CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #306,

Executive Offices of the White House,
July 7 N 193&, 4.05 P,M.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THEE PRESIDENT: Let us talk agriculture. I have got here some pretiy
well up-to-date charts which I think Steve (Mr. Early) can take

out to the Press Room and pin them up so that you can see them.

They show pasture conditions on June 1. The black belt is
the extreme drought, and the conditions on July 1 -- see what a
difference there is? -- and this here (indicating) is the state-
ment of rains from July 1 to 6, so that the three of them, be-
tween them, give you a pretty good idea.

The general situation is that while there are still drought
conditions in the Southeast, that is to say southrern Kentucky,
northern Tennessee and Georgia, NorthCarolina and South Carolins,
-that is not our principal problem. There are also drought condi-
tions, as I said before, in eastern QOklahorma and western Arkansas,
which have been slightly relieved in the last two or three days.

The princiral problem is, of course, in the Northwest, es-
pecially in the Dekotas and eastern Montans and northeastern
Wyoming aﬁ; extending now into nertheastern linnesota.

There are about, all told, in all of these drought aress,
including the Southeast end Southwest, about 204,000 families
who need some form of immediate cash relief. The bulk of them
are, of course, in the Northwest.

We have_worked out a fairly comprehensive plan by which we

are putting to work at the present time, on W.P.i. jobs, 50,000,
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These 50,000 are doing useful work, chiefly in the following
forms: digging wells, in other words going down to water and,
secondly, building earth dams so that when rains do come they
won't all run off all of a sudden. Third, they are building
farm-to-market roads. Those are the three principal forms of
actual relief work. Those workers are being paid weekly wages
and will contimie until snow flies. In other words, they will
be taken care of with actual work until it is impossible to work
outdoors in that area. '

Q May I interrupt to ask you what the weekly wage 1s?

MR. AUBREY WILLIAMS: About $15. a week.

THE PRESIDENT: About $15. a week. That will keep them going and, in
a good many cases, will teke care of some of their needs into the
winter. I won't say through the winter, but into the winter.

@ has tlhat payment started?

TEE PRESIDENT: They are going to work at the present rate in Minnesota
of 800 new workers a day. In North Dakota it is 2,000 new workers
a day, in South Dakota 2800 new workers a day and in liontana,
eastern Montana, 400 new workers a day.

G Does your chart show a breakdown for the Southeast as against the
Northwest in the number of sufferers?

THk PRESIDENT: No, I don't think so. The great bulk is, of course,
in the Lorthwest. |

¢ IMMr. President, those are chiefly wheat states, are they not?

TEI PRESIDENT: Mostly wheat, yes.

& Isn't the wheat ready for harvest?

THE PRESIDENT: No, there isn't any to harvest. It just isn't there




to harvest. -

MR, WILLIAMS: The spring wheat crop has been hit so hard that very

little of it will be harvested in this area.

THE PRESIDENT: The wheat crop will be about 15 per cent of normal.

Then, mumber two, we are taking care of 50,000 families
with subsistence loans and subsistence grants., That is part of
the regular resettlement work, but that is in addition -- in other
words, those are new people. Then of the 200,000 that are already
on subsistence loans and grants, there are 70,000 there, so that
glves you a total of 150,000 who are either being taken care of
or are going to be taken care of in the course of the next few
days at this rate of putting them on. The program will be ac-
tually under way p;ﬁbably in a couple of weeks.

That leaves a gap of about 34,000 families which still has
to be filled and we are working towards that end.

Now, the cattle problem. I will taske that up first. Cattle
are going out of that area, as a private enterprise, in fairly
large volume but the price is holding up. Individual cattle
raisers who have falr-sized herds are able to move thgir cattle
out gquite satisfactorily at the present time, to move them out
to market or to feeding, one or the other. The people who find
it difficult to handle the situation are chiefly the small cattle-
men, the individual fellow who has only eight or ten or fifteen
or twenty cows and with him it is principally a problem not only
of getting them out but of keeping some title 1£32Tgr;11n.nthar
words, we don't want him to lose all of his breeding cattle for

next year or lose his immediate title. Thet is why we are golng
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to use every effort and not to buy cattle ourselves and process

them for food. We prefer to loan the money to those individuals
and let them ship the cattle out as feeders. They would retain
the title to them. You know the process: You send the cows out
to somebody else that has grass, for instance in western lontana
and Idaho, and you pay that man so much a month a head. I think
the usual price 1s a dollar a head a month or something along

that line. You retain the title to the cattle you ship out and
they are not immediately processed and also it gives you an oppor-
tunity of retaining breeder stock for next year.

Then on the question of wheat -~ I am going rather into de-
tail because I don't suppose there are more than three people in
the room that know a damn thing about the subject, with all due
deference.

@ Who are they, for instance?

THE PRESIDENT: Farl Godwin, for instance, he is an honest farmer.

| There you are. [Laughte;]

The wheat acreage this year -- the wheat acreage, mind you =--
is nearly 10 per cent higher than the average wheat acreage from
1928 to 1932, Now, that explodes a great many storles, doesn't 1t?
It explodes lots and lots of stories, especially the ones written
for political effect. Ten per cent more wheat acreage in the
country this year than for the average of 1928 to 1932. Of course
the yield is going to be away below the average and that 1s caused
by the drcught, but the actual acreage planted to wheat is nearly
10 per cent higher than the average of those years.

2 What were those years?
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THE PRESIDENT: 1928 to 1932. The same thing i1s true of corn acreage.
It is up over last year and so is the wheat acreage. In other
words, the shortage is not due to any ﬁacraaae in acraaﬁe. Write
that down. It is due to drought.

Q What are the payments for crop curtailment?

THE PRESIDENT: Soil conservation, ‘in other words, putting in a rotation
of crops.

Q I meant how much will go to those states in these payments?

THE PRESIDEIT: Turning it into pasture land and vice versa. I cannot
tell you the actual figure.

MR, TUR/ELL: We would have to looir it up.

« These farmers will get money?

THE PRESIDERT: Oh, yes. Crop curtailment works both ways. If you
curtail wheat, for example, you put in pasture and pasture land
does not get hit by drought to the same extent as crop lzand, which
gets burned up. For example, in 1934, Nebraska produced only
seven-twentisths as much corn as they produced in 1333, but they
produced more than half as mmueh sorghum and other hay and forage
erops and of course, as I say, in a drought the hay and forage
erops do not suffer to &nythingﬂiike the same extent as corn,
wheat, oats, ete.

Now, we also have, as- part of the program, to encourage the
harvesting of forage crops in order to take care of these cattle
which have not enough feed in the drouzht area. ‘e do that with-
out any decrease in benefits for the people who did not plow their

land but turned it into a feed crop.

2 Is that a monetary encouragement?
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THE PRESIDENT: No, they have their contract -- they have their bene-
fit contract. It.is not a contract -- you know if they go in
for diversified farming, they get so much of a bonus. They get
the same bomus if they cut their forage crop and ship it into the
drought area, no more.

Q& Will that be enough feed for the cattle?

~ THE PRESIDENT: We hope so.

Q Tell us about lir. Farla,;f. [Laughtar)

THE PRESIDENT: Then, there is another thing we might as well explods.
I'm afrald somebody back there is not interested in farming. I
will come to the othsr feature, it is all right.

Q Before we get into this, can you tell me in dollars what this is
goingz to aiucu,nt to?

THE PRESIDENT: Io, not yet. That 13 too much spot news. Let us look

at this thing from the lumedlate angle.

Q@ Does this fund come from W.P.A. money?

THE PRESIDENT: Comes from 2ll kinds -- ¥,.P.A., Resettlement, etc.,

| \ Surplus Comnodity Corporation. Now, what I do want to point out

i is this: Up there in the northwestern area there have been stories,

| as usual, that we are goins to take everybody away and depopulate
the country.

2 You would not take them away, would you?

THE PRESIDENT: /e are not zoins to teke the;_n away at all and nobody
ever had any idea in their sane senses of depopulating the country.
'ﬁhat we are golng to change is what mizht be called the economy

of the country. The country is going to support a population.

As wheat land, no; it is not working because the water table drops
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down 8' a year. The result is the water runs off and the sur-

face blows away.

We figure under a proper use of this country it will support
perhaps not quite as many people but very nearly. There are lots
of human beings today who can remain there if they will do the
right thing. For instance, if we can get grass back there, it
means that the acreage will be used more and more for cattle.
People have to look after cattle. There are certain places out
there, certain valleys, where the water table has not disappeared,
where you can grow vegetables, truck and small crops that take
human beings to look after them., There are certain areas which
can be and should be forested. It will take human beings to look
after that.

Whet we are workinz on is a plan to avold a continuation of

what we have been through now for the last three or four years.

We have spent somewhere zround $300,000,000., the Federal Govern-

ment, and, just so longz as we do not change the economy, we are
| zoing to have to spend money year after year unless the cycles
change. e are goilng to have to take care of people on relief
if they keep on with their present economy.
What we are trylng to do is to work out a program that will
keep the great bull: of the population out in the same area and
at the same time make it unnecessary to spend each year millions
of dollars to keep them from sterving. ’

Q For how long a period did you say that $300,000,000. has been

spent?

THES PRESIDENT: In the last three or four years, 1933, '34, '35 and
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136, four years. s

Let me put it this : Admiral Grayson was lunching with
me and I said, "Have you had appeals for the Red Cross?" He
said, "No." N ‘ |

I said, "Do you liken a drought to a fire or earthquake?"

He said, "No, it is not a sudden emergency disaster of that kind.
N

.\

It is a long-range disaster.” N

~

I considered going out there this week but what I wanted to
do was to get this program actually under way. It will take
another three or four weeks before it is under way.

The chief need will come, of course, in the wintar.and what
we are workinz at now is to give these people work and to provide
for fall planting and to provide for taking care of their cattle.
It is a program that will take a month or six weeks to get under

WaY .

That is why I am planning sometime in Zugust to go out to

this northwest dust bowl to look over the situation and see how

these plans now adopted zare working out, to take a look-see trip
to see how it 1s going, because it is a very important natiomal

question.

If this drought area spreads or 1s_alluwed to spread, it
will necessarily move around. It will move east and south into
Mebraska, Kansas, Iowa, linnesota and %lsconsin, and we have to
stop it from coming east and south and west.

Q Mr. President, what states do we understand you will visit, person-
ally visit?

TEE PRESIDENT: Oh, probably the Dakotas and possibly Minnesota.
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Q Any political speeches on this trip?

THE PRESIDENT: No, certainly not.

Q Any historical speeches?

THE PRESIDENT: I might make ome because the Dakota territories --
the Dakotas rather -- are having their Seventy-fifth Amniversary
Diamond Jubilee Celebration of the Dakota Territory.

Q Any agricultural speechesa?

THE PRESIDENT: No, certainly not.

Q Mr. President, will you make any stops en route?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't believe so. I may look at some of the Federal
Works out there while I am out there. This is too serious a
thinz to get 1t mixed up in politics.

2 There have been reports that the drought has been so serious, so
extensive, that it i1s now a menace to the Nation's food supply.

THE PRESIDENT': Oh, that is not so. Of course we cannot give any final
fizures on surplus, but there is enough carryover to be certain
of food next year. It will probably be around six hundred ;illicn
bushels of wheat.

Q Surplus?

TEEZ PRESIDENT': That 1s total crop. The consumption of the country is
running around six hundred and twenty-five and we have a carryover
of a hundred and fifty, so you see there is no danger of starving.
The wheat estimate should be out shortly.

¢ Have you any idea when you will start that trip, whether it will be
the first or the latter part of August?

THE PRESIDENT: From the middle to the end of august, the latter half.

That, of course, depends a little bit on conditions in the meantime.




Q Will you go to the Coast, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of.

Q How many days will you take?

THEE PRESIDENT: I have no idea. I am going out for a "look-see."

I probably will not decide until two or three days before I leave.

Q Tell us about Farley's conversation. '

THE PRESIDENT: George (Mr. Durno) can hardly contain himself. I have
forgotten who it was -- I guess it was Russ Young -- guessed right
yesterday. Jim is taking a leave of absence from the first of
August on, without pay. It goes without saying that the reason
he is staying until the first of August is that he wanta to clear
up all of the end-of-the-year financial -- what do they call the
statements they put out every year?

Q Surplus?

THE PRESIDENT: Surplus is right.

Q How long a leave?

THE PREZSIDENT: Until after election.

Q@ Who will take his place?

THE PRESIDENT: Bill Howes will act in his place.

Q Mr. Presidemt, have you written a letter to the Department heads
suggesting that a reserve be set up in the future out of regular
appropriations?

Y PRESIDENT: Yes. That is a thing that I am making a little
stronger this year than last. This is to all department heads,
independent agencies, etc., asking them during this fiscal year,

in preparing their apportiomments of the appropriated funds,

instead of dividing them into twelfths, which is the normal way

Gil
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of doing it -- this is not down there in the letter but in effect

it means this -- to divide it up with a surplus left over in the
hope that they won't use all of the appropriation. The idea is
to carry out what I did in .\lbany for four years and it works
pretty well.

In the spring of the year, as you all know, in runningz any
Government department you find in a given item that you have so
many _gollars left over, say on the first of June, and your ten-
dency is to try to daﬁsa ways and means of spending that balance
during the month of June, otherwise it reverts to the Treasury.
What I am trylng to get them to do now is to divide up their
money 80 that they do not divide the whole of it but do have some
kitty left over and then in the spring of the year I will issue
an order to show cause as to why the kitty should be spent, thereby
returning to the Treasury, out of these appropriations, as much as
we possibly can. In other words, save j;he saving instead of spend-
ing it at the last minute.

Q How much savingz do you expect?

THE PRESIDENT': I haven't any ldeas.

Q& No figures at all?

TH& PRESIDENT: No. And then, at the same time, the Director of the
Budget sent out another one in regard to the 1938 estimates which
have to coﬁe in this fall asking them whether it is possible to
bring the amount below the corresponding appropriation for the
fiscal year 1937.

Q’. Have you asked that of the Director oi‘_ the Budget?

I'HE PRESIDENT: The Budget Director has asked all agencies to try to
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make them lower for the fiscal year 1938 than the actual appro-
priations for the fiscal year 1937 .

Q Mr. President, did you suggest any percentage?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Can we get a copy of the letter?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Steve (Mr. Early), will you stick it up on the
board?

Q How much of a surplus did the departments turn in last year under
this setup?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I haven't got those figures. They were
fairly large.

LR, EARLY: They were announced by the Treasury.

Q Do you have any plans for Quoddy after the present money has run
out?

THE PRESIDENT: Only that I am working very hard in the case of Quoddy
and the Florida Ship Canal to use the existing plant so that it
won't lay idle.

Q@ The existing planﬁ?

THE PRESIDENT': Yes, the existing plant. In the case of the Florida
Ship Caﬁﬁl we are negotiating with the University of Florida for
the use of thé buildings down there for -- I think they call it
an Extension Service Course. |

Q That would be a short-term lease?

TIE PRESIDEIT: Yes. |

@ Does that mean that you are abandoning the Ship Canal?

THE PRESIDENT: Have to. The same way with Quoddy.

% How about Quoddy? Do you think you can use the buildings up there?
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THE PRESIDENT: I cannot tell you yet, hutl I am working very hard to
find a useful occupation for the buildings.

Q We will probably have to rent them.

THE FRESIDENT: There is a very good hotel in Eastport.

Q I aid not see ones-

Q Do you mean the Quoddy power project is abandoned?

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot devote any money to it. How can I? I don't
know,

& Will Mr. Farley be able to accept contributions from office holders
under the law, if he resigns?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I should not think so. Do you mean,
can he, as Postmaster General, receive --

Q (interposing) If he retains his title as Postmaster General on
leave, can he receive contributions under the law?

THE PRESIDENT: I am not as good a-lawyer as you are.

/@ I mean about asking contributions from office holders.

THE FRESIDENT: I don't know; you had better ask him.

Q What progress is_being made on selecting McCarl's successor?

THE PRESIDENT: None. _ ;|

Q@ Has Mr. Fowes' status changed? Does he become Acting Postmaster
Gener_al?.

THE PRESIDENT: He does.

Q Does he take the salary of the Postmaster General?

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to ask the Comptroller General. I don't
know.

MR, EARLY: Bill Howes will get his own salary.

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Howes will get his regular salary.




Q Doesn't he move up as First Assistant?

THE PRESIDENT: No.
Q Does your nortlwestern trip affect the Campobello trip?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

MR, STORM: Thank you, Mr, President.
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Executive Offices of the White House,
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Q We have a bridegroom in our midst. Tommy Edmonds went and got
married ten days ago.

THE PRESIDENT: Never told me about it. I am very happy to hear about
i,

¢ (Mr. Fdmonds) Thank you, Mir. President.

THE PRESIDENT': Are you going, Charles?

Q@ (ir. Furd) Yes, sir.

TEE PRESIDENT: Mumber one, there is no news on appointments ané there
won't be any u.ntil I get back.

¢ In that connection, isn't it required that you appoint within thirty
days this laritime Commission?

MR. EARLY: It is not required.

THE PRESIDENT: Mumber two, on the drought: You have had most of this
before, but this is this morning's summary. We have authorized
for the five Northwestern states, ldinnesote, the DEthﬂE,-MDntanﬂ
and Wyoming, a total of 55,000 WPA jobs. Upf:Eis morning there
were 16,500 at work in that erea. In the Southern and Southwestern
states 20,000 additional jobs ﬁ;re authorized.

& Is that Western or Southwestern?

THD PRESIDENT: Southern and Southwestern. Southern mesns certain por-
tions of North and South Carolina, as I remember it, speaking

from memory, Tennessee and Kentucky, and the Southwestern area

is, prineipally, Eastern Oklahoma and Northwestern Arkansas. I

think T am right on that.
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We are told that North Dakota, Minnesota, South Dakota and
Wyoming are also giving direct relief grants out of state funds.
IRural Resettlement is making loans to small cattle owners for movement
of cattle, the idea being to aid the small cattle owner to keep the
title. The larger ranchers will be aided through arrangements to
be set up today, through loans for the purpose of moving cattle.

The U. S. Children's Bureau has sent representatives into
these areas to investigate the special needs of children and
mothers.

We are also watching the water supply and making arrangements
to mﬂve_familiBS, where the water gives out, into other areas.

The Public Health Service is looking after the problem of contam-
ination of water and is in general touch with situations affecting
ithe health of the people.

On the weather report, there have been a few light showers
over the worst part of the drought area and quite a heavy rain at
Devil's Lake. However, those rains have not changed the situation
materially and the termperature continues to bé extremely high.
Incidentally, that is not the only part of the country.

Resettlement, in addition to the loans, is making grents to
some of those farm families. It is proceeding satisfactorily
and, as you know, yesterday they declared a moratorium of one
year on all loans of the Government in specified drought areas
on a specific showing of lack of cash resources by the applicant.

Today the Resettlement Administration will declare nine addi-

tional counties in Minnesota in the drought area which, added to

those originally designated, mskes a total of 277 counties in the




rniluul states affected.

We have bad reports from Iowa. The corn crops seem to be
in prqtt; bad shape -- burning up.

The mumber of farms in the counties in the area -- one figure
says 277 counties -- oh, yes, in the 268 counties before the nine
that were added to it -~ is 570,000 farms, and the number of
strictly farm populetion of those counties is 2,718,000.

Q Is that Northwest or all the area?

THE PRESIDENT: I think that i1s only the Northwest. Of course that does
not mean that every one of the 570,000 farm families have to be
helped. That is the total mumber of farms in there and the total
number of population.

Q This 55,000, -is that in addition to the figure announced several
days ago?

THE PRESIDENT: No, that is included in it.

Q That is a total of 75,000 jobs for the whole area, 55,000 in the
Northwest and 20,000 in the South and Southwest?

' THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q Have you any figures on how many have gone to work in the South and
Southwest?

TY'E PRESIDENT: No.

I don't think there is any news I know of. I have signed
the leave orders under that new Act of Congress and you had better
read them over because they are highly technical. The Executive

Order itself runs to seven pages and then the regulations rumn to

another seven pages.

Q Will you leave that with Mr. Early?




THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q Did ruﬁ discuss the steel situation with Green or Lewls?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q. Did you discuss this situation which has developed within the Fed- |
eration of Labor?

- THE PRESIDENT: -No.

¢ Have you made arrangements for the starting of the public works pro-
gram -- for an Executive Order that makes this money available for
Mr. Ickes?

THE PRESIDENT: We started on bridges. General Eackett was in yester-
day with a large 1list of projects which, however, had to be checked
back to find out, out of a grant to any munielpality, hnﬁ'many
people would be taken off the relief rolls. It will probably be
another week before the first batch of those projects are approved.

Q That is being checked with local relief rolia as to the mnicipali-

-

ties involved?

TEE PRESIDENT: Yes. In other words, the objective =- so you will all
get this clear about the Public Works program -- I suppose the

; gimplest way to put it is thet we have cut down the number of

people on the relief rolls in the last four or five months. How-

ever, we still have on the relief rolls more people than can be

taken care of thrﬁugh the fiscﬁl year with $1,425,000,000., which

is all the appropriation we have got. Therefore, we are trying

to use the Public Works money, as far as we possibly can, to
take people off the relief rolls,-and the practical way of working

it out will be somewhat along this line: Let us say that the city

of X wants to build a new sewer or water supply system costing
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a million dollars. They either finance 55% of it themselves
through doing their own borrowing, or they borrow it from us,
whichever is most advantageous to them. Then the other 45% is
what we call a grant. Now what we are trying to do at the
present time 1s to check up with the municipal authorities and
ask them, out of this 45%, or in this particular case $450,000,,
out of that how many people would they take off the work relief
rolla? The more people they take off the relief rolls with this
grant, the better chance they have of getting their project ap-
proved. In other words, if out of this P,W.A. money we can take
several hundred thousand people off the relief rolls, it means
there is just that much more chance of having the 1,425,000,000.
appropriated for relief last through the year.

Then, of course, added to that is the other hope we have

expressed, that lndustry will more and more take people off relief

rolls during the course of the year.

loans and grants if it does not come out of the 351,425,000,000.7

THE PRESIDENT: They can get it from the revolving grant.

-

2

They haven't an awful lot there.

TEE PRESIDEKT: It is a terribly complicated thing -- algebra. 1In

)

other words, if they get $300,000,000, from Jones, they can loan,
roughly, half of it and grant, roughly, half of it. As to the

loan part, they can resell the bonds and again take half of that

for loan end half for grant. Then they resell the loan part again

and so on, ad infinitum. That is the theory of it.

How many projects did Colonel Hackett bring in?

gp%
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I THE P@IDM: I don't know., There it is (pointing to large stack).

Q Dﬁ you know the amount of money involved?

THE PRESIDENT: ‘Wall, this preliminary list is fifty million dollars.

Q Does that take into account the 45% grant, or is that the total?

THE PRESIDENT: The total.

Q Is there any per-man cost yardstick, Mr. President? That is, do
you have any figure in mind --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Approximately what is being paid at
the present time. It depends a good deal on the locality and also
a great deal on the nature of the work.

Q Mr. President, how long do you expect it will take to check up on
the employment producing capacity of these projects?

THE PRESIDENT': I didn't catch your guestion.

«@ The employment pro@ucing capacity of these projects? You know --

TEL PRESIDENT: It depends a little on the character. It is an awfully
diff;cult thing to guess. We are going to try to get the bulk of
them under way this fall.

~—___ Of course, on FP.lisA., it 1s slower, necessarily, than ¥.P.A.

But this list is a very good list because a great meny of these,
in fact the great majority, are comparatively small projeets which
do not take _I_I-.c:rng to get people to work on. Just take this page
(at random), there are twenty projects and I suppose they average
about $30,000, apiece. Now, that is a good project because on a
$30,000. project you can put people to work fast.

Q How soon will the money be released?

THE PRESIDENT: As fast as the projects are approved.

Q And how long 1s that?




THE PRESIDENT: That depends on what news we get from the locality on
taking people off the relief rolls.

Q What is your hope on that?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; I won't until we find out.

Q Did I understand you to say you would start approving them in a
week?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q Did you notice whether there are any flood control projects in that
1ist?

THE PRESIDENT': No, not in this list.

Q I'd like to ask a question on your trip. Can you tell us what date
you are going to sall and what date you figure to be back?

THE PRESIDENT: I expect to sail on Tuesday next and then I am going to --
I don't know whether it has been announced but the present plan is
to go to Quebec and be there on Friday, the 3lst of July.

Q Did you notice his Lordship is calling?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. When I leave Quebec that night I don't know where
] am going. I have no ideas.

Q Mr. Farley indicated he had talked over with you his part in the
campaign. Can you give us any idea?

THE PRESIDENT: I suppose probably about the time I get back from
Quebec I can tell you something about August and I ;ake it the
chances are there won't be much campaigning in August. At the end
of August I will tell you the plans for September.

& Are you considering a trip to the Coast?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't the faintest idea.

Q Have you anything to say about the labor situation?

307 -- 7
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THE PRESIDENT: In the Federation?

Q Or any other angle of it?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Was the purpose of Governor Earle's visit to you yesterday to ask
you to appoint Tony Biddle Ambassador to Spain?

THE PRESIDENT: No, never mentioned it. No, we had a bit of a talk on
Pennsylvania,

Q Are you going to have a similar talk on Maﬂsachgg_atts today?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't kna;:.wll I don't know what we are going to talk
about . |

Q@ The Governor is in town.

THE PRESIDENT: He is due here six minutes ago.

Q Ies it going to be possible for you to do anything on the shelter belt
proposition?

THE PRESIDENT: They are going ahead.

Q@ They have very little money?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Most of the money this year is going to be put
into growling young trees from seed because there is a real shortage
of young trees.

Q@ The appropriation was for liquidating the project in the bill. As
I understood it, the money was appropriated to liquidate the
project during this year.

THE PRESIDENT: Did it say that?

Q That is what I understood.

Q@ What are you going to talk to the Governor General about?

THE PRESIDENT: What am I going to talk to him about?

Q Yes, sir.




THE PRESIDENT: Oh, lots of things. Ships and kings and sealing wax.

Q And cabbages?

THE FRESIDENT: Yes.

Q Does that mean the new St. Lawrence Treaty?

THE FRESIDENT': Yes.

Q Have you decided how you are going from Gampohull‘n to Quebec?

THE PRESIDENT: By rail. D-upaﬁﬂing on how things are, I will either go
to Hyde Park or back hers,

Q Thank you, Mr. President.
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Press Conference #308,

Aboard the POTOMAC in Rockland Harbor, Maine,

July 14, 1936, 10,30 A.M.

TEE PRESIDENT: Gather around. I am going to tell you a fish story.

Q We will tell you one before we get off the LIBERTY.

THE PRESIDENT: Does she look all right?

Q Yes, sir; plenty of room.

THE PRESIDENT: I think thair are going to have a grand time, except,
of course, for the fellows from inland -- not Fred Storm. They
think we are going fishing and the object is to catch fish but,
of course, you know better. The object 1s to loaf and have a
good -time.

Q@ Will you have Eenry Kannee rehearse that "loud scream"? (Laughter)

Q (Mr. Kannee) I am going to hold that against you. (Referring to
John O'Donnell's story about thefts from the Nelson House rooms.)

THE PRESIDENT: Henry was the meddest white man after reading that.
He only yelled for about ten minutes. (Laughter)

I think everything is all quiet.

§ Anything you want to say before leaving?

THZ PRESIDENT: I don't think so.

Q@ Do you have anything to add to the action down in Washington on the
payments on the railrcar;l retirement fund?

THE PRESIDENT: Didn't Mac (Mr. MeIntyre) give you the memo?

MR. McINTYRE: It was released in Washington the same day.

THE PRESIDENT: That was goinz to be the basis of what I was golng to
tell you.

Q "That covered everything?




THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q Will you visit the Quoddy development?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't the faintest idea of where I am going or
when, except to work to the eastward.

Q Have you anything to say on Quoddy?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q (Mr. Trohan) I haven't got that commission yet.

THE PRESIDENT: 1It's all right.

MR, McINTYRE: He is the Katzenjammer Kid.

THE PRESIDENT: Walter is going to get his commission. I am goingz to
radio for one. It won't necessarily be on parchment though.

Q (Mr. Trohan) You promised parchment. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: He is growing up and especially since going to school.

Q He can't take any notes.

THE PRESIDENI': You know, we will make a newspapermen out of Walter yet.

Q@ Pretty hard.

THE PRESIDENT: Ve have all got to help and cooperate on it.

Q Is 1t out of place to ask your plans when you get back to Hyde Park?®

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't any plans beyond getting out of this harbor,

Q I am a little selfish because I am starting on my vacation.

THE PRESIDENT: I think we will go to Hyde Park unless somethling breaks
in Washington but I don't know how long I will stay there; it
might be over Sunday or a whole week.

Q@ You won't make this swing in the Connecticut Valley and through the
flood region on your way back?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know.

MR. MecINTYRE: ,_They were told yesterday that you hoped as soon as




possible after your return to make a visit.

THE PRESIDENT: In other words, I hope to get to the three main flood
areas -~ New England, gouthern New York and ﬁortharn Pennsylrunié;
Susquehanna and Delaware (Rivers) and then the upper Ohio (River).

Q That would be Columbus?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing further up than around the Pittsburgh region.

Q In the absence of Senator Young, and being delegated to do his work
while he is gome, what do you think of tﬁa Distriet of Columbia
tax bill?

THE PRESIDENT: What 1s 1t7

Q@ I don't know. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Neither do I.

Q I was asked to ask you about it.

THE PRESIDENT: Tell Russ "Fello."

I will be going probably from either Eastport or St. Andrews
straight to Quebec.

Q& Overland? |

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, overland. It is only overnight.

Q Mr. President, have you seen anything of a pouch that required
action?

THE PRESIDENT: I heven't seen a pouch this morning. I haven't a paper
left except one box.

Just to show you what this 1life is like, when I got to Hyde
Park everything was all clear and just two days ago I was given,
I think, sixteen or seventeen documents and there isn't one of
them less than a hundred pages. FPeople say, "Please take this

on your trip and read it when you have nothing else to do." lMost
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of them are the most highly complex problems. So I bave them in
a.large wooden box and it is a great question mark as to whether
I open the box. ‘

MR, McINIYRE: All of this is off the record?

THE PRESIDENT: No, you can use this for background.

Q There is a State Department question: Joe Smith is going tu’Lnndnn
to take over the London Bureau. And, Mr. frasiﬁant, would it be
remiss if I were to assume that an agrement has gone forward to
the Irish Free State? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I love it.

Q Would you be willing tc disclose what your conference was with Gov-
ernor Brann? I am from Maine.

THE PRESIDENT: Ve just talked about everything there was.

Q@ No politics?

THE PRESIDENT: No. One of the things we talked sbout was cooperatives.

& They have some of them up here in marketing some of their crops.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know enouzh about it.

Q I think they market the potato crop through cooperatives.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there has been much done about it.

Q It has been done in a véry,limited manner.

THE PRESIDENT: The general thought is that they cannot be imposed
from the top; they have to grow from the bottom. More and more
people are talkiig about them because they seem perfectly prac-
tical if started from the bottom.

Q Have you received any last minute reports from the drought area,
from Dr. Tugwell?

THL PRESIDENT: I have had nothing this morning. I heard last night
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there were a few scattered loans but not enough.

Q Charlie West have any official business?

THE PRESIDENT: No; just stopped on the way through.

Q Any uhianca you will confer with Montague Norman? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: No. I don't think I will confu; with anybody.

Q Will this be the only place you will stop except when you leave for
Canada?

THE PRESIDENI': Yes,

Q Your conversations with Lord Tweedsmmir, any idea of what the sub-

jeets will be?

Q Can we borrow some books from the ship's library?

THE PR.ESID_EETI‘: We ought to, yoﬁ know., We ought to do 1it.

Q@ Henry is going to spend the next two weeks reading Blackstone.
That is a fishhook story.

TEE PRESIDET: Perheps if he were to put a line overboard and troll
he might pick up something.

@ Did you hear about the police in Poughkeepsie?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q_ They fingerprinted one of the victim's pocketbooks and the only
prints were those of the policeman.

I'HE PRESIDENT: Perfectly lovely; I love it.

Q@ They hunted for footprints and they found seven strange ones all of
which halo-nged to the Vestern Union telegraph boys.

R Two were from the tap room.

Q I hope you have a pleasant cruise.

THE PRESIDENT: I will see you this afternoon from the distance. You

report the first casualty to me when we get into rough weather.




308 -~ & r29

Fred keeps the log.

Q FHe will get sick.

THE PRESIDENT: Then you keep it. (Laughter)

MR, TROHAN: Thank you, Lir. President.




CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #309, _

Herring Beach, Campobello Island, N. B.,
July 29, 1936, about 4.00 P.M.

Q (Mr. Storr) Have you had any reports from Ambassador Bowers in
Spain within the last twenty-four hours?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing this morning.— You have it all in the papers

in the statement which the Secretary of State gave out.

3 Is he returning to this country?

THE PRUSIDeNT: e was planning to come back but I do not believe he

will ir the midst of this.

+ Thet are your plans after you leave Cusbec? Are you goine to the

Connecticut Valley?

THE fﬁhalﬂahf: Cannot answer that without hac. I am roinz to detrain
somewhere up in Vermont near Viinooskie Dam that the CCC Vermont
camps have built end from there motor to Montpelier, have a talk
with the Governor ana all State officials and Federal officials
who are in any way connectec with Federal projects, and cet Ver-
mont proolems in my mind. iotor from there, stop one or two
oplaces either &t sites of dams or work in progress. In Hanover
hope Governor of liew Hampshire and people will come for same kind
or' conferencc, then et on the train and o down to Sprincfield
for conference with all ['assachusetts oifficials in relation to
the Massachusetts end of it,

will that include Governor Curley?

TELZ PRESID:NT: Include all State of'ficials.

Get to Hyde Pasrk late Saturday nircht. Will not ret off train

in Springfield == -ot there about 5.50 f'or conference, no work to

r30
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see in Springfield in way of flood control. Get to Hyde Park
10.30 or 1ll.

Q How long do you plan to stay at Hyde Park?

THE PRESIDYNT: Do not know; something less than a week, then go back
to hWashington. Beyond that nothing definite.

W Yie haven't got any comment on Governor Landon's acceptance speech.

THE PRESIDENT: Off the record, if' it would stay off the record, I
might. But I will tell you what I told Mac =- the reception was
poorl As a matter of fact the reception was poor.

& Have you given any consideration of campaizn swing to coast in
early September?

Mk PRESIDAHT: Have nothing planned except what I talked about before.
Later in Aurust will zo_to Southern hew York snd Northern Penn-
sylvania flood areas, also western Pennsylvania and Chio flood
arcas. Do not know whether it will be the same trip or two
different trios.

what plans have Deen submitted to you of work already done on

| “uoddy Villace?

THE PHESIDLIT: Cannot tell you now -- bound to bLe vazue, can not rive

anything conecrete. If any of you haven't seen it, go and see it.
The whole conception. of it in the beginning was based on

the simnle fact that the use of power both in Canada and in the
United States is increasins at the rate, let us say roughly, of
ten to fifteen percent every year, and we think that it is soing
to continue to increase. Therefore, tnere can be more power

developed of all xinds, coal, hydroelectric, and if we can find a

new method, so much the better. This Passamaquoddy thouzht was

| 231
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originated in 1921 when the Severn River in England was being
considered for tidal power development, and on the coast of
France, where they have forty-foot tides. In 1921 I talked with
Owen Young of the General Electric about the possibilities of the
-Bay of Fundy. He was much interested and they made a preliminary
survey =-=- rouch survey. They found it was of interest and well
worth while studying, but that the demand for power at that time
did not ;uatify anything further.

In 1526 or '27 Cooper came along with his survey, which was
financed by General Electric, Aluminum Company of America and the
Viestinghouse. They found his plans were practical, but again
there was the matter of demand. So, in '33 we had our first study
made and they assured us that it was a ;ood proposition. Govern-
nent engineers held it entirely feasible. At that time it did
not seem feasibls to talk to Canada in rerard to joining -- all
too poor to take up prosram of dams across Deer Island LeTeat.

Vle went ahead with plans of developins on our side of the line,
experimentally on a smaller scale, according to the development
of power that we could sell. .

bven since that date the scisnce of transmission of elec-
tricity has grown by leaps and bounds; private companies, like
G. L. and Westinghouse, are working on direct current instead of
alternating, which means much lower cost of production and much
lower loss of power. If it succeeds as they think ié will, that
tidal power from the Bay of Fundy, both American and Canadian side,
could be transmitted down New York areas. In other words, free

power both ways across the boundary. Ve will come to it.
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0 Will you talk about this in Quebec?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes, without doubt, if Friday is a long enough day.

As to the next step, the first thing, when it is thoroughly
understood that this is a useful experiment, is to put it through
on a small preliminary scale, using relief money which would have
to be used in any case. We have got to take care of these people.
Vie have had them on road building and schoolhouses. loney has
rot to be spent, as approximately 5000 people ure on relief in
Fastern Maine.

You can make it clear thet whether something is done by the
next Congress or not these people who have been on the JQuoddy
project from relief rolls are going to remain on relief rolls
doing $omethin§ else. Obviously they have to.

As to what is zoins to be done with those buildings, that
will be decided in the course of the next week. They will be
usefully'emplnyed.

Q@ Did Harry Hopkins have any ideas?

THE PRESIDGNT: Yes, we have been talkinc. Tryings to zet the best
possible ideas.

Q Can you allocate any of the [1,425,000,000-to carry further this
work?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I made that clear dozens of times.

2 ‘Where are you to et the money!

Thk PRESIDENT: 1 will use the buildinrzs for something. Can not carry
on the project without an Act of Congress.

2 Do you plan to make any inspection through the Quoddy Village?

THE PRESIDENT: I may zo over on the Potomac; I can see almost everything




there is from the water.

Q Where does the Dust Bowl fit in?

THE PRESIDENT: Somewhere around the end of August.

Q Would you tell us anything about your conversation with General

" Fenkhom 7]
Martin?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't said more than how-do=-you-do to him.
2 Anything in the line of politics, for this is a campaizn year,
| you know.

THE PRESIDENT: Is this the 'year, Fred? I have forgotten that.

( Are you izoing to listen to Colonel knox Saturday night?

THE PRESIDENT: I will be on the train.

G Is there anything to the story around here that you micht discuss
with Lord Tweedsmuir about meking Yastport a free port of entry?

I'He PRESIDENT: New one on me.

Q Have you talked with the Prime kiinister of New Brunswick about that?

i PRESIDENT: Passamaquoddy is Passamaguoddy, and includes both sides
of the line. Off the record, wouldn't it be nice to have free
rorts on both sides? Quoddy 1s just one oi' those dreams of the
future. kither country havin; extra power could send it without
any duty. Seems to be one of the last things in the world to
put duty on.
In your talk with the Prime linister, will that embrace & proposition

of Canada foing into the proposal?

TEE PRESIDENT: I think the first thing that should be done is experi=-
menting in first tidal power in the world. Seems to be worth

while trying, and it will be the largest in the world. It was a

very good project in view of the fact that people were on relief.




309 == 6

There is one other factor which we much consider. When I was a

little boy we used to have three steamers a week to Lubec, East-
port and St. John. Now you don't see any, showinz the economic
condition of Eastern kMaine. Anything that can be done to raise
up economic status is pretty pood; otherwise we will have to
look forward to relief for many years to come.

7 Joe Kennedy is writins a book on what is zoins to happen to
children under Roosevelt.

THE PRESIDENT: Very pood; he has nine children and should qualify.

2 (lre. Hurd) 1Is there anything.tﬂ be said on St. Lawrence WaterWﬁy"
when you talk in Tuebec?

THE PRESIDVxNT: I imagine Eackeﬁzia King and I will mention it.
Just pure zuesswork.

% Do you expect to see Montazue Norman?

THE PRYSIDENT: MNo.
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Press Conference #310,

Atop Wrightsville Dam, Vermont,

August 1, 1936, about 11.00 A.M,

THE PRESIDENI': Where is the Washington Press?

Q Right here, sir. ‘

THE PRESIDENT: This Dam was finished before this spring's flood, and
the water came up to within eight feet of the top, just below
where we are., It actually demonstrates what we are after.

GENERAL MARKHAM: Yes, and the pgupla up here all concede that these
corpleted dams pald for themselves in the damage they prevented
in this last flood.

Q9 That was this spring?

GENERAL MARKHAM: March, 1936.

Q How much did this Dam cost?

GENERAL MARKHAL!: About a million or a million two hundred thousand
dollars. It was built entirely by the CCC Corps under the super-
vision of the Enginﬂe:ing Department and in cooperation with the
State of Vermont.

THE PRESIDENT: In the last flood they only used 73% of the capacity of
the reservoir. They had 274 leeway on this particular flood.

Q When was this Dam started?

GENERAL MARKHAM: In 1933 and was completed October 1, 1935.

THE FPRESIDENT: The State pald for the land and the Federal Govermment
palid for the work.

GEHERAL LIARFKHAM: The State assumed all land damages. Any damages or

claims were handled by the State. The Federsl Government paid for

the construction.
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THE PRESIDENT: Very excellent illustration of cooperation between
the State and the Federal Govermment.

GENERAL MaRKHAM: The Government has received np;endid cooperation
from the State of Vermont in this project.

Q The last flood was 19287 |

GENERAL MARKHAM: November 4, 1927. It was the first in a hundred
years of experience.

THE PRESIDENT: There was another flood between 1927 and 1936, a small
flood.

GOVERNCR SMITH: Ch, yes; in 1931.

& Thank you, }7r. President.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #311,

Aboard Presidential Special Train, en route
to Springfield, liassachusetts, from
Hanover, New Hampshire,

August 1, 1936.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, were you duly impressed this morning?

¢ I am impressed the swell way they have gone along with the dams.

THE PRESIDENT: Two finished and one half finished.

¢ The first you visited half finished?

THE PEESIDENT: Yes, and the other is finished, and there is another
one which you did not see that they have finished. On the present
plans they have five more in Vermont and two in New Hampshire. Of
course ther progress 1s dependent entirely on state legisla-
tion because, under the new Act, each state has to provide its
own real estate. They have had, as I understand it -- you people
from Boston know more ﬁbcut this than I do -- I think at least
four states have appointed their members of the Interstute Com-
pact Commission. The only meeting I have heard of was between
liew Hampshire and liassachusetts over the Merrimac Basin, but
the Governor of Vermont, Governor Smith, was very optimistic
about it. The principal objective of the Interstate Compact
will be the allocation of the cost of land between the several
stutes. In othér words, 1t 1s the same o0ld story. Eight dams
out of the ten built in Vermont are for the benefit, not only
of Vermont but of Ilassachusetts and Connecticut and New Hamp-
shire. They have to decide on the allocation of cost of land

in the Gcnnec;icut Basin. Then, when that is done, as I under-

stend it, they have got to zo to their State Leglslatures for

{
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approval of the Campact and then they have to go to Washington
for approval down there. There probably won't be any trouble
on that. Then, having done that, they have to get the appro-
priations through their State Legislatures to go ahead and buy
the land. The Federal Govermment thereupon, having gotten the
land, will probably go ahead on the same baaif we are proceeding
now, which is to use the CCC Camps on all the larger dams and
possibly the WPA on some of the smaller dams, but probably noth-
ing but CCC on the ten big projects.
The next step is really un to the four states concerned in
the Connecticut Valley.
@ Will Connecticut be represented this afternocon at Springfield?

THE PIESIDEIT: No, not this trip. You see, I couldn't put in three

X

states in one day, but I am going over to Connecticut later,
going to drive over.

ik. MeINTYkE: There is & possibility that Governor Cross may be at

Springfield.

1%
' THE PRESTDENT: liell, that is one phase of it; that is the reservoir
| phase of it.

In the meantime, between now and the time those legislatures

act -- in other words, between now and the next spring -- we can
probably find enough money to do & small number, I supnose not

more than four or five, of '"',P.A. projects under the Army Engi-
neers' supervision for the cleaning out of some of these stream
beds in those places where the stream bed is owned by the town-

ship or the municipality and where léand acquisition -- new land

acquisition -- is not involved.
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I asked, both in Montpelier and in New Hampshire, about what
the states were doing in regard to what I call "upstream engineer-
ing"; in other words, the putting back of steep upland pastures
into trees and putting the lower agricultural sloping land into
pastures to prevent or to slow up run-off. I was, frankly,-a
little disappointed because apparently neither state is spending
very much or doing very much towards reforestation. Vermont is
spending some money, but is spending it mostly for recreational

parks and not for stopping run-off on the steep slopes. I think
there is & real chance for both Vermont and New Hempshire to do
a great deal more to retard run—uffy

Then the ¥.P.A. 1s doing & great deal of work in both Ver-
mont and New ilampshire on the country farm-to-market roads, re-
pairing the danages caused by the floods of this past spring and
putting in new bridges. The P.Y... nrojects are well past the
peak in both stutes &nd & few new projects were anproved in that

1ist of P.M.i. projects that I approved the other day when I was

on the cruise. I don't know whether or not they have been released
from ‘‘ushington.

w They were listed in that Soston paper the other day.

THE PRESIDENT: Gf course, on these P .A. prpjects we are being a
great ceesl more hardboiled than we were hefore -- not on the
45,.-555», because the percentuge remains the same -- but we are
being more herdboiled in regard to the use of the Federal Gov-
ernment's 45 for the employment of people on the relief rolls.
I esked wbout it in Vermont and was told that the D.!.a. nrojects

there teke 50- of their labor from the relief rolls but in TVew

{5
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Hampshire it is about 35% which, of course, is too low a per-

centage. That is why, as we add to the F,U/,A, projects, we are
going to insist a great deal more firmly than in the past on a
high percentage cf labor coming from work relief rolls.

I don't think there was anything else we talked about par-
ticularly except, especially in Vermont, there seems to be very
good cooperation between the State and Federal authorities.

& #Are you golng to take up anything in particular with Ambassador
Bullitt?

THE PxaiSIDENT: I haven't seen him for some time. I asked him to join
up and ride down with us -- he lives right around here.

The only thing I talked about at all was H.C,L.C. and the
Staute people in both Vermont and lew lemnshire stressed not only
the saving of the homes through H.U.L.C. but ulsc the saving of
the banks through 11.0.L.C. It has been instrumental in pulling
out and getting on their feet & very large number of the smaller
country banks whose investments through this section e&re in a
very large part in real estate mortgages.

¥ Do you pet that same rewort from other sections of the country?

TaE PrISILENT: Yes, very much.

%@ There nust be somethins to thut.- 411 of your conferees todsy were
largely Hepublicans.

T PRESIDANT: Yes, very largely.

% Wes there uny discussion with these governors about strairht relief?

1HE PRESIDENT: lo. I asked & question, both in [lontpelier (Vermont)
and down here with the llew .lsmpshire people, as to the relief

rolls and, according to their statements, the thing is going,

o




on the whole, very well.

I don't know about New Hempshire -- I didn't ask there =--
but in Vermont the Town Zoard of Selectmen is taking care of, in
each town, approximately the same number of people as they used
to take care of -- of whéat you and I knew as the "town poor list"

and, of course, if they do that it means that the total number
that has to be tuken éure of out of Federal funds is cut materi-
ally. They think, on the whole, that that nart has been taken
care of very wvell.

The result is that because the town list is mede up, as it
always was in the old days, o® people who are not as shle to work
as other people -- people who are feeble-minded, ete., -- the Fed-
eral lists are nearly all, a lurger percentacge than any nlace I
heard of, composed of &ble-bodied men. In other words, the town
is taking care of the people who should be on the poor 1list and

as & result our list is composed of able-bodied people.

The totel number ¢f pecple res been cut from the peak about

50% on the Federal list in Vermont.

Did any of these governors give you & figure in dollers of how much

their flood control program would cost?

Thi PRESIDENT: No, but General larkhear: said that on these sdditicnal

seven projects, of which three are under way, the total for real
estute, end so forth, would cost the states only sbout six millien
c¢ollars which, of course, is & very low figure and a small percent-
age cf the total cost. Thut is why I hope they will be able to

come to sone agreement &s to how thet cost will be apportioned.

« Do you recull whut the Federul Government's figure would be, apnrox-
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imately?

THE PRESIDENT: They have made preliminary estimates. You had better
ask General liurkham for the exact figures. .

& These would be appropriations to be made by Congress?

TiE FUESIDENT: Of course, but there is no use until the ststes are
ready to shoot. Of course the general picture, as I see it in
the Connecticut Basin, is that we have a perfectly definite, ver-
fectly simple flcod control program. For example, we seved this
year, because of those two completed dams, more money in damages
from the 1956 flood, then the three dams, all three together, are
costing, basing our filgures on the demeges ceused by the 1927
flecod. =«nd that is only one yeer's flood. That is quite sig-
nificant.

& Pald for itself in one yesar.

TEE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Aafter seeing 1t anc going over the plan, because I know this
country pretty; well anyway, I think the four sta£95 involved and
the Federsl Government, by adopting plans thuat are almost a hun-
dred per cent foolproof -- in other words, we know they will
work -- if they ure cerried out cver & period cf twenty or twenty-
five years the whole w»roblem will be solved. Instead of trying
to do it ipn one fell swoop, we cen do a little bit this year and
some next year and the following year, doing it primarily, as far
&s possible, with relief labor. There will always be a number of
unemployed at different times of the vear.

A program of that kinc involves not only the reservoir orin-

ciple, but also reforestation, soil erosion and control, and




of
canalization in places like Hartford -- levees.

Then Governor Bridges also mqpticnad the Marrifﬂc Bagin.
They have three proposed reservoirs there., It is a very short
river and one of the reservoirs, I think it is the one which
takes in Senaby lLake, that won't cost much in point of real
estate, but the other two are likely tolbe very much more expen-
sive in noint of real estaute. I suprose it is a very highly pop-
ulated valley.
vhat 1s done with the lerrirac Basin depends, of course, on
a compact between l'ew Hampshire and l'assachusetts.
% Thank you. This is very helpyful indeed, sir.
T, P.ESIDENT: Go awhead and spread yourselves.
% 1'd rather heve it in French.
THE PHESIDENT: You are an expert.
@ That speech went swell with the crowd yesterday (at Quebec).
THL IRLSIDIT: 'lasn't 1t funny when the Frime !7inister of Quebec

gswitched from Inglish to French, how & roar of epplause went up?

‘e saw King later in the Citadel und met the chap who writes King's

| %
¥rench speeches. lie said, "It is too bad we haven't Pocsevelt run-
ning up here because he would carry Juebec eny time."

TIL PRESIIEIT: It 1s emazing how prcud they are of their French lan-

puage. 1y Lord, some of their French is hard to understand when

you et back in the back districts. They sey it is the French of

ilolier@a,

‘#ell, I am going to get down in Connecticut a little later.

I couldn't get four stutes into one day and I hope Governor Cross

will be up here and if he isn't I will drive across from yde Park
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part way and go over the situation from the Connecticut view-

'point.
@ I will report that. Very glad to have met you. This is the first

opportunity I have had to strike anything big.

& Thank you, Mr, President.
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Press Conference #312,

In the Library, Hyde Park, N.Y.,

August 4, 1936, 11.00 A.M.

THE PRESIDENT: Charles' (Hurd's) curl is getting more beautiful every
day .

@ (Mr. Hurd) If I could just hold a little on top, I wouldn't mind
the curl.

THE PRESIDENT: Did you ever know Charlie 1"eCarthy who was my secre-
tary during the Mavy days? He had hair the color of yours when
he was first with me -- just about your age. He had a part,
way, way over on this side (indicating) but the part was almost
on the side of his head, with this beautiful hair brushed right
across his head, with & little tweak on the end of it. OCne day
Charlie ! cCarthy went in swimming and I discovered he was com-
pletely bald on top. 11 his hair grew from here to here (indi-
cating) .

Genevieve, how &re you? l/elcome to our midst again.
(Mrs. Herrick) Thenk you, kindly.
T You seer: to have quite & number of immnortant officials.

THZ PRESID-NT: Just our usual nonthly conference on finances.

e saw lir. l'orgenthau, l'r. Bell, ! T. Tugwell and lr. "illiams.

there anybody else?
PRESIDENT: & lot of people whose numes I can't remember.
LARLY: Aubrey VTilliams snd admiral Peoples.
. PrESTIENT: 4 lot of expert accountants, mostly what they were.

w what is the financial situation now, !r. President?

THE PRESIDENT: &all right.




¢ Did you discuss the drought?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Of course the drought is necessitating the spend-

ing of Federal funds in & certain number of states, slightly over
the original allocations for those states. Ve didn't know there

was going to be a drought but, on the other hend, the allocations
in other parts of the country haven't run as high as we expected

they would because of the pickup in employment.

& It doesn't balance, does it?

THE FRESIDENT: It doesn't balance, of course, because the drought is
still awfully serious. Ve talked about it yesterday. It is one
thing that 1t is diffieﬁlt for people in the East to visualize --
fields where at first the grass died snd then the grasshonoers
came along &nd ate up what was left of it, so that you haven't
anything there but dirt. There is no vegetaticn on it. And that
is true in a good many parts of the country.

% e understood yesterday that, tentatively, vour plans haed been
changed and that you might g0 to the drought area next week.

THE PRESIDENT: Tentatively, no »nlans h&ve been made. Let me put it
the other way arcund, which is no story &t all. A lot of factors
enter into 1it.

% If you do go, will you visit Iowa and the corn belt?

THE PRESIDENT: It is entirely tentative; I don't know. The situation
is changing from day to day. I can't make any plans.

< Incidentully, some of my relatives, my family out in Iowa tell me
there is a first-cless drought in that corn region now. There is
no need of relief because the people have bank sccounts but, this

year, the croos are gone.




312 == 3

THE PRESIDENT: And in certain other areas, like the Dakotes, things
have been taken care of and we are through now, such as taking
out the cattle. That has been done since about the time I left
Washington. They were starting to take them out then and now
they are all out.

Q Any politics on this trip, lr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: Certainly not, and it is a very great disservice to
Goverrment, &4s & general proposition, to link up human misery
with politics.

« Can we quote you on that, l'r. President?

THE PRESIDENT: I think so.

¢ It is --

TZi PRESIDENT: (internosing) It is a great disservice to the proper
administration of &any govermrent to link up human misery with
rartisan politiecs.

& any reports from Spain, [r. President?

Ty PRESIDINT: FHaven't had any this morning. The only thing I got
yesterday afternoon was what appeared in all papers -- same thing.

« any further lLavy shins going?

THE FRESIDENT: Not that I know of.

w In that general connection, lir. President, are you going to revive
the Luropean Squadron? There ﬁave been dispatches from Yashington.

TH= JHEEIEEHT: I huve no idea. Certainly not in connection with the
present scene of trcuble beczsuse vractically all nations have got
snips along those cousts. The ships are taking off the nationals

of any country that want to go out and there is pretty good coop-

eration between themn.
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Q Mr. President, can you elaborate on.Chairman Farley's statement
yesterday that you had 0.K'd plans for an aggressive campaign
from now until the eighth of lNovember?

THE PRESIDENT: Fred (Storm), I don't think they put it just that way.
They told me yesterday of plans for an aggressive campaign. |

¢ He told us you had approved those plans. (Laughter) ==

THE PRESIDENT: No, I wes on the listening end of it; that is all.

« e gave us the clear impression that while you were listening you
epparently nodded. (Laughter).

@ Does the Federal Reserve Board have any connection with the drought
or relief situation?

THE FRESILENT: I don't know,

& I Jjust wondered, Iir. Davis being & member of the Board.

1HL FRESIDENT: Yes, in the sense that a drought situation as wide-
spread as this does cause & shift in demand for bank credit over
a very large area. Uell, just for example, in an ordinary and
normal harvester year in the wheat area, all the banks of the
country in all the Federal Keserve districts know that funds have
to move into the wheat area to finunce the harvesting of the crop.
iow, of course, where you have only & half crop or a third of a
crop, those umovements from the other Federal Reserve distriets
do not teke pluce to the same degree as they would in & normal
year and.the same thing is true in the corn belt. Of course,
the corn belt is not going to be as large & percentage of fail-
ure, we hope, but in the next ten deys or two weeks -- by the

fifteenth of wgust -- we ought to know the final prospects on

the corn crop. %le don't know yet.
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¢ Do you expect to name the members of the Maritime Board shortly?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't done a thing about it. I will probably
get down to the bottom of the wooden box in the course of the
next two days.

¢ Have you any other anpointments coming up?

THE PRESIDENT: There will be wvarious people coming from VWashington
all the time.

I mean appointments to Federal positions?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know, George (Durno); I haven't even looked
at the list.

snie MEeINTYRE: 7You have a pood many, sir.

« Comptroller Generaul, thne /Assistant Secretary of the lavy and several
Federaul judges.

i PabhSIDERT: I haven't looked &t them ut all.

W Have you any callers this afternoon we ought to know &bout?

TH: PrSIDENT: There will be people from '‘ashington almost every day,

anda from otner parts. Hegular routine. In other woréds, I am
' spending tha'morninf, every morning, &8s I do 2t the YVhite Touse.

Q Are you receiving routine reports?

Thin PeeSIDENT: Yes.

% «~ld Luropean reports?

THs PRESIDENT: Yes.

" Aany new nethods of relief in the drought section since wvou have
ordered all this work done?

THE TRESIDENT: I don't think so. There heven't been any new methods
suggested.

& There were reports from Washington yesterduy that the Coverument

IL.-_ S Bl aaiimea s o I.EE:“,_ - -
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was considering lowering the tariff on wheat and corn?

THE PRESIDENT: Didn't the Secretary of Agriculture say anything on
that?

& He sald it was not discussed yesterday.

Q@ When will the sailors bring the boat back to Boston?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. The kids lef't the other day and we haven't
heard a peep from them. "We don't know where they &re.

¢ Probably spanking the jib boom.

4 The crowd (from Vashington) just left. ie ere the only onmes in this
morning, I take it?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 5

« To put & perscnal note into this Conference, every one un here found

a wife waiting for him and we are wondering about our personal ar-
rangements. Do you think there is any possibility of coming back
here from .iashington after your stay there?

TH= PRESIDENT: I will tell vou off the record. George Dern is really
sici; really awfully ill anc we cdon't know his conditicn for the
next two or three days. 5o, I am keeping things in more or less
abeyance until we know something uhout noor olé Georpe. That is
the first consideration.

The otiher reluates to whetlhier I would shift and go out "Test
a little bit eurlier and come back here a little later, or whether
I would carry through the oririnal nlan of spencing the beginning
of next week in .ashington und then goings cut to the flood urea,
and theu coming back here for the week of Saturday ---- getting
back here the fifteenth and staying for Tranklin, Junior's birth-

day on the seventeenth, because we are golirg to have all the
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pictures taken on the cruise shown up here by Ross lfcIntire and
the rest of them, including the pictures of the whiskers, et
cetera. Cf course, if I go out 'lest before then, it means the
@limination of the birthday party.

I ought to know, I should think, by Thursday or Friday.

@ Of course that is plenty of time. ¥ith us it is a problem of
- whether to check the wives in l'ew York, pending our return, and
all that sort of thing.
¢ (Mrs. Herrick) Or checking the husbands. (Laughter)

9 I am sorry.

w Is the Secretary (Lern) in the hospital?

THE PRESIDELNT: ‘lalter Heed. T7'e has been there for some time.

vate zaxl¥: ould you consider this az a suggestion? The story of
Lern's illness will be broken anyway. Let the newsvapermen here
check with their lashincton offices and then they can write a
little follow-up from here, if the Presicdent apnroves, saying
that is another continpency the I'resident is considerinc in con-
nection with his future plans. Let the story corme from 'ashing-
ton first.

Tl & - aF

PHE PEESTEE T 188 .

w 4 wonder if you would telk for &« few rinutes on & long-term nrogram
for urﬂ;enting this drougnt?

e PLebILET: I don't want to until T get this Corrittee that orris
Cooke is the head of. It is starting in a week or ten days.

IR. Zald¥: They ure holding meetings now.

"J'_"'ET'..

& PRESIDEZITT: They are holding meetings now but are starting about

the twelfth or fifteenth of .wgust on an sutorobile trip that
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will take them from Texas and up through the Panhandle and Kan-
sas and Nebraska &nd up to the Dakotas and !"innesota, which is
the line, starting in what we call the "southern dust bowl" and
ending in the "northern dust bowl." And, of course, in a period
like this, the two come pretty close to tying up together so
that, instead of being & "bowl" it is a strip.

That 1s called "The Great Plains Drought Committee™ and of
course they are studying it from every angle, all based on the
long-terr Gppreuck, T am waiting for & report from them. If I
defer the trip & little I will probably neet Fith them somewhere
out there.

find, of course, on that Cormittee theyv have the benefit of
all thle researches tiut were made by thre K;tional ltesources Com-
mittee, which has everybcdy connected with it. It is Soil Zrosion,
AITIy ~ngineers, Reforestation, Upstrear: Tnginsering, et cetera and
80 on -- lIleclamation -- and this Cormittee hes the tenefit of all

those studies.

oaklY! & good many of tne stutes in the Great FPlains erea are ap-

nointing comittees to confer with the Tederal Cormittee.

. Jould you like ‘to gay something for the loesl (Poughkeensie) rapers

L

on relaxaticn, ete.?

Prlallwl T lI'o. T tnirk the only thing you could put is that I

had this purticuler visit end during the balance of the sumer,
viben I wm here I will be ecarrving on trhe normsl work just as if
I was in the t/hite :ouse. And, in the nieuntime, the '"hite louse
iz in & very nmuch torn-up condition. I wish you could sea‘sume

0of the photogruphs of what they fcund when they went in under

-
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the floors. /n awfully dangerous thing -- exnosed wires with-

out any piping or anﬁthing like that,.

& MNay I ask if you heve any opinion or anything you would like to say
concerning the (Dutchess) County ticket in the next --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I don't think so. Cf course, as you
know, there is & fairly definite rule which I have alvays observed
and that is to tuke part in no primary -- no loeal contesf, no
state contest, except when it comes to my own Stute I em interested
in the Stute ticket and when it comes to my own Congressional dis-
triect, ané only in my own, I &m interested in my own county and
township. They are the only exceptions to tﬁe general rule of

"non-participation.

v I see that there is & plute on that chair.

ZTG.FHLbIthT; That is the only gruft that the Governor of the State

of llew York gets. !le gets the chuir thut he sat in for two years.

This (indicuting) is the first two years und that {indicating

another chuir) is the second two yesrs, cnly liss Le'=nd has lost

the nlate for the secocnd twe yesars und we think 1t is in 'ashing-
ten., e ure foin: te htve it put on when found.

Thank you, Ir. Iresident.
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