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ExeoutiTe Ottices ot the White House, 
April 17, 1935, 10.36 A. U. 

MR. DONAI.l);JON' sU l in. 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not t hi nk there i s any parti cular news . I j ust suggested 

to Senator Young that a l i t tle l ater on, when i t get s a l i ttle bi t waDn, 

we might have some at these Conferences out on the porch e.IId then we will 

be able to see ea ch other a little better. 

~ In t hat connection, do you propose to revi ve the White House mint bed, over 

whi ch you are now sitting? 

'lEE PRE.3IDENT: By God , t hat i s true, too. It was right under her e . I think 

it has been c.deq_uo.t ely t aken care of . I vrill make immedi ate i,nquir~es 

because th~t i s s omething of gr eat i mportance . 

' ~ Do you care to comment on the setting up of sta te agenci es to super vi se 

Public iiorks expend! tures'? 

THE PRE:>IDE11T : The only t hing I con do is to tell you exactly \'lhat happened 

since l ast \iednesday. ~;e have gone ahead and made some very r apid pro-

gress in t he working out -- giving all kinds of - -

Q. (interposing) I was t hinking of in Louisiana there is some thought .of 

up a s t ate agency to supervise the expenditure of Public Works projects. 

(Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT : Th.at i s a different matter. I don' t t hink I need to comment on 

that . 

I might jus t a s well go on wi t h what I am talking about , Public Vlorks. 

VIe made great progress i n t he past fev; days and I might just as well g!.ve 

you an illustra tion. Yester day , h~ . Ickes ca:ne i n and reported on t he! 

new information t~at we \'Till requi re. on every application for a municipal 



or local projeot. 1D ot!wr war4e, e1 ther grant u4 loen or grant or 

atra1sht loan, 8JQ' one ot thoae three, where the work 1a to be done by 
• 

the locali t:r i tselt r a ther than by a department at the GoYerJU~~eDt. 1D 
t 

the paat , in making allocations , we have never required certain dat a that 

we will need from now on. For instance , the actual number ot men who can 

be used by the project trom the r elief rolls and, secondly, whether it 

can be definitel y finished by a certain da te. It i s information of t hat 

kind and we are getting the set-up all ready so that within a ff!IW days 

we will be able to tell all the municipal1 ties and other l ocal organi za-

tiona that make appli cations exactly what information they have to give 

us before there is a chance of set1;ing it approved. 

Then, to give you c.nother example , 1.!r. Hopki ns is working out three 

things 3.nd they nre very nearly fini .shed . The first is_ a n absolutely 

definite list of the une~loycd everywhere. '!be second , which will take 

up probably another ::tonth or six weeks befor e we get it in final fol'Ill -

it hoe been done in a majority of the pl aces in the country already -- i s 

to be a rechecking of those lists so as to be cert ai n that as far as you 

can reasonably accompli sh it, we will only have people on those l i sts 

tha t are in need of i mmedi a te work relief. The t hird thing is district-

ing the country so that when projects cooe in we will be able to say that 

in this reBion -- not just merely in this particular tO\'mship or county 1 

but in this region - - there ure such and such a number of peopl e on the 

unemployment r olls who ~re employable, and we will l ook at that proj ect 

from the :Joint o1' view of the region. 

Now, those r egions i n the heavily popula ted areas will be compara-

t ively small geographically and in the sparsely popul ated areas they will 

be fairly largo geographi cally. 
, 

On t he whole, the pr ogress has been very excellent and probably, on 

• 



what mat be oou14ere4 a more ar leu mtpor po1Jlt, n td.U han •~ 

thins more tor :rou in a r .. days on the actual administrative set-up. 

I can tell :rou this on the aotuel administrative set-up 8Dd I thlu 

it may be usetul in wri tins stories: 'lbere are two tuDe tiona that aboul.d 
' 

be treated entirely separately. The first is the function of allotment 

and, in the last analysis, that responsibility rests on me. I am going 

to get the best information possible in making those allotments by creat-

i ng SOI!Ie kind of a round table conference where a great many different 

people will sit in. The object of that, of course, i s a very s imple one. 

This money will be spent in so :nany different ways tha t we want to be 

sure tha t every possible method of spending it has a fair hearing. I f I 

limited the tlllot:nents to t he information that I got from three or four 

people, obviously the people with !lD.lch smaller projects would not get a 

cha.nce t o be hesrd . Tha t i s why we will have some kind of a round t able 

conference f rom time t o time with all the different agencies of govern- · 

ment and whoe_ver will repor-t to us on applications from the outside , so 

that they will have a chance to be heard. If some man in some department 

of the Gover nment ha s an awfully good idea or plan for spendi ng $250,000, 

he ought to hs ve his chance to be heard so that the huge projects won't be 

the only ones to be ~iven considera tion. This will be r. clea ring hous e, 

in ~ sense , and if the s~11ller pr ojec,t seems t o be ~ very excellent one, 

it won ' t be crowded out by the bigger projects . 

I suppose it i s a f~ir gues s tha t the total applications for pro-

jects will run from sixteen t o twenty billion doll ars . \/e will have a 

very large sel ection t o choose f r om. 

Now , that i s the allotment thing. After allotments are roo.de , and 

of course tha t hns t o be my final decision , you come to an entirely dit-

ferent field , wl.:i ch might be call ed si:nply the engineering or building 



will go ahead and carry out the work or, 1t it is the cas~ at a Jlll.D1c1-

pality that 1a doing the work, there ~11 be soma department of the 

Federal Government which will check up and see whether the mun1cipal1 ty 

is living up to the timetable and the costs. 

I hope you will get those differences in mind. '!bey are completely 

separate functions. One is the allotment function and the other is the 

carrying out of projects. l:ie ure getting ahead w1 th both of these and 

probably in the course of -the next few days we will draw some kind of a 

chart for you. 

Q. Eov1 will you deal with _t hat, around t he t able, like you did with the first 

one? 

THE PRF.SIDiil\1T: No, the second one -- suppose t he Ci tj• of Washington wants a 

new school house. Thr:t would be alloted in t he i.llotment Board e nd then, 

let us s ay , it is a loan proposition. The division which handles loans 

will -- of course , th:?.t would obviously be Secretary Ickes' division of 

nru.n1cipal lo:ms -- will make th::~t loa n to the Di strict am _he would be 

responsible, fro~ tha t time on, for s eeing that "the District built that 

schoolhouse accordi~~ to the time, on schedule, and at the same time Mr. 

"Ic l~es :\'OUld report bacl: to .re a s to v1hether tMt s choolhouse was being 

built in accordance vri t h the s chedule. 
'--

Q. Ther e is one :f'und9lllental policy thut s eel'lS not t~ have been announced. Are 

there going to be direct grants to sta tes ar loans? · 

~ PRESIDENT: In so far as possibl e , loans. 

Q, But you do expect --

'IHE PRESIDENT: No , I would not put it tha t way. I don't know whether we will 

h :J.ve l\.llY grant s a t all, state grants. We want to get as much money as we 

can back. It will depend a good deal. 



~ No detlni te tcmlllla? 

'1m PRISID!NT: No, no detlnl te t01"1111la . It depends on olrCWIUitanoes ot the 

l.ndlrtdual IIIWlicl pall ty. 'nlat will be a t r adi ng pr oposition because tht~r 

will try to get as llllCh i n the we:y ot grants a s they can and I will t rr 

t o get as much ln the way ot loans as I can. 

~ 'Ibi s i s a detail but you spoke of Washi ngt on whi ch has a tremendous pr opor­

tion of pick and shovel men on relief. I t is very difficult to pr ove 

what type of public wor ks eould keep a large proportion of the labor a t 

work in this district . Has that come to your attention? 

THE PRESID~~: Yes and I think on tha t Commissioner J\llen ha s a number of 

plans which will actua lly take care of these pick and shovel Imn. The 

District has a pretty good plan -- I do not know VTbether it ha s ·been r e­

leased or not . Certain states have plans which should be suffici_ent to 

choose f rom to put everybody on the relief in those states to work. For 

exampl e, the State of Uabn= ha s a very excellent preliminery pl~n; the 

St a te of Nevr Jersey ha s e good preliminary plan and the State of-Wisconsin 

ha s a good preliminary p l on , end other states are bringing them in fairly 

fast . 

Q r.!r. P:::-esident, if the coal c3.se is not settled this vreek , vrill you direct 

the .\ ttorney Genera l to prosecute them? 

THE FRESID:El~·: I etn not f anilia r with it . I hove not heard anything f,rom i t 

since l a st week. 

Q. \lill the Nati onal .• dministration follow a hands- off- policy in the Kentucky 

gubernatorial primary? 

THE PRE:.i'ID'El~T: I have nothinB to do vTi th primaries and c annot take part in th<sm. 

Q. Getting back t o work relief, will. you give us an idea of the size of the 

districts, or will it be detenilined by popula tion and b1' the number of 

the unemployed? 



'mB PR&SII.I!N'l': You caDDot ley dc:.n a hard and t aat rule. ll'or example, 7011 

take out in the rather sparsely settled prairie country you get as big an 

area aa is pr actical to administer. Now, t hat misb t be -- it you put it 

on a populati on basis, it would be en enormous nrea. It would be so big 

that you could not handle it. Therefor e we have to cut it down to the 

practical geographical size which , because it is sparsely settled, would 

have comparatively few people in it . On the other hnnd , the City or New 

York, for exampl e , would be o.n area all by itself , v ery sm.'lll geographic­

ally, but seven rnillion people i n it . 

Q I t alte it t h9t no attention whatever will ue :9ai d to Congressional ois triet 

lines? ~ 

'mE PRJ::'3ID~'l' : Oh , no , not 'J.t ull; not ne c-3ss::trily. 

Q Do you contempla te reco~~nding Congrdssion~l lc~1 sl~tion i n connection 

ni th the org3llic ,..cts of' .Puerto .uco? 

'BiZ Pru:.3I D::::l?r: :\ot t ho.t I !-:n0\1 of , but you h-ad better not s~y I '1::1 not going 

t o bec!!use I do not knol'l 'Jlly thin~ about it . 

<:;. nbrut public wor!;:s, tbe peopl e :.1re very much interested in k.towing or tr-Jing 

to find out 11hen dirt will be,j.n to fly on t hn new proj ect s? 

'lh:E .l:'RESI D'I!:ll'l' : It depends entirely on the }Jrojects . 

Q J• tow!l th~t has a ;:,>od project won 1 t !l~ve to ~·:Iii t ror tt.e rest of t ile 

country? 

'!HE ?:1:iBIDr]iT: llo , \lJ:cept tl\is , t h:.. t of course you cannot s t ar t in - - t here 

'\re pr ·tctica lly no :9roj ects 11l1 ich vrill be started i mmedi tt tely because 

the engineer ing is not COhlpl eted Md tl tey ho.ve not the l'l.'l.terials on the 

job. i:obody OWl expect t o shrt a project without rnaterinl s . It may 

t ake n couple of t~onths to ;et t !li n.::;s r eady. Of cours e , o n the CCC C::..rops 

~ve will t .• kc in so::1e people by tho first of ;.:uy. 

~ :~C'lt i s your ·1 : ti tul e tow·n·d tnose !'roj acts desi E;ned pril'ilf!rily to nrovide 



ecluoat10Dal or culwral oppor1iwl1t1M7 

'lBE PRESI DENI': '!bat is t he old question about the wbi te collar uen. ,\11 I 

can say i s the.t we are goi ng t o do the best we caD. 

Q. ~uite n few arti cles have bt:en written on the ·.;nBDer Labor Di sput es Bill, 

specifi cally on t he ifuite House ~ttitude , etcet era , ·and especi a l l y s ince 

the conclusion of the hearings. Can you tell us wh:~.t the \ihi t e House 

a ttitude is on it? 

';.'P.E PR.::3IDll:T: That i s t oo specula tive . Li ter!illy there isn ' t any news on 

t his end . --
Q. Can t he Copeland .. :erchant . :urine ;;,'ubsidy Bill be considered an Administrative 

mausure? 

""""' .,.., .. ·Iu···T· J.I"~ .-" n...c...J u •; • There i sn ' t anything on tha t . 

. Q. 1..:JJY trut h to the news thut you cl.!'O s~n..U.ng to. bOllU I:I bill to the Congress? 

'lEE ~Il>Et~ : :.rothi ne new on t h:.!.t . 

~C. Thi s i s an "if" -.uestion : In t he event a bonu:J bill i s approved , that will 

permit the vetera ns t o casl\ tl:eir certi!'ic~l t~:J , t. nd tl:e veterans 2.re on 

r elief, v.rill t ha t :..utorr.at ic:llly mean tl::s t the C;,tSh in hand woul d not 

por:.li t thct:~ to dr o.w r eli ef any more? 

'lJ::J:: P':lli.JIDJ.llT: I do not kno'·'· You see, we tae tryinc; to get 'lway f rom relief , 

tryirra to -se t ·::or}: r d i ef . You ct:.n onJ.y chane e tho. t ~uestion by framing 

1 t to s ~·~ , ·.:ould they s till be on 'l:ork relief ? I do not 1-.nO'''i 1 t i s some-

t hing I never t hout;ht about . 
• I 

~ l b s t here been Lny l.:roup1ng or ki ndR of public ··~rks to be covered by these , 

Ruch ·u Gr·~de cro:os1n~.J , \'.ri th r defiai te t able of the allotment? 

'mE PR:!:3I D:::l:T: !lo. You h:.!.ve t o t ake an exo.mpl e . It \'.rill take more time than 

~ny other for ar~de crosainJs. 3 ome states ~nd some railroads r~ve got 

pbns i trunedi ::.tely lV!li lsbl e ; sone st :~. tes !Uld some r uilroads kno;v exactly 

how t he l nnd can be bought but , i n ot her stat es and on other roads , ther e 



has been not hi ng down on it except t he vaguest k i nd ot a aurY87 and , 

ther efore, we cannot t ake ~ definit e ~um nt the pr esent t i me end all ot 

that to l)l'e.de crossing eliminat i on. 1;e can make c. pretty good guess tha t 

in the course oi' the next ..aonth •.re could e liot such end such :! sum to , 

cover grade cr ossinJS , holding bacl< so:ne for a month from now nnd holding 

back some to the middle of Juno. Gr ade crossings vdll be one of the 

s lowest becuusa 1 t involves r~etting l :mc •;nd :Jaterials . "ie hope to get 

the gr ade crossin'!; pro~r<:I• under w<•Y by the fall . 

Q. A part of it could be gott en under '~·.ty very shortly? 

TP.E .PRESI DJ•:I:T : In c fe\'1 cnses , yes . 

Q. Reearding non- Federal projects of u self-liCJ.uide.tin~; character , has it been 

netex:tnined 'llh:lt proportion will be r.. gr c.nt? 

THE PFI:~ID:·:: :T: ::o, it depends on t'he vc.lue of the ':.pplic•,tions :.1 3 th e:r come 

in. They h .. vo got , 1n Public 'iorks , I t!':ink sooe·.vhere uround ..:900 , 000 , 000 

of :.ppl i c·. t;ions c.t the present tir~e . Th:. t does not n:e:m t t.H t they he.ve 

~900,000,000 worth of go~l projects . 

~ _ . .nyt::ti ng mH·: on t he textile situ \tion , ~le-,se , sir? 

'I'P.:: PR.F.3IDENT : Y9s , there i s . The dr,y before y~sterd:,y I (,'Ot 1'roo t he J!IRB 

(lla tiomll Industrial RcCOV<:)ry Board) t t is l~:rc;e blue rer.ort which h :..s been 

in proces:; of :·1orkin,;; out over t':;o months . It i s ·• c.1reful s tudy - - there 

is :J.notbor volurle - - tv!o volUl"'les - - ·1 study o:J.de b~· 1m.·.- i n reeard to 

bleached cotton cloth i mportt!tions .nd tl!ree d·:ys ago I received it vd t b 

the fol1o1vin~ reco::unendutiou i'rom t he lvatiow.l Industrial Recovery Board , 

::. com:plnint under .:;action :3- E of l!IR , •!ddr essed to me by tho Cotton 

Textile lnsti tute , Inc . I miGht s ny t here were hr.U.f a dozen other fOrnllll 
I 

compl a ints n1de too . They j ust chose thc. t a s the one t o t;o up on. It 

h:!s been fi led 1d t h t he l!R.. 'liXl all eges that bleached cotton cloth has 

been i mported into t he United St'1 t es i n such :.:::ounts s s t o e eriously 



endanger t he Code ot Fair Competition. After examination ot the 

NIRB f i nds t hat t he tact s se em to be such as t o warrant turt her investi-

gati on in accordance w1 th Sect ion 3-E ot the Act and reconmellds that I 

ask the United States Tar iff Commission to conduct an immedi ate i nves tiga-

tion of the f acts , give reasonabl e notice , hold public hearings and make 

recommenda tions in regard to the t ariff on imported bleached cotton cloth. 

That I sent over to the State Department and the Secretary of State -- I 

got l ast night a letter i'rom him that , in substance , wants the recommen-

dation t hat the matter be referred to the Tariff Commission for invest!-

e;a tion . I see no reason why it should not be mode and it will eo over 

to the Tariff Commission this :norning to r.mke ~ recoruneDdation. 

Q. What is the principa l source of these i mports? 

. 
T!-0'~ PRESIDEET: I do not know. I !7,\.less I h~d better keep out of thct . 

(Laughter) They a r e. just i mports . 

Q. ~.ir . President, going back to Public ··iorks, did you I!le ntion o check- up? I 

tnke it that refers to the check-up of the unemployed on reli ef r 1.ther than 

a census of t he unemployed . The Government ha s never made tha t census . 

TP..S PRE:iiDENT: No. I cen· tell you wh::.t we o.re studying. I think s omething 

may come of it in regard to the cens us of t he unemployed. There has been 

"1 terrific amount of ver-1 , very loose stP. t-enent in regard to the number of 

people unemployed. You t a ke the L•1bor Depar'bnent figures, you take the 

Feder~tion of Labor f igures, you t ake t he people on relief rol~ a Dd 

somebody multipli es it by five ~d gets twenty million people, and then 

somebody, like Fra nk Kent, rm.tl tipli es 1 t by six and gets thirty million 

people . (Lm,tghter) The result is a rea l confusion and we have been very 

much concerned f\bout it. i'ie ha ve talked about it before. 1:ie a re seriou1u.·r• 

considerinG using the white colla r people - - tha t is a very good example , 

t hey are going to be di ff icult to place e~ay -- on a census of the un-



saplQTed. We haven't decided on it ,-et, but we have been th1Jik1.D& ot a 

- real, honest-to-God census to be taken on a glven date , 8Dd it baa got to 

be t8.lcen on a gl ven data bec ause it moves around so much. Vie can probabl,-

do it for somewhere around twelve or fifteen milli on dollars. It i s one 

of the projects under consideration, and it would be , in effect , a complete 

t ally of the unemployed. 

Furthermore, it will do this : It will separate i nto some very, very 

essenti al classi fications of the people who are unempl oyed. For instance, 

here is an exampl e . So:ne private organi z:!tion, 01' even some Government 

or gani zation , III11Y co 11round in e. given block to take a census or so-c!llled 

census of the unei'f\Ployed, and they will rinrz; somebody' s doorbell and say , 

"How many people are une'llployed in t his family?" It may be a family of 

a f a ther , o. mother and two O.rls . The mother t a kes nn occasioncl. job. 

The two girls may take occasional jobs. The father is definitely out of 

work. The figures may shol'l the four unemployed in t he family . nO\·t, it 

i s :1 grer.t q,uestion a s to whe ther tho. t i s u f air statetuent. In ot her 
• 

words , if the ol d man lnd a ste:\dy job , t he fo.mily would not be on relief, 

also it would not be e n absolutely necessary thin(!; for the Government to 

g1 ve all f wr of them work • 
. 

i'ihat we !'J"e trying to do is to get away :'rora this everlnsting dole 

business to keep people fra"' stArving. If we can t;ive thet o:~.~n a definite 

job , his family i s going to be taken off the relief rolls and that i s v/JJ.y 

we have to start cla.ssifying them. 

Q Would unemployed mean anybody unemployed or peopl e on the relief rolls? 

• 'lHE PRESIDEI!I': I am ta.lld.n& nbout peopl e on the relief r olls . 

Q ~·;ould that census include our territories axn possessi ons? 

THE PRESI DEt-rr: I t hink -- we e r e checki ng on it now. ·,;e don't know exactly. 

Q !-!0'1 long ·Noul d it t ake to complete a job like t hat? 



'lHE FRESIDDn': It meaDs preparation, quite a lot ot preparation. 

Q. But the actual census would be taken in a 24-hour period? 

THE PRESIDOO': I don't know now about census-taking, but it has to be as ot a 

date . 

Q Have you any figures as to how lllBllY that woul d employ? 

'lHE PRE3IDEN1' : No. 

Q. Have you a~ figures as to the number of unemployed today on the relief roJ~"-• 

'IHE FR!!SlD::::NT: Hopkins has got th!lt . I think he will give them to you. 

(The Press r.onfercnc e adjourned e t 10.50 : .... 1.:.) 



~Iii& 
IIIII G '-rllfl lllf, 
• INtift Gtfto• ot till 1nalt1 Boue, 
~ lt, ln&, '•015 P. L 

Q Ml'. P'l'edde!R, 414 :rou take up the New Baclu4 t.nile li tu&UCIID at 

the Cabinet 1118etiagt 

'!HE PRESlllifl1': Yes. I sm eppob.tiDg -- I baYe not written it down here -

I am appointiag a committee consistiag of the Seoretar,y of State, tba 

Seoretaey of Agriculture, the Secretary ot Ccanet'Oe 8D4 tbe Seoret&1'7 

ot Labor to supenise ~e study and investigation of the lllbole situation 

relatiag to the cotton induatey. '!!lese studies should iD.Clude two 1118in 

lines, first the emergency problem and secondly plans tor the tuture. 

'Ihe matter of the emergency problem, the chief phases seem to be the 

following: 'Ihere are twr phases -- tell me 1t I am going too fast . 

~ MUch too fast. 

~ PRESIDENT: First, the relationship of the processing tax to the present 

emergency and consideration as to whether there is 'some other way in 

which the proces sing tax can be levi~d w1 th greater ettect1 veness aDd 

less disturbance to the industry. 

Secondly, the wage differentials as between Northern and Southern 

operators . 

!:Yery child should be taught shorthand. (Laughter) 

(The President was waiting tor the Press to catch up.) 

Third, whether im,ports are exercisiDg an injurious effect on 

the immediate industrial ai tuation aDd 
' 

Fourth, tbe preYalliag price ot raw cotton aDd ita possible effect 

on domestic consumption. 

• 



tb i1.1Utl'ate tllat 1ut pobt, l t W8 •tatel ia tM eolt• I I. 

tllat ftN lael4 '•'•a• tbiiM 2 •• ot tu ~- a4 t1ae ._ •I' 
l'wprN•tatlYN, \bat..., ot tlae &118 8ft pllU& Q a 1up lana'-7 

ot p4a - attc dq beoaue tu retail•• ot po4e an ftl.US to 

..te nbatanUal purobuea 111 ~ the hope that theT o&D set thea at low• 

pl'ioN. 

'Dlen on the aeooDd, the broad atuc!7 • ~e l~ti• pl&D, there are 

8111011.8 the aubJ eote two, f'i:rat an •n•l7sb of' the p!17aioal coDIU. tiou ot 

plants to establish the degree t:1l obeoleaoenoe u4 1 te effect on ope­

at1JI6 efticienc7 -- and tbia is. the real meat in the coconut that I a 

telli!l6 TOU abQlt now -- w1 th a oonalde:ration ot plana t'ar eatabliahiJII 

proper credit tor Deeded or justified replacements in plants. 

Seoo~dlr. a thorough analysis ot foreign trade over a lo~term 

period. 

So tbat will start that COZIIIIittee mak1!16 this study aDd the ap­

pointm.eo t ot that COIIIII1 ttee meets w1 th the approval ot the c tlre 

Democratic New Eogland delegation. There are the names. 

~ That ia the Congressional delegation? 

'lHE 'PRESIDPR!': Yea. 

Q. Will you send a repl7 to CoDsrea8111BD Connery? 

'lBE PRESIDIHT: Well, be was 1ihe nrst tallow that knew this. 

Q. He is the Cha1rman ot the New EDslaDd delegation. 

'lHE .PRliSIDBNT: What do you mee.n, will I send a :repl7 to him? 

Q. Repl7 to his peti t1on. 

'lEE PRESIImN'l': I suppose the ~cement is a replJ. 

Q. Han there been urr exche.nsea ar co!TI!Im1cat1cma with the J'apaneee 

OOTerDJIUIJlt on this textile situation? 

• 

'lBI PRmDIII'l': Bot ~t I bow ot. 'Dle AotiD& Seoretal'T ot State 1!14 not 



-•• tt. 1 aoa•t .,.,. •· 
t 
• 

•• are 4o1J18 tor the tlrat 
' 

ptlon on what they call "obeoleecenoe". · 

Q. A lot or that has accuneJ] sted. 

mB~: Yea. 

Q. CaD the RrO make loans tor plant replacement ar jut tor ..,rklll& capitalt 

THE FRBSIImfl': I thiDk thq can make 1t tor plant replacement. 

Let me talk ott the record tor a minute OD this ootton thing. 

As you k:Dow, I am s omewhat slow to get upset, elld I am not upset now, 

but what does a fellow do when be picks up papers an4 reads -- well, 

here 1s the s tory: "'lhe following mills in New Englsud, cotton mills, 

have closed", and then there i s a list ot 90 or 100. I did not count 

them, it was about tour or five inches of mills that had closed. '!bat 

list contained mills that closed as tar back as 1923. The majority at 

those mills . were closed before 19:30. 'lhe ma.jori ty of that list, m1D4 

·you, and yet that list was put out w1 th the deliberate intention at 

fooliug the American people. Actually, the DWiiler ot old spindles 

that were put out ot use and mills closed started in 1923 and ran 

' through to -1932 at a verr hea'fY rate -- I am wrong, 1931. MOat (it the 

mills were closed betor~ the 1929 panic. Now, those are simple tacte. 

I can list a dozen names right now or mills I know inside and out tbat 

were closed in 1923, 1925, 1927 and 1929, and yet the public is beiDg 

deliberately mleled into belinbg that these mills han been cloee4 

in the last si:z: weelcs or si:z: months ar two years. 

Actus.l~, the clolliDS at mills slowed 401111 1D 1931. Actual~ 

there were Tfti:'Y, very tn m1lla that closed bew._ 1V31 and uss. 



h ltSS, a .-ezo f1l "'''' opae4 Q •pt• .. t W bHD ola.el f01' 

' ' a loq Um &114 thtf' 1'&Jl pl'ftt;r atee4,117 utU ~· U.•• 
Row, ot OOUI'ae, the aotaal taot ia that in If• bgle"" espeoS•11J' 

thq have not take care ot the pzooblc ot obaoleaoenoe, ad Jdll atMl" 

111111 hu he4 to oloae because thq ha4 maohiUl"J' whioh wu not Q to 

date. A "'fe'J' l.al'p pzooporUOD ot J'apue .. procluction to4q 1e beliiS 

made on ap1Ddlea that nre bought trom oloaed New BDgl.&Dd lld.lla. 'Daat 

ia an interesting tact. 'lhey cu attord to uae older epiD4lea in 

J'apu tor the ve.ry good reason that thq do not pq the labor. :ROlf 

they are tryiD8 to sell goode made on New EDglaD:l apiDdlea back to 

this countx,-. 

At 8liY rate, whether they are in otticial or private lite, it 

is deliberate falsification ot the record and you are gettins it right 

straiaht alODgo 

•. ~ Can we use your later reference there as. to the ctrect at obsolescence? 

'mE PRE3IDENT: Yes. 

~ It is an active factor? 

mE IRE:3IDJJNT: Yes, an active factor, that is absolute:Qo ript. 

ADd then, or course, there is another thing, again talldDg ott 

the record, a thing that all)'body who knows New England knows. 'lhere 

were tine old New Zngland families that started cotton production in 

1830 :..or 1840 or alons there. The first. generation was 1~ am 
~ 

worked.. They got out on the road 8.Dd sol4 their own goods and keP.t 

things up to date. 'lhere llll8t be at least a bn!!dred tam1Uea in New 

EngJaud with that Jd.Dd or hiatox,-. 'lhen it came down to the aeooDil 

geeration, and the aeooDd generation nre pretty good too. 

ADd then the third generation came alODgo i'h8J tool: V81'1 larp 

aalariea aDI1 bomaeea and ipent moat ot their t11118 8D4 IIIODSJ in JUope • 

• 



• 

Bat la a taot. !be OZ'lllMl taal.:n a,t tile •n. ao1Jia IDA t.p 

'llaiiDIUid.u4. DS.4.., ot tbat tla1r4 paeraUcm we a•t em tu 

roa4 sell 'DC soo4at llot em ~ lite, 'DleJ prete:ru4 Pari a. 

Now, that s.a halt tu at017 at aU thla •• 'Ina"•"" Uoable. I 

oaDDot •e:r that on the reoor4, but 1t l8 a taot. (LenptR) 

'lEE~: Did he? Be doesn't kDC* ~DC about New ZDs).and, I do, 

Bal.t ot me ccmes ~ there. 

~ Do 70U have, also, a peti Uon hom Southern Senators aald.DC tor a oottoa 

textile investigation, something along the same line? 

mE P.RE3IIII!ln': I don't la!.ow; I haven't got it hen. 

Q. 'lhe Congressional Record today carries a letter which says that 71 m1Ua 

have closed since August employing 22,000 workers in New Englaua aDd 

the South. 

'lBE PRl!SIDENT: Yes, and the mills closed in the SWIIIIer end Spring at 1934, 

too. 'lhe:y closed because there were _so maDJ', so ID1Ch cotton goods on 

the shelves ot the department stores and ot Sears Roebuck and at eveey-

bod7 else that the:y were so arerstocked that the oDlJ' thing to do wu 

to close down. In other 'WOrds, the cotton industey is al~s e1 tber 

overproducing or closing down. 'lhat is the ditticult)- with the illdue-

tey. As an industey it has been thorougblJ' dUIIIb 1D ita productive 

methods. 'lhat is ott the record, too, (Laughter) 

Q. Mr. President, that CCIIIIIittee ot the tour Cabinet Ottioers is to atw\;r 
• 

the whole cotton si tnation ald not merel7 New Engl.aD!f 

'lHE PRl!SIDENT: Oh, J'e&. 

Q. Is there aD¥ truth in the report that J'OU are going to eeD4 a bODU _.,_ 

ass to Oongrese? 

mB PBliSIDD1'1': Rot that I k:Dow at, 

~ Are rw so1Da to ead U1 oil me .. aget 



IJIII PiiBltatz llot tbat I 1a1o1r fit. 

~ Ia t!ulre ~ solJia to be 4ou to plaoe replatiOD fit aU toa. fit 

taupo:rtation in the Interetate 0• roe Co t aaiODt 

'lEI pRBSmDts Well, I han thoasht so. I think it oqht to be. I thiDII: 

I s.tate4 that a~ bact in 1932, in 'l1tf Salt Lab Oiv apeeoh. I don't 

belieTe we can 41tterenUate between 41tterat tol'IU ot tnn.po:rtati on. 

It is Dl1ch better to han a catral bod7 that will consider the rel.a-

tin problems ot all to:rms ot transportation. ot course, in seetiJI8 

that, you run up against the special interests ot in4h1.dual tJPes of 

transj)ortation. A lot ot the aviation people look rather aslcaDce at 

having the Interstate Commerce Commission, which Jcnowa mare about ~ 

• 
railroads than about aviation, having aDJthing to do w:1. th aviation. 

They would like to be re~lated by aviation people. 

'!be shipping people would not want to be regulated by aviation, 

they would want shipping people. But, atter all, the subject is ao 

coordinated -- water transportation, inland canals, tt.inga 11ke tbat -

I don • t believe it is the wrong theory or principle to have them all 

embodied in one body. They can see the relative merits better than 

it you have a whole lot ot unrelated commissions. 

Q. The reason why I asked that question is because coordination seems to 

be apparent to everybody else except on the Hill wbere they are pro-

posing a Mar1 time Authority and an Aviati on Authorl ty. 

'lEE Hm:l!DENT: I Jmow. Well , I don't thinlc I have changed rq thought ot 

~ Rave you decided when you will send your transportation message? 

'lHE PRESIDnlT: Not any particular date. Some time, I suppose, in the Dext 
' 

couple ot weeks. 

Q Has Secretary Hull subm1 tted as yet the State Depa.rtment report on 

neutrality? 

'.tilE FRESIDBH'l': :tlo; I don't think he is going to. I don't Jmow. 



' t111r , .. b ,., • a ZIJII' .. tiMr wu • tM cttrr .., .... , t111r .. , ... , .. 
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ml PRIMIUB'I llo, tbh 3Ut :related to oottcm t«nU... 

Q. I woD4e:recl if on this cWMr lllltter, 70U ou 11ft the tax on ou oo :11111rf 

ml ~DIRT: TCN IU8D 11ft1Dg the prooese1DC tax without 11ipoAJI8 uaotUr 

text It is DOt a .c88e ot litt1DS, 1t is a cue of ptti.Dg a nbeUtute, 

&Dd it you get a substitute tor one tax there will be a substitute for 

nery tax, and you know how popular that will be. 

Q. Will you talk on the Copel.aDd-Bland Ship Subsidy Bill? 

'l!m P!USIDINT: I am not in a position to. I have got it in the basket. 

Q. On transportation again, it regulation should be centralized in the Icc, 

do you beline that statutory reorganization. of the Camad.esion would 

be necessary, or that the COIIIIIission could adapt i taelf? 

'lBE PRJ!SIDENI': '!hat is a debatable question. · I ·am not famillar enough 

w1 th it. You bad better check w1 th CongresamaJl BqburD.. He thinks the 

.present statute.,,is sufticien~ broad to allow th-. to reorpniz. 

to take care ot all methods ot transportation. Othar ~eople think . . 
" that legislative authority 1e needed to give them the right to reorpnize. 

ot course, that brings up a question which is DOt a fright~ 

important one but 111Q' take a week's debate 1D the Senate - don't sq 

that on the record -- 88 to whether 1t should be a ,.,..u ar colllllis81on 

or a oolllllission ot the same size o~ a larger c0111111ee1on. 1hat 1a a 

~DC that the colUJIIDiete could write oolWIIILI about because perecmal-

i the are involved. Aotua1}7 1 t is ot very, VCJ -11 iJqporMDae u 

to whether it is hu4led by six or e1 ght people or elnen or fifteen pa.~:tplL• 



' Ia n• ot tiiU , • ...,. _. r...sat- at.ttoa, ~~an ,_ ....... to 

.., •'-t ll:lell:l .. pol1 Uoe •t ot Hl1ett 

'l!IIIR*'DUh llo, ao.,t n 1d.U U7 to kMP poUUoe o.at ot rellot. 

Q D14 70'1 uaoua tho Ool.t ouot 

1BI PBISI:mfts Ool tt 

Q Colt. 

'1BI PRISIDilll's :lxupt the Sooretur ot Labor said that th87 were gotUq 

on well aD4 hoped to got a eottlement qu1oJtl7. 

Q AJITthiq about work relief p~f 

'IHE PRESIDENT: No, noth1q at present. 

MR. S'roRM: 'lll•nk rou, Mr. President. 

(The Press CoDterence adjourned at 4.15 P. ~ ) 



... 

OCWIJ&BAL 
PJ Ill OQid'_....e flta, 
..,_Un otfto• at the 'lhlte Bo\we, 
jprU U, 1V3S, 10.<60 A. M. 

, 

~ (Mr. StOl'll) We oame well equipped with paper am penoile todq. Stwe 

(Mr. Ear~) warned us last night. 

ml PBESIID!Bl'a We will get out the cigarettes am sit back IUid talk. 

KR. DCHALDSOB: All in. 

mE PRBSiilllfl': Well, what 1s 'tbe news? 

Q. 'lhat is what we want to knO'Ifo 

Q. We heard that a new ambassador has been appointed. 

'IRE PRI!SIDEN'l': Rot to 1117 knO'Ifledge. 

Q. 'Ihere is a big piece in t he Post- ('l'be Washington Post) yesterdq that 

~c (Mr. Mcintyre) is ambassador to the cotton men without portfolio. 

'lEE ~Dm'l' (laugh1Dg): Well, k:nowi%18 Mae, you know that he is goiDg 

down t o that party. 

Q. Mr. President, it you are not goi%18 to make any announcement about the 

relief bill, may I ask a question that Jll81' clear up somethiDg in our 

minds? What part are you personally goiDg to plq in the admini'st:ra-
•• 

tion or this bill? 

'lEE PlUSIDPNT: 'Ihe best answer is to read the Constitution • . 

Q. I haven't it with me. 
I 

mE PRESIDENT: In other words , don't believe fish stories. 'Ihe constitution 

sqs that I am the head or the Executive Branch ot the Government. 

I suppose that answers it partl.7. I th1Dk the rest ot the an.wer will 
t- ' • • 

came to you when I tell you the next step in the Works Reller pro-

gram because it all ties in tosether. I thiDk the.u you will see e:m-

aot.q where I tit in. I thiDJc you were told that there will be a serba . ... 



tJt ----·· l .. ti'Jilla to ... *• ~ - ... , .. JIII\IU• 

u • 'ldlole will 11114...wa! 1daat u u aU oaat. ~ beo••• ot 

tu 4ellatu b tu a-te IUI4 JIGUe u4 ~ banu• 4t the tool 

atorlu 1Ja 'ile Preas, tare is • rather ooDfual4 bp:reeaion on tu 

pari at the pubUc. It 1• a perteotl.J' o1'4erl)- prool4ure, the ue ot 

thia tour b1Won 4oll.ars. It 1e not tin billion 4oUara U 1e jut 
~ 

tour billlan dollars. Aa I ban said before, the tipre ti'n t-.ps 

misht be called the "intake" bureau, an application bureau IUid iDtol'-

DBtiOD. bureau, eo that people will know where to go. Aa I said 1D 

laat D1ght'a statement, that division ot applications aDd information 

will reoeiTe not o~ the new projects that people haTe to suggest, 

but also a great IIIIUlY, seTeral billion dollars worth ot suggested 

GoTerD~Dent proj eots brought 1D by ditterent departments or su.ggestecl 

trom the outside.. I suppose the easiest way to do it is t o bore :V<Xl 

to death b;r reading to :rou a the-page list, which 'll1A7 not enn be 

complete, ot projects that may be constructed UDder authori t)" ot the 

!margeney Relief Jwproprio.tion Act ot 1935. 'lhe;r tall into -- they 

are llatecl here -- about ei sht different headings. 'n1e t1rst heading 

is highwa;ra. I think this appeared i n the Congressional Record, al-

though I am not certain, and it i t has not there is no reaaon wq it 

should not be mimeographed just tor ;rour guidance. It ahows the wide 

n.riet)" ot work that can be carried on. Let me read rou two or ~e 

ot these eight h8adings to gin rou an idea. Ulloder "1111h!!U• roa4a, 

atreeta u4 p4e crosaiy elbd.natian• ,-ou han the tollow1118 pot_.. 

Ual actidties: 

"Aoquiaitlon ot land, anr interest thereiA, u4 



..,,_, 
te t., ..a nile en·ttap, ••· 

Gllillii..ettaa fill awtee to a'f014 .....-tet ....... 
I j:llll M£ "1\18 
faa to ••t, teeter, ad aeooii4U7 l'Oada 
IINie OI'Oisi .. eltwln•Uou 

BtiJ Ql 

• 

CJNUai, len"M41P1Dc end HlmtWoaUoa 
Pu~ ... 
Raeaaaaoucm ot exln1na 1"4• o:roaatq atzutana 
~ • ..UMMMe, wlclnhc, exteutcm, 111»1'0'1' s•t 

8D4 relooatton of llisblhll•• :roeda, aU..ta, oaa...,-a, 
pu~a. app:roaohea ud other tratnc tac111 Uea 

~·· . 

that are not big aoqh 1io be cluaed u llipWIQ'a, 

"S1dewallas, paths am 81Uers 
Stzteeta 
Cout:ruction ot tac111 ties to ml tigate e:d.atiDS haserdl 

to pedeatrian or Teh1cul.ar tratnc 
SUnqa aDd pl.au tor projects UDder this geDeral clae&-

1t1cat1on• 

You see, there are al.l ldDds of factors that come in the·re. Let's tab 

tar 8TJIDIPle -- well, somebody al~s aaka about wb1 h collar .,rkere. 

Here is one subdivision, "Assistance tor lduoational, P%'oteaalo:aal an4 

Cle~cal Persona.• 

UDder that heading you have this: 

"'l!lis geural class 1a intended t o giTe empl07J118nt to ' 
large DWIIben . ot proteaaioDAl. aDd clerical. workera 
on the relief rolls, such a s : 

Arl project. 
Cbarta and graphs 
Dr&DIIltica• 

What 11 that n• word that was iDTentedt 

Q BooDdoggl1q. 

mB PRESIDENT: '!hat 1a right, booD4oggl1J18• 

"Education work such as student aid, adult education, 
workers' education, litC'&CJ' claaaea, IDI1'8G'J' 
aoboole, TOOdiOAal train1D& end rellab11Uation 

Ulppiag 
Bua1Dc all4 other publi o health ..,rk 
Ol'oheatru 

'Dlere 11 a olluoe tor the lh1 te House ~et. 



·~o •ta41u.• 

Those are noD-federal projeota. 

"(To tall within this clua, it 1a DOt D.80NMJ.'7 
·that the State, Terr1to17, Poaaeealon, Dlatrlot 
ot Colambia, the sub41't'111on at: I.PD07 thereof, 
or the public bo~ contribute e.zrt mDlN 1D 
order to rader the eame aa a DOD-federal project.) 

"Airports 
Audl torlUDIB 
Bridges 
Camling ot garden products and agricultural eoiiiiDOd1t1ee• 

t hat is to take care ot people on the local rellet l'Olls, in other wordl 

the unampl<JTables --

"Daalia 
Demoll t1 on 
Drainage 
Eradication and contl'Ol ot disease bearers, peats 

and polaonCNB plants 
Flood CODtl'Ol 
Hospitals 
Incinerators 
IrrlgatloD 
Le.Dd110aping 
Land acquisition 
Lnees 
Malaria control 
Market a 
New conetructton or imprOTement or maintenance ot 

public properties or publicly owned tac111t1ea 
Part bu1l41Dgs 
Planrounb 
Project• tor the seneration, prodw)tion, tran....S eaton 

or 41atr1buUon of electric .. l'lr in ton IID4 utMm 
areu 



PU11o ..,,a .. 
~-- ._II •UUU• 

• 

~ ...... d .. .a U.Wllldl• ot -.rlldw.l 
o1 nau .. ar Jl'll•u .-not or ot otaa• .a nllltt.• 

BeoiW.Ucmal tacd.U UN 
Bllel'lo1N 
SUltaUoa 
Soboolr 
SIU•belp ooopentlYee s__.....,.,_. 
Sonnp 41IJIOQ1. 
SewiDS ~car 
Swi.tDS poola 
'1'e:riii1Dal tao ill ti ee 
Warellcaaee 
l'ater couern.t1on 
Water llus 
Water works 
Wells 
Wate~ and navigation aids 
.AJ:tr projects of a character heretofore constructed or 

carried on e1 t.her directly by public author1 t7 or w1 th 
public aid" . 

Now, I have only read t o you three out of eight different headings_ 

but it giTes you an idea of the trmn.eDdous scope of the program. 

~ What are the chapter headings? 

mE PRES[DEtli': 'lbe first heading 1s "Highwe,ys, roads, streeta m:'l gre.de 

crossing elimination,w 

~ .AJ:tr proposed major project would baTe to clear 'through We.l.ker (Mr. !'raDk 

c. Walker) before finall:r coming through you? 

'lhey go h through him. 

Q. 'lbey llllSt go tbrough him before they come to you? 

'lEE PREDB:NT: ot course 8'Yentuall:r they oome to me, 

'lhe second subdi 'Y1 sion is : 

"RDral reb&b11Uat1on and relht in stl'1oken&frcultural. 
arou, Uli water oouenation, DC waier 
UYG"rion u.4 impUon u4 reo_ em . 

UDder that hea41ng come, IIJblril Rebablli t&tion, w "'Dnl ID4uatl'1al 

tura1. aree.a, w •Prosecution ot 1101'k pojeota tor 4!!!1!!to pG"aou 



''nnl ...... 
!MM u. all ...... t._ - l .. , ta~an an tov or tl•• or 

ta wa4er ..U ou ot •••• (bnfS._). 

'ae th1ft ba~q la 

Q. Doea aoil eroelOil 0011111 111. Ge aeoQDil oDet 

Now, JOG%' ~1'4 be..U.DS 11 "RRiNl lD.eotriftoaUOD," whlohlu .o 

aubd1rtlion beoaue U 11 all one Mabjeot. 

'Dle tourth ~a41DS 1e "Bouaiy.• ~t 1e tor low-ooet h.oui111C ill 

urban and :rural areas . 'Bla t includes reoondi tion1DS and remodel.ilag. 

'lbe t1tth headiDS 1s the white collar one that I haTe read -­

"Assistance tor Educational, Professional and ClC'ical Peraona.• 

'Dle sixth headiDS i s "CiTil1an Conaer.ation Corps," which has a 

l o t ot subheads under it. '!he reaaon I hesitated a 1110111en t on soil ero-

· aion, tar example , i s t hat 1t 1e reall7 a question as to whether that 

does not partl7 bal.ong under CCC, because the CCC bo7s will do a TCT 

large part of the s oil eros ion 110rk although the objec·tin ot soil 

eros i on falls under t he other heading. 
' 

On the seTent h (heading) "Loans or grants, or both," -- that 1B 

the one I read tor poll tical subd1T1 si ons. 

The ~ighth (heading) , whi ch also includes loil erosi on, t he title 

ot the eighth heading 1s "Sanitation, preTention at soil erosion, pr .. 

vantion ot stream pollution, sea coast erosion," .,_ that is t o ke_, 

your taTor1 te beach trom washing awa;r during the winter time -- "retar­

eatat1on, forestation, flood control, r1Ters alld harbors and lld.aoel-

laneous proJecta.• 

Well, that giTes 70u an i dea ot the scope ot the .,rk. 

Now, I am tl'11DS to take these up in an arderl7 WB7• no &>ea tile 



•• llt en, 1'1 "r• Ia tM ••awtut Jlll't ot tld.a ,uM•l•r ~ 

.......... Ia ... jw«p ••• Do ....... woM •• •11Mke4 .. tlaat 

u4 St.n (llr. ~) laa a wtzUQIIIIJM4 OOPJ ot tld.a (h41oaU .. MJr 

ot rele .. e). It Ia, at l ... t, a .,u .. nu .. tv ,_. 

!!ae 'lftUuT Dep~ - I woul4 DOt tan all thia 40ft 1» .. 

oau•· Stne baa thia oop1e4 tor JOU• In the 'nl'euui'J' D~t tile 
> 

tollowiq agao1•• are in?OlYe4 - ' resnl•r apnc1 .. ot the acw .... t s 

Obrtouaq, thq ban to ban a lot of people to handle it i .n that 

bureau. 

"Office or· the Treasurer of the United States: Prepara­
tion ot ohsclcs for p811ng all eq,lo,-ees." 

That takes a lot or people. 

"Bureau of CUstoms: Clerical help for preservation of 
records." 

~t is a project. 

"Bureau ot Internal Rnenue: Clerical help in connection 
w1 th increasing tax collections." 

That is a project. 

"Bureau of El!gra'fing alld Printiy: Printing checks tor 
paying works program BIIIPlOTees. 

"Bureau of Public Health Service: Superrtsion of certain 
projects dealing with public health. 

"The Coast Guard: Coast Quard stations and cutters. 

"Prowuremeut D1 rtsion" --

because one of the very important factors in this is superrtaion of 

purchasing tor a large proportion ·or all these jobs aDd also construe-

tion of public federal buildings. 

"BBlreau of the Budget: Superrl.sion of i41111Distrat1Ye per­
aonnel 8114 n:peDdi't;Ju'ea. 

, 



' 

'BI8 1rat" DIJU'' nt - II1JI4 ;., *•• ue .U aS..U.. .. ,.at .. 
ttt tlle Ocw...at -- tbat 1a the po1Jlt I a tr,11ta to .az 

1!1: 8QG"ri810A ttt 
-~liilUIII!i•• nooutneUoa 

ttt 'JmU41np u4 other lllprw-t• 1A 111.11**" 
Nelll'ftti.ou, po•t•, torte, out>•, o-terlee, or 
tort1t1e4 areas. 

Projects rel.ati~~g 
~~;, oontl'Ol 8114 ot.bllr _,n-

m111 tar, opel'lltions now UDder the Sllperrteion at the 
Ghlet ot l!:Dglneer• • 

• 

ftl)EJ?AR'lY!:Hl' OF 'lBE Nt\.VY: Projects tor new bu1ld1Dgs, re­
conatl'l1ot1on of buildings 8D4 other improYfiiiBnts in 
naval resenations, work at yards aDd docke, etc. 

~General Land ottice: Clerical help tor presenation 
ot records in laDd office. 

~Bureau ot Indian Attairs: Projects on Indian lleservat1ona · 

"Office or Eduoation: Clerical aasist&.JIOe in connection 
with educational research. 

"Geological Survey: Topographic DBps. 

"Bureau of Reclamation: Irrigation and reclamation pro­
jects. 

"National Park Serrl.ce: Projects tor roads, tire lanes 
8!14 other d8'Yelopments of national park areas. 

"Soil Erosion Serrl.ce" --

that has to go on as we get these new areas deYeloped. 

"Office at lbierimmt S:tationa: Projects tor buildings 
8D4 grou.Dds ot agrioulwral experlmct stations. 

,. 

"Bureau of llgrioultural :BooDOIId.cs: Clerical help in con­
nection w1 th agrioulm resee.roh. 

Projects relating to preYen-



Jilft.1Mte Nl&UJII to .. SIMwp 
2'1.1uela ~-. 

I peas Denn:y (Seoretery Roper) will get eome .one;y out ot this before 

he is through --

"Bureau ot Air O•Ei ewce: Airport projects. 

"Bureau ot the Censua: Projects similar to those U8U8li;y 
perto:rm.d b)" the Bureau ot the Census. 

"Bureau ot Fisheries: Projects relating to deTelopmant at 
na~ oul. 'ture." 

Far instance, eradicaUng the oyster disease 8JI4 thinga Ute that. 

"Bureau ot Labor Statistics: Statistical projeota relat­
ing to lAbor, -,pl~llt, aD! prioea. 

'l!len :rou come to a whole lot ot other 41Y1dou ot the OOYe:r~~~~~et, 

all lll)ft ar leal oOJmeoted. 

PQ'-



-.at ot • ua•ttoa el•'• to l~all aJ.ar•• ...... 
JllfP I 

Proj eota rel.atlDg to the . 
l'ID:IMI .. Tallq .ADtborl tJ • . 

Relief problema 

"lQI!RODICr OOHSIINA'fiCI'i IOU: Conduct ot the Ch1l1an CoDo­
serTat1on Corpa.• 

Now, right there you will see at once that there are -- I ha'f'e not 

counted them up -- abou~ tUt)o or sixt)o probable agencies ot the Qoy.-Jlo-

raent who are goiDg t o carry on this work. So the great bulk or the warlc 

will be carried on b:y existing agencies. 

Q What does housiDg co1218 uDder? 

'1m PRESIDBNT: I am com1D8 to that in. a m1nut~. 

Now, we have sane oTer that first list of possible projects I 
. 

read aDd we haTe apne OTer the second list, ahowiDS the exi&t1D8 

Qonrmnent agancies that are capable of carr;yiJIS on the work apd what 

do we find? We f ind that with three exceptiona in all this en.ormoua 

list -- in o~ three oases do we need to set up new agencies. Now, 

that is a Yflr:T 1nterest1Dg thiDg. 

Well, put it this wa;y& I suppose there are on that first list, 

I suppose there are 200 olaaaiticat1ons ot work and all but three ot 

them can be done b;y enatiDS QoyerDIII8nt agencies. Now, what are tM 

three that we haTe to set up, the new agencies? 'lhe tirat 1a to tab 

care ot the DeW problem ot grade crossin&~~• How, the Bi-1187 Bul'ea 

• 



bu. Dlpl ' •t flit ~edtu. IIU .,...,. ~ * 11A• a•n••r 
at~ to tbe nat.. A8 a •"- flit tu,, .. llaft 11ft Mia ,.. 

n41Jia teclenl .on~~r t~ anA• o:ro .. tn... ~ ••• ~ , .. ...,.,.. 
~ .,. at the .. , .. , ud not eftD all ot the atatu, ., the PMft1 

~t u tbat at the prNent U• we will ••t up a On4e c:rou1na 

xu.snauon Dinaion in the Banau ot Bl&tln;r• ot • DlputiiMat ot 

'Dle eeooll4 ot the tbree relatoa to the p:robl• ot l'UI'al ruettl~ 

mat. Aa you know, •• ban bad three or toar different agODCba worlD-

iq 4ul'iq the past year, •ery largely on I1Jl e:xper1118Dtal basis on 

1'U1'al houaiq. Well, ot coul'8e, 1'U1'al housing falls into a groat IIIBD1 

ditterent categories and different departm.uts han e:xperilDented with 

the different categories and sometimes they bave - - you will tind two 

departments go1q aloq the Nlllllt tJpe ot work. 'Dleretore, I em Fina 

to call it Rural Rosettl8111111Dt. ~t involYes l"UJlDing it dOim the 

scale -- the 1Dd1Tidual family who is in I1Jl impossible location at the 

pre.aent time, trom the point ot view ot mald.ng both ends meet, re-

settling him on a place where he can 1118ke both ell4s uet -- that is 

the iDdi Tidual case. Then you cCIDe down to the 118%1: caae, which 1a 

the resettlement ot a group ot people who wet to mo•re aut or a loca-

t1on and F somnhere else. Well, a very gOOd eDIII,I)le ot that 1a the 

tamillea up in the Northwest who flocked 1D all4 besged to be allolred 

to go up to Alaska and start lite ann in Alaaka. Then, the third 

example is. the case ot the -- I have forgotten the techD.ical term tar 

it, the brolcu-dcnm conm•nS ty where all the industries have lett --

what 1s the WOl'd tar 1 tt 

Q St1'11Jlded cmnt»1 tba. 

'ml PRISLlml'l': YN, atru4ecl OO!W!"' ties. We will _,.. t~a• to a better 

r 



Jl•• "II N ._ 'lllU M -'1e to to a 1&1 '• -•E&att f/4 ta , ... 

at tile - U.. 4o • o.taia -·mant ot ,..,_Vial ws to .-. ND ........ 
Daa, ~ tounJI tn»e 1• nat we oall tM .. talll te o1 v -- 1a 

otbG' 11'01'48, RG'e JOU ban a aerlw. ala ood tloa 1ll .U ol v ..a, 
1utee4 of Mriq tua wt of .u ·~ 'bat te~1D8 t~aa 1a the o1 v, 
a lot of thna 1fOUl.4 llke to so Ollta14e the o1 v ad a tart a ... o:OII._ 

DiV where the7 will hu·e a certain 81110\Ult ot laDd, enough f~ a Pl"4-. 

'1!1~ 1100ld mt be farmera but at the Mile tS.. the7 'WOUld baYe 1DI:aLIIU!l• 

ao that it would be a smell ci v 1n Uaelt. How, all of that, the 

actual -.,rk, lies outside at cities aDd therefore comes UDder tM • 
. . 

geatral term of rural resettlement, and I am aettiq up a DeW dirtaion 

to telce care ot that. That will be beaded by the Under Secretary of 

.Agl'ioul.ture, Mr. 1\lpell. 

Q Pardon me, will Ml'. 'l\18Well tab care of all rural resettlement? 

'IBE PR!SIDl!N'l': Yes, all rural reaettle1118nt, except that there is one a;-

cept1on in there, which 1s a matter to be worked out w1 th rell ef. It 

ia the case of the man who needs to be .restarted where he is now. In 

other words, a small loan, a caw and a ffiW pigs and a ffiW chickens and 

a f• tools and maybe a mle would get that fellow started again in 

the aaat place he i a now. We have ;not decided yet whether that re-

mains UDder what ia left at the Relief Adminia tration or whether U 

will so in this DeW divieion, but that ia a ver7 small thing. 

Q. I UD4erst&D4 that this new dhiaion will take our the enatiq SUb-

siatence Homestead and all other agenciea7 

'lEE PRB3IDIN'l': Yea; 1 t has been t~ scattered, as 7ou know. SUbaht.ae 
lP&IU U 

Hoautateada han been doiq 1 t, IIIRA baa bean doiq U, AAJ.. llaa had 



.. 

.... t t ... b .. ,u ... 
v 

' Wtiill tbt •• a_. Unalaa 1a tile AlftRl,taal DIIU' •t 
Bl ; ·~~ Bo, jut a .. unaloa. I cto 110t aa. __.. lt 1lll1 H. 

' '1111 ._ 111 ooaU•e u UD4er S.Oretu, ot Acl'ladtlll'et 

... ... '.. . ' " s Oil, re•· 'Daa, Bo. 3 -

Q (laterpoaiac) 'Daat uw 4inaioa WOQJ4 r..la UJI4er tbe j'll1"1aUot1oa ot 

the Departmaat ot .Agrioulture, woal4 it DOt! 

'IBI : Well, :rea ad DO. Ill other warda, it will be Wider 'ni&Welle 

Be will be rqpoulble aDd the Secretar:r ot .Agr1 ~lture won't. U 

1e to be his oh114. 

Q. Will this require confirmation by the Senate? 

'1m: PH!SIDl!m': No. (Laughter) 

Q. Are we to UDderstand tbat the taking care ot the white ooll.ar people will 

bring a great Jli8JI1' into the existing 888DCies ot tlw Qon:r~nt and 

that they mu.st be e~aDded t o do all this wor~ 

'!BE PRmDl!UT: In other words, is the Gonrnment pay roll @Ping to go up 

enol'IOOUsly? 

Q. Yes, that is it. 

'IBE PRlrSI DENT: No, t he Qonrnmant pay roll is not goiDg to go up, unleea 
/ :rou s ay that enry man t hat i s paid out ot t his fQU' billion doll.ars 

. 
1a a Gcwermuent taplOJ'ee, wb,ich i s not quite fair. In o ther words, 

it :rou "11Ut to build a sewer and :rou put a thouaem men to 110rk diS&ina 

the sewer -- now, the:r are mam1al laborers, but :rou baTe to haTe •~ 

body who will keep the aooounta aJld do the olerloal work. We take .. 
that person ott the relief roUe 8lld the:r are jwat u soh a putt ot 

the relief job aa the tellowa aotuall7 diglng the 41toh. In other 

words, we are not FiDS to inoreaae the aonrDMat pq roll. 

Q. 'Dlere will be an inoreue in the acJministrat1Te J)8)' roll, will there aott 



- ...._, WID, tat S8 a,_. ~ MlW. 

' !lllr wU1 ... tllll&l' I 'r tt. tile ~_, 

Bl I Jllal'~ aU, td.tla ftZ7 t• ao_,ttou, ...,14 be piOJle fltt 

l'eUet. 

people to b•D4le olleobt 

(l 'Dl.,. will be a441Uou to tile present 'P4'1 roll? 

ml PiiJSll'llll'l'S No, theJ' will DOt. ~t 11 eaotJ.7 the pobt. 'Dl.,. ab~4 

DOt be couidered u put ot tile p8l'IIIUIDt pq roll ot the 0cwRJ1181lt. 

'lher are part at this tcur b1lllon dollue. 

~ 'lh.,. are a project? 

'lEI PRISimN'l's AJid as soon as the project 11 done, th.,. I!P too. 

'l!m PRf!Slilli'lll': Oh, I haTe DO idea , but Tflr71 T«ry fiiTU!lle lt 1e Tf47 ••Ue 

~ Will he parUo1pate 1D the other rural rehabU1 tat1on projeotst 

'!HE PRESIDB:N'l's '!bey a.re all i n this. What do 700 meant What other? 

Q Like soil erosiont 

'l!m PRESIDJNr: No, that is not rural rehabilitation. 

Q He won't han llD)"thing to do with that? 

'l!!E PRI!iSl:-IlJ.NT: No • 

ADd the thiq 1a TV,. 11111oh neede4, a new 41T1a.1on 1D oharp ot 

the program ot rural electr1tioat1on. The OoTerDment hal J»Ter doJ» 

aqthing like that before and I han not mde up • 1111114 u 1ID who 

will head it. Probably 1 t will be a aeparate 41 T1e1on, DOt uDilv aDJ 

~ WW tlaat be like the 'l'fAt 

'Dlia 11 J1INlT a e4uoaUoul thlq. 



ld.u101l ia a quui-ju41o1al ~. 

~ Han ;you lllt.de up ;your lld.nd who will head the Orde 0%-oaeiDs mtmtuaUCIIIl' 

'lml PR!SIIIItll': I do not mow ;yet. 

Q. Who han ;you in mind tor thia Rural Electritioation? 

'lHE FRISIIIIB'l': I han not talked to a.JQ"b~ about it. I han 110bocJ7 in 

mind as ;yet. 

~ On ;your Grade Crossing Di Tis ion, it will work UDder MacDonald at 1he 

Bureau ot Public Roads? 

~· 'lHE P:lm3IDEN'l': Yes, it will be a diTision under MllcDonal4. 

so, ;you see, tbose are the oll.l7 three· diTillions created, the 
. 

Rural Electrification, the Rural Resettlement aD4 Grade Crossinea. 

Q. Will low-cost housing remain UDder Secretar;y Ickes' 

'!HE IRl!SIDm'l': It will remain UDder Hackett. 

~ And Mottett' s setup will contim1e as it tws been, except tor a ch&.Dget 

'lHE PRESIDENT: !lottett's setup? 

Q Yes. 

'!HE :mESIDlllTT: '!bat hasn't an;ything 1X> d_o w1 th .this -- that is a financial 

setup. 

Q What part does tbe President ot the United States pl~ in thi·a thing? 
, 

'mE FRESIDml': Exactly the part that I pla;yed in the $3,300,000,000. 

Q AI. President ot the United States? 

mE PRI!SIDiiN'l': Yea. (Laughter) 

Q. Mr. President, what happens to the li'KRA and Mr. Hopkins UDdtll" thief 

nm Pkl!ISID.I!Nr: 'lbe n:RA, at course, soes on in certain tuncUons, IUch, 

tor instance, as tald.DB cere at the emplo;yablee in OO!!IP•n1 ties 'llllere, 

a1'ter thi'a program 18 soing, we ere not able to taD care at all 1be 



·--.WlorDl•• 

~ Be aUU r..i:u in ohep at whatner relief there iat 

mE PBJSIDliR'l't T• llDil, of cou.rae, relief, as noh, la taperiDS ott. b 

non-dole en4 ot relief 1a b.S.na tre.neterre4 to this program. 

Q. 'l!lere will be no work relief in the li'BRAt 'lbat 1&, the wark project. 

will be taken up by separate apncleet 

'IBI£ HU:SIDEN'l': Well; there are certain things that ma:y come up -- that 

~ be taken up. lor eX8mple, we have 100,000 women today wbo a.re on 

work relief 118king uattresses and doing all kiDde ot sewing. ~87 

are making cotton clothes tor the destitute and sheets and thiDSS ot 

that kind,, edging blankets, and these 100,000 women are being :ron by 

one at the divisions in FERA. at the present time. Probably we have 

to look atter these 100,000 women until they get private work and we 

will probably contbue that division, because they han been handling 

it in a satisfactory way, rather than transfer than to some nsw agency. 

'!here are a tew things like that that may be kept going. 

Q. Will Mr. Hopkins' division become rela tively less important by next 

November? 

~ PRl!SIDmn': Oh, wait until you see tomorrow's and the next da;y's statemaa.t. 

~ '!he Soil Erosion Service being tran~terred tran Interior to Agriculture __ ........._ 

won't TUgwell handle that part ot soil erosion? 

'lEE :mESIDENl': Only the tact that he is UDder Secreta17 ot A8riculture. It 

does not come under this DiTiaion ot Rural Reaettlemea.t. 
I 

Q. What becomes ot slum clearance? 

THE PRI!Slllm'r: 'lbat stays where it is, under Yr. Bacbtt. 

Q. PWA? 

'IBB PR15III.m': UDdC' Hackett. 



·o_.. . ot nr'"''Da aot1TU1M - wbat nae• 111ll ~ noeint 1'111 

thq be ooap&I'Ule to tb~• who are -do iDe •bd.lar wort ~" DOW! 

'lBI riWII.IRl't I do not kDow; I ha•• not thOQibt abOQt 1 t at all. 

Q. m.t becomes ot the Pllbllo Worta A4m1nhtrati.on \lDder tbb nw setupt 

'1HE PRI!SIDEN'l': 'D187 continue exactly what tb.e7 are doing now. In other 

words, the Ci t7 of Louiaville puts in a reque•t for a sner and the,-

" s~, -we can pa,. far 1 t at such and euch a rate ot interest our 

auoh and such a number of ,-ears." And that go .. right where it goes 

toda,.. 

Q. '!he only thing there being Subs istence Homesteads? 

'DIE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q. Does t hat go thrrugh Walker first? 

THE PREDJ!Nl': Yea, 1t all olears through there , alld t he:r are to be l1Md 

up by areas. 

::.. Well, a very good e:mmple was -- I won't mention 8.D;Y names --

somebody came i n the other di!G" w1 th a project tor a perfectly good 

dam, flood control, irrigation, et cetera, a project that coat 

$36,000,000. Well, t he tirst objection was that it would take three 

years t o build it, so t hat that Tiolates one ot the canons rigbt away. 

lfe cannot g1•e $36,000,000 because that would tie up ~thirds of it, 

. " $24,000,000 i nto t he naxt :rear. What we are tr,ing to do 1a to put 

people to work. And the a eo oDd thine it rtolated was that there are 

not enoup unemployed to apeDd the $12,000,000 in that one :rear. 

Q. UDder that premise, do :you eliminate this proposed croae-Flarida ship 

canalt 

'lEI PRESIDliH'l': I do not know; we han not studied 1 t from that point ot 

Tin ~t. That is one ot the thlnp we are Fins to do • 

• 



~ W. to JOQ ID uo.t Mlftl. .. - fl rl Hllet aU. to jeNt .. 1dU .. ,.~ .... , 
... ·~ ·.. . ~ 

. 
Dll Jllhfii!!Ufa 'Diat onpad .. rr. pnaat rellef rolla 11111• J'I8A al, 

ot ooar .. , the7 are oombiq tlaall pretv oaretll~ IIDil elill1aat1JI& a 

lot ot u.ae• tllat ban no ript 1D be on the relief roU.. O.e n 

set what lllipt be called a certified relief roll -- take IIQ slnn 

area, the D1str1ot ot Columbia: we haTe a oert1t1ed relief roll cd 

ths Dbtrict CCIIIB1ssioners ban two apprond project. 8D4 the Federel 

OoYernment has another two approTed projects in the District of Columbia. 

Both of them f!P to somebod7 that we set up here who will be in charge 

of that relief roll, and both t .he District people who are doing the 

project and the Federal people who are doing the project go to him and 

say, "I want so lll8.ll;1 men of such and such a t)'p~ and the man in charge 

of the certified relief roll prOTides the men to the project within 

the area. 

Q. Tbis certified relief roll, are 70u going to get that as the result of 

the census or something of that · sort? 

'mE PR]3Il)!N'l': Well, they are practically CO!IIlleted now. 'lhey will be all 

done by the sUI'IIIIertime. 

Q. Are you ready to go just aa soon as 7ou get. 7our organization set up?­

'IHE PRESIDENT: Ready t o f!P, except, of course, it would not be correct to 

say that eveeybody will be at work next Monday morning. 

Q. But, I mean, the projects are approved? 

'.!BE llRESIDENT: Oh 78S• 

Q. Do 7ou care to g1Te ~ hint as to their nature? 

'If!B PRESIDENT: Not yet. You know certain thiDgS trom 'the bill as it 

passed. You know, tar enmple, that $600,000,000 wu e81'111arked for 



000. Well, U 1a a po4 ..... ·Tw bolr, abo, tbat the PUUo Web 

• ...,"tatnt1on baa sot i!pplioation. 1A -- I th1Dk SeoretuT IOU. 

aaouoecl that awa-al U•• - tar onr a bUlicm 4olllll'a at Pl'Ojeou 

that' an been atu41e4. Well, DOW, the:N ll:N two pretty £004-slsecl 

u .. ript th.-e. 

~ Will fOU expeot the llllll1.c1pal1 Uu to put up .omething in connection 

with urban iD;)l'OTaments, like grade croninp, et cetera? 

'mE PRBSIDlm': Grade crossinga? 

Q Inside the cities, to build them at public expense? 

'lBE PRESlDENl': Yea, unless, ot course, the city W8Jlta to f!P further than 

.we do on a g1Ten grade crossing. 

Q Do :you contemplate any' change in the peroent~e ot rate on grants 8Dd 

loans in PilA, trom 30-70 perhaps to 50-50, or anything ot that kind? 

'mE PRESIDl!NT: No, we have not worked it out. It depends so much .on the 

case i tselt. It probably i s a. sounder thing i n the long run to make 

it a straight loan ot a hundred per cent, w1 thout 8JlY' grant, and then 

reduce the interest all we possibly can and extend the time ot pay­

ment -- in the long run. 

Q 'lbere bad been a proposition in the past to make it a straight matching 

proposition? 

'IHE PRl!SIDENl': No. 

Q. · Care to comment on the anti-l:ynch1Jl8 bill? 

'lBE PR!SIIII!m': No. 

Q. How many people may be attected b:y this rural resettlement proposition 

ot TUgwell? 

'IHE PRIISIDINl': How DIElD¥ people? You are a l1 ttle bit earl:y. Ask me in 

about a month. 

Q. Using the oertitied reliet rolla, will there be au;r poll tical inter-



• 
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• 
Q Ou 70U tell ua 11beth• the Balll'o..s 0001'd1D&t0l'1 1 Ott1oe 11111 be mUllet 

after 1Wl8 ld.neentb! n upirea then. 

'1'BI PRIISIDBH'I': Dou it ~ire on tbe aineentb ot :0.! I 11111 baTe ~ 

oheok on it. 

Q I will take J11!1 lunch into the phone booth. (Laughter) 

Q 'lhank you, Atr. Preaidat. 

\ 

/ 

L 



~ 
1'1' ••• ao.t ..... #ltt. 
Euoatlft otn.c• ot the White BOWie, 
.Jiprll 26, 198&, .&.00 P. II. 

ua. DONAIJ)S()lh All in. 

'lEI PRB8ltmll': You .ban all got the last ine1:ell•ant ot the aerial. 

Doea &DJbod7 want to ask: an;, questions about ~~ng that 1e not clear! 

~ Mr. President, will you talk to us a little bit about the relati'Ye 

poe1t1ons 0~ imp.ortance and otherwise or the three un1 ts, the 

Walker unit, the Ickes unit and t he Hopkins unit? As I underetand 

it, the three are on the line. 

'lKE PRESIDEN'l': Yes. In other words, the Einstein theory does not 

apply. 'lbere is no relatirtty. (Laughter) 

Q. In connection w1 ~h that question, several newspapers would lilce to 

print diagrams, it poss ible, like along the line o~ gene_alogical 

cluu'ts. Can you help us w1 th that? 

THE PRESID1ilfT: I think: so. · I thought a 11 ttle bit about preparing a 

diagram Jeyselt. I suppose I have written out on paper, in longhand, 

about ~i~ty or eighty di~~erant diagrams in the past six months. I 

have not prepared ~thing. I don't know it it is physically- posai ble 

to talk: a diagram w1 thout a blackboard, but I will try it. 
0 

Q. We will appreciate it. 

'lKE PRESIDl!Nl': I:t I were doing it I would take a piece o:t paper and at 

the bottom o~ the piece or paper I would put somewhere arOWid titt, 

or sixty little circles, all on a line. Now you baTe on the bottQn 

o~ the piece o:t paper a line ot :titty ar sixty little circles. Each 

one ot those little circles, all except three, e•h one ot them 1e 8n 

old circle. B.,.mber that. There are onl7 three JUnr circles. EaCh 



.. ot tboJe ~ • dft7 aln1•• ftJRJatl a aiJtl .. GJ:-. 

•~tt adllllliJU.UYe ..-or tOll' uta•llJ eU"''J'1aa • ae wart, ...,. 

ta1Jl QPN ot work, ot thoae olul1t1oaUou I pYe 70Q 1iU o._. 

4q, 280 or 300 ot til-. All ot tboee 280 or 300 o1ua1t1eaUou 

t1 t in~ one or IliON ot thoee t1tt, or aut, 11 tUe o1ro1ea at the 

bottom ot the page. 

'lhen, abQlt ~ up the page JOU will put tbr" big oirolea, 

aDd the one on the lett-haDd aide - beoauae thia thing -.rohN hoa 

lett ~ right on the pioture -- that ia the eu1eat •aT ot putt1ug 1t. 

(Laught.r) 
•• 

Q. ADTtbing 8)'JIIbol1of (Laughter) 

'mE PRliSIDDl': And the further right 70U go the redder it 1s. (Laughter) 

Now, that is awtul.ly contusing. isn't i tf It is perteotlJ trv.e, 

though-. (Laughter) 

Now these three big circles, tald.ng the one on the lett ot tbe 

page, into that circle there goea reoarm•D2at1ons tor project• that 

11181' originate in some ot these si~ little circles at the bottam. 

In other words, some mating ~ernment agen07 mq haTe a project. 

Well, tor example, the CCC is a little circle at the bottom. Ro 

Congres81118J1., Mayor or 8D7bod7 else originates these CCC projeota. 

'lh87 originate in the CCC orpnizat1on and tbe7 bring up the project• 

to the big circle on the lett-hand aide. 

Also. there feeds into that circle on the left-lla.Dd aide. which 

1s Walker'~r organization, projects coming trom the outa1de. Now, 

trom GoYernment organizations, lite statea or o1 ties or Congreaama. 

I don't know whether JOU would call a Congreaiiii8Jl a SI)Ter'DIII& t orpni-

zation, but I think that 1a all 1"1pt • 

• 



' 

so, 1ato a. .. ,,. eU.le, tM tinaoa ot ..,u .. uau a1 

1DtonaUoa, 80 all tlleM Pl'03•te. !!lea .. tllat OOM hoa tM 

w~e14e, 1D eJmoe~ Wfll'T oue, haYe to be retu1ecl 40111l ~ ODe ot 

~he aixv cii'Olea a~ ~he bo~"- tOI' •Wd7 IID4 1:DtOIII&tiOD, &114 tileD 

~hq go baok ~o the Walkv oii'Ole at'- that 1• 4ou. !!le oua .Ut 

originate 4own in tbe aixv cil'olea a~ ~he bottom will pi'ObabJ.7 so 
up to ~he Walker circle with tull. i:Dtoi'IIIBtion &JI4, theretQre, won't 

han to be referred back tor stu~ and intozmaUon, engheeri.q, n 

cetera. 

Then, ·out or the big circle on the lett-hand aide cCID8 a aeriu 

at enYelopes. Each regional unemployment area gets an enYelope and 

into that envelope f!P all local projects within that unemplO)'JIIBnt 

area. ADd then, or course, t_.. will have to be another enTelope tor 

What might be called genara.l projects. \fell, again, the OCO Camp 1a 

a genera1 project because it takes people from nary '"'"'111"1 t7 in 1;he 

country and spreads them all over the country. 

'lbese things go into the second circle ot which Mr. Ickes is 

Chairman and they sift them in accordance w1 t h certain necessary 

rules. I bave told you about those rules beforehand in regard to 

the projects, whether the indiTidual project baa enough direct labor 

in it, whether it will be finished w1 thin a reaaonable time, which 

ones are selt-liquidatiq and whioh are not, aD4 so forth aDl ao on, 

and whether, .in the ginn area, ell ot the suggeate4 projects will 

take up all ot the alack. 'lbat is to &Q', whether 1~ id.ll tab eT~ 

bo¢1 or reasonably eTerybody ott the relief roue. That second circle 

I call the rouDd table conference because the 14ea ot -.Jd.ng it larp 

1a that the little fellow bas a righ~ w be hear4 and it 11111 cable 

us w be fair ~o the 11 ttle projeo~a as well aa ~bl bis projects. 



• • • .._ 'tilT• .. iU1 .. • * ,..., to •• diM llilh. lwlll 

.... , .............. 'attiiS- fOI' al.l.otlllllaU, - *-• --~ .... 

. . 
u.e li•t, JOQ o--M tell, lnlt ot ooaroo ill -• ouo• tM Allot.a 

BoU'4 -- DOt "*' ouo bT u:r •n• - lnat tho .Allo'-nt Boarcl liot 

u a •-Nl PNJOOl U.on, ba.S.IIS beon o~ otalllocl, tho poaat 

u.jorl v or thea I 11111 epproYo beoauae ther will bo ill accordalloo 

111th tho pural. objooUn. 

. ~ Will they ban bMll approYod aD4 reOCIIIIIIIUido4 b:r Iota a I sroup whon tiwy 

roach JOU' 

mE P!U!SIDJNl': Yes. 'lhen, when I han IIIBde up rq m1D4 &Dd aelte tho allot-

ment in accordance w1 th the law .. _ the law sa;ra I haTe got to do tho 

allocating -- where does that approTal. or mine EPf It goes two 11117•· 
nrat, down to tbe sixty circles at the bottom. '.!hat means, to tho 

sixty circles at tho bottom, "Here 1a your project, it baa beon ap-

proTed. The allotment has been 1118.de. Got busy 81ld O&rrT it aut." 

'!hey are the people who do the 110rk. 1bat 1a authority tor th• to 

proceed w1 th the work. At the same time, a cop7 ot that list or 

allotmonta goes onr to the big circle on the right, the third bl& 

circle, which is Hopkins' circle. Thereby he 1a intol'lllllld that these 

projects haTe been act to these Tarious bureau. 

'!hen he baa UDder him certain machinery which I outlined in the 

atatemnt todq. 

'lho Bureau down at the bottom or the pago, concorDed 111 th a giTon 

project, wanto to b\11' a lot ot cement tor tho project. It @POl w 

tho ~ ottlco. Liko all the ot!ler a~ bvoau, 1 t ~·• 

"l ftiR 110 ~moll c .. nt tor thla -1"·" '1!le ~a D1rlal• 1..-

• 



• 

,_. .•.. 
: 

la the BopJr:lu o1nle, that bu to 4o wUb. the u.• flt people 'IIIlo 

ue t~~~~~loJable em the 1'011•, •tia ]IU'Uoular pi'Ojeot la lD u s lar­

mat IU'M IIUIII»G' 5'7. n ... e 11•• U8 the llat of the"" sl-ed ln 
.,., . 

tllat uea ao tllat 'llben we atari the job we 11111 set people to 1101'11: 

trom that liat." 91en the reprMutaUn of the u. s. -lOJIIlet 

Senice 1s notified 8.Dd when these people in the UD.IIIIPlO)• •t uea 

actually go to work, the tJ. s. l!blplO)'!IIeDt Serrioe man, who 1a in 

touch wit h all the private 8ll;llQ7era lD that 41atr1ct, 8878 to them., 

"'t you ne84 people alld cannot get them tor rour priTate work, rou 

can come t o the u. s. lmplQ71118nt Senice an4 we 1d.ll certify the 

people to you who are now Q&lllge4 on a Gcwer.....,nt pi'Oject. • 

Tben, finally, e't'el'J one of these lower circles, the aixtr 

circles, will report very frequently to the progress dirtsion on 

whether the j ob that has been asalgned t o them is proceeding in ao­

cordance with sch~ule because enry proj ect that comd up throush 

t he allotment dirtaion to me will ban attached to it a ·achedule ot 

the speed 111. t h which ther propose to empl07 people and the IIWiber ot 

people that th~ propose to empl07, month by month, on each job. 'lhe 

Progress Dirtalon will h.an a copy ot that and the t.Ucw at the 

bottom, in charge at the oal'1'11ng out ot the work, 11111 report nery 

week or e•ery month, depending on the particular job, to tbl Pro6Haa 

D1 rtsion as to whether he 1a 11 rtng up to his · propoaecl soheaa&le end, 

ot course, it he is not lirtng up to it, be hu to explain wbr• 

~ Does that apply alao to state projeotat 
• 



••••u I Y•--JINJ..Uwu.wetl .. ll ·tat 

Cl YM, .U • 

._ HMIIIDj I It c1oea, to t!d.a at•t• It .. lou t. wltlt- ton•• 

to tu au~ ot ... Yon 11a aooOI'tuoe wUh ne Mlleblo ot a 14 • 

that _,. llaYe t1le4 111 th ua, wbloh abon \bat ~ ~~re piq to pst 

ao -..., people to work em the nrat ot Sept=t~~r u4 ao ...,. em t1ao 

tint ot Ootoblll' u4 110 -.. on the nrat ot 1foY 'er, u4 ao em 

t!lrouaJl, we w1ll maa a lO&D to than tor that •.....- diapoeal. pl&Dt 

u4 tbq han to report to ua. It thq tall beh1D4 on that aohechale, 

we males ~at tact public, w1 th their uplanatiOD U fOU like. 'DI.at 

1a the fault or the local aub41Tision in the same 1f87 tllat U wwl4 

be the fault ot the local lederal agency, UDlesa the7 .bave a perfect~ 

good explanation. 

'l Would fOU require such a eohedllle as a pr .. nquisi te tor mald.ng a state 

or muDicipal loan? 

1HE PKBSI:I>!NT: Oh, yes. In other words, that is the o~ way we can 

find out as to the probability ot the money being apent i nside of a 

year or fourteen montha. 

Q. Will there be aJ17 tortei ture oondi tion in t he loans in case a 1111D1cipal­

i ty falls tar beh1D4 its echeclule? 

'lRB PRBSIDEm': I don't lmolf, Charlie (Wr. Hurd). 

Q. '!bat will be a 11 ttle d1tt1cuU to work ou.t. , 

'l!m PRESIIIBRT: Probab}7 it will work out a little bit the way it baa 

wcrked wt already in ~· 'lh87 haTe had a DUIIber ot caeea 'ldleH 

money• han been allotted to 1111D1cipali tie a &114 the IIIDD1c1pal.1 tiel 

baTe done nothing about it, &D4 then we .baTe CIUIOelled tllil allooaUon. 

In other words, it i• a cue ot rescinding. 

'l Mr. Pnlldent, what will be the tlrat poillt at which we can get uwe em 



••• su. ,..j .. ., I 

'JBI W.ra - 111.U - - I OtaJr the .. 1e1t _, S.. tor tM ... 

to oo. tUoa&ta a. IDtonatlOil Dlnnoa ot ., ...... -· of ooazH, 
. 

UN 1• ...Waa I WAt to ~ ott b reo01'4. It wi.U be a pu-

teotq •UJ thiDa, eepeolall7 ln the allocatlq perlo4, to IP a1"'UD4 

to eome ou of tu•• •lxV .. aoiee ot t.be OoYC"JIIIIIIlt to set a pe­

teotq sraD4 1to17 of 10Mbod7 that 11Ute4 one bu...,re4 lld.Ulon c1ollul -
aD4 onl7 tpt ten lld.Ulon dollar•. He will oolll14er that he wu soh 

110re ent1 Ued to one hUJidred lld.llion dollars than somebod7 else in 

the GoYermnct. You 11187 be able to get that sort ot ato17 from 

somebocl)o in WashiJigton wbo has possibl7 been d01n1 here tor 1111.1!7 ~ar1 

ib. ·a suboMinate poa1 t1on. You can get lots or fellows to give J'OU 

stories ot conflict and tr1ct1on between the separate departments. 

Each one, 70u know, would like to build up and it 18 a grand oppo::-

tunitT to build up hia department, even at the expellle ot the one next 

door. You will ban plent7 or opportun1 ties to write that kind ot a 

story, it 70u want to. 

I don't think those stories amount to VflrY soh because, attar 

all, it 1a onl7 hwDe.n tba t thq should t17 to do that it it is goiDg 

to help them. In 'the long run, when these allocati ona are made 1 thq 

are not going to be foolproof, but at least the7 will represent the 

judgment or a good ~ people and ws are aPing to do the best we oan. 

~ Aze 70u able to estimate about how long it wlll be before 7ou put tbue 

projects aotuall7 in operation? 

'lBK PRI!3IDim': You can't write that one. It 1a pb7aioall7 impossible. 

A elmple example 1a this: 1he COO Campa are bealDiliDS, I th1Dlc1 on 

the USth ot 1187 to start certain oolllt1'Uot1on work tor Dn o•pe• 



--
.. are tek'• tllat fillllll'• oat flit -. a~r. AMtlllll" pi'O~•t tllat z. 

qa1fte ..,.. ~ u1 .... •tmw • tbl ~· -. .. , ,a 

aar ~tows uUl hlJ'• Dlere are •UU otMN tbat Nqa1ft 

tor .,...le, wu:re 70U r.tT 110\ pt people oa the ~ob atil hll. 

'Dlere 1• ~ ft%84 date. We are go1Ds to do it w1 th nuoaule ..... 

bt ia tile oD17 pl'CIIise I caa giTe. 

he baa had ao IIIDUT to d1atr11nlte, that the;r haTe prooeNed about a 

huD4re4 ld.Uion dollars worth ot pro~eota. Will 1 t be uce•aaJ7 tor 

those proj eota to be referred to Walker? 

'lHE PRISIDKN'l': Yes, tar _thi• reason, because they haTe bee processed 

Wider the old method where we did not aak tor a schedule of the DWIIber 

of people tdlo could be put to work and the dates when the;r will go to 

work. ot course thq haTe been passed on tor uaetul.Dess and the7 won't 

han to do that again. 'lhe oJalT thiDg thq will han to check on ia 

how JII8DT people will f!P to work and wh4a. 

Q. 'Ihese .old projects han been requested on the baaia of 70.30! 

mE PRESIII!i:NT: Yea. 

Q. What bee~•• of that proposition! Do I understand rou won't haTe~·' 

-
'lHE PRI!SIDJ:Rl's It ia 1111ch better t o aTOid grants 1t we caa poaaiblJ do 

it. A good JIIBll1 will be will1Dg to go throush with it. We cu ex• 

teD4 the time of p&J'II*lt and reduce the rate of interest eo that the 
' 

anm1al out-of·poclcet to the ci t7 will be the au. Was aa UDder the 

70.30 plaa. 

~ Ban rou finished 7our oha.nf 

mB P.Rli3IDDl's I thiDk ao. 'DM ... 1eat wrq to put it 1a with the a1D7 

cirolea at the bottoa u4 tale tllNe ha.lt·wq Q tha. Jlal•• 



'Ja ... 'lfg J1 Eltbiii.Drf 

• ·4 ~•&1 • • 

Dll ftMWJIITa Be 18 ODe ot the ~. ot cOUl'ae, eo. ot Uloee 4ou • DIC 

tile 81~ will apelld an a1Ul lot at ~· ~ lu"tanoe, 000, u 

JOil all kDcw, will 8p eD4 nll O'f'er s.ix hull4re4 Dd.lliOD dollar a a4 

rn ~at ia one at tt. ad.~. 

~ Ill". Preaid•t, to get to cother topic: I Wlderatam tbat Seu.tor 

Harrison told his 00111111 ttee talat a •Jor1 't7 taTOra an exteuion ot 

lilA 1D i b present torm until March first next because th~ teel 

that a major1 't7 at the legal oases should be disposed ot tirst. 

'llm PRJ.SIDIRT: .I don't know about 1t. 

~ Has-*be application ot this PUblic Works Bill to the Islands been 

stre1gbtene4 out? 

mE PHBSIDBHl': Mr. Qruening thinks it has, but I told him to tlT to check 

with, I think it was the AttorA87 Ge:aeral -- oh, I know, the C011ptrou.r .. 

~ 'lbe Aot sqs, "the states and terri tori its and posaeaaions•. Is the 

queation that has to be looked up, does that inTolve the wa:r in which 

1t can be done most ettecti Tel7 and with leaat wute, and so tOl'th, 

or what ia 'the question? 
. 

'JHli: PRI!SIDIH'l': ot course we want it to ap~l7 to Puerto Rico aDd the V1rg1n 

IalaDda ad Hawaii and eo on, ad all I laiow ia that Ch'uenlng thinb 

1t 4oo• tu I told ""' to· - .............. rol UaOorl, 

~ OaD 7011 t~l ua eqthing abOQt re&ional orpnizatiou? 
' 

mB PRliSIID:lft': On this Ht-up' 

'Dm PBISIDDI'l': lfo, exotPt that ot oouree n will p1'0bul7 haTe, 1a •• 



...... a' : 1at ••• _. u ·- .. ,. nate~~ ••••s~l••• 
PI'~,,~ a ataM lSb .. ,,... tbat 11u r ... J••1• tatt ._ 

DatoJa•• coaa ..... TOft, woa14 be Mnci1J4 on. ··•~wt4e MAlt 

:re4ael penoD. 111lo will e.ot •• ooord.luwr ot ~e ftl'iou jobl bel .. . 

You aeet 

Q. HaTe the bowadaries ot &nT ot these districts been worked out? . -

'l!m PllJSIDDfr: Praotio~, near~ all ot them. 

Q. Is it l1tel.T that an unempl01J18nt area will be lea. the a statef 

Q. 'there 'ld.ll be aneral UD.empl01J118Dt areas w1 thin a state? 

Q. How 1118.DJ UD.emplOJIUD.t areas will there bef 

mE PRI!SID1!2lT: I don't know. I haven't seen a map tor a month. You t&IDI 

Nn York C1 v. 'that 1a 'Ill thin the State of Nn York. It will probabl7 

include N• :fork C1 t7 and 11111be Nassau aDd ~e Suttolk aDd JDa7be 

Westchester C~1ea. ~re is an example. 

Q. Will Walker'• outtit haTJ that .lllllP when it 1a ree.ctT to giTJ ouU 

'JBI PRESIDIIIT l Tea • 

Q. How will Hopkins determine the amount ot seouri tT wages w be glTJn in 

eaoh areaf 

'Dm pacsxn:arrs I d.on't Jmow; that 1a hie job. 

Q. Do 10U expect there will be a great deal out ot this collttll'oce toD.ipU 



--11 
Q Do ~ oan M oa s•t oa tu prloe ot ailftl' or tu ~tue OOU'M f/1 

Ce ailnr "~»arb& pnpust 

'Dm :t"•mDft You 11111 llan to ut the 'freaaul7 a4 I cloa•t b.Uen '-

11111 tell J'Oil• (I.ensMe) 
• 

Q Bow uaat projeote •oh •• houeiD8'f Will ~he, be oou14en4 oa the tt• 

11Jdtat1oa buh' 

'1!1! PllJSIDl!RT: Tea. 

Q. In otbtr words, 7ou woa•t wut to build houaea that 11111 take 11101'8 Caa 

'lBE FRJSIDJ!RT: Al.l done b7 next SUmmer, it I ean. 

Q. J"eaee J"ones told us this mornlng that he ~alked · g•erall7 about rail-

road loans. I wonder it 7ou could add aJI.)'tbing to thatt 

mB: PRl!SIDliNT: J"esse waa in tor halt an hour this mornlng and DeTC' MD-

tioned them. (Laughter) 

Q Who will be actuall7 doing the emplo,.ment among thoee who will c~ 

w1 ~bin ~u a1n,. oircleat 

mB PBESIDIHT: 'l!lq 11111 not be emplOJ'iDC people but 11111 be takiDC Ul• 

ott ~he rafiet rolls. 

Q. In the ennt that Moellrl 1'\llea that the terri tori•• are included, will 

the applications tollow ~he same rule? 

'lBE PRESID!Ifl': J"uet like a •~te; uaot17 like a etate. 

Q. Riohberg told the lam1 tiou CCIIIIIII1 ~tee that the 1uat1oe n_,ariaent aD4 

the Labor Board did no~ bald ~be eaq,en;r a• being in rtol&Uon ot 

'I-A aD4 ~heretare won't proeeou~e. 
, 



---- ..... ':ic u • •· 1 ... to -. a , r• wt 1 • _. ., 
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1'1' a I'U's 'at Dlnaaat 

B Wml'l'a -.,, tilltf6 woa•t Mft to pt 1t rz. tlae· It a atate oaa 

pt tu o= 1t tor lal&tw4• d a 4ollal' •txt7-t1Te, -~nan 

('Dle Pr .. • COD.terace adjourned at <&.US P. K.) 

• 
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