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PNa• Quatei"UUe ~'J?, 
111114 n Val cu aouap, Bid• Park, N.Y., 
S.pt•'ber 11, 1935, 2110 P.M. 

(Ill'. J"raDk: c. Welker wu present at thia Cont'erence.) 

Q nrat of ell, w .,uld lilce to lcDOw about tbe Yiait of Father Coughlin 

)'eaterday. Can you tell us anything about it? 

'1!fl PRJ!SID.Ii:NT: Be came yesterday to lunch. Joe Kennedy called up and aaid 

he wu going to bring him through trom Albany on his way to Meaaachuaetta. 

He came down and we had a n i ce visit. He stared tor lunch and then 

went on. 

Q Where waa he going? 

mE PRESIDENT: Somewhere in New England. 

Q With Joe? 

THE PRE3IDENT: Yes . 

Q He reported , I bali eve , that i t was he who informed you o f Senat or ··' . 
Long's (Huey Long, of Louisi ana) deat h? 

THE PRE5IDOO: No . What happened was that he was present when Missy ceme i n 

and said so . 

Q Is he back on tbe res ervation, Mr. President? 

WE PRESID:ENT: I don't know. It was a social visit. 

Q That covers a multitude of conversation. (Laughter) 

Q; Could you help out on the conversation? 

'mE PRESIDENr: Just a social visit. Just tha1; -- that is all. 

Q That is bound to 'have a little significance of itself. 

THE PRI!SIDENl': Chatting? 

" 

Q I tbought eo. (Laughter) 

Q Did he talk about politics at all? 



!Ill JIRISIDilff: 1uat a 8D01al na1t. 

Q Ia he ooa1q back, Mr. President? 

Tal PHISID.CN'l': Hot that I lcDow ot. 

Q What about XeDJUtdy'e mission? Can you tell us anythiq ot wbat 1e on 

hie 1111 Dd.? 

'l'BI PRmmENr: I have DO idea, except t o act. aa chauffeur, I guess. 

Q How about the report about Farley (~8tmaster General Farl ey)? I 

understand be t elephoned t oday -- t hat he i s resigning? 

,..,. 

THE HU:SIDENT: That is just good old Charlie Michelson. There i s not a 

liOrd of truth in it. Probably one ot t hose brain storms in Washington. 

Q. Then Mr. Farley won't run the campaign? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENI': The t hing was never mentioned here . 

Q. Do you expect him to r esign from the Cabinet? 

THE PRE:;IDENT: You are getting "i ffy," Er nest (Mr. Lindley). 

~ There wasn't an "if" in there; there was a "when." 

THE PRESIDENT: It is too "whenny." 

Q lxir. President, what are you going to do about your Wor ks Relief program? 

THE Pllli5IDE1~ : This meeting tomorrow was arranged t wo weeks ago . 

Secretary Ickes is co.ming tonight and we are all going to meet 

tomorrow. Colonel Hackett is coming , Corrington Gill is coming with 

Harry Hopk:1na , Frank (Walker) is here already, the Director ot the 

Budget i s cocling . 

This is the checkup that we have been working t oward t o get all 

ot the figures synchronized and to agree and t o find out bow much n 

have got lett out of t he 4 billion. There i 8 roughly a billion and a 

I u~ter unallocated . That m~ vary 100 or 150 million eit her way. 

( Then tbe second thing to be done i8 to 'check u p to find out, as 



aDJ ot it, aDd'' tbee Will be aou, o•nnot be uNMlJ apent. 'l'hat 

would be pulled back and pu.t into the ki ttJ, the gaeral. pot. 'ftloae 

ar. the figures w are going to go oTer tomol'l"'w. It 1a tbe ttrat 

tiJU tM7 have been det1n1tel7 assembled .• 

You see, we are doing ~his preparato1'7 to Tirf going a~. Then, 

the balance will be, as a genenl proposition allocated, tentatiTel7 

o~ course because, aa you know, we ma7 want to pull some back. It 

will be tentatively allocated between t110 things we baTe lett, which 

i s PWA and WPA and a small portion for straight relief. 

Q. Is Boplcins coming here t omorrow? 

THE PRESIDENr: I thinlc he is going to be here· tonight. 

Q. Is West coming? 

'n:lE PRESIDENT: Yes, he is coming. Charlie West and Harry Hopkins are 

coming up toziight. 

Q. Ickes said at his press conference -- he seemed to confirm the report of 

some days before that he is very unhappy about the Public Works project. 

'1m PRFSIDENr: I have seen three separate stories and no t110 of them agree. 

Q. Tbose I have read may vary a little in the intensity of the grief, 

but the grief is the~e. 

THE PRESIDENT: In the grief? 

Q. The @POd old Star (The Washington Star) had him coming up tor a s~wdown. 

'!BE PRESIDENT: That is becauae you were not in Washington. (Referring to 

Mr. Russell Young) 

Q. The A.P. seemed to take the same attitude on it, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDEm': You don't balieve that, do you? 

Q (M!• Stephenson of tbs A.P. ) . It the A.P. said 1 t, it was right. 

-· 



Q (llr. Di* Lee ot tbe B.Y. Da117 Jlea) :ba to tbl wftl .. ot tile llo4lea. 

'fBI PRDIWZ 1 YN • na to tbl bv.nl·DS ot the bocllea. You are 1'111*. You 

WN ahead ot nertWT tbat 4a, o 

Q (Mr. Lee) Alft7•· 

Q (Mr. Stepb.ellaon) He b.u imagination. 

Q (Mr. Bodden) Will JOU have them both ooae don to ••• ua tomorrow, both 

at the same tillle? 

'1'BI PRES IDEm': I don't kDow. 

Q. We will provida tbe gloves. (Laughter) 

THE PRFSIDENI': Do you thinlc it will be sate, Frank? 

YR. FRANK c. WALKER: Absolutely. 

Q. You have a referae here. 

'lEE PIU;.SIDENI': Yes, we have a referee here . 

Q. Do JOU expect Ickes t o go o n 111 th this work? 

'lEE PRE3IDXNT: Of course, although the A.P. story suggested that he would not. 

Q. You say some of this may be run back into the general tund. You mean 

tor use on work relief? 

THE P.Rb~:HDENr: Yes. To give you a simple illustration, we hung up on the 

peg for housing $200,000,000 --

YR. WAlKER: (interposing) 224 million. 

~THE PRESIDENT: Well, it seems pertactly clear we cannot possibly spend that 

within the necessary time end wa will take something back of. that and 

add it on to something else. The seme way with rural electrification. 

MR. WALKER: Rasettlament, electrification. 

THE PRESIDENT: There was a hundrad million and I doubt 1t we can spend it aU. 

We might take 10 or 15 back, something' like that. 

Q. While we are reviewing thia, I thought we had better get aoaething on 



1'U1'al reaettlaut -- how much ,ou are ,apeDd1J!.8 ou Dr. 'l'ugnll 'a -­

'1'111 PRISmM: (1uterpoa1ng) Yol;l ban t., thlnga, the iD4iv1dual !11111117 

propoait1ou llDd the lar~• rural oownu1ty end ot it. We ·C&DDOt tell 

ou that yet. We bave eu allocation ot t200,000,000 • 

.MR. WAIKKR: $1.,31, 000,000. -

'lEE PRESIDENT: (interposing) It is supposed to go to $200,000,000. 

MR. WALKER: tl.3l,OOO,OOO eo tar. 

THK P.RE:i.ID.m'r: It will depend a 11 ttle bit, as we said, as to the ex-

penditure ot the balance, whether we will use it for the individual 

family, which in most cases is almost a relief proposition. We Will 
J 

lend them $20 to buy a plow With, or $40 to buy e cow with; or lend 

them the seed money, et cetera and so on. It is a lending proposi tion 

to the individual far.11 family. 'ne do not yet know, end we cannot tell, 

probably for several months, how much that would have to run tp for the 

balance of the year, so we do not know how much of that money cen be 

transferred to these new communitie:;~, of which tv;elve or thirteen are 

actually under way. 

Q You speak of "we." Did the Allotment Board --

THE ~!DENT: (interposing) Yes, it comes down to· me because I have to do 

the allottina. 

Q. At this stage do you anticipate spending the tull ~4 1 000 ,000,000? 

THE PRESIDEl\ll': Not all actually spent before the first ot July. 

Q Allocated? 

THE PRESIDENT: A good many projects, like for instance, a schoolhouse -- it 

is almost impossible to complete the· building before the first ot July. 

Q In view ot the present pickup in business, as to which everyone see.ms to 

agree, isn't there a ~ance that it may be considerably less tban 



'DII PRISIDilfr: That 4epell4a on whether buaineaa, in piokiq up, aplora . . 
u ~people ea it did before beoeuae one thins we baTe to ~-~r 

ia that duri%18 the tin years ot tbe depreaeion buaineee learned bow 

to pull i n i ta borna, bow to aeYe on ita ooet ot production . 'l'he 

result i s tode,- that i t we were t o go beck t o the 1929 f igures t o-

morrow we would probabl y use only about 81 per cent as many people in 

this country to produce the same amount of goode we did at t hat time . 

That is sometimes for gotten when we come to make up t he picture . 

Hence the larger number of unemployed , 

Q Busi ness r eports are very good, ere n ' t they? 

THE FRF.::l ID.Ein': Yes . 

Q Talking about hanging up on e peg certain amounts for this end that, cen 

you tell me how much you had in mind for P .n .A. projects? 

THE P.i\E;:)IDE..fT: I did not have any figure . 

Q Did Congress allocate a specific figure? 

TrlE P~IDE.-11': That was one of the items . 

Q i900,000,000 or $950,000 ,000 , wasn' t i t ? 

THE PRESIDE:Il' : Yes . Dut, of course , re::tember this , that e greet meny of 

the W. P .A. items are r eally small P , l·i . A. projects . You put up a rural 

schoolhouse tor $15,000 , you do not put it in the same kind of engineer-

• ing survey es one that costs -1150,000 . , therefore on .i . P .A. --

therefore it comes out of the amount , ~900 , 000 , 000 . 

MR. WALAER : Out of that classi f ication . 

Q What about the Coal Commission? 

'rnE PRE.:HDE.rr: I hope w1 th1 n a weelc. 



~ X. there &7tbill8 J'OU ou tell u• on th8 intenational •i tuation 

troa ,our oo!ll'eraation With Aaba .. ador BinS)laa? 

'l'HB PRISm~: No. Haturall7, I have talked with h1m about it. I have 

talked 111 th the Secrete.ry ot State two or three times. There ian' t 

~hing t.tet baa not appeared in the papers. Ot course it is ser!oua; 

you cannot deny the tact that it i s serious. 

Q Do you han 8llything tor ua s eparate trom whet we have asked? 

AnytilJ.ng that you could think ot? Any news? 

THE PRLSIDEL~T: I do not think the re has been anything. 

Q Anything on that shipbuilding thing? 

THE :F'RESID:Elfr: No, you get the shipbuilding story down there -· the clause that 

went into the contracts. 

Q .All right. 

THE PIUSIDE:-iT: That ceme out there, I think . 

Q On the publ1~ works, do I understand that you think most ot them can be 

done more expeditiously under Works Progress? 

TEE PRESIDENT: lb , it depends ent irely on the project. 1Atter all, taking 

the same example, if you build a $15,000 wooden schoolhouse in the 

Village of Hyde Park or , let us say, at East Park , you put it under 

VI . P.A. and, naturally , it is a quick pr oject , All you use, practically, -
iA a case like that is from very si~ple carpenters ' plans . You can 

start a thing like that in two or three weeks. But, if you put up 

a $150,000 brick schodlhouse in the City or Poughkeepsie, that is a 

P.W.A. and, of course, it takes longer to get soing, obviously. 

Q Do you intend to continue the administrative setup (ot P .W.A.)? 

THE PRl!!HDENT: Yes. 

Q And also on these larger projects, do you intend to go ahead W1 th t hem? 



, 
TBI PBISW: 011, 788· It beOOIUe a question ot bow lllUCb 1110ney • baYe 

tor P.W.A. md W.P.A. We han bed that (question) trom the t1ret aDd 

I won't know unt1l to110rrow morning. 

~ What is tbe anrege coat per man you are now operating on tor the 

residue ot thle? 

mE FRI!SIDENI': What? 

~ I understood t hat tbe amounts allocated ran so lllUCh per man or iginally, 

averesil8$1100, and that you have to cut it down? 

THE HUSIDDr: Yes. 

~ Is it around $700? 

'IHE PIUS I DENT: Around $700 , yes. That, of course, depends on the locality. 

It is a good deal more in New York City and 8 good deal leas in the 
' . 

South, You oennot use a $700 scale with New York City, The s cale for 

New York City, I imagine, 110uld be around $900. 

Q No room allowed 8 t all t or materials in there unless the local or state 

sponsor puts money in there? 

T".dE PRESIDL;a': Yes . Of course you.r P . VI .A. is a 45-55 proposition and the 

other is W.P. A. , ,.,.where we ~iva a certain amount to a community that 

cannot raise the money or hasn't the legal authority to do it, end 

they provide the materials out ot their own funds. It depends on the 

project and tbe oonnnu.nity. There i sn't any ) ard and fast rule you 

can lay down or talk about in e.nY of this 110rk. 
• 

Q lbw are we goiJl8 to know when the Father Coughlins come in? (Referring 

- to the Jndiacloaed Visit of ~·ather Coughlin the day before) 

THE PRESIDENl': I was goiJl8 to tell you today. 

~ He sp1lla 1 t in New York before we get a chance to talk t o you, 

'mE PR.T!SIDENT: It 1a very careless. 

-



Q It pat all t~ bop OD t~ epot. 

'l'BI PRISIDIM': '!'here ien't a real story in it, exoept hia Yiait. 

Q can J'OU tell ua What be talked about? 

TBB FRESIDIN'l': J.. aooi al Y1 s1 t. 

Q .tb ail nr? 

'l'HI PIUsSIDE.tlr: .tb . (Laughter ) 

Q I a there anything turtber that you have to add to your statement 

in connection with tbe unfortunate incident (the shooting ot Senator 

Huey Long) down in Louisiana the other night? 

THE ~IDE..lr: lb . Naturally I sent a telegram to Mrs . Long and the temily. 

Q There is a story that J~m Farley is get ting out on January eight h . 

THE PRFSIDEN!': I told Charlie about it . 

Q (Wr . Fhlrd) It has been officially denied . 

THE PRESIDENT: The tire went nat . 

Q That is one way to get on tbe tront page of the Times. 

Q I wonder it you had read the local newspapers ot late regarding the answer 

of the various supervisors of the town to your address e few days ago? 

THE PRl!.:::liDEl'll': I had not, no, The only one I reed wes the story of the 

party here . 

Q Thank you, Mr. President. 

Q How about Postmaster Gener al Farley? Is he going to r esign? . 

~rlE ~IDE..~ : I never suggested it et all. I never talked about it before. 

Q That certainly gets Fre.nk Walker right out ot a good job . 

THE ~!DENT: What paper do you represent? (Laughter) 



OOD'IlDN't:W. 
Preaa Oolltei'Uoe #238, in h1a bou at 
lqlle Park, H.T., 
ID tl» President' a Study 
S.ptellher 13, 1935, 11:00 .l.K. 

(Mr. Fred Puler, representing the New York Dally News, was 

introduced to the President.) 

THE ~mENT: Well, I han got the Captain (Captain Patterson ot the 

New Yom Daily News) coming up today. Is this all there is? 

Q. .Another batch (ot correspondents) coming in. 

THE I'RESIDE:fl': That is good. 
. 

Q. What are you going to talk to the Captain about? 

THE IRESmENT: Just a social visit. 

Q. Are you going to have a prepared speech? (Referring to the forth-

com.1ng trip to Lake Placid and Whiteface Mountain) 

'mE PRESmEl;u' : No • 

Q. Both extemporaneous? 

THE PRE.::>IDENT: Yes. I suppose you are not a bit posted _in getting things 

off. Is there any telegraph office in \;hi tef'ace Inn, at the foot of 

the hill? 

Q. I understand that they are going to have to take it back to Placid. 

THE Y:tE:>IDENT: Do you suppose you can file where we get back_ o~ .the train? 

Q. ·They have some place at tbe base of the mountain. 

Q. It is about ten miles trom the point you are going to talk:. 

Q. The office is three blocks from the Olympic·Stadium. 

Q. They are going to rush it down by auto. 

'!HE PRESIDENT: You see, the trouble is there is darned little time on the 

schedule because attar I come down trom. the top of the mountain I stop 

• 

. .. 



#238- 2 

~n at Wh1tetaoe Mountain IDD aD4 eat a bot dog. Tbat i• all tM 

t1Ju I. ban. 

Q !bw lous are ,ou going to tiUk? 

'1'BI PRESIDIN'l': I th1Dic t1Te minutes. 

~ Han ,ou prepared anyth1J18? 

'lEB' PRESID:ml': I han not bad time to prepare anything. I am go1Jl8 to tellt 

to tbe :Foresters in the morning. Don't they have some kind ot a 

parade or something? 

~ Foresters Day, yes. 

THE HUSIDmT: I do not think there will be any news. I em going to talk 

extemporaneously on sustained yield foresting. 

Q, Oh, my God! 

'mE PRESIDENT: ttQh, my Godttt says Eddie (Mr. Roddan), I am afraid tbat 

110n 't be a front-page story but 1 t really is important enough to be 

on the front page. You haven't any sense of news values. 

Q (Mr. Roddan) I have, but I do not make up the paper. 

Q Have you seen John Lewis, or do you expect to see him? 

'lliE PRE::>.IDENI': I do not think so. I am talking to him today on the telephone. 

I am liOrking on tl:r::>se appointments today. 

Q Will we get them by tomorrow? 

THE PID.SIDENT: I do not think so. I might by Monday. 

~ (Mr. Stephenson) Can you tell us about your talks yesterday? (with 

Secretary Iclces, Harry Hopkins, et al) 

'I'BE . PRESIDENT: There again is e. complete .lack of news value, The real 

nows Talue today is the foreign situation. 

~ Wbat can you say on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that is the real news or course, We are all watoh1Jl8 it • . 

' 
• 



'fhl S.Ol'e\817 of State 1A )Ua 'f'flr7 uoellat atatmsa' 1A tlaa papen 

W• mZ'IllD& •••e4 to pat tM a1 tutioA '~'•17 ..U u4 tu:re laD •t 

muob ooAoel"'le4 o'f'er 1 t. 

'lHK PRESID:INI': No, it doea DOt impl7. we are DOt going to get Into tu 

war. 

Q. It migbt be a question of ju4~nt but, aa I read one of these aentencea 

and aa an implication based on what you said, "That 70U are not doing 

·anything mor• at the present time," does that impl7 that you might 

at a certain time participate in sanctions? 

THE PRE....IDEl\11': It the war brealcs out we have perfectly defi n1 te legislation 

. 
covering t he subject . Simply a question of following legislation. 

Nothing further, not JlVen ·by e stretch of the i~ine.tion. 

Q. That leg1 alation is subject to your interpretation. 

T".tiE P~IDl!l.'iT: As to whether a state of war exists . 

Q. Mr. President , would you state what constitutes implements of war? 

THE ~ID~~T : That question is being studied by the State Department 
( 

at the present time. 

Q. What is that? 

THE PRESIJID:lT: What constitutes i mplements of war. 

Now, to come back to Stevie (M.r. Stephenson) and his question, I 

do not qul;e know how to f!P into this. I di cteted a page and a half 

memo last night which is rather general, perhaps too general, but the 

difficulty of making it more specific is that there are two professions 

in this world that do DOt know the di fference between dollars and dimes; 

one ia the clergy and the other 1a the press. 



-· 
Q le 1a1o1r uou u. 41••· Ill'. PHa4at, bat aot tbl doUea. 

'ml Pliil::iiDIIIfa So, 1"Ull7, 11bat I oupt to 4o 1D talk1q about thh h to 

4o what I 4o at bll4pt tiae, uu !'reel (Ston) ei t 4own oD the noor 

Q Will it be more helptul it you reed this little brief thing first before 

you explained? 

THE PRJ!SLDENI': Yea. luJ a result ot a caretul checldng of figures today, 

decisions were mede with respect to sllocatione tor relief am l'Ork 

relief during the coming six weeks. 

Direct relief i nto the ear l y part of ilovember -- what I call the 

mopping up process -- will call for 85 million in addition to what bas 

been already allocated . 

Tentative figures, necessarily tentetive, were arrived at for the 

total cost , that is through the balance of the year , for rural re-

habilitation , rural relief and rural housing. Now, all of those three 

things come under the Rural Resettlement Administration. However, 

these tentative figures for t hese three are subject t o later re-check; 

in other words , to see whet the needs are. 

I don't thiru: any of you understand , few people do, and a lot of 

people concerned i n the Administration do not , whet t hese mean. 

Rehabilitation , relief and housing involve three separate things, all 

in the same Admin! stretion. Rural rehebili tat ion means taking care 

of , say, 100,000 femilies who ere actually on fenn.e but who , because 

of lack of equipment, lack of materials, -- in other words , meaning 
' 

plows end cows and seeds and leek of money -- are unable to make a go 

of t hei r fexm life . In other words , that is the rebabilitetion of 



... 
the 1D41 T14ual tlll'Mr on the land on wbt oh he 1a alreadr locetecl. 

That hu been go lug on DOW for two )'eare and it •a tranaterre4 trom 

liRA to Rural Reaettlem.nt. 

Then, the aecoDd JIU't ot that ia rural relief. That le conoerne4 

prlm.aril)' with temlliu in the drought area, who have to be tided over. 

That figure has been, of course, vecy materl all)' reduced because the 

drought area ot last )'ear in most States today is back on its feet 

w1 th tlwt exception of one or t110 a.reas that were hit again b)' a drought tbta 

year as, tor instance, the place that the dust stoma came through and 

tlx>se same families Still have yO be taken care Of by the relief' method. 

Then the third element in the Resettlement Administration is rurel. 

housing which means the existing projects that ere actuel.ly under way 

end a few more for which the land has been substantially purchased 

up to the present time. 

Q Mr. President, on rural housing, does t hat mean building homes? 

THE PRE::;IDENT: It does. 

Q Individual homes? 

'n:lE PRESIDENT: Individual homes and in some CBS~i~S multiple homes. I don't 

know what the. bright 110rd for it is. ·Those are the communities outside 

of the sub~ ban area but w1 thin access of a city. 

Q You did DOt give any figure on that? 
' 

THE PRESIDENT: I did DOt, because I haven't any. For instance, I don't know 

whether that particular project will go t!Irough or not, but there is 

one project out at Bound Brook, New Jersey, which is about, as I 

remember 1t,30 or 40 miles out of New. York City. There it might be 

pertl)' individual homes and pertly apartment houses, w1 th the effort also 

to bring in sane kind of 8!D•ll induatcy tliat would take care of either a 
.. 
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portion ot tl» population on a fUll-tiM buis or a larger portion 

ot tba population on a part-time basis. 

Then on tbat question ot rural housing we al80 discussed the 

possibility of doing there what we thought of as a possibility in 

regard to slum clearance and that is the establishment ot a revolving 

tund. We woul d have to get legislation tor it. The general idea is 

that if the Qovernment outs through, let us say, one project, either slum 

clearance or rural housing, the people who P.P in after the thing is ell 

fini shed organize a corporate entity and give back to the Government 

securities, bonds issued by that corporate entity, which would mean 

repayment to the Qovernment over e perioa ot years together, possibly, 

with · Qovernmen t managEment until they get on their feet, wh1 ch might 

be a matter or five or ten years. Those securities would have a 

definite value and v.uuld form the security behind a revolving fund so 

that they could be sold or credit obtained on them and a new project 

started. 

It is only what might be called t he germ of an idea because it 

means ' legi alation but in the long run it would mean a reduction of 

appropr iations out of the Federal Treasury and at the same time a 

continuation of something over a period or years for 1rh1 eh there is a 

very great need and that is housing, both . urban and rural. The same 

t hing could be applied to the other type o f rural housing, the indinduel 

home communities. 

~ Who will organize these corporate entities, the Government? 

THE :E'RESIDENT: The GoTBrnmant will help the people going in to organize. 

~ These are the projects that eome under Mr. Tugwell? 
I 

THE PRE::liDElfr: Yes. 



Q Bow tar 414 JOU so on tld.at &aYe JOU 4eo14ecl to bact tblat 

'l!BI IBJS11iiifz J'uat atu411DS it, that ia all. 

Q J'uat the pra ot an idea? 

'l'BI PRESIDIN'l': Yea. It does two thiDga. It saTea actual coat to the 

OoTer..ment and ooDtinuea and possibly makes permanent an annual 

program ot better bouaing. 

Then on the question ot Public Works e..s against Works Progress 

you haTe to get a baok:groUDd it you are going to write a truthful 

story. 

Q. That is the only idnd we lcnow .bow to write. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Nearly all ot you. (Laughter) I am good today, it is all 

right. 

You have got s perfectly simple problem -- I have to go back: again --

and here is the way we t ook: it up yesterday, and it is the easy way to 

describe it: You have three factors, one is dollars, the other ia men 

and the third is time. The first thing we did yesterday was to tind 

out how many men am oow long a time was involved w1 th respect to the 

existing allocations. In other lOrds, assuming that we have made X 

number or dollers ot en sting allocations , how many men will they put 

to work: and when will tb:>se man be employed and for b:>w long a time. 

The study showed t his , and i t is the simplest way or putting 
• 

·it: The allocations already made, because or thei r nature, nearly all 

being for rather permanent things, will g1 ve an increase in employment 

J slowly. That is because of the nature ot t he projects . They go up 

steadily month by month, but tblly 10n1 t reach e. peek until late in the 

spring. In tact, they do not reach e. peak: ot the number ot people 
t=s"~1 · 

employed until One. That being so, you have an ascending scale ot 



.-plo~ on till 110D1ea ali'Hd7 allooatecl aoluc up lUte thla 

(1D41oatluc a rlalDC oarq). 'l'bentbre, w ban the pJObl• of 

fllllDC lD the gap betWHD DOW aD4 1un.. '!'hat meana that ft haTe 

~66 

got to put 1110re people to 110rk qulokly with the baluoe of the 1110ney 

than we are putt1DC to 110rlc w1 th the money already allocated. Do 

you see the point? That means that probabl7 the bulle ot the mone7 

tbet . n ben lett has got to fJ) for projects wh1 ch will gl ve the 1110at 

employment during the 1110nths ot Dec8Jiber, Janueey, Februaey and Karch. 

Before March comes, those pro jeets ce.n start downhill because the other 

projects will have reached a much higher level. 

Now, we did t110 principal things yesterday in regard to that.: 

The f irst is that we are going to g1 ve enough money before I f!P away 

on the 26th to WPA to increas e their employment on projects during the 

months ot December 1 January 1 February and Kerch. We have to do that 

i f we are to live up substantially to tWhat I said before, to somewhere 
' 

around 90 per cent of the objective of getting the unemployed to 110rk: 

duri~ the month of November. There is nothing new in it , it is just 

what I have said right along. 

At the same time, we ere going ahead with 8S many projects 88 

we possibly can which will get 110rk started during t hose months 

through PWA. During the coming week PWA is going to give me a list 

of projects which meet four conditions. VIe have to have four con-

d1 tiona on them in order to get -people to work quickly. The four 

conditions ere these: First, they have to be let by contract on or 

before Deca~ber 15 1 1935. That means that tbose projects will actually 

put people to wor.<, I suppose, between December 15 and JanuBr7 1; that 

is, as s oon as the contract is let. The second is that the7 have to be 



ooaplete4 1u14e ot a ,.ar. 

~ A ,..r from tbat date? 

1S7 

'lEI Hl.I:SIDINT: Tea. The third 1a that the7 ban to be in• areaa where 

there are autt1c1ent people on tbe UD.IIIIplo1J1ellt rolla to turntah the 

labor. 

I guess there are onl7 . three oondi tiona. 

Q Ie there no cost condition in there? 

mE PRESIDmr: The onl7 cost condition is that they have to liTe up sub­

stantially to the average or $850 per man. 

Q. That makes that the f ourth? 

THE PR.l!SIDEN!': I forgot that. That is tbe fourth. An average ot $850 

per man, which FWA says they can do. 

Q. Doesn ' t that first condition regarding starting or the work, not only 

getting t he contract let on December 15 , but starting the work Within 

a few weeks after that, bar outside construction in most or the northern 

pert or the country? 

THE ffi~IDENT: Nearly ell of this construction can be done through the 

winter. -
Q. Building construction? 

THE :mE3IDENT: Yes. There is very little difficulty now in the northern 

country under winter condi tiona . Thet does not worry them at ell. 

I think probably before I f!P I Will approve, be able t o approve, 

projects tor at least 200 million dol lars which represents a 45 per cent 

grant. That mee.;1s that muni cipell ties put up another 55 per .. nt 

or appro:r.imately 225 million more . That would tek:e in pr ojects tor 425 

million dollars . 

Then , in addition to that, PiA is recbecldng to tiDd out what 



PIA proJect• already authorized are DOt be1as pg~hed b7 tbt .uD!c1pal1-

ties, or where the7 are 1'WUliDS into technical or .legal d1ff1cult1ea. 

'!'bose projeota will be cancelled and the money used tor nn projects 

under thie Slllle plan. It is expected that they will run to about 50 

million dollars more on the 45 per cent baste, or about 110 million .. 
dollars ot edd1 tional. new construction. 

Tne.t is only tor the coming si::l: weeks. 

Q Now, that 200 million dollars you speak of is entirely FWA? 

THE PIDSIDENT: Yes. 

Q And, may I ask, that is only for the coming six weeks? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q How about the deadline that was to go into effect yesterday? Is there a 

possibility that further allocations may be made after six weeks? 

THE PRE:>IDEln': If we have more money, yes. That is subj~ct to re-check at 

.. 

the time. In o~her words, this is not limited to the 200 million dollars . 

When I get back we will have a re-check on expenditures and it is en-

tirely possible, in fact probabl~, that there Will be further P.~A funds. 

Then the urban housing. I will tell you what we have done on urban 

housing. The total amount hung up on the books was about 200 million 

dollars , segregated but not allotted. We found in going over the slum 

clearance out of the old appropriation , the 3 billion 300 million 

appropria~ion , that they have quite a lot of :projects. Under the 

present appropriation we have two projects under way at a total cost of 

7 million 400 thousand and 13 others, on them the lots have been acquired 

an!l tbs projects will be started w1 thin the next sixty days, the total 

involved being 26 million 500 thousand dollars. In those projects , the 

land is completely bought or under option. In January they will be 



, lUa--u 

• NMJ' to proOM4 With 21 110re projects, tba l&Dd tor wh1ob ia nb­

atutlallJ' 'bougbt or UDder option. 'l'hoae 1enual'J' projeota total 51 

llilllon dollars. They are all apprond. And we also haTe apprond 

15 million dollars ot projects t o start 1n !"ebruar:y. 

Q 11 tteen IIL11Uon dollars? 

'1m: ::mESIDENI': That is right , 15 million dollars ot eddi tional projects. 

In tmee cases the land "is only partially UDder option and therefore, 

ot course, it is subject to their ability to get the balance ot the 

land . That mek:es a total ot 100 million dollars. 

Now, they had various other projects, some in February, a lot ot 

them in Liarch and one in April, the cost of which would have been 

another 100 million dollars . We have cut t hem out entirely because 

o f the lateness in starting t hem . 

Q Whet di vi sion is tbi s under? 

THE Pfu.5IDEi~ : Under Colonel Hackett. 

Q I s this distinct trom alum clearance? 

~ PRE3ID&~ : This is slum clearance, and we are taking that 100 million 

dollars and transferring it to PliA projects that can be started, as 

I said before, as soon after December 15 as possible. There will be 

quite a number started before December 11 . 

•~ow, on that 100 m.illio!l dollars allocated for slUln cl earance, 

t here again it comea under t he question of !!;Stt ing legislation 80 

that a revolving fund can be created for 1 t. 

Q The 100 million dollar s for slum clearance? 

T.HE ~IDENT: Yes. Now, let us see what else there was . 

Oh, yes, o'.lt of the balance we have got to give 75 million dollars 

more to CCC camps to carry them through the balance ot the year w1 th 



the tboqht, DOt Jet ·finallJ determJ.ned, that 'the CCC Clllllp8 Will be 

continued tor tbe folloWing year on a somewhat smaller baaia, in 

other tR) rda, about 300 ,000 bo7s. And there is the fUrther tbougbt 

that tbe7 will become a permanent part of tbe Government's policy. 

Q Ths:t is to maint ain the CCC? 

THE PRESIDEill': To maintain the CCC at an average annual rate of 300,000 

boys. 

Q. That would be on a one year basis f'or each boy? 

TI:Di: PRESID.EHT: That I don't know. 

Q You realize, JJr. President, that there is nothing new on that . Senator 

Young announced that in Warm Springs . 

(Laughter) 

Ti:IE PRESIDENT: Absolutely. 

Q .(Mr. Young) r had a hard ti::te working it out for you . (Laughter ) 

THE PRE:3IDENT: He conuni tted me end I had to f!P along • 
• 

Q Are there about 600 , 000 in it now? 

'!'HE PRE:5IDENT: There are 510,000 in it oow. 

Q Do you happen to recall offhand what this 75 milpon dollars will bring 

the total allocation of CCC up to? 

THE .P'ttc.::>IDE.fr: About 600 million dollars repre:;enti ng about $1200 per boy. 

Q Have you ' t he ~igures on the check- up as t o the unexpended balance of t he 

4 billion 800 million dollars? 

THE PRE:)IDE:fr : Aroll!ld a billion and a quarter. 

Q That is unallocated? 

THE PRE:liDENl' : Yes. 

Q Was that billion and a quarter spli t up yesterday at all? 

THE PRE:) IDENT : No • 



Q It wu DOtt 

'l!m PBIS.IDZlll': No, 0Dl.7 wbat I haTe told 70U o 

Q A detiDJ.te amount wu not allocated to WPA? 
• 

m1 PRESm:&NT: No. 

Then one other t hing, on rural electrification. In order to 

get people to work, also to see it we canDOt saTe mone7 to be used 

t or putting people to "«<rk, I am taking up w1 th Morris Cooke ot 

Rural Eleotritication aDd with Jesse Jones ot the Rl"C, the possibilit7 

ot the RFC financing a large portion of the Rural Electrification "«!ric. 

As you know, that Rural Electrification vort, as it pro ceeds , is intended 

to r eturn the money wholly to the Government . In other words , it 

is only a loan , and it may be a loan to a farm organ! zation , a farmer s ' 

cooperative or to a local lighting district, a municipality or to a 

private company, but the l oans are intended to be self- liquidating 

aDd I hope thet Jess e Jones will be able to bear a portion at least . 

Q Have you a figure on that? 

THE 1-'R.E.::>lDEN'T: No , I haven' t taken it up with him yet , This will be 

news to him , 

I don't think there is another thing . We went over the various 

dr afts and they all came down to the same picture . 

Q May we have this photograph ana reproduce it? 

THE PRESIDEitl': There ere 3'- m.1ll1on people . Probably \'le cannot get 

all of them. Suppose we get 90 per cent o f the 3! million people, 

which is 3~150 , 000 people . They ere the people we ought to get 

to YOrk.. The 10 per cent at t he top , the dif ference between 

3 ,150, 000 and 3,500,000 would be on some f orm of relief. 



~118 don at tile bottoa 1a repreaeDted ~ Oonruat 

qaolea. '1'bat 1a at tlle pNHDt tiM, tho .. OoTerDMnt qeD01ea 

~ talt1DS oue ot 800 aDd ao• odd thouaa.Dd. 

~ You are oount1 ng the OCO in there? 

'l'HI PRISIDINT: Yea. 

lbw the dittellence between tbat 800 tboueaDd end the 3 

million 150 thousand 1a 2 million 400 tbouse.Dd, which muat be 

t e.Jcen care o f by relief, WPA or FWA. We start our curn down here 

at the 800 thousand figure end as it proceeds it absorbs people from 

relief, increasing very rapidly from about the middle of December 

until it gets up to about April. 'rle get up pr etty well by the first 

of April . This is the gap (indicating the space between 800 

thou send and 3 million 150 thousand) that has to be tille d in 

between now end then. WPA is supposed to take care of that gap. 

i.!eenwhile this curve , representing !'IVA employment, will constantly 

be going up. In other words, those are the PWA contr act s that 

are let on the 15th of December and they start getting people to 

vork within 15 to 30 days but it doe s n_ot ~et to its maximum of 

people until about May. 

(Continued on f olloWi ng page) 



1238 -- 15 

(Note: The chart to which the President 1a referring -s oopied 

b7 Kr. Charles Hurd of t he New Yorlc Times, and a OOP7 of that 

chart as reprodu ced i n t he New York Times is att ached below. ) 

Q There is one point on t he ca.l.culetion of the number of people that I 

heve not been able to get s traightened. I f these 500 , 000 boys in the 

CCC camps are count ed as pert o f the 3 mill ton 500 t hOusand , the::1 there 
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11111 'be a oona1de:rabl7 larpr peroenap ot tu total relief I'Olla 

lett on relief, IR)Il 't there , bece:uae 110at ot theae COC --

THI PliiSIDIN'l': It doea DOt proTide the tull aount. In other worda, 

there i e that line i n t here. It a temil:y need• t50 a month and theJ 

olll:y get $25 trom t heir boy i n the CCC cemp end they huen't another 
• 

worker in the family , then we have to f i ll in that gap of ~25 from 

this section, which is relief. 

Q Under this chart the family that got part help fro:n CCC would be down 

here (indicating 800,000 s ector) because you have figured 500 , 000 

CCC boys . 

TiiE ~IDE.fl' : The family gets $25 out of this (indicating 800,000 

group) and ~25 out of that (indicating relief sector). 

Q You have this 3,150,000 , Toen , if you subtract 500 ,000 from that for 

f~nilies getting pert help fro~ the CCC, you ere only taking 2,650 , 000 

families co:npletely ~ff t he relief rolls? 

THE PR.c:.s iDEdT: You a re taki ng cere of the balance o f those families from 

the top (indicating the top sector compl et ely on relief) . They get 

paid half out of that 8lld half out of this . (Indicating the 800,000 

sector) 

Q Wouldn't that line be there now i f we were back to t he prosperity of ' 29? 

(Indicating full relief sector) 

THE PRESIDENT: Probably more than that . 

Q It 'WOUld be about 3 million, wouldn ' t it? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q This is not the total of unemployment . This is the number to be put to 

wor k out of the 4 billion? 

THE PRESIDE..Vl': Yes . And of course the municipalities are supposed to take 



. . 

wu to OUT'f out wbat I said to OoDgress, these 3,500,000 people. 

Q All you derine that, I don't quite see bow the CCC, bow you can count 

th8!!1 out in the 3, 500,000, because you ere not putting those remilieiJ 

on a rull work besis. You .are getting one or the sons out or the 

family. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, but, on the other hand, you ere not putting the t25 

up in here (indicating the 2,400,000 sector). It is a half person 

down here (indicating 800,000 sector) and it is a half person up there . 

(indicating the full relief sector) and therefore it checks. 

Q I don't see how that other half goes here. 

THE PRE:iiDENT: No,.,, look here . There are 350,000 families in this group 

(indicating full relief group) -- let us sey, 90 per cent. Now, 

there are 350,000 CCC boys down here (indicating the 800,000 group). 

Now, suppose there are 100,000 CCC boys down here whose femilies have 

got to be helped over and above whet the CCC boys send home. Therefore 

you have got to take off 50,000 families from there because they are 

only getting, the whole 100,000 are only getting half help. Now, 

these families up here, these 350,000 families, we assume that they are 

getting full help. Since the 100,000 families are getting half help, you 

subtract half that n~~ber or 50,000 from the 350,000 families on full 
r 

relief, making the total on full relief 300,000. 

Q I don't see why you are subtracting that from up here (indicating full 

relief). You have already subtracted 500,000 on the basis of CCC 

enrollment down here (indicating 800,000 group). 

THE PRESIDEI-11': They are getting half the help out of here and half help up 

here (indicating full relief). 



Cl ._ 4oD't rou juat put t~ 250,000 down here (1nd1cat1118 800,000 ••ctor)' 

~ It looks like a toraign plot t o ·u. 

(Laughter) 

'1'lm PRISIImfl': Didn 't I t~ JOU the:y needed to go to ecbool on ar1tblllet1c' 

Q Wq I draw a map tor you and send it out? 

'l'BE PHESIDJ:m': Yes. 

Q It my notes ere correct, (r understood you to say that you were going t o 

give e nough money t o WPA to increase employment t o the necessary 

level tor these four months coming? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, 

Q, Can you give us some rough idea of how much of that $1 ,250,000 ,000 

you have left? 

THE PmSIDEllfl': I don ' t know. 

~ Is it fair to teke *75 ,000,000 for CCC and $200,000,000 for public 

works, add them up and subtr act them from a billion and a quarter? 

THE PRFSIDEiolT: No , it is not, because you will still have a balance left 

on hand, if you <i.o . You wi ll find , if you add tbose figur es and 

subtract tham from a billion and a quarter that you Will have 

~700,000 , 000 or something like that for WPA --

Q Anrl Rural Resettlement which is the figure you did not give us? 

THE PRE:iiDENT: Yes . Actually I think you Will have $700,000, 000 that 

could f§:J to WPA. Well , they are getting nothing like that , I don't 

know what they are getting. As it is, I em going to have a nice ,., 
balance left over. 

~ To turn back to too Treasury or to r e-allocate later? 

THE PRESn>ElVl' : To re-allocate later. 

Q Do you have an:y superstition on Friday, the 13th? 



TBI PBISID:mf: Luoq D.UIIber, that. 1a all. 

Q. AJI7tb1DS about 70ur talk With General 1ohnson end Mr. llanl.~JT 

'l!m P'RJSIDmn': I have no idea what 1 t ia about. 

Q. Would 1 t be a fair guess to say 1 t has something to do w:1. th !loses' 

(Robert Koaea ot New York) and (General) Johnson's tight? 

JHI PRESIDENT: I do not believe it does. 

Q. Did he ask tor the conference? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q And Basil Me.n.l.ey, what are you go! ng to d1 scuss w1 th him? 

THE PRESIDENT: I i magine he is going to discuss the legislative requirements 

' placed on the Federal Power Commission, and how he is going to carry 

them out w1 tbout any money because his money is in the Third 

Deficiency Bill. I think that is a pretty good guess. 

MR • .MelN'rYD:You do not care to ask what Captain Patterson is going to say? 

Q. We already did. 

Q Do you regard Friday the thirteenth as a lucky number? 

'lEE PRESIDE.."'r: Oh, I think so. Yes .. -- it is all right. 

Q. Aren't you going to get a copy of that? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. This isn't in here. These are just notes for myself. 

Q Have you any comment on the report that some Dutchess County farmers are 

objecting to the so-celled potato law? 
~ 

Tl:IE. PRESIDENT: I will tell you what I can, just as background, on the 

potato law. It is only background, and that is that it was not ad-

vocated by the Secretary or Agriculture. It was put through largely 

through the insistence ot Senator Borah, of Idabo. 

Q The ~l~ Idaho potato. (Laughter) 

TBE PRiis'rDENT: And Senator Hale, of Maine, and Senator Be.i.ley, of 



~ I tbiu SeDa\01" Bale 8k1ppe4 tbe zooll call o~r it but Saator 1fla1 te 

lll&b' haTe wte4 tor 1t. 

MR. lloDfl'ilil: I thiDk :rou had better explain wbat :rou mean b7 baotgroUDd. 

TBI PRISIDKNr: It meana for your intol'llstion but it dld DOt originate bare. 

Q You oan't wr1te--.oQ"th1ng UDder a ft1de Parle dateline. 

WR. MciNl'!RB: 'l'ip your office and let tbem write it. 

'lEI PRESID:ENT: And then tbe other part of 1 t i a that the Deputment of 

.Agriculture is eogaae<l in studying the damned thing e:t the present time. 

MR. MoiN'l'YRE: That bars the local paper on that story. You oanDOt 1lt"1 te 

a story on the Hyde Park dateline. The onl7 thiog you oan do ia to 

• 
ttp your a torr to your paper. 
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TBI HUSIDm'l': Good mornl~~g, my good friend. Bow are you thla morDlnsf 

Q. J'illl. You are 1ooki~~g greet, Mr. President. 

(A member of the Press banded to the President e letter from 

Lowell Tbomes 111. th respect to the forthcoming baseball genie.) 

~ PRESID~fr: We have 1eck Dempsey refereeing it, 

Q. We have 11m Stringfellow With two guns. 

Q. We ere going to have those boys? (Referring to the President's sons) 

Q. We will have 11m (Stringfellow) wearing his two guns and that will 

decide Mr. Dempsey , 

THE PRESIDEl.tl': Great, I will try to get over if I can . I don 't think 

I can -- I will have a lot of people coming to lunch, as usual . 

MR. Mol~~: It is a swell party. You can motor over. He is getting 

up a very swell party. 

THE PRE::)IDENT: See if you can't pull it off. 

Q. Young 1ohn is coming to play. 

Q. And John Boettiger. 

Q. There bave been some rumors you wer e contemplating a western trip? 

THE ~IDEJ..tl': We have not finished the itinerary yet. It looks now --

I f1 nd there is such an awful lot of stuff to do in Washington it 

looks as though we cannot get away until the end of the week. 

Q. What day do you leave bere? 

'!Hi ~IDE.fr: Sunday night: 

Q. That knocks out the America..1 Legi on invitation, doean't it? 



'l'BI PUSmiN'l': I • atra14 it doea. I don't thilllc tban ia a obuoe 

ot .., beina able to ute it. You •••• tbe7 ac1Jo1U'D on tbe twatJ'­

aixth. I han Just been p111ug up thiuga that I oam10t do here. 

MR. KoL'lt'YRI: It hu been p1liDS up here too, haan •t itt 

TBE PRESIDXNI': It I tried to do it in two d87•, I oouldn't. 

~ More tor personal interest end DOt for wr1 ting, llhat will be tbe 

prospect• ot tbe specials that han to go out to the West Coaat 

malcing tbe trip back on one of the Naval vessels? 

'lHE PRJ!SIDE.:,'T: All the three specials? Yes. 

Q. I mean tbe real specials. 

THE ~IDENl': I don't believe there is enough room on the cruiser, 

is there, Fred? 

~ (:.tr. St orrn1 I won't say because I will get in bad , ·,rr. President. 

MR. UcL~"TYRE: Take a f ew trai ned seals along for a sea trip. 

THE ~IDENI': There isn ' t really any possibility of it because they 

can 1 t take more than three people on that. It upsets the routine 

of the ship too much. 

~ ~r. President, are t her e any engagements to announce on the trip 

westward? 

TllE Pru.:>IDEi'll': 'Boulder Dam , San Diego and probably some ll:ind of a luncheon 

i n Los Angeles. 

~ You take in Los Angeles before San Diego? 

THE PRA.SIDEil/1': Yes, and then drive dovrn -- probably drive down . 

~ Can you tell us the approximate dates there? 

'filE PIDSI.D.h:. .T : It Will be ftva days after I leave . 

·~ Is it too premature to say what possible western stops you might make? 

'lEE PRESIDENr: None. 



Q You .. 7, ...,.._., 

'M PRISIImlr: Hone. Son')' to aake a liar out ot ,ou aaatn bllt 1t 11 

all right. That h ott the reoord. 

Q Mr. Prealdent, I don't recall haTing wrltten natly that JOU .,uld 

make a lllidwestern atop. I have been Tery dubious. (Laughter) 

'l'BX PRESID:mn': All these political speeches across the Continent. It 

is all right. 

~ Yesterday, in Pennsylvania, they had up a constitutional reTision of 

tba State Charter, making it easier to put through New Deal policies? 

THE Pffi.5IDENT: In Pennsylven.ie? Did they? 

~ Apparentl y it was defeated about three to t'fiO. Governor Earle tried 

to put it over. 

THE PRESIDENT: I did oot know they had one going . 

Q. I did not either. ---I bad a terrible time finding it in the paper this 

morning . 

THE PRE3IDENT: Don't say I did not know it ·was pending because, after all,_ 

that sounds funny either way. Just say there is no comment. 

Q Mr. Presid ent, is there any late news from Europe? 
'· 

THE PRESIDENT: Nothi ng. t till.ked yesterday afternoon and the thing is 

absolutely the same , 

Q The Associated Press reports today that Italy is looking fo r a com-

promise, or is ready to talk: turkey anyway. 

'mE l'RE:>IDENT: I cannot comment on i t because, off the record, I do think, 

fl"'m the newspaper stories this morning, thet it is beginning to 

look: as though there is a ray of hope . 

Q Tnat is off the record? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: I ha~e had nothing from the State Department up to todta7 



Q Aa a utter ot tact, rattler carefUl reading ot tboae diapetchea thia 

1110l'll1ng indicated that ell Itel7 has qreed to do is to oona1der 

aubatantial propoeela, it made, and no suggestion that they have 

been made. 

Q. It sb)wa that the British is e 1110re powerfUl agency ot peace then tbe 

League ot Netiona. 

THE FRE.jiDENI': Yes. 

Q. Mr. President, one of the Washington papers is interested in Congress-

man Sirovich's Visit up here about two weeks ego on e Civil SerTice 

bill, which he says he plans to put in at the next session. I do 
. 

not know what the bill cells tor but he represented you as being ell 

for it. Did .he te.lk to you about a Civil SerTice· bill? 

Tl:fE PR.I!.SIDE..'n': lie never mentioned one. 

MR. MciNTYRE: That is oft the record • 

• 
THE Pru!SIDENI' : Thd is off the record too. Old Doc pulled his usual 

stunt and he said he knew more about pure food end drugs than anybody 

else, and that he knew more about immigration then anybody else, 

and he banded me about five more speeches, and then he told me about 

·this new Department ot Arts and Sciences, about which he knew more 

than anybody else, and tbeo he handed me volumes on that am then, 

attar having made about six epeeches to me, end having handed me 

11 terature about a toot high, ha took his departure. 

MR. MciNTYRE: He is the w:>rld • s champion talker. 

THE PR1!::3IDENT: You know, as a metter o t tact, if one did not lcnow old 

Doc personally, the stutt in the Record (Congressional Record) is 

pretty good stuff. He be a an 8.1118Zing amount of intomation in it. 



Did JOU ner read ld.a atuft? 

Q No. 

THE PRISIDENr: He 1118kea a great speech too. 

Q He made a great atud:r on the oi Til aenioe thing. 

'lEI PRE:::iiDENr: I imagine so. 

Q Didn' t he g1 ve you a gold watch? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

~ Is there anything to add t o the Works Relief program since we last 

t allced to you? 

THE :PRE:) IDENT: No • 

~ Mr. President, could you clear us up e.t all on General Johnson's 

statement yesterday at his press conference? 

'nlE Pm.SID»l'l': It bas oot been discussed at all. It was not di a cussed 

yesterday at all . 

Q Mayor La Guardia bad intimated that he was coming up to discuss it. 

THE PRESIDENl' : Mayor La Guardia mentioned 1 t but it vtas not mentioned 

in the conference at all • • 

Q The prevailing wage scale? 

T.EiE PR.i:i>DJENI': Merely talked about the possibilities of employment in 

the State ot New York end the amount of people we have to try to 

t ake off the rolls and put to w:> ric. 'il'e talked about the State as a 
• 

whole. 

Q The Government will do the same thing for all states as tor New York? 

THE PRl!SIDENl': Exactly the same thing; no difference. 

Q Is i t reasonable to suppos e that t here may be something on the pre-

veiling wage scale from here soon, as General Johnson said? 

'l1!E PIUSIDENI' : I don't know. It would not be tro:11 here. It is a matter 



to be bend ted atri otJ.:r between Barr:r Boptina aD4 hia. 

Q You mentioned at the lest Preas Conference tbat Secretary Ickes 

auring tbe -- would aeDd you/a~·· of hill proposals? 

'mE PBESIDJ:NT: I do not know whetber tbe:r will get bere before I leaYe 

or I will piclc them up on llonda:r 1110rn1ng. That is one reason tbr 

staying over i.n Washington. I will have a lot to go through. 

Q J.ny ot these Tiai t ors going to make news tor us? 

THE PRESIDENt': Who is coming? 

Q Read t he list (indicating list in front or thljl President). 

THE PRE5IDENT: They are all people wbo have been esk:ing to see me tor a 

long time. 

Q Who is Frank Kelly'lt 

THE PRE3IDENT: Brooklyn leader . I am cleaning up ell of thes h things --

people who have been trying to see me back: in July a.nd Aul\!St and wbo 

were put ott until after the session . I am just clee.ning up . 

Q. Any observati on on yesterday's election? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yesterday' s election? What happened? 

Q I don 't know. 

Q I know there was one -- the primary. 

'-IR. ilciNTYRE: Eow did you happen to know ~- the same way I did t The 

tap room was closed tor six hours. 

Q Nine hours . (Laughter) 

TEE PRES.lDENI': We did not have a contest i n the Town or Hyde Perk so I 

did not vote. 

Q Any coDDileut on the visit of Farley end Charlie Michelson? 

THE PRASIDENT: A social visit. 

Q You talked about the weather? (Laughter) 

.. . 



'rB& PRElDIII'r: Tee, aD4 SJ'Ow1Dg crops. (I.stashter) 

Q. wr. President, when could we expect 8011eth1ng on t~ OUft87 Coal 

Board? 

'rHB PRESlDIHT: Well, I had boped to han it today and I hann't. Per-

hapa this atterDOOn, to1110rrow or the next day. It loolcs lilce that 

now. I em just doing some thinlcing on one or t110 nemee. 

Q. Benedum have anything to do with it? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. He is oil , I thinlc . 

' Q. I lcDOw be is•but he is f'rom Pittsburgh. 

Q. Will t he Coal Board be named before your return? 

THE PRE:UD:ml': I thinlc eo -- I hope so . I have got two names to check: 

on. I am all set on three, end if' I can checlc them in the next 

twenty-tour hours . 

Q. You still have three to name besides that? 

THE PRE::3IDEl'lT: Yes, the Coal Labor Board . I think t here ere three 

names . Teclln1 cal.ly, one is recommended by the miners end one by 

the operators , eo I really only have to select one . 

Q. Is Hosl f'ord apt t o be on 1 t? 

THE PRESIDENT: You should see the list -- there ar e sixty names. It 

wouldn't do you any good -- there are sixty people mentioned. 

Q. Then t here will be fitty-tive very-aore fellows. 

T1:!l!; PRES IDFNI' : Yes • (Laughter ) 

Phelps wrote a story last night in the Sun (New York Sun) 

in which Phelps (A.de.me) was unusually accurat e. (Laughter) This 

is all off the record. It made me thinlc of' telling you a story 

about the Constitutional Convention that was held at Fougblceepaie 

in 1788. It was an awtully interesting thing and nry f'ew people 



baTe dug into it. '!'he nuon I lmow ot it wu becau.e a'T gr.at-

gnat-graDdtatber wu a ••bar ot it. 

THE PRJSmENl': Yea. It took lllne atatee to ratit'7. Seven etatee had 

ratified. New York end Virgillla were boldiq their conventions. 

Obviously New York was the ke7 state because it New York did not 

ratif7 ;you-110uld haTe had New England on the one side and Pei1Il87l-

vanla end tbe South on tbe other side, with this split right acroas· 

the middle ot tbe colonies, s o i t was literally a crt tical thing. 

So the New York delegates were divided -- t here were 47 or 48 

ot them -- and they were di Tided into t110 groups, one l ed by old 

man Clinton, Governor of the State trom the formation ot the state 

government, and the other was led by Ha:nilton. In other words, 

there was a Clinton crowd sod a Hamil ton crowd . All the delegates 

· ware for a constitution. But the Clinton crowd were in the majority, 

a T6ry definite majority, and they would not ratify the Constitution 

Without a Bill of Rights, and there was no Bill of Rights in it. 

So they met in Poughkeepsie , at the site of the present Court 

House, and they sat there week after week , and there were somG very 
/ 

interesting speeches and debates . The Clinton crowd would not vote 

to retity i·t . The Ha!llilton crowd, and my grest- grest-grendfather 

was a member if it -- I think t hey only had about 20 or 22 votes --

and they had a complete deadlock. The Clinton people said thet they 

would not retity without a . Bill of Rights end the Hrunil ton people 

said , "We are all tor a Bill ot Rights. ~w, there is a clause in 

the Constitution that allows it to be Slllended. Let us ratify 1 t 

and then seek an fllllendment a f'terwerds." 



Well, tbl t.hiDC drqpd ,on and the Clinton Cl'Owd _,uld DOt 

)'ield, aD4 tlnellT a tallow nged Mal.ark !'oDd Slllth wb) wu a 

delegate trom Dutchess County --

Q 'l'hla isn't ott the ~ecord, 1a it? 

'l'BI PRISID!tlr: Oh, sure • . I am not going into the Ooll8ti tutionel hi a­

tory, but if anybody wants to write up a story , or a magazine arti ole, 

it's all right. 

Well, Mal.ark Fond Sm1 th personally made a speech, "We are ell 

agreed that there should be a Bill of Rights but, after all, if we do 

not retity the Constitution there won't be any Union." Meanwhile, 

they bad not beard from Virgini e. . And be said, "I propose a for­

mule and that is that we, the delege~es here, ratify the Constitution 

in full faith and confidence that an amendment or a series ot amend­

ments will be immediately ado~ted ~roviding for a Bill of Rights . " 

On that, the Hamilton people swung over enough Clintonian delegates 

to ratify the Constitution, and they were all set. That was done 

right after the .speech end at that :noment in came the horseback 

rider saying that Virginia had ratified . So Virginia beat us to it 

by about three days . New York, having been straightened out on the 

Bill of Rights, ratified by e close vote, ratified in .tull faith and 

confidence that the Bill of Rights would be added to the Constitution. 

Q W.s amendment was won by a vote of 21 to 39.' The actual ratification 

wee 30 to 27. 

THE PRESIDENT: He found the formula and after th.e very first session of 

the Congress the Bill of Rights billa were introduced, the ten 

amendments. 

Q Which crowd was Livingston w1 th, the B.amiltoniena? 

• 



'1!11 PRJSmll'rs I don't reuaber. 

Q 014 .Tohll .Tq. 

Q S. o .. atternrda. 

'l'BI PRJSmiN'l': Waa .Tolm .Ta7 a ••bert 

Q (Phel.pa .&d.au) Tee. sir. 

TBI FRESmENT: Did he teke pert? 

Q Hie JUIIIIIt •• mentioned. 

'l'lm HmSIDl!:NT: I don't lcnow whether J'olm J'ay took pert in the debates. 

He may han been on a trip. I think Robert R. LiTingston was with 

the Clintonians at that time. That was a very nice formula --

"in full fa.ith and confidence". 

Q. That 18 e. common legal phrase e.s e. result of that. 

TEE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q And we can't use any of this? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, gp and dig it up yourself. 

Q If you really 11'Bnt it, there is e. Clerk of the County down here who has 

a nice old history book . He has been digging into it . It says 

Poughkeepsie is noted for one thing and then --

Q (interposing) It does not have President Livingston's remark about 

"full fe.itb and confidence." 

THE PRESIDEN'r : I do not think there is anything else pending today or 

toJl¥>rrow or the next de.y. 

Q Can ll'fl tell Lowell Thomes be may expect you Saturday? 

THE PRESIDIINl': I will come if I can. Mrs . Roosevelt is speaking down 

in Newburgh this morning. 

UR. MciNTYRE: She told us lest night, after we had stayed into the wee 
' 

small hours, . that she W88 going away at seven this morning. 

< 



~ Ia 111'. tarlq leaT1Dg todaTI 

'tBI PRISIDmr: S. lett thla 110rning earl7. I did DOt ... th .. oft • 

~ You ·~ tbe weete~n trip will be aoJUWhere toward the 'end ot ~n 

week? 

mR PBESmiNl': Yes. 

Q BaTe you a Dice cruiser picked tor us? 

'lEE PRliSmErfr: I bave not heard wbo is escort . 

Q You are going on the HOUSTON? 

THE PRESmmr: Yes. 

Have you got any (tishlng) lines or poles or anything? 

~ We thought we would get some atter we got out there on the Coast. 

THE PRESID:&m': You went some tsirl y heavy gear because where we are 

going there are pretty big fish . I bed on one marlin last year and 

Fre.nlclin was on one and we lost both ot them . Both gears carried away. 

Q Big pole . I got a pole but it is ~ot big enough. 

THE PRESIDE!\'T: You want a very heavy pole . We will have quite a lot ot 

· · fishing probably, because I am trying to schedule the thing so that 

we Will get to a place around t'WO o ' clock in the afternoon , fish 

until dark and then get back on board and then go on to another place. 

Q Are you going to Pearl Island? 

'mE HUSIDINT: Yea. 

Q And go fishing? 

'n:IE PRES mEN!': I have got another place t hat no white , man has ever gone 

to • not tar trom there. 

Q You are going back to the Cbcos too? 

THE PRESIDliNI': I wouldn ' t have you miss that. And thi s time I 8111 going 

to issue an order that all three (ot the Preas Association men) have 



to so to a p10Ji1o oD tm beaoh. whether it ia ra1Dlq or DOt. 

Q D14 JQU UDderat&Dd q we did DOt go last )'earf 

Q caD JQU twegjne a NaT7 ahlp that could DOt ana•r where the Preaidellt 

nnt until they uked him? 

TBI mESIDINT: You came in • didn't you • SteTi e (Mr. Stephenson)? 

Q (Mr. Stephenson) Thet was to nruy. 

Q They had told ua that you had turned back. 

Q We were all ready to go ott the boat -- we were standing on the gang­

W!J.Y t or en hour. 

THE PRESIDENT: They said you were ready. 

Q We stood in the rain for two hours. They couldn't make up their 

Jninds whether we were going to go ashore or s t and at the beam or 

what . 

THE PRE:3IDENI': I don't think you will get the same boat you had last year, 

Q Have you got a destroyer picKed out for them? 

THE PRl.SID:ENT: No, I don't t hink we will make the:n use a destroyer this 

time . 

Q Where do you think you will land? Honduras? 

THE PRE5IDENT: I don't know-- I have no idea. It depends on whether it 

is rough or not . I don ' t want to oome around lbnduraa. 

Q By tbe way, do you happen to have any tentative time in mind tor this 

cruise -- the length of time? 

THE PRESIDENl': It will be about twenty days on ·the water end about tiTe 

deya getting out there. Twenty-five or six days, the whole trip. 

Q Can you give us any idea when you ere likely to get your tentative 

schedule on this trip? 

THE HiESIDENl': By J.l'riday or maybe by tomorrow. But it will be fairly 

• 



Wei 111111 aaou (* Oltlltlaat) beonH I -.t to 1ft u-* 

U. aa I eu a• WaaJt.iapoD. 

IlL .. ltiiDI AM at Ha. 

• a.m•a AM at .... 

~ Jll'. Pnai4eat, it 1e det11l1te tball that ,Ou will DOt be able M 10 

to tbe .AIIerioa Leciollt 

'1!11 PRIBD•Rl': I probablJ' WOil 't be able to becauae I han all tble atutt. 

~ !hank J'OU, Kr. PreaideDt. 

TBI BliS.IDXN'l': See )'OU J'riday. 

• 



.X. .. I IlL 
J'J Ill ...,._.. ftl40, 
11111 ta tU 8l '7 of till PNa14•t' • a.. 

n .,.. JUk, ._ To*, 
S.J*•ber 20, 19~, 10.30 A.M. 

at tbe ottloe in Poqhkeepah, did DOt arriTe until atter tlll Preaa Con­

ference had atarte4.) 

Q Kr. President, I DOtioe4 in the ator7 the otber dq thlt the ottloe 

tuolce4 in a 11 ttle paragraph to the effect that Iolc.. (Secretary 

Iclce•) would acoompanf you out to Boulder Dam? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that i .s right. Also Hopkins (Mr. Hsrry lbpkina) 

1a going along too. 

Q. Are you ready w1 th the Coal Board? 

THE FR:ESIDENI': Where is Mac (Mr. Mcintyre)? Did you get that clearance? 

MR. Mc!lm:RE : No. I will have it soon, sir. 

Q. is there an,-thing you cen tell us on the European situation today? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I have not heard anything from Washington since tbe 

day before yesterday. They did not have enything except what C811le 

out in the papers. 

Q Mr. President, thare are three governors on the list today, OoTemor 

Green, GoTemor loloNutt and GoverllO.VBrann? 

'!HE PIUSID:&NT: Good. Good. 

Q Is there anything you can tell us beforehand what the,- are llk:el,-

to talk about? 

'DII PRESmENT: I will tr,. to aboot them down to you, all of them. 

Q. We want to go to Green (Governor Green) for lunoh. Do JOU reaber 

le.at ,..ar? 



,_ JllmJmMr D14 be luoll111 Ua ""'' 

Q· Be 414 DOt. (1.8qllter) 

Q We nre bla sun•. 
Q We thought w wre. (Laughter) 

Q J'uet a little miaunderatallding. 

'lBE HUiSIDENT: I gue .. he bad tbe ootton strike on hie 1111D4. 

Q But he took tillle to seDd word up, tbough. 

MR. Ko.tNTIRE: Did ,ou enr see tbe letter we .-ote him? 

TB! PRESIDENT: You ought to get him to lunch with ,ou. 

Q If we set him, we will. 

T.HE PRESIDENT: McNutt ia lunching here, not be. 

Q You tell him. 

Q Han you made aD7 estimates or surveys to sbow bow lllUch tbe coat 

ot your work relief progran will be increased as the result of 

the shortening of boura under tbe agreement announced yesterday 

• by Hopkins end others? 

THE FRESIDENr: No ini'omnaj;ion on i t at all. 

Q Mr. President, ,ou did approve that order on bours? 

THi PRES IDENr : !b • 

Q You did not? 

THE HUSIDENT: I told you before that that 1a a matter beill8 handled by 

Hopkins. That does not mean I disapproved it. It never OIIIU thia 

way, that is all. 

liR. MciNTYRE: Ona or two of tbe boys han an inquiry and, if )'OU want 

to ananr it, it ought not to be for morning paper releaae but tar 

illlmediate releaae. Tbe newe la tbat J'oe lCennedy --

THE PmSIDDl': (interpoeing) Yea, I think that 0811 be anuounoecl. The 



~ "''• la \ld.as I llaft ld.a ln\er u4 I Jlue DO\ wrlU• ., 

leUw. I 4o aot aat to till the atloZT tar 1oe. 'l'bat bu bMa 

1A tbe ow4a 1br about a1x •*•. 
liB. KoUifWa 'f'be nat of tM Oolltennoe h 1br IIOrnilli,Ptrpel' nlMM, 

but tbla 1a tor ilaucl1.te releue. 

'1'BI ~lD:IN'l': I told ,ou 81% neb ego bl wu gett1D.g out tbh tall. 

Q Do• he g1 Te lll17 ruaon? 

'ml PHESlDENr: That 18 tbe trouble about aak1ng it -- there are going 

to be two Tery nice letter8. 

Q. Can't we get that attar the Conference? 

TH! PRE3IDENr: No, because mine isn't written ret. 

Q We can say it will be coming along later? 

UR. MciNl'YRE: The afternoons teal they ere entitled to it because the 

story is breaking 1n Washington. 

TBE PRESID.Em: All right letters for the mor ning. 

Q Can you tell us why he is getting out now? 

THE PRESIDENT: Because he has been hoping to get out for some time md 

he stayed a great deal longer then he expected t o stay. He has to 

get back to his private work. 

Q Ban you anyone i n mind to succeed him? 

THE PRES.IDENI': Not yet. 

Q. I have sean his neme mentioned as the next Postmaster General by 

political wr1 tera in Washington? (Laughter) 

Q Is there going to be a new Postmaster General? 

TBE PRESIDENT: Only in the minds of tbe poll tical writers from Washing­

ton, ae lir. Ruasell YoUDg says. 

Q (Kr. YoUD.g) We huan 't an,: up here. 



Cl Toa ea 11» tutblr a4 4o -.r••· 

ct ~ oa \Ill• 11•\, lla Dr. S\11lebUirt 

'l'BI PRISIDD'r& 1fllo el•et 

ct CJeorp lobuoD &4 S.ooz, of B1JI8batoD. (11 .. York). 

TBI PRISIDDrr: '1'M7 are old fl'iellle of lllae. 

Q. · L .. ter Benog, he is the State W.P.A. A4111D.1etrator? 

'1'BE PRES ID!NT: Yes. 

That Will be all, I think, until we get back to WaehingtoD.. 

I am cleaning up tomorrow and SUDd&J'. I do not thinlc anybody 

1a collling. Ia anybody coi'Ding tomorrow? 

MR. Kcn-rrmE: No, sir. 

Q Did ,ou say my 1 tinersry was wrong? 

THE PRESIDE.:~: Only your geofgraphy is wrong. In other liOrds, the U. P. 

goes straight from Omaha to Cheyenne. 

Q The U. P. never went straight in its life ~ (Laughter) 

THE P.RESIDn~ : Well, it is still in the black. 

Q I am talking about t he United Press. 

Q (Mr. Storm, r epresentative o f the United Press) It is elll) in the 

black. It is about time they were giving beck that 10 per cent 

pay cut. 

THE PRJ.£SIDENT: l:l.aven' t you been given that back? 

Q No, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: I Will have to speak about tbet. 

Q You might send him (Roy Howerd) a cable beginning, "As suggested by 

s tora--" 

'l'BE PRESIDENT: Yes. (Laughter) 

Q .Key we write about the ball g8llle for the moming papers tomorrow? 

... 



... 
'1'111 PRISDlllft: Yea aD1 tbat I bope to be able to go. 

Q. We bope JOU will, 
, 

'l'BI PRESIDD!': .A.tter lunch I ban got some kim ot a show that Siatie 

aDd BuzzJ.e are putting on. 

Q Tomorrow? 

THE FRFSIDENl': Tomorrow, 

JJR, MciNTIRE: I tblnk we will arrange with Siatie to put the time up 

a tew .minutes. 

THE PRESID~"T: I think it will be a quarter to three and that will 

get me over about a quarter past tour. 

MR. MoL~: Why can't you bribe Sistie by telling her you will take 

her with you? 

THE PRESIDEf~: It is e question ot her nep. Sistie will go any time. 

Q Thet is tine; thank you, Mr. PresideiJt. 

THE PRESIDENl': I can give you the itinerary now. It is Washington, Omaha, 

Cheyenne, Sal't Lake City, Boulder Dll!ll, Los Angeles, Sen Diego, 

cruiser, Cocos Islands and Pearl Islands. By the way, I was talking 

to somebody about the Pearl Islands end he had t1 shed there end says 

it is awf'ul.ly good fishing. 

Q Where do the Pearl ~slands lie? 

THE FR!SIDENl': Oft Panama end a 11 ttle oou t hwest ot Palllllla. In other 

w:>rds, going trom Pe.n.ame to Cocos, we went just about due wst aDd 

it we .had gone a little more to the south ot tbet we would have 

seen the Pearl Islands. 

JdR, McmrYHE: Where ia this pleoe that no llbite man has ever been be-

tore? I• that a secret? 

THE PRI!S IDENT: Yea , tbat is a secret. J 
Q Thank J'OU , Mr. Preai dent~ 



OOIII'DDfDL 
P.Nu ODAteNiloe #241, 
Kan\ln otno•• ot ~· Whlte Bouae, 
September 2,, 193,, 10:40 A.M. 

IIR. DONALDSON: All ln. 

TBI PRISIDEtfl': I , hope you will all have a very pleuant ncation. I 

believe there 1a quite a gang going on tbe train. I th1Dk it is 

going to be a peaoetul trip going acrose. 

~ ~u1te a crowd signed up. 

~ ~IDENT: I have been digging out the reels and rods and lines and leads 

this 1110rning. I will be all packed by tonight. 

~ :Ebw many days do you think you w'ill devote to your fishing -- a couple 

of days? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, , probably rore than that. I think I will probably stay 

on the Coast of Lower California end visit- a couple of places for a 

couple of bours each. Then I hope I can get t., days at the Cocos 

Islands. If I t1 nd eny treasure I Will share it all 1'11 th you, and tben 

maybe a couple of afternoons in the -Bay of Panama. 

Q. That i Bland you were going ashore, where no white man had ever trod before, 

where is that? 

TilE PRESIDENt': That is down in that direction. It I told wbere..it was, there 

1110uld be some white man wbo would f!P there. 

~ Mr. President, are you thin!cing of goiag 'to iiorthern Ce.lifornia, any 

place north of Frisqo? 

'l'H! PRESIDENI': I am oot going to Frisco, only to Los Angeles end San Diego. 

~ What is the status of the farJil-to-msr k:et roads program? 

THE ~ID&~: What about it? 

~ .Aeything OD. that? 



'1!11 JIRISDmlf& ODl.7 that •• are bu1141ua a DWI'ber of t--. UDder IP.l. 

~n eT•l"J' atate, I th1Dk, ia do1111 on u. lht. 

Q Soae talk ot eou tour bw:ldred or t1Te buD4red lllllllon belq aet aaide 

tor that purpoae. 

'1'BI PBJ131111N'r: No, no. But out of the IP.l liat ot projects there will be 

a great JlUlD7 farm-to-market roada bu.llt. It depends a llttle on the 

atate, the aTailabllity of labor, at cetera. 

Q What baa become of your grade crossing el1minet1on program? 

THi P!USIDml': That is · going ahead. 

Q ~ hundred million? 

'l'BE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I haven't talked to McDonald about it. 

Q There is only one elimlneted so far. 

'l'HE P!USIDENl': On grade crossings it takes a long time to get going. You 

have to get the lend and do the engineering on it. It is slow to get 

started. 

Q These details apply to gr ade crossings? 

THE PRESID:Elfl': They have the list already. 

Q Contracts must be let by December? 

THE P!USIDENI': It possible. 

Q Any allotment been made to Rural Resettlement ? 

T.i:iE PRESIDENT: Oh, my, yes. Bow much , I don't .know. That is going right ahead. 

Q I was t old t hat they were rather waiting before starting t heir new projects 

until they had another allotment. 

'lHE PRESIDENI': I don't know. I think , offhand, they have an allotment of 

about thirty million already. 

Q Mr. PreSident, ?4r. Fechner left here tba other day aDd he indicated that 

about 9000 men a month were beiua telcen out of COC Campa by prlT~e 

1D4uatry. 



!Ill !BISlDIIf: I aot hla :report about • nua aao and it ahon ·- tM• 

i8 dated September 7th -- that in t~ fi:rat 8iz-.,ntba pe:r1o4 of t~; 

CCC 19.~ of the ma bad found CploJMnt an4 had lett the coo. 'lhe 

••oon4 8U:rT87 oonred the eecon4 ei%-monthe period an4 ebow• 36./$ 

of the men have found eaplo:7Jilent. The third eiz-monthe period ebowed 
"') . 

22.~ finding employment and the last, the fourth I!IUl"f'ey, sboftd 39.4~ 

of tbe fol'lller enrollees finding eaployment. 

On the report of the feailies of these men, it was found that 

over 4CYfo of the total. resulted in closing out the relief case, and 

another 2~ resul.ted in materially reducing relief allowances, although 

the CCC allotments were not sufficient to completely close the cases. 

I told Mr. Fechner the other dey to proceed from now on on a 

fairly det1n1te schedule.. On October tirst he will till up the 

vacant places -- you see, that is the end ~r the period -- to the 

full number ot 500,000, DQt including 12,500 Indians and 4,500 in the 

terri1:9riea. J'rom then on, having reached that 500,000 schedule, he 

is to make DO more enrollments during the Winter, which means that 

the 500,000 by next April Will be reduced to approx1~~~&tely 400, ooo·. 

He is to reduce from then on -- that is to take only a sufficient 

number or new enrollees -- so that by the t1rat of J'uly 11111 Will be 

down to the 300,000 level that we have more or leea set as a goal for 
. 

the folloWing tisceJ. year, as the pel'lllanent policy. That, of course, 

depends on action by the Ooilgresa, that 300,000. You had better check 

these figures because I am not sure they are absolutely correct, but the 

theory is going to be this: There are about, roughly, 750,000 10ut1a 

men each )'8ar who finieh their education. You cannot take the !8e of 

eighteen or eoae specific age becauee 8011& of them would be in college, 

' 



- of , •• WD1114 ~~~ ftalllbi .. ldp •ellool or 1DUl4 lian t1a111W. 

ldp •ollool tM ,.ar lletore, 80 tdlat I • tmq to do 1• w t11111 

the DUIIlle ot JOUD8 men that hue t1nhhe4 tM1r elbtoation 111 aq liYD 

7ear u4 that ' l'UU abou.t 750,000. 

Ot that 7.50, 000 thve are, roupl.7, about 1.50, 000 who , tor Jlh781oal 

reaaona or other nuou, are 'uot qualified tor tbe COO 110r11:. '1'llat 

leaves a total ot about 600,000 JOUDg men in the Nation eaoh ,.ear who 

will complete their education end wbo will be eligible tor OOC 1101'11:. 

This plan of making it a permanent policr to take in 300,000 

ot them tor a year's work -- not six months enrollment but a whole 

year's enrollment -- will g1 ve opportun1 ty to about he.l.f the an.ilable 

young men in the country to go into CCC Csmps. Ot course preference 
• \ • .. 

will be given to tbose financially mat: in need of the work:. 

Q That means thet at the same time, in the near future, it will not be 

necessary to be on relief in the CCC Csmps? 

THE PRESIDEln': We hope so. But, as I say, the preference will be given to 

tmse w~ mat need it. In other words, if there are 300,000 .in the 

fiscal year 1937 whose families are on relief, we take them first, and 

if there are not enough to fill up from the families on relief, then 

we take the next group tha t are not families on rel ief but which 

really do need tbe money that comes in through the boy. 

Q can you tell us how widely the letters were sent by you to the clergymen 

of the country? 

THE PRESIDOO: I think the Sun story is substantially accurate. They nnt 

out to a substantial number of clergymen in various parts of the country. 

I sm trying to find out from non-government officials what tbe problems . , 

\ .are. 



Q Do ,.. ~r-II'I'INrw~r ...a1a1 ~ to \Ill oleum la u. Dlftrln ot Gol11111dat 

til IIIE.IDW!r I tbt.Dt .o. I 4oa't !mow wben.r tbQ' baft aot••ll~-.. 

.. ue4 or 110t. 

Cl 1fcnal4D't H proper to t1D4 out troa !»ret 

'1111 IBiBILiil'fr You. bed Htter so aa4 ut the olerQIIen. 

Q Do JOU l'].an to CU'1"J that over the Nation, into enry proteaaional 

t1el4, or just cont1ne tMilt 

'rBI PRJ:SIDJNT: Oh, no. Thia ns directed to certain clerQ!Un. It you 

will read the letter, you will see the objective ot it. It relates, ot 

course, primarily to two very important things n need information about. 

One is on social security legislation end the other is on works program. 

Q on your trip across the country, do you plan to. lllllke many brief stops tbr 

platform appearances? 

'l'HE PRESIDEN!': No. Most ot the "change-engine" stops will be outside .ot 

towns or in yards that people can't get down to. It will be just like 

last year. Of course, in some places there will be cro11ds and I will 

come out and say, "How do you do", exactly as I did lest year. 

Q Do you plan to give approval to the t110 hundred million PIA before you 

leave? 

THE PRESIDmT: Yes, before I leave . 

Q Are you going to make va.rious WPA and PllA allotments while you are away:? 

Tl:IE PRl!SIDliNT: Most of them will be done before tomorrow night; nearly ell. 

Q Are you going to see Sec. Ick:es on Housing? 

T8E PRESIDl!:NT: This afternoon. 

Q Is there going to be en increase in the appropriation? 

'1'HI PRESIDDI': I don't know. The appropriation na JUde on tbe basis ot the 

statement by Col. Sackett as to the bousingwalua clearance projects 
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tb&t an n-.l1 to , 1»1 hbftat7 1114 1 t will Jun about ooftl" tbe 

l1at of \be Jll'OJena \~aft an ree4r to 1JP 1»1 hbl'UU7• Ot 00111'11, 

b.l4 to ban 10M lr::lD4 ot a IDID1c1pal aleotlon, 10 obrtou117" ba4 

to tea the on•• read7 to eboot. 

~ S.c. lforgenthau has requested the reaignati~n ot Willi em :r. O'Brien 

aa Collector of CUstoms at Buffalo end Mr. O'Brien is down here. with 

Rep. llead tOday to see J'ou. 

'lXI PBliSIDIN'l': I don't know enough about it to gi Te you an intelUgeDt 

. anawer. I !mew about the case, that is all, 

Q I thought Sec. l.k>rgenthau may have tel.k:ed to you. 

Tl:IE PRFSIDEI:lr: Only in general terms, that is all. 

Q Do you have any plans tor youJl8 110men that tini sh school each year? 

Do you know bow many do? 

'mE PRESIDEI:lr: I wish we did, but it is an awfully difficult thing to 110rk 

out . It you will hsad a committee to give me e. useful, practical 

plan, I will be Tery grateful, 

Q Do you think all tbe tour billion will be allocated by tomorrow night, 

when you leave? 

TBE PRE:::>IDEi\'1': Substantielly, yes . 

Q Allocated or earmarked. 

TEE PRESIDENT : Yes, 

Q There is a criticism been made against tbe housing program to the effect 

that the original idea ot low-coat slum housing has been forgotten or 

eet aside f or some reason or other -- either difficulties or policy. 

Do 70u care to malr::e an7 statement along that line? 

THE PRESIDRNT: No, it beB not be~n changed. Depends a little on the locaUt7. 

' 
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l.ow ooat IDuaiDC ot ooune oa 'be pat lD in tM eouth on a l'Oaa 

)*~tal 'bula tar -below the ooat ln lin Tort Olt7 or at Ohio-.o. 

OIU' ohlet tl'Ouble, ot oouree, 1e tM .prloe ot the lud. a.D4 lD bls 

metropoll taD areu, like New Yorlc BDd Chlc84P, the coat of the lend 

inert tably re.iaea the l'OOIIl rent per 1110nth~ The7 will be, ot cour .. , 

substantially lower -- the rents -- thlm in almost BnT otber tJ'P8 

ot ailllilar building. They won 't be ea low a rent aa in a slwa that 

we are tmng to eliminate. 

Q You haven't sidetracked the idea, as has been charged? 

THE PIUSIDENT: Oh, no; no. 

Q On housing, the time element just about precludes any project on which 

plans have not been begun or land acquired? 

THE PRESIUENT: Yes, ot necessity because unless we set a deadline -- I 

took: February, and , unless we get a project started by February, it 

is not going to do very much good until the following year. 

Q There was a report on NRA to Senator Aing this week that showed tbat the 

NRA still had a ~yroll of some several million dollars w1 th a vast 

number ot six to eight thousand dollar jobs. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think they are being cut ott pret ty teet. I think we are 

down t o under three thousand. 

Q About 2700. 

'lHE HU!SIDEN'l': I think you will tind t hat will be cut down pretty fast to 

about two thousand. 

Q What worlc are ·. they doing at the present time that requires them? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: 'l'hey have nine hundred field people to oolleot the infbrma-

tion and they need about one person each t o prepare and collate the 

information. I think you will find that tbey will cut down to about 

1 
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no tbou•nd pnttr tan. 
~ Wbat .,rt do tbe field .,:ricer• do? 

'1!IK PUSID:Dlrz 'rbeJ t:r:r to ftD4 out what hu been the reault in i114uatl'7 

ot the ab8Ddo111ent of the oodea aDd aubat&Dtiall7 --- wll, it ia too 

earl7 to g1Ye 1110re thaD a general iha of whet they are fiD4ing --

in 1110st of the major iDduetriea the code etaDdarde are being lind 

up to; in some they han broken down pretty substantially, aDd in 

almost enry i ndustey there are chiselers. 

What we want to fiDd out is bow tar tbat breakdown is going aDd 

whether the o~selers are increas ing. In some actiYities t hey haTe 

held the lines extraordinarily well. 

Q. Can you name them? 

THE Plm5IDEN1' : I think not. In others they have broken down pr etty badly. 

What we want i s an actual check of all tl:le major industries. 

Q. FOr what purpose? 

'mE PRE::>IDEifi': Aa the basis of discussi on as to whet we should do, if 

anything, to prevent certain oondi tiona wbich were inim.1oal t o the 

business ·lite or the country, such as child labor and very long hours, 

that the average business man doesn't want t o put into effect i n hia plant 

i t e.ll comes down to that and minimu.'ll wages . 9~ or the manu-

facturers don't want to work: their employees 72 hours a week:. They 

don't want to P83" them four dollars or six dollars a week, but they 

are confronted w1 th some members of thai r own i ndustry who seek t o 

turn out goods at e lower pri oe by working their people extra long 

bours or paying them below a reasonable minimum. The objectiYe -­

in the same W83", collect! Ye bargaining, fair trade practices and the 

continuation ot their sitting around a table end trying to preTent 



UDtair trela praot1o11 - tbat 11 "mMth1Dg w want to enoour ... , 

ad 1t 11 llllOh euler to enoourase 1t 1t n haTe all the tact• re-

gar41Dg each 1D4utl'J. 

Q Do you expect RRA to be re-e1tablished? 

TBJ: PRESIDENT: I han no idea about NBl. We have, tlrst, to get the result• 

ot t be abolit ion ot codes. It indu1tey ca go aloq substantially 

wit hout codes, maintain1Dg tair 10rklng condit i ons and maintaining 

fair t r ade pr acti ces, there i s no need ot codes . But i t the chiseling 

element ot industey brealcs it down, then something 11 goi ng t o be done. 

Q There are rumors that t here will be some legislation sponsored by 

t he .Ad:miniatration i n t he next session ot Congress? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have absolutely no idea. Depends on what the survey 

shows aDd whet proposals are made by industry itself . 

Q Does that go tor the Walsh Govern:uent Contract Bill, which you r ecommended? 

'mE PRESIDENT: Well , t hat agai n would depend very much on the actual 

pr actices in industry between now and Januecy. 

Q Assumi ng that t he chiseler s -­
(Interposing) 

TllE ~IDE.'IT:/ If industry does not chisel on Government contr act s 

there is no need for a Walsh bill . 

Q Assuming that chisel er s do get back in t he limelight 
( Inter posing) 

T".t!E PRESIDE:i'l': I The f i rat thing t o do then is to sey t o industry, "What 

do you propose to do about it?" 

Q And th"n the second thing? 
• 

THE l'R.S:I.ll)ENT: Now you e re getting "iffy." We hope t hey will have a 

solution. 

Q Hen you any col!llllent on t he faTorable busi ness report of the Advi sory 

Council o f the Federal Reserve Board , published in t he morlling papers? 



'fBI JIBED)a'l': OD17 tb.la, tbat lt h in liu '111.\b 111bat w ba•e bMD ntMr 

looltlas torwud to tor about t1o r-an. 
Q Mr. Pr .. ident, wlll Mr. Fechner'• lette be JUde publiot 

TBI PBISD>EHl': I don't aee wb7 it Gould DOt. 

(Mr. KointJre spoke to the President.) 

Be will gin it out over tb8re. 

Q What does the auppleaaentery budget abow? 

THE PRESmENr: Hasn't come to me iet. I hann't got it yet. 

Q The~ has been 801118 criticism ot your NV. -- your Youth Administration 

procedure recently and I 110~er it you have given particular attention 

to that? 

' THE PRllSIDENI': I em g.i ving a great deal of attention to it. The major pert 

of tbB allotment tor the National Youth Administration goes as a relief 

measure'. We have to beer in mind that the wbole of i t is a reliet 

measure and that the major pert goes to help boys and girls attending 

... scbool e.ui college where they otherwise 110uld not be able to do it . 

That sum Will r u.n to around ~27 , 000 ,000 . Then , in addition to that, 

we have 110rked out -- and Dr. Studebaker Will bring in the allotments 

before I leave tomorrow night -- four or tive other projects which 

will, of course, employ people on relief but Will be eimed at improving 

educational standards aDd Will be handled largely by trained educators. 

Q Would you preter the present educational set-up? 

THE PREi:iiDENT: That Will be used on other projects. Of course the actual 
~ 

help to individual students, that is not an educational matter, it is 

a relief matter. Then ot course, in eddi tion to the National Youth 

Administration, I don't believe that Bopkina and Ickes are ready 

yet, but very aoon they ought to be able to give us a list of the 
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IUoolllalal .. tbn aft beiDI lna1lt 1dtll GoYal .... 4 all 'Uoaill 

tile OGGDI7o It 11 a 'fW'1 lap Uet Ull MPNMiltl a sreat ._,. 

~111ou of 4ollan. 
\ 

Q 'l'haJit :lOUt Kr. PrN14eDto 
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