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!HI PRJS!I t: I 11a1r you (Kr. Sllith, ot \he Atlanta .TOUl'Dill) Wl'Oh a · 

Dioe piece about wbat good golf they pl.a,ed. 

Q It was wonderful and wbat a good kibitzer you are, too. (Laughter) 

'l'HB PRESIDBNl': They can't take it; that 1s the real size of it. 

Q That was deatruotin critioia. 

mE PRBSIDIN'l': I think it was. 

Q Doo Smithers •a the oDe who could ~ot taka it. 

' mE 'FRRSIDE'r: Twice I absolutely ruined hilll 'Wt Roberta (Kiss Barrows) -

it helped her pae a lot • 

Q. That •a the 25o-yar4 dr1Te she made -- more or le88 -- not counting 
) . 

the two lc1cka. 

Q. There 1a aa.e talk about a Dice hoUday tor the departments. They 

'l'HB PRESID!m': Do they usually han it tor Thankag1Ting? Have they ever 

Q. I do not think you enr ,gave it to \hem, air. 

'l'HB PRBSIDEN'l': I don't think eo. I hate to break preo~dent. 

Q Ban you seen tM reports by t~ Aaerioan J'ederaUon ot tabor u4 the 

A4Ti80l')' Council of the h4U'al B8ae~ Board on illlproveiiiBDt ill 

bulMaa CGildi Uona? • 



• 
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Q lba~ are JOU 801JIC to hll u aboll'l t• B11dpU / 

mE PRISmarr: .. ban ..u 'ftr7 soot prosr-••· I 414 tb.e Jfa'WY ~· 

aol'll1J1C &114 there ia Olll)' tb.e' D1atriot ot Coluabia aa4 that is not 

read)' )'et • 

Q. I thoqb.t :rou were prept.ring to cCIIIplete the D. c. budpt? 

mE PRI!'BIDII'fr: He (Jir. Bell) did not bring it with hia. 

Q. How do you regard Buchanan's idea that b)' haTing a dandy tight he 

could come Within $5001 000,000 . of balancing t he Budget? 

mE PRESIDERI': He did not tell 1M that. 

Q. That i s not why he lett tod'f? 
• 

'11m PmrSIDl!:N'1': l'e han made s01118 bi g savings alread,y. l'e han not takan 

up the D. c. budget yet but we have sand approx.iutely t4oo,ooo,ooo. 
' 

OYer the depe.l"bbezxt; estimates. 
• 

Q. On safety of highW!Q"&, han you ginn any thought of forbidding in 

intersta~e OCIII!erce t hil shi)ll8nt of an:y autoaobile capable of ~ing 

onr fifty mil es an hour? r.: .., ;y 
r:L.!'.-e$ ( • •.l • 

'1m: PRESIDJNl': I han not heard of it untilASherMD Bucban•u sqgeshd i~. 

Q. What is thia? 

Q. Prob.ibi ting the shipsent in intaratate cc:aurce of any aut01lob1le able 

to :run oYer tift)' ailea u hour. We han to 4o ... thi~~e; tlwy are 

soins to kill aore people ·b)' mta.d»il .. than w lost in t• World War. 

Q. It 1a ~ slow drinra 'hat are killins th•, not apeed. 



ltt ' ... .. 8114 it h I tllilll to tlabt aNa • I utet ~ 
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,,.,.,. of tllat a14e. 
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Q I tlWit JOU ooal.4 4o that 11D4er tM 'inte:ratate '",.,.roe or tile wl-

ta:ra olaue • 

un Bllclpt you can •parate :relief trcaa public wol'ka ao tlllt Iokea 

and Hopkiu will be separate. 

'lD PR&SIDmfl': That ia just a :rumor. There 1B no justification beoauee 

we haTe not considered 1t. All we han been doing is going onr 

the department figures -- noth1J18 else. I 

· Q There baa also been a report tbat on J'anuary third you misht put in 

a budget tor the :regular departments, leaving the emergenCJ' budget 

tor later? 

'lD FRESIDiml': That, I take it, 1a just another rumor. You can llultipl,-

1t ad infinitum. 'l'he:re hasn't been a single thing done except .to go 

onr the indiTidual items in the departments • . . 
Q You could spike a lot ot ~rs. 

'lHE PRBSIDliNT: I am :DOt ap1k1q ruaora because, 1t ,-ou once atart, ,ou 

han to apend your entire day apikiJ18 them. We baTe juat taken all 

the it8111.8 in tl» department end nothing else, and that 1a all 70'1 will 

know until the Budget ~aaage goes to the COI181'8N. 

Q There 1a OM logical ctueation I han with respect to thla saTing ot 

t,4oo,ooo,ooo. OYer departaant eatiJult~s: Did the eat1•te• put , 

1n b7 the depart•nh tbia ,-ear approximllte the approprlaUona 
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-.. a.-. .,. '1'lleft ... ill, tile _,_,. th1za& na~ •• beea toM 1e 

~ to tiD tile c~QUtMa ens-tee We JMI' aD4 ... wtaetbel' at u. 

w ooal4 •n OD tu 1t .. ot tbe 4qa:rtaat ••'~••••· I 4oa't 

•• how ·,au ou write &Qth1DC tUI'tber, tbat be1118 tile tan. 

Q I tboqllt tben llipt be an 1a41oaUon traa oollpU'&UYe tablea. 

Q Mr. Iok:ea aa14 be toud a tbir4 O&lle ot colluahe bi441118 bJ the 

tour M8rican nHl oQaJl8JI1ea an4 aubai tted th• to JOU? 
• 

'l'HI PRESIDENT: They hul 'not ca. yet. It would be naturally re-

terre4 to the Federal Trade OCIIIIliaaion 111 th the other oases. 

Q What do you hear trom the Secretary ot State on the big war? 

'mB: PRESIDENT: Nothing. 1ust what you read in .the papers and not 
.. 

enrf1;hing you read in the papers. 

Q ADJthing in connection with oil? _ 
• 

TBI PRJSlDilil'l': Nothing. -
Q Ran you answered Gene's ( GoYernor Talmadge' a) letter at wel ccae, 

published yesterday? 

'1m: PRESIDliNl': Yes. 

Q Will you publish the letter? 

'1m: PRESID!Nl': Better get it troa hill • 

• 
Q I c glad ot that. I don't like 'to write about it. 

Q Han you started on your Atlanta speech? 

mE PRESIDENT: I dictated two pages and tore them up. I did not like 

them. 

Q How long will it run? 

You don't need a atorr toda7. Then isn't auoh in thia --

' • 



a ahl 1ft ot n ...... a'IMMt 11aber ~· u11 1 r II' ••· It . 

,w ftll rllq (ot DeW) DRt WHk I ou siTe,_._. flpna. 

~ 111-. Prealct.a\, 11b1le beN ban JOQ •1sM4 tile -

!JD HtiSIDIII'l: (1nterpo•1DS) n .• ,. haTf been or i~ •7' no~; I ~n'' 

know. 'l'hQae thlup ooae"'ln troa T&riou.a aouio... l1ft7' J)eOJl.e 

ban been eusPRe4. 

Q. Ban J'OU •1pe4 ~- 0~88ion of IlaTid A. IlaTia to be JUdp in Ue 

Northam District ot Alabula? I han an unole --

THE PHISIDEI'Il': (interposing) No appointment has been made and probablJ' 

will not be tor soma tlae. 

Q. How far in adnnce ot Thursd~ will we be able t o get the adnnce ~ 

cow of the speech?. 

THE PRESIDBNI': Thursday afternoon a01118t1Dle, it I can lllllke it. I will 

gin J'OU s ome parts ot 1t aJly'11ay. I 1llaJ' han to f i ll in · in t he 
,. 

aid.dle. 

Q. That middle part 

THE PRESIDmr: (1nterposi D8) I will try not t o put anJ'tb.ing in there 
' 

that will spoil your le ad . It probablJ' will be moetlJ' figures. I 

won 't get aome :figures until the laet m0111ent. 

Q. You will han a duck: party it t his weather keeps up • 
. 

'lHE PRESilJl!tfl' : Yea . 

Q. It is a l ong procession t oo; it will teke you all OTer the to'C. 

'1.'Bll: PRESIDENT: I saw the map in the Journal • . . . 
Q. D;f new rtai tors on the list , Mr. President? _, 

TH1 PRISIDKtl.l': I don't think so. .. 
Q. lhat •re J'OU an4 Kr. Allbr8J' l'illiDI.B d1ecn~aalll8'? 

'l'BB PRISlldlft': •• baftn'~. He ia camiq up at 2.00 o 1olook tor l'lmeh. 

' 



~ p•Nl ft...,.. • NUet. 

~ .. ..,. ,.. ban aft Si'Nl laS. all ll1• ...,. ... J•t .... 

tl3,000,000. I 414 80\ WU: Uat 1IGal4 taiDI luoll, wnl4 itt 

• 

SIURI'UR! IIOR!ICRliWJ: 1uat hora 4'oaUTrea. 

~ Are 70U solq to 'Y1a1t the c.c.c. C..p nen •ek - I hope? 

'!HI PRISIDIRr: Yea. 

MR. JllolRl'iRI: Tbia 1a the atbrDOon Conte:rence tor 1110rning papers. 
I 

'IBB PRISIIII:R'l': The C .c .c. Campa and the Pille Mountain denlop~~ant. 

Q I em enjO)'ing better rest (at the c.c.c. C&lllp) than theee boys are. 

1'HB PRESIImf.l': (to Mr. Aubrey Williams, 'lfllo had just arrin4) Cc:ae 

1n, Aubrey. Th\lY say you want 13 millions. I a that right? 

MR. WU.TJAMS: I don't know about t hat. 

'l'H! PRBSIDBm': I will hold you t o 1 t. 

Q. We will keep the Senator (Mr. Russell Young) a•y trom the c.c.c. 

CUlpa until you have bad a chance at them this year. (Laughter) ----
Q The Senator (Mr. Young) is g1 'Ying No. 27 onr at the Jflmcheater 

Kl~is Club in the baacent ot the Methodist Church on Tuesday 

night. 

'mE PRESIDENT: . That ought to be good. 
/ ' 

Jam. Mclm'IRE: He baa two new chapters in h1a book and they han uot 

been printed yet and he thought he might send them up and they 

would be anilable 1br your Atlanta speech. 

Q Probably an you a lot at wor17 • . . 
THB PRISIDIN'l': It you do that, 11a7be you can get the cow b)" 'l'lwreda7 



n.r ,,_, ... Dinlllt) amwe trr •• ... liN ... aunlt 
• 

111. llolWiiD: Ia .JUIIIF tlTlaa teed v'flrl : Y•·· 
Q. TOQI" ~blr 1a Dot OcaiD&'P 

!1m PRISlu.f: llo. 

tbat aM 1a Dot • 

'ml HiESIDINl': Bipt. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President • 

' 

• 
t 
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!ID JIRI:S!I 1: (~o the oorn.,oD4ea• ocwtDC o1R ot the o"'\qe) 81ede•; 

ba4 b nar a1'CJIID4 ne tift. (IAqbter) 

• 
~ Jlar4on our dr .. e; we ban been out plaJing a lot ot solt. 

m:1 PR!SIDBNT: I do DOt think there is anr nen at all, except I bel1en 

I baTe rour rec<X~Z~~endation as a liiOTie director. le will haTe so .. -

thing to do llhen we l ean the lbite Rouse. You ca.. with 111e and 

han a good j ob. 

Q It would be tine; I would like it • 
. 

'lE3 PRESIDBI'l': Mr. Troben, won't you sa:y "Yes"? 

You ought to have heard Mao (Jir. Mcintyre) sing last night. 

He •a good. He does not sing well though. 

KR. KciNl'IRR: When I tried to reach that low note I tel l ott the chair. 

mJ: PRESID!m': Yes, that_ was good. 

Q le uni7Arstand trcm Washington t hat the presidenc7 ot the Bl:port-

Import Banlc •• ottered to Jesse Jones. I do not know whether the 

morning paper accepted or not. 

TH1 PRESIDIR'l': I don't know. 

~ That .. au tbat thoae 'bents woul4 go into the R.~.C.? 

'lD PRBSIDZNT: Ob, ~. no; separate oorporatio:u. 
~ 

~ J'e1ee 11n't 801D8 to lean the R.r.c.t 
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m JIHII•m••l!la .. , tbat t• la aMlU• to ld• Pl'•••at taU••· It 1• 

n17 aoJa Ue - Jd.D4 ot wart beoaue 1t real 17' le lelldlq. 

Q st;o~e• ou' ot •aSDC'On I&J' 'bat aa.e olaaa trleD4 of JOQI'a 1a 

aqpniq that ,.ou ..,. so to ft.lladelpbia tor tbl OOUeaUOD -­

that J'01l waut to F tbe:N pertaull7 ad attend t!w' OODYutioa. 

'DII PRISlmtn': I •• it. Yw will set atones out ot enry other oiqo 

111 the l1Dite4 State• before .January. lt 1s all right. 

Q Ban ,.ou ~ choice in the •tter? 

'1'HI PRESIDINI': I han not thought about it. I think we had better 

haTe it down here on the top or Pine Mountain Valler. 

~ You are a candidate tor re-election? 

THE PRESIDIN'l': The National Cc:lll!littee will decide where the Co~nntion 

is to be held and the Connntion will decide Who 1a to be the candi-. 
date. 

Q Whr, Mr. Kurphyt 

'l'HE ~RESIDENT: "Mr. Murphy" 1a right. He was the 'l'almlany leader. He 

was the sort ot person who al•ys baa your hand. People would come 

to hilll and they would say, "Who 1s going to be D.OIIlinated?" and he 

would say, putting his hand out like tbat (indicating), "The Con-

Tention wil~ decide." 

Q The conTantion was largel.y held in a back: room somewhere -- the reu 

conTention, I mean. 

'1'H1 PRESIDJ!Nl': Yea, the reu ou in those ~~~. 

Q ~bing on the list tor taaorrOir? 

MR. lloiN'l'IRE: You haTe ou or two on the l1at. The looal people are · 

ooaing on WedDeaday d 10.30. 

Q There baa been so. curiosity -around the COUDtry abcNt tbia eetlate 

j 

1.. 

, 
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ot ,,. to '70 .sus• fe''•"• Gla ,_ teU u • tMr uet c-. 
wwJiliil.- we HtenSac to tlle l'l'aatat'• .,..u 1a M 1DM • 

· JronDer 29'b 11l111b1ob lie !lad rotorn4 to 11enten 'liM, 1a tM QlllN 

ot 1933, !lad told Ilia tbat the OCNdl'J' ooul4 MtolJ nua a wu.-1 
debt ot bot .. en SS and 70 billion dollara.) 

TKI PHISimR'l': I han a liin u.d I han lntora and I tb1Dk pro'ba'blJ U 

would be wonb 11h1lo to look up aGM ot the tiloa ot tile tsnnaal 

jOGl'Ml.a tor tho ._. period. 

~ You •7 han to loam to siq in this un oapa1p. I cue in 111tll 

a conductor an4 I told him about the speech and I aa14, "Gene (GoT­

arDOr Taladge) 1IJ going on the radio" lllld he said, "Gene is the 

only jackass in Georgia with a tenor Toioe. He ought to alq tor 

us." (~ughter) 

Q BaTe you receiTed a specific request to ·make public the names ot the 

bankers? · 

THE PRESIDEm': No. 

Q. Do you han any intent on ot doing so? l.-·'/ 

THE PRESIDmll': No. 

Q Ban you any news tor ua 

'm:B PRESIDENr: That's good', die (Mr. LOckett). I do not think th8re 

ia a~ at all. I hann't nen seen the Sun487 papers ud today_ia 
• 

Tuesday. 

Q Mr. President, what do you hear tram Waehington on th8 situation abroad? 

'lRI PRBSIDBN'l': I han not heard a peep except wbat is COIIllq out 1n tile 

papers. 

Q ~hiq on tba oil aanoUou? 

llo. 
!• 



., 

Q - •11en • tM 11n to'srt 

s llcnlll .. ea•P' .._, 1a o.t .. oat 1D ,. ,.,_. u4 I 

baft 11M 8Hil , .. 811100 8a'Ul'daJ af'HI'IIOOAe 
( 

. ' . . . 
Q """dd :.... :emu ulp ua sn a lin ot tbl banJcnat 

'1!m m.nar: I think u mo.. the D?Us ot .o. ot them h'•Mlt. 

Q Bow about the Ohioqo speech? When are w goiq t o be able to set an 

a4'f&DCe on that? 

'l!m PR.&SIDkNl': I han n~ thoasht ot it at all. I will t1'J to get part 

ot it .betare w lean. I ur han to add sou on the train. 
' 

Q. AN JOU going to mention the A.A.A.? 

'l'BE PRESIDENT: Yea. 

Q No politics? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. (Laughter) And that will be -- let's see -- that will 

be the titth opening gun of the campaign. 

Q Practically a salTo. 

'mE PRESIDENT: No. It started last May. One of tbe speakers in Ma7 was 

widely heralded a s tbe opening gun of the campaign and each speech 

since then l:Bs bean labeled as the opening gun of tbe campaign. I 

hope it will get started solll8time. 

Q You haTe got lots o f 8JIIIIUDition. ? 

Q Tbat is ott tbe record? 

'lRll: Hm:JIDIHl': Yes, ott the record. 

Q. What about the speech about j oining the church at N~re Due? 

'l'HI PRESI DENT: (laugb1J18) I will tell ,.ou what, ott tbe record, you 

ootl14 un. It is an interestill8 thing. .Tim Farler got a degree · the 

other 4&7 -- thh 1a ott the record, I a just gil'iDS JOQ a Up -

he 1a Irish aDd bll geta '& degree trc. a uni't'ersitr in Chattuoop. 



I tbbt lt 1a a ftl7, Ylll7 n--. laJ'lft 01" llnboll•t illftittiU•• 

M4 tM fbllwilll -* I p o'd, u ol4 tenet Dnob Betoa, u4 

.,n a deP"M trca linn a... 'rbG is a 11D04 o~•UOil. It ~ 
ao• we an bnatiq doe rel111ou prejwUoe at lan. 

Q Oh, ao; I still bah' 1:he Oatllol1oa. (lltupter) 

'1'BI PRISIDINl': Who has bee hkiDC 70111" IIOileJ', sterte (Mr. stephauon)t 

Q 'l'hat h ott the record? 

Q Wbd woul4 JOU write it JOU were writing a sto17 tor the papers? 

THE PRESIDBNr: I would write that a good tillle was had b7 all. 

Q Which 1a true. 

'l'BE PRESIDl!Nl': Which 11!1 true. 

Q Are you goiq to visit the c.c.c. Camp before you lean? 

'l'HE PRESIDBin': Yes. 

Q By the way, Walter Trohan is speaking in the basement of the Methodist 

Church onr here in Mancbe star. 

THE PRl!SIDBN'l': They are always proselyting; yes? 

Q They found out about Notre Dllllle. 

Q We are kept in the basement tbere. 

Q (Kr. Trohan) SaDetimea tbey hang with a rope; I am not going OTer. 

THE PRESIDENT: I really induced them to do that. 

0 Thanlc you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDINT: I don't think: there 1s at~y news end won't be tor the rest 

?t the week. 

Q The golf sa- will COilt1nue this afternoon. 

'1'BK PRJS~: Those Dtgro aoqs last n!Pt were wonderful. 

Q Orahu J'aolc.on. The7 wlll l>e here on J'riday Disbt tor the dance. 
( 

Will JOU be there? 
,r 

I 

.. 
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ocw ljiMfJU. 
P&111 aa.flll'UOe 1.a, 
Wua lpriJ118 J'oudaUca, aa Sprtqa, aa., 
Deo.-Hr I, li!D, 11.00 A.ll. 

TBI JIRJSIIQIII'l': I 414 not recognize Oeorp (Mr. Durno) without hia 

bonnet • 

Q J'ust the bod)r -- the eoul 18 gone. 

TBB PRJ:sntlilit: Good morniJig, Senator. How are you? 

Q (llr. Russell YoUJ16) J'ine. 

Q What time did you go t o bed? 

Q (Mr. Young) A little atter 12.00 . 

Q Mr. President, any comment on the strike of the utility companies 

against registering under the vecy liberal terms of the hold.ing 

company bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think we can almost paraphrase the late Mr. trurphy, 

"The Court will dec ide. " 

I do not think there is any news at all except that I am 

going out at a quarter past 1.00 with various engineers ot the 

c.c.c., the State Park Commission and the National Park people 

to re-engineer that r oad we wen~ over the other day. 

Q (Mr . Smith of the Atlanta Journal) Good; I think that is e. fine 

movement . 

THE PRESIDENT: W!J,e.t .they did first -- they thought they wanted the \ 

shortest distance between two points so they ran it absolutely 

straight. It ia, in a good many places, just up hill and down 

dale. It is meant t o be a scenic highway, so we are going out 

and re-engineer it. 

Q You had better make a bum job of it because, it it is a success, 

. . . .. 

: 



,oa ao _. wat w " oenea • poeat ..._. wtu ,._ a a , • . 

IF''II «ao (J.enp\er) 

!!II JIIDIDDi': I don't do the eq1Deer1Jas -- I lean tbat to the 

•1tneer8. All I ar 1a, "'!'here 1a a lonly Tiew. I baTe the 

aenhetio 88D8e. CaD 't you pouibly n1Dc the road OTer fifty 

feet 80 that I caD see the Tiew?" 

~ Ia Kr. Delano in the party? 

'1'BI PRI:SIDJRT: He went back :yesterday afternoon. 

~ I haTe been talking to GoTernor Osborn about a bridge oTer the 

Straits of l.tllchac. ,. 
THE mESIDENT: I have been learning a little geography from Governor 

Osborn this morning. I em very much interested in it. You can 
' 

say that as soon as I get back to Washington I am so much inter-

ested in what the Governor said that I am going to start the Army 

Engineers making a preliminary survey of it. 

GOVERNOR CHASE OOBORN: That is fine; that 1a ~gnificent. It makes 

your new part accessible. So we rather think that the Lake Su­

perior fishing and the bridge across the Straits of Mac~nac will 

make you cCIIle up there sometime. 

THE PRESIDl!NT: The Governor said that a good part of the year you 

can get across on an ice breaker. 

GOVERNOR OSBORN: In the sUIIIIIIIr the ferries are so congested that 

there are delays and great danger of collision. 

THE PRESIDENT: Two parts of the , same state cut in two. 

OOVJ:RNCE OSBCIUl: Andy .l'ohnaon (.rackaon?) did that and we want to J'JII!Jn'1 

that part of the country. 

~ I would like t o ask a Dhtrict ot Columbia question: CCIIIIII.lesiour 

. . 



Alla ill ftM1n~ton 1a aolq to atf01'4 a opporta1 t7 tor tu 

ol Uuu ot Wa8hlqton to Tote 111 an a4T1.ol'f ~ OD the probl-. 

ol'l!dq up ill the Diatrlot so as to sulde the Oc.duloners on the 

aatim.ent in the o1tr. I wonder 1f you haTe any news on that at 

all? 

THB PRIS:rm:tfl': Not yet. Let me check with Allen when I get back. It 

ls a new one on me. 

Q. Ill connection with roads, will you follow out your transportation 

Message of the last session and request the enactment of legiala-

tion for the regulation of all forms .of transportation being 

settled in one Government agency? 

' THE PRESIDEm': I don't know that we can go any further than we have 

been talking about already . We have put t he busses and trucks 

under the Interstate Commerce Commission and the question is still 

open as to whether certain phases of shipping, inland shipping, 

lake shipping and ocean shipping, both coastwise and foreign, 

· should be, for rate purpose~ , under the Interstate Commerce Cam-

mission. Of course we haven 't got it in a bill yet although it 

has been agreed upon. 

Q. Regulation of all forms of shipping? 

THE ERESIDENT: Of transportation, that is the general thing. Every-

thing that can be coordinated in one body ought to be. 

Q. What are the prospects? 

THE :mESIDENT: Here 1s a case that would not come under, :interstate 

camnerce, the lighting of the highways, that being purely an 

administrative function. 

Q. Department of Commerce? 



!II & ~nat, ot ooarae, woal4 r-1a ~. '!'bat 1a aa 

· ill11dnt10D ot the 41v1aion ot tunct~ou, bu~ all :replatOl'J 

twl.ct1ou ot all tre.DaportaUOD oupt to be 1D ODe bod7. 

Q Ooul4 10U qQiliWDt on the a~oey that appeared thh JIOl'lllq trca Yull-

incton, tram Secretary Bull, which waa interpreted aa bet.~ a 

W&l'll1ng to :the J'apaneae not to go too far in northern ChiD&? 

TBB PRISIDBR'l': I had not heard of it. I ban not read the papera ,..t. 

Q We ought to get one international story. (Laughter) 

Q Senator George yesterday erpressed a personal opiDion that it the 

Supreme Court invalidated' A .A.A., we were very close to a manu­

facturers' sales tax. Do you care to comment on that? 

TBE PRESIDENT: No. 

~ How a re you getting along with your speech? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't done a thing on it, not a thing. 

~ We have bad it practically completed for t our days now. Let's have 

that stricken tram the record. (Laughter) 

~ The Senator (Mr. Young) is sending up No. 62 this atternoon. (Laughter) 

~ In connection with this railroad problem, SO!Ilebody seems to know ,.. ~· ... 

what is going on and it seems as though they are adopting the 

Salt Lake City end ot the plan ot reducing their fixed chargee. 

Is anything going on within t he Administration except for the 

R.F.C.? 

TBE PRESIDENT: I think the only thing is that through :BaatiiiUl' s 

organization and through the CQiimission itself they are encourag­

ing the railroads ~o get rid of unprofitable branch linea and to 

substitute buaaea tor them and ~ get rid of surplus traotase 

and awitches and things like that. The railroada are tr,iDa to 



ooo.paateu4 are coopen.t1q TG'J, TG'J welllllth tlla. I 

th1Dk tbls past reu -- I •• the tlp:res tor 1 t the other 4aJ --

I tb1nk they abandoned oTer a thoue&Dd miles ot tracks &Dd OD17 

' built •1sht7 miles ot nn track. 

Q Spe•kSq ot hls~rs around h81'e, are rou familiar w1 th this :road 

on the Ool\llllbus lUgh•r onr tbe :railroad -- that cuned br1dse? 
·' 

It twists around and dips down. 

TBR PRI!:SID!NT: This Columbus road is going to be graded sane dar. 

Q It is pretty well graded now except that one place. 

THE l'RFSID~: It 18 on the map . It is a bad place . 

Q Will we get the text tanorrow? 

THE PRESIDENt': That is only a hope; I don' t know. I am going to be 

out praotica.lly all a fternoon . I will try to do a preliminary 

dratt this atternoon and evening and get you something betore 

we leave. 

-Q Yol;l are not hoping any more than we are . 

MR . MoiNTmE: What time are you going to get back trom that trip? 

THE mESIDENI': Two houre or more. 

MR . MciNTYRE: You may get a chance to work on it this atternoon. 

Q How about Notre Dame? 

TBE PRESIDENT: I have to write that speech t oo . Will you help me? 

Q That Notre Dame speech? 

THE PRESIDmT: I am going to tell thsn what transpired in the base-

ment ot the Manchester church . ~nepired" is a good word. 

(lAughter) 

Q Thank you, t~. President. 



·. 

... 
din~ .... 1156. 

ll~lft ottl._ ot tbl11h1te Bcna ... 
1*-Ml' 13, 1935. 10a30 A. •· 

'!II JU&Dmlft': Bow la eTer)bocl" Bu tile belaartor ot all 1lbo ata,M at 

hou been &004 while ft wre ._, 

'rBI PRISIDIII'l: I oould oertifl' to the ohare.oter ot those wbo wnt 111 th ua. 

They nre all right. They got a very high u.rk. 

Q We ahould bave a certificate. 

Q We acquitted ouraelvea admirably before the Kiwanis Club at Manoheater 

aDd we all sot a oertitioate when we got ~e. 

'lEI PBESIDEm': We are hartng t he speeches put in tbe Congressional Record. 

Q You might give them the idea, too. 

MR. DONAIMON: All in. 

THI P.Rm:3IDENT: I do not think: there is any news that_ you have not heard. To 

you who stayed behind 1n· Washington I W8.llt to report thet the Press at 

. Warm Springs made a 100 per cent record. They bad a tee.st ot reason 

aDd a now ot many speeches which 11111 appear in the Congressional Reoord 

shortly. 

Otherwise, everything is quiet. 

Q Are you speaking ot tbe Senator Young School ot Expression? (Laughter) 

Q The Post Ottioe Department he.d a disastrous tire 8Dii the local tire 

chief aid that tbe tile room. in which the tire ooourred, was one 

ot tbe worst tire bazarda 1me&inable .and he a aid turther tbat the 

tire depertlle.D.t hea DO juriediotion in Ooveruent tilea. 

THE PRES.IDilfl': I think tbey should. I think it .,uld be a very 8)0d 

; . 



-· 
WDC if tile ftft 4.,.n..At ..... WN l'Mpo..t'18 al onJA ..a. 
npon• oa GoY•r••at h1141ap, 1aa111111ac tU• :roau. 

Q n. I ua4 tile parda outll14e 1lbT tile White Bouae 4oon opea la, ~ 

8~4 tbq 414 DOt ltDGw tile NUOD. (l.etlhtel") 

!Ill ~UIIIlfl': I th1Dk n oupt to bave an ltn'eat11at1on ude. 

Q 'l'ba Diatl'iot law ia that tha7 open out. (Lmalhter) 

'1'BI PRliSIDWN'l': Ia it? Ia thia a .PlbUO buildllll'l 

Q It ia DOt a Diatri.ct ·buildiD«• 

'l'BI PRESIDENT: I don't think it 1a even a public buildiDS on soma oocuioua. 

I do not th1 nk there 1a any news e.t ell. 

Q Is it your intention to seek neutrality legislation in relation with 

the stepa whi ch have already been teken to discourage war profits? 

'1!lE PRESIDENI': I cenDOt e.nswer that intelligently yet. We will han to we.!\ 

about two weeks. 

Q Will you make that the subject of e. Message to Congress? 

TBB PRESIDXNT: llake what? 

Q New and permanent neutrality legislation? 

THE PRESIDENT: We have to have something before the first of Febru&r7, 

obTioualy. The old Act runs out. Whether we are going after a.w 

neutrality legislation, I don't know. Obviously, we will trT to get 

something before the first of February. 

Q. Will it invol T8 a lleasage to Congress? 

THE PRESIDENI': I don't know; I have DO idee.. 

Q. Will you ask for N.R~. legislation? 

THE PR.IiSIDENr: I haven't the taintaat idee.. I haven't a report 7et. 

Q What d14 you think ot Kajor BerrT'• oonterenee? 

'l'BI PRESIDINl': I do DOt lcnow enough about it. 
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,.. -- to ··-.-· "' - ...... ,.. * autJJil .... -

!Ill JIRISJDS i l Oll, DO o 

Q On \Jd. • B.R.A. report, .,u1.4 tllat oou trca th8 J'ecleral. 'rre4e o 'utoat 

Are \UJ uld.DS a atu47 at th8 preaat t1Mt 

!Ill JlUSIDilfl': I do DOt mow, J're4 (Mr. 18aU7). I th1Dt tMJ' are 8t114Jiq 

it 8114 nrioua oth8r people are atud)'iq it. '~'bee are a good IUJlJ' 

aqlea aD4 th8n also, ot oourae, the N.R.A. ia repor\iq to Ccussre .. , 

or a Oollllllittee of Oongreaa, I haYe forgotten which it ia. There -.. a 

Resolution passed . 

Q Mr. President, can you tell us about your talk yesterday w1 th NaY8l 
.. 

people? · 

THE BUSIDENr: We spent two solid ·hours going over the Naval Reserve 

pro blan. Where 1a Ray (llr. Clapper·) ? Honestly, we did. 

Q How many are .. in there? 

THE PRESIDENT: Much too few. The real question was this: Starting awa:r 

back in 1913 I have been interested in getting aome kind of a Naval 

Reserve bill up. After the War, in 1920, we bed all kinds ot paper 

plena end from that date to this date they r8111eined mostly on paper. 

The result is we have a wholly inadequate Naval Reaene. What we 

were discussing was not only a definite effort to put it on paper . 
but to create a Reaene that would be adequate. The general figure 

we are aboot1ng tor 1a a Nual Resene of about lSO,OOO men. 'l'hat·· 

.,uld ino1\Jle, ot courae, all different kiDda of wbat might be called 

claaaea. For inatanoe, tbue would be the 16 to 20 JN1' men wbo haTe 
I 

aerved three, tour or t1Te enliataellta in the llaTJ'. '1'heD there .,ul4 be 



.. u.. fii'OWill *' Hrnl r.,u or el-' or twlw ,.a• 1a tile llnFJ 

~· WIMll4 M lftduatea of tM llaftl JU11\1u, people troa ... .-. 

abipe, u4 ao r.,rth • . It 'mlllcl take • 8004 UD7 ,.u. to 110m it up 

to lSO~OOO .... lilt n do 4et1D1tel7 wut to ..a • atan. 

\ 

Q Do JOQ t.nr mw aaJ17 w haTe aow? 

'!Ill JRE!i PI: You bed better cbeck on that. I think it ia -­
( iDterpoa1DI) 

Q/We wre tolcl :J'tllte:rdq, 30,000. 

'1!11 PHISIIJINT: I think that includes the inactin liat too. I don't beline 

it ia aa hip as that. Twenty-two to twenty-five tbousaDd on the 
• active list. 

Q Do they propose a bill to put these un on a regular pay atatu•? 

THE PBESIDKN'l': It would be very much the wey t.be J.:rmy handles their 

Reserves. The &SIIle thing tor tbe Marine Corps aDd Starr Corps. 

We elso talked over another problem tbat relates to Statt Corps. 

!'or instance, on the medical end, the Army has enrolled most ot the big 

doctors in the oountry am put them in the Reserve, being able to otter 
I 

them a rank ot Major or Lieutenant Colonel or Colonel. Under our law 

it baa been impossible to get high-class doctors in the Navel Reserve 

because we can only otter the rank ot Senior Lieutenant. So, we want 

to equeli ze that. The 881118 thing applies to supply otticera and 

instructQra, tor eXB!I1ple civil en@ineers. 

Q By any chance, did you discuss the London Conference? 
• 

THI PRESIDL'll': No, not at all. It was not 1118nt1oned. 

Q Have t.be .business men given you any auggeJtiona u to bow to t aka people 

ott ' tbe relief rolla? 



- JIINQa!s I bnft't ta. N.- ftiU'N• I W tale Dwpu' !•' of 

Wbor ftpN8 -~ tii.Ne w..U ql) ba tb8N 111.ll be 80M _,N 

Out MODo 

Q llr. Pna14ent, i• tbere c:r pre•eDt intention to exteD4 tb8 uutnlit:r 

leshlation to include raw aater1al8'? 

'rBI PRJ5n>.llfr: I can't diaOil .. it becau .. Conan•• baa not IP)tten hare :ret. 

Q The Pederal Reaene Board Open Market Oomaittee met and decided to take 

up ita .A4rteor:r Council 'a IIU88&ation that tbe:r sell Qovel'Dlll8nt bo:ada. 

Do ;,ou consider that 3 billion reaene of meber bank~ unheeltb7? 

TB! PREl3D>EN'l': That is a 11 ttle bit too technical to awtnr ofthaD4. 

Q When do you expect to announce the appointment of the new members of 

the new Pederal Resene Board? 

TBI PRESIDlWl': I won't send their nemes to the Senate until the middle of 

January. 

Q The dead line is February tirst? 

THE PRE:3IDENT: Yes. 

I 
State Bar Association? 

I 

Q. A:re ;,ou considering speaking before t-he Ohio 

THE PRESIDENI': I think I wee asked and bed to se.y that I could not possibly 

do it . There is only one possi bill ty of going away from Washington 

next month and that is still tentative, s o I think you had better not 

write about it -- tbe dedication of tbs Theodore Roosevelt Memorial in. 

New York at the Natural History Museum. I laid the cornerstone and 

they want me to atte~ tl» final dedication. It was built b7 the state. 

Q Anything on Budget? 

Tl:ll PRESIDD'r: No; lllald.ng progress. 

Q On tbl. t otl»r -- n can't use it? 

nm FBISIDINT: No. It is eoanhere around the lliddle of January an4 I u not 
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800Dt 

'fBI PBISII*RI': l'nDoet '!'here 1a 110 ncuq. 

Q 1lo ncaOJ? (Laughter) 

Q One of 11q ecU tor a a eked u to aak JOU tbat queatlon • • 

ml PRISIDI:N'l': There len't 1m7 end I hope there 10n't be a~. 

Q Do rou .care to •ar anrthlng about t.be denlopllente in the a1lnr 

market thie ' week? 

TBI PRESIDD!': You will ban to ask the Treuurr. 

Q Thank JOU, Kr. President. .. 

.. 



OOD'lDiltW. 
...... CoatweDOO ICIT. 
lueaUw ottiooe ot tho llhito Bouo, 
Doo.-bor lT • 181&, '·06 P.M. 

TBE PRESIDEHTa Haw 1a eweybod7? 

! I 

Q Hae aDJboc17 ;yet dilconred what happened to Horman Th0111.1? 

TBE PRESIDBHT: I ba~•n't heard yet. There are ~ rumor• afloat. 

MR. DOHALDSOli I All in. 

THE PRESIDENT• I don't think there is any new. at all. I com.end 

to you the old linee --

"'Twas tl),e night before Chriltmae, when all through the streets 

Not a creature was stirring,"not even the Preas. 

Let it go at that. 

Q Is ·that Press spelled with one "a" or two? (Laughter) 

Q Mr. President, 1110uld you care to coliDIIent on the f'aot that the 

little republic of' Finland has made its payment on the war debt? 

THE PRESI DENT: Only to expreas my happiness and appreciation. 

Q Mr. President, the W.P.A. hasn't given out any figures showing 

employment under the relief program, except those of' November 15. 

They have been promising "later in the week" tor the last three 

weeks. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know any mor e than you do. 

Q You haven't had any details? 

THE PRESI DENT : No. 

Q Mr. President, the spok:eeman for the Federal Counoil of Churches 

hae asserted you were going to take some action to eilence the 

Army and Navy officers tor their oriticiam of the Federal Council 

of Church••· Can you tell ue anything about that? 

- ' 

.. 
' 



.., -· 
!81 PIDIDU!a Jo. ftat• • eon ot ro--so4boat. 

Q 11r. Predclat. do JOU oare to .Ue aq oa.llslllnt OD tbe !owuall 

old-as• peneioa plaDT 

1'BI PllBSIDD'fr •o. not at thie tiM. 

Q 11r. Preaident, will you dieoues yoUr- plan for tiD&DciDs' beyond 

the titteeD aillion that ie about exh&ueted? 

THE PRES !DElfT : It beillg a very •jor--I think I have said thie before-­

a very -.jor public worlc that will cost a very large sua, I .feel 

that there should be eome form of Baogressional approval. I don't 

lcnaw what sum will be included in the publio works bill. That, 

of course, if it goes through, means eongreaaional sanction; and 

if it doesn't" go through, it means we cannot go ahead with it. 

Q There will be a public works bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes . 

Q Independent of the ordinary budget? 

THE PRESIDENTs There is no budget bill. They are appropriation billa. 

Q You mean by that the $500 ,000,000 propositiQn? 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes. As a matter of fact, it probably won't run as 

high as $500,000,000. 

Q Will there be major projects? 

THE PRES I DENT : Yes • 

Q Have you received, Mr. President, the Santee-Cooper River Project? 

THE PRESIDENT: The last engineering report came in about six months ago. 

Q They had a special report. 

THE PRESIDEHTa There is no reason why that should not be •de public . 

You can get it from the An13 EDgineere or Interior. It 1e only 

about two pages. 



!D PllllDDia Jo. 

Q llr• Preddat. oan 7011 tell u wb&t JOU ban 1D a1ll4 for relief 

tbl'oup pablio work• 1D the uw Judsett 

'fBB PRBBIDEIITa JJot )'et. 
. 

Q Would projeote like QuoddJ take additional moner? 

THE PRESIDEtna !!! uno0111pleted proj eote. 

Q Thil 6oDgre11ional aeotion of the Canal will be a aeparate bill, 

will it not! 

THE PRESIDENTa Not necessarily. 

Q Mr. President, do you oare to discuss the cont inuing decline in the 

price of silver? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I would have to ask the Treasury. 

Q Mr. President, are you disposed to comment on the pr ogress or lack 

thereof of the London Naval Conference? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don' t believe I can, Fred , 1 think it i s safer not . 

Q Ha s there been any consideration of that ~30 , 000 , 000 pr oject in 

st. Louis? 

THE PRESIDENT: 1 don't know. That is a. question tied up with the 

Attorney General ' s office . In other wor ds, the !iissouri Legis-

lature , 1 think, created this author ity with the author i ty to 

contract for the purchase of land up to a certain sum provided 

the Federal Government matched their share. 
' 

Q There were. three to one. 

THE PRESIDENT: T~ee to .one, whatever it waa. We don't have enough 

tunda to obligate for the entire projeot. We oould give thea a 

emaller aua out ot w.p~. to put people to work on the d..olition 



ot tile lndlcl!IIC•• lnat w M""ot &in tba tU wlaole ••· fbe 

Attor'M7 Gaeral holu tbaii n o•nnot &in tba &DJ ..,. the 

preeeat law. Pro'babl7 that •sne tba~ we would ban to &et e011e 
-J 

klDd ot autborlaatlon bill or reeolutlon throQCb Coacreee 1n order 
I 

to obUpte the Pederal GoveriiiSeDt to pay at 1011e later date the 

b&lanoe ot our ebare onr and above the UIOunt we give now aa 

work reliet. 

Q Could that be lnoluded in the leu than $500,000,000, or would 

that be & separate bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: I told the St. Louis people I would try to get that 

through the first week of the session. 

Q Will housing be included in this n~ public works bill? 

THE PRESIDENT : I don' t know. 

Q Will this bill contain only specif'ic appropriations or new public 

works funds? 

THE PRESIDENT: Specific appropriations. 

Q Chiefly those already under way? 

THE PRESIDENT: Chiefly those already under way. 

Q That means there will be no new Public Works Administration? 

THE PRESIDENt: ' I didn' t say thatl (Laughter ) 

Q Will you continue the double budget system through the next year? 

THE PREsiDENT I Continue it? 

Q Yea. , 

THE PRESIDENT: Never have had a separate budget--there has been just 

one budget. 

Q Your relief budgetJ ot oourae it 1a all together, but I llle&ll the 

various allooationa. The Treasury baa eegrepted the apendituree--

' 



reU.et tl'ca Ol'tUvey upa41tvea. 

!Ill PIISIDD'fa S... •·i tbeJ aesrepte J.:rrq traa k'f7 or ~iDe 

elae. 

~ 11&7 I aak you thia queatiozu What do 70u tbiDk ot Mr. Boonr'a 

re.arka about your detioit? Be e&J'I 70u were $2,200,000,000 

ahort. 

THE PRESIDENT: Look it up l 

Q I have an eaay one , ail'. (Laughter . ) A:D.y collllll8nt you care to 

make on the Legion program submitted to you today? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, Fred. 

Q What an~er did you give the Governors of Iowa and Nebraska on 

the project between Council Bluffs and Omaha? 

THE PRESIDENT: Told them if their statement was checked up by the 

Roads Administration, and it didn't cost the Government any 

more money, and there were no other objections , I thought it waa 

a pretty good idea. 

Q Do you care to comment on Mr . Hoover's new style of public 

speaking? (Laughter . ) (No answer. ) 

Q I have a harder one, Wr . President . Are you diapoaed to explain 

your action of approving the allotment of $61 , 000 to build a 

new hou,e for elephants at the Zoo in Washington? 

THE PRESIDENT: YesJ in the first place, you are too low--it ia 

$61,800. Don't forget the 800. And in the aeoond place , the 

' 

reason for approving that waa it was brought to my attention by 

the Smithsonian and the Natural History lluaeum in New York and 

T&rioua eoientifio and political aooietiea that the elephant ia 

in srne ~·r or l!eoa1ng eninot. {Prolcmsed la\l&htel". ) fhe 



•• • . • -- thiltc .... , •• 4 1la 11M oue of tiM lnattalo uon 'tlla1rV 01" 

ton, ,....., aco. u4 bJ tbe liberal ape"t.twe of Pederal t 1r 

the buffalo ir rtill in airtaoe ar a rather rare u4 ilaterert-

1Dg n1•l. We hope to pr .. el"ft the elephant in the .... oapaoitJ 

for future seurationr. and therefore we are ak1Dg thil appro­

priation to be Uled, firlt, in the lfatiOD&l capital to wbioh 

tourilt1 resort troa all over the nation, and, 1eoonclly, a larse 

part of this money, I \Dlderstand, will be uaed not only for an 

elephant house but also f or di gging a pit for the elephant& 

(Laughter. ) • 

Q )(r. President, you are sure you are not trying to make a donkey 

out of the elephant? (More laughter.) 

THE PRESIDENT : No d!Uiger ot their becoming extinct& 

Q That &nllll'ers very well, sira thanlcsl 

Q Thank you, Mr. Preeidentl 

• 

• 

' 



lil'illiNflll, 
llit.aU,,. orrsaaa ot the llbite Boue, 
Prid&7, Deollllber 10, ltJS, 10.17 .&..11. 

D UBLT (betore ..-er• ot the Pre .. o ... in)' Bow about nat 

Tue•daf, 11r. Preddent--chrilta• EnT 

THE PRESmEIITa That's b&dJ we rill have to •hitt th&t, beoau .. I 

will be going to the Park. Probably better shift it to Kond&y. 

MR • . DO.NALDSONz \ All in. 

THE PRESmENT a It has been suggested that because next Tuesday after-

noon is Christmas Eve we ought to shift the Tuesday conference t~ 

Monday afternoon, if that is all right with you people, 4.00 o'clock. 

We are calling a North American Wildlife Conference February 3 

to 7, to be held in Washington, the purpose being to bring together 
. 

all interested organizations, agencies, and individuals in behalf 

of restoration and conservation of land, water, forest, and wild-

life resources~ The conference will be under the direction of a 

Citizens' Committee which I will appoint under the chairmanship of 

Mr. Silcox (F. A.), Chief Forester. - The governors of the various 

states, or persons designated by them, will be invited, and in 

addition every state will be asked to send twice as many delegatee 

as it has Senators and RepresentativesJ so there will be a total 

of 530 times 2--about 1,060. The delegates from the states will 

' , be selected at meetings of the conservation organisations within 

each state, leaving that up to eaoh state to determine the details 

of the method • . At the general meetings each day--separate meet-
' " 

inge of scientists and t~ohnioiana in eaoh field involTed--they 

will dieou•• re1toration ot the rapidly ~iahing wildlife ot the 

' 



oODtf==t. 11bloh ilwoln• abo •oU erod•• re•torati.OD ot 

t.poua4e4 •ter. ud pollut10D oODtrOlJ abo a 'better ut111aa-

tlon of the pubUo do-.111. worthleee land•• D&tioD&l pal'ke. 

foreete. et oetera. The)' will adopt a prosraa and lake detWte 

reo• ratione ae to •thode ot closer cooperation 'betnen 

lntereeted groupe. lndirlduah, and GoYernment agenoiee. The 

tiDal objectiYe ie reetoration and oonserY&tion of D&tional land. 

forests, and wildlife resources. 

Q I s that the resul t ·of Ding 's agitation? 

THE PRESIDENT: Partly the result of the tremendous impetus that he 

gave to the whole subject. 

Q Kr. President , do you plan to ask the r epresentatives of any 

foreign countr ies in on that? 

THE PRESIDENT : I don ' t .know; I can't an~JWer that defi.nitely. Probably 

they will seek to have some there from Canada and Mexico . 

Q I was wondering, because they call it t he North American Conference . 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q Is it to be assumed that you will address this opening meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT : I don't thinlc so . We will probably.have a auall 

gr oup oome in here. 

Q Will Mr. Hopkins be in on that? There have been some complaints 

f r om Field and Stream and other interested magazines that there 

was a lack of cooperation between Ding's bureau and Hopkins' 

or ganization; tha~ Hopkins• mosquito c~trol section goes into 

places where it isn't neoesaary and wipes out a lot of wild fowl 

f ood. I wondered it it would be an attempt to get tboee fellow. 

together. 



TBB PIBSIDBI!a I auppoae ao. 

Q Ia the w ... ther Bure&u iDYolncl in thia alaoT 

THE PUSmEBTa Only nry, Tery indireotl;y. 

Q Will they be likely to reoa.DeDd legialationT 

211 -a 

THE PRESIDENT: . I, doubt it. They already han that. (Pauae) 

Anybody any further queationa? 

Q Mr. President, han you any idea how much will be left out of thia 

year's $4,000,000,000 at the end of the fiaoal yearT 

THE PRESIDENT: No, reports to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Q Mr. President, are you transferring N.R.A. to the Commerce Department? 

THE PRESIDENT: There will be some kind of announcement on that probably 

in two or three 'days. The way you have stated it, I couldn't say 

yes or no, either one . 

Q Would you suggest some way I could state it so you could answer? 

· · (Laughter ) 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I 1 ll tell you; I 'll take pity on you. We are 

'.considering it,· ·b'ut we haven't got the final order drafted for 

the transfer of N.R.A. to two or three departments. In other 

words , certain functions will go to one and certain functions to 

another during the remainder or the life of N.R.A. 

Q Is Federal Trade one of them? 

THE PRESIDENT: The details are not worked out yet, and you will have 

to wait. 

Q Where doe~ George Berry fit into this, if at all ? 

THE PRESIDENT·: He fits in perfect-ly. 

Q Thanlc you, Mr. President l 

• 

. . 
\ 



CODlDiftW. ,.. ••• c.t•-· ~18' 
.... ntw ottlo•• ot tM White Bouee, 
JIOIICkJ', Deo.-ber 21, 1816, ,.0'7 Polio 

MR. DONAI.DSOia .Ul in. 

.. 

THE PRESIDEI'l'a I euggut that except tor the eooiety col\DIIDI we put 

the lid on tomorr~bout 12 o1 olook,noon, it that ie all right 

with you people, until Thureday morning. 

Q Very good, air\ 

THE PRESIDENT : I don 1 t think I have any newe. 

Q Mr. Preeident, have you any comment to make on Governor Pine hot' e 

open letter? 

THE PRESIDENT : I haven't got it yet. It may be in my mail. 

Q Mr. President, is Ur. Robert L. Johnson, Relief Director in Penneyl-

vania, going to Europe on a mission for you? 

THE PRESIDENT: He ie going to Europe , anyway; and he is go ing to ma.ke 

a report on reli ef problema in Europe. He is g~ing at his own 

expense; it won' t cost either the State of Penneylva.nia or the 
I 

Federal Government anything. 

Q What kind of problema, Ur. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: Relief . 

Q Kr. President, I have a rather formidable list of questions sent to 

m.e by my office for you; there are four of them. The first one 

ie: When ie W.P.A. going to take care of the three and one-hal£ 

million on relief rolla? · 

THE PRESIDENT: I think the last figures were 3,480,000, or about 

20,000 ehort of the goal . You work that ~ut on a percentage baeie 

and it amounts to a quarter ot one percent or an eighth ot one 



peroat. In other worcl1, it 11 about 99 7/8 perout euooe11hlo 

Q . Here 11 •o. 2 z I• tbe publio juetitiecl in tb1Dt1Dg the Federal 

Gonrawt •• o~itted to taklDg oare ot all ellployablee T 

THE PRESmEBTz Repeat that. 

Q I1 the public justified in thinking the Federal Government •• 

committed to taking oa.re of all employablea? 

THE PRESmENT: That 1a 1or t of a oatoh queetion. In other words , i t 

presupposes that there is some gr ound for supposing that the 

public has any thought along that line, which I don' t .think they 

have. ' You see the situation is a very simple one: Away back on 

the 5th of January last year we had to put in some kind of esti-

mate for appropriations , and that estimate was baaed on figures 

that showed that there were about--as far as anybody could t ell 

after a pretty careful survey--three and one-half million 

employable& unemployed in the country--employable needy unemploy-

ed; and I said that to Congress in just those words. At the same 

time I estimated it would take four billion dollars . Of course 

some people will drag in the four billion eight, 1.1 is cuato1111.ry 

with a certain kind of story writers. It was four billion dol-
. ' 

lara for the care of those three and one-half million people 

. during the fiscal year 1936; and Congress gave us four bil lion 

dollars to take car e of three and one-half mill ion people . 

That is a perfectly clear, simple statement. If there were 
-leas than three and one-half million people, obviously we would 

-> . 
not spend the four billion dollars; and if there were more than 

three and one-half million people. obviously we would not han 

enough aoney to take care of the additi onal peopl•· 



COIIP'e .. pn u tom- bilUOD clolla.ra • With that w ocnalcl 

ODJ.:y take oare ot three &.D4 one-halt ailliOD people in thb 

current tiaoal year. Got aome more! 

Q .Yea, air, two more. Thia ia an •it" one. It the t our billion 

dollara doean•t care tor the three and one-halt million people, 

,~ who will be responaible tor the reat? 
I 

THE PRESIDENT : States , counties, municipalities, and private charity. 

Q Have the States and municipalities &llY responsibility beyond the 

three and one-half million? 

THE PRESIDENT : They .have entir e responsibility over and above the 

three and one- half milli~n. Congress said four billion for 

three and one-half million people , and I have to stick to the 

money that has been appropriated to me . 

Q Mr . President , do you still consider that three and one-half 

millio~ an accurate estimate, or is it more than that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I should say at the present time , taking the country 

as a whole, it is an accur ate estimate, within a very small per-

oentage . Of course , there again you have to look at the picture 

as a whole . It is not an accurate estimate in some places . It 

is too hi gh in some places; in other places it is too low. 

Q Thank you, sir , that ends my list . 

Q Could you tell us what you discussed with Mr . Fleming , of the 

~.B .A. today? 

THE PRESIDENT: Jus~ the general, banking situation--that was all. 

Q How about the conference with Governor Eccles, Mr. President? 

' THE PRESIDENT : Same 'thing . 

Q Did you ·discuas appointment• to the new Federal ReserTe Board? 

•• 



I 

'fBI Puamlfta lot ~tJ soiJI& to prett7 IOOilo 

Q llh&t do you thillk ot llro Pla1ng'a atate.nt to Ul he WI soiJI& 
' 

to hold resioaal ... tinge ot b&Dtera to take o.er a good portion 

of t he Gonrzment lending agenoieeT What do ;you think ot that 

planT 

THE PRESIDEHTa It isn't really m:y child . Isn't that th~ American 

Bankers' Association? 

Q Yea, air. 

• 

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot properly comment on plans of a wholly private 

organization. 

Q The sponsors ot the Florida Ship Canal say they expect another 

allotment. Do you expect to dig up more money for tpem before 

Congress comes in? 

THE PRESI DENT : I don't know. Isn't there enough money to keep them 

going? 

Q I think for a few months. The sponsors say there will be another 
~ .. 

allotment. 
• 

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know ot. 

Q Have you discussed with the Secretary the P.W.A. applioation in 

connection with the Birmingh&m Industrial Water System? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , I didn' t . 

Q I believe he was to send you a memorandum. 

THE PRESIDENT 1 I don' t think I have got one . I don' t think I have 

hear d about it the last three or tour days . As I understand the 

situation, ther e have been various a llotments made on other 

projeots, and the only way thia could be put ~ough would be to 

canoel the allotment made for two or three plants , and that ia 

. '· 



Ill- 15 

t1e4 up 1D the oovt. 

Q llr· Preddent, how doea llt.jor Berry tit in with the zurw H.a.A. 

!xeovthe order? 

THE PRESIDEIITa 'What ~o you meanT 

Q Hd· -ntion 1e -.de of hill at all, and I was wondering why prOTiaion 

waa not •d•· 

THE PRESIDENT : He will just continue . 

' ~ Will hia pereonnel oome from the N.R.A. 

THE PRESIDENT: I auppose it will come out 

payroll? 

of the N.R.A . funds just 

like everybody else. 

Q Under the direction of the Department of Commerce? . 
THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and Labor, et cetera . There would not be any 

change. 

Q Can you give us an idea how much money you have at the present time 

of the four billion dollars not spoken for? 

THE PRESIDENT: It has all been spoken for . 

Q Another budget , seven billion, with a billion and a half deficit--

is that it?· 

THE PRESIDENT: ' . Same comment-s- which is unprintable; in other words, 

just another cook-eyed guess . I haven't seen one which is right 

yet. 

Q Mr. President, have you oompleted your rellef budget estimate? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no. 

Q Will it be submitted with the general budget estimate? 

THE PRES !DENT 1· Ae far as I know. 

Q Mr. President, estimating your bud&et, the public debt would be 

$30,726,000,000. Today it is $30,600,000,000 • 

. 
I 



Do JOU apeot to paee that buqet ot ;rowe! 

THE PRBSIDEITr · Tou will hue to aek tbe Treaeury. I hann't the 

taillteet idea. I don't know what tbe1r f1Mncing 11. We han 

an enoraoue balance on hand at the preeent time. 

Q They carry $2,200,000,000. 

THE PRESIDENT• That 1a very exceeein. I have noticed a great ~ 

1torie1 whioh 1aid that all of a sudden, ove~ night la1t week, 

the national debt inorea1ed $960,000. Put out in that form, it 

honestly is a plain deception on the American people. In other 

words, let me put it to you this way: 

( 

.... 

Suppose you had some expenditures that had to· be met, s~y 

$10,00~. next spring; you kn~ you had to meet them next spring, 

but you decided that the market was pretty good to borrow the 

money at the present time , and you therefore borrowed $10,000 

today and put it directly into the bank on deposit . Would it 

be a fair thing for you to say that you had gone into debt 

$10,000 over night? That is the answer, and that is the answer 

to the stories you write about Government financing . In telling 

half the truth they create not only a wrong impression but they 

tell something that just isn't true. If you borrow $10 , 000 and 

put it in the bank a.nd leave it in the bank, you are no worse off 

than before you borr owed it; you are neither richer nor poorer. 

That is just a little homiiy1 I don't suppose it will do muph 

good . 

Q You are going on the assumption, then, that you will not han n.w 

financing next spring to carry on your financing program. You 



ban aj•d'l4 11,100,000,000 of pur relief aaa.,,· uooNlac to 

the !r••UI'J• aD4 tba with tbil 'bal•DO• tbat JOU ban, plu iiM 

U.Oou 1D renDue, JOU eqeot to ate JOur oricial 11tiate 

about tao, 100,000,000. 
I 

THE PUSmll1a Bot tar outJ 'but a1 I aay, you 'better get the fipe1 

troa the 'l're&IUJ"Y• 

Q Mr. Prelident, what you are going to aay onr at the c'!"mitj tree-­

will you haTe that in adTance? 

THE PRESIDENTs Yea, I will get it out by noon. 

Q Mr. President, crime is bad enough in this country ao that people 

have to go abroad for protection. 

THE PRESIDENT: I hope not\ 

There is one thing I asked for for my own information, and 

that is as to what had happened to all of these p.w.A. project~ 

and all the housing projects--what the status was at the present 

time--the story on housing, not the Federal Housing , but the slum 

clearance, that is the easier way to put it . There were 50 

projects. Pne of them was out; that is the Louisville project, 

because it got into court. Another one was held up pending en-

aotment by the City Council of a street vacation ordinance; that 

left 48, and 48 or the 50 have been definitely committed by the 

awarding of contracts or the starting of work on a force account 

basis. That is the record on housing. 
' 

Then on the P .W~A. projects the total allocations that went 

through were $343,000,000. Out Df that there were $•9,000,000 

ot projects that were delayed by causes beyond the control of 

, 



1 
PoW.Ao !boae projeot. wre 1B U.tiptioa tbl'cnllh DO fault ot tbe·. 

appl1out--tbat 1a. the oitJ or llllllioipalitJ or ltate•-'2 projeota 

with a total ot tts.ooo,ooo. Extenaion ot tiM wae SI'IUlted tor 
~ 

one 110nth. Thie 1e by Deo•ber 15, the deadline ;you were · talltill& 

about, tor 7 projeote totaling ts,ooo,ooo. The Colorado Rinr 

projeot, whioh ie held up b~oauee ot the irrigatioa probl .. , 

$16,000,000J the Sutee-cooper, whioh is held up, t226,000J ex-

tension of time due to state requirements, 202 pr ojeote $8,000 ,000J 

projeote .not yet cleared by the ~omptroller General , 93, totaling 

16, 000, 000 . 

Q How many was that, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: There were 93 pr ojects , $6 , 000 ,000 , cleared by the 

Comptroller General on December 13, which were so late that they 

could not start the thing in the next two days . That was a total 

of 42 pro j ects with $49 , 000, 000; so we deduct the $49,000 , 000 . .. 
f r om the $343,000, 000 , leaving an amount avai lable for poss ible 

award on December 16 ot $293 , 000 ,000, contracts awarded or in 

pr ocess_; so, actually ready for award, with nothing in the way, 

$260 , 000 , 000, leaving a balance of contracts not awarded, but 

which will be awarded by Januar y 15, ot $34 ,000 ,000 . 

In other words , on this total of $293 ,000, 000 that could 

have been awarded by December 15, 88 per cent was awarded by 

December 15, which is not bad . 

Q Mr. President, speaking of ~e Colorado River, is that Texas or 

Colorado? --
THE PRESIDENT: That is the one down at the Parker Dam, near YUD& • 

. · 

'I 



!Ill PUS mil! I illbat do JOU do about tale little cirl Mok h- wbo 11 

aupported by her h- and al•ya baa ben-""''b&t thq oall a part­

tiM aobool teaober. She worka about eipt or ten neka teaohiDc 

. 
out ot the year. II ahe employed or not? 

Q Before Jliu Per kina waa Secretary ot Labor, ahe waa alwaya oc.plaiD-

iDg that the Boonr Labor Departaent nenr ahond put-tilDe 

employment. · , 

THE PRESIDEBT: Nobody shan it·-!10 departaent of the GonrDMnt. 

N~body has been able to define an unemployed · person. How about 

t he occasional girl who teaches piano' lessons? I s she unemployed? 

I don't know. Bow about the roof er who works on roofs? In times 

of prosperity he did not work more than 150 da;ys a year. Wht.t 

happened the other 200 days of the year? Is he employed? I 

don't know. Neither do.es anybody else know 1 

There are two criteria in regard to unemployed figures; one 

is the figure we have been talking about, the 3i million who are 

needy and can work. That is a perfectly simple fact. The other 

. 
fact is the Department of Labor fact that shows that in industry--

the reporting industries--there are about 5 million more people 
' 

at w.ork at the present time than ther e were in the spring of 

1933. That- is a fact. That doesn't include the non-reporting 

~ . 
industries J and I asked lliea Perkins how many more there are in 

the non-reporting industries, and she eays, "I not only won't 

tell you but can't tell you. We know there are more." And it 

doean1 t include additional people that have found .-ployment on 

farma. lf.obody knowa that. It ia almoat an· illpoaaibiU.ty to 

take a celaaua of f&l"lll•p&id labor. You haTe that aiaple taotor 
' .. 



ot a llilliOil 110re people oplOJ*l 1D reportiDc 1D4utriea tua 1D 

19SSJ ud 1D addition to that there are aOM 110n 1D the DOll• 

reportinc indutriea, and 110re on the taru. llhat that tigure 11, ·- ' 
the Lord only knon \ 

Q I a it poaaible t or the B~e&u ot Stat iatioa to get together and band 

out a def init ion? 

THE PRESIDENTz No . If I put it up to thia group , you woul d lit for a 

month and then you woul d not agr ee. And then you could not take 

a oensua if you did agr ee . 
-

Q If the pr esent Federal Reserve Board hesitates to act because they 

do not want to commit thei r successors, i s there any probability 

that you may nominate the new Board right a£ter the meeting of 

Congress? 

THE PRES IDE NT: Much too "ify" ; I don ' t know. 

Merry Christmas , everybody \ Won' t see you till Friday. 



CODmlftl&L 
Pi-ell coatwaoe flto. 
lzHut1n Offioe1 ot the 11h1te Bouee, 
Pr1day, Deo.aber 27, 1986, 10.85 A.M. 
·-..........:::. 

D. D01W.D801a .U1 a. ·-. 

THE P~IDDTa I thought if it was all right with you people we would 

"' next week do the same thing aa this week -- ban the Tuesday con-

ference on Monday afternoon at 4 o'clock , then put the lid on 

Tuesday at noon over the New Year. There won't be any news . I 
....... 

will be working on the Meuage to Congress and on the Budget • 
. . 

I am having two Press Conferences today; I am having repre-

· sentatives of the American Association of Schools and Departments 

of Journalism and also the American Association of Teachers of 

Journalism. They-·are holding a. joint conference in Washington, 

and this conference with me is to be strictly off the record. 

They warlt to talk about press conferences in general. (Laughter) 

Q They wouldl 

THE PRESIDI!:NT: They would is r ight l (Laughter) · 

I don't think there is any news at all. 

Q. Mr. President , do you care to comment on Colonel Lindber·gh's 

departure? (No f.DBWer. ) 

Q Mr. President, are you going to deliver your message on January 3 

or January 6? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have no idea. I haven't talked to any or the leaders 

about it, except just briefly with Joe Byrn.s. I haven't seen 

Senator Robinson yet. 

Q You will te.ke it up in person? 

THE PRESIDENT I · I don't know. 



• 

Q tcna ..U1 haw 70lll" Jr••• OODteruoe, ..Ul rou DOt? 

fBI PIIIIDBft·a Ob, Jel• 

Q Haw JOU dilouued with S.oret&rJ Ioke1 the Birm1n~•• Induatrial 

Water SJiteaf 

~ PRESIDEHTa !io, I don't thi.Dk ao. Y&c, have you talked about itt 

MR. MoiHTYREa There baa been no tiDal deciaion reached on it yet. 

Q Ban you received &U)'thing trom the Diltrict Building regarding 

the credit of Government employees? 

THE PRESIDENTa I a&w a he&dline in the 'pe.per about it. 

MR. MciNTYRE: · There hasn't anything come up about it. 

' Q Mr. Robert Boyle was talking io you about a week or so ago ; did he 

discuss the_ Commodity Exchange Bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: That was quite a long while ago , wasn't it? Yea, we 

did talk about it , but mer ely with two people sitting around the 

table trying to iron out the problems of produce exchanges 

just in general terms; we didn't take up the details. 

Q Were you considering a method of extending similar control to 

~ommodity exchanges to what you have over the security exchanges? 

THE PRESIDENT : Ther e are cer tain things we are discussing no" to pre-

vent bad practices. Yfe are talking it over with the produce 

exchanges. 

(PILUle ) 

I don't think there's &ny news. 

Q No New-Ys&r's resolutions? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Ask the other fell owl (Laughter ) 



CODIDDtDL 
Proaa Coateraoo ftSO - .&., 
Juout1n Otfiooa ot tho White Bouao, 
Doo.aber 27, 1811, 10.,6 .&..w. 

. -

(Mr. Earl7 introciuoed Mr. Frank L. Jl&rtin, Preddent 
ot the AMrioan .Uaoo1ation ot Sohooh ud Depart­
..nta ot Journal1•, and Mr. lezmeth E. Ohen, Prea­
ident, .&Mr1oan Aaaoo1at1on of !Mohera ot Journal-
1•• Mr. W,.Z.tin 11 De&D ot the School ot JoUJ'D&lilm 
in the Uninrdt)' ot Miuouri. Mr. Jfartin and Mr. 
Olsen were oalled in &head ot the others.) 

THE PRESIDENT: Glad to see youl Mr. Martin, will you and Mr. Oleen 

come and stand in behind the barrier and protect me? (Laughter) 

I thought we would treat this group just like any other Press 

Conference . All right, Gusl 

(The main group was ushered in.) 

How many of these people coming in are students? 

MR. MARTIN: None ; they are faculty members, and all of them, I think, 

have had years of newspaper experience . 

THE PRESIDENT: Gather right around , right .up to the desk, just like 

the Press. 

MR. DONALDSON: All in, sirl 

THE PRESIDENT: I was just telling Dean Martin and Mr . Olsen I thought 

we would run this just like a regular Press Conference . I asked 

Dean Martin and Mr. Olsen in here to protect me , the way Steve 

Early and karvin Mcintyre protect me at the regular Press Con-

ferences . You came in rather slowly and diffidently; the regu-

lar Conference come in very fast and noisily and crowd up just 

as close as they can get. 

I am tre~endous ly interested in the schools ot journali~ 

in thil oountry. I thi~ they are doing a very fine job. I 

, . 



UDderat&Dd DMI'ly all of you han had a nUIIber o~ yeara' 

experience before taking up your teaching capaoitiea. 

Are there any queationa you want to aak in regard to Preas 

Conference• or otherwiaeT Of courae, this ia ott the record --

like the regular Preas Conterenceal (Laughter) 

• 

Q Mr. President, what about the Preas Conferences? 

THE PRESIDENTs I think it is a grand thi.ng. I got my first training 

in the old Navy Department days; and we had a Press Conference 

the Secretary or the Acting Secreta.ry -- once or twice a day, 

which was quite a strain. In connection with that during the war 

I almost overthrew the French Government. I went in to see 

Clemenceau one morning at breakfast , and he said, "Oh, you will 

destroy my gover nmentl" 

I said, 'tvlhat happened?" 

He replied, "You had a Pr ess Conference yesterday l" 

What happened was that the high command decided it was time 

to get out some publicity about what the American Navy was doing 

to keep down the U-boats , and I was asked to have a Press Con-

terence with the French r eporters. They all came in full .dress 

suits , with white ties l They were not what we would call the 

reporters of the paper s; they were the editors of t~~papers. 

They all came in and I told them what the Navy was doing1 

and I was quite frank. At the end of it one of them· said,· 

"Do members of the Cabinet in the United States receive the 

Preas occasionally?" 

I said,· "Yes, twice a day." 

They were astonished and asked all about it -- what the 

· .. ·. 

' 

,. 



. 
procedure •• in the depart..nt• 1n lfa•h1D£ton -- and I M4 tha 

quite trankly how it ws -- a oonterenoe 1n the morning tor the 

afternoon papers; and an atternoon oonterenoe for the morning 

papers. That s&llle afternoon they went 1n a au to •ee the Premier 

and demanded the same thing ot the French Cabinet. The sy•tea 

' would not work over there, but it works all r~ght here. 

I think Press Conferences are very helpful. Of course, in 

' Albany I carrie-d on the same system. We had conferences there not 

always twice a day but sometimes; here we have them twice a week --

' 
on Tuesday afternoon-for the morning-paper people, and Friday morn- .. 
ing for the afternoon-paper people. They ask all kinds of questions, 

and it is perfectly simple to avoid telling things that you do not 
•. 

want to have come out. And also I think it is very effective in 
• 

straightening out a good deal iathe way of misconception and lack 

. of understanding that arises because of the inf.inite variety of 

new experienc~s in Washington. 

MR. EARLY: You might tell them about the Canadian trade conference 

and the special conference. 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes; and then occasionally we have special con-

ferencaa, such as when we explain the textbook. The textbook 

every year is the Budg._t, and then I have in primarily the people 

who are going to write the Budget stories, who are either the 

heads of bureaus here or the people who are interested in the 

financial picture, and we go over the Budget Message that is to 

go up to Congress the following day and take it apart. Everybody 

can ask any question they want about it. Ot course, the Budget 

Message is a terribly difficult thing to write a good story about --

• 

' 

• ' • 



,• 

an aoourate atoey about. Ot courae .... you know• the anrage ot 

the newwpaper proteaaion knowa leaa about dollars and centa -­

c-e-n-t-• -- than almost any other profeaaion -- except poaaibly 

the clergy. That is the reason for a great many of these perfect-

ly orasy, wild atoriea that come out of W:aahington about Gonrn­

ment finances, though I am trying all I can to keep the accuracy 

ot these financial stories on a little higher level. 

Q Don't you think the conference, as a whole, leads toward accuracy? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think so, very much. 
" 

~ 

Q Do you have any trouble at all with intentional violations? 

THE PRESIDENT: Only from a very small percentage of the Press. After 

all, the people in the newspaper profession, I suppose, have a 

little higher average of straight-shooting than the profession 

I belong to -- lawyersl (Laughter) But it isn't a hundred per­

cent. (Laughter) We get our violations from people that belong 

in the lowest 10 percent. Here is a .case, as I say, "just be-

tween us girls." Of course you know that in the Gridiron Club 

it is supposed that ladies are always present and reporters are 

never presentt And it is nearly always maintained. This year 

the story of what occurred at the Gridiron Club and part of what 

I said appeared. It wasn't any of the members of the club, and 

it wasn'~ the 80 or 90 percent of the straight-shooters. We 

always run that risk. Taking it by and large, all the off-the-

record stuff is axceedipgly wel~ handled. 

Q You do have to give a certain amount of background material that 

is "off the record"? 

THE PRESIDENTa Yea. 

. . 

r 
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Q Do tb••• oorreapcmdeta oau.e you quite a lot ot trouble &Dd put -. 
you •on tbe epot•t 

THB PRESIDEllTz A great deaU Then of course here ie another tbingz 

they get a lot ot queries sent them from their own deske, and 

1 
some are perfect tool questions, but they have to present them 

in order to retain their job. They do not want to. And they 

~~ay get quite a · tart answer from me, but they have to do it.· 

That is one of the great difficulties the average newspaper man 

labors under in this town -- and any other town -- and that is 

the orders from the desk. Of course the order from the desk 

isn't always the fault of the fellow who is running the desk; it 

nearly always traces back to the man who owns the paper. 

Q You haven't found it necessary, as some previous administrations 

• he.~ done, to have the correspondents submit questions in writing? 

THE PRESIDENT: No ., I take "pot luck" on that; it works out, on the 

whol'e, very well and is rather stimulating. 

I'll tell you another thing: Of course I know when a ques-

tion is either a "planted" question or a question that is sent to 

them from their editors; but taking it by and large, the run of my 

conference questions u~ua.lly give me a sense of public opinion -• 

of how a subject is going -to be treated. Vfuat they are looking 

for is perfectly legitimate stories. 

A word as to the relative value of news: Sometimes I think 
. . . 

a per~ectly tremendous matter of very great importance ia going 

· to be the subject of the ~ress Conference, and I gat ready. It 

is obvious to me th~t that is the news; and when tbe 6onterence 

oomes, nobody aaka me about it' (Laughter.) 

' .. . ; . 



Q. What b the relat1ouh1p ot ;vour oonterenoea 1n the White Bouae to 

other department oonterenoes, it &DJ? 
I 

THE PRESIDENTa Hone at all. I do think the other department• han 

people that oome in to check on what I have aaid, and then tell 

the chiefs of their own departments what I have said. Ot course 
. . 

there is a type ot story which it is almost impossible to control 

-- and yet I suppose it is because all the departments are readily 

accessible to the Preas and questioning-- and _that is the story 

which is built up by what the chief clerk in the Intericr Depart-

ment says to some newspaper friend; what the Assistant Secretary 

of Commerce says; what the Third Assistant Secretary of State says, 

et cetera. 

A newspaper man down here ...P,ll very often say, "I have to 

write a good story on such and such a policy." He goes around 'and 

collects a dab of information here and there and the other place, 

without any relation. Having got all these dabs of information, \ 

he sits down and goes through a process of mental evolution. He 

says if this is so, tl:l.at will follow, and something else ·will 

follow because there is a little suggestion of it in what some-• . 

body has said. The interesting thing is that things built up on 

that kind (of background of information are nearly always wrong. · 

It is not ~ good way to write a story. It is a c.ase based on a 

whole lot of individual premises that in most oases do not dove-

tail in the picture, and it lays us open to criticism. Somebody 

down the line in a department who thinks there is nobody, else in 

j • the world, and n·othing else in the world as important as what he 

is ?oing, gives a acarehead s.tory of how he is being crucified. 

I 



I 

• 

Be cbto it ~nat lat;'oOIIftclaoe. 

A.pbl, •jut ·botiaoa u girll,• there b coocl old~ DarliltcJ 

he hac the pooatoot en~uoiaoa on tho pro~tion ot wilcllito 1D tlae 

UDitod Statoo -- portootl:y tiDe, a litoloq otwlent ot it -- ud 
• 

we poroacled h~ to gho up hb oartoon work &Del oo..' clown bore. 

Ja,- .oamo down, and he ooulclD't ooe an,.tb~ 1D tho GOTer..nt ox-

' cept birdo and aniala. It wac tiDe. I loved hio ethud.aoa, and, 

i.Dcidentall:y -- ~d this ia a story that haa never oome out, and 

you can't uae it, because Jay is a good friend of mine -- he 

alippe~ over on me the only' bill that I know of.· I signed it with­

out knowing what was in it. He had a bill that started off aa a 

perfectly fine, simple bill for the extension of wildlife refugee, 

and it created the machinery to set up wildlife refuges all over 

the country, but of course no money involved. He brought it over 

to me, .and it looked like a good tie-in with f ·ield agencies that 

had to do with wildlife. I ~aid, "That• s fine&" He takes it up 

to the Hill, and he pushes it; and finally the bill passes and 

comes down to me. It is quite a long bill, with six or eight pages. 

I read the first page, and that is just the way the ~aft had been; 

I looked over the last page, and that .was just the way it waa be­

tore. I signed the bill. Then-,! discovered that Jay, ·up ' there on 

the Hill, had tucked in ·the middle a paragraph appropriating 
• 

$6,o00,000l (Laughter) Talk about an unbalanoed. budget& (Laughter) 

JJ7 wai 'horrif'ied down here because of government red tape. 

Oh, of course there is government red tape& Here ia the Comptroller 

General .and all .the other people that simply create dela7s ot weeks 

and months s,ometimes .before ~ou oan get things through, oopooiall7 

•' 

' . 

. . . ' 
., ' . . 

·. . ' ' .. 
• 



• 

Sa a ..., ~''II U.b t1a1a w1141lto o•·u •'1•• eo 1ooc1 old -

1-' 1lel'l"iblJ' QJ~Mt• tu oee tb'"l bo oaro4 about •• ltlr4e u4 , 

lt•atao ot OOUl"IO Ml'ftlOUI atori .. &bout IOftriiWDt rod tapo 

·o ... out dlreotlJ' troa Di.Ds· 

I ua enthudaatlo about rildllto oonaonatlon JITIOlt, but 

thoro 11 auoh a thi.Ds aa a aonae ot proportion. I hope ho will 

ooae baok -- not thia aoaaion, but the nextJ we are trying to 

aan money thi~ year. 

Q It the newwpapera desire information between conteren~ea , they can 

get it from the secretary? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yea, Steve ia out there in the r oom next to theirs, 

and it anything comeS' up in the middle of a day, they aak Steve 

about it . 

Then, of course there ia one thing that is always a little 

difficult, and that ia the people who come to call on me . A 

great many of them want to get publicity out of the call for them- ' 
• 

aelvea. It is perfectly natural, and they come in, and one of 

two things may happen; we may talk about the 11"8ather and glitter- \ 

ing generalities and the individual 's family and things like that, 

and then he goea out and announces to the boya outaide -- the 

Preas -- that he haa taken up auch and auch a new dam or lrriga-

tion ayatem with me ( l aughter ) , which is of oourae immediately 
. ' 

telegraphed back to hie home diatriot. I di¢n 1t aay i t waa a 

Congresamanl (Prolonged laughter) But thia applies to other . 
people, beaidea. And then there i s the oth~r fellow who, ot 

oourae, baa ooae in and talked to .e about it. 

' There 11 alao the tell ow who pooaaionally doe a Jdaqaote. Ot 

' • 

' • 
• 



o~~!t tbq are aot eappoaed to quote at all, but that 11 a thillc 

w han to take a ohaaoe on. 

~o4y elae &QY queatione? 

Q I have a queation, Mr. Preeid~t, that I feel rather reluotant to 

aek. Th .. e two a .. ooiatione publiah a journal oalled •The 

Journaliam Quarterly"• would it be possible to obtain a aumaary 
' 

of your vi ... in oonneotion with the proceeding• ot thia connn-

tiop? I know you are probably reluctant to do· that. 

THE PRESIDENT: All I can do is to turn to Steve EarlyJ and I would 

like to have you repeat the queetion, air. 

Q These two associations are publishing a journal, and it occurred to 

me that the readers would be very much ~tereated in your views 

on the value of preaa conferences. 

MR. EARLY: I think if it were written indirectly, without quotation, 

it would be all right. 

TBE PRESIDENT: Could youwork up something like that, using aome of 

these notes , without quotations? 

Q · Yes, air; thank you very much . 

THE PRESIDENT : I think that would be a perfectly feasible thing. 

You have a very great responsibility. There is one problem 

in journalism, aa in the law, medicine, and other professions, 

which one hesitates always to talk about in any pr ofession, but 

as you are teaching youngsters I think it ia fair to bring it 

before them, and that is thh ethical question: Bow long should 

a man atay on the paper and, under order a, in order to retain hie 

job, write things he doesn't believe are true or that he think• · 

are unfair, pereonally? Aa I eay, that ie not a probl .. ~t ia 



r ,, 
.,, 

peculiar to jo\D'D&li•J nenrthele .. , it 11 a probl•, and it bae .. 

been a probl• down here. With a great ~ nenpapera in thil 

country, as/ you kn~, the tendency baa been in the last, I would 

say, 1~ Of eight years, more than the p~evioua time that I have 

been in1public life, to col or newa stories. That tendency baa 

peen growing, and I think it is a terribly dangerous thing for the 

future of journalism. For instance, one of the beat kn01m news-

paper men in Washington came back from a look-see trip around the 

country, and one of the questions he had asked the gara&e man and 

the bell boy and so f 'orth and ao on, was , You have heard such and 

such a thing lately. Do you go on with the idea? 

No , I don't. believe what I read in the press . There is a 

• growing tendency on "-th~ part of the public not to believe' what 

they read in a certain type of newspaper. I think it is not •the 

editorial end , because, as you know, ~ery few people read the 

editorials. I asked the editor of the Times , "How many people 

read the editorials in the Times?" He said, "I think more people 

read the editorials in the, Times than any other paper." I said, 
. 

"I· think that probabl y is true." He said, "I don't believe more 
I 

than 8 percent of the readers of the Times rea<; the editorials ." 
• 

Lack of confidence today 1a not because of the editor ials 

but because of the colored news stories and the failure on the 

part of some papers to print the news . Ver y often, a s you know, 
• 

they kill a story if it. is contrary to the policy of the owner 

of the paper. It ia not the man at the -desk in moat cases. It 

is ~ot th~reporter . It goes back to the 01mer of the paper. 

Q You find tba~ particularly true in politics and goverument • 

..... 

-, 
I 



a sreat ~other ~~attere, euob ae oriM ~. 

Q Ie there any reMdyt 

THB PRESIDBNTa I don't know enough about it. (Pauee) It h sood to 

see you all. 

•' 
I 

• 
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C-DUIW. 
..... Coatvaoe #eel, 
._.atift Offlo•• ot the White Bouae, 
!)eo htr ao, 191&, ~.u; P.M • 

• 

TBB PRESIDDTa I don't thin» there b a.ey nnw. I ban been working 
• 

ye•t erday and t oday on two Meuage•, one the Annual IU .. age and 

the other the Budget Meuage. I hope to have them r ea dy 1D tiJae •. 

Q Mr. President, have y ou out the Publi o Worka a ppr opr i ation do*D? 

THE PRESIDENT: I'll t .e ll you about that within a f ff'ff daya. 

Q I a that i~ the. Budget Messa ge ? 

THE PRES~ . Yea; .I thought that' would b e a good t i me to preae~t 
it . I think i t . i s a f a i r gueaa, although I ha~n't tal ked with 

Senator Robinson~ that the Budget Me s sage will go up on Monday. 

Q Mr. Pr esident, haa your attitude toward paying the bonus changed ,. 

ain.ce you vetoed the payment bill? 

THE PRES IDENT: 'Toward the bonus ? 
l 

~ Yea. 

THE PRESIDENT: . Is ther e a new bill? 

Q There probabl y will be . 
C' 

THE PRESIDENT: Well)- ! will have t o aee what it is . Otherwise it is 
• • I 

IUl "~f" question. And if ther e ~s a bill , it wil l still be an 

"if" question • 
l 

Q. Will the St . Lawrence t r eaty oome up this time , Nr. Pr esident? 

. THE PRESIDENT r I don' t thintc s o·. 
\ 

Q I t hink when you w~re Governor you went on reoor d f avor ing three 

br i dges aor oaa the St . Lawrence River. 

THE PRisiDENTz · I never favored building thre~ bridgea. I appointed a 
, 

oollllliuion to determine where there aho~d be a bridge, and there 
I .. 

. 'I 

·-· 



-·· 

..... ..... tbrH '*er.t dtea •ucc•ated -- aa. at AJ,ep!'dzoia laJ• oee 

at Qsduabur&• aDd ODe at auotber plaoe. The o~ .. ion reported . . 
· ~ hYOI' ot the Osdenaburg dte. I han forgotten what the -..oat 

•• -- aOJMthin£ around three aillion dollar• -- tor the Ogdena­

burg bridge, prOTided they were abl e t o •upple•nt tb&t with -;,1th~r 

a et&te appropria~ion or by eell ing bonds looally. They didn't get 

very tar with it, becauee the laat I heard they were at~ll diacuai- 1 

ing it with the Canadian authorities, and had not reached any 

aueement. 

Q Ncnr t.b&t the treaty has gone thr ough, there is quite .a sent~nt 1D 

favor of the bridge. ·. 
THE PRESIDENT: Which. ~reaty? 

· Q The t reaty with Canada . --- t 

, 

• 
THE PRESIDENT: I hope they will build a bridge . · They need one . The 

. last report I had was that they could not get into agreement with 

the Canadian authol'i ties . -

Q That ~uld be a State br idge, .would it, or Federal? 

THE PRESIDENT: The idea was it would be a loan-and-gr ant bridge . 

Q Mr. Ickes gave them $350,000. 

THE PRES IDENT: It would be part in grant and part in bonds , and then 

it~uld be a toll bridge and pay its way out . 

Q Mr. President , if you send,up the Budget .»essage on Monday, when 

' . 
would your Annual ·»essage be delivered? Has that been decided? 

~· 

THE PRESIDENT : ~o,, not yet. · If I were writing the story', I would 

gus11 this weelc • 
• 

Q lfbai; plan have you for !lew Year 11 Day? 
" • 

THE PRESIDENT.:. I ~hinlc I will worlc all day . Tomorrow night the family 
I J 

....._. ' • I 

I . 
. . 
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will •toll tile ... Year 00. illo 

Q CJoillc to ban ~ ooa.teraoe• ritb the ~re .. ioul leaclezo• on 

1 .. Tear'• D&J, •• la•t Je&r! 
\ 

THE PRESIDEI! 1 I ban none •oheduled • 

Q BaTe you replied to Gittord Pinohot! 

THE PRESIDEHT 1 I .. nt hiJI a penonal letter . 

Q Did you talk with Senator Harrison this morning? 

THE PRESIDENT: He came in .to see~· 

Q On the matter of the banks? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , my, no, the governor-elect and new speaker of 

-
· the Mis~issippi House. We talked about highways. 

'\- ' 
~. Did I understand you to say you are not going to give o~t your 

'' 
letter to. Go.;ernor Pinchot? 

THE PRfSrDENT : No , I am not going to give it qut . 

Q Could you tell me what information you requested on Quoddy? 
. . 

THE PRESIDENT: Th~t is between the Governor and the Legislators. . _.) 

,Q He gave out a letter to each Legislator saying you had requested 

information as to their attitude on Quoddy~ ' 
THE PRESIDENT : I would have to see the letter. I haven' t se~ ~t. 

Q Hav~ you any observations to make on the year past or the year 

coming? 

THE. PRESIDbl'jT: No , I thinlc that will be in the Ann.ual ldesaa&e and 

It will be covered . 

Q Happy New Year, airl 

THE PRESIDENT: Happy ~ew Year to alll 
, 

Q The lid on? 

· ·ll'HE PRESJ:DENT: Until Thursday morning. 

Q FiDe l . Thanf youl . ) 

t i •• 

• 
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