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CONFIDmTW. 
Press Conference t313 , 
In t he Study at Hyde .Ptt..rk , N.Y., 
~ugust 7 , 1936, 12.00 o ' clock Noon. 

TID:: PRESI DE!!T : I don •t think there i s any news . The boys ~ot into 

Port smouth last ni ght, which is on schedule . · They had a good 

crui se and !:1.re coming back here in a day or two . · · 

~ Do you hc.ve any message tor the meeti~ in Detro! t today? (Laughter). 

It ~.:r . President, the ne11spapers ure full , as you al'e v1ell awe.re, of 

the storiE:s of war b nd rumors of war, and v1e a r e wondering whether 

you would h1:1ve 11nythinG to say e..t 11llin rele. tion to /.merica •s 

foreign policy in reh. tion to 'whut i s r;oing on over there? 

T! C:: !'t<l~SIWJ'i' : I don 't think so . 'rhere is no news. 

J:;t . ~.r.LY : You ht.od un t~ppointJ•.ent with Vun Kirk? 

~ If you coulc repet:. t for us , for exllmple, whe. t you said dovm in 

Dt~llas , in your speech , that we VJere --

. :. • l.J.l:U.Y : (interposing ) ':'he luncheon talk . 

'l':!l: PhWID:l::Jo.T: · . .'hat Cid 1 say? 

JR . lJ~LY: Sow.e of the~ s~;~i~ it was par~;~gr~ph l S of the Russell Young 

~chool of ~xpression . 

, You also said it ut Chicago . (J.eucilter) 

·n~ ~rSIDhl!T : I cion ' t think there is bny ne1·Js. 

'«. '.'fhat oid l· r . Ogburn (l 'r . Qherlton O[,burn) have up with you thi s 

rlo,rni Tlf'? 

T:r:E ?R~~II.EY'i' : The B~lpoint!'lent was a rranfed on the third of July and 

I hf..ve been tryir:.g to see hir.; ever since . •:e tul.ked about tl:e 

constitution~>l ~spects of labor legisle.ti nn . You !mow, be is 

.. 
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counse l and bas been work i ng on a great many or these things. 

'lie talked about the Nati onal Labor Relation s Act and a number of 

ot her acts -- t he general terms ~nd situation with respect to 

the cases, where they are on the court calenders , et cetera. 

Q. Httve you heard from '.'l~shine;ton concerning Secretary 'Dern ' s condi-
I 

tion? 

T 'ii:: Pld:.SD ,Eh"T : Ko. He ·di dn ' t have & very good ni{:ht, t he night before 

last. 

~ 'rhe :;>icni c was a gr eat success . Steve (l !r . Le.rly) got t wo l aughs 

out of it and had his f i rst smile in three days . (Laughter) 

'..['!Q.; T'i<ESi l>Jt:l'JT : • You know , it ' s a good idea. Keep on taking him for 

a ride; he needs it. 

~ Gr~ce (t:i ss Tully) a nd koberta (l 'i ss "9arrows) ur e 'thankfUl. 

·J•:s PkES IDW:T : :!e hasn ' t h&C. a ri ce ~or t wo months . 

J.:it . ;:,;:u.y : You a r e perfect ly " ride" , s ir . (Laught er ) 

'l'li l:. PREt>IDEl:T : 3hull I tell you a bout the nl ans a little bit? 

Q. Ple11se . 

•n: ..... • .. . :J., Cf course I have been doing a good deal of telephoning 

all c.r cund t he cow1t r'j ~d i t seems best, in view of e.ll t he ci r-

cux:.s t ances , not br i nging in GeorBe Darn because t he t i s one of 

the fuctor s t o adher e t o t ne origina l plan i n re~e rc to t he 

'ole s t ern trip . 'l'ha t is to le~ve about t he twenty- f ifth or t wenty-

ni xth a nc go ~traicht out t o t he northern dust bowl area , which 

means , in f a ct, t he western Dakotas . '·:e will stay ther e two or 

t hree da ys . I W& nt t o see certa i n con di tions a t f irst. hand be-

cause I am a great bel i ever i n getting i nf ormati on t hr ough t he 

eye a s well as through t he ea.r . Out t her e I will r1ee t with the 

I' t; G . ... 
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governor s or those Nor thwestern St ates and discuss t heir s itua-

t i on with t hem and their State people and t he Federal people out 

t her e . 

As the thi ng has shaped up in the last few days , the problem, 

for simple understandi ng, divides i tself int o three parts . The 

first i s the immediat e relief problem, that i s t o say, people 

who need relief at the present time, which can be and i s being 

taken care of during these weeks . The machinery has been nut 

into oper~tion and while they have not a l l been taken care of, 

the m~ch inery will be pretty well organized by the time I get 

there . 

The second ph~se rel a t es to the corr~ng wint er ~no snring. 

:F'or example , by the ti.Jr.e st\O'V fl ies out there, we he.ve got to 

necessarily abandon the building of check dans , soil er osion 

prevention and outdoor work t o a large extent on account of 

snov. . 1'/e have got to f i nd ways and means of carrying thfl relief 
~ 

problem through the winter months . L"l the sane connection , we 

have to take care of carryinc t he livestock probleM durinb the 

winter nonths . Third, you heve P,Ot to tske care of the seed 

-;>roblem for the spring . Fourt h , v1e have eot to takP. care of 

the n:ortgage and debt problen ouring the winter months . r ow , 

t hut all raa.kes the second phase . 

Then the third nhase i s the longer - r ange planning which will 

be worked out when I conf er with the Great Plu i ns Droupht C01!11111ttee , 

whi ch v.ill ht:lve completed its swine f r orr Texas up t o the northern 

tier of s t ates between now and the time I get t here . 

1:li. . r;AP~Y : In connection with t hAt Cott.littee , t l:rouf.h an over~ ifht 
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Secretary Wallace was not ~o that Committee. 

THE PRESI DENT: Yes , he was , but he hadn't ha d his official letter. 

Q In that same connection , Steve (Mr . Ear ly) , have you the names of 

that full Commi ttee? 

Affi . EARLY: You can get them right from thi s letter. 

THE PRESIDENT: They are Secretary Vlallace, John c. Page, ActiD8 Diree-

tor of the Bureau of Reclamat ion; Colonel Richard c. Moore , Divi-

sion Engineer of the ~;issouri River Div ision of the Corps of 

Engineers, U. S . Army; Frederick n . Fowler, Director of the 

Drainage Basin Study , National Resources Conmittee ; Rexf ord G. 

Tugwell , Admini strator of the :Resettlement Administration; Harry 

L . Hopkins, a nd the Chairrr:an is ~:orris L. Cooke . 

~!ow, having spent o.bout three days up there in the Dakotas, 

anC. havirtt; conferred with the neighboring governors, I will prob-

ably t hen go over to tannesota and 1.iisconsin and confer '1'11 th · 

Floyd Olson and Phil LaFollette . 

iili . E.J(LY: If possible, with rloyd Olson . 

•r;{E ?RQIDtl•:T: hnd the Senators froo those states . 

Then I can 't give you dotes on this thing because that 

tl:ing has to be worked out, but I will t;;o to the Routh, prob&bly 

to Iowa, und confer t here with t he governors of those states west 

of the J.assissippi, that i s to say , Iowa , r:ebr11ska , Kansas , Okla:-

home a nd Missouri . 

It Kansas? Are you {;Oinrr to have i.:r . Lund on there? 

'I'liE Hlr:SIDENT : \':hy not? 

Q (I·uo . St orm) I• .. y lred . (lbugbter) 

'I'Hl!: PRESID.U''l': '!'hen , from t here we will go ea.st into t he co;r:n belt, 

\ 
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east or the Mississippi, and eonter with the Governors or Illinois, 

Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and Kentucky . Then, from there on, the 

schedule is indefinite. It depends a little on how l ong these, 

what might be called the tour locations, take. The first is the 

Dakotas , the second i s Minneso ta and Wisconsin, t he t hir d is the 

group of states ar ound I owa and t he f ourth ls the states east of 

the Mississippi. I don ' t know how long those are going to take , 

possibly one day or two days each. 

~ When you are in the Cakotas will you con fer \'lith t he Governors of , 

z,Ion tana and Wyoming? 

THE P.HESnJJn..'T: Yes . 

Q. Any otl:ers? 

TF.E PRESIDENT : No . 

~ 'l!b&t towns will these be in? 

~ ~SIDENT: No details at 611. 

Then, after the conference in-r~e states east of the Uiss-

issippi, I have no present schedule except that I heve to be in 
. 

Charlotte, Nort h Carolina, for an engagement that I ·made months 

ago , an engagement on the tenth of September . In other words , 

I may go straight from out t here in the Io:iddle West to Charlotte, 

or I may cooe back to Washington fillQ go to Charlotte, or I may go 

down to the T.v .;.. . and Big Smokies tc Charlotte. I cannot tell 

now which wuy I will get to Churlotte frcm that taddle ~·:estern 

e.re1:1 • 

That is the tenth of Septenber and the only other date i s 

the eleventh of ::>eptember, to address the Internationttl Power Con-

ference in iiashington. I will definitely be back in \'1a sh1ngt on 

.. 
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on the eleventh ot September. 

(i.el 
the 200th Anniversary ot Harvard? Q Didn't you have an engag~nt --

THE PRESIDENT: That' s t he seventeenth or eighteenth . 

Q. \'!hat is the pur pose of the visit to Charlotte ? 

THE PRESIDENT : It i s some k ind or a seven-state -- it i s a non-polit-
. 

ical seven- state homecoming meeting or something like that. 

~ Can you t ell us , s ir, about your plans next week? 

'l'HE P.!<ESIDENT: Next week I am a little vague except this: Between 

now and the twenty- fifth or twenty- sixtl': I haven ' t Illllde any deti -

nite anu final plans and I can ' t very well, except that I will 

be in Washington on Monday, Tuesday, "leduesday and probably 

Thursday . Then, between Thursday and Saturday it i s just possible 

that I lllb.y {o; O into the Pennsyl venia droU{;ht ('probe. bly meant " flood " ) 

area, but I don't !mow. But I will probably {'P.t back to P.yde Park 

1:. week from t omorrovs night -- oa turday night . 

Q Just Pennsylvania flood area? 
. 

T:i}; ??.~IDU!'l' : Yes . Sack here Saturday ni f:ht uncl then stay here, I 

think WlO hope , for a week . 3ut it might b'!! only six d£1ys . In 

other words , I may co to ' '!ash ingt on t he followinc Thursday or 

Friday so as to get more t inte on the \'!estern trip . But. I think 

you can par k your. wives with the idea o:· beini' here next !:>aturday . 

J.lL :..:.· .. ta.Y: "Check" (tho wives) , J:r . President. 

TEE ?RF'.:>I Dill;T: Ye s , "check. " (Lauehter) 

Q There ure obj e ct ions to th&t word "pa rk"; we will get them when we 

get back to the hotel. 

It I wonder whether t!le conference with t he state officiuls is to plan / 

for a cooper~tive drou~lt progr~ -- s t a t e and Federal all the 

/ 
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, 
way through? 

T!il:: PRESIDE!~: Yes, it i s . 

l.ili . £ARLY : And t his is a mo1·ninr. paper conference . 

~ (Jf.r. Storm) George (r..urno) lind myself 1:1re behind the eight- ball 

in a big way . 

1'H'!<; PHESIDEI;T : It i& e. rnornin(! paper conference. File bulletins at 

four o • clock t r.i s e fternoon . 

<\, Stendar d or daylight? 

l~ . ~Y: Standard. 

fc: I t hour:ht we settled it l&.st nicht -- ~iv e o'clock daylight. 

lR . ~A.~LY : I l e ft \/hil a t ).e a i scussion wus s till in a liquid condition . 

<;, You l eft v;hen it \ itS yow· turn to buy . {Lauf;hter) 

wife are ccminL to lunch . 

:.r. . 1:.<-~LY : They are ·her e . 

:'!~ PHJ:;~II:L!iT: .Ann t 'h i s a ft ernoon T t.n t;oinr: tc try t o r e t a r oad up 

8 steep !1ill ·nit ' 1 u g oou gr~:~de , and it i s quite a job. 

~ Huvc you ~ ne1·1 car? 

l lli: PR~SID:!::l!T't\' I did have one t!".i s S"'1rine; . 

~ 'rhat•s news to us. ',!e t houf;h'; we would write 8 little piece on it 

-
~cu:d v1 e a ll g ot & call back . 

• 
Q 'l!hat k i nd is it, a I!'ord? t 

;.:R . .L:lillLY: I t:":IOU!<.ht so l&.st night . 

TH1 PIU.:3Ir"i:r'l' : You cttn • t f O uhettcl ant! adverti se t li11 t old boy , can you? 

(Laughter) 

~ You said sor:e timE< ugo at t ne :11ite ·:ouf:"e , v:::en we \'lere discussing 

t he trip to th~ 6rou,:'1t area , t !ltt you might speuk in connection 
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with t he eeventy-ritth ann1ver~ary or the rounding or the 

llorth and ~uth Dakota States. 

T~ PRESIUm~: I haven ' t heard anything ubout i t t he last two months 

s o I suppose it' s orr. I t6lked to Tom Berry on t he ' phone t h is 

mor n i ng and he didn ' t say a nythi ng a bout it, eo I wouldn' t write 

any t hing about i t beca use ~ybe t hey are having-some kind of a 

gathering and maybe they a ren ' t . 

Q Onl y trenendous will power will keep me from filing thi s s tory unti l 

four o ' clock . 

~ ';fill t ::1ere be any addresses? 

'i'Hl:. P!GbiD~FT: Of course 1 t is nossi ble, after I !~ave -- of course , 

not :1i nF. planned but it is :oossi ble tl:E.lt I r: 11:: feel the country 

ouclJt to h&.ve a picture pai nt ed to it of l'lhat drou~Zht nea.ns . 

I don ' t know. 

;.~~ . ~..LY : ! just :~ondereu. if it wouldn 't be t: (;Ood idea to talk to 

t~1o newsna;Jerroen about t!1e number of i n vita tiona from state fai r s 

c.ncl ot~ers tryi ru_: to d r 11w gathe rin,_~s? 

THi:: ?t.ESI:JE:'!T : Aln:ost every st11t e f a ir out t l:P.re hus e.sked ne , hear -

ing I vn,s co:::-.in£ ue:;t, tc cor;:e to t he state fair and speak. In 

a _gooC. JT,IJJlY ste.tes t t e;,· :tave J::Ol itical crmd idates of various 

k inds , 
(inter posine; ) 

J • .:;t • .:J..RLY:/ Der.ocratic a nd :{epublic&n contest s - -

:'HI!. Pitl'SlL.E.llT : (interposing ) and t h ings like t hat a t t '1e state fr.irs . 

This not bein8 a political trip, I am not going to any state fairs . 

Q. hir . President , have ull your invitations to the governors gone out 

as yet? 

Ti!E ffiESIDEt\'1': t:o , because I don ' t kno\'; oy dates as yet . 
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L!R . EARLY: We will have days on the train betYieen departure trCD 
..• 

here or \'lashington before arriving in the Dakotas -- going west 

and working east. 

THE PRESIDENT: I want to see the Wes t first. 

Q I can 't ~gine any of it being Ylor se than '34. 

THE PRESID:ENT: They say it ' s worse t han t hat in the Dakotas. 

Q Because even the crab grass was dead then. 

THE PRESIDE?~: It was dead, but still there. Th i s year the grass-

hoppers came a long and removed it. 

Q The worst in history . 

THE PitF'!>Il.Jll:i;T: By the way, some body last nir:ht - - tlon' t use this be-

cause I will try to get a story for you on it . You remember 

Frank !.~cCoy who used to be attunr.ed to foreign missions, etc.? 

He said t hut he was tf1lk1ng with old can Jusserand -- he was a 

grand old boy and of course a great historian. Frank said that 

this would be worth checking, that Jusserand said to him years 

ago t hut b~ck in the days of Louis XIV of France the Loire Valley 

w11s becO!:ling a cl esert . It harl been completely cut off; the soil 
\ 

had been just milked for years. Louis XIV ar ound 1680, beins an 

absolute monarch, he started to rebuild the Loire Valley . He 

put in pipes, he nut in pasture , he out i n chec": d8.!!!s -- we call 

the~ check da~s -- end prevented t he running off of the water and 

for a periorl of some time, over 100 years betore t he French nevo-

lution, t he King of France was bringing the Loire V111ley back 

from a state of desolation to 11 state of cultivation . Of course 

the thing worked anc today it is one of the most delightful parts 

of France . It was done by hucan beings to correct the errors of 

• 
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human be1nss. 

I would l i ke somebody to check on that . I t i s an awfully 

interesti ng t hi ng. 

t::F. . EARLY: I think we can get the Stat e Department , through the 

hmerican anbassy in Paris, to g ive us u fill- in . 

T:-IE ?ltES:CEl~T: I t hink that is the best way . Vlill you start that, 

Henry (!.:r . Kannee)? I think it would be an interesting example 

to get a story on the. t . Of course the~r e.re awfully caretui about 

runoff . They save every drop of water that falls from the heavens . 

(Note: Following is the report from Paris: 

"FREKCH R3:PUBLIC 

~ "?uris, Septeober 7, 1936 

"?he Under-Becret~ry of State 

"!)ear Sir: 

"In a few words, the bu.ilding operati ons 
ordered by Louis XIV alon€ tte course of the Loire , 
are c~prised of t~e following: 

"Between the Forez plain and the F.oanne basin, 
the Loire is dee!llY -~banked between herd rocks which 
the geologists teri:l ' the carboniferous massif of Heu­
lize. • Ir. that oarticular locality it forms such 
narrow gorges , that betl;een the years 1702 ·and 1?06, 
severa l rocks had to be e~lcded by mines , so as to 
permit navigation beyond I!oanne, in the direction of 
t he 5t. : tiennE> collieries . 

"Soon after t3ese onerations were completed, 
however , in the successive yEW.:·s of 1?0?, 1709 and 1711 
extraordinary end unexpect ed inundations occurred which 
ct~.used devustations such as had not been seen since 
1608 throur hout the course of the Loire . 

"But when the meMory of this last unundation, 
which wa.s already 11 century old , had effaced itself 
from most oeoples ' minds , one begt~.n to look upon these 
catastrophes of 1707- 1711 as unprecedented events, 
ru,d t~e ide~ occurred that they mi~~t have a bearing 
on the building operations wticn aad just been com­
pleted iti the river bed above !{oanne . 
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"The rocks which had been exploded in order to 
permit the paaeage of boats were, it 1111.11 said, natural, 
veritable dams which served to retard the spreading or 
the inundations below Forez . Eye witnesses affirmed 
that these rocks, before they were done away with, had 
been obstructive and strong enough to cause tbe forma­
tion of a temporary lake in the lower part of the Forez 
plain. 

~ersuaded by his advisors that the establishing 
of t he ' New Navigati on ' was one of the causes of the 
disasters of 1707 , 1709 and 1711, Loui~ ordered dams 
to be constructed in the gorge of Roanna , which would 
&J.low boats to pass through and which , at the same time, 
would help to resist the pressure of the Loire inunda­
tions as efficaciously a t least , as ~he natural dam of 
rocks had , before they had been cleared out of t he channel. 

·~hus in 1711, the dike of Piney , which i s still 
in existence, was constructed. But this dike was no more 
successful in preventing cat astrophes parallel to t hose 
of 1707-1?11, than the natural rocks had been in 1608. 
'!'he inundation of 1?90 destroyed a quarter of Roanne; 
those of 1846 und ·1856 devastated thousands of acres, 
in spite of the construction of the dike of Piney . 

"The building opflrations , tht:tt of erecting and 
consolidating the •causeway', that is to say , the 
longitudint:tl dikes ordered by the sBEe King , were just 
t:ts ineffective i n protecting the riverside country in 
the middl e an<! lower sections of the course of the Loire. 

"Even todey t he Valley of tha Loire is not exem!'t 
fro~ danger . But it does not seem t hat the menace of 
inunct:ttions hhs ever turned the peasants away fro~ their 
exce,tionally fertil& soil. The abundance and the variety 
of its products h~:.ve been extolled since the sixteent h 
centure . '!'he expression ' gar dan o:: l<'rance ' is alreally 
cvi~ent at the time of R~s.") 

1.. In connection with this flood control trip , you ~:aren't po int? to 

Ohio bnd Connecticut? 

'l'r.L PL:::, I J)i!.] ' ? : Connecticut l 9.ter. Cf course, I am not goin~< into all 

those drou5ht stutes or E>ll the flood states . I won 't FrO to Con-

nect icut until l a ter on . I don 't know; I nav~n't worked the 

thing out. It would be only a two or three-day trip from here . 

l.l< • .:JJtl.Y: It v1oul:i be an easy t h il'_l<? to work out of her e on the 

Conna~ticut trip . 

r 
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THE P.RESI~NT: That would be very eaey -- jus~ a motor dr ive . I can 

get to Connecticut in an hour and a half from here . 

Q It is just over the line . 

THE PRESIDE!<T : I think everything is quiet. 

t~ . EARLY: Flaeh -- four o'clock! 

lilt . .3TORM: Thank you, t.:r . President. 

• 



CONFIDENTIAL 
Press Conference #314 , 
Execut1Te Off i ces of the Whi te House , 
August 11, 1936, 3 . 50 P .M. 

THE PRESI~T: Don ' t you think the boys look well? 

Q (Y~ . Young) They look a little pale . 

TlfE PP.ESIDENT: They got a_ll washed out . Had too much clam juice . 

Q (!l!r . Young) Ye~ , but the taproom sun didn't burn them any . (~ughter) 

THJ\ Plili.SIDE1'T: Seems quite u crowd fron: the length of time it takes 

(for them t o c~e in) . There isn't any news. 

C;l. Nothing? 

J,:rt . DON.U.IJGON : All in. 

'l'!fr: .PitESim.:;~r : I don ' t think t here is -ony news. You have it all . I 

ttJ.ke it every·oociy h1:1s been behuving himself. 1-.s to those who went 

with me , I can assure you thot their behaviour vres a thousand ner 

cent . 

t 4 Is Lr . : ·.or gt..n resieninr; from the head of T.V .~ . ? 

·:on:: lt-.:..:.ID:::i.7 : l!ot thnt I heard of . Been tal kin{: about all kinds of 

:plans und there v1us ro suggestion o! it . 

" c:11ve you received anyt:1ing froxr. the Budget ?.ureau on the ap':lointment 

of u coMmittee to investigate D. c . taxes? 

:~ Or to study t hl: i'isc1:1l reltJ.tions? 

7. :.c: .?h,..;)!l.,L;,T : I wus co1ne to o.sk 3ell about i t. und 1 en tirely forpot . 

I will try t o t1:1lk to '11m tomorrow about 1 t . 

~, In connect i on with your conference with the ':: .':.' ·•• · Bot.rd , wus e. 

proposition put up t o yo•t to exp&nd the T .V.1 .. activities beyond 

the present scope? 

~.!L Ph • .:.SID::t\T: :.o; never heard of it. 
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Q Could you tell us what you d i d discuss with t hem? 

TH!: PRESIDFllT: Talke d about progress of present dam work . Tal ked 

' 
a bout t he Commonwealth 1< Sout hern a greement -- e xtend ing it 

beyond t he fir st of ;.lovember . .<\Dd we talked ahout various 

munic i pal1 ties whi ch &re applic&.nts for ~ower and a lso sever a l 

ca ses where core t han one oriva t e company wants p~ver and we t alked 

about the shortafl:e of oower lll!long t he yriva t e com!)8ni es i n that 

area . I t h&s P;Ot to be quite ser i ous . 

C.. !.j,• , President , in . connection with your conference yesterday with 

.:>ecret~:~ry Swanson and -'•dmiral ~tarJ <iley, 1 s there onythinp, new t o 

'be said on the re- est abli shment o1' an ?:uropea n 1'aval Squadr on? 

Tt::: J!! ~IDJ..!o:T : I will talk off tne record . r Cb.n •t imRr ine wry lind 

how IJ.l'ly or you people t;et excited about that . There has never 

been 1:1 discussion or the establi sl~ent-of an Zuropean naval 

squadron except in the press . :'he ~~ovy Depe:.rtr:ent never had any 

thou.,;~t & bout it una neither C: i d I. 

... ::iecr etury ::ull suic he. \ IUS net unnindful of it. 

'!':... ?r.:...:;;r t,C.. ''.i.' : 'l'itbt I 5 nrobt::bl·· • J a 'OOlite way 0'' tel lin{' the ;>ress 

t he r e i s no story . 

.• J,nythin,- you cun tell us t.bout ti: i s ~3GC , OCO,OGO . ear::tarked for 

' 
P . ·:i • • , . '( 'rhore see: .. s to be a ~:·ood de!il of di scus s ion in v~:~rious 

localities t hut the~· c~>.nnot suo!'l l Y 100 , rel ief lo.ho::- und I woncered 

if t hero i s any likelihood of oodifica t ion . 

1'! .. ._' ·:-- .. ~· ,.... • • • •r.1 • 
~ ·~" _j -·• o.;)Jl, J .. l • 'I t!,i nk I tol t: ycu tr.is ct uyde ~>r.rk tho other day. 

'i'he objective of J•. :·.h. new nrojects i s to devote t''1at oortion 

culled "grunt", ·:.hich is t.n actual gift of Federal funds , to t~e 

~ount of money tha t i s spent on the pr oject for the ~uyment of 
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wages t o peopl~:~ or r tlte l'e lier roll s . Therefor e , each project 

muet stand on itH own teet. The only case where a percentage 

figure enters into t he grunt i s the limitati on or 4~~. a s a 

maxiJJ·um, of the tott.l cost ot the pr oject, 
': 

~low that means , i n effect , thi s : Thos e pr ojec t s which use 

a very lar ge amount of l abor, espec ially unskilled labor, will 

i n all pr obability be able t o Fet up t o the max iniiJI!l , wh i ch i s 

45):. Project s that r equire aln:ost ent i r ely skilled labor would 

get a much l ower percentage becfiuse t !:ere i s ~> ver y def1n1 t e 

shortbee of skilled l abor now en t he r eli ef rolls. 

But , we bre v1 i derling t he scope , wiaen i r.g the f i eld f r om 

whicll ·the indjviC:ual rr.uni c i nali t y r.ay clr&~l on its Rupply of . . 

lubor . 'For instance , in the C!.!Se of -- take 1:1 praci,icbl ill us-

tr1:1tion of u bricec th~:.t re•!uired a nunber of caisson v1orkers 

and there ~:~re no cuisson workero in town : If they we.r.t to pet 

a :Cederul -- rr. i rht call it b reiJlburser-.ent or i?l'l:lnt - - \le tre 

perfectly willin~: to hfiVC tltert t:O ;:;o or lf·O roilts away to the 

nearest locality th1:1t has a caisson worker on its relief roll s . 

In ot hel' words , they •dl) uot be ;·eoer t:.:'lhicully li!'li ted . Our 

obj ect 1~ to usc th e noOIIE'Iy to tl:1J.:e t~w :)eop'.E· off t':e relie f 

rolls . 

Is t'1e n~:<l'l ::>t . L&wrence wuter way treat y beinf! dr>.d'ten to meet 

t he objecti on~:~ of the Can~o<l i~:>n Gov er nment ? 

'rilr. l lt.:.:S IJJM-:•r : l!o; not hinr new on it . 

:~ It \'las announc!ld in C ttuw~:> tlte ni 1·ht be:f'ore l~ost th~ot one was now · 

before t h 1:.' ~tu t e f1fl!)Urtrr.ent t:!'W it was cert1:1in of' r>assa(fe before 

the next session of Congress . 

. ... 
f 
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THE P~IDENI' : That's a new one . 

Q Will you tell us i f t his expansion of that Karein wi ll eliminate 

some of the situations wher e cities haven 't received grants? 

THE PhlSI Dlll'l' : Depends entirely on the individual project. It i s a 

c~se of the individual project , not the city. 

~ Die you g ive any assurance to the delegation from Texas today with 

respect to th&t? 

'11-.1: PhESIDEI!T : I tcld the:n to find out how ~nany peopl !:: they could 

take from the relief rolls anc, if they co uld take t hem , they 

would be reimbursed to that extent. 

<;>, Any lirllitation on the d i s tance you can go for skilled workers? 

T:'-l:.-: PnM.iiDJ.l\T : I shoulll thir..Y. t he prt:cti cal consi derations 'O'nter into 

it. I don ' t chre vther e they con:€ f r on , provided tl:ey Ret to work . 

-.; Does the provision s t unci that they ere t o ( et t heir l abor frOI:I th e \. 

relief rolls? 

T!~ PH1SIO:l·lT: Yes . 

li If t hey do not em:;>loy people f r orr. the relief rolls --

'l'i!L I1tAsiD:!:.Ifr : (interposing) They p&:: t~_er.:; out of t~e por tion ;>ut ur 

by the munic i pal! ty . 

" Does t unt n.e~:~n 100;:· or 90 , ., or coul d t hey scule t hat percentage 

clo1~n in any cuse? In ot:.er words , v:oulc t hey hav e a l l the l e bor 

to come fron t ?ie reliHi' rolls? 

'!Hv; Pfd!:SIDE:.'l' : Tl!ey could emnlo~r all the l~.<bor they want out of 

the ir ovm ~:~oney f rom non-relief sources. 

~ Th~t would n.ean 45% - -

T1.!'6 .an::;,IDZl\'T.i' : (int~rrosing) 45, has nothir.f' to cio l'l i th it . Let ne 

re-stt~te H so you will all un<iersta.ne.: T~e objective is, so far 

' 
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as possible o~ course t here will be a few exceptions on projects 
• 

that wer e actua~ly appr oved , Ylhere we have a moral obligation t o 

go t hrough with them -- but on 99 out of 100 t he new 'Princ i ple will, 

apply . Let me put it anot her way : The Government will reimburse 

the municipal1 ty for fSVery dolla r t hey spend by wey of wages in 

tak i ng peopl e oft 1(he rel1e1' r oll§'. If t hey want to use their 

own money t o any ext ent putting peopl e not on t he reli ef rolls t o 

work, t hat i s all right . 'ile are pa.yi ne, t hem by reimburs ment . 

<.i, You a r e r e imbursing t hem up to 45%? 

Tr!:!: PRESIDZ!\T : Yes . 

~ Are t her e any loans to be mu~ e t o t ake care of t hose reun i c i palitie s 
' . 

t ha t can't f i na nce t hems elves? 
I 

'£'?.'•' FP.'!:SI!J~!'f : Oh , yes; t i1ey wil l ~::o li head i n t he usua l course . 

Q They can' t spend money t ha t i s not borrowed n.oney . 

THl!. PffiS JI.;EI :T : Yes . The obje ct iv e i s two- f ol d : Fi rst of e 11 , t o hel p 

t hose nunicipal i t ies t ha t cannot ge t !ldequa t e bao.k credit for one 

reason or t.not her . ..:.no t he s ecc nc i s t o em~ble municipal it ies 

t ha t cannot c;et money a t l ess t 'l:&n :'ive or s i x ner cent t o pE>t i t 

at a more reasonable r a t e . 

~ Ther e is no r eotrict i on ~laced upon t he bor rowed money? 

ThJ:; P:~::.SIDl::l?l' : l!o • 

• , !·.:x· • .Presi dent, will t he P ... :' ...... • havA pr i or ity over t he ··7.? . J.. . i n 

[.'etting people off the r elief rolls wher e ther e is only a certain 

suppl y of skilled people? 

T!-'1. Pr<ESITl!:NT : P .'II ,J\ , ha s this priority , that i f t hey go to '.I . P .I . • , 

t hey l ook t hrOUfh t he card index for t r.at particular l ocal i t y and 

i f t hey f inu X nul.lber of r oople available from t hose cards , they 

• 

• 
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are 11rmed1ately to be transferred tram W.P .A. to t he P .W.A. 

pr oject. 

~ I understood those Texas people to say that they had 35, 000 peopl e 

on the nati onal unemployment rolls -- not on relief -- and wanted 

it modified to take care ot those? 

THE PltESIDE;JT : They have 35 , 000 peonle? 

Q On the nati onal un~ployment rolls . 

~ PRESIDEJ.Ti': 't!h!l t bas happe ned to them now? 

~ They ure out of work . 

'.!'P.j<; PHl.:SID~!'r: The conferennc of L&yors says there are 500, 000 in the 

country • 

.., i . .r. President, it has lleen reported there have been sor:e disputes 

between ii . F .A. E1Dd r· ::· ,;, , over what relief l flbor is avtiilable . 

1/bose word are you roine to take in those ceses? Is Hopkins 

going 

THl;; P~IDI.;:-lT : (inter-::oRing) Give ~e e specific case . 

Ct There ~:~.re u certain n\Jlllber of ' cas~s in r:ichiEZan 1:2.nd ·• .P ,J\ , saic 

tl:erc v:ere no people b.VailELble :.,r.d P ,i: • .11. . suid there were. 

'l'Hi:: !'l-t!-S!l.l.c.!iT : Give rr.e tlae specific cases . I su;>;:>ose that " . !' .A, is 

caine its best t o fet these lists in ::!UCh shape ttat the contractor 

or ttP ~tunici-ot>lity will be t~ble to fir:c \>:htJt kind of. labor it has. 

It is a t hing t nat hus been <i.evelopiiJ€, now· over the pest six roonths . 

• 
In t he ~·irst two years , r.. skilled laborer IHHI classified as u 

"skilled laborer" ann you couldn 't tell from that v:het l-er he was 

a contrto.ctor or 1:1 brickl ayer. !'ow tb&t is beinr nut d01·m MOre 

specificr.ll:,o to tell wr.ut kind of skilled l aborer he is . 

~ On t he que stion of subsistence wages and prevuiling wages: There 



ba'Ye been a number where pre'Ya1ling wages were pai d. whereas t he 

r egulation under W.P .A. aid •subsi stence wages.• 

. THE PRESIDENT: You will find they a r e practically identical in a lmost 

every locality . 

Q If l a bor was taken f r om '1/ , P ,A. list s , arP. they to be paid subsis-

tence or prevailing wages? 

TID; PRES~T: They woulo be pe.ic the nreva1ling wage. They VIOuld 

have to be. There ere, of course , certain cases where t he ques-

tion of W&ge does enter into it. For example , I ~ve han a report 

made to me of a case oovm on the ::exica n Border. The subsistence 

wo.ge t hat is to say , t he total paid in a week for the subsis-

tence of a reli ef family -- is h i fher than the local people can 

meet if they i r·1port J.:exican labor, E.Od they have conplained that 

t hey cannot get oeople off t he rel ief rolls at i.exican labor 

prices . ; ;e are studying on th&t becttuse we don ' t propose to rey 

i.:exic&.n labor prices . ,.r_<J the san:e thin[ is true of cert~in 

portions of t ile nort her n border . ThP.y sa.y, •··~ e cl:ln 't get tr.e 

people off t he relie~ rolln," l.!:ld t hen ~<e fine} t r.ey won •t work 

!'or tLe1~ ~ t the r~:~.te tr.~y can t;e't ?ranch Can&d i&MI to c<l:!!e i n 

t>.na work for t hem . 

'!'he se.r-~: t ::~n~· h1:1s been trli~ in SOMe of the cannin.v areas 

where t hey won ' t tu!'e peoplE: off t he relief rollll -- t his was in 

(r: ew) Jersey, I t~ink t t.e -;JCOpl e won ' t c o off t he r elief r olls 

for ninety cents 11 duy. nnd so ;they compl a in , these labor coo-

trtctors , th~t the} cuo •t £at oeoul e off t he reli ef rolls , thht 

tl.ey won • t work. 

I n a i!:rec t t:'J?.Il.Y of tbeEe cases the a nswer is silr.":>ly that 
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t hey don't went to pay u tair subsistence wage, ·according to 

the stbndarda or living. ~~en you come right down to the case, 

you t~nd t~t that is the Ethiopian in the woodpile. 

Q On the dr ought questi on, i n view of the r~port that t here i s a 

food short&.ge, i s t here any likelihoOd you will do VI hat was done 

i n 19:34 and tht~.t is to r emove the tariffs on certain foodstuffs? 

THE PEESI!J'ENT: Not thttt I heard of . Thut is the second time I \\8s 

asked . I con't know who start s i t. 

~ V!s ~ t~ere any particular nhase of foreign affairS which promuted 

you ttt this tin.e to ma ke a speech on foreign affairs? 

Tl{}t~ P?.BSILUiT : I t lJ ink the only reason you can advance .i s t he t I 

haven ' t ta.lked on foreign affairs since San Diego on the four t h 

of October, 1935 . They hr e ubout cue for it. 

r •• ;it:ts your itinerary f or t he tri p t o the ~:orthv:est been \':or ked out? 

<;. .'!hen uo you t hink you ttre goine; to start? 

'1'1t'L PlU.:SID-r;, ~.l' : I think we wil l str.rt t he evening of t he twenty-fi ft h . 

'< l''rom riyde ? 1:1r k? 

Tlir~ T Jtu:.n..:r:·•r : From here . .le will f Ct out t here -- I h&.ve forF.otten 

tl.e runnine time but , r our.hly, sometime during t he L10rning of t h e 

twenty- seventh . 

~ Leave here or l ~ue Pary? 

Q, !.:r . President, --

Tffi: l'l~SIDEl'~T: (interposing) Shoot. 

Q. Have you decided what to do with :tuoddy Villae e yet? 
. 

'I'H1. P1U:SIDEN? : Not yet. 
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• 
Q Ran t here been any repor h a t all trom the French Gonl'DIIIent w1 th 

• reference to t he possibi l ity of our taking. par t i n t he non-inter-

vention pact with reference to the Spani eh situat i on? 

THE PRESID~fr: Not that I know ot . I h~d s een everythi ng up t o last 

night ; no t hi ng t hen. 

~ There i s a dispatch tram Paris saying they have been keepi ng close 

touch with the ~bassy here and there is a matter - -

THE Pk::.:SID:el~T: (interposing} I talked to Phillips last night and he 

didn't ~ention it . 

-e When are you going to name the r.:e.ritime Commission? 

'rnS PI-::lSIDENT: Just tiS soon as I can make up my mind. No pro-phecy . 

~ liow a bout Alcohol (Alcohol Control)? 

'l'! fc. f'P.ESIDEJ:T : Same t hine on .".lcohol. 

~ i:ow about t he "Interim l-ower Co=i ssion?" 

'!'HE ? itESIL:C.N':' : ~/hat i s the s itua tion? 

Q. It I': as understood. you were r,oing to name u conunission to neFotia te 

on the sale of poVIer until the leg islation --

'l'l[l; PJI'•:Sil:l!:lll' : (interposing) I think you a re ri {'."h t . .I hadn • t heard 

t~bout i t since I went av:t.y . ;-;e Vlill nt:.rre somebody i n t he next 

month or two to work a t 1 t during t he winter. Yon see , we can't 

co unyt hin£ until we get l egislation and our thou:;ht VIS.S to get 

the proposed contracts i nto such shape so t hat when we get legis-

lation we can sic n them before the noa rd is actually ready . 

~ Could you outline t he attitude of the United Stt~tes toward this 

non-intervention French program a nd what steus are to be taken 

·toward ;~merican neutrality? I 

' 
~~ ?P~IDE~T: I said I haven ' t heard anything from the French 



316 -- 10 

CoTernment. On the other thing, hasn't the State Department • 

g iven out somftthing today on the sale of airplanes? 

Q No, air. 

TP.E PHlSIDEliT: They ~Y have something for you . 

Q Are you goi nt· to involve yourself in the various controvers ies over 

the Post~stership of \'lest Point? 

TdE PKESTU~T: I don't know anything about it. 

Q !:iss Harrington i s the Postmistress of ·::est Point and the lt:rmy is 

becoming involved . (Laughter) 

There i s consider a ble t&lk going on in the neighborhood. 

It seems she i s eli g ible for reappointnent without taking the 

examination. ..n examina tion has been called so th~t t he )'lr esumJl-

tion is tb&t she is not going to be reappointed . 

-;:-:-:::.. ?R::Siu::::lrT : I don •t knov1 . You have got Me . It is ol1 right . I 

wil l t uke ttat matter up . It sounds interestin~ • 

.., :.:r . President , ti i d you t&lk to the Governor General of Canada ebout 

coest &ir defenses? 

1':~ i.-:!.Si u:.: 'T: t:o. I C!ln truthful~? say, "ro . " 

~ .:b.ve you un engage:1ent with t he r:ayor of J'hiladel ph i a before you 

go west ? 

.If! t;Ot u n:essaEe fro:r.1 hi ra a t ::yde ?ark but no upnoin t-

rnent has· been arr anged as yet . 

~ ~ny conclusion you mir.ht have reached about T. V.A. ? 

1'::E .?r!l<::.HD.I:!IT : '1' . V •".? '!e discussed that progrw. . '!'he ores en t con-

t r act goes out sometime in !:overnber and I e.rn negoti~:~t ing . 

~ T'lank you, ; . .r . President . 
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OCO&IlDDtW. 
Preu Ocmta'ftoe ~us, 
Ill tbe Pl'eddent '8. 8tud7, lf7de Park, N.Y., 
Aqut 18, US6, 11.30 A.JI. 

'lEK PBISIDil'rr: I euaeet 1D the next A41D1Dietrat1on we put up a 'Yft"/ 

n1oe little hotel here 1D at the gate and then JOU won't ha'Ye to 

10 up and down. 

~ 'lhey are liberal ependere, too. We would ha'Ye to take out a 11cenee, 

too, for the tap roCID. 

THE PRJSlDENT: I don't think there 1e any newe today at all. 

Q '!'bat' e how you started the last conference. I ha'Ye forgotten how 

IDilD7 but I had to write a bout 2500 words. 

Q Ba-.e you formally invited Governor Landon to the conference? 

THE ~lDEN.l': I haven't asked anybody yet. I am etart1ng on a scrap 

pad to work out dates and we are doing a lot of tel ephoning to find 

out distanc.es and time to get from one place to another. I think 

-
I will probably have something by day after tomorrow. 

Q That will include the suggestion that you take the Mississippi 

RiTer --

THE PRFSIDEN.l': ( 1Dterpoeing) I don • t think there 1e any chance. 

Q No chance, you say? 

THE PR!SIDEN.l': I~don 't think eo. 

Q I would like to ask a local question: Before leaving, I talked to 

Bell and he thought t~at you might be ready while up here to an-
' 

nounce that committee to study the fiscal relatione (of the Die-

trict of Co~umbia)? 

THE PRBSIDENT: Bell i~ cCID1Dg up tomorrow in the afternoon and I will 

talk to him about it. 

• 
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\ Q Is there ~iDs Dew JOU ou tell us OD the to:reip si t•Uca' 

TBl PRISIDilft': No, nothing, uoapt what you ban bad in the :papers. 

It is rwmlng along the same ft7. 

I think you can -- it I were writing the story I .,uld sar 

thia about the Kississippi, that any thoueht or mking at this time 

any very lengthy trip is probably out ot the question because I 

feel I ought not to be too ta.r away from base , 

Q With reference to foreign affairs? 

Tm: PRESID!NT: Yes. Only don 't attribute that to me. 

Q WhUe on the subject, we hear some rather discouraging reports about 

Secretary Dern . Have you heard anything overnight? 

THE PRJiSIDllNT: A repop.t yesterday afternoon. We checked up and be 

had a good day yesterday. 

' "-- Q Still 1n serious shape? 

THE PRJ!SID:D<'T: I haven't heard anything this morning. We .,uld haTe 

beard it there was anything serious. 

Q On Bell: It is very likely you would be able t o announce that 

committee arter talking with him? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. 

~ Any reaction to the tax story -- also this Chautauqua speech? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, we got a l ot or telegrams . I t hink they are all 
• 

favorable. I don't think there has been an u.n.ravorable one. 

Q Wo~ld you like to add anything else to the tax story we had the 

other day -- the one about Morgenthau•s letter? 

THE PRES IDEm.': I don • t think there is anything 1110re. I understand 

the joint committee of the Senate and House are going to meet 

right attar Labor Dey and start i~heir surver. 

) 

0 • 

( . 
I 

• 
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·. 

THE PRJSIDKN'l': No. ODe ot the srand th1D88 as that u. P. photog­

re.pher. He took • picture ot the ladles lllttlng on the wall yes­

terday. He alice up to one of the ladles he 41d not reoognlze 

and •r•. "Can I ban your name, pleaee?" She eald, "Mre. Roy 
Howard." I almost died. I thought it was awfully nlee . 

We have a l1et (ot callers ) but it isn't ready yet. Kannee 

has to do a lot ot telephoning. 

Q Did you read Ernest's (Lindley's) story? Mr. Landon is eaming here 

with a very powertul brain trust, according to Lindley. It in-

eludes a gas station operator, a local automobile dealer 

THE PRESIDENT: I think one ot the lovliest things is the human interest 

stories being written by t he representative of the New York Times. 

Q Jim Haggerty? 

THE PRESIDENT: A picture ot Jim catching fish, et cetera. It 's a 

scream. 

Q I think: Jim is a little ted up. They haven't had a real news story 

in weeks . 

Q That's an odd thing. We will s it around here and talk and usually, 

somehow, a story develops. AnotheT person will talk tor hours and 

nothing seems to suggest itself , 

THE PRESIDENT: They are up against it. And then again, a governor or 

a state has very little national news. I have a lot or national 

news, and that maims it easier. In 1932, up in Albany, before the 

J~ Walker hearing started, I tried t o sell all kinds of stories 

about what the State wae doing in the way ot the use ot land and 

• 
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' 
thtnp like that a4 1t sot •wfU117 bor1D8· 

Q 0U 7011 tell U8 Q¥th1q OOnOn'DiDS JOUr plaDII nat IIODtht 

m1 PRESIDIH'l': PraDk17, I hann•t &JJ7th1DS at all tor next aonth ex-

oept thoae two firm dat... I doD!.t mow whett.r rou ban uaed 

th• alr .. dJ. One 1a the tenth ot Sept•ber, lu Charlotte. 'l'bat 

1a the tenth, the Qreeu Paatures Ral17. 

Q It 1e a Dt1110crat1o Gre.ee Roots meetius? 

'lHE PRESIDEm': Oh, my, uo. It 1s thoroughly uon-partiean. (lAughter) 

That ls on the afternoon of the tenth of September and then, on 

the next day, I ~ve two parties in Washington. You had better 

announce only one of them; the other one isn't definite. The 

definite one is the International Power Congress. The other one 

is that we my have a meeting ot the drive tor IDnnen Needs. We 

are not sure ot that yet. 

Q Since you are talking about dates, I thought you also told us on 
' 

a previous occasion that you bad one tor September 17th or 18th. 

THE PRI!SIDENT: Those are the only dates I have . 

Q When you go west, is it toward Pierre, South Dakota, you wil~ead 

first? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. 

Q Very bad town . Rapi d City is very much better. 

Q Will you go down through the Tennessee Valley? 

THE PRESIDENT: I will go to Knoxville and through the Smokiee. 

I have one thing: I might go to this Charlotte meeting by 

way ot KnonUle and the Big faokies, which J118&ns only twelve 

hours cut ot the way. But don't announce it yet. 

Q Are you going, to Washington before going to Charlotte? 

'·tO 
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'ftll PW1Ja1'1 TN. 

Q You are l•Tluc thia 8tm.,.7 ai&b\7 

'ftll Plmlllilfr: 'Dlh ooal~a& 8aDda7 Dicbt and we will probebl7 l•n 

4et1n1 hl7 on Tueada7 nisht tor the Dakota a. 

Q (Mr. Mom) I hope I han enough aoo.,. to set '1111' 4os out of hock 

-•. 
when I set baok. a. baa apent aix week a 1n the kennel.J eo tar. 

TBB PRESIDmn': Did Bob Xint.ur ever set taken care of on hia loaa? 

Q 'Dlq are besinniz:aa to auapect aaa.th1ns. niltner 1a the second i:me. 

On a trip up here 801118 t1me ago lack O'Brien sot taken tor a hun-

dred dollars. 

TBE PRESIDENT: I will han to apeak to Qsden about it. 

MR. MciNTYRE: Where did he lose it? 

Q At the Commodore that time. 

Q We went to the Rhinebeck Fair and l ost some more. 

MR. 14ci.NTYR!: Probably find it listed (on the expens6 accounts) e.s a 

contribution . 

""'rHE PRESIDENT: I e.m afraid I e.m going to ~as the Rhinebeck Fair this 

year. 

Q Too bad. It has one of the bast stock shows I have ever seen. 

Q I want to go back and get the fourteen dollars I dropped. 

~ You haven't given us a story yet. 

TBE PRESIDENT: It is bad today and will be all the rest of the week. 

Q Anything in this conference thia morning, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q Will Mr. l"arley be up 4uriJlB the week? 

TBE PRESIDENT: I think probably before I lean Saturda7 night. 

Q 'nlere'a the ator7. 
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Q A1tq otbere ot tbe g. 1 ""' 

1 
'1'BI PIII&IDiltl'& ~ Dow OD it 18 perteot17 owioue that if be baa 

tbiDgl be azlh ,to tan up With .. that &N too TOl\aiDOUI for 

hlephon1D&, be will probabl7 1'Wl up. 

Q Did you read aQJtb1D& 1D tbe editorial about 11m' • oDe big job' 

'1'HI HUSIDIN'l': No. 

Q You had better read tbat. 

Q Ian't 1t likely tbat ecme of the State leader• will come down t o 

lie JOU? 

'1'HI PRESIDENT: I don't thlllk I han any. 

MR. MciNTYRE: We haven't any appo1Dtments so tar. 

Q (Mr. YoUDg) I hate to break up a nice gat:liering • 
• 

MR. DURNO : Thank you, Mr. President. 

' 

.. 
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OCIII'm&i'i'D.Ii Pr••• Oolltera.oe ~16, 
lJl tbe Prel14at•• Study, 1174• Park, 
AQaust 81, ln&, ~.30 P.K. 

N.Y., 
. . 

TBI PRISIDIH'r: Well, I don't believe I have ~ news. I have seen 

eTe%'7 one who bas been here. 

Q Very good itinerary. 

Tim PRESIDBm': Good ato%'7. 

YR. KciN'l'YRB: The onl7 thing that worried SteTe (Mr. Early) was that it 

ia aa hot aa the hinges ot Hell. 

THE PRESIDENT: Needn't worry about that. 

Q Mr. President, this foreign situation looks rather alarming. Have 

you any reports on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing, except what I read in the morning paper. 

Q Any mon on the part ot this country in following Great Britain in 

placing an embargo? 

THE PRESIDENT: I will have to talk about it ott the record. 

Q can we use it tor background? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, you can't. '!hat's the problem and I don't know 

what to do about it. Frankly, I don't know why the State Depart-

ment shouldn't tell you a little more about that thing they dis-

cussed w1 th you two weeks ago. You will remember _that I spilled 

the beans on them at that time and they gave you a story. That 

story •s true as far as it went but they didn't tell you the 

exact language that was used. They didn't do it because they didn't 

want to give the name ot the company. I don't know ot any reason 

wby ther lhouldn't give it to you now, so I em suggesting that you 

shoot through a query to Washington. I think: tbat is the most 

-· 
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pnoUoal .•J ot hu411aa lt. "OU't the state Depart:..Dt be 

a 11 tUe .m'e epeolflo b repr4 to the letter that .. Hilt 

to gin up the _., ot the o0111pqy but it h about the Mlerioan 

uiraeDt ot muni tiona to Spain. 

MR. Koli'HHI: Do JOU -aeet the)' u .. thia? 

C:t4 

THE PBISIDIN'l': I augeet ther query the State Department in waeh!Dgton; 

I haven't got a cop)' ot it here. 

WR. Mcllil'l'IRI: Coul4D.' t I get hold ot Bill Phillips or eanebody and 

aek him it they can't give lt to ue? 

Q I would like to break it out ot here. 

MR. MciN'l'YRR: I frankly think it ought to cCI!le tr0111 the State Depart-

JIIIBD.t. 

THE HU!SID.ENI': You can • t break it out trom here because , not having a 

copy ot it I can't tell you tae langue~ and it le one ot those 

things where you have to f ollow the language, word tor word . But 

it is dlllllil good and it went out two weeks 8£0. 

Q Anything on your callers today? 

THE PRESID!NT: You have seen them all. 

Q We saw Mr. Sawyer ot Oh.io and that is all we saw. 

'1m PR!SIDD'l': '!'here was an English clerQ1118ll -- and that 1s no news. 

Q What time does J'im get here? 

'lEE FR:!SIDENI': I don't mow. What time? Six o'clock? 

WR. KciBI'lRI: He di4D.' t know himself. 

Q How long will he stay? 

TBE PRliSIDim': I ~on•t know. We have two or three bede ready in caee 

they ehould Wieh to atop OYer but. I don •t mow that any 
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ot tha are &OiDC to. 

Q What 1e the Dature ot the conterence tonight? 

TBI PRBSIDIHT: Oh, just a senerel report; that is all. 

Q Now that you ' baTe your 1t1Dereey out or the •r• can rou giTe· us 

&IIJ 1nd1cat1one ot rour capaip trip'? 

TBI PRISIDIINT: No, because there isn't anr campaip trip scheduled. 

Q After )'OU c0111e back trom the West? 

'lEE PRliSIDENT: No; no schedule and I don't believe there will l:ie an)' 

speeches acheduled until atter the famous speech at ~rd on 

the eighteenth ot Sept~ber. 

Q Mter that? ' 

THE PRES IDENl': I don't think there will be any atter that tor same 

time. 

Q How about that pretty radio voice? Isn't it going to do a little? 

THE PRESIII!NT: There will be plenty of chances, but not politically. 

(Laughter) 

Q l; said in today's paper that you would have about six. (Laughter) 

Q Mr. President, isn't this Charlotte gathering more or less political? 

THE PRESIDENI': They assured ms it is not and I aesured them my speech 

would not be. I don't see any way or making it political. 

Q What would seven states be getting together down there for? 

MR. MciNTmE: It is a kind of homecoming. 

THE PRESIDENl': It was planned a year ago and they have been asking me 

tor a whole :year. Bob Doughton and Buljwinkle. 

Q Are :you sure it is snen states or three stat.es? 

MR. KclNTYRK: No; there are five, at least, Russ (Mr. Young). 
. ! 

Q That's a :yearl:y event? 
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Ill. MoDtiki: Bo. I think tbh 111 a apeo1al oooadon. 1uat pneNJ. 

pt-topther ill the SOuth. 

Q •ore a Pastures• wbat they call it? 

MR. Kcli'l':m&: Yea. 

Q 1..11 I UDderatand it now, there 1e not apt to be a political apeecb 

until October? 

- THI PRIBIDINT: Not the way it looks now. I don't th1Dk there will be 

any political speech until October. 

' Q Bave you received an acceptance? 

TH! PRESIDENT: When did the telegrams go out? 

Q You didn't receive any formal responses yet? 

MR. Kci.NTYRE: !Prom two or three only. Landon's would have to be ror-

warded, anyway. 

Q He told reporters he would accept in accordance with the statement 

a week or two weeks ago. 

~ PRESIDENT: Right. 

Q Isn't it rather unusual to delay ·campe.ign1Dg until October? 

THE Plm3IDENT: No. 

Q On the campaign with Al Sll1.1 th in '28 -- I was w1 th him. -- and he 

got under way in mid-August. 

THE PRBSIDENI': I know, but he wasn't President or the United States. 

Q I know that. But I think his opponent got under Mly at the same 

t:lme • 

THE PB!SIDEN!': Did he? 

Q Brother Durno could give y9u a little history. 

MR. MciNTYRE: You _diiin't get under •Y until Septeber. 

Q When Brother Roosevelt got under -.,., Brother Hoover Said 1 t wae 
• 

• 
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'1'BI PRIBIDIR'l': I hann't tt.e to prepue ~cbee. I ha4 &D awful 

tble ptUaa tbat Qeecb at Cbautauqua r~y. I at up tour 

n1sbts until one o'clock in the morning and sot bored to death 

prepariDa speeches. 

Q Bae the Maritble Ccamhsion been appointed? 

TB! PRESIDENT: Not ret. 

Q When do you expect the CCIIIRisaion that went abroad to stud)' ooopera-

tivee to return? 

THE PRXSIDElfl': I don't know; I bann' t heard, 

Q I had an 1nquirr as to whether Charles Edison had been ottered the 

post or was under consideration for the Assistant Secretarrshi p 

ot the Navy. 

THE .PRESIDEN'l' : Nothing done on any appointments. ) 
MR. DURNO: Thank rou, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: I was atre.id last night that we were going to get 

queries trcm New York because resterday atternoon, with Henrr 

Wallace, I took a great manr ot the neighbors' children and 

Siaty a.nd Buzzy across the Rip Van Winkle Bridge . 1Ve went up 

t hrough the Catskills across the River and we stopped at e hot 

dog stand and, by gosh, there must have been 500 soldiers all 

sprang out ot the bushes a.nd surrounded us while we were get-

ting hot doge and things. I suppose somebody telephoned in to 

New York that the President was in the middle ot the catskill 

!fountains, 

~ On the expanse account, when it goes in next week, it will show 

that we followed closelr behind you. (Laughter) 

• 

• • 
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' \.,; . 



' 811 -- 6 . 

Q WMre 11 the Rip Vu W1Dkle Bl'1c1ce' 

'ml PBIBIDI&i: tJp at Catekil.l. It wae ~14 a ,..IU' 1.&0• I bad 

nner been OTer 1t ud I wa.ted to ••• U and so aoroee ud 111 

thie "Snen Statee nn." It ie called that but JOU ou only 

... tiTe. It'e all right. 

Q. Bow tu up the rinr 11 that? .t 

'lEE PBISID!NT: About thirty milee. 

Q Wbare did you -~ut Henry (See. Wallace) on the train? 

THE :ER!SIDIN'I': At Hudeon. 

MR. MoiN'l'lRE: Is Henry going to start out w1 th ue? 

THE PRESID»l'T: I think: eo. 

Q. Who else will be in your party? 

THE PRESIDI!NT: Hopkins (Mr. Harry" Hopkins). 

Q. How about a Reclamation man? 

MR. MciNTYRE: One going but he bas not been selected . 

TITE PRESIDENT: .Then, or course , we meet that Great Plains Ccmmittee, 

which has people rrom all those agencies on it. We meet th«m 

out there. 

Q. Where? 

THE PR!SIDI!NT: Don't know yet • 

Q. Anybody !rom Ickes' ortice? 

THE PRESIDENI': No, but he has a man out there on the Greet Plaine 

Committee. 

Q. Where do you plan to meet the Committee? 

THE PllliSIDmT: I don •t know. BiiiiD&l'clc or Pierre. 

Q. Ie Cooke the chairman or tbat? 

'nfE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

·. ' 

.( 'L 
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~ 'l'he, an wort1111 up thro\llb there DOW. 

IIR. lloD'l'Di: Y... I wind liim 7eaterda7 and told him when we would 

be in Bi~k. 

Q What are 70u goillg to do at Mount Rwlhlllore? 

'1HE PRIBIDliR'l':_Spe~d a quiet Sun4&7. Then that pute us back here 

S&turda7 morning. .And. ot oouree. 1t it h neceea&r)' to go to 

Waahington 1netee.d or trom Indianapolis to here. I will go etraiaht 

trom Indianapolh to Washington. But. it thines are quiet, as thq 

are now. I will probably come here. 

Q How long will you stay here? Just OTer the week end? 

THE PRESIDENT: Suet tor the week end. and go back on Monda7. 

MR. DURNO: Thank: you again, Mr. President. 

• 
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CCIInDa'1'W. 
Pren CODterenoe #Sl'l, 
becuUTe ottioee ot t)Je 'Illite Bouee, 
Aucuat 2:5, 1V216, ,.OCS P.M. 

(Senator Black wee preeent at thie CCmterenoe.) 

THE PRIBID.IN'l': J.re JOU going along, RWis (Kr. Young)? 

Q (Mr. Young) No, I am not. 

THS PRBSIDl!NT: You could. 

Q (Mr. YoUD.g) George and I epent tbree monthe with Coolidge and we 

are afraid to go back. 

THE PRESIDI!NT: Where? 

Q (Mr. YoUD.g) Rapid City. 

THE PRESIDENT: Did you say- "Rapid City"? 

Q (Mr. YoUD.g) Yes, Rapid. 

Q (Miss l"leeaon) What 1e that man doing there? (Referring to sena­

t or Black) 

THE PRESIDEm': I don't know, :yet. 

JilR. DCNALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: I happen t o bava two or tbree things today. In the 

first place, I think you probably know about the 1936 and 1937 

cr op production loans. We amended the Order the other day- to 

increase the llmi t tran $200. to $400. on winter wheat, which 

will be sufficient to take care ot the winter wheat planting 

this tall. The farmers in the drought areas are being taken 

care ot through three dittere.nt organizations -- the -.ergency 

crop and teed loan otticee, which is what they call the seed-

loan thi.ng, will loan tuDds tor crop production purposes to , 

those tanners who A&ve no other soaroe ot credit aDd are not 
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clients ot the a. .. ttl.-nt '""'"'•tntlOD. 'l'he Re•ettl•ent 

A""1nS •tntion 11111 .ate loane tor crop production purpoeee to 

t~o .. tum.ere who are beiq aui8tecl bf the Rural Rehabil1 tation 

Dhision IU14 will -ka loane tor pe.eture and forage crope through­

out the drought aree tor tarmere who need euoh aeeietance. 'l'he 

problem 1e camplicated by the tact tbat a good deal ot grain 

being h81'Teeted bae to be ted by tarmars to lhestock, tbat grain 

being grain that ought to have been held for next year's crop 

planting, which means that we will have, in the spring of 1937, 

without much question, to .ate additional grants tor the spring 

crops, which will be done. 

Q In the spring of '37? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q It will be done? 

THE PRESIDENT: It will be done. 

Q By whom? 

THE ~IDENT: The Congress. I got you there. 

On the employment situation, I have allotted a million, five 

hundred thousand dollars tor the use ot the u. s. ~ployment Serv­

ice in _the Department of Labor. This is to provide for the immed­

iate checking up of and bringing down to date of the occupational 

classifications of workers who have been employed under the pro­

gram ot the Works Progress Administration and I think there will 

be, probably, a further general announcement to everybody on that. 

The easiest way to put it is that the Empl~ent Service has been 

increasingly useful in prOTiding people tor private employers but 

they have found that . the records in the individual cases have not 
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bHn •Uataoto1'7. It is to iaproYe the 11ldi't'idual. record ot 

the illdl'W'14ual W.P.A. worker tbat this aODeT h to be apent, ao 

that the proepecUn -.ployer will get a better picture ot the 

JIIIUl that be ~te to employ. 'l'bat lnTOlTee, of course, wbat they 

call •re-1nt&rT181fl!l. • sane ot those carda are a year or a year 

and a halt or two years old and, ln the meantime, an lndi'W'idual 

may haTe gained a good deal or experience 1n trade occupation 

and be a much more Taluable man tor priTate employment than the 

ca.rd, which i s out-of-date, would show. 

Q Wouldn 't that also otter an opportunity to check on people who 

don ' t deserve to be on the relief rolls, in connection with this 

report from New York? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , and that seems to be properly the function or 

the U. s . Employment Service working in conjunction with t he 

State Employment Service in those states that have state employ-

ment services. 

Q Have you any idea of how many employees will be involved in this 

check-up business? 

THE PRESIDENT: Everybody on t he W .P .A. rolls. 

Q How lll.8lly? 

THE ?RESIDENT: You will have . to get t he figures on t hat. Roughly , 

2,400 ,000 . 

Q How many peopl e employed in thb work? 

THE PRESlDENI': I don't know. 

Q Regular employees of. the Department or tabor? 

THE PRl!SlDENI': You bad better askthe Elllployment Service. 

Q Has tbere been any time set for the completion or that? 

I : ( ~ 2 .. ..., 



119 - 6 

I aa eGrTJ to haTe to hll JOU that Aabeaudor Str.ua baa 

been ocapelled to resi&Jl beoauee ot hie health. He 111 to take 

a ccsplete rest tor lix month• and Stne has bia letter to ae 

and Jll1 letter to him. 

On the question ot tilling his place, don't do any gue .. ins 

because) ae ~ told you all a little While ago, it is an exceed­

ingly embarrassing thing on account ot the necessity ot getting 

what they call an "agrement" trom the other side. It would be 

e.wf'ul.ly d itticul t if an individual' e name was sent in and be 

happened to be turned down and it was known that he had been 

turned down. In other words, it is always a confidential mat-

ter. You will hear about his appointment in the next two or 

three days. 

Q. I would like to ask tor enlightenment about all this speculation 

about the recent conferences with Morgenthau about the fiscal 

condition of the Government, and taxes, and also the rather 

peculiar speculation as to the sincerity or the tax program? 

THE ~RESID~T: or c<;>uree the source of the speculation as to the 

sincerity is obTious and needn't be mentioned again . The tact 

remains tbat the letter from the Secretary •s written in good 

rai th and meant, in plain English, whAt it said. No further 

comments 6n that. 

Howner, the generhl picture of the finances is increas-

ingly better. I might say that each week or each month they are 

detinitely b etter than the est~tes of laat January and deri-

nitely better than the estt.atea of last June. That was one ot 

I :4 ·3 . -' 
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the ~hlap I t&lke4 to Saator Gla•• about who be wae ill here 

~oclay. 

Doll 't besi~ to apeoulah Oil tlprea becauae nobo47 hae &DJ 

t1cur••. It h a ablple 'i'lalll tact that the tu: recelpta are 

coming 1D ln larser Yolu.e than we had expected and that the 

expendl ~urea or the Go'Yerm81lt are go in£ out 1n leas Yolume than 

" had expected. That h all to be•id on it, one way or the 

other. 

Q 'lbat is the subject you have been d1scuas11lg with Morgentbau and 

Bell? 

THE PRESIDJ!NT: Yes. 

Q In that connection, do you expect to submit a revised budget 

estimate, as you di d last year? 

'lEE PRESIDENT: Oh, there will be in the course ot the next week or 

ten days the usual checkup. That i s not a budget estimete. 

That is an estimate ot the expenditures and receipts tor the 

current fiscal year. I think Bell will giYe them out in the 

course ot the next week. 

Q There has been a lot ot guessing and uncertainty as to the Public 

Works program -- t he three hundred million dollars -- on the regu­

lations. can you tell us what the new regulations are? 

THE PRESIDEl\"T: Just finished a conference on the next step. We are 

goill8 ahead recheckill8 enry project. This is the first step ot 

two principles. I th ink I mentioned tham both before. The tirat 

relates to those communities which, in good taith , held municipal 

elections to aut horize the expenditure ot city money or the issu­

ance or bonds tor a new project in expectation that P.W.A. would 



tul'Dilh the lftDt. 'ftlwe ue a n~er ot o,..'D1t1 .. wb1oh 

nnt through thoH th1na• 1D sood faith u4 we t•l there 11 a 

moral obl1pt1on to OU'T7 that through. 

The second oatesorr relates to those mun1o1palit1ee that oan 

take, tor the amount or the srant, people ott the relief rolla 

aub.atantially to the amount ot the grant. l"or inetance, I juet 

went through a book and •• haTe approTed -- we didn't total the 

-· figures but I mould aay, otthand, this week, between three and 

tiTe million dollars ot projects where the grant will be spent 

practically in toto 8~, 90%, 9~ tor the payment ot wages to 

people taken trom the relief rolla. There are a number ot other 

projects which may come into that category on a recheck. That 

ties in with ¥< hat I have just talked about on t he reclassitica-

tiona ot, especially, the skilled workers because a community 

that wants t o build a schoolhouse, tor instance, may not have 

enough first-class c~rpenters on the relief rolls ot its own cam-

munity but, by going to the Employment Service they could find 

the additional number or carpenters on the relief rolls ot a 

neighboring community. And, as fast as those comnunities can, on 

a recheck, show us that they will take a substantial proportion 

ot all the grant money to take the people trom the relief r olls , 

these projects will go through . 

Now, as I say, today we approved roughly between three and 

five million, which will go thrqugh. 

Q Ordinarily thht is on the 45% they will have to take ott the relief 

rolls. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. For instance, on a hundred thousand dollar pr oject 
r 
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they will Jla7 '~ &D4 we will ~1Te the ~. .. 
Q PrOTided tht!Y spend tbat Oil wages for people? 

THJ: PRISIDBNT: For people. tram the relief ..rolla. 

Q It bas been figured that the total coat of labor Oil a public works 

job rune about ~. I believe that is the figure, and therefore 

it would be 1mpoeeible to use perhaps more than 10 or 1' per cent 

of the total coat tor relief labor. 

TI::IE PRESIDENT: Why, 1t it runs ~~ t or labor, should it only run l~? 

Q Because that would be divided between the Federal contribution and 

the local contribution. 

THE PRESIDENT: Why shouldn't the Federal contribution go entirely to 

the 35% of labor? 

Q That is what I have been wondering about . I nev~r heard it discUBsed 

from that angle. 

THE PRESIDENT: After all, if they take our Federal money , which is a 

gift, and spend all of it for payiD£ the wages ot people on relief 

rolls, we don't care where the 55rh that the city puts up goes to, 

They can spend it on concrete and steel and anythin~ else. All 

we a re worrying about i s the labor that come s from the relief 

r olls . 

Q You &aid you discussed that, as one thing, with Senator Glass. 

I 
What were the other t hings you talked about this morning? 

TKE PRFSD>ENT: We talked about the failure of the Conerees to pass the 

legislation I suggested creating, in the Mint, a division tor mak­

ing commemorative medals instead of fifty-cent pieces. 

Q Did you discuss the possibility of his making a campaign speech? 

THE PR:SSIDKNT: No. We talked about lots of other thines, 

• 
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, Q You MJ there were other thl.Daa bNidea thaU 

'!HI PRISlDiNT: Tlwre wre lots of tllem. 

Sl' - I 

Q It would be 1ntereat1Dg to mow, it it 1a proper to ... t. 

'l'HI PRISIDENT: lPred (Mr. l~aaey), at another tiJM I will han to han 

a •tenographer present. I don't r111uJmb~r the DOW. (Laughter) 

Q Kr. President, are you going to haTe the Maritime COIIIdaaion for 

u.a pretty aoon? 

THB PRISIDXNT: I don't know. 

Q. 'lhi.nk you will have it before you leave tonight? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q The New York papers today have you going t o address the Convention 

in Syracuse on the 28th ot September? 

THE PRESIDJ!Nr: Not t hat I know of. The 28th of September? That is 

the date I am due here to watch the Gold Cup motorboat races. 

I don 't know. I haven ' t thought of the 28th ot September. 

Q. Hull •s scheduled to have lunch with you today. Did you talk 

about --

THE PR.l!SIDENr: (interposing) J'ust about a great many thiDgs. Daily 

checkup. 

Q Mr. President, have you gi~en any attention yet to the personnel 
~ 

ot the group going to Buenos Aires tor the Pan-American Conference? 

THE PRESIDmT : No; haven't discussed it at all. Probably won't untU 

well on towards the end ot next month. 

Q. It was Secretary Ickes hil11self who suggested that a me.ximum of 3~ 

could be used for labor. Under those conditione, won't it be 

possible to haTe a 45% grant? 

THE PRESIDENr: No. It depenAa on the project. For example, we haTe 

' 



098 
... 

s1Ten .oney to aner projeota where the total UIOWlt. ot labor 
\ 

•• ~ ot the total oos~ ot ths project. On the other band. 

a steel bridge -- the cost ot •ctual labor •1 not run to a:> or 

22 per cent. 

Q The Secretary. discueaing it this week. said that the aTerase 

grant under these regulations. taking in all classes. would be 

only a 10% grant. That • on 'the aTerage. there could be no 4!5-!5!5 

per cent grant; that on the average it would be 1~. 

THE ~IDENI': Samebody's arithmetic is wrong on this. I think there 

is a misapprehension somewhere on that . There are certain projects, 

it is perfectly true, where our contribution might be as low as 

10%; a project, for instance, where common labor was the only sup-

ply on the relief rolls in the vicinity, where t here was nothing 

other than common labor within 500 miles and that common labor 

amounted to only 10% ot the project. That is perfectly possible. 

Q Do you feel confident that the entire three hundred million dollars 

can be used under t hese regulations? 

THE HUSIDENT : I haven't the faintest idea. I am only going ahead 

with it as they quality. 

Q Were the Governor of Michigan and Senator Vandenberg among those 

invited? 
, 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes. 

Q Do you know when the Great Plains Drought Committee will be able 

to make a report on the Greut Plains drought? 

'll1E PRESIDENT: As soon as they report to me at BiSIIIIU'ck on 'lbursday. 

Q HaTe you any comment to make on Senator Couzens' statement urging 

your election? 

r-
) 
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,. . TB1 PRISIDEN'l': No. (Laushter) 

I Q D14 Secretary loltea express confidence to 701,1 today that a pro-

gram could be carried under these regulations? He expreeaed 

extreme doubt l ast week. 

THE PRBSIDENl': All we can do 1s to go ahead with the projects aa they 

quality. 

Q HaYe you taken any action on the proposal of tour Senators that au~-

plus crops be purchased to distribute in the West? 

THE PRESIDENT: Haven't heard of it. 

Q The Senators of F'lorida and Texas. 

THE PRESIDENT: Didn't California come into it? Weren't Hiram Johnson 

and McAdoo in it? It's a new one on me. I never heard of it. 

Q Was Senator Dickinson one ot .those invited? 

THE PRESIDENT: I ass \.me so. All Senators supposed to have been 

i nvited. 

Q Any specific reference to the coin thing? 

THE PRESIDENT: There is only one thing that can be done in the absence 

of a law: If t hey will pay tor the cost or the die and the cost 

of running off the medallions, the Treasury can do it without any 

further legislation. But, if they wan! a coin, they will have to 

get legislation in January. 

Q That's right. 

Q Thank you, ~~ . President. 

' 
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MR. DONAlDSON: All in. 

\ 

Q Mr. President, you had a conference recently with Mr. Willkie, of 

the Commonwealth & Southern, and Arkwright, of the Georgia Power 

Company , regarding the TVA contract which expirea in November? 

THE PRESIDENT: ·we talked about two separate things : One was a pro-

posed conference a little bit later on in regard to the possi-

bility in the whole TVA area of working out some kind of grid 

system of transmission . It is only in a very much preliminary 

stage , even as to conversatio~, but we are talking of the possi-

bility of a grid system for the transmission of power. 

The other one related to the specific contract between the 

Tennessee Pow!3r Company, I think, and the TVA which expires 

I have forgotten when the end of October or the first of 

November . 

Q November third. 

T".til:: :ERESIDEHT: And we talked about the possibility, because the 

thing is more or less tied u~ in the larger question, of extend-

ing the contract temporarily until we could go into the whole 

thing more thoroughly . 

Q Would your grid system tie in with private utilities? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , yes. 
' 

Q VIas any agreement reached for extending the contracts? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I said I would take the matter up and send a · 

memo to the Tennessee Valley Authority. I don 't think I hav~ 
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he&rd·&QJthlDs aince then and it ia about ten daya ago. 
I 

Q Waan•t that the Alabama Power Company -- not the Tennessee? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think you are right. It was the Al~bama Power 
r 

Company. 

Q Do you expect to visit any part or the TVA project on this trip? 

THE PRESIDl!NT: I don't think eo. 
I 

Q Not even the Hiawassee Dam? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. 

Q It 1e on the way to where you are going a.nd they expect you to 

visit it. 

THE PRESIDENT: Then I probably will. 

Q (!.:.r. Storm) I see, tt.r. President, you are studying ''Waste." 

THE PRESIDEtTT: It is well worth reading; it is an -awfully interesting 

little book. I was reading it last night. I've got various 

books here, one called. "Be.drock Borer" but I haven't got to that 

yet. Tbis little book, "Waste," has got some significant passage~ 

in it, but I will have to read aloud. For instance, here's one --

Q (Miss l"leeson) (interposing) Is this "'-'Taste" or "Borer"? 

THE PRESID»!T: This is "'.'!aste." (Reading) "Money comes not only out 

of doing more business; money comes also out or not suffering 

losses." This is a gem of speech. And then he (the author) talks 

of human waste. (Reading) "In the same way, the cost of giving 

10f 

a young man good health and good training is paid out of not having 

to lock him up in an asylum or a jail at public expense." That is 

something we can all remember -- one way of keeping out of jail. 

(Reading) "The money to pay for good things comes out of not hav-

ing to pay for loss and disaster. Soil erosion losses to date are 
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anr ~ billion dollara 1n money nlues." 

Ot oourae. be is awfully low on that. ln the course ot 300 

years. the soil erosion loss is infinitely more than ten billion 

dollars. 

Q Who is the author? 

THE PRESIDENT: David Cuabman Coyle. (Reading) "Yihen we look ahead 

to the tuture or OW[ country we are t.orced to decide whether we 

are willing to invest money in building up the strength and 

security of the nation. Or shall we insist on holding tight to 

our n.oney -- even though the wealth it is supposed to represent 

slips away from us?" It is a grand book. You ought to read it. 

Q Wasn't Mr. Cushnlfin one of the gentlemen named by Dr. V11rt? 

THE PRESIDENT: \'/ho is he? 

Q. (Miss Fleeson) The.t's right. (Laughter) 

~ He is the dinner guest. 

TiHE PRESID~: That's years &nd years .ago . 

Q Can you give us some of your ideas on the subject of waste? 

T'rlE PRESID~iT: There hre some pretty good lines in there. \'!e have 

bad an experi~nce the past ten days trying to stop waste. 

~ Any of the diplomatic app6int1r.ents any closer? The Under Secretary 

(of State) or e.n ambassador? 

THE PP~ID~~: No, I haven't thought of them at all. I hope I shall 

have th!i t Shipping Board (l.~ari time COI:Jmission) going inside ot a 

week. 

Q. The report s that you woulc hole that off until attar Election are 

not serious? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

•. 
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Q. There waa. a report that Secretary Marvin Hunter Mcintyre was goillg 

to be named to that Commission. Can you clear that up for ua 

today? 

Tl!E._PRESID~'T: \'/ell, I could say this: . that he has proveC. to me many 

times that he does not know the bow from the stern of a ship and 

therefore he might be thoroughly valuable. However, he does know 

where the roll is. (Laughter) 

Q. I think he OlJ€ht to be allowed to talk back. 

Q There was a report that :r.~a.rvin Hunter fl~cintyre might sing in the 

Press Club ~showboat.~ 

~03 

THE PRESIDENT: ~showboat.~ That's it! That is part of his candidacy. 

{Laughter) 

Q. Mr . President, have you discussed with the Stute Department the plan 

of bringi~g the American warships home from Spanish waters? 

THI PRESIDENT: The OKliJIOMA is on the way home, isn't she? 

Q. Yes, the OKUJ:iOMt. is on the way home . 

THE PRESI.C:El'iT: That is the only thing I have heard. 

Q. We still have four over there? 

'I"!G PRESDJf.NT: . Yes; I httven 't heard of any change. 

Q Governor Landon seid , after meeting you in Des Hoine.s, that he 
, 

thought you were a very fine gentleman. ''iha t do you t. h ink of h ill1? 

TH}: PRESID~IT: I reciprocate. 

Q. Have you had any further conversation w1 th Secretary Ickes r egard-
' 

ing FWh selections? 

M PRESID~;T: Another long list approved today. I think it is about 

seven million dollars. 

~. Have you taken any action in the last few days concerning the detects 



:ne -- ~ 104 

in battleships? 
• I 

THE PRFSIDENT: Haven't heard a word (about it. 

~ These projects today and the ones before came tram the old money? 
. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think some of them today came fran the new money. 

It depends; tor instance , suppose we take a hypothetical case: 

I approved the seven million today t o come out ot new money. 

Suppose next week we canceled tour millions ot old allocations. 

We would transfer t our millions of the new money over t o the old , 

the object being to use up the old money first. 

Q Anythin@: you can give us about your campaign plans? 

THE PRESIDENT: Fred (Essary), I haven't the faintest idea , literally • 
• 

I have another dt1te, t he 29th of Septen;be1·, at Syracuse . 

Q 28th or 29th? 

THK PRESIDll~T: 29th , and t hen come back here that night . 

~ SttLrt ing west then, fron there? 

THE H-!ESIDENT: I have no i dea. 

~ You will make a speech at Syracuse? 

nm PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q. Will you go to Syracuse tron: Hyde Park? 

THE PHESIDENT: I think so . 

Q Th&t speech will be pol itical, won ' t it? 

THK PRESIDENT: Oh , no . (Laughter) 

Q Non-partisan? (Laughter} 

Q Vfuen will the political phase of the campaign start? 

THE PRESILENT: That may be January 3rd. (Laughter) 

~ January 3rd? 

THE PHESI DENT: Doesn • t Congress meet then? 
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Q It 1e the 4th (or J'anuary) this year. 

'JliE PRESIDDIT: Fourth; that 1a right. I am wrong; it is the fourth. 

~ 
Q Did you read Walter Lippma~s column this morning? 

THE ffiESIDJ!:n': No. Did he start this morning? 

Q I ~ afraid he endorsed Governor Landon. 

'I'.HK PRESIDENT: I didn't know he had started again . He must have bad 

a good holiday, then. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. Pres1 dent • 

THE PP.ESIDENT: I will be back Friday and we will have a party Friday 

morning and I will tell you all about the· Great Smokiea. 

Q Ten o'clock? 

THE .PRESIDENT: ~ea . 

, 
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