CONFIDENTIAL
Press Conference #296,
Executive Offices of the White House,
May 19, 1936, 4.07 P.M,

THE PRESIDENT:
Q (Mr. Storm)
THE PRESIDENT:
Q (Mr. Stomm)
THE PRESIDENT:
Q (Mr. Storm)
THE PRESIDENT:
€ (Mr. Storm)
THE PR=SIDENT:
Q (Mr, Stomm)
THZ PRESIDENT:
Q& (Mr. Storm)

THE PRESIDENT:

as goodlooking as San Juan.

Fred (Storm)! Where did you go?
Down to Jamaica.

Grand down there?

Swell.

Which side of the island were you on?
The south side.

That is the best side. Swimming?
Good. I did not go fishing.

Otherwise occupied?

I got a few Planter's Punches.

I think we ought to make that sometime. s

I think we ought to do it, too. N

It is pretty much like Puerto Rico, although the city is not

I haven't been there for years. 1 was

there about thirty-two years agzo, all over the island.

¢ (Mr. Storm)

That i1is the first time I have been tnere since 1918, I went

in on a destroyer, the LITCAFIELD.

R, DONALDSCN:

THE PRESITEINT:

trip will be to Jemaica,

< (Mr. Storm)
Q Any comment

. THE PRESIDENT:

all know the purpose behind the Coal Act.

All in.
I think the only rnews is that in the front row, our next
Fred recommends it highly.

Ready to start anytime, Mr. President.

on the Supreme Court decision, on the Coal Act?

I would not say there is eny formal comment. I think you

We had a very difficult
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situation in a major industry and both the employers and the miners
came to an agreement as to the general method of imprﬂriné the industry’
as a whole from the point of view of both the owners of the mines and
the people who work in the mines, and an honest effort was made on the
part of about 85 per cent of the owners and nearly all of the miners to
get legislation which would carry this fine objective into effect, and
that particular legislation has apparently not succeeded.

The enswer is that we have to keep on trying to reach the objectives.
AB to the decision, it is, I think, probably going to be of very great
interest to the people all ovar'the country, all three opinions. It is
informative and of educational velue and shows, of course, that there
remains a division, a difference of current interpretation among various

parts of the Federal judiciary. I think that is all that needs to be

said.

A

L

#ill you try to reach this objective by this session of Congress?

THE PRESIDENT: I said that is all there was to be said.

., Any comment on the Listrict Board of Appeals opinion?

THE PRESIDENT: No; I have not raaﬁ that yet. I do not believe there will
be, There are, of course, so many of these lower court decisions. I
would be kept too busy if I started to talk about them all.

% Does the lower court decision stump anything you are doing? Does it meke
any difference in the Administration --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I think thet particular decision only affects
that one pro ject.

Q It doesn't affect the Tugwell Towns?

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of.

Q@ Does this Government expect Japan to adhere to the new Naval Treaty?




I THE MIDEI&: Well, that is too nuchl of an "if"™ question. I do not know.

Q@ Mr. President, has Dr. Morgan resigned yet?

THE PRESIDENT: Has what?

Q Has Dr. Morgan resigned yet?

THE PRESIDENT: That is a silly question.

& Have you any comment on the Chinese silver agreement?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I thinklthe accomplishment there has been a very,
very fine illustration of what can be done by people getting together
and sitting around a table and trying to work things out in a paacafu}
way to help each other.

This agreement, I think, is going to help China to put into effect
a national currency system which, from all that we can gather, is sound
and will do a great deal to stabilize their own internal currency pro-
blems.

Of course, from our own point of view, it is always a gain to us
to have the currency of a great na;ion, like China, placed on a more
stable basis. It means that their purchasing power and selling power
both will, through stabilization, incresse trade both ways. Besides
which they tell us that it is going to help them internally, in their
intarnal domestic trade relations.

The conferences have been very delightful on both sides. 1I. have
had the pleasure of meeting the Chinese members over here and I think
they are leaving on Tﬁursday with mutual satisfaction on bath.sidea.
They told me that the reception of the news of the statement given out
in Nanking has been very favorable.

Q@ lr. President, are there likely to be any changes in the deficiency relief

appropriation provisions as a result of this circuit court decision?
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THE PRESIDENT: No, I do not think so. I have not heerd anything about it.

Q Have you agreed to withdraw the Ambassador, Caffery, from Cuba?

THE PRESIDENT: That is another one -- what will I call it? -- newspaper
report. I called it a silly question before but I should not have said
that. It is a newspaper report. I have heard absolutely nothing about

it, one way or the other, except what I read in somebody's paper.

Q@ Do you care to discuss the tax situation on the Hill?

THE PRESICENT: I have not heerd a word about it the last three days. What
are they doing today?

4 They are going to vote tomorrow on the substitute bill.

Q@ That beautiful basket of flowers {cﬁ the President's desk), is that some
special event today?

THE PRs-.IDENT: It was presented to me by the amployees of the mail equip-
ment shops of the Post Office Departrent in appreciation of my aprroval
of Fublic Bill No. 575 on the seventh of Lay. It is a lovely thing.

< What did the bill provide? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Yow, really, Fred (Storm). Can't you see from this that it

must nave helped the employees of the meil equipment of fice?
I
| @ Haven't you read the bill, lr. President?

THE PEESIDENT: Don't ask me details.

& Have you seen the compromise Ship Subsidy Bill that has been drafted?

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I heard of. I have not heard a peep on that for over
a week,

% How about the Housing Bill?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. They are approaching the time on that. I

think we are very nearly together on that.

@ There is some plan under way to have the R.F.C. texe over some of the




P.W.A. bonds they are holding for the municipalities?

THE PRESIDENT: Only the usual sales going on every week.

< No expansion?

THE PRESIDENT: No, but going along in a perfectly normal way. The market
will take only so many a week. They have got rid of about half and have
some to go. Of course, in a pinech, under the law, the R.F.C. can defer

. actual sale of the bonds to the rublie. They can buy them from the
P.T.A. themselves and sell them later. In other words, they can establish
an immediate credit before selling the bonds to the publiec.

Y Anything like that under consideration?

THE FRESIDENT: No. If any large number of projects should come along re-
quiring mmore funds, we probably will do it.

% Have you discussed with people on the Hill the resolution extending the
term of Coordinator Eastman?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I car tell you the position on that i3 perfectly clear.
I have spoken to the two House and Senate Crairmen and told thewn there
are certain tasks woich the Coordinator's Office has been carrying on,
which are not complete, snu, in my judglent, those tesks, those duties
assigned to that office not being complete, they should be carried )
through to completion. So that is, rather distinectly, a matter for the
Congress to determine as to the machinery for carrying them through to
completion., I think we want to go ahead with a lot of the work which
has been undertuken and not finished. As to the method, it is up to them.

5 Can the Congress complete your progzram in time to adjourn before the time
of the two conventions?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not xnow who asked that but I should say ycu are cn/}hn

wrong end of the Avenue,

¢ I was asking about your program?
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THE PRESIDENT: You know, I very carefully said only a couple of months
ago that there are reelly only two bills that I have celled "must"
bills. I have adopted your term of previous years. One was money
for relief to carry us over as far as possible next year, and the
other is some kind of a.taz_bill which will reimburse the Government
and bring in revenues in replacement of the taxes outlawed. Those
were the only two I stressed. There ares a lot of other bills which it
would be nice if .they went through, eight or ten or fifteen of them,
but they are not "must" legislation.

% lrs. Roosevelt told her young ladies today thet you would probably tuke
a trip to Campobello?

THE PRESIDENT: XNo. Afterwards, some time in the summer. /e have July and
August, when the weather on the coast of lMaine is perfectly fine. If
I can get off, I want a little sailing.

« #Any progress being nade with respect to the member of the Federal Re-

serve Board?

THX PRESIDENT: 1 don't think there will be. They are getting along pretty

| well without the seventh wheel for a while. I don't think I will fill
that place during this session of the Congress.,

« There is a Federal Judgeship vacant in New York. Any chance of an ap-
pointment to that?

TEE PRESIDENT': I hope so. Maybe there will be some more.

« 1 heve heard rumors about that, too.

¢ Thank you, lMr. President.
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Press Conference #297,

Executive Offices of the White House,
May 22, 1936, 10.55 A.M. .

Good morning, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning, Fred .(Mr. Storm); how are you?

Q (Mr. Stormm) Big stuff, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Too much of a boost for a paper.

Q@ Did you do a little editing?

THE PRESIDENT: No, because the whole story is all around it.

MR. DONAIDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDEIT: I don't think there is any news. I am going off
at midnight tonight and coming back I‘onday evening, arriving
here Tuesday morning.

@ Could you tell us anything about youf Texas-Arkansas trip?

THE PRESIDENT: kExcept that I hope, if Congress adjourns by the sixth
of June, to leave on the elighth of June, and if Congress does
not adjourn by the sixth of June and decides to take a three-
day recess over the week of the eighth, I taink I could go to
Texas that week, while they sre doing their three-day recess,
so it looks fuirly certain we will start on the eighth of June
for Texas.

% Lo you go to 3an antonio, Dallas and Houston?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I think there are certain distances
and times.

Q Would that include a stop at the Arkansas Centennial?

THL PRESIDENT: VYes. In other words, substantially the same schedule

as we had planned the previous week -- Arkansas on the tenth,
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Texas on the aievanth. and the twelfth is the date for Dallas

and Fort Worth., I would spend the night of the twelfth with my
boy, klliott, at Fort Worth and leave on Saturday, the thirteenth,
for Vincennes and be in Vincennes (Indiana) on Sunday the four-
teenth. I would get back here the morning of Monday the fi¥teenth.

& You are not going to Canada?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Obviously, I cannot if I have to be back here on
Monday Fhe fifteenth.

Q Will.you go later?

THE PRESIDENT: I hope so, later.

& lr. President, I saw Ed Flynn go out a little while ago. Can you
tell us anything of your visit with him this morning?

TAL PRESIDENT: Just chatted.

« He expressed the belief that the convention in September in New
York State would nominate Governor Lehman in spite of the fact
that the Governor said he would not run. !ave you any comment
to add to that?

THE FRESIDENT: DNot on that, but I think I can re-express what I told
Steve (Mr. Early) to tell you people a couple of days ago, that
I personally hoped very much that Governor Lehman would reconsider
because the State needs him.

& What do you think of the new Guffey Cosl Bill?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not read it and I don't know.

Q Would you care to meke any comment on the tax plan under considera-
tion by the Senate Finence Committee?

THE PRESIDENT: I ﬂave not read that except what I read in the papers

this morning.
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Q Any chance of the Administration letting the District (of Columbia)

down without any appropriation on account of this dispute be-
_twaﬂn the conferees?

THE PRESIDENT: llo. Of course it presents a difficult problem. Ve
have to have money to carry on the District Govermment after the
first of July, and the suggestion that a bill can fail completely
and that I can continue to run the District Govermment out of
relief funds just does not go. The wording of the Relief Bill
certainly does not contemplate running & very large city govern-
nent of about 600,000 people. I don't think it would even get
by the Comptroller (General).

@ It is natural to assume you still stand on your enswer thrat you
£ave some weeks ago when you said that you favored that contri-
bution of $5,700,000., inasmuch &s it is $5,000,000. in the
Budget Report?

T PRESIDINT: I haven't made any change in the Budéet Report.

& Have you received any request for & further stuy in the execution
of that 2ritish subject?

THE PRISIDENT: T 'have not heard anything about™ it.

ke KeINTYRE: Ve séa% it to the Attorney_pﬂneral last night. /e have
ncthing from the British Fmbassy.

& I did not understand before; is the Canedian trip off?

THE PRESIDENT: It is off for the present. It has to be because I
heve to be back here on the fifteenth.

< Have you given any. thought to the new Comptroller General?

Tii, PRESICENT: Not yet and I won't for some time.

& How about the Federal Reserve Board vacancies?

2
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THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Anything on Morrison's resignation?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet.

Q There has been some suggestion that the increase in the teriff on
the imports of Japanese cotton runs somewhat counter to the pol-
icy of lowering tariff barriers.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think it has anything to do with it. They are
two totally different subjects. ' The pcssibility of lowering tariff
barriers by agreement and without substantially hurting any im-
portant American Industry rem&ins substantially whet it was. 1In
thies case we have & situation where sn importuant American industry

- was being hurt in one brench of.that industry. "e tried tc reach
an agreement, which was the obvious thing to do first, a gentle-
men's agreement to limit the exports to.this country in that Dar-
ticular line n: goods. We did not get the agreement so we took
the only other step, which was tc act on the report of the Tariff
Commission.

@ If I may be permitted to return to that Listrict pfoblem, is there
any likelilrood you may use your influence to straighten out mat-
ters up there?

THE PHESIDENT: kussell (Mr. Young), it has not come to me yet. Whether
it will, we do not know. \le have not had a peep down here.

& Senator Thomas hasn't talked to you about that?

T8 PRESILENT: No.
& Nr. President, there was & report this mornirng that Dr. Townsend

had an engagement with you today?

THE PrESIDENT: Steve? lac?




MR, McINTYRE: He is not on the list --

THE PHESIDENT: {intarpns_ing and continuing) Charlie(Michelson)?
Fred Botts? No, they all plead complete ignorance. (Laughter)

@& Was the action taken in respect of cotton goods mendatory on you
under the Smoot-Hawley Act?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

(Reverting to the previous question) No, don't have it here

(on the appointment list). If he does want to see me, I will be
very glad to see him, but so far as I know there hasn't been a
sugzgestion.

& Have you looked at the Flood Bill passed by the Senate?

THE PRESIDEMNT: Yo, I did not even know it had passed.

¢ You didn't?

THE PRESIDENT: No. (Laughter)

& This being Maritime Day, willl you comment on the so-celled Ship
Subsicy Bil1l?

THL PRESIDELT: Has that pasced?

4@ No.

THE PRESIDENT: I am ir the same position. I hope we will get good

ship subsidy legisletion but I am not teking part in the actual

drafting of specific bills.

K. S3TCRA: Thank you, lir. President.
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THE PRESIDENT: I do not think there is a bit of news. I‘think you
know it all.

Q There is a story out that a man nemed Reynolds is going to sue-
ceed Mr. McCarl.

THE PRESIDENT: Reynolds? -- Senator Mckeynolds? (Laughter) That
1s & new one on me.

Q@ Also some talk, Mr. President, that lorris Tremeine is going to
succeed him?

THE PRESIDENT: No? Is he your cendidate, Fred?

2 (Mr. Storm) No, sir. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: T have not done anything about it and I am not going
to do anything asbout it for & long time.

§ Ween't there & Pennsylvanian mentioned?

THE PRESIDENT: Pinchot? (Laughter)

Q No. “

THE PRESIDENT: I will try agein. (Laughter)

Q Have you any ideas on the liquidetion of Mr. Eastmen, the Coordin-
atdr?

THE PRESIDENT: Liquidate him? (Lsughter)

Q Yes, sir,

THE PRESIDENT: No. I have said all alcng that I think the work of
thie Coordinator business should go on. They haven't finished

: and
by any means. I told that to the Senatoriasl chairman s¢ the

Adouse chairmen, that they have done some very valuable work and

"
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the work is not finished. It is entirely up to the Cuuniftaaa
to decide.

Q@ Mr. President, there is an investigation of railroad bankruptcies
working in cooperation with Mr. Eastman -- the Senate Interstate

woywtee ?
Commerce Commission. They have a request in for funds and appar-
ently are going to be closed out unless they get those funds.
The Interstute Commerce Commission has asked for $100,000. to
finish tha; investigation.

THE PRESIDENT: That really isn't my business except that in the very
beginning I felt it would be & wise thing to have an investiga-
tion made so we would have more deata on the problem of railroad
benkruptcies. I properly could not comment on what they should
get. also they have not finished their work. I do know that.

% Would you care to tell us about your talk with »r. Victor RPidder
today?

THE FRESIDENT: I will tell you the honest truth, we spoke about an

individual and frilend of his that he wanted to see if I could

do sorething for him. It wes purely & persongl matter.

% OUne of. those is -—‘ -

[ify, PRESIL:NT: (interposing) No.

4 0y discussion of u successor?

THE PreSIDENT: No.

& Your visit with ambassucor Daniels -- any news in connection with
- that?

THE PhﬁSIDEKT: No. Ye talked about all sorts of things. ile told

me one very interesting piece of news which I cannot tell you.

liaybe you can get it frow him or the State Department. It is a

- . - - TTTR——
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b plece of history that hﬁppanad down in Mexico very lately. I
cannot even give you & hint.
Q@ Did you discues with Secretary Hull Leo Sack's camment on the Gov-
ernor of Naryland? | ’
THE PHRESIDENT: You me;n the Costa Rica thing? I read it in the paper.
I can talk to you off the recurd.on that., It is something that
is well worth rerembering and it is the sort of thing I can talk
to you off the record sabout.
You know, it is a curious and interesting faect, one that
you &ll know of, that when & Britisher or a Frenchman or & German
or an Italien comes to this country, even if they are not in
agreement with the existing party in control of their own country,
they never run down their own country. That is a very interest-

ing thing about & foreigner. You take & conservative Englishman,

when he comes to this country, "Oh, yes; we are getting along all

fight. I don't agree with the party in power but we are working
| this thing through sll right.” And you get the seme thirg from
tke Frenchman. -
You who have been abroad know the other side of the vnicture,
sbout Americens of various kinds, the more.impcrt&nt American.
Fe talks and he is nearly always running down his own country.
It is an American habit we have. |
S50, on this particular episode of Goverror KNice', 1t is
carrying on & normal Americen hebit of going to foreign perts
and telling wha£ & rotten place the United Stetes is. (Laughter)
M. EARLY: The Governor said he had been misquoted.

THE PKESIUENT: The Governor said he had been misquoted. However, I
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am talking in general terms and off the record because it is
one of those American characteristics that will probably take

a good many generations to get over. I suppose we are not old

for your own country in foreign lands.

third term?

THE PRESIDENT: I am sorry that a few people got off on a 1limb and

“overnor Lehman will reconsider running when the time comes.

Governor of the State of llew York.

| Black Legion affair in Detroit?
TiiZ TRESIDENT: DNo, I have not talked to him.
% Can you cormment on thut et all?
WHe PrdiSIDENT: I cunnot becasuse all I have seen is the headlines.
¢ Is it true that your trip to Texas is designed to steal "the show

from the Republican National Convention? (Laughter)

THE PRYSIDENT: (laughing) Ko. I seid in the very beginning that it

is partly & question of eclimate -- I cannot say that out loud --

and possibly my hope of going off with the boys a little bit

later on for a cruise off the coast of lvaine, and if T could not

get away by the eighth of June, I would not be able to go away

r

enough to have collected the amount of patriotism that sticks up
¢ (Mr. Fred Lssary) Having discussed my Covernor for © moment, would

you mind discussing yours? Will you tell us, for guidance or sany

other purpose, whether Governor Lehman will be a candidate for a

'said that I would do a certain thing that I have no intention of
doing. I hope very much -- and this is just reiteration -- that

and, for the same reason I gave before, that he has been a good

% Did you discuss with the attornev Genersal anything concerningthis
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at all and I would have to go to Texas a little later on in

the fall. And I did not think, two weeks ago, that I could get
away either the first week in June or the second week in June.
Things have got to the point on the Hill where they will adjourn
by the end of June or get away for a recess.

Q@ I wanted to settle that question permaﬁ;;tly. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: And also, just another thought about a limb on the
tree: I am going to make spaecheﬁ on the trip, a speech at the
Arkensas Centennial and, probably =-- I am going to Arkansas be-
cause they are having a Centennial -- and I am probably going to
speak about the early history of Arkansas. And when I get to
Texas, I will go to the battlefield at San Jacinto and go to the
nlamo and lay a wreath and then to Dallas for the main Centennial,
and I wili probably make 4 speech in Dellas on the history of
Texas, and then up to Vincennes, where they are dedicating a Ted-

eral monument up there, and I will probably meke a speech on the

Battle of Vincennes and ¥William Henry llarrison and & few people
who sare of some great importance in our history, and then prob-
ably I will go beck to W&shington. S0, do not get too far out
on the limb about this being & vpolitical carmpeign trip. I might
doublecross you.

€ Do you plan to make any speech in Kentucky?

THE PRESIDENT: That is possible, either on the way down or back.
That is the thing we tried to do last year but couldn't work it

. in. It is an overdue visit.
G ihere would you go in Kentucky?

THE PRESIDENT: There are three or four different historieal places.

]

/5

/
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Q@ The monument at1v1ncennas is to George Rogers Clark. I think you
mentioned him too.

THE PHRESIDENT: I think also William Henry Farrison's house is there,
too. I think so.

¢ Senator Tydings has submitted a resolution to create a commission
to study the' future status of Puerto Rico?

THE PRESIDENT: Not a thing but what I have read in the headlines. I
learned about it first in fha Yiashington Post.

¢ Have you any preference whether the Federal Alcohol Administration
should be in the Treasury Department or & separate sdministration?

THE PRESIDENT: I said right along on that that I think it was oprob-
ably better to have it a separate organization. I do not think
it makes a tremendous lot of difference but, on the other hand,
1 think it is a matter that might be kept as non-partisan as
possible and kept out of the ordinary run of administrative
things. If & separate administration is justified for enything,
it would be in that case. .

& & Tthres-man board?

THE FRESIDENT: Yes.

% There is a répcrt that you have been studying & new Merchant Marine
Bill over the week end. Can you comnment on that?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not even looked at it.

AR, STORM: Theank you, lr. President.
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& Good morning, Ir. President.
& Your letter was a8 fine letter and not too academic.
THE PRESIDEINT: I am glad of that, aépacially with you, Fred (Mr. Storm).
@ (Mr. Storm) My lunguage was not academic. I can only be a student
in one school at & time, )Mr. President.
AR. DONALDSQN: All in.
THE PRESIDENT: I do not think there is any news at all. I am going
to the exercises at arlington tomorrow at 1.00 o'clock and then
£0 over to the Navul Acadeny, get aboard the POTGAC end see the
vWater Pageant in the evening, and drop down the Bay, and zo up
the Potomac and get back Sunday eveninz as usual.
W There is something in the paper about saying a few words at Ar-
lington? |
Thk PrESIUENT: llo.
% “hat time do you leave for Annapolis?
TUE PRESIDENT: I think it ends at 2.00 and I will get away at half
past 2.00.
« Do you expect to take part in the June “eek at .nnapolis?
THE PRESIDENT: I do nct think I will be able to go over.
« Lid you read Charlie !ichelson's ad (the story ahout lir. liichelson)
in the Seturday Evening Post?
THe PuLSIDENT: No; did you, really? 5
M, MICHELSON: Yes, I thought some of the campaisn funds mizht be

spent that' way.
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Q Mr, Prﬂﬂidﬂnt, _——

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Did he sell anything?
Q It wasg a very good ad. He could get a job now, any time he wants

one.

THE PRESIDENT: Ie won't be looking for any other job for a while; it
is all right. WYe got him hooked. N

& Since I last saw you, sir, about the Distriet Appropriation Bill
being tied up, have you given it any thought?

THE PRESIDENT: No, except what I have seen in the parper.

& How about Eppﬂin£ing an impartial committee to study i1t%? Does
that sound good to youf?

THE PHESIDEHT: You remember two years ago I started the Treasury look-
ing into the tax valuation in the District, and they sent a report
which, as I recall it, I sent to the District Cormittee in both
Houses, and that is the last I ever heard of it. So, if they
want a separate cormittee to study it again, it is all right.

< Do you plan to see the Finance Cormittee members of the Senate
azain? G -

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't heard & word.

< There is a report thut this country has indicamted its willingness
to reopen the Briéiﬂh debt question?

Tilk PRESIDENT: I have not heard of that either.

% Would you be willing to continue the Listrieot appropriations rather
than have them die?

THE PRESIDENT: I cennot see how they can die,

Q That 1s an old stunt up there. Would it be definitely satisfactory,
as far as you know?

THE PRESIDENT: It is not satisfactory as an appropriation bill but




it ia better than no eppropriation bill at all.

Q Have you selected a successor to General McCarl?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing on that.

Q Mr. President, eny comment on the appointment of the Commissioner
of Reclamation?

THE PRESIDENT: No, nothing on that. No appointments in sight.

§& Did you read Senator Borah's New Deal speech last night?

THE PRESIDENT: I did not. I started to read it this morning and I
haven't gotten through yet.

MR« STORM: Thank you, Mr. President.
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Q Mr. President, do you see eny way in which the Passamaquoddy
Project can be continued?

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to ask them on the Hill.

Q¢ In view of the Supreme Court's series of opinions about the New
Deal objectives, do you see any way in which those objectives
can be reached within the existing framework of the Constitution?

THE PRESIDENT: I think I will have to reframe your question: Have
you any comment éﬁ the Supreme Court decision?

Q@ Comment on this decision or on the series ﬂf/them?

THE PRESIVENT: On this narticular decision the onl; thing I can say
is that it will be and is of very great interest to practically
everytody in the United States. They should read all three de-
cisions, the decision of Justice Butlar, the deciéinnyof the
Chief Justice, anZ the decision of Justice Stone, because it is
the combination of the three that seems to indicate that at the
present time & majority of the Court have made a fact clear. I
am, of course, interested in that fact because when I was Governor
of liew York we did discuss and, just after I left, the lLegisla-
ture passed this minimum wage law.

It seems to be fairlv clear, as & result of this decision
and former decisions, using this gquestion of minimum wage as an
example, that the "no-man's-land" where no government can func-

tion 1s being more clearly defined. A state cannot do it and

the Federal Govermment cannot do it. I think, from the layman's
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point of view, that is the easiest way of putting it nnd about
all we can say on it.

Q How can you meet that situation?

THE PRESIDENT: I think that is about all there is to say on it.
(Laughter)

Q I think there are dangers in the existence of that "no-man's-land."

THE PRESIDENT: I think that is all there is to say about it.

Q@ Nr. President, there is a report that you will meet the President
of lexico at the border of Texas during your visit down there?

THE PHRESIDENT: Lo, the trip is ail gset and I don't think I go nearer
the border than 58n Antonio.

& WMr. President, is any thought being given to lifting the Arms Im-
bargo against Italy and what was Ethiopia?

TiE PeESIDENT: I think you will have to ask the State Dlepartment
about that. It is a difficult problem.

& Is there any conment vou can make on the report that llorris Tremaine
is going to be sppointed Comptroller General in place of cCarl?

THE PEZSILENT: IHleither one. I think he 1s one of thirty or forty
names. 1 haven't done enything about the Comptrollership -- I
say this about twice & week -- uand I'm not going to for some time,

¢ IHave you arrived at & decision as to whether that office can be
filled without the Comptroller -- as to whether tﬁe fLssistant
Comptroller can be acting Comptroller?

TE PRESIDENT: I haven't looked that up.

@ They say down there that it can be done; at least, the Asslistant
Comptroller says scj (Leughter)

TiZ. PRESIDENT: Steve (Mr. Larly), look that up and see what haopens.

i
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MR. EARLY: Yes, sir.

Q Do you expect any new develomments on the debt situation this
month?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't heard of eny.

Q I have to ask the Republicans what they think of nominating & Dem-
ocrat for Vice President. What do you think about that?

THE PHESIDENT: Truly, I should say that that was, as C. F. Nurphy

would have said, that is up to the Convention.

@ Mr. President, ha%e you an Aassistant Secretary of the Navy for ¥
ug yet? |

THE PRESIDENT: DNo appointments in mind at the present time.

« That includes the Federal Heserve Board?

THE PRESIDENT: Same thing.

& IMr. President, in your letter on sugar regulation you recommend
graduated payments and suggest that that be studied from the
standpoint of & soil conservation prograr. Can that be put into
effect without additional legislation?

THX PRESIDENT: I don't believe it can, but I think it is sametﬁing
that 1s well worth studying. ¥You see, we have put into effect
legislation based on the theory, which is probably & perfectly
valid theory, that certain advantages come f;cm size. Cf course,
that is perfectly obvious. If you write & column for & paper,

you von't meke nearly so much money out of it as if you can
syndicate it. That is tﬁe easiest illustration I know. The more
papers you ;et’ to carry your column, the more profitable it is

to you. &t the same time, your overhead constantly diminishes

with the edditional number of papers that you take on up to a
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certain point.

Now, we have recognized that theory with respect to cor-
porations, in getting a graduated corporetion tex of 124 per
cent up to 15 per cent. So, in the same way, there isn't much
doubt about it that what might be called "consolidated farming"
on & large scale dces save a certain amount of overhead in com-
parison with the smaller farmer. Cn a farm of 1,000 acres, the
proportionate overhead is nothing like ten times as great as
with a farm of 100 acres. I see no reason why the benefits
paid for soil erosion compliance should not be graduated in ac-
cordance with the size of the operation.

& Mr. President, have you any new light on ad journment prospecte?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard today. I heard last night that
thaf were making all kinds of bets.

@ “What are the odds today? |

THE PRESIDENT: Last night it was 50-50.

« What will Chester Devis' new status be?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, he is stil]l Administrator.

6§ Three AT

" THE PHESIDENT: Yes.

L
w There 1= & statement that he 1s going to go to Sears Roebuck.

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard anything about it. I learned it

first from the papers this morning.

& Thank wyou, Mr. President.
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THE PRESIDENT: Recovered?

Q Yes, sir; a good night's sleep fixed me up.

THE PRESIDENT: The best thing in the world for people's figures are
trips to Texas and Arkansas this time of the year.

@ How much weight did you lose?

THE PRESIDENT: About five pounds. You look thinner yourself. As
for Fred (lir. Storm), he seems to look almost the way he did in
the Navy.

€ (Mr. Storm) I took off & few pou;ds, I think.

THE PRESIDENT: You bet you did.

.R. DONALDSON: &ll in.

THE PRESIDENT: All in and all quiet. No news.

% Mr. President, have you any news on the capital gains tax? There
has been a suggestion that you might desire that report.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I have had so many suggestions.

% Wall Street runor?

THE PRESIDENT: 1 don't know what is happening this afternoon.

¢ Do you plan to see the tax cormittee at any time tonight or -today?

THE PRESIDENT: No, not unless they want to come down. I have no plans

at all.
Q ©Sir, what do you think of the iepublican platform?
THE PRESIDENT: I don't.think there is any news on that.

¢ In it, did you say?

THE PHESIDENT: On it.
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Q Mr. President, do you plan to remain here through this week and
next week, now? ’

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I fhink 56. Yes, I expect to be here probably
until a week from Saturday.

Q Have you Qour campaign plans mapped out?

THE PRESIDENT: No; haven't thought of it.

Q Whén will be ydur first trip?

THE PRESIDENT: Sorewhere around the middle of July. If I can't get

o
off then maybe I will make it a little later.

@ How about Hyde Park®?

THE PRESIDENT: I may go up to lyde Park after the Convention and see
my mother and then come back.

@ How is she coming along?

THE PRESIDENT: Fine; starting to walk around again.

% When will you start your campaign? The middle of hugusf?

THa PRESIDENT': Start what? (Laughter) Aren't you premature?

% Just assuming you ure considering 1t?

THE PRESIDENT: That's an "if" question. Ilow, thélﬁnly plan I have
got is two dates -- one is to go up to Philadelphia on the 27th
and the other is the third and fourth of July to Skyline Drive
and lonticello.

& fhere will you spend the night of the third?

THE PRESIDCENT: Somewhere dcwn there. I don't know exactly where yet.
Churlottesville.

« University?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know where we are staying that night. Then

probably I will get aboard the POTOMAC. I will be in Richmond

2o
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the afternoon of the fourth.

Q Is there something in Richmond?

THE PRESIDENT: From Charlottesville to Richmond and get on the
POTMAC and call on some of my friends down the James River.

MR. BARLY: Historical trip.

THE PRESIDENT: What?

MR. EARLY: Historical trip.

THE PRESILENT: Historical, Steve says.

Q So was the Southwestern trip. (Laughter)

Q &sny intentlon to take part in anything in Richmond or see anything?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I will have time. I will get right on
board &and start down. I want to get to Westover and see Crane
who was a classméte of mine and go to Upper Brandon and see
Ldward Byrd who was an o0ld friend of mine and to Lower Brandon
and see Bob Daniels.

% «are you going to Certers Grove, near Yorktown?

THE PRESIDENT: Carters Grove? I think I will probzbly go on Sunday.

% (liiss Black) what are you going to Fhiladelnhia on the 27th for?

% That's another "if" guestion. (Laughter)

THZ PRESIDENT: She beat you to it. (Laughter)

¢ Ve work together.

THE PRESIDENT: She has got me absolutely right on ice. Just for a
good time. Just & nice little week-snd party.

¢« Yes, sir.

« ‘When will that put you back in Washington? Illonday?

THE FRESIDENT: lLonday morning.

& Did this Government exchange views with & foreign government on

nNe
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possible monetary =--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Not that I know of. I haven't heard
anything of it except, I suppose, the usual daily conversations
that come through from our people on the other side.

Q Can you tell us anything on the foreign debt question now that the
fifteenth has passed and all nations except one defaulted?

THE PRESIDENT: I think only what I have saiéd before: We take off our
hat to ¥inland.

'R, STORM: Thank you, ir. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Very dull period. The news is all at the other end,

on the Hill.

up
¢ I wish they would winé up/there.
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THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. You look prosperous this morning.

Q@ (Miss Black) I am paying my fure to Philadelphia.

MR« DONALDSON: All 1in. 7

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there is any news this morning at all.
Can you think of any, Fred (lir. Storm)?

w Mr. President, now that Congress is about to go home, is there
anything you have to say or would like to say on the program
and what theé'have done, et cetera?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so. They haven't adjourned yet. I am
always cautious.

& Can you tell us anything about the report of your Yest Coest tour
the middle of next month?

THE PRESIDENT: All I have heard of it is what I read in the news-
papers. E

& Lo you think you will ;et eway tomorrow over the week end?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I think I will stay right here.

w ANhat is your opinion of the compromise on the Districet anpropria-
tion bill, that nart of it which, I think, ecalls for about
.jEQ,DGD. to be spent-on & survey uncder vour supervision of the
fiscalHralations -- not the tax but the "fiscal relations"?

THE PRESICENT: I have always felt there should be some kind of a

fiscal survey. /e had & survey a year ago but it wasn't very

comprehensive. Does the bill provide for it?

Q& Yes, sir.
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Q You appoint these surveyors and they report back next January.

TEE PRESIDENT: All right with me.

Q Do you anticipate a World Court plank in the Democratic platform?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know anything about a platform.

& Mr. President, for the purposes of this little local story that
only a few are interested in, may we quote that "It is all right
with me"?

THE PRESIDENT: I would not quote it. You can say it would be entirely
satisfactory to the President and also say, probably better than
merely & survey, that it would look into the tax problem. It
should be all inclusive. It is & very good thing.

@ Is the compromise Tax Bill satisfactory?

THE PRESIDENT: I havefitf honestly had a chance to read it through.

@ Do you have any plans for rescinding the Neutrality Act?

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to ask the State Department about that.

& The State Department saild to ask you. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think we have got to the public statement
phase, either one of us.

G Do you consider the war as over?

THZ PRESIDENT: Of course I cannot talk about the Ethiopian metter on
the record, but I can give you a hint, off the record, just for
your information.

Our own Neutrality Statute seems to be fairly clear that
when the President finds that & stute of war exists he shall --
I think it uses the word "shall" -- issue a proclamation.

If you will remember last October -- of course there was no

declaration of war -- but almost as soon as there had been &
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battle and people were killed, regular troops in action on both
sides, we found that & stute of war existed. I think we were
the first nation to do it.

Now, the converse of that would apply in the case of rescind-
ing a néutrality proclamation and actually it becomes a question
of fact, has the conflict stopped? Of course, Abyssinia is some-
what a difficult country about which to establish facts. It is
a very large country. The Italian Army have occupied, or the
Italian Administration has occunied, about two-thirds of the
country but not the other third and it is & 1little difficult to
establish all the facts. ‘

Ve are working on the question of fuct &t the present time,
and 1f &t any time we believe that a state of war has ceased to

exist, obviously a proclamation wouléd issue.

IR. ZARLY: V¥hy not let ther: use thut without attribution to you,

instead of off the record?

TE PeESIDENT: I think it is all right. You can use that without

attribution, without &ttribufing it to me.
« Have you any idea as to when the facts will be sufficiently well

known?

THE PrESTIDENT: I should think fairly soon. I don't think the next'

twenty-four hours or enything like that, but the reports are
coming in every day.
« Do you expect the llousing Bill to pass the Ilouse before adjourn-

ment?

THE PRESIDENT: I hope so.

«R. YOUNG: Thank you, lr. President.

29




Q (Mr. Storm)

Kind of tough luck.

THE FRESIDENT: What?

& The Junior Varsity race.

THE PRESIDENT:

I don't know why.

Yale won by five lengths.

They should have won by one length.
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¢ Ve have a slim crowd for you toduy, 1'r. President.

& Just the second-string men. (Laughter)

T!E fRESIDEHT: I would not stand for it for a minute.

IKe EBaARLY: I pointed out this morning thut any news out of here
might compete with Philadelphia.

> ‘e might get some loesl stuff here today.

THD PRESIDET: For the benefit of all of you, there is no éeneral
aews and, for.the benefit of RKuss {Youngi, there 1is nc local news.

% The term of one of the rembers of the Federal Home Loan Board expires
in July and I think he hss to be appointed before it is eripty. Do
you xnow anything esbout that?

MHo PRESIDENT: T have not hadé a chance. I think I have & nunber of
terms that expire between now and the first of Asugust. T haven't
even my list yet.

H Lowlubout ieCerl®

mr
™

O PriSIUENT: The sume thing.
= hurry Hopkians hed a group in the other day. On their way out they

did not talx very much., They said something about studying coop-

erative enterprises in Zurope.

=
4
]

L PRESIDENT: I was going to release that next week, but I might as
well tell you that now. There are three men going abroad: Jecob
Baker, Assistant \Jorks Progress administrator; Leland 0lds, who

is, I think, the Secretary of the liew York State Power Authority,

and Charles K. Stuart, of the engineering firm of Stuart, James




and Cooke, of lNew York.

They are going abroad on the first of July to meke & report
on cooperative enterprises in certain parts of Europe. They are
£oing to the British Isles, Bwaden,_nanmark and Finland and, I
think, Norway, although it is not dowi here, Czechoslovakia,

Switzerland and France. Also, possibly, Hungary.

They are to study the cooperative developments in Furope in
relation to cooperative stores, hcuslng, credit, insurance, bank-
ing, eleqﬁricﬁl ¢istribution, cooperative producers, cooperative
rnarketing and, in general, the coordinating of these different
kinds of cooperatives with each other and with other forms of
conducting the same services, also the relationship of these dif-
ferent gzovernments to these cooperative agencies.

This 1s & thing you won't went to use but I think it is tre-
mendously interesting and you might perhaps use it as background
without uttributing it to me. I got & good deal interested in
the cooperuative development in countries abrosad, egpecially
Sweden. s very interesting book came out & counle of menths agz0
on "The !liddle VWay." I was tremendously interested in what they
had done in Scandimavia along those lines. In Sweden, for example,
you have 4 royal [umily and & socialist covernment and a capital-
istic syster, all working happily side by side. Of course, to be
sure, it is a gmaller country than ours, but they have conducted

scrie very interesting and, so far, very successful exveriments.

They have these cooperative movements existing hapoily and suc-

cessfully alongside of private industry and distribution of
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verious kinds, both of them making money. I thought it was at
least worthy of study from bur point of view.

I think this Cormittee of three will only be gone about two
months or two months and @& half and it will necessarily be just
& hasty survey -- a birdseye view of what has been ac&umplished
over there. It is especially important because in this country,
as you may know, there has been & substantial growth of the coop-
erative movement in various parts of the country among ﬂroducers,l
such as farmers, and asmong middlemen and among consumers.

It is something that has nothing political in it, from a par-

| tisan point of view.

% To whom do they report, to you?

IIE PRESIDENT: Yes.

& Lo you see a way of v»utting unemployed to work? 1Is it a move
toward putting unemployed to work through cooperatives?

THE PRESIDENT: Only indirectly. In Scandinavie the unemployment sit-
uaticn 1s not & serious ane. They still have their unemployed
but, since going on these general methods, the number of unemnloyed
has decreased quite sharply.

« JIsn't the cooperative movement an answer tc monopoly fhther than
unemployment, viewed in that 1light?

TiZ PRESIDENT: Yes.

@ also succeeded in breaking the trusts over there, that is, as far as
price-fixing is concerned?

TEE FRESIDENT: That I don't know. Cf course the matech trust broke of

its own weight.

 ¥Will you vrovide more funds for Coordinator Eastman to finish his




reports?

7 EHE PRESIDENT': I sent it over to Bell to see if there is any way
in which we can provide funds to get those reports out. I
understand 1t is a matter of two or three months of work and he
certainly ought to get those reports because they are pretty wval-
uable. Whether we can do it or not, I don't know; it depends on
what Bell says.

Q What do you hear from Philadelphiaf?

THE PRESIDENT': Not a thing.

Q Any possibility of Governor Lehman running again?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard a word. I have been signing bills

8ince Saturday and vetoing bills,

Q Have you signed the Distfict Appropriation B1ill?%

THE PRESIDENT: Wait a minute, I zot some fat ones and it may be here.
(Examining basket) Here it is. Mr. Bell says, "I recommend ap-
proval of the above-mentioned Bill." Do not use this -- "However,
at as early a date as may be convenient I wish to discuss with
the President the unusual provision for a study of fiscal rela-
tions which the Bill contains."

So I think you can say that it will be signed this after-
noon.

Q2 We hear romors from Philadelphia that you had a lot to do with the
Convention Platform.

THS PRESIDENT: What? (Laughter)

Q won't the Patman-Robinson law interfere with any carrying out of

cooperative movements in the way of cooperative purchases of, say,

fertilizer?
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't see it that way. As I remember it, it says
that the Federal Trade Commission shall take into consideration
the proper discounts due to quantity puruhnu;rs. I think there
is a very definite clause in there. It is just so long as
everybody else gets a chance at the same price on the same quan-
tity. I suggest you read it over. It takes more than -- I can-
not use the words "Philadelphia lawyers" today very well -- but
it takes even more than a Philadelphia lawyer to get that detailed
language straightened out. That is my impression, but you read
it over.

Q Mr. President, have you given any consideration to the Navy's con-
tention that if the Walsh-Healy Govermment Contract Bill is not
signed, you may not be able to build any new battleships?

THE PRESIDENf: Strictly between us, I haven't been through seven and
a half years without knowing what the histufic attitude of the
Navy is toward that type of legislation. Right?

Q Yes, sir.

Q Have you considered any possibility of a llerchant llaripe Board?

THEE PRESIDENT: MNot yet; I haven't given it a thought.

MR, STORM: Thank you, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Everything is all quiet.
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Q Good morning.
THE PRESIDENT: Well, the faithful are still here. It is all right.
I think the only news is that the law factory is running

three shifts. I think there are about a hundred bills left.

R Have you had time to read the Platform yet?

THE PRESIDINT: I started to read it this morning. (Laughter)

Q Did it sound familiar, Mr. President? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't finished it yet. (Laughter)

Q Were you satisfied with what you read?

THE PRESIDFNT: well, I think —-

Q (interpdsing) Or with what you wrote? (Laughter)

TER PRESIDENMI: I think we have to wait until Saturday night.

Q Heve you signed the 'alsh-~Ilealy Contract Bill?

(The President turned to !, Early.)

R, ELRLY: ©No, sir; I don't think you have.

Q How about the Ship Subsidy Bill?

THE PRESIDENT: No, that has not came down.

¢ Have you selected the commissioners for the Maritime Commission?

TFE PRESIDENT: I haven't done anything and probably wc;n't for a
couple of weeks.

MR, EARLY: The bill hasn't been signed.

@ Anything to say-~gbout 1t?

THE FRESIDENT: No.
Q You spoke of having a hundred bills yet.‘ Have you any idea of what
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nuzber you signed in the last week or so?
THE PRESIDENT: I haven't the record yet. I haven't the veto record
but we have fattemed our veto batting average a lot.
- Q@ Not enough.
Q Anything to say about the reports that the Postmaster General is
going to resign next week?

THE PRESIDENT: (facetiously) Not until the Convention is over.

@ What do you hear from the goodwill political éacretary in Philadel-
phia? (Referring to lMr. MeIntyre)

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I tried to raise him this morning about
1.30 A.K. aﬁd he would not "resurrect.™ I don't know what has
haprpened.

Q Fe wasn't in bed at that time.

THS PRESIDENP: I am quite sure of that. (Laughter)

MR, EARLY: Don't be too sure.

THZ PRESIDENT: I had a great time last night. I talked to Bob Wagner

to congratulate him about 1.20 our time and £.20 their time. He

was still up.

| Q He made a good job of that Platform.

TEE PRESIDENT: I think he reud it beautifully.

Q The .delegates saémad impressed, too. "I'herfa wasn't a great deal of
yelling.

THE PRESIDENT: No.

MR. EARLY: Somebody did discover that the Platform had wings.

THE PRESIDEMT: Some people up there wondered how this commmunication

was going on between the Platform Committee and the White House

and they discovered the airplane.




Q Forgot all about the telephone?

THE PRESIDENT: Forgot all about the telephone. (Laughter)
There was no piuca of paper that went between Washington

and Philadelphia yesterday.

Q¢ Have you figured out how long you will stay at Hyde Park?

THE PRESIDENT: Until Monday night.

Q Have you talked about filling the vacancy in the Chicago Circuit
Court?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I haven‘t. It 1s something I ought to do but I
haven't gotten around to it yet.

@ A local question, Mr. President --

(interposing)

THE PRESIDENT:/ Is this last week's?

Q Hangover.l Have you had time to give thought to the appointment of
this Committee that 1is to study fiscal relations? 3

THE PRESIDENT: I talked to Bell =zbout it and asked him to get the
language on the thing and try to get a pretty complete report. I
don't think he will be able to report until next week when I get
back.

@ How about Uncle Fred?

THE PRESIDENT: What is the language?

Q Must not be a resident of Washington.

THE FRESIDENT: That is more discrimination.

Q@ Yes, sir.

& Have you completed your acceptance speech?

THE PRESIDENT: On the acceptance speech, I have done -- last night for

the first time I got to work on it and did one very, very rough

draft; so rough that I didn't like it, being a peaceful man.,
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Q Do you plan to be in Washington in the fall -- for the campaign?

TEE PRESIDENT: In other words, I am not going to Hawaii, or through
the Ganal; or to the Cocos Islands. That's off, certainly until
after election. Oh, I will be here most of the time, on and off.

Q Getting back to your rough speech, have you made any progress
since?

_TEE PRESIDENT: They are typewriting. I dictated last night.

Q Will it be short?

THE PRESIDENT: Of course lots of things start off short, and you know
what happéns.

Q& Who is going to head up the W.P.A. Administration in New York?

THE PRESIDENT: What has happened?

¢ Ridder is getting through June thirtieth.

I’FEE PRESIDENT: I thoughkt he was stayins through July?

4 Lest word i1s that he returns to hies Tormer position on June thir-

tieth.

THE PRESIDENT; Yes.

Zverything is guiet. I think I will listen to good old

John Liack this morning and fhen work on the speec%.

@ He has got =2 good speech. (Lauszhter)

¢ Were you listening in during the 41 Smith demonstration?

TE. PRESIDENT: 1llo, I didn't get in until just the time they were
starting the two-thirds rule. I hesrd Dave Lawrence.

Q@ Did you hear Walter?

THE PRESIDENT: When did he go on? Dave Lawrence, just between us

girls, did an awfully good job. He scooped certain types of news-

papers corpletely.
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i Q Only mistake he made was he didn't blame it on Hoover. (Laughter)

Q Thank you, lMr, Presidemt.
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¥R, DONALDSON: All in.

THE pPRESIDLNT: ‘here are all the first-string people? (Laughter)

S They are all rained out, sirl

THe PRESIDENT: Fred, we had a good play with the second-string
‘people last weeck.

< I'11 bet you didl

THE PR=SIDENT: I don't know as there is any particular news today.
“e have orzanized an Interdeﬁartmental Drouzht Committee to
coordinate the drourht activities in wvarious parts of the Nation
-- Secretary ‘iallace, Director of the Budzet Bell, Administrdtor

of lesettlement Tugwell, and ur. Williams, :orks rrogress. The

drourht, in spite of what we have had this afternoon, is awfqlly
i serious in three ditferent places in tné country. One is up’in
the northwestern resion -- western Dakota, eastern Liontana and
eastara yominr -- so much so that it looks like pretty near =
total feilure of crons.

In eastern Uklahoma and western Arkansas is another bad
situation developiniz; and in northern Tennessee and southern
Kentucky another drou:-ht situation is developins. That is not
as bad yet as the lNorth Dakota one, dut it is -ettins serious,
so that this interdepartmental committee has to keep in close
touch with the situation and do everything théy can to relieve

what looks like pretty serious distress for anywhere from fifty

to a hundred thousand peopile.
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% Heve you any idea, Mr. President, how much money you will
originally need?

THEE PRESIDENT: We cannot tell yet.

% How much do you have available?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q@ How much do you have available?
TEL PRESIULNT: Of course we have relief money in zeneral available
- for it, and I think also we have funds in the Surplus Commodity
Corporation that could be used, as it has been before, for pur-
chasirg livestock which otherwise would die, and processiny them
and usir# them for the needs of the state relief orranizaticns
ruthe£ than to let the cattle die in the fields.

« lre President, turning from drouchts to flooas, will any work at
all be done under the omnibus Flocc Control Bill? Con.ress ad-
journed without makin; any appropriaticns.

Tils FRESIUGIT: There were no appropriations, and 1 thirk it is
tormorrow T an navin: a.ﬂﬁnfﬁrenne with varicus avencies that are
eitner directly or :ére rerotely connected with the flcod problem;
Iirst of all, Army en-ineers because, under the bill, they woulc
do the work. Hgt it is connected with soil erosien, reforestation
in the upper recions, the Nationel Rescurces Cormmittee, reclama-
tien ir scre areas -=- 1 have forrotten, there may be one or two
others coming in =-- with the idea that on these varicus projects
-- 1 have for-otten how many -- there are about 340 authorized --

mayoe 600 =- a trerendous number -- when T read the bill I thourht

every creek in the United States had been included -- end the task

petween now and Januery is teo meke the necessary surveys from all
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of these points of view so as to determine on a givun'craek, for
instance, whether straizht engineering work, like canalizing the
creek, is the best way of poinz about it, or the creation of
reservoirs is the best way of zoing about it, or soil erosion,
reforestation, or a combination of any two or three of then.
Those studies will-be completed, I hope, detweern now and the
first of Jenuary, so that when Conjgress does appropriate money
they will be in possession of information as to which projects
should be taken up first, and also whether any of' the projects
authorized should be eliminated or poatpﬁned.
« That means, then, thet tiere will be no actuel work started
this sumner?
TH PRESIDENT: Can't without money. How can 17
The bill wasn't sizned, with the result that Congress could not

make an.appropriation?

Uik PROSIDLET: So Senator Copeland says.,
| G Thet's cifferents I thournht that was your stdtement. (Lau-hter)
| " Vhat was authorized in that bill?

T

[Er PRESIULIT: They autiorized flood control work to a total of

320,000,000, They wouldn't have hed to weit for the actﬁal
signings of the bill to arpropriate the money. A little telephone
messate to the “hite House would have oeen all that was necessary.
'In the new relief bill, about ,125,000,000 has been earmarked for
some sort of flecod control; but that is not this sort of flood

control?

T:E PRESICRNT: No. But some of that may be used on some of these

authorized projects; thut is perfectly possible.
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o Back to drourhts for a moment: I think there is a tendency for

livestock to move to market quite fast during the early part of
the drouzht; are you contemplating anything to support the price?

Ti PRESIDENT: There has been no particular drop in the prices, and
I don't think there will be, because if it looks like a dumping
of this stock on the market we will probebly take it off the market.

‘, Has Breckenridse submitted his resiznation?

'hE PRESIUENT: As you know, he has been pretty sick, but he is coming
throurh all ri~zht. It will probably take him a month or two to
recuperate. le¢ is zoiny up te leantucket [or his summer home. I
tkink as soon as he is able toc et around ne will be pretty active
in the ecampairn.

In that connection, when cen we expect a coreliminery announcement
on kr. Phillips' appointment?

THE: PRESIDEWT: I don't krow; no aprointment has veen made.

'id you ever act on ir. ilorrison's resignaticn?

THEL PKESIUSNT (turrings to jir. sicintyre): Eave I?7 (lir. licIntyre
apparently shook his hesd.) 1Iiac sayvs I haven't; but I probably
will almost immediately.

were you asked about ¥r. Farley?

1HL PRESIDRNT: I canpot tell you anythin- ebout it today.

~ hen do you expect to see lr. Farley?

Til, PRESID.NT: Thursday.

1 What action co you have to take to make P..:i.A. money available to

Mr. Ickes?

TH- PRESID-NT: I have to approve the project.

-« Do you not have to issue an kxecutive order of some sort?
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't know whether it is an Executive order or an
allotment; I think it is an allotment.

Q He thought so.

THe PRESIDENT: 1 don't know; ask Bell.

¢ Have you signed the Vialsh Labor B11llY%

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, every bill has been signed or vetoed. The desk
is completely clear. There ar=s three or four waitins for memoranda
to accompany the veto, out that is all.

Q How many were there bet'ore Congress adjourned?

Thhk PRLSIDENT: 1 asked Rudolph to ~ive me the list; I will try to
have it by.tcmorrcw. L ds A prétty rood list.

< Are you “oin; to rake & speech at the dedication of the Salisbury
bridre?

THE PRUSIDENT: I may not zo there yet. Nac was talking to the Mayor
this morning, and I hope to =o. If I ¢o, 1 may talk for three
or four minutes.

Q That}is the 1CthL?

THL PRESILINT: Saturday, the 1llth.

& You will se at Hyde Park until you start the trip?

THE PRESIU=NT: I would be there only a couple of days.

¢ Could you tell us whetrer at the end of ‘your irip to Carpobelle
vou immediately start west?

THE PRRSIDENT: No; I think you can say this, that it is pessible but
I cannot meke it defiinite because I would not know whether I
would have to come strai-ht Eack here or not. I may <o up to
-Juetec and pay that famous call on the Goverrnor Generil, retting

\
L]
up there in the morning and spendin: the day with him and coming
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on down that nizht; but that is still not a definite date, be-
cause 1 may have to come back here.

2 Have you set the date [or leaving Campobello?

TEE PRES1IDENT: The end of July.

Q You say you think you will come back to vasnington?

THi. PRESIDLNT: T think so.

4 llow about tiis rumored western trip?

THe PRESIVENT: I have nc plan after the first of Aupust. 1 may stop
at liyde Park. 1 have no plans beyond the first of August =- all
kinds ot offers but no takers.

2 Do you know where you will zo to meet the schooner?

THY PRMSIUMNT: Somewnere eastward of Portland.

4  That would be Roeckland.

Tk Pribluoisl: There are lots ol places to the eastward of rortland,

9@ Is that on the lath or 1loth?

THE PRASIDERT: 1 don't inow =-- apout the miadale of Julxr.

) Can you tell us anything about the ship you are ~-oing on?

THe PRESIDLLET: She is a schooner.

what is ner name?

e FARSIDEERET: Sewanns.

0 That sounds like Susanna. ' *r owns her, .ir. :resident?

¥

THZ -PRESIDENT: 1 don't Krow.

0 Anythins further on your zlans [lor your trir this week-end?

{'Hr PRESIDLNT: DNo; have you tela them about that, liac?

MR. McINTYKE: DNo, sir.

TVE PRESIDENT: Leave Friday morrning about 10; zo down Skviine Urive,

picnie on the way. I tolu them to try to bring a sandwich and
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a bottle of beer for Dean Younr.

% It will require more than a cottle of vser Jor fis, F. “Fesiiessd
(Lau-kter)

THE PRESIVLIT: Then the celetratior on “he s il rlee ® .
o'clock; motor uown to Chariottesvilie i the s¥soinc; ur Se o=l
cello Saturday mernin, ; stay there adout "alfl ar four, s thes
motor dovn to The Potomaec on the Jarss, ani ‘fows = pLver magt
day; land at Jamestomm, 70 to iliiamgdurr; Lake —_'"'..." chtoma: s aln

at Yorktown, and .st duck fere oria; Tornminc.
R Uc_you contemplate storrin. at Ormnics . an
Thk PRESILINT: Only maxe one stc:.
v Brancon?
THE PRESIDEET: den't krow.
o Is that old Josephus Nan’els rur Y.L
THE ERESID=hT:- ho, tlat is 3oL .anlels. ¥ : “% Or ro

nevhew of olu Senater haniels of YVir-inisa,
+ lir. Presicernt; have you any corr

ment?

BHorT in=»

I rave my comment this

TEL PRESIDERT:

r vehrarn's announces
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