike a bad ye:no or two or three the town is 

fla t on its back. Today Detroit has 11 boom because of t ha automobile 

busine:::s . They would be much better off if they had a group of industries. 

~ If business papers knew how they could help in t his limita tion of s ize they 



would be Tery S].ad to help. 

'lHE PRESIDENT: I don't think you can set aey rule of thumb on size. ot course, 

we went back in the Sherman Anti- Trust days to something about ~ of an 

industry can be in control of one. You can help a lot on these. th1D8S• 

Take , tor instu.noe, Kendall who was here w1 th t his cOimli ttee in Coameroe. 

He has gone to a great lll8liY company heads and a sked ·them to help •to dis­

tribute bus ines s and put it out into different coD!!!Dm1 ties. Vie are 

r eal help fro~ them. 

) 

J 



CONJ'llli.lfl'IA 
Preee Oonterenoe i185 , 
Execut1Te Office• of the White House, 
February 20, 1935, 10.45 A.M. 

-
- . 

TBE PRESIDENl': I win my bet with Gus (Mr. Gennerich). I told him we 

would have another snowst orm. 

Q It i s not quite a storm yet . 

Q It will be ni ce and deep up at Eyde Park. 

TEl!. Prl.i:.SIU.Il.l\fl': They v1ill have good sleighing there over t he week end . 

Bring your skis . 

Q I think the poker room in the Nelson House vtil_l get a big play this 

time, Mr. Presi dent . 

MR. WNALDSON: All in. 

T~ PiU.SIDhl~: I think you have _all s ot a copy of the message that is 

going up at noon today on the extension o1· ~~ . R .A . I think it sort 

of speaks f or itself . It covers the principles. It is about all 

one can say about it -- the principles are all right . dave you 

got any thoushts .o~ i~? 

:., ~. Pres iaent , in that connection , it v:as suegestea r;hat it would 

not be necessary to put violators in jail; t hat tuere were better 

methods of t&king carf: of that situation. \.nat methods? 

THE Pili.!..SID~\'1' : Court mAthods , provided you can get quick action on 

that . The problerH with certain forms of court pr ocedur e is that 

well , for example, a i'1I'IIl which is t ryiJl!l to cllisel to complete 

an order in thirty days and could get the order and process it 

and put it right through ~~thin the thirty days. Obviously , if 

you cannot Ret an injunction or whatever remedy is available until 

after t hi rty days e r e over, the man has made his profit and nas got; 



185 -- 2 

away with it. What we are working on is a court procedur e but of 

the kind which will immediately stop t he pr actice i f it i s dis­

covered and i s found to be an unfair pr actice. 

Q. Another questi on which comes to mind , you mentioned regulat ion or 

coal, oil , gas, et cetera . Ian' t that practically tantamount t o 

maki ng them public utili ties'? 

THE PRESID~f.r: That is an awfully difficult question to answer because 

the lawyers will say "Yes", some of them , and soue will say 111\o." 

It depends entir ely on the way you construe the original law on 

public utilities . Of course the original public utility was the 

ferry crossing the Thames end all o1' o~ laws ere really based on 

the fello,·: crossing t he Thomes with regard t o present public util-

ities . Otner 1av1Yers have said, "Il> has gone beyon<i. tnat, i t 

snoula go not only to the crossing ot the river but also f or any 

otller notural products besides rivers . " 

St eve (Mr . herly) sugge~ts that we hold everythin;; I say on 

N. R.A. until the messe~e is released. 

~ Is t his principl e of the construction of a network of superllif.hways 

deserving o1' serious consideration'( 

'l'!:lL J?Rr~.Iu:cl'll': That story in the ;>e.per t his morninf? 

~ It is in the paper again this morning . 

TH.t. .P!U.::>IDlliT: I don ' t know. It ifl difficult to unswer that question. 

It i s one of so many oroj act s tha t h.eve been talked about a.Dd 

studied . I have n~ idea whet is ahead on it . 

There is a general tenuency, of course, to have all the hiRb­

way money spent in accordance with state plans. ~ttlether such state 

plans would develop into a new type of highway , that is rather a 
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question which is up in the air just now. Nobody knows. 

The general thought lying behind the people who suggested 

it was the principle that has been used -- I think I have talked 

to you about it before -- what 1e called excess condemnation. 

For instance, i n London they extended I think it was Oxford 

street but I- am a little uncertain on that -- they extended streets 

through London where what was a main street ended up in a network 

of merely lanes or passageways through slums , et cetera. 

have carried t he str eet through end instead of condemning just 

the street itself, 150 or 200 feet, they have condemned 300 or 

400 feet on each side at t he values of the property as they were 

before the improvement commenced. Then , after the street was 

finished, they sold off the property at a great profit . In some 

c~ses they nave been able to pay for the entire cost of the proj-

ect by the profit they make on the adjoining property which they 

had bought. 

The same principle has been suggesteci to be applied to vrhat 

might be called "superhighways" going through the country so as 

t o avoid allowing a fellow who just had the ' ~ure luck to be left 

wJ.:t!{' his land on both sides of the highway to make A very large 

profit because the highway hap!>ened to come through hi s farm. 

The question is whether the principle of excess condemnation should 

not be applied in a case of that kind and if there is any profit 

accruing to the abutting property ovmer, it ought to be the state 

government or the local government that builds the road . 

The same idee has been suggested in regard to things l ike 

lakes. For instance, those of you who were witil us on the Upper 
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liU.aa1aa1pp1 trip len year will recall thia: The Federal Gonrn­

aent comes aloDg and builds a dam and creetes a 15-aile loDg lake. 

The people who, by pure chance, happen t o have land above the new 

high-water mark, because it is a new high-water mark, can make a 

great deal of money by selling off the land for summer cottages, 

et cetere, at about ~1,000 . en acre. The ques~ion is whether or 

not the Government should not condemn further back than the high­

water mark of the lake and make that profit itself. 

It is e t~ell-este.blished principle on the other side and it 

has been done on a small scale in t his count rf. I t was done in 

New York City about f'our or five years ago on that Cherry Street 

condemnation. 

lot l•ll' .P resident, in ca.rrying out the road program, will there be a 

maximum amount of common labor used in this profi rarn , or will t here 

be use of machinery? 

T.til:. PR.t:blJEil/1': r.ell, we v:ill t ry not to be wasteful . In other words , 

we will try not t o .have the road cost more t.han i t would otherwise, 

but v!e y;ill try to employ as many people as we can . 

~ Has the Federal Government now the power of excess condemnation or 

will t here nave to be legislation? 

THE PJUSID.t.l-ll' : I don't ~mow . I have never l ooked into it . 

Q Can you tell us when your shippins Message will be going up? 

T& PRlSIDENI' : I cannot give you the exact date. It might possibly 

go up Friday. Is Congress going to sit Friday? Does anybody 

kno\1? I have not finished it . It is only about half done. If 

I get around t o it and Congress is sitti ng , it will go up this 

week. If it is not finished or Congress does not sit, it ~~ll go 



up lien week. 

Q Is the general transportation Message going up soon? 

THE PRESID:Em: Not until about a week a fter t hat . 

Q Does that cover Mr. Eastman' s pr ogram? 
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THE PR.l!.SI DEN.l' : That i e a very tall order ; he has got a very l a r ge 

program. I should say i t r elat es to the principle of coordinati ng 

all transportat ion i.n one body, as I sai d before , instead of going 

int o deta i ls on t he various reports rur. East man has made. 

Q I n connection with 1~ . R .A., do you wish to make any comment on the 

desirabil i ty of state enabling Acts'? 

T.Hl:: .PRl.SIDl!.NT: Only off the record . ~.ho was i t - - I think it was 

good old Uark Sull ivan , or it may have been 'l'ed \tral le.n, one or 

the other (laught er ) , who h~s been writing whet they call pieces 

about the Indianapolis epi sode . I will read you what li1ark says 

because it is a good illustration -- wait a minute , I have got the 

story here it might ha·ve been Ted . As a matter of fact , I 

checked up on this thing in the .Press Conference. Two weeks ago 

somebody astted a question as to when the N.R. A. ~iessege was going 

up and I sai d it was going up probably the fol l owing week. Tha.t 

"' was l ast week. I did not get around t o i t end then somebody said 

last we ek , at the Conference , "Are you asking for· s t ate legisla-

t ion?" and I said , "No ." Of course I was stupi d . I should Dave 

expl ained that I am not aski ng' for it at t his time . I said "No " 
' t 

to it ana that was my mist ake . Inunediately , ho'I'Jever , two Indi an-

apolis paper s t hat are fightine McNutt on t his whol e subject pr o-

ceeded to carry a lar ge- sized story that I was not g oing t o ask 

f or any s tate l egi slation . Of cour se , t he obvious fact was t hat 
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I could not ask r or state l~islation until I sent an ~.R.A. Mea-

sage to the Co1J6rees. So McNutt called me up and said, "Is the 

story in the Indianapolis papers true?" And I said, •No , of oouree 
... 

not; not the way we put it. We do want legislation but I cannot 

ask for it until I send a ~essage t o the Congress." So lliark (Jar. 

Sullivan) says: 

•In a mid-western state the Democratic legis­
lature was considering enactment of a baby N.R.A., 
that i s , a duplicate of the National N. R.A., designed 
t o coTer industries and busi nesses wholly within 
the state . The Democratic Governor was urging the 
measure. The legislature was reluctant. The point 
came at whicn there wee an inquiry whether ~. 
Roosevelt wished the baby l~ . R.A. enacted. The Gov­
ernor got the White Bouse on the long- distance phone 
for the apparent purpose, in effect, of soliciting 
pressure from e President on e state legislature a 
thousand miles away!' 

~ell , I guess this wasn ' t tne one . I t must nave been Ted ' s 

story. (Laughter) Anyway, the implication wa s that t here wee 

an aw1'ul row between ir.c.t.\ utt end myself . And then it was followed 

up -- let's RO through with this particular st ory because it is 

rather amusing -- then tnere followed up a story again , that was 

Ted ' s , in which there was a large headline in the rlerald-Tribune 

that I had been compelled ana 1'orced t o send up the 1~ . H .A. IJ,es-

sage because of; I don ' t knoVI , some kind of investigation by 

~cCarran or somebody on the Hill . 

Of course , es you know, the actual fact was that I did not 

get arouncl t o it and , as I told you last vreek , I intended to send 

it up on Monday ana I y;oula have sent it up on Monday if the 

Supreme Court had not jumped me ana ~ot in t he gold cases f irst . 

r -wsnted the play on the gol d cases t o get to those papers , so 

• 
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the Keeeege ie goillg up today. 

Let ue keep on with it. (Laughter) In this mornillg's papers. 

•aooseYelt to ·Seelt Bar t o Gold Clause Suite for Damages.• That 

is e. statement of fact and it is not true. "The Roosenl t Admin­

istration Today Deci~ to Terminate the Treasury's Liability on 

the Supreme Court•s Deci s i on on the Bond Case. " That is a state­

ment of fact and it is not true. There has been absolutely no 

decision on this thing . I think it will t e.lte another week before 

the lawyers have completely read all those decisions , the whole 

thing and not just individual paragraphs out of it . And, after 

they have all read them, there will be various conferences and 

eventually it will get t o me. There has been nothing decided on 

and those decisions -- the Lord knows they are pretty difficult 

for a layman end pretty darned dii'ficult for a lawyer . Another 

one says that following a meeti~ of President Roosevelt ~~th his 

Council it was decided that the curtain ·should be run down on ali 

uncertainty. Of course, that says in effect that the Executive 

Council took the subject up yesterday. I can assure you that it 

did not . I did congratulate the Attorney General end I told the 

story about four do~n and f ive t o ~o . 

~ ~hat is thet story, Ur . President? 

THE PRlSID~vr: That is a pretty good story. It appeared in the. paper 

this morning. You will get it . 

How about ll'riday' s Press Conference? 

Q ~e tlill take a holiday too . 

THh PIU~ID:El'll' : I do not tnink there is going to be any news at all. 

The only other possible news tns t 1 .lmo•: of t~day is this seed 

• 
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loan bill and there will be either a eht•ent or a lleeeqe t o 

the Congress or a letter on it. ot course the chi ef problea there 

1e where t he ti(,o,ooo,ooo. i s coming t r om. The' may come up this 

afternoon or tomorrow mornUl8• Outside ot that I haven't got a 

thing. 

Q Does t hat mean you will or will not s ign it? 

THE PR!SI Dl!l•ll': I am going to sign it. 

Q Getting beck to the N. P. .A. ~essage , "Monopoli es and Private Price-

Fi :x:i.ng Viit hi.n Industry .Must Not ~e Allowed Nor Condonea . " That 

means all forms of pri ce- fixing wit h the exception of the nat ural 

resources? 

TID.. PRESIDF.!.Vl' : In p:eneral , yes • 
. 

Q How do you propose to go about it , that applying of anti- trust laws 

t o the i~ . R .A . ? 

TliA PRl!.SIDENl' : That I am not saying; I do not lmow. 

~ That is up to the Congress? 

T.Hh. PRESIDENI' : Yes . 

~ Any attention been paid to our obligat ion to , pay ~250 , 000 . to Panama? 

Tl:IE. P.IU.SIDl.ii{l': I do not know. The Secretary ot Stete and Panama have 

been talking about t hat for nearly a year and trying t o come to 

some kind of an arrangement . 

Q You said you wer e going to ~oston Saturday morning? 

THE PR.ESIDENI': I am going to leave sometime on Sat ur day morning and 

spend about six hours in Boston and get back on the trai n and ~et 

to ~de Park Sunday morning and stay there two days , three days, 

tour days -- I don ' t know. We will stay as long as we can . 

~ I t you stay long enough, we can all go to the Correspondents' Di nner 



' 

1D. ~baJI.f -- that is Thursday night. 

THE PRESlDENl': I cannot; I han got a Reception Oll. 

MR. STEPHWSON: Thank you, .Mr. Presidant. 

' 

J 

• 



Q It Ia oo14 out b tb ... JU'•. 
'l'BI . .. . .. 
Q weu, 1t 18 a'bout na, I tJabk. 

JIB. IIIDft'DII: Ko, it h DOt. '.l'bq sot M ft7 doa low. 

TBI PRIBIDDT: 

Ill. lloiH'l'ikK: I •uned a bad etrealc, a tn nights aso. 

'1'81 PRISilJiliNf: I do~nk tbere is a blessed bit ot news; I baTe 

not heard anything. 

Q Have you been readiug our stories? 
. 

THE PRESIDliNT: ·No, as a Jllllltter ot tact I haTe ·not. I haTe been reed-

ing old lllflgazinee. 

Q You probably got a great deal more out ot the old magazines. 

(Laughter} 

Q Going back. tonight.? 

THE PRESmENT: Yes. What I have been trying to do 1e catch up on a 

huge pile ot old magazines last night and yesterday atternoon. 

There hasn't been any news in tbat. TWo or three months' worth. 

Q Do you eave back numbers ot the serials? 

THE PRESmENT: No. (Laughter} 

I hav~ been doiug a lot ot reading ot reports too. That 

(1ndioatiug} is thla morning's mall and that (indioatlug) ls all 

I am behind. That 1a pretty good. You know the usual aize ot my 

• 
baskett That 1a mostly dead stutt anya7. 

Q Stories trca Ylashinaton •Y that the SeD&tor• are lookins to JOU to 



...... to .. - ala .-It NUet. Do ,. ... to ..,. ........ __ ., 
. . . ' .. a SWY~• (llr. ~). I wtu I ooul4 but I ban 

ba4 l1tftall7 DO o.~IIJ"UtoaUOD with .. &iJictoa. 81Doe I ba•e 

• 
•• 1D the Stab DeparU.ot. 

Q B441e Bo4cSall wrote a HOlT to4&7. (Lenpter) 

mE PRISIDDIT: Ban JOU wrUta • · HOI'J' that I ••• lo ooutut oca-

IIIWlioaUoo with Waahlqtoo, E44ie? 

Q (Mr. Ro4dall) Oh, no. (Laughter) 

Tim PRESIDENT: Literally and truly, fran the time I got here until 

t he present maneot I talked j ust once to Washington and that was 

wi \h the State Department. I hope it goes with your stories 

&l.l right. 

Q We have ben bU1'1lin8 up the wires. 

MR. MoiNTIRE: Tbat last statement is orr t he record, gentlemen. (Ad-

dressing the President) You have got to protect them. You have 

been in close and intimate touch with Waahillgton. 

THI PRXSmBNT: Mac (Mr. Vclntyre) , ban 70u been g1T1Dg that out? 

MR. Kc:IN'l'mi: No, I didn't han to. (Laughter) 

THE Plm:)mENT: Tbat, literally, is true; I have not cCIIIDUDicated with 

a soul. I haven't bad any letters, just the UIIU.al run or llllllilo 

Q How about the shipping Message? 

THE PRESmKNT: That 1a all done and I IUD wai tlog until I get back 

ta.orrow morning to check on figures. It I can check on the 

tigurea early enough and CoDCl'eas 1a in aeaaioo late eooush, it 

will go up to.orrcnr, but it both those thiop do DOt bappeo, 1t 



~ Are JOU aoU. w Jan • ooata-.o• wt th coacre .. toaal lea4_.., 

Till PBIBllOID't: JJo pl.Ul at all. 

~ Ban J'OU bee g1T1DC •Ill' oona14erat1on to go1JIC on the atr? 

'DII PBIBimT: No. 

~ That wae E441e'e etOl"J'. 

~ (Mr. Roddan) '!bey pay no attatlon to the Bearat papers &IIJWaY• 

THE PREBmENT: It h awtul to get out on the limb ad the ban to 

saw it ott himaelt. 

Q Be forgot that today we.s Wednesday. 

Q Mr. President, 1e there anything or a general nature about your 

plans or program for the next few days or week? Arter all, we 

have to write what you plan to do when you get home. 

TIIE PRESIDmT: As soon as I get i n , there are two t hings: one is the 

Army and Navy Reception tanorrow night. 

Q That is a sentence . 

THE PRE.S!ITll!:NT: And the other one is a luncheon on saturday for the 
. 

Governor General of the Philippines. That is in honor of the 

Governor General or the Philippines Who is just back. 

Q That leaves us nothing but s. c. s. stories. 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no, that is not S. C. s. 'lhat is very good social 

column stutt. 

Q That is all we have got to do, though. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I don't think I have any appointments. I don't 

have anybody down tor tanorrow or Friday. 

!.1R . LioiNTYRE: One or two or the Cabinet Otficera. 

Q Have you had a good visit? 



Q an JOll .a. aQ •• er pl..au Jet? 

TBI PBISD1D'l': Ob, no. (La111)lur) 

Q BaTe you aQJ eettmate when Coacr••• will adjourn? 

Tim PBISJDilfl': No. (JAnsbter) Aa JOU JmOif, I like hot weather. 

~ I han already publ~shed that the last taw dqs. 

~ We Jmow where we can tiDd a lot ot it. (Lauabter) 

THE PRlllSIDINT: I think we will have to get ott, &Ten it the Consr••• 

1a in seBSion, 1n J'uly and August and take some little trip down 

to warm weather, just to keep away tram the colder lVashington. 

Don't you think so, Fred (Mr. Storm)? 

~ (Mr. Storm) I think eo. 

~ Anything you would like to say about the Hyde Park Association, 

this new association which has been formed and in which Mrs. 

Roosevelt is interested fDr the economic improvement of the 

town? 

THE PHESID~'T: I do n~ know much about it except I think it should 

be made perfectly clear that this is not, in any way,· a plan 

being submitted by Mrs. Roosevelt or by me. It s~ply is -- you 

can't call it enn an otter, but to give intorme.tion to the people 

ot the town eo that it they want to go in tor something that will 

create work, they will know where and how they can get intorma-

tion and help tram the Government, just as every other eth!!l•nity 

can. But it 1s wholly, 100 per cent, up to them. So mllQJ cam-
.. 

munitiee do not know what help t hey can get in the way ot aug-
' gestions or information or figures from the Goverument. \Ye will 

han to let them mow what they can get. 



fl-. Mr. PN•ltat, •• tb~ nand 1101r 110n ot tu•e nate leclaJM•• 

are &OlDc to a4joun before tbe eoO!ICIIto •ovlt7 bill b aotet 

upon. 

THE PRISIDIH'l': Ia that a atattm~nt or a gueaa? 

Q Woat of them baye 60-4ay .... lana. Doea that 1n ~way rn1ee 

your attitude concerning the neceae1ty of getting that bill 

throuch? 

THE PR11SmENT: Vlhy should it? 

Q You can't get state legislation unless you call special sessions. 

THE PRESIDliNT: '!hat is true but why should it revise the attitude? 

Q It is merely a question on my part as to whether, in view of' the 

fact --

THE PRESD>EJ~T: (interposing) No. After all, here 1s the simple 

tact: The recommendation has gone to the Congress and they are 

drawing a bill and it and when it goes through and the legisla­

tures are still 1n session, it is up to them. And, it they are 

not in session, it is up to them whether they will call extra 

sessi ons this year. There isn't a story you can write on that; 

it is a question or tact and a question ot dates. The thing has 

gone t o the Congress to go through 1n ·some form and, as to the 

time , you know just as much about it as I do . 

Same (state legislatures) will be in session; tor instance, 

Illinois, which sits most ot the year, will be 1n seaaion. 

Q. You -don.~t think it might reduce the movemant to postpone the date 

ot effectiveness ot the tax under the unemployment insurance pro­

visions? 

THE PRliSIDENT: I have not thought of 1 t. I do not lmow the tate -



.. it .... ~ ••• , .. oat 

Q But tuJ .. ,.. o•trtpt t•t, the la11&'1NUOil oft» tu. 'Die, Jlaft 
. 

.-4e 1 t two per oat tbe t1rat of 1119. 

Q '!'bat 1e not olcl-ep peaeion tu; that 18 1111 plo,...t iuiiNBoe. 

Q You do not need les1alatton tor the ocaopul80rT olcl141e .,.-•• 

THE PBl!SIDIN'l': I do DOt mow what date they han 1D there. 

Q Oris1Dally it started Zan\al'7 1, 1956 and that 1a juat ~loJIII8nt 

insurance. 

THE PRESIDENl': Ot course there are 8QI1e legislatures that do not meet 

in 1936. I really do not know anything about it. I do not know 

as much about it as you do what the situation is at the present 

time. 

Q Mr. President , they seem to be i n difficulties up at Albany regard-

ing the child labor amendment as to whether it is going to be 

ratitied. Is there anything you want to say on that? Does the.t 

tall into the class ot pending legislation? 

THE PRESIDENT: You know what I have said on that. It 18 simple. I 

\ 

-expressed the hope tor all torty-e1ght states, not just one, the 

spec1tic hope that they would ratify. There 18 no.th1ng else. I 
' 

ca.nnot eay it specitically tor Albe.n7 (New York) e.ny more than 

I could tor any other state. 

Q Mr . Presi4ent, in our absence they elected Al Warner ae president 

ot the White Souse Correspondents' Association. 

Q Russell telephoned down. 

THE PRESIDENT: Stevie (!Jr. Stephenson), they tbrew you out. 

Q (Mr. Stephenson) Just the very minute I lett tOWD. 

Q Mark Sull1Y&D and Ted bad an eleotton. 



.., a ~ •• ., ••••tle4 p11tt•• ott~... n wSU •• .u 

rilll'· 

~ Oil'• Mepbe&ICIIl) Ill will ban it all w• •· 
'1'BI JIBDm.IT& You will laTe to pNa14e at thla 41D•· 

Q (Mr. MepMUOil) I will nan it ott. 

Q He baa been rehear• iDs hia epeeoh 4ur1Ds hie Tiait up h••. 

'1m PRESIDENT: Ie that '11!17 he 1e late, or 1e there ecme otber reuon? 

Q I haTe another reaeon. 

Q (~ott'. Stephenson) You know too· much. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDliNT: That is all right; that is the firet thiDI I got on 

the telephone. I keep in very close tbUch with the Poughkeepsie 

oftice. 

Q I had a very good bree.ktaet. 

'mE PRESIDmT: Who w~e it ran against you laet year in that hot con-

teet? Was it "Truly" Warner? 

Q Yes, sir. 

THE PREsiD»rr : Then it i s a matter or justice. 

Q This is the consolation prize. 

Q We are going to come out tor Hoover, then, in 1936. (laughter) 

THE PRJ!SIDENT: Succeeding Francie M. Stephenson, retired. Do you 

get a pension? 

Q (Mr. Stephenson) I am going to take that up. 

Q He hae made enough. 

MR •. IoloiNTYRE: That is all right tor a morning paper, but you could 

not say "Francie l.i . Stephenson, retired" any other time. 

Q The election was unanimous, Buee Young carrying it. (Laughter) 

THE PR&SlliBllT: This is pertectl7 grand. I did not lmcnr that lrerur 

·~ 



.. aa •tvn • 4-.te. a,.,_. to uat wtob4 CII'Oft ot 

'bftta--..... 

Oo&, theJ put I'H4 (&tom) aJI4 Charlie HUrd on the :beau-

the Ccm.lttee. (taupter) 

Q I aa aaa1Dat the whole tioket. 

THE PRISIDINT: Bow ccae JOU are on the Executi-.e CCIIIIIi ttee? 

Q (J'red Storm) I •s out ot t01m and could not do UJthiDg about it. 

THE l'RliSIJmfr: The Executin Ccmmittee really rune it, don't they? 

Q I don't know. 

Q We ha-.e not bad a meeting yet. 

Q They are thinking ot asking Russ Young it they may ha'Ye a meeting. 

(Laughter) 

Q You know, it has never met yet, Mr. President . · (Laughter) 

'l'HE PRESIDENT: I don't know; I think tha t our gang still controls . 

It is all right. We still have a majority vota in there. 

Q It t hey would only let them vote. You can come in in the morn1Dg 

and tind a Ukase that has been issued during the night by senator 

YoUJl8. (Laughter) 

Q He i s the l1 ttle tat her of all t he Russians 'Tn a big way. 

THE PRESIDENT: I wish I could invent something tor you but , gosh, there 

is no interpret! ve story I could wri:te ' it I wa.nted to myself. I 

aro going out tor a drive this afternoon -- not on a sleigh ride. 

Q Vie will have to work on Monday's story. ''Te will have you going 

back to Washington very c ontident. 

_ Q Let us write a story that you are not going back but will stay here. 

fbat would get action. 

THE PRESIDENT: I beline it would. If it were not tor the A:r:rrq IUld 

' 

• 



~ ..... 'iaa • 

... lltDiW: aat Ha8CID 1110Ul4 J'OU sin' 

Q 'l'lrecl ot th•; let th• -auabble. 

TBI I'RIBDJilrr: Well, th-r han sot a lot ot time ,.t. 'nlla 111 ODl7 

rebru&rJ. Do ,-ou r .. ber last ,-ee.r we had certain troublee 81ld 

JDaD&ged to get a•y around the end ot J'une or the beg1DD1ng of 

Q. 'nlere is a stoey this mo_rning --

TBE PRESIDENT: (interposing) That is ott the record there. 

Q. The bets are between mid-May and mid-J'une on adjourmnent. 

Q Possibly they are a little optimistic. 

THE PRESIDENl': Let us get up a pool. There is something tor you to 

do 1 Get up a dollar pool on the date of adjourmnent . I will •.. 
put in a dollar too. Sealed bets. 

: 

Q Not to be opened until Christmas? 

Q. Unless the Congress adjourns before then. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think it is a good idea -- let us get up a pool.-

MR. KciN'J.'YRE: VIe will work it up on the train. 

Q. You will have to do it now. 

MR. KciN'I"LRE: That is wh.at I mean -- collect it now. I 'W8Dt ever,.-

body together. 

Q. EYeeybody still on the expense account. (Laughter) . 

Q. Who is going to bold this money until the end of J'une? 

Q. I think it ought to be deposited in the savings bank. 

Q. I em treasurer ot the Association. 

Q. How big 1a the pool going to be? 

Q. The Times sot scooped on the stoey. 



• 
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~ I 414 DOt ... 1t but tb.ef ttnal]J p1ob4 1t up tor the t1Dal 

e41Uon. 

Q 'fheJ ue EJ'Mt plotera-up. 

YR. JloD'1'!RI: 'l!ler probablJ uae4 Cbarlle 's (:ur. ll1rd' a) .torr. 

TBB PRBSIImN'l': I han forgotten -- ODe day last week the 'l'lmee bad 

two tull papa, the tiret 8Jld last, reprinted fran the late e41-

. tiOD;>t the previous day. 

~ Didn't you notice that they had an awful lot ot it ODe d&J? 

Q There is a good reason. The Times used to pay members ot the statt 

$8.00 a column to write teat\n-e stutt and they quit paying tor 

it and now they do not have a reservoir' to tall back on, so they 

have to use reprint. 

Q Any other plans tor today -- anybody to see? .. 
THE PRESIDENI' : Nobody coming near the place as tar as I know. I am 

going out tor a drive. 

Q \'lhat kind ot a drive? 

THE PRESIDENT: Automobile -- all around the place. You can say that 

I am looking over my land t hat is to be planted this year -- more 

trees. 

Q V/llereabouts, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDiNT: Well, you wouldn't know it I told you. It is on the 

other side ot the creek, at the back ot what I call the Tompkins 

tum. It is way back, an old pasture that is grown over with 

white birch. I am cleaning ott about six acres and going to 

plant it in the eprins. 

Q What 1a :h.rller OeDDerioh doing in the way of retoreatatlon! 



HI n•w•M: •• ue llaYiJII • Hl'iou ooateaoe CID ....... 1• 101111 

to do. Ill ia tb1nk1ns. ot platillg blueberries. ._ blueberrie•, 

I don't !mow, except that he likea th•. (Leushter) 

Q What kiDd of treea are ;you platillg down there? 

TBE PRESII>Etfr: Whatenr the state College ot Forestry recommends. 

You see, we are ua1Dg thia as an experimental plot and it ms;y be 

an;ything -- European larch, Norwa;y spruce, native red pine, pop-

lar, an;y one ot halt a dozen th1Dgs they have been work1Dg on. 

Q How man;y acres of your farm are planted according to this scientific 

formula, or can it be measured definitely? 

THE PRESIDENT: I should sa;y there are probably about 300 acres of old 

woodland which have been , over a period of twenty-five years, 1m-

-proved each year, and about 100 acres that I planted myself for 

the state College -- took it over for experimental work, and 

about 60 acres that they have done. You see , they have only bean 

doing their experimental planting now since 1926 or 1927 and they 

' \ do .about eight or t en acres a year. \',e have tried all sorts of 

things, even Douglas fir from the v;est Coast. That takes a 

thousand years t o grow. 

Q Is it gr owing? 

, THE PRESI DENT: It is growing up awfully slowly. 

Then we are carrying out other experi.ments wi t h the planting 

ot acorns, different types of oaks, and then I started another 

experiment t o see whether the acorns from very old trees gave a 

better tree than the acorns from young or middle-aged trees. In 

other words, I have forgotten whet the technical word is, but 

genetics of various kiDde. 



Q nat 1• the tNt em tan 
'1'BI PBEllU'fa nan 

. 
Q I 110D4er it the 811.1118 thing h true for h•JMn beillle? 

Tim PRESIDKN'l': It might be. Nobody has ner studied that pbaae of 

the question at aU. It 1a a very interesting thiq. There h 

a foundation out on the West Coast that is workiug on it. I got 

the Department of Agriculture to look into it two years ago --
. 

the Govel'lliD&nt has just started it. I started my first experi-

ment tour years ago. 

Q That was on the acorns? 

THE PRESIDENT: It looks -- as a matter of fact, it is much too early 

to tell - - as it the middle-aged and older trees give you a better 

growth than the very young trees. 

Q That is encouraging. (Laughter) 

T!IE ~IDENT: Do you know anything else? 

Q \'le don't know a thing. 

Q We have exhausted our supply , r:r. President. 

Q We have had a good visit. 

'l.'HE PRESIDENT: I am sorry I cannot tell you anything but I really 

don • t know anything. I will see you au tonight. i'Ihat time do 

we pull out? 

Q Eleven o'clock. 
Mi. MoiN'lYRE: We are all goillg-~d at Hyde Park. 
Q Have :W.asy and Grace been behaving? · · 
THE PRESm!NT: Not so well. You know, I am a little worried about it. 

(Laughter) 
UR. STEP.HENS(Jh. '!bank you, M:r. President. 



Q (llr. 8\ora) They a\utted the ballot boD a while we wee .-.. 

Ill'. Prea14ent. 

'l'BI PRJSD)JBI': I heard tbat. n h true that the Seute h the 80le 

Ju4p ot ita cnm membership, ia't itt (taqhter) That h a 

goOd line. 

~ (M:r. 1. Russell YOUJ18) I will r-mber it. 

Q Not 1!1aJ1Y here, are there? 

THE PRESIDIN'l': No. 

MR. D<IW:nlCfi: All in. 

THE PRESIDIN'l': I hope you have all bought baby bonds. 

~ With what? (Laughter) 

THE PRESmEN'l': Well, that raises the story the A. P. gaTe the other 

day that the president ot the White House Correspondents• Asso­

ciation bought two tor his children. 

~ (Mr. Stepheneon, president ot the White House Correspondent a' Asso-

ciation -- not married) What ia that? (Laughter) 

THE PRESD)INT: 'l!hat did you say, Stnie? 

~ (Mr. s tepheneon) That 1s a children's story. 

~ llr. President, would you care to ccmnent on Wallace's (Secretary ot 

AgricultUJie) speech yesterday in which he said tbat capitali• 

waa nearing the end ot the road? 

THI PRISIDINT: I han not read it. 

/ 

I do not think there 1a aey -particular news. I haTe been 

tr)'ina to catch up. 

-

• 



Cl OU JOil tell u ~ ot JO'III' ooat ... o• wlt:h leontur •"'•' 

Q It 11 zoepone4 ••• a auaber ot pwwta are aolDc to jo1D 1D 

sirtaa f1D&Doial &14 to ChiD&. Ia th_.. u;r auoh projeot UD4c 

way with this OoTerament or baa &Q7 consideration been si..n to 

thatf 

'mE PRISmDIT: I han uot heard about 1 t at all. 

Q Do you han llJl7 other conterencea echeduled with Congress ional 

leaders toda7 or tCIIlOrrow? 

THE PRISIDE:NT: I don't t blnlc there le anybod7. Let us see: the 

OoTe~nor General ot t be Philippines t omorrow, betore lunch and 

during lunch. 

Q Would you care t o comment or advise on the Congressi onal situation 

on tbe work rel1et bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: I wish I could. 

Q Either ott t he record or i n any other way? 

THE Plm3IDEN1': I do not think there is anything that I can say be-

cause, trankl.y, I do not know veey much about it. I know VerT 

litt le more than when Charlie Hurd and I were up at ft1de Park 

and we, neither ot ua, knew anything about it then. Right, 

Charlie? 

Q (Mr. Hurd) I am atraid so. 

Q This is the last time we have an opportunity to see you betore you 

celebrate your aecond anniversary in ottice at tbe dinner tamcfrow 

night. Have you ~ 0011111ent you would like to •n on your two 

years in the Preaidenot'l 

- . 



- M*" ta I to Dot QtM •• tllat 10ft ot oatobH • ooU. 

I ban DDt tllr'IM alaoa it w.... I Otwk we ue all 101111 

w ollvoh at the OatlaMzoal ca BaD ... ~. jut the W&J we 414 lalt 

reu. 110Dda7 •""'"I h the Oab1Dn D1ae. l han 'b•ll too 

•• to work oat •ar ldD4 ot a •tat.-nt. 

Q There i8 a 1'UIII01' JOU are &OiDs on the ra4io 1&\ade~ llipt. I• 

there &Jl1th1Ds 1D that! 

'lBI PRISIDIR'l': s. o. s • . 'lbat 1a the lln radio station. (Laupte) 

Q Mr. President, we han got a lln p&"tteident now. He hll• ac:ae 

oh114reD -- Mr. Al. Warner. 

THI PBISIDINT: I mow but I am not forgetting that "'l'rulJ" does not 

aotuallJ preside at th1a dinner. A.t the next dinner ,.ou (Mr. 

Warner) do. Do you r•ember, you did not take the ganl until 

the vary end of the dinner IUld I said that it we not tairt I 

em goillg to •tch you preside at that diDDer and then, after 

that; we will have "Truly." 

Q Mr. President, there were 8CIIIle reports that HUrphy (Honorable 

Frank llurphy) may be offered something in the !'ederal GoTem­

mant here in Washington instead of going back to the Philippines? 

THE ~m!N'l': No, he is an esceecUngly efficient and exceedinglJ 

auccesatul Governor General of the Philippines. It 1s a verr 

raaarka'ble thing that !'rank MUrphy baa done out there 1D a rather 

difficult -- what lllight be called a pre-transition period. He 

baa run the kind of adllliniatration tbat I haven't had to give a 

single worry or alDsle oare to. He b.ae run the Philippillee 

w1 th the cooperation of the Leg1alature and the !'il1p1Do ofti­

oiale ud the Philippine people JOU a1pt 8a7 •JM•t 1~ 



wltllaat tnouca. Iaota..tan7, callt. tt•,.•• M IIU .._ 

a lot ltnMI' tballwe ban. b toaad, Wlla he wu til_.., a 

tov-:reu OODUDII1DC c1et1o1t and 1110.., that ctetlo~t hu l»Hil 

paid ott aD4 bh bu48et 1e belanoect. !!at 1e a _..., tribute 

to QJ b•d of soYel'IIIUilt • 

The babJ boD4a are &Oi.Da 10 well I am told that the BuMau 

ot EngraTlns and Prlllti.Da baa sot to ate,' open all D1cbt to prillt 

eome llll)l'e beoauee a lot ot poet otflcee are out ot them all'~. 

Q Gin me a line OIL the denaminatiODe. 

THE PRBSIDENT: All ldnda. bis and little. As a matter ot tact. the 

return on this issue of baby bonds is sllghtly higher than it 

you buy the old issues in the open market. 

Q Tbe \fays and Means COIIIII1ttee ot the House today reported out a 

repeal ot the p1nk slip. Is there anythins you can tell us 

about that? 

THE PR!SIDINT: I do not think so at this stage. 

Q You have never expressed any view about that. have you? 

TBE PR&SIDENT: No. 

Q Do you care t o cCX~~~Dent on the strike vote that they are now start­

iDS t o take out in the automobile industry? Does that presese 

same more spring strikes? 

TBE PRESIDKN'l': No. I had not heard about it. 

Q It came in this atternoOD. 

Q Do you care to comment on the 7-A decision by 1u4se Bielde in 

Kilnukee (Wilmington. Delaw.re)? 

'l'BI PRISIIZNT: No; I ay say 801111tth1Da about that nen week. I ban 

not bad a cbanoe to read it. That ns 1\Mlae !field at 



Q "f•· 
Q • wrote •!Ptr·ftn J"pe ot opiDloa. 

41aM'· 



Q Bia 01'01114 wt thee thia ~. 11r. /14•t. 

'l!III'DBIDDtz I do DOt blow wllat tor; I 4' 110t lmmr Q,Jthiq. 

MR. DCBAIJJIIOll: All 1Jl. 

ml PRIBJJmQ'T: I han jut bHn lookin8 OTV the ladiee. 'l'hq • ._ 

to han reported tor dut:v 1D good ehape atter their big Disht 

laet Dipt. 

~ (111aa craig) Thank :you. 

~ Mr. Pre~ident, we enjoyed rour Mesease nr:v much. 

THE PRI!'SIDEm': Pine • tine ; must 'have bee.n a good party tram all I 

hear. 

I do not t hink I can give you auy news at all. I saw a 

robin and t he first crocus. 

~ Croaker or crocus? 

THE PRESIDENT: Crocus. 

~ Did :you thiDk ot General J'ohnaon, Mr. Pru14•t? (Laupter) 

TBE PRESIDBN'l': I do not think I have any news at all. There will be 

-
SCIU other Message going t o Coagress next week, I do not know 

which one ret. I have not decided. I will write it OYer the 

week end. It is just a short one. 

~ Bas the commod.it:y price lifted sutficientlr to a point where 

stabilization would be desirable? 

THE PRISIDJ:NT: You mean dcaeetic stabilization or toreip? 

~ I mean domestic price etabilizatiOD. 

THE PRISIDIN'l': I ehould eq, ott bu4, the anner 1e "'lo• to that. I 



Nl1ne4 the debt llu4a a p-eat deal lnlt •• llan Dot relt...t 

it eutt1o1at17 f-t. We bne talb4 about thh thiDa bef01re, ae 

;rou mow, 80 JOU mow 1dlat I •an WileD I aa tallliDI about the 

4ebt ool~. I don't tlliDJc tbat the tebt ooltaD of the MtloA 
. 

hae been .utf1o1ently reduoed Jet• 

Q Do ,ou feel that the nry ahup r1ee 1D retail food pr1oea le 

justified? 

THE PRESIDENT: It depends on your food price and your looallty. It 

ls too general a question. 

Q In Washington? 

THE PRESIDINT: (The President did not reply.) 

Q Does that mean a further dnaluatlon ot the dollar? 

THE PRF.SIDENT: No, bold on. (Laughter) . 

Q HAve you t1n1sbed your anawer about food prices? 

TBE PRliSIDENT: I tblnk so, yes. 

Q Did you finish your answer about devaluation? 

'1'BE PlmSim:m:': Yes. (lAughter) 

Q Mr. President, have you &DJ steps 1D lllind to extend our foreign 

credit on tbese barter agreement•? 

THE PlmSIDKNT: Of oouree we are going right ahead. Eaob one of 

these barter agreements takes a long tlme to work out. I thiDk . 
the:y have five or elx of th• now. 

Q I IIIMD the two-country· barter aare-nte, the onea that Peek bad 

THE PRISIDD'l': Well, theJ pract1oal17 dov.UU ~to eaoh other. 



IUt to 1le a ~-- •tt _. -..''"'-7 • tiiM, ,.. Mill *• 
..,.,. •pen •• u a • :lea 'Blat 1•, U:neeUMJS:r, a 

ov tultfa ill..._. to atn .U BelcSaU a ollaoe to Mll •-­

tbllll MN .,..., laee, a.a •• reclan their tarttt• ill 01'4e to 

at~• u a olauoe to ezpon •~ .ore to Belcl•· 

llolr, it h ·~s..atal ill Qi ..... : It 1a 4b'eote4 pr1-. 

arU7 at the bU.ateal dtuatlon between Belcl• u4 the tJaited 

Statu. At the same time, UDder the moet-ta~ore4-ut1on olaue•, 

other nationa -- DOt all oth.- DAtiODe, it depeD4• a little bit -­

certain other nations ban the right to take a4ftlltaae ot that 

lowered taritt. At the eeme time, 1Il the Belsian asre-nt there 

1e a clause tbat ears, "It this results in the brinsins illto thie 

country trail other natlou -- not Belgium - imports which will 

hurt this country in the larger sense, t hen, 1d thin thirty dqe, 

we can atop the asreement.• So it does not Tary TerJ Jlllch trca 

the P .. k theory. It ccmee pretty close to beiq a bilateral 

treaty but it does give ue a little opeDiDg tor other countries 

to see how it will attect them· t oo and depending on the ~ 1t 

works out will determine t he tut ure continuation ot that partie-

ul.ar BelgilD-UDited States asreement. 
. 

~ ot course, UDder the moet-taTored-nation clause, the other uatiou 

baTe to giTe ue the eeme conceeeiona. Do you th1Dk Belgium baa 

come in 1D order to get adnntase ot thief 

'l'fiE PRISllliH'l': It depends a little bit on the clause of the 1D41n4-

ual nation. I don •t th1Dk there 1a one rule that will tell. I 

tbiDlt there are •~ treatiea that will let thla o-. ill...,_,, 



... ., ..... 
~ 1fUl ,_ • sat • taw llrltla ----·t ot t• tMnue 1a 

all' t_... lt-N ot tu I'EI•'BI 1Ja Ue uat-.4 Stat•- tile 

~ ... ld au. ,.,_ •• ,..... .. ,. .... , 
'1111 RIDDiillfi I I haft DOt :Nd. ot 1 t, haft DOt heard ot 1 t • 'l'h.,. 

are inoreuiq tbdr ail' tOI'oe biOI\11• ot wlat we an 4o1Jic' 

Q 'l'h.,. 1Dolwle4 the t1DUI4 Statal 1D ~e l11t ot oow1tr1e1 reuaiac 

ud ' tbaoebf DIOIIIitatiq their do1Dg the 1ae. 

Tim PRISIDIII'l': I would like to ohect the J.&Dauqe. I hope ,.ou are 

DOt l'isht• 

Q It •s broader than an ai:rpl&De increase; it •e a naTal increaee. 

THE PRBBmENT: We aisht have been put in as a Jl!&tter of politeness, 

you mow. 

Q Can you tell us whether any decision has been reached on the poe-

aib1lity of our participation in any international move to help 

ChiD&? 

'l'BE PRlfSIDXNT: I do not know. Toll will have to aak the State De-

partment becauee I have not heard a word about it tor a week, 

not a word. 

Q Are :you going to give cnit the reports of the l'ederal Trade Cam­

misaion and the N. R. A. on the basing point e1 tuation in the 

steel indUatl'Jt 

THE PRISillltn': I don't know wey it should D.ot be given out b.:Y th•· 

(ltr. lilal'ly apote to the President.) 

Stne (Kr. Early) ea:ys they are worldng on it DOW and ou 

ot the repone 1a eight vol\aea. It 7011 .nt the •Scht vola..a, 

you can have th•· 'l'h.,. an to be releaaed a1JI\11taneouly u4 



..,llotr 1a VJ'1q to .... JW wark. 

Q 17 abiicri tun -. ... tScu'N JOQ aaecl tor wttll relaUOA w 

the tue• 1D tile Dtnr1ot ot 0olla))1a ua4 J'OU .. nt til• baok 

tor JIOl'e 1Dto~UOD w the. 'l'r•IIVT· Do 70U reoollect tbatt 

'DII PR.ISIDIII'h I bad DOt. I • sla4 70U r•'""e4 M. I will cbeok 

on tbat. 

Q We were beginning to IN8p8Ct tbat possibly you were going to k•p 

th• ua4 DOt .ate th• public. 

'1'BB PRISIDINT: No; I am ila4 you rein4e4 me. 

Q There were acme statements on the Hill yeaterda7 trcm seu.tor 

Harrison and others to the ettect that there waa to be a sr•t 

reduction in the scope ot the N. R. A., child leghlation, Mr. 

W11U.am.a' re&i£Dation, et cetera. Can you discuss the plana 

with reprd to N. R. A.? 

THE PRESIDENT: Only exactly the lllllgU&£8 I uaed in rq Message_ and 

tbat 1a as tar aa I baTe gone. Ot course, aa a Datter ot tact, 

in fairness to Mr. William.a, Mr. William.a did acme in the tirat 

instance tor sixty daye and I haTe tried, succeaatully, to keep 

him on eTer since. He wanted to get out in SeptCIIlber and he baa 

been coming to me nel'J' week, aaking to be released eo tbat he 

DaY go back to hie printe busineas. 

Q Will 7ou comment on the Weirton decision? 

THE PRl!:SIDim': I guess I bad better not. The more I read it the 

togier I get. 
. . 

Q Will you c~nt on the Ko&wain Bill to keep the protita out ot wart 

'l'HE. PRISIDJBT: I bave nner read it, not yet. I sUppose I will. 

Q In tbat connection, can you tell WI what baa becau of the 1olm..-



u4 ......U 0 •ttee or C 'Mlcm to ••atr the 'bulu11 of 

p!'Oflt• Ill wut I• \bat lObi oat 

Till PRISIDI&f: 'Dl.,. ban ~ a Terbal NJ)Ol'\ aD4 th87 baTe a p-eat 

4eal of •ter~. Whether ther will .-ke a ~Ute repor~ or Jlll)t, 

I 4o DOt II:Dolr. '1'heJ han oolleote4 a great deal of •terlal. 

whloh 1a Ill ~ State De~nt now read7 tor uee ~ time I 

o&ll tor u. 

Q 'l'he7 -.de the l"Q)ort to 70u? 

THE PRISIDINT1 r... nrbal.l7. 

· Q You aa1d that JOU had DOt heard anyth1Dg on the Oh1DA a1tuat1on for 

a week. May I lllqulre whether, when it waa called to 7our atten-

t1on, there wae 8CIIl8thlllg we might do to help Chilla? 

THE PRESIDINT: No. 1bere was a big question mark at that time. Noth-

1ng specific at that time at all. The question wee, "Ie there 

e01118th1Dg aU the na tlons can do to belp China?" 

Q You are considering that etill? 

" THE PRESID:INT: Yes·. 

Q Will 70u Dlllke ~ c0!111118nt on the speech of General Johneon two 

· weeks ago as to the foreign dnelopMnte? 

THE PRJISIDINT: No. 

MR. '~ABNER: '!bank you. Mr. President. 



UUIIILUiUL 
PNu Oollt_..oe #189, 
Bzeeut1Te ott1o .. ot 'be White Hou8e, 
M&rob e. 193,, 4.oe P.M. 

IIR. DQNAI.MON: .All in. 

' THE PRISIDERI': We have been talkiDg about Hawaii in the front row. 

It is not printable. (Laughter) 

• 

I do not think there· is a blessed bit of news. ~e will go 

ott the air and put the lid on over SUnday, as far as I know. 

Q You will be et the House tomorrow? 

THE PRESIDENr: Yes. 

Q Mr. President, you told us in the last Conference that you were 

going to prepare two ~esseReS over the week end? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am going t o prepare one, anyway , end maybe the other. 

I cannot tell you which ones yet . 

~ ~hat is the other besides transportation? (Laughter) 

THE PRlSID~vr : Now, I heve ·a field of five t o choose from • . 

Q A field of five? 

Tffi> .PRlSID.I:.."Vl': A field of five. 

Q Does that pretty much wind up the legislative program then? 

THE PRESID~: Just about. 

Q Do you care t o say what the five are? 

THE PR:c.slDFNr: No . 

Q Do you care to say anything more about N.R .A. ? 

THE P!USIDENl': Any more about it? I do not think I have been very 

vocal about it late~y, have I? 

Q I thought you might elaborate on your Message? 

Tllli PRESIDENT: No, I do not think so; I will just stand on the Message. 



to the CoDgreaa? 

TBS P.BBSIJllim': No. 

Q Will you c0111111ent on what type ot direct subsidy you preter? 

TBE PRESIDEN.r: 1uat read the Y.easage. 

Q Y.r. President, Secretary Swenson said the other day that he wa.s 

going to ~alee up with you a problem involving General irl.cCarl. 

THE PRESIDEl'll': Oh, yes. We did. Vie talked about it in Cabinet meet­
I 

1Dg and/suppose the easiest way to explain it is to put it in the 

easiest terms. The question arises, as I understand it, on the 

payment of traveling expenses --

1:t Of officers? 

T~; PRESID~': Of officers who retire when they are a long way off 

'-

from home. In other words, to bring it down to a practical lay-

man's po~t of view, if an officer on distant service, located in 

the Philippines or the Panama Canal or Hawaii, if· he actually gets 

sent , home, say two weeks or three weeks before the retirement day, 

he gets his transportation for himself and his family and his 

goods in the normal way. But if, because of Government necessities, 
) 

he is kept on acti~e duty at his post until the actual date of hie 

retirement, according to the Comptroller General, he is out of 

luck and cannot have hi~ way paid home. Now of course there is 

no question in my mind as to what the intention of Congress was • 
.. 

An otticer does not actually, physically retire until the day he 

becomes, whateve~ it is, sixty-tour. If the needs of the Govern­

ment require him to stay at his post up to that date, it seems 

pretty hard on hill under the Y.cOarl ruling that he should have to 
. --' 

·~ 



Jllr ,llia ~ -., rdlnlra• 1t-., W .,,.,.to •...t Ida-. a 

..... ....,.., M walt lln'e bMa ,.u bF tu ocww ra\. IIGrr, 

tbat 1• the pftotioal 1M ot u. 
Bow, em the lepl ad ot it, tbia oaH •• rulecl on by AUomq 

O.eral ~one, who rulecl e:motly a.• the Attomq General has rulecl. 

81Doe then there have been one or two more cases decided ill the 

courts with t.li.at rul1ng by the Court of Claims. And the Secretary 

ot the Na.Ty is following the ruling of tVIO Attorneys General and 

of the only case that hes come up ill the Court of Clai!IIB. 

Q May I ask at this point whether the Court of Claims ruled in favor 

of the payment? 

T.lm PRESIDENT: In favor of the payment , yes. 

~ Do you intend t o issue an ixecutive Or der? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , t here is no question of an ~xecutive Order. ~e de-

cided to do t hat on t his case and the order of the Secretary of 

the Navy on these past cases will stand, that the officers shall 

be paid. But , in order to clear up the future, the Seore~ary of 

the Navy will suggest to the ~aval Affairs Committee and the Naval 

Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee that in future ap-

propriations, the question be made absolutely definite and beyond 

peradventure of a doubt . So, that settles that. 

Q Mr. Presi dent, a controversy has arisen between Mr. lastmsn and lir. 
G" .J","P. u., ?l 

Tulley over the continuation of the Railroad Coordinator's Office. 

Will you touch on that in the Message on transportation? 

THE .PRESIDEl·lT: I never heard of it. 

Q The offi ce expires on June fi ft eenth unless extended . 
, 

came out last night in a speech and said that that Railroad Co-



I 

ud!lldor•• Offtoa aupt to be aboU..ut. 

!D . . , -;···1. -I I Dwrlr bea2d aboai it • 

Q It I ou l"ftUl'll to tat NaT)' paJ', will tbat take an Exeouun Ordar'l 

TBI P~llliH'l': No. 

Q What about the natue ot Mr. McCarl? 

TBE PRISIDINT: What do you mean, •What about his statue?• 

Q Does this case set any precedent? 

THE PRESID'Attr: He is a very, very old friend of mine for whom I have 

the hig.hest regard and he hP.s done a perfectly magnif'icent job, 

one of the very best servants t hat the Government has got . 

Q Can he be reappointed? 

THI:: PRl!SIDENl' : I do not know whet the law says. 

Q. There a re-some suggestions t h.at he cannot be reappointed. 

THIS PRESIDENT: I do not know. 

Q ~. ~esident, could you properly give us , as a very general idea, 

what f ields are to be covered in the f orthcoming Messages? 

THl!. PRESID:bNI' : No, that was what Stevie (ivlr . Stephenson) was trying 

t o worm out of me, but unsuccessfully. I have a number of Mea-

sages in mi.nd -- I am working on them. I have not actually picked 

out the one I am going to write over the week end -- t he one or 

the ones. I really do not know and could not tell you. 

Q Will t here be some emphasis on farm-to-market r oads in th&work re-

lief measure when it is passed? 

THI!! PRESIDENT: Y1ell, that is a difficult question t o put that way be-

cause farm-to-market roads depend a good deal on the individual 

state . Some states, for instance, with Federal money are still 

trying to emphllsize their through roads. It depends entirely em 

. . 



aat about General lloCarl 1a entirely UDpreoedenhd. Do you bappa 

to mow whether euob a thing baa ever happened to' be broug!R before 

a President of the United States and settled in this way? 

THE PRESIDENT: I illla.gine so from past experience in Washington and 

very often it used to get up before the ~~ita House. I do not 

think there is anyth.ing new in this. I think you will find it 

has come up before every Cabinet . 

Q Chairman Biddle of the National Labor Relations Board said yesterday 

that enforcement of section 7-A had broken down and suggested that 

the Wagner Bill would correct the situation? 

THE PRESIDENT: I could not comment on that unless I saw the whole of 
• 

his statement. 

~ Mr. President , have you decided yet who will take the ~lace of Mr. 

Pecora on the Securittes Commission? 

T~ PRESIDENT: Is there a vacancy there? I did not even know of it. 

I had forgotten it for the moment . I t is probably on my list 
. 

right here . 

~ Mr . Pr~sident , is Secretary Ickes resigning? 

TID. l'R.b.SIDEl-tr : \\hat did you s~? 

~ Ia Secretary Ickes resigning? 

Tlit: PRESIDl!:NT: Does he look resigned? (Laughter) 

~ More resigned. (Laughter) 

~ Mr. President; have you reached any agreement with him about Mr. 

Koses? (Laughter) 

TBE PRESIOENr: Now, that is puttiDg us both on the spot. "ben is the 



aat Pre•• OoDter.aoet 

Q lfulldaT, I \Jl1Dk. 

'1'81 PRISIDIHI.': lle7be Tuelld117 I lllight han SOlie news t or you. I do 

not mow. 
Q. Az17 oh•nge in t.be situation? (Laughter) 

Q Any new R. F.C. direct ors, Ur. President? 

TBE PRESimNl': Yihat? 

Q ~Y new R.F. C. dir ect ors? 

THE PRESI DENI': Not yet • 

Q Thank you, Ur. President . 
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