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'mE PRESIDENT: fred (Stol"'D)l Where did you go? 

Q. (Mr. Stol"'D ) Down to Jamaica. 

THE PRESIDml': Grand down there? 

Q. (Yr. Stol"'D) Swell. 

'IRE PRESIDENI': Which side o f t he island were you on? 

Q. (Mr. Stol"'D) The south side. 

THE PRESIDENT: That is the best side. SWimming? 

Q.. (Mr. Storm) Good . I did not go fishing. 

THE P~SID~~= Othervnse occupied? 

Q. (Mr. Sto:nn) I got a few Planter's Punches. 

TB:E PRESIDENT: I think we ought to make t hat scanetime. 

Q. (Yr . Storm) I think we ought to do it, too. 

THE PRESIDENT: It is ?ratty much like Puerto Rico, although the city is not 

as goodlooking as San Juan. I haven't been there for yea rs. I "RS.s 

there about thirty-two years a go , all over the island. 

,:~ (Mr. Storm) That is the first time I have been toere since 1918. I went 

in on a destroyer, the LIT~rlFlELD . 

MR. ID.N:..LOOON: All in . 

THE PRE3IDEtT: I think the only n.ews is that in the front ro·,;,, our next 

trip will be to Jamaica, Fred recommends it highly . 

~ (Mr. Storm) Ready to start anytime, Mr . Pr·esident . 

Q. Any comment on the SUpreme Court decision , on the Coal Act? 

. THE PRESIDENT: I would not say there is any formal comment. I think you 

all know the purpose behind the Coal Act. We had a very difficult 
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aituation 1D a •Jor 1D4utry an4 both ~h~ •ployera and the miDera 

cae to an agre-m as to the pne:rel JDetbod ot illprortng the 1Dduati'J · 

as a whole tram the point at view ot bath the owners ot the mines aod 

the people who work in the mines, an.d an honest ettort •s made on the 

part ot about 85 per cent ot t he owners and nearly all ot the miners to 

get legislation which would carry this f ine objective i nto effect, and 

that particular l egislation has apparently not succeeded. 

The answer is that we have t o kee p on trying t o reach the object ives . 

As t o t he decision, it is , I think, probably going t o be of very great 

inter est t o the people all over the country, all three opinions . It is 

informative and or educat ional value and shows , of cour se , t hat there 

remai ns a division , a difference or current i nt erpretation among various 

parts of the Federal jud i ciary . I think that is all that needs t o be 

sai d . 

~ Will you try to reach t his objective by this session of Congress? 

TID: PRESIDEi'll': I said that ~ there was to be sai d . 
\ 

~ Any comment on the District BoRrd of Appeals opi nion? 

THE PR.l:;SIDENI' : no; I have not read tha.t yet . I do not believe there will 

be . There are , of course, so many of these l cro'/er court decisions . I 

would be kept t oo busy it I started to talk about them all . 

~ Does the lower court decisi on stump anything you are doing? Does i t make 

any difference in t he Admi n i str at ion --

'IHE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I think t he.t particular decision only affects 

t hat one project. 

Q It doesn't attect the Tugwell Towns? 

THE PRESI DKNT: Not that I !mow ot . 

Q Does t his Govermnent expect 1apan t o adher!) to the new Naval Treaty? 

. . 
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'1'BE PRESIDIHI': Well, that 18 too llUOh ot an "it• queat1011. I do not know. 

Q. Mr. Preaident, baa Dr. l!o~gan resigned yet? , 

THE PRESIDENI': Has what? 

Q. Baa Dr. Morgan resigned yet? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is a silly question. 

Q Have you any comment on the Chinese silver agreement? 

THZ PR!SIDENI': Yes. I think the accompl1sbment there has been a very, 

very fine illustration of what can be done by people getting together 

and sitting around a table and trying t o work thiDgs out in a peaceful 
I 

way to help each other. 

This agreement, I think, is going to help Chine to put into effect 

a national currency system which , from all that we can gather, is sound 

and will do a great deal t o stabilize their own internal currency pro-

blems . 

Of course, from our own point of view, 1 t is always a gain to us 

to have the currency of a great nation, like China, placed on a more 

stable basis . It ,means th&t t hei r purchasing power and selling power 

both will, t hrough stabilization, increese trade both ways . Besides 

which they tell us that it is going to help them internally, in their 

internal domestic trade relations. 

The conferences have been very delightful on both sides . I . bave 

had the pleasure of meeting the Chinese members over here and I think 

they are leaving on Thursday with mutual satisfaction on bJth sides . 

They told me that the reception of the news of the statement given out 

in NankiDg has been very favorable . 

Q Ur. President, are there likely to be any changes i n the deficiency relief 

appropriation provisions as a result or this circuit court decision? 

• 



'mE PRESIDENT: No, I do not think so. I ban not beard aqthing about it. 

Q. Han you agreed to withdraw the Ambassador. carter,.. trom Cuba? 

mE PRl!SIDENr: That is another one -- what wil,.l I call it? -- new•paper 

report. I called it a silly question before but I should -not haTe said 

that. It is a newspaper report. I .have heard absolutely nothing about 

it, one way or the other, except what I read in samebody's paper. 

~ Do you care to discuss the tax situation on the Hill? 

THE ?HESIDENI': I have not heard a word about it the last three days. What 

are they doing today'? 

;t They are going to vote tomorrow on the aubsti tute bill. 

~ That beautiful basket of flowers (on the President's desk), is that some 

special event today? 

THE PR~; -,IDi::l'!I' : It was presented to me by the .amployees of t he mail equip-

ment shops of 1;he ~>ost Office Departr..ent in appreciation of my approval 

of Public Bill No . 575 on the seventh of iuay . It is a lovely thing . 

-i \lfhat did t he bill provide? (LauE;11ter) 

THE PRESIDEl\T: Xow , really, Fred (~torm}. Can't you see from this that it 

must have helped the employees of the mail eqUipnent office? 

Q Haven't you read the bill, Mr . Pres ident? 

THE PP.ESIDJa'II' : Don't ask me details. 

~ Have you seen the compromise Ship Subsidy Bill that bas been drafted? 

THE ??..ESIDENI' : Hot t hat I heard of. I have not heard a pe ep on that for over 

a week, 

Q How about the Housing Bill? 

'mE PIDSIDENI': I don ' t know. They are approaching the time on that. I 

think we are very nearly together on that. 

Q There is some plan under way to have the ·R.F.C. take over some ot the 
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P.W.A. bODds they are holding tor the IIIWlio-lpalltlea? 

'l'H'B PRmiimtll': Only the usual sales golng on nery week. 

Q No erpanaion? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, but going along in a perfectly normal way. The. market 

will take only so many e. week. They have s:>t rld of about halt and have 

sowe to go. or course, in e. pinch, under the law, the R.F.c. can deter 

actual sale of the bonds to the public. They can buy them trom the 

P.W.A. themselves and sell them later. In other words, they can establish 

an immediate credit before selling the bonds to the public • 

Q Anything like t hat under consideration? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . If any large number of project s should come along re-

qui:dng :nore funds , we probably will do it. 

~ Have you discus.sed with people on the H.ill the resolution extendi ng the 

terr.1 of Coord i nator Eastman? 

THE PRESIDElll': No. I cru~ tell you t he position on t hat is perfectl y clear. 

I have s poken to the t .... 'O House and Senate Cl:airmen and told then, there 

are certain t a sks which the Coordinator's Office has been carrying on, 

whi ch a re not complete, enu , in my judsrtent, t hose task s, t hose duties 

assigned to t hat office not being complete , they should be carried 

through to completion . So tt~t is, rather distinctly , a matter for the 

Congress t o deter."!! ine as to the machinery for carrying them t hrough to 

completion. I t hillk we wa11t t o ~ a!J.eed with a lot of the ·,rork which 

has been undertHken and not f inished . ~to the method , it i s up to them. 

Q Can the ConBress complete your program in time to adjourn before the time 

of the two conventions? 

THE PRES! DEl\'!': I do not !alow who asked that but I shouJ.d say ycu a re on Jhe 

wrong e nd of the Avenue. 

q I was asking about your program? 

- ' 
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THE PRF.SIDENl': c~tully said only a ooupl e ot IIIODtba 
' 

You know, 1 very 

ago that there are really oniy two bills that 1 han called "must" 

bill s . I han adopted you.r term of previous yea r s . One was money 

t or relief to carry us over as tar as possible next year, and the 

other is some k i nd of a tax bill which will reimburse the Governme.nt 

and bring in revenues in replacement of the taxes outlawed. Those 

were the only two I stressed . There are a lot of other bills which it 

would be nice if .they went through, eight or ten or fifteen of t hem, 

but they are not "xust " le&islation. 

Q. !.:rs . rtoosevelt told ber young ladies today the.t you would probably t l:lke 

a trip to Campobello? 

THE PHi::Sl DEl\'T: :'lo. Aft ervi8.rds, some time in t b.e summer . ;ie have July and 

August , .-.hen the weather on the coast of Uaine i s perfectly f ine. If 

I can get off, I v:ant a little sailint;. 

~ Any progress beins made with respect t o the member of the Federal Re-

serve Board? 

THE PR~:3ID.E:::T : 1 don't thi nk t here will be . They are getting along pretty 

well withou t the seventh wheel for a v:hile . I don ' t think I will t'ill 

that place durino this session of the Congress . 

~ There is a Federal Judgeshi p vacant in New York . Any chance of an a p-

pointment to that? 

T¥-E P?.ESI DE:\'1' : I hope so . t.!a.ybe there will be some mor e . 

~ I hlilve heard rumors a bout that, too. 

·~ Tha nk you , Mr. President. 
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Good morning, !Ia- . President. 

P.ouse, 

THE PRESIDENl': Good morning, Fred .(Mr. Storm) ; how are you? 

Q (Mr. Stom) Big stutt, Mr. President? 

THE PRESI DENT: No. Too much of a boost for a paper. 

Q Did you do a l ittle editing? 

THE PHESID~~: No, because the whole story~s all around it . 

MR . DONAlDSON: All in. 

THE PHESIDEt:T: I don't t hink there i s any news. I am going off 

at midnight tonight and coming back ~ :onday evening , arriving 

here Tuesday morning. 

Q Could you tell us anything about your Texas-Arkansas trip? 

THE PHESID'El'I'r: Except that I hope, if Congress adjourns by the sixth 

of June, to .leave qn t he eighth of June, and if Congress does 

not adjourn by the sixth of June and decides to take a three-

day recess over t he week of the eighth, I t :tink I could go to 

·rexas t hat week, while they ll. re doing their three- day recess, 

so it looks_f!:lirly certain we will start on the eighth of June 

for ·rexas. 

Q Do you go to &in ..mtonio, Dall3S and Houston? 

THE PH.bSID'il:."\'1': I don 't knov. . " I think there are certain distances 

and times. 

Q Would t hat i nclude a stop at the Arkansas Centennial? 

TH.l..: Plu;;siDt2\rrr : Yes . In other words, sub'stantially the same schedule 

as we had planned the previous week -- Arkansas on the tenth, 

.... 

• 
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Tezaa on the eleventh, and the twelfth is the date tor Dallas 

and Fort Worth. I would spend t he night or the twelfth with my 

boy, Elliott, at Fort Worth and leave on Saturday, the thirteenth, 

tor Vincennes and be in Vincennes (Indiana) on Sunday the tour-

teenth. I would get back here the morning of Monday the ritrteenth. 

Q You are not going to Canada? 

THE P~IDENT: No . Obviously, I cannot if I have to be back here on 

Monday t he fifteenth . 
/ 

Q Wi ll you go later? 

THE PRESID~~ : I hope so, l~ter. 

Q. J.:r . President, I saw Ed Flynn go out a 11 ttle while ago . Can you 

t e l l us anything of your vis it with him this morning? 

T:fr: P.ffi':SII;Et,'T: J"ust chtl.tted . 

Q. !le expressed t he belief that t he ·convention i n September in l'!ew 

York State would nominat e Governor Lehman in spite of the fact 

tha t the Governor said he would not run. :rave you ELny comment 

to ttdd to t hat? 

THE FRl!:SID~•T: Not on that, but I t~ink I can re-e:x:press what I told 

St eve (r.:r . Ear ly) to t ell you people a couple of days ago, that 

I ~ersonally hoped very much that Governor Lehman would reconsider 

because t he State needs htm . 

Q 'n'ha t do you think of the new Guffey Coal 13111? 

T:iE PRESI DEiiT : I have not read it and I don ' t know . 

Q. \'!ould you care to make any comment on the tax plan under cons i dera-

tion by the Senate Finance Committee? 

T~ P~~SIDD,'T : I h~ve not read t hat except what I read in the papers 

this morning . 
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Q Any chance of t he Administration letting t he District (of Columbia) 

down without ~ny appropriation on account of t hi s dispute be-

tween the conferees? 

THE PRKSIDENT: llo . Of cou.rse i t presents a difficult pr obl em. VTe 

have to have money t o carry on the Dist r ict Govermnent after t he 

f irs t or July , and the suggesti on that a bi ll can tail completel y 

and that I can continue to r un the D~strict Government out or 

relief f unds just does not go . The wording of the Rel i ef Bi ll 

cer tainly does not contemplate runni ng a very lar ge city gove1~-

m£;nt or about 600, 000 people . I don ' t think it would even get 

by the Comptroller (General) . 

Q It is natur~l t o assume you still stand on your answer t hat you 

gave some weeks ago when you said that you favored that contri-

bution of $5,700 , 000 ., inasmuch as it i s $5 , 000 ,000 . in the 

Budget Report? 

TilE PRESIDENT: I haven •t made any c!lb.nge in the Budget Report . 

~ Have you .received uny request for a further st~y in the execution 

of tl~t Eritish subject? 

THE ?rt~IDENT: I 'have not heard anything about. it . 
r--:.nt . t.~cTh"J'YRE: '.'le sent it to the .Attorney General last night. ;:e have 

nothin€ from the British Embassy . 

Q I did not understand before; i s the Canedian trip off? 

THE PHf~ID~~: It is off for tte present . It has to be because I 

have to be back here on the fifteenth. 

~ Have you e;i ven a.ny . thought to the new Comptroller General? • 
TliL PRESIL:ENT: Not yet and I won ' t for some time . 

Q How about the Federal Reserve Boar d vacancies? 
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THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q Anything on Morrison ' s resignation? 

THE PRESID:ENT: Not yet. 

Q There has been some eugg~stion thet the increase in the tariff on 

the imports ot Japanese cotton runs somewhat counter to the pol-

icy of lowering tariff barriers. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don 1 t think it has a.nytb ing to do with it. They are 

two totally different subjects . 0 The possibility of lowering tariff 

barriers by agreement and wi tbout subst&ntially hurting any 1m-

portent Americ~o industry r~bins substantially whet i t was. In 

this case we have a situation where an i.mportt:rnt Al!lericsn industry 

was being hurt in one branch of that industry. ·:1e tried to reach 

an agreement , which VJas the obvious thing to do first, a gentl&-

1!!8n IS agreement tO limit the 8XpOrtS tOo thiS COuntry in that pBr-

ticular line of eoods. We did not get the agreement so we took 

tl:e only other step , which was to act on the report of the Tariff 

Commission. 

~ If I may be permitted to return t o t hat District problem, is there 

any likelit ood you may use your influence to streighten out mat -

tars up there? 

'l'HE PH:CSIDEJ\'T: Russell (tr:r. Young), it has not come to n:e yet . Whether 

it will, we do not know , \le have not had a peep down here. 

~ Senator Thomas hasn't talked to you about that? 

THE PRF.SiliENT: No , 

~ M.r . President, there was a report this morning that Dr. Townsend 

had an engagement with you today? 

THE PRl!SIDENT: Steve? t.:ac? 

' 



29'7 -- ~ . 

MR. MciNTYRE: He i s not on the list --

THE PRESIDKNT: (interposing and continuing) Charlie(Michelson)? 

Fred Botts? No, t hey all plead complete i gnorance . (Laughter ) 

~ Was the action taken 1n respect of cotton goods mandatory on you 

under the Smoot- Hawley Act? 

THE P.!USIDEl-JT : No. 

(Reverting to t he previous question) No , don ' t have i t her e 

(on the appointnJent list) . If he does want to see me , I wil l be 

very glad to see him , but so far as I know there hasn't been a 

suggestion . 

Q HAve you looked at the Flood Bill passed by the Senate? 

THE PRESDJENT: Ho , I di d not even know it had passed . 

Q You didn ' t? 

THB PRESIDl!:NT: No. (uiUgbter) 

<t This being ?v:ari time Cay, 11.1.11 you comment on the so-called Ship 

SubsiC.y Bill? 

Q No . 

T~ PrlESID~T : I am i c the surr~ posi t ion. I ho~e we will get good 

ship subsidy leeisletion but I a~ not taking part in the actual 

drafting of specific bills. 

l.R . STORhi : Thank you , J.:r . President. 

,.. .. 0 
~I 

~ . 
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THE PRESIDENT: I do not think ther e is a bit of news . I think you 

know i t all. 

Q There i s a story out that a man named Reynolds is going to sue-

ceed Mr . r.:ccar l. 

THE PRESIDENT: Reynolds? - - Senator UcReynolds? (~ughter) That 

is a new one on me. 

Q Also some talk, r.;r . President, that r.:orris Tren:aine is going to 

succeed him? 

THE PRESIDENT: No? Is he your candidate, Fred? 

Q (~~ . Storm) No, sir . (~ughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not done anything about it and I am not going 

to do anything_about it for a long time . 

Q Wasn ' t there a Pennsylvanian mentioned? 

THE PRESIDENT: Pinchot? (~ughter) 

Q No. 

THE PR&SIDENT: I will try a~in . (Laughter) 

Q :lave you any ideas on the liquidation of ?-:r . East man , the Coord in-
• 

a tor? 

THE PR:C:SIDENT: Liquidate him? (Laughter) 

Q Yes, sir. 

THE PHESIDEl-1T: No, I have said all along that I think the work of 

• 

this Coordinator business should go on . They haven't finished 
~lltl 

by any means . I told that to the Senator ia l chairmen ., the 

:touse chairmen, that t hey have done some very valuable work and 

,.,. ., 1 
~I 



J 298 -- II 

the work ia not finished. It ia entirely up to t he Committees 

to decide. 

Q ~~ . President, there is an invest igation of railroad bankruptcies 

working in cooperatio.\ with fa". · Eastman -- the Senate Interstate 
~--~TJ 

Commerce~~iesion. They have a request 1n for funds and apper-

ently are going to be closed out unless they get those funds. 

The Interst&.te Commerce Commission has asked for $100,000 , to 
• 

finish that investigation. 

THE PR!SIDEl':T: Thut really i sn ' t my business except that in the very 

beginning I felt it would be a wise thing to have an investiga-

t ion made so we would hhve more data on the problem of railroad 

benkruptcies . I properly could not comment on what they should 

get . :.lso t hey have not finished tlteir work . I do know that. 

~ Would you care to tell u::~ ubout your talk wi t!l !'.r .• Victor P.idder 

toC.ay? 

'!'hi-: PHESI DEJ::T: I will tell you t he honest truth , we spoke about an 

incividual und friend of hi s tb&.t ht! \'/anted to see if I could 

do sonethint for him . It •·1a s purely a personal matter • 
• 

One o~ those i s --

.ur.:: PHLSit.:.::!.T : (i nterposing) No . 

(ot r.ny discussion of u successor? 

THb Pi< i"SI DE!iT : ~\ o • 

~ Your visit with • .rnba~s&.dor Duniels -- uny news in connection with 

~ that? 

THL mttsiD.ENT: ?lo . ~·le talked about all sorts of things . I!e told 

me one very interes tin£ piece of new::~ which I cannot tell you. 

: :aybe you can get it f rO!Ii hi~>• or t!le State Department . It is a 
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piece ot history t hat happened down in Mexico Tery lately. I 
I 

cannot eTen giTe you a hint. 

Q Did you d iscuss with Secr etary Hull Leo Sack ' s comment on the GoT-

ernor of Uaryland? ,• 

~ Pf<ESIDENT: You mean the Costa Rice. t hi ng? I read it 111 the paper. 

I can talk to you ott the record on that . I t i s somethi ng that 

i s well worth r emembering and i t i s t he sort of t hing I can t alk 

to you otf t he recor d about . 

You know, it ie a curi ous and interesting fact , one that 

you all know of, that when a Britisher or a Frencl>..man or a German -
or an Italian comes to this country, even i f they a re not in 

agreement with t he existing -party in control of their own country, 

they never r~ do\vn their own countr y . That i s a very i nterest-

ing thing about a foreigner . You take a conservative Engli shman, 

when he comes to thi s country, "0~, yes; we are getting along all 

right . I don ' t agree with the party in power but we are working 

this thing t hroueh all right . " :.nd you get the same thing from 

tl: e FrenclufiB.Il . 

You who have been abroad know t he other side of the nicture, 

about Americ~ns-of various kinds, the more iMportant A~erican . 

Ee t~lks and he i~ nearly always runninr. down hi s own country . 
I 

It is an American habi t we have. 

Co , on this particular epi sode of Governor Nice • , it is 

carrying on a normal American habit of going to foreign parts 

and tellin~ what a rotten place the United Stttes is. (Laughter) 

~m . EARLY: The Governor said he had been mi squoted . 

THE PRESIDENT: The Governor said he had been mi squoted . However, I 
t • 

• 
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am talking in general terms and ott the record because it ia 

one ot those American characteristics that will probably take 

a good many generations to get over . I suppose we are not old 

enough to have collected the amount of patriotism that sticks up 
' 

for your own country in foreign lands. 

" (Mr. Fred 'Essary) Having diSCllSBed my Governor for 1:1 moment, would 

you mind discussing yours? \'/111 you tell us, for guidance or !iDY 

ot!:ler purpose , whet:-ter Governor Lehroo.n will be a candidate for a 

third term? 

TI!E llRESIDEin': I am sorry that a few. people got off on a limb and 

said that I v:ould do a certain thing thut I have no intention of 

doiru..; . I hope very u uch -- and this is just reittrtttion -- that 

(.;overnor Lehrc.an will reconsider running when the time comes. 

And; for t:1e same reason I guve before, that he has been a good 

Governor of the State of l:ew York . 

Ct Did you discuss wit!: t he i~ttorney 'Jenera l anyt~ing concerning~his 

Black Legion affa l~ in Detroit? 

'rt:.:; T'RESIDE:•JT: r-:o, I )Juve not talked to h 1m. 

Q Can you co:::ment on t hu t &t all? 

•,•H£: Pi~ESIDL!·:':' : I ct>nnot because all I have seer:. is the headlines . 

Q Is it true t!Jat your trip to TexaR is designed ~o steal ·the show 

from the Republican !~ationul Convention? (Laughter) 

T"rlE P!f•~SDJE~.T: (leughing) No . I said in t he very beginning thet it 

is partly a question of climate - - I cannot say that out loud 

tmd possibly my hope of ·going off with the boys a ·11 ttle bit 

later on for a cruise off the coast of r,:aine, and if I could not 

get a¥n>y by the ei~hth o!' June , I would not 't!e able to go away 
, 

r" ' 4 ~I 
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at all and I would have to go to Texas a lit~le later on in 

the fall. And I did not think, two weeks ago, that I could get 

away either t he first week in June or the seco·~ week in June. 

Things have got t o the point on the ~ill where t hey will adjourn 

by the end of June or get away for a recess. 

Q I wanted to settle t hat quest i on permanently . (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: And also , just another thought about a limb on the 

t ree : I am going to make speeches on the trip , a speech at the 

Arkansas Centenn~al and , probably -- I am goi ng to Arkansas be-

cause they ar e having a Centennial -- and I am probably going to 

speak about the early history of Arkansas. And when I get to 

Texas , I will go t o the battlefiel d at San Jacinto and go to the 

,.. ' 5 t:.l 

~lamo and lay a wreath and t hen to Dallas for the main Centennial, 

and I will probably cake a speech in Dallas on the history of 

Texas , and t hen up to Vincennes , where t hey are dedicating a Fed-

eral monument up t here , &nd I will probably make a speech on the 

Battle of Vincennes and William Henry Harrison and a few people 

who are of some great import ance in our history , and then prob-

abl y I will go bt>ck to '.'fash ington . So, do not get too far out 

on t he limb about t hi s be ing a political canpeign t~ip . I might 

doublecross you . 

Q Do you plan to ma~e any speech in KentucbJ? 

THE PRESIDE?~: That is possibl e , eit her on the way qown or back . 

That i s tne thiO£ we tried to do l ast year but couldn ' t wor k it 

in . It is an overdue visit. 

((. '//here would you go in Kentucky? 

THE PRF~IDENT : There are three or four different historical places . 
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Q The monument at Vincennes is to George Rogers Clark. I t hink you 

mentioned him t oo . 

THE PRESIDENT: I thi nk also Wi lli am Henry Harrison ' s house i s there , 

too . I thi nk so . 

Q Senator Tydings h&s submit t ed a resoluti on to cr eate a commi ssi on 

to study the· future stat us of Puer to Ri co? 

,.. ' 6 
t ~' 

THE PRESIDENT: Not a thing but what I have read in the headli nes . I 

learned about it first in the Washingt on Post . 

Q Have you any preference whether the Federal Alcohol Administration 

should be i n the Treasury Department or a separate administrat i on? 

THE PRESIDENT: I said right along on t hat that I t hink it was ~rob-

ably better to have it a separat e or ganization . I do not think 

it makes a tremendous lot of difference but, on the other hand , 

I think it i s a matter that might be kept as non- partisan as 

possible and kept out of the ordinary run of administrative 

things . If a separbte administration is justified for anything, 

it would be in that case . 

Q A t~ree-man board? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

G. There is a report that you have been studying a new ?!.erchant Marine 

Bill over the week end . Can you comment on that? 

THE PitESIDENT: I have not even l ooked at it. 

hilL STORhl: Thank you, t.:r . President. 



COl-.1FIDENTIA.L 
Press Conterenoe #299; 
Executive Offices or the Y/hite 
UB.y 29, 1936, 10 . 55 J.. .M. 

Q Good morning , A~ . Pr esi dent . 

. 
House, 

~ Your l etter was a fine le~ter and not too academic . 

" ,.., 
~,,. 

'I'liE PRESIDEilr : I um glod of that , especially with you, Fred (l!.r . Stom) . 

Q (Mr . Storm) Hy lungua{!e was not academic. I can only be a student 

in one school at a time , t.:r . President • 

.\li: . DONALDSON: All i n . 

THE PRESIIJE!\1T: I do not think there is any news a t all . I ao going 

to the exercises a t ~lington tomorrow at 1 . 00 o ' clock anc then 

go over to the Navul Acadei'lY, let aboard the POTOf.:AC ~::.nd see t he 

~later Pageant in t he evening , and drop dovm the Bay, aml go un 

the Potooac and get b'ic!c Sunday evenin5 as usual. 

Q There i s somet.hin£ in the p&per &bout saying b. few words a t A.r-

lingtoo? 

'Fn""E Pi-:"i"-5 DE!\1': ilo . 

r.,. .'!hlit t i !:"le do you leave for Annapolis? 

T::E P!U..<;ILl:::T : I t hi n!< i t ends at 2 . 00 and I ;;i ll get a wny at half 

past 2 .00 • 

..: Do you expect to tabl part in the JunP. "!eek at .\nnAr olis? 

THE PRESIDl!:.':'l': I do ne t t hink I will be able to go over. 

~ !Jid you reurl Churlie ~.: ichelson• s ad (the s t ory a bout r:r . Jo: ichelson) 

in t :te Saturday 1:-'vening Post ? 

THE Piti;;SIDEN'r: No; did you, really'? 

1.~ . MICH£l.SON: Ye $ , I thought some of the campaipn funds nig'ht be 

spent tha~ way. 
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' 
Q Mr. President, --

'i.'HE ~IDENT: (i nterposing ) Did he sell anything? 

Q It was a very good ad . He could get a job now, any t ime he wants 

one . 

THE , PRESIDEl'rr: He won • t be looking for tilly other job ror a while; it 

i s all right . We got him hooked. 

Q Since I last saw you, sir, about t he District :.ppropr iation Bill 

bei ng tied up, have you given it any thought? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , except what I have seen in the paper . 

~ How about appoint ing an impartial committee t o study it? Does 

that sound good to you? 

TEE PltE..SIDii::~T : You x·emerober two years ago I st a rt '3d t he Treusury look-

ing into the tax valuation in the District , and they sent a report 

which, as I recull it , I sent to the Di str ict C~ittee i n both 

!louse~, a.ncl that is the last I ever heard of it . So , if they 

want a separate commi ttee to study it again , it i s all right . 

Q Do you plan to see the ? i nance C~ittee members of t he Senate 

again? 

THE FR~SID:NT: I hsv en ' t heard a. word . 

~ There i s a repor~ that th~s country has indica ted its wi l lingness 

to xeopen the BritiRh de~t question? 

'rtib: PH~lilEHT : I have not het~rd of that either . 

Q Would you be ·willing to continue the Di str ict appropriations rather 

t han have t hem di e? 

THE PRESIDENT : I cannot see how they can d i e . 

Q That is an olcl s tunt up there , Would it be definitely satisfactory, 

as far as you know? 

TH}; PRESIDENT: It i s not satisfactory as an appropriation bill but 

... 

,.,8 
~I 
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' 
it is better than n~ appropriation bill at all. 

Q Have you selected a successor to General Mccarl? 

THE PRESIDEm' : Nothing on that. 

Q Ur. President, any comment on the appointment of t he Commissioner 

ot Reclamati on? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , nothing on that . No apPointments in sight. 

Q Did you read Senator Borah 's New Deal speech l ast night? 

THE PRESIDENT: I did not . I started to read it this morning and I 

haven't gotten t hr ough yet. 

MR . STORM: Thank you, Mr. President . 

I 

, 



• 

• 

CONJ'ID~TIAL 
Press Conference #300 , 
Executive ·ott1ces ot t he White House, 
June 2, 1936, 4.10 P .M. 

Q Mr . Presi dent, do you see any way in which the Passamaquoddy 

Proj ect can be continued? 

THE PRESIDEl~: You will have to ask them on the Hi ll. 

Q In view of the Supreme Court ' s series of opinions about the New 

Deal objectives ,. do you see any way in which those objectives 

can be reached within the existing framework of the Constitution? 
' -

~ PRESIDENT: I thi~ I will have to refr8Ple your question: Have 

""' you any comment on the Supre.ne Court decision? 

Q Comment on this decision or on the series of them? 

THE PRESIDENr : On thi s particular decision the only thing I can say 

is that i t will be and is of very great i nterest to P.ractically 

everybody in the United States. They should read all three de­
\ 

cisions, t he decision of Justice Butl~r, the decision of the 

Chief Justic.e, an :: the decision of Justice Stone, because it is 

the combination of t he three that seems to indicate t hat at the 

present time a najority of the Court have made a fact ·clear . I 

am, of course, i~terested in that fact because when I was Governor 

of r.;ew York we did discuss and, just after I left, the Legisla-

ture passed this minimum wage law . 

It se~s to be fairly clear , as a result of this decision 

and former decisions , using this question of minimum wage as an 

example , that the "no-ma.n ' s - land" where no government can tunc-

tion is being ~ore clearly defined . A state cannot do it and 

the Federal Government cttnnot do i t. I think ,· from the layman • s 

·-· 
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point of view, t hat i s the easiest way of putting it and about 

all we can eay on it. 

Q How can you meet that s i tuati on? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think t hat i s about all there i s to s ay on it. 

(Laughter) 

Q I think t here are dangers in the existence of that "no-roan • s-land ." 

THE Fi:<.Jo;SID'F:lT: I think t hat is all there is to say about i t. 

~ w~ . President, t here is a r~port that you will meet the' President 

of ~:exico a t t he border of Texas during your visit down there? 

Tr~ PHESIDEKT: l~o , the trip is all aet and I don ' t think I go nearer 

the border than San Antonio. 

<t W.r . President, is any ~hou1;ht being e;iven to lifting the Arms ~-

bar go a gtlinst Italy A.nd what was Et h iopia? 

Ti·rE P.Cili.':>IIJE?J'l': I think you v11ll have to ask t he State r:epe.r tmen t 

about thht . I t is a difficult oroblem. 

Is t here any comment you C&!J. make on t he report that L:orris Trema i ne 

is go i ng t o be r.ppointed COI!Iptroller General in pla c e of ~ :cCarl? 

T!IL Plcz!:>ILE1lT: l!either one . I t hi nk he i s one o:!' thirty or forty 

n~ea . I h~>ven • t done anything about t he Comptrollership - - I 

ShY t his about twice 11 week -- and I ' :n not t;o ing t o for some time . 

~ illiv e you arrived at u decision a s to whetl-ter that office can be 

fi lled without the Conlptroller -- as t o whetl-ter t he Assistant 

Comptroller car. be i\C t ing con,ptroller? 

'1'10: Pl<lli!DE:.:T: I haven •t looked that up . 

Q They say down t~ere t hat it can be done; at least, the Ass istant 

Comptr o ller says so . (Lau~hter ) 

'1£ Pi~ESIDB1-7!' : Steve (>'r , _1!:arly ), look t hat up and see what hat>pens • 

.... 
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MR.• EARLY: ·Yes, sir. 

Q Do you eXpE!Ct any new develo!JDBnts on t he deb·t situation this 

month? 

THE P.l:ffiSIDD.'T: I haven't heard or any. 

Q I have to ask the Republicans what they t hink or nominating a Dem-

ocrat for Vice President . Vlhat do you think about the.t? 

THE PIF:.SIDE.NT : Truly, I should say that that was, as C. F . t:urphy 

would have said, that is up to the Conventi on . 

~ h'ir . President, have you an J..ssistant Secretary of the ~Javy for . 

us yet? 

THE PHESIDEllT: No appointments in mind at the present t i me . 

Q. That includes the r'eder al .l:teserve Board? 

THE PRESIDE!.T : Same thing . 

Q t:.r . President, in your letter on sugar regulation you recO!Ili:lend 

graduated payments and ~ugges t that t~t be studied f r om the 

standpoint of u soil conservati on pro~r~. . Can tr.at be ~ut into 

effect without additional legislation? 

T!ili PRESIDr.:hT: I don ' t believe it can , but I thin!< it is something 

t hat is well worth s t udying . You see , we have put into effect 

l egislation based on t he theory, •~1-.ic r. is probably a perfectly 

"' valid theory, that certain advanta~es come rr~ size . cr course, 

t hat is perfectly obvious. If you ~Tite e column for a paper, 

you won 't make nearly so muc~ money out of it as if you can 

synd i cate it. Thut is t he easiest illustration I know . The more 

papers you l·et· to carry your colw::.n, t he more profitable it is 

to you. J..t the sane tUr.c , your overhead constantly dimini shes 
. 

with the edditi o~al number of pa~rs t hat you tak~ on U? to a 
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certain point. 

Now, we have recognized that theory with respect to cor­

porati ons , in getting a graduated corporat~Qn tax of 121 per 

cent up to 15 per cent . So , 1n the same way, there isn't much 

doubt about it that what might be called "consolidated farming" 

on a large scale does save a certsin amount ot overhead in com-

parieon with the smaller farmer. On a term ot 1 ,000 acres, the 

proportionate overhead is nothing like ten times as great as 

with a fa~ of 100 acres . I see no reason why the benefits 

paid for soil erosion compliance should not be graduated in ac-

cordance with the size of the operation. 

Q. Y.r. President, have you any new li~;ht on adjournment prospects? 

THE PI~IDID~: I have not heard today. I heard last ni~ht that 

they were making all kinds of bets . 

Q Wh~t are thP. odds today? 

TI.E P~ESIDLNT : Last night it was o0-50 . 

Q. What will Cllester J)c.vis' new status be? 

THE PHESIDEN'I':· Oh, he is still Administrator. 

Q Three A? 

TilE PHESIDEifT: Yes. 
"-

~ There is a statement that he is going to go to Sears Roebuck . 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard anything about it. I learned it 

first from the papers this Morning . 

~ Thank you, W~ . President. 

. ' 

• 
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Preas Conference #301, 
ExeoutlTtt Ottioea ot the White House, 
June 16 , 1936, 4.15 P .M. 

THE PRESIDENI': Recovered? 

Q Yes, air; a good night's sleep fixed me up . 

TliE PRESIDENT: The best thing in the world for people 's f i gures are 

trips to Texas and Arkansas this time of the year . 

Q How much weight did you lose? 

THE PRESIDENT: About five pounds. You look thinner yourself . As 

for Fred (l.:r . Stor:n), he seems to look almost the way he did in 

the Navy . 

Q (~tr . Storm) I took off a few pounds, I think . 

THE PR:ESIDE!\T : You bet you did. 

:R . DON~N : hll in . 

THE PRESIDB iT : All in and all quiet . No news . 

Q t.:r . President, have you any news on the capital gains tax? There 

ha s been a suggestion that you mi~ht desire that report . 

T.r!E PilESIDEl!T: I don ' t know. I have had so many suggestions. 

~ Wall Street runor? 

T"rlE PRESIDENT: I don 't know what is happening t his afternoon . 

Q Do you plan to see t he tax ~OJmnittee at any t .L'lle tonight or ·today? 
J 

THE Pii'F:SIDElfl' : No, not unless they want to come down . I have no plans 

at all . 

Q Sir, what do you think of the Republican platform? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don •t . think there is any news on that. 

~ In it , did you say? 

THE P~ID~~: On it. 

2d4 
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Q Mr. President, do you plan to remain here through tbia week and 

next week, now? 
• 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , I think so. Yes, I expect to be here probably 

until a week from Sat urday. 

Q Rave you your campaign plans mapped out? 

THE PRESIDENT: No; haven 't thought of it. 

Q. When will be your first trip? 

THE PrtESIDENT: Sor.ewhere a.round the middle or July . If I can • t get 

off then maybe I will make it a little later. 

Q How about Hyde Park? 

THE PRESIDENT: I may go up to Hyde Park after the Convention and see 

my mother and then come back . 

<t How is she corning & long? 

THE PRESIW:T: Fine; starting t o wulk around &gain . 

Q. When will you start your campa i gn? The middle of August? 

THE PaL':;IDEhl'l': Start what? {Laughter) Aren ' t you premature? 

~ Just assuminG you tlre considering it? 

i" 
THE Pl:<lliiD~:·r : '!'hat ' s an "if" question . !low, the only plan I hnve 

got is two dates -- one is to go up to Philadelphia on the 27th 

and the other is the third and fourth of July to Skyline Drive 

and ?;onticello. 

It 'ir'bere will you spend the night of the third? 

THL ?REsiDE!~: Somewhere down there . I don't know exactly where yet . 

Churlottesville. 

Q. University? 

THE PHESIDENT: I don ' t know where we are staying that night . 'hen 
. 

probably I will e;et aboard the POTW.AC. I will be in Ri:chrnond 
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the afternoon of the fourth. 

Q Is there aometh~ng i.n Ricbmond? 

THE PP~IDENT: From Charlottesville to Richmond and get on the 

POTQ,~C and call on eome or my friends do.wn the James River. 

t:R. b.ARLY: Hist·ori cal trip . 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Y.R . EARLY: P.istor1cal trip . 

THE PRESIDENT: Historical , Steve says . 

Q So wa s the Southwestern trip. (Laughter) 

Q Any intention to take part in anything in Richmond or see anything? 

THE PHESIUENT: I don't th~nk I will have time. I will get right on 

board find start down . I VIWlt to get to Westover ancl see Crane 

who was a classmate of mine and go to Upper Br andon and see 

~dwarq Byrd who was an old friend of rr.ine and to Lower Brandon 

and see Bob Daniels . 

~ Are you go1n~ t o Carters Grove, near Yorktown? 

T:-::E Pri"'S!IEl~T: Carters Grove? I think I will probt.bly go on Sunday . 

" (L:iss . lHack) llbat are you going to Philadel!Jhia on the 27th for? 

Q. That's another "if" question . (Laughter) 

T~ PRESID~T: ~he beat you to it . (Laughter) 

t,: vre work together. 

TI~ PRESIDENT: She has got me absolutely right on ice . Just for a 

good t1:me . J•1s t a nice 11 ttle week- end party . 

Q Yes , s ir. 

~ •:.'han will that put you back in •tlashington? r.:onday? 

THE PP.FSIDENT : l..onday morning . 

~ Did this Coverument exchange views ;nth a foreign government on 
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poee1ble monetary --

THE PRESIDENT: (1nterpoa1ng) Not that I know ot. I haven't heard 

anything of it except, I suppose, the usual daily conversations 

that come through f rom our people on the other side. 

Q Can you tel l us anything on the foreign debt question now that the 

fifteenth has passed and all nation~ except one defaulted? 

THE PRESIDENT : I t hin.k only what I have said before: We take off our 

hat to Finland. 
. . 

l:R . STORM: Thank you, i.:r . President. 

Tllli PRESIDEt-<T: Very dull period. The news is all at the other end, 

on the HilL 
up 

~ I wish they would wind up/there . 

. . 
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CONF IDEN'l'IAL 
Press Conference #302 , 
Executive Offices ot the \1hite House , 
June 19, 1936, 10.40 A.M. 

THE .PRESIDEliT: Good morning . You look prosperous this morning . 

Q (~iss Black) I am paying my tare to Philadelphia. 

l.~ . DCNAI.DSON: All i n . / 
THE PhESIDENT: I don' t think there is any news this morning at an . 

Can you think of any , Fred (Mr . Storm)? 

,;;, ?,~r . President, now that Congress is about to,, ,go home , is there 

anything you have to say or would like to say on the program 

and what they 'have done, et cetera? 

THi:: P~IIJENT: I don ' t think so . They haven ' t adjourned yet . I am 

always cautious . 

Q. Can you tell us anything about th~ report of your \'lest Coe.st tour 

the mi ddle of next month? 

Tffi> PHESIDENT: All I have heard of it is what I read in the news-
\ • 

papers . 

~ to you t!link you will e. et c.~;ay tOI:!orrow over t he week end? 

TFC PRKSIDID!T: No , I think 1 will stay right here . 

Q. Whut i s your opinion of the cor:;promise on the District a':lpropria-

tion bill , that !)Urt of it which, I think, calls for about 

.;i50 ,000 . to be spent ·on a survey under your supervision of the 

fiscal relations -- not the tax but the "fiscal relations"? 

THE PID:SIDE~lT : 1 hllVtl alv:ays felt there should be some kind of a 

fiscal survey . \':e had a survey a year ago but it wt:1 sn 't very 

comprehensive. Does the bill provide for it? 

Q Yes, sir. 
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Q You appoint these surveyors and they report back next January. 

THE PRESIDmT: All right with me . 

Q Do you anticipate a World Court plank in the D«moc~tic platform? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know anything about a platform. 

~ Mr . President , for the purposes of this lit tle l ocal story that 

only a few are i nterested in, may we quote that "It i s all right 

with me"? 

TRl!: PRESIDENT: I would not quote it . You can say i t would be entirely 

satisfactory to the President and also say , probably better than 

merely a survey , that it would look into the tax problem. It 

shoul d be all inclusive . It i s a very good thing. 

Q I s t he compromise Tax Bill sati sfactory? 

THE Flm.5IDEIIT: I havethe honestly had a chance to read 1 t through . 

Q Do you have any plans for rescinding the Neutr>llity Act? 

THE PRESIDEt~: You will have to ask the State Department about that . 

~ The State Department said to ask you . (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think v1e have got to the public statement 

phase, either one of us. 

Q. Do you consider the war as over? 

'l' EU: PR::SID:Etrr : Of course I cannot t al!< about the Et hi opian matter on 

the record, but I can g ive you a hint , o!f the record , just for 

your information . 

Our own Neutrality St a tute seents to be fairly clear that 

when the President f inds that a s t ate of war exi sts be shall 

I think it uses the word "shall" -- 1 ssue a proclamation . 

If you will ~ernember last October ·- - of course t1ere vms no 

declaration of war - - but almost as soon as t here had been .a 

28 
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battle and people were killed, regular troops in action on both 

sides, we round that a stute or war existed . I thi nk we were 

the f irst nation to do it. 

~:ow, the converse of that would apply in the case or rescind­

ing a neutr~lity proclam~tion and actually it becomes a question 

of tact , b.as the confli ct stopped'? Of course, Abyssini a is s0111e­

wh.at a difficult country about which to establish facts . It i s 

a very large country. The Italian Arrrry have occupied, or the 

Italian Administration has occupied, about two- thirds or the 

country but not t~e other third and it i s a little difficult to 

est~blish all the facta. 

V!e are working on t he question of f!lct b. t the present time, 

and i f tt any t ime we believe that a s t ate of war has ceased to 

exist, obviously a proclarn.e.tion would issue . 

'!!:A.RLY: Vlhy not l et thet·: use th•~t without a ttribution to you, 

instead of Off t he record? 

T:1S ?i,I3IDtz·!T : I think it i s all right . You can use that without 

a ttribution, without attributing it to me . 

~ Have you uny i dea as to wheo the facts will be sufficiently well 

known? 

T~ P~~IDE~r : I should t hink fairly soon . I don't think the next 

twenty- f our hours or enythinc; like t hat , but the reports are 

cooing i n ever~' day. 

Q. Do you expect the flous in(l Bill to pass the :rouse before adjourn­

ment? 

THE PRESIDENT: I hope so. 

:.:R. YOUNG: Th~nk you, l ~. Pr ea iden t . 
( 

• 



Q (Mr. Storm) Kind ot tough luck. 

THE Plm3ID»n': What? 

302 -- • 

Q The 1unior V&.rsity race. Yale won by fiv e lengths. 

THE PRESI DEf';T: I don 't know why. They should heve won by one length. 

2~1 
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Press Conference #300 , 
Execut1,-e otticee ot t he Wbi ~.e House, 
1une 23, 1936, 4.10 P J .: , 

~ We have f1 slim crowd for you today , t.:r. President . 

~ lust t he second- string men. (Laughter) 

T'!J:: ?Fd:SIDE!'<T: I woult! not st&nc: for it for a minute . 

Ll!:i , EARLY : I poin t ed out this 1:10rnint; thttt uny news out of here 

ni~t cO!::!pete with Philtu!elphi a . 

~ i le might get some local stuff here t oday. 

'l'H:!: PPJ.SIDJJl.~T : For thP. benefit of all of you, there is no gener al 

~ews and , for the benefit of h uss (Young) , t here is no local news . 

~. :'he tern of one of t~e> r:(lD'bers o!' the Federal HoMe Loan 3oard expires 

in July a nd I thi nk .!le h(l.s t o be appoi nt ed before i t i s empty . Do 

you kno~1 anything e. bout thut ? 

Tiii.: J>:-.i:siDEN'r : I have not had a chlmce . I t h ink I httve a nunber of 

terms that expire between no•; und t he f irst of :,ugust . I haven ' t 

even my l i st y et • 

.._ !:or1 ubout ; :ccr.rl 'i 

T: C.: H-.:;SID!:J:T: ThA SU!le t hiog . 

·... iiurry Hopki:ts h!::d a group i n tne otl'ler day . On t heir way out they 

did not tt>.l < very much , They sa id scme thi::lv, about sturlying coop-

erative ent erprises i n :uro?e · 

~·-£E ?RESID::E? : I wus c:oi!lt; to releuse thnt next week , but I mi ght as · 

well tell you that now . ThAr e are t hree men goi !lg abroad: Jacob 

Baker , t.ssistant \:or ks ?rogress ~dn;inistretor; Leland Ol d s , who 

is, I t hi:lk, t h~ Secretary of the l~ew York State Power Authority , 

and Charles E. St uart, of t he engi neering firm of Stuart , James 
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and Cooke , ot New York • 

They are goi ng abroad on the first or July to make a report 

on cooperative enterprises i n cer tain par ts or Europe . They are 

goi~ to the Dritish I sles, Sweden, D~nmark and Finland and, I 
/ 

think, Norv8y, alt~ough it is not down here , Czechoslovakia, 

S\d tzerland end 1-'rence . Also, possibly , Hungary. 

They are to study the coope~ative developments i n F.urope in 

relation to cooperative stores , housine , credit·, insurance , bank-

ing, electricul o i ~tribution, cooperative prod~cers, cooperative 

r:~bcrket ing und, in general , t lle coor<linatinf! of these different 

kinds of coo:>er11tives with each other and with ot~er ro:rms of .. 

conducting t he same servi ceo, a l so the r elat i onshi n of these dif-

ferent governments to these cooperative agenc ies . 

This is li thin~: ypu won't want to use but I think it is tre-

mendously interesting and you might per haps use it as background 

without ~ttri butinc it to me . I eot u good deal interested in 

the cooperutive development in countries abroad, especi~lly 

Sweden . ;, very int eresting book car:e out a cou"l)l<:! of months ago 

on "T~P. l :iddle :lay. " I wos trer1endously interested in what they 

had done in ~cundinavia along those lines . In Sweden, for ~ple, 

you huve :. royal r·W::!ily and & socialist covernment and a capital-

istic syster·., a ll workinf; i:.appily side by side . Of course , to be 

sure, it is u sulllller co~y than ours·, but they have conducted 

seffie very interest ing and , so far , very successful experiments. 

They have t~ese cooperative movements existing happily and sue-

cessfully alongside of private industry and distribution of 
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various kinds, both or them' making mone¥• ! t hought it ·was at 

least worthy or study rrO!!l our point of view. 

I think this Committee of three will only be gone about two 

months or two months and a half and it will necessarily be just 

a hast y survey -- a birdseye view or wh9t has been accomplished 

over there. It is especially important because in this country, 

us you ::o.y know, there has been a substantial growth of the coop-

erttt ive covenant in various parts of the country among producers , 

such as fa~rs, ana 4mOn~ middlemen and anong consumers . 

It is sometb.ing t hut h&s nothinG political in it, fr0r.1 a par-
• 

tisun point of view . 

~ To wh~ do they report, to ·you? 

~ lJo you see a way of -:>ut tinr, uneu._!?loyed t o work? I s it a rr.ove 

toward putti~ unemployed t o wor~< throug~ cooper atives? 

T~ ?RES!DLK'r: Only inuirectl y. In Scendinavia the unemployment sit-

uation is not l:i serious onA. They still h~:~.ve the ir unemployed 

but, since t;Oi:1g on t!lcse generlll r•tethods , t he '!'lur.:ber of unemnloyed 

has decreased quite shar;>ly. 

~ Isn't t~e coopera t i ve movenont un enmver to ~onopoly rbther than 

unemployreent, viewed in t hat light? 

'l':C:; r1C3IJ)l:J.!T : Yes . 

Q ~lso succeeded in breaking the trusts over ' there , that is , as far as 

price-fixing is concerned? 

TrX FR~ID~~: That I don ' t know . Cf course t he mate~ trust broke of • 

its own weight . 

~ Vlill you ~rovide more funds tor Coordinator vast~an to finish his 
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/ reports? 

~~ PRESIDENI': I sent it over to Bell to see 1t there is !J.ny way 

in which we can provide funds to get those reports out. I 

understand it is a matter of two or three n:onths of work and he 

certainly ought to get those reports because they are pretty, val-

uable. Whether· we can do it or not, I don't know; it depends on 

what Bell says. 

Q. Ylhat do you hear from Philadelphia? 

THE PRESIDENI': Not a t bing. 

Q. Any possibility of Governor Lehman running again? 
) ' , 

TEE PRESIDENT : I have not heard a word. I have been signing bills 

since Saturday and vetoing bills. 

Q. Have you signed the District Appropriation Bill? 

THE PRE.:.>IDENI' : Wait a minute, I got some fat ones and it may be here. 

(Exandning basket) Here it is. w~. Bell says, "I reco~~nd ap-

proval of the above-mentioned Bill." Do not use this -- "Hotrever, 

at as early a date as mily be convenient I wish to ciiscuss with 

the President the unusual provision for a study of fiscal rela-

tiona which the Bill contains." 

So I think you can say ~ho.t it will be signed this after-

Q We hear romo'rs from Philadelphia that you had a lot to do with the 

Convention Platform. 

THS .PRE5IDENI': What? (Laughter) 

Q. i~on 't the Patman-Robinson law interfere w1 th any carrying out of 

cooperative movements in the way o! cooperative purchases of, say, 

fertilizer? 
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' 
TB! PRmmENl': I don't see 1t that ·~· M I r.,...,ber it, 1t s~s 

that the Federal Trade Colllll1ss1on shall take 1Dto oonaiderat1on 

the proper diQcou.nts due to quantity purchasers. I think there 

1s a Tery det1nite clause 1n there. It 1s just so long as 

everybody else gets a chance at the same price on the same quan-

tity. I suggest 7011 read 1t over. It takes more than-- I can-

not use the words "Philadel phia law;yers" tOday Tery well -- but 

it takes even more than a Philadelphia l awyer to get that detailed 

language straightened out . That is my impress ion, but you read 

it over. 

~ Mr. President, have you given any consideration t o the Navy's con-

tention that if the Walsh-Healy Govermnent Contract Bill is not 

signed, you may not be able to build any new battleships? 

rHE PRESIDENl': Strictly between us , I haven't been through seven and 

a half years without knowi ng what the historic attitude of the 

Navy is ·toward that type of legislation. Right? 

Q. Yes , sir. 

~ Have you considered acy possibility of a l.Ierchant J.~arine Board? 

THE PRESID:i!:NT: lJot yet; I haven 't Given it a thought. 

MR. Sl'OI&: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDR'T: Everything is all quiet • 
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Q Good mornill8· 

THE PRESID:ml': Well , the tei thf'ul a re st ill here . I t i s all right. 

I think the only news i s that the law factory is running 

three shifts . I think there are about a hundred bills l ett . 

Q. Hav e you had time t o read the Platfonn yet? 

THE PRESIDENl': I started to read it this morning. (Laughter) 

Q Did i t sound famili ar , Mr . President ? (Lauohter) 

THE PRE3IDmi': I hav en' t finished it yet. (Laughter) 

Q. Wer e you satisfied with what you read? 

THE PREsiDJ.oNr: ·,~ell , I think - -

Q. (interpbsing) Or with what you wrote? (Laughter) 

TE!: PRESIDENr: I think we have to wait until Saturday night . 

Q Heve you signed t he ~!alsh-Healy Contrect Bill? 

• ..,.. T' _. nTV •. 

"-"'· ~· 

(The President turned t.o t.i!•. Ea.rly . ) 

No , s i r; I don 't think you have . 

Q How a bout the Ship SUbsidy Bill? 

THE PRESIDENI': l!o, that has not cCI!Ie dcwrn. 

Q. Have you selected the commissioners for the !,~ritime Com:nissi on? 

TP.E PRESIDENl' : I h av eu•t dono anything and probably won't for a 

couple of weeks. 

MR. EARLY: The bill hasn' t been signed . 

Q. Anything t o s~bout i t? 

THE PRE::;IDE!lT: No . 

Q You spoke of hav ing a hundr ed bills yet. Have you any idea of what 
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DWIIber you signed in the laet week or eo? 

THE PRESIDINl': I haven't the record yet. I haven't the nto record 

but we have f attened our vet o batting average a lot. 

r:i Not enough. 

Q AD,ything to say about the reports that t he Postmaster General is 

going t o r esign next week'? 

THE PR!SIDEl<T : (facetiou.sly) Not until the Convention i s over. 

Q What do you bear f r om the goodwill political secretary in Phil adel ­

phia? (Referring to Mr . ?>:cintyr e) 

THE PRESIDENl': I don ' t know. I tried to raiRe him this morni ng about 

1.30 A.ll. and he would not "resurrect ." I don ' t know what bas 

happened . 

Q P.e v;asn ' t in bed at t hat time . 

T~ PRi!SIDSl\'f : I am quite sure of that . (Laughter) 

l'.!R. E."! .• 'lll.Y: Don ' t be too sure. 

'rl-!E Pru:SID:ElVT : I had a great title last night . I talked to Bob Wagner 

to congratulate him about 1.20 our time and 2 . 20 their time . He 

was still up . 

Q He made a good job of t:r.at Ple.tforn:. 

THE PRESIDE!~: I think he reud it beautifully . 

Q The delecates seemed impressed , too . '!'here wasn't a great deal of 

yelli ng. 

'l'HE PRESIDEFIT: 1-Io . 

)..n:> 1~•, DTVo 
.:lL\• ~J. • Somebody did discover thnt the Platform had wings . 

THE PRESIDENl': Soree people up there wondered how this COiillllUnication 

was going on between the Plat fonn Collllli t t ee and the \'/hit e P.ause 

• aud they d1 scovered the airplWle. 

I • 

2~8 
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Q l'orgot all aboUt the t elepbone? 

THE PRES,ID:!Nl': Forgot all about the telephone. (Laughter) 

There was no piece ot paper that went between Wash1J18ton 

and Philadelphia yesterday. 

~ Han you figured out how lona you will stay at Hyde Park'? 

THE PR!SIDm-.'1': Until Monday night. 

Q. Have you talked about tilling the vacancy in the Chicago Ci rcuit 

Court? 

THE PRESIDENl': No, I haven't. It i s something I ouB}lt to do but I 

haven't gotten ar ound t o it yet~ 

Q A local question, Mr. President -­
(interposin~) 

THE PRESIDDJT:/ Is thi:; l a st 'l'l"eek's? 

Q Hangover. Have you had time to g1 ve thought to the appoint!:lent of 

this Committee tha t i s to study fiscal relations? 

THE Ptu'.SIDEtn' : I talked to Dell about i t and asked l:im to get the 

0 2~9 

language on the thi ne; and try to get a pretty complete report. I 

don't think he will be f\ble to report until next week when I get 

back. 

~ How about Uncle Fred? 

Q Muot not be a resident of ·.'ie.shington. 

THE PRESIDEin' : That i s more di scrimination. 

'"' Yes , si r. 

Q Have you completed your acceptance speech? 

THE PRESIDD1I': On the acceptance speech, I have done -- last night for 

the first time I got t o work on i t and did one very, very rough 

dratt ; so r ough that I didn't like it, being a peaceful man. 
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Q. Do you plan to be in Washington in the tall -- tor the campaign? 

THX PRESIDDI': In other words, I am not going to Hawaii, or through ' 

the CB.Dal, or to the Cocos -Islands. That's ott, certainly until 

atter election. Oh, I wi~l be here most ot the time, on and ott. 

Q. Getting back to your rough speech, haTe you made any progress 

since? 

rP.E PRESIDEl·T: They are typevtri ting. I dictated l ast night . 

Q Will it be short? 

THE PaESIDEHr : Of course lots of thi~s start ott 'short, and you know 

what happens. 

~ V/ho is going to head up the W.P. A. Administration i n Ne't! York'? 

Tllli PRESIDENI': V/hat has happened? 

Q Ridder is gett i ng throul);h .rune thirtieth. 

TF.Z PRllSID:iltlT : I thou2".ht he was st~·in; throur..h .Tuly? 

Q Last word is tha t he returns to his f or8er position on .Tune thir-

tieth. 

'THE PR:ESIDENI': Y.es. 

~erything is quiet . I think I will listen to good old 

.Tohn Lfack thb morning a nd then work on the speech. 
" 

Q He has eot a good speech. (Laughter) 

-
Q Vlere you listenins i n durin{; t he hl Smith demonstration? 

TH_:. PRESIDENI' : llo , I didn't get in until just the time they were 

starting tho two-thirds rule. I heard Dave Lawrence. 

Q Did you hear ':ialt er? 

THE PRllSIDErlT: When did he go on? Dave Lawrence, just between us 

girls, did an awfully good job. He scooped certain types of news­

papers completely. 

... f 
. ' 



~-- e 301 

Q. Onl:y mistake he made wu he didn't blame it on HOOTer. 
\ 

(Laughter) 

Q. Thank :you, l.lr. Preaidct. ·-

• 

' .. 
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~. l>OIIALDSON : All in • 

Tl!:. rH?:S lD!JIIT: '.'/here a r e o.ll the !'ir st:string people? (Lauthter ) 

The~ are o.ll rained out , sirt 

T:!t. PRESI!Jt:iiT: Fred , we had a good play wi th the second-strin~ 

people la.st v1eek . 

v I'll bet you did t 

TH!:: ?R::SIDSN'£: I don 1 t know o.s there is any particular r.ews today . 

''.e have ori·;anized an I nterdepartmental Drou:;ht Corn;nittee to , 

coor1inate the drou~ht activities in various parts of th~ Nation 

Secretary ' .a.lla.cc, Director of the Bud,~et Bell , Administr tor 

of i~e settlement Tur;well, and ~ .. r . ~··illia..:ns, ::or ks :-ro)!.ress . 

I 

drou-:ht, in spite ot' v.-hat we have had tnis afternoon , is awf~lly 
I 

scr ious in three d il'!'erent places in tr.e coUl'!tr y . One is up in 

tlu~ northwestern re r- ion -- ;·1ester n !Jako1:a , eastern i!.ontano. and 

e6.stern :yomi!l!: -- so much so that it lool:s like pr~?tty near &. 

total failt~re or Cl'O;:>s . 

In eastern Oklano!IID. a.nd we s t:ern Arkansas is another 'oo.::t 

situation J.evolo pin,~ ; and i::'l nor t:1ern Tennessee fl.ncl so;.~'.,hern 

Kentuck:r another ·'l r ou-·h t situation is deve lopin ; . 'l'hat is not 

as ba'i y~t o.s tl:0 .•:orth )akoto. one, 'out it is -ettinr serious , 

so that this in";erdepar tmentl\1 c owmitt ee has to keep in close 

touch with the situation and do everythim~ thP.y can to r elievn 

what looks like pr etty serious distre ss fo r anywhere fro~ fifty 

to a hundred thousand people . 
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Q Have you any idea, Mr. President, how much money you will 

originally need? 

'fHI:. PRESID!:.NT: We cannot tell yet. 

How much do you have available? 

n U:. PRESIDJ-:NT: 'Nhat? 

~ iiow ouch <io you have ava ilable'( 

1'L!. ?iCS I£;!,~:T : Of cour se we have relief money in .;eneral availab le 

for it, and I think al so we have funds in the Surplus Commodity 

Cor pora ti<>n that coul d be used , as it hA.s been before , for pur-

chasir.s livestock which othen:ise wo·:l u uie , anu process inl.s them 

and usin~ them for the n eeds of the s t&te r elief or ~an izations 

r nti1er tr.an to lot the cattle <iie i:1 t!:e fie l J s . 

... !.!r . President , turn in•; fror.l drou~hts to f l ooas , will any wor k at 

all ';,e done l!l1de1· t he omnibus r looo Control oill '? ~on. r P.ss ad-

joun 1ed wi ti1o~t rr.ukir,,· any appropr ia tionz. 

'J'il.. ? . .. ;:.J •Jui T : TJcer e were no appropr iatio!!s , and 1 tr.irk it i!=i 

tor10rrow T a r.. hu.vinr· a conference with vo.r:..ous El.!_'enc j es t:,a t o.rt: 

..:i titer c;ir!::c tl:• or ::•ore r e:. o t ely c ormected with -:;i'.e rloo•! ;-rob lent ; 

l' it·st of all, Arm~· en·;im~e r s because, under tr.e bill , they woulc 

do the v:or k . Bu t it is connected vrith soil erosion , refor~>ste.tjon 

i:-~ d.P. U?~er re ·ions , t he Na tione.l Resc~,.;rces COJ"Ul• i ttee , r eclama-

tj,on ir. sclte .ar Res -- I have for.~otten , the r e ~y be one or two 

other s con·in~ in - - vrith ~he idea that on these var i ouz projects 

-- I hav·e for .,.ot.ten how many -- ther e a1·e about 340 authorized --

maybe 600 -- a t r cr.encious number -- when 1 r ead l.he bill I thou,:h t 

ever y c reek in the tlni ted Sta trs had bee:1 inc] uded -- e.nci the ta s~· 

be tween r.ow and Janur.r:; is to ne.ke ;;he necossar :,· sun·cys f'rom all 



~06 -- :5 

of these points of vi ew so as to deter mine on a gi ven cr eek , for 

instance , whethe r straizht engineer inc wor k , like canalizing the 

creek , is the best way of going about it , or the creation of 

reservoirs is the best way of ~oin~ about it, or soil erosion , 

reforestation, or a combination of any two or three of theR . 

Those studies will · be completed , I hope , between no" and the 
( 

first of January , so that when ConLress does appropriate monHy 

they will be in possession of infor mation as t ·o which projects 

should be taken up f irst , and also whether any of the projects 

authorized should be eliminated or postponed . 

Q That 1~eans I then 1 t ba t t here will be no actue.l work started 

this sur:uHer ? 

'f t l L:; PRJ:-;::; IIJ!·;i!T : Can ' t without rr:onP.y . Ho~; can I ? 

r. 
' '!'he bill wasn't sicned 1 \': i t h the resd t the. t Con1;ress cou l d hot 

make an.appropriation? 

G That ' s Li f'fer ent . I thou~ht 1:hut was your stater.~ent . ( Le.u ·hter ) 

(} ·::ha t was authorized in that bill ? 

TEr. ?R;:s Il.Ji.t/1' : 'l'he;r autl. orized flood control work t o e. tot al of 

:.'.330 , 000 , 0QO . Th0.~' woul dn ' t hAve :1ad to ·.·mit for t he actual 

si;;ninr: of t lic bill t o ar-propriate tl :e r.10ney . A little telepho!'le 

;;;e ssa.;e to the ',':n i te :iouse wol.il<i have oeen a l l th1~t was nece·ssary . 

~; ' In the nfl w r c.lief bil l , about . 125 , 000 , 000 has been earmarJ.-ed for 

some sort o!' f'lood control; but that is not this sort o i' flood 

control? 

'f:JF. PR!i:SICr:l'T: Ko . i3ut some of that tnlly be used on some of the ~e 

auti1crized pro jects ; thMt is pe rfectly possible . 

304 
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0 Back to drou~hte for a moMent: I think there is a tendency for 

l i vestock to move t o market quite fast durin~ the early part of 

the drou~ht; are you oontemplatin~ anj~hin~ t o support the pric e ? 

1'1~ PRi:.SIDF.KT: There has been no particular drop in the prices , and 

I don 't t hi .nk ther e will be , because if it looks like a dumping 

o~ this stock on the market we will orobablv take it off the market. - . 
!..! !'las Br eckenridr,e subnoitted h is resi~nf!.tion ·~ 

l'hl . .r'H~:SlL• et.T : As you know, he has been pr~tty sick , but he is comirtr; 

thr ') t ~r'h all r i ··;ht . It vtill !Jrobabl:' take :-.im a rr.onth o r two to 

recuperate . !1.., is :; oin .~ u;:: to J:anyt.<cket l'cr his SU!T11t!e r home . I 

tl'inl: as soon as he is able t o ~ct arouni r.e ·uill be pr etty active 

in the campai~n . 

~ In that connection , v1hen ce.n we c:q::ect a n r c liminary announcement 

on l•r. Phillips ' appointrr.ent? 

'l'"'-'· PP. :..S I.J~,l,T: I don• t krcol·t; no a !Jr oint."Lent has tJcen nad e • 

. , '· i d you eve r a c t on j, r . i:orrison ' s rcsi-,;naticn'! 

~:.·. 
1 . . ..... J " S T '"' ( • t . . ) . . ,r.. _ J ,, , 1 turr 1 n ·· o ... r . .•:C 1nr,yre : (:..r • •.. c Jn t;;r & 

appare ntly shoo!~ his head . ) :;ac sh.ys I hr..ven ' t ; ~ut I ?robably 

will alJT.ost immediately . 

':: :·:ere you asked a !Jout ;·r . Farley? 

'.. Pl' ""Sli.J ' ···r L ; L • r. !,",i'f : I c~ot t e ll you an~thi!'! · a !::cut i :: t o1a.: . 

~ ·. :her. do you expcc ·t; t.o see rr . F'arl t:::j' 'l 

:;, V.ha. t action a o you havE to -cake to make ? .. : o.t' • • :-:one;t availab le to 

!.'r . Ickfls? 

·: q.:. l"R!·:SI !J·,tl'l': I have to appr ove -che project . 

Do you r.ot have to issue an l:.xecutive order of· sorr.e sort? 
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THE PRES I DEHTz I don't know whetner it ia an Executive or der or an 

allotment, I th i nk it ia an allotMent . 

Q Be thou&ht ao . 

THh P~ESlubhT: 1 don ' t know; aak Be l l. 

:.> Have you sir;ned the V/alsh u.bor Bill ? 

THI:. PHES JDS~IT: Yes , ever y bill has been si~ned or vetoed . The desk 

is corr.pletely clear . There 1u·d thr ee or four wa i tin1~ for memoranda 

to accompany the veto , out that is all . 

Q How many wer e the;re before Congress a djourned? 

'rl1t. PHLSlU~:!: ·r: 1 as~ Eld Hudolr.h to - ive me the list; 1 will try to 

have it by to!:lorrow. It is a pr etty r:ood list . 

Ar e you .;oin :; to PAke a speech a t t ho dedication of the Salisbur y 

bridr;e '! 

1'P.E ?Ri:SHir..; T : I may no t r.o ther':! yet . t .• ac was talk in;; t o the ,.lo.yor 

" ., 

this :no rn i nt· , and I hope to -:o . :.r I ~ o , I may tal k fo r t hr ee 

or four n• i nute$ . 

Thnt i s the l Ctt? 

T!!b r'~~:Sl!.:.!.7: !.iaturJay , the llth . 

q You will 'e at Hyde Park until yo':! start the tri o'! 

THb ?::CE::i u~.!:T: I wo<tld be t her e only a co~pl e of days . 

Could yo~ tell us. ·nhetr.!: r t1t tho ~no of ·your ';;riJ: to '~nr·ro;,cll c. 

~·ou immedio.t ely s tart west? 

Tlll: ?1\ l~SlD l·:~: 'l' : No ; I think you can sa~r tJ: i s , t l.at i:; is pcssible out 

1 cannot make it defini te becaus e I wo~.:ld not know •:thether I 

woult! ::ave t o co:no strai.~ht oe.ck hgr e or not . I mn;; .;o up to 
\ 

.iuebec an:i pay that !'&..'1\0us call on the Governor Gener~l, ~ettinr, 
I 
• 

up there in the mor ning and s p-end in: the day wi th hL-n and cor.1ine; 
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on down t ha t night ; but t hat i s still n ot a definite date, be-

ca us e I mo.y have to come ba ck here. 

Q Have you set the ua te !'or leaving Campobello? 

Tl-".1 PRr.S l !Jl:l.'l': Th~ e:nd of Jury . 

0 You sa y you think you will con•e ba ck to ;;a sn im; ton ? 

T~i. f'H!:~ l !J!·: T : l t h ink so . 

~~ !low a ooul.. it. is rumored wester n trip? 

THI:. PR""::SI .Jr-'tT : I hove no plan after the first of J,ur·ust . I may stop 

-at Jlydo Park . 1 have no !Jlan s be;tor.d tl:c first of Au,:u~t - - all 

kinds or offer s but no tak~rs. 

Q. Do you know wher e you wlll .;;o t o meet ~he: schoon':j r ? 

'rf:::: PR !•'S 1 uJ·:Nl' : Somewne re eastward oi' For tlanu . 

Q J.'hat wou l d i.>e Hockl o.nd . 

J Is tho.~ or. t~~ l~th or l 5t~? 

't'!.~ i'P.·:S!u:·r:T : l oon ' t :'no·.v - - a.vout ti1e n.iaole of Jul :· · 

.Q Ca n you tell us anyt!.in · a.;,out :;.he> sl".i, ·ou are ~cinc- on '! 

;.'he. t is nor n9.Jne '! 

'<'It~ ,-:-{~ "l!J~ .• '1' : .iewnnna . 

Q 'i'bO. t sotmus liko Susa nr.li , ·~ o•ns her, :.r . r r e siaent? 

TiE .r'r:.· .. ~aJ . ,.'I' : J don ' t Y.r.ow . 

0 Anyth in •~ l'ur t!Jer on you1· ;: l uns :·or your t r i r t i.is week- end 'I 

Wic. ?h rJSI:J:..Wr: l.Jo ; have you to la them abot:t that , r •. o.c? 

rr:; · ;:~rs Ivl:.f"'f : Le:a ve Fr j aay mor r: i m; a i.Jout 10 ; •-o a ovm SKy 1 ine 1Jr i:ve , 

pi cnic on the way . I tolu therr to tr:t to brine a. sandwich .a nd 
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a bottle of beer tor ~•n Tour.~ . 

It will requir~ mor• thar. a ;~ot tle of • •r f • • 

(La u ·I". ter ) 

TH:. PRF:. I J .. T : The n t i.e colui:. r~~ 1o~ o- ·-·v ,.,- , !r - .. . • ' 
: • ·l· 

cello !,aturd.ay rornin ; sta · U\rr• a ~o ~· ~a >! • - t'. • • 

motor dovm to The i'otomar o:> ::. •,, J•-.. .. . .. ~ ! ·~ . ~ ...... • • ---
• ••• -----

a t Yor ktown , and • 1.. :>u :r. ··•·r,. ~· 1a • .:-r :-l r.· . 

~ Do you conte mplate stort l n At • r u .. . . 
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