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~ Do you think you can get e t icket ( t o your Inaugural) ? 

THE PRESI DENT : It is all very nice about thi s stor y of sendi ng me a 

ti cket. There was not any t i cket enclosed . In th~t invitat ion 

to my Inaugural they did not enclose a ticket. (Laughter ) 

MR. lJONALTh.SON: All in . 

Till:: PRESI DEI>JT : I don ' t t :tiak there is any news at all today . 

Q. Mr . Presi dent, c&n you tel l us a.bout any prospects of a new St. 

Lawrence Tre;;at y , or VJbether any considera tion has been g iven to 

incluo:line t he Niaear a Falls Pov;er and Improvement work in it? 

THE P.RESIDEIH': I read a story t.ais morning and , of course , it is just 

one of those things . The st ory is a factual story that goes about 

n i nety perce.nt further tllac. there is any justification for . <·.nat 

has hRppened is this: Per·f~ctly i nf0rrne.lly v!e have been t al k i:.113 

wi tll the Canadian Government in regar:l to the lJOssibility of d.i s -

cussine the quest i ·:m of the St . Lav:r ence . Now t l!Ht , l1 teral ly , 

i s as f ar as we have got e nd t her e isn ' t another thing . I t i s 

t he quest ion of the St . Lawrence -- I am not r efer r inc.; t o specific 
. 

tr&eties -- end the question of the St , Ltrnrer.tce. of course , in-

el udes any one of the trea ties , such as the Great L~kes , 9nn it 

i ncludes the ~uestion of Niagara Falls . It i s t i1e whole t hi ng , 

You cau call it t~e a r ea from the headlakes of (Lake) Superi or 

f r om Duluth down t o the Montreal tidewater. That is as far a s 

anybody has got . I coul•l not writ e ·anythi ng mor e than t ha t be-

cause there isn ' t anything more to say. 
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~ Then t here is not likely to he any trdaty submitted at this session 

ot Congress? 

THE PRESIDENI': I honestly haven 't got any i dea . In other words, we 

are talking about whether we will have conversations . 

Q. Have you decided whether or not the Government employees will have 

January twentieth as a holiday? 

TRE PRESIDENT : I think it is in the law. 

Q Is it? 

THE PRESIDENI': So they tell ·me . 

MR. EARLY: In th~District of Columbia . 

't · \1.'111 you make the Mariti::ne Commlssion appointment soon? 

T!-ll: PRESIDENr: I don tt .!-:nov: ',·;hen . As soon as I can . 

q, Do you care to say anyt hiue about the story tho.t you Are calling 

an economic conference v:i th France and Great Britain? 

THE PRESIDENI': Of course there is not a v.ord of truth in it . I don t t 

kuov: hov; a thine like t hat gets st·arted . Sir Va.lter Runciman is 

comine; over here . He has been (plannin::: to) com(;; over here on a 

holiday -- I think the thing was planned two or three months ago 

and when he comes here be will come to see me . But he is over 

here on a holiday anu he. is coming to see l !le as e personal friend 

end that is all there is to H . 

Q Can you tell us anythins about your discussion with SecretBry ~:or-

genthau ru~d the Che.i.:::-:man of the r.c.c. 0n railroatl practice? 

THE PRESIDEI>ll': I do not think there is anything Ulore than thfl Chair-

man told you when he went out . That is about all there was . 

· ~ No decision? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no. 

, 
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Q Yr. President, it has been ~ested that the two new battleships 

may be named the MAINE and VERMONI'? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I will t ell you a s t ory i f you won ' t at tribute it 

t o me -- it you will attribute it to some wholly out s i de source. 

Almost off t he r ecord - - I think it i s a good columnist story. 

Freddie Hale (Senator Rale ) - - ot course I have known Freddie ever 

since "'e ~::e boys. I s tartled the entire end of our table by 

saying that we have the most awi'ul protocol question -- it_ w&.s at 

the Speaker ' s Dinner - - and I said there was an Ambassador from 

Maine and there was a Question of where he shoul d be placed and 

which one should come first . ( Laught~r) 

Q. Vloul d it then be l ec:;al t o name the bat tleships llAINE and VERMONI'? 

THE PRESIDD"H': V.oulit it be legal? 

Q. Yes . 

T~ rr.r:)IDENI' : I do not know the st.;:tus of it . I am inclined to t!link 
~ 

that battleships have to be named after stntes . 

~~ That w1:1s whet I wfls r~f0rring to . 

T:.rr: ?RESIDENI': Nuff said . 

~ Have you fixed a time v:hen you will send the ::eUon Art ~usewu to 

Conc;ress? 

THE PRESIDB.rl' : I hcve not heard from the Attorney Gen!'!r'.ll anr. !.-:r . 

liiell on ' s representative . They have been workine on it end I will 

send it up just as soon as I get their report . It may come any 

.., day now, I should think . 

Q Thank you , t~. President . 
' 
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l:R . GOD\'llN : (Referring to Inauguration Day Address) Did you have 

any ill effects? Did you get a cold? 

THE PR:SIDEHT: liot & sicn of one. Charlie (!Liche lson) got one. 

Q. Steve (:Larly) st~-id that you wore out t'•:o silk hats . 

Q Thut \'.'HS about the all- tine high of bad weather . 

'l'H:..: PlSSID~:T : I think 1 t Has . 

i;en, .iude int: b:: the looks of :people , I should say 

you coulc tah~ it, too . (Luu€hter) 

~ :7oth in~ but ~ little rui n . 

Yes . I don't thin}: ther e is uny pbrticul::.r :1ews this 

P:ornin>t . I a::. senC.i n: up a r.:e SS!:lf;e ec.rl:r next l':eek on no tural 

rescurces -- I cannot t ell you n:ore ~. bout it r t the present 

nomen t because I lu.ve fort:ot ten whether i t i s v:~ter or dro~ht . 

(Lauf- hter) 

~ Isn 't it that conservation plan? 

till. 

,­.:es. Ctl.er l<i se J don •t thin:·: there i s anythi!lg at 

<,: r.uve you anythint-· t o suy ubout thi s autonobile s trH:e situation 

us it developed overni~ht? 

Tl[!; PRI:..,IDl:::T : I have no furt:ter news than v:ha t you have e-ot . Of 

course I t h ink tha t, in the inte rests of peace , there con:.e 

n:oments when st&tement s , conversta.tions end hee.dlines a re not 

in order . (Laughter) There~ore, htv ing no news I don ' t think 

• 
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I will say anything turther. 

~ Do you plan to intervene in the automob ile strike? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think I have already answered the quest ion. . . 
~ Did you read Er. Lewis' sta tement? 

THE PRESIDE1~ : I have alre~dy a nswered the question . 

L>R . EARLY: !.:ay that one sent ence be directly quoted? 

(The Presi dent ' s answer, "Of course I think that, i n the inter-

ests of :?eace , there cone rr.orents when statements , converse-

tions and headlines a re not in order," was r ead to the Press 

by the st enographer.) 

Q. Thut sentence tl.liy be quoted? 

T:-!:: l'lGil .. :.JsT: Yes . 

'(, ·.:111 you see the British r.:ember of the Board of ':'rt:.de tomorrow or 

today? 

TE:. :ri:.l...:. I:.JC.::'l' : Ro , l.r . i-:unci~lEin is coming tomorrow. I th i nk he is 

cou1in~ just t.rter lunch t..nC. staying unt il lf.onday . 

~ :.J' , !'resident, c~n you tell us anythi.ng about the :possibil i t y of 

building a Government a uditorium here for such u day us l ast 

J!:.nu~:>ry tv.ent ieth? 

Tlr p::..- · -rr ·~·T - -~.i.oi.:>.J.-:... : "'ui t6 ~:tfide fror.: this lest Jam.w.ry twentieth there 

have been quite & number of occasions that h£1ve s~own the need 

of n lar~;:er "'udi t ori urn in ·.:ash i ngton. Do you remember the 

pt:.rty when they q<l to h~:.ve overflow meetings in Constitution 

HtJ.ll bect:.use t here ...:&su ' t ony ple! ce biF e ncurh to t ake care of 

t.ll of them? ·.:e lu!.ve tulked about it f or u long t i me . I t is 

a very desirable thint. for t he Goverlllll'lnt to have one very large 

1 
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auditorium in \'fashington. 

On the other hand, it is a question of what comes first 

und , i n the present condition of th ings, you can take, for 

example, the .\rrtry . The .o\rmy is today, :t think, i n twenty- two 

different buildi ngs , most of t hera rented. Probably it is more 

important to house some of our people , Goverl'lJlent wor ker s , than 

it is to build an E.uditor~u.'!l . If v:e had eno~h rroney to build 

both , I would be clelighted to build both . 

I an. ;·;or kin( :;,t the p::-esent t L-:e on & ":~len , \:hich is a ll 

a part of t he gener al plc..nning idea , that list s the needs of 

the Government in t he 'l .. ay of build inps in t he District of 

Colunbia . H is a roore or less bforrcc.l r e>1ort thut would be 

sent to tha r.ppropri~tion~ Coamittees of both rbuses , the 

thoutht being tru..t it \IOUld ~lan to spend a certain E.J:\Ount of 

r1oney each year for perhaps ten yes.rs . I t!11nk t here have been 

plans of th\..t kinei before . It w&s onthe bt~sis of such a plan 

thbt the 'rriB-nt:;l e build i ii(i;S were built. !':ow we huve come to a:....-

-no int ;;here v;e need new :plans . 

~ .'ould the expenditure of th~:tt money come out of the five million 

dolla s for generril pub lic works? 

.... ... I s t here anythi nL i n the T'fn situati on 9.bout • .. hich you cure t o 

c or.ur,ent '? 

T:-s PP.r.t>IDEl\T : ~ere isn ' t any news on that e.t all at t he present 

time . That very infor :tLl comrr.i ttee is ·.·or kine on it t.nd I will 

pr obe.bly see them over t he weeken<i or early next \leek . 

~ There have been c good u:.&.ny rumors that Dr . !:organ (Dr. :,rtbur E . 
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IJorgan) is going to resign. 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't heard anything except What I have read. 

Q. Wasn 't there another committee appointed t oJ: the same thing? 
~ 

THE PRESIDENT: That went out of exist ence. 

Q. Did they ever report? 

TH! PRESIDENT: Only intol'lllllllY. YTe were not ready at that time 

because it got through -- it :passed one Rouse and not the other . 

Q, Can you tell us whether you will join or support any legislation 

seeking a change of practice of the Supreme Court with respect 

to legislation? 

THE PRESIDEl\'T : That is a sort of "iffy" question . 

Q I preslUlle what you sai d about your prog.r!im for public buildings 

supersedes everything that Secretary Ickes has said about it, 

the fuct t hat i t has been proposed us a Jefferson Eemorial'? 

TE_ P?..::S I D:ENT : I t does e.nd it. cioes;; 't. Cf course the Jefferson 

) .. en:cOrial is in a different category because they have a Joint 

Committee on that. I cannot very well o o more than refer to 

the fuct tha t that Joint Conmittee is still in session. 

Q. I.;r. President, will you make public the corresDondence between the 

Treasury and the I.C .C. on taxes that passed through the 1.'lhite 

House? 

'l'HE PRESIDE~ : I cannot tell you yet. There is only one letter so 

far, so it cannot be called "correspondence;" 

Q The other is on its way? (Laughter) 

Q, Have you selected any date or personnel yet for that conference 

about the courts that Senator i.tinton t alked about? 

THE PRESIDENT: There isn't any con!'erence . Senator !ft.inton is call'ing 
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down to cont'er with me. The Attorney General will come down 

but I suppose he will came doYm with a lot or other senators. 

MR . YOUNG: Thank you, llr. President. 

' 

• 
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MR . DOnALDSON: All i n. 

THE PHESIDENT: I think you have pract ically as much news on the 

strike as I have . ~Te have been giving out the various things 

as fast as they have been coming in . 

Q Do you ro.ean the flood? 

TEE PJ1~:SIDii:r:T: Yes. 

~ You said the strike. (~ughter) 

~ There must be something on your mind. (Ltlughter) 

Tr:~ PRESIDENT: No, not yet; I l:1lll comill€ to the other t h ing . 

f~ ':Jhu. t about the flood? 

'fH2 PE.:::oiDENT: ..:.nd on the Tennessee V&.lley (laug."flter) I have sent a 

letter to the vu.rious people concerned who a re studying the 

tre.nsmission ::; robleza -- you will remember that , I said: 

"Gn Sep tember 1?, 1936 , I asked you, together 
with other representatives of t he Government and ~ri­
vate interests, to purt icipate in a conference to 
e xplore the -poss ibiliti e s of joint use of po\·1er trans­
mission facilities in the Tennessee Valley a rea . The 
preliminary fact-finding arran1;ed f or a t tha t confer­
ence hat been completeC. E'.nd t he rel'lort is in rr.y hands, 

' "Since t he confer ence of September t hirtieth, a 
sweeping preliminary-injunction has been issued 
against the Tennessee Valley Authority u~on the ap­
plication Qf nineteen utility co~anies , including 
certain companies who were partie s to the conference . 
The securing of an injunction of t his broad charac­
ter, under the circiUnstances, precludes a joint 
tr~smission f~cility arrangement, and makes it ad­
visable to discontinue t hese conferences." 

That is that . In other words , there isn't any use in g~­

ing ahead with the thine; as long as we are enjoined . 1.'!e have 
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the tactual report or all of the power facilities . 

Q Can you tell us anything about t he report, what 1 t shows , or 

tt.nything like t hn t'? 

TBI: PR~SIDE~:T : f~erely a f&ctual renort, no recommendation . It 

shows t he amount of juice produced at every noint a nd the 

Ul:lount trW!smit ted on tte different lines of transmission, 

the consUL..-ption in t he various 1:1rea s, the estime.tes made by 

the corepllni!3S ~;~.nd by the Gover:unent on future consumntion and 

the methods of <i i s tribution which ~re no•., in existence . 

Now, •1e tave £.ll the f e.cts t:.nC. we v:ill hol:i them. 

Q. !.:r. PreGiuent , \ li ll ther t: be M furt her extension of' the contract 

between TV •• anu t J.(; Co:-.::r.om.eelt:. u nd 5out:,er n , which expires 

next wee/.: '? 

I1, .• ' '1' . .1:! ...... -:J J ' ·· • ~h-..t, I t Link , i s beinr t clwn un no·.'-1. 'l'h11 t i 8 

onl.v one contr~ct rul ... tin,_: , I think, to onl:; one p l ace . · ':'his 

ht~s nothir:<' tc oo v,it:: thut contre:.ct . 

(\. Cne r, ue sti on on th:.. t : I un<.:er :.;tund t he l'resi dent of t ht-> Com:ton-

\';et.lth <. nd ..5out!lern sn~·::; th,,t suit \'I!:;S nend inL ~t the tin:e of 

your ::>epteu.ber con!'t>re::10e :.n · -;;:.e re J,t.ve been no <ievelo~!"cnts , 

re..,lly , to c ::unt.t: th~ s i t ·Ju tion . 

Tl.::: p.·...~ ... T f 1fT"!""~ • 
... ··---··- -. . ::1:.t ,: i :: he sLy tlb<'ut the i njunction? 

!it. s~ic t!le s-:J.it w:..s f,l!nclin~ unC: ycl; di d not r e(iui re thnt they 

shoul d wi tlldrtt\> the su it . 

':'=: FH..:::. I .,!..! T : ~e ,,oul ci not ht.ve withdra•·m it i f I hcci r equ ired 

it. Obviously, the s itu&tion •,re.s son:ewhe.t C~:!n;-ed by the 

sweeping cbaructer of the injunction . 

~ ·.:ell, ~1ill Louis 3 . Wahle continue t o function in the negotiati ons 
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as your representative? 

'I'RE PRESIDEin': He has not been my representative in the first 

place and , i n the second place , I said it make s it advisable 

t o discontinue these conferences . Otherwise you a re all 

right . (Laughter) 

On the vis it of 1-::r . Runciue.n, I think he t a lke d with the 

Fress ~t t he St et e f;eoart!"lent a nd, a s you know , the talks ha ve 

been of c g eneral c be.r &ct er . Furt her t alks wi ll be nece s sary 

before it c~ be detertl'.ined 1·:het~er ther e i s e. suitable basis 

!'or t r ade negot i~tions U.."ld t hat lea ves us es f~;;.r as \'le have e one 

at the present time . 

~ Do you e JC]')ect t o hcv e :; il'lilt;.r c onf'erences l"i t l 'Jeo reSS3onnet, 

the French z>Jf.bt:;SSUGOr ' \'::Jen he c omes her e? 

;:ot t t.<.t I kr.o· .. 0 ... - . I ti· i:l~ he is cor.Jing merely 

as the yr ench ,\obe.s sudor . 

..., "nythi m, c. !:lout t he st r iv(: or ~.hl.t v!ill be .done on it? 

·=~lu }-• ...:..., I L.....:"T : .. s yo~,; 1-:no·.: , the:s<: co:1fe:rence:.; this ~>fternoon r e -

l u t ed to l:::.bor ler i sl•atior. ann l abor le(!is l~t ion onl y w&s d i s -

cussed •:. i t h i:t..r )& r Sibley end Bob Fl eoi nt; and ulso with l:r . 

Ot;burn end ::r . Creen . l..c.':>o:- lef:isl!lt ion 1:as &lso tl'·.e !>rincipal 

t opic ·.;it'h the prdv:fous ~;:roup , i '.!' , ~ilL~~n, :·_r. LeVIis , etc ., 

althou, l'. i n tht..t tulk ;;e cia t ~-1!: o:: the effects of lebor l egi s -

l&.tion on th i s purticul~r •• ut ctr.o'!:> il~ s trike . !3ut t ht.t \';es only 

in tener a l t erms . 

T~en you \·~ill t.lso \:unt to knew 1 ht~t I se.iri. durine; t he 

cou.rse of t he d~y t..nd 1·1het I ret.C. in t!le paper this morning 

about t he refusal of i :r. S loun to corr:.e d o~m to:::or row. I t old 
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them I was not only disappointed in the refusal ot Mr . Sloan . 

to come down here but I re~rded it as a very untortunate de­

cision on h i s part. 

Q }.;ay we quote that? 

THE :t.'!l:ESIDENT: Yes . 
( 

~ To whom did you tell that? 

TID~ PRESIDEl~T: I think eve:rybody today, including t he Press . 

~ Un1'ortunate for whom, ?.tt- . Sloan? (Laughter) 

Q You have not communicated directly with Sloan? 

THE !'.RESIDENT : . l•:o, 

,~ '.'fhat is the next step? 

T:ili Prf,;;sm EiiT: I don't know. 

~ i<r . Sloan said if you in vi ted him down -here he would come . Do 

you pl an to do that? 

TC.:E "'RESIDENT: A representative of the President ha s a sked him t o 

come dO\'m here . 

r.._ l:.r . President, in connection with t he discussion of labor l egis-

lation, was the Constitution discussed? 

T!S PlESIDE!!T : Yes, sure, (Laughter) 

Q 1:!hy not? (Laughter) 

~ i:.r . President , v1hat is t he scope of t he legislation, your objec­

tives? 

Tlln Pl'i.ESIDE:.;J." : ·~/ell, we .tlilked about a pretty wide scope, but v1e 

did not confine it exactly-- the t is a little bit strong. 

\'ie spoke chiefly about the problem of three things that I 

have talked about in several messages already this year, child 

labor and minimum wages and maximum hours. Of course those 
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dovetail i nto a good many other tbi .ys , but t hose were the 

principal fea tures we s tressed . 

Q i.ny discussion, l.:r . President , of legislation, giving the Labor 

lJep&rtment eoergenc~· pO\'/er s o f examination of records , etc . , 

to handle situations of thi s kind in the future? 

Tlii:. F;{I:::>!IiE~li' : ~o , we did not d i scuss that today . 

~ This legislation, has it tal:en form as yet? \:ill it be submitted 

to the ~ill prc ttj s oon? 

TH:::: :?fCSILi::":' : [ ot yet t.ut s oon. 

:,. Is th ere any decision t o b1•oa.den tLis le t:;islt~ tion so t!J.a t if 

e ither part~; to tt.i :o controver3y de:·ands t:.n r: l ection the 

Cove rr:mmt c ~:n st c..v i n t. nd brinr ttbout o.n e l e cti on? 

~!:.. r:· ..... :.rr. ..... ::-r : ·e C: i d not c'iiscuss t=-:b.t c..t a ll. It has:~ • t a ny tl:ing 

to uo 1. it:. cl.ilc l tbor or ! .. i :::J i:~U!:! Wa fE-S or L&xir:um hou:::-s . ···e 

~J.1C. not tret:t -th1,t ::.t ;.:.11. 

:..;or:s you:- :1:'0{. r :, J. fo:· l t:bor l e c i s l s t i o:: ci.cpenC. on tho Suprer.e 

Cour t ci.ecision 0 :1 ::r. ti ont.l l~::bor '?.e l e ti onf Act? 

.-.t~ ve you te:.:.r d fro:·. thE.. r. ine t een Governor s · ·~!O ;,Tot e i <l r efard 

to t t.t: ci: ilc; l~:;bor urr.c ndment? 

1'l-L P: ...... ~IlJL.i'I : I t hink \l e h~!ve r enlies fro:., every o:~e of them a nd 

from the srut..lle r ~ tt,tO!:l t he infonc~.;ticn I (;Ct i s t.ht. t it looks 

pr e tty ft.vora.ble. 

One !:as r<:.tified in t l:e r:e~>ntu.e . 

THL P~n.:_ ~· : I::entuc:.:: ha s r a tUied . 
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Q I don't think that was one of t he nineteen states, was it? 

Q They bad a spec ial session. Your letter went out only to 

those havi ng r egular sessi ons . 

THE PRESIDE!-."!' : I see . 

~ I n regard to the str ike , is there any intenti on t o renew the 

invitation to l.:r . Sloan in a more emphatic d.nner ? 

THE PHZSIDENT: I have not considered the matter any further . 

Q Any subpoena power? You spoke perhaps as if you had , before 

today •s conference , considered the necessity for such power . 

THE PrtESIDEl~ : No , I have not considered it at ~11 . 

Q. Any possibility of legislation on th~ si tdown strikes? 

~ Did the discussion h~ve any bearing on the shipping strike? 

'IY.'"' p,a: ... sro:;r;-r : ! ~o, not at all . 

I 
~ ;.:r . Pr esident , incidentally, to the s h_ipping strike , when a re 

• \'le going to e-;e t the ·. a ri ti:ne Co:m:tission? 

T• TP p-,- s ID"! "!' • L . ....a .i._', .,:. : - • I hope soon . I out:ht to ha ve a record to play on 

tha t . 

~ You have never given rue a definition of " soon. " (Laughter ) 

Q. l~egarding your converse tion w1 th ll.unciman, you mentioned the 

trade subject . Dici you n.ention any other subject t hat came 

up? 

T:IE P'tiESIDENT: ;11th whom? 

Q Runciman . 

Tlfe: pp...;:;sm :J:T : i~o , that is all I mentioned . I might say we started , 

in our private conversations , on the N'orth Pole tmd went clear 

to t he South Pole and then started at longitude zero and went 
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"clear around the world until we came into longitude zero, 

which is GreenWich . 

Q Did t hey take in Fort Knox at any time? 

THE Pil.ESIDENT: Yes , and it t ook in not only gol d but every known 

met a l. 

(t '.!ere war aebts encountered anywhere? 

T'!: ?1\.:.SID::.::T: _ ~:o , that wus one topic t hat was not discussed be-

cause I understand w~en he landed in Boston somebody said 

•r::ar debts " and he said , "God forbid ." So I di d not mention 

it . (Laughter) 
f 

" \Jo.s your remark lust Friday on th,e CIO properly construed as a 

r t. buke? 

T!:::.. .:·I:.!.:3I D::J.1' : ~ :ow, or course , I don 't like to have to analyze 

wcat :·ou boys write . If I once started I would get into soMe , 

t~.l·tful trcuble . ( L&u~;hter) 
\ 

;.. .:>o 11ould \'Fe . ( l.t~.uchter) 

~ .. :r . ~ residen t, do you see " ny prosp~;;cts a t !Ill , can you g ive us 

tmy posf'ib ility of daylight a heod on the strike in view of !"r , 

::noa~ ' s refuSt:l? C11n you [:i ve us en~· idea of the next step 

uhet.d? 

'l~C !~~ .... n ·:..: !' : : :o , I ct~nnot . I ht.vt~ a cheerful disposition ; t hat 

1 s t i1e only t h int-; t hb. t is left . 

··~ Van you t ell· us W~ything on the flood si tue tion? 'ie he!ird from 

the heuds today e:..nd from l :r . tarly . I wo.s wonderine; if you 

hud anything? 

ho , t he only t hing I think is , without c:oi ng into 

the dett~.ils of the pa rticular locality , that the emergency 
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certainly will not be over from the point or view or worst 

de.mage , worst des true tion, wor s t danger t o l1f~ from waters , 

for at least another forty-eight hours because a great deal 

o~ this water i s still pretty high up on the~ Ohio River . As 

you know, up a r ound Pittsburgh it has only just begun to re-

cede a.n inch or two and t hat i s the second crest they have 

had t>t Pittsburgh . :.!heeling, in t he l a st r eport I got , was 

still risin1:; . Louisville i s about stationary , Cincinna ti 

hus drop:;Jed three or four inches but that is not yet a fina l 

-receding of t he v1r.t ers . So , ~or another forty- eight hours , 

we o r e still looking for u GOOd dea l of trouble from a ctua l 

Vlt• t er ~nd when we h~vt: got throueh v: i th t pe finc.l ere st all 

the ,·;uy down t he : ississippi , then of cour se \:e f Lee t he second 

proble1a, which i u cleaJ:l..in~; up , und which is o. very serious n-.at-

t ~:: r , both fr01.1 t he noi nt of view o f the v:ork involved r..nd also 

fron the dun~tlr to life , 

I H t his floo<.l e:;oi nt; to ~ive I< s tronf_.e r irttcNst t o more nerr..e.nent 
J 

flood ccntr ol uork in th~:> t ~:~reu? 

-
~- r · · ID"""rT - J. . .1 . .... :;) ..c..1 : I Hould rttther put it on fl brouder basis . "e had 

uu edi toria.LJ;hi-s u:orning th,lt !JOinted out t iH•t wh enever we 

h~>ve a flood we hl...ve tr..ree or four differ ent gr oups \'Tho rush 

to t !lc Government t o cet r.:oney 1'or t h i s , 'th~t or t he other 

t hing , There are the people wl~o ure downstream , who wrmt more 

and better l evees , and t hen t he next group that w&nt dtms in 

the river s , t.nd l:l.UOt her €1'0Up t hat I"Je.DtS t O r£0 Up intO the 

headwaters and p l ant trees , und anot her group t hat sElys it is 

enti rely a question of soil erosion. So you ee t all t hese 
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ditrer ent groups that say their own par t i cular pet theory 

will s t op the flood. 

I have come to the conclusion that we have to pursue 

all of these things simultaneously . They all tie in in n 

general pictur<~ ~mel , for t:-te first time , we have in the last 

three or four years been developing a synchronized program 

to tie in the entire fiel d of flood prevention and soil erosion . 

l'hat is one reason wh~· I hope , in the Reorganization nill , we 

cun !wve a Central ?lanning . .c.uthori ty, which will be responsi -

ble fOl' 1 let us sa~· in the ca se of all of the \iaters ot_ the 

idssissippi , responsible for a plan v1hich \•!ill cover &il of 

t he w:;. tersheC!s t hat eo into the ' ississippi. .M.nd then all t he 

·.vork tl,<: t is bei:'lL carried on will h:,;ve sor.1e relationship to 

the ;10r;~ thc.t is bein;; curried on a t some other point . 

" Lid . you discuss tLut with ::Secre tar~· .:allac e today , ~ .r . !"resident? 

~ ·,:hut do you t hink should oe done this ym.r towards flooc control? 

m " 1·· . "ID'" ., l ··~ ·~ _..., .:.J ! - : 

"' • ..r • ..? r esi (lent, do you :::tove t :-.e ]10\·.rer to select t he d.c..r•.s to be 

built t h is yet:.r? -.:ill t hos e be c hosen soon? 

_·ifr. .t : • . ...::inc::T: ·.rhere? 

on £1ll t he rivers . 

'1'.' r-. P• ·• ·,.; m·.,~, ·.'.!.' •• " o I h · ve not "" ..... _ - .. ' :. . That is ·all done in the l aw, in 

the specific approprh;tions for specific dams . 

(,: t>ome have to be sturted first und you a r e given t he pov1er to 

choose them . 

T.iiE. f·l!l!.SIDE!IT : I beg your pn'rdon . You read t hut bill tha t went 

1 
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through last year and you will find that every project was 

done, with the. exception ot TVA projects which will be car-

ri ed out in accordance with the plan two years ago , which 

was submitted t o the Congress . In other words, Congress 

knows Vthat wi ll be st&rted in the 'l'VA this year . I have no 

authority to choose any other dams . 

(\: . .!r. Pr esident, I hope t hat I 11m wrong . 

~ You will be . (Ls.ue;hter) 

•r·.r:..:; Pie:.biC'c.!'T : Look it up ~nd tr•lk to r.e about it e.gain because 

I don 1 t think I have the aut hor ity to choose a ny dams . 

I wn sur e you have . 

~:: :.... ~·;!l!.::;IJ:L: T: ' ."her~? Let J..e l~9v; ttnd I 11ill ste:.rt one . ''.'ill 

you chec!: on it c.nd l P. t me know? 

l, l . .r . }resident , you h&ve t he pO'<ier tc e ive priority to projects 
~ 

to be selec t ecl under t he ~nnibus Sill . 

1'.:... r~~vlli..l.'.i' : !.et us see . !ou ~•re ri~ht on t he ~>~-;>ro!)ritition 

for the .ew !.n;:;lo.nd tnd L":;>per Chio tha.t ,.,ent tl'.roueh , ~:ithin 

cert::.in lin:i ts , but those lim-its are Le;a in dependent on the 

states t-:e tting togethe r und eettine· the land for ne unci , so 

f a r, they bf,ve not ,to t the lund for :ne , In ot:,er \Wr ds , the 

qui :::ker t hey do it, the quick~?r the .... ork \ I ill be st11rted . 

You t>re ri ~: ht on thut . I have t !:e aut:tority , but only &fter 

the stt:~.tes have t he l and for me , and I hoven 't any now. 

1,. In other words , t:-tc.t means thst Fennsylv~:mitt roes up into ~ ·ew 

Yor k ~nd buys r e servoir s i tes , and so on . Isn ' t t h&t :rour 

situ~ti on? 

THL: PfCSIDl!.l!'r : In 11ew Engl tmd that is true. 

• 
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Q It 1s true in Upper Ohio . ~.!ost ot the headwaters would be in 

New York and they would derive no dir ect benefit, so they 

expect Pennsylvania to acquire those lands . 

TF!E PP.ESIDEliT: Yes . I don ' t know wha t happened in Ohio and New 

Yor k but in the case or Hew En~land t hey have had that Com-

mission which has been ~t work ever since I was t here in the 

summer, a nd t hey hPve c rrived at no conclus ion. Connecticut 

i s kicking no1·. because ;.:1:1s sachusetts a nd New f.ampshire and 

Venr.ont hr.ve not cor.:e t ogether . In other words , it is an 11-

l ustration or t hi s cor.1po.ct t hine not working . 
\. 

(.; -.not her si tdown strike'f 

" Under ti1e I'r~sent st~o tus of tl':i::1gs , woulc you c~-.rt:! to ur ge t he 

st~tes to t u%e e~rly uction to get t het flood control prof.r~: 

sturted? 

·rr:.. HL::i i D...:r•r : I ht ve been ao i ne it ever sinc e t!':e b ill passed. 

~;, ·.:'ould you l i ke t o Stt j · sor.te t hi ng now': 

su i d . (~UGhter) 

. _ ... Thank you , 



CONFIDErf.riAL 
Press Con.terenoe #340, 
Executive Ottioes ot the White House, 
January 29, 1937, 10.40 A.M. 

(Senator Robinson was present at this conference.) 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: Following the line t hat we started the other day, 

the waters of the strike are receding-- (laughter). 

Things seem to be continuing to improve on the Ohio and 

of course we have not got yet to t he point on the lower· River, 

from Cairo down, where we cl'l.n llll'l.ke any more definite predictions 

than what I talked to you about the other day. The crest has 

not arrived on. the ~iississippi yet. 

On Sunday Harry Hopkins, General 11larkharn, Dr . Parran and 

Colonel Harrington , who is .an Army engineer attached to 't'iPA, 

are leaving for Memphis, to get there on Monday , :md from 

Memphis t hey will go up t he river, by boat, unlesll of course 

things are worse down below Memphis but t hey probably won't be 

at t hat time. They will stop at all important flood citieS 

from J,iemphis north up the Ohio . The object is to plan, with 

the cities, the program of-cle~nup and sanitation, using, of 

course, the V~A , t he Public Health Service, the Red Cross and 

all the various other Goverrunental agencies . They will be gone 

about a week . 

I think that is about all I have got. 

Q. Anything on the strike, Mr . 'President? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, not a thing . 

Q. M.r . President, last night or early this morning, before the fina l 

.... 
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agreement was reached on remaining points on the shipping 

strike , the Union leaders said that they were wait ing on . 

word from Washington . 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard . 

~ Anything new on a possible successor t o Mr. Murphy at Manila 

as High Commissioner of the Philippines? 

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing yet . 

Q Is there anything to be sai d about the conference of the experts 

of the Treasury? 

THE PRESIDENT: "iihat is that? 

~ There is a very mysterious conference supposed to be going on over 

there . 

C~ Did Mr . Morgenthau ' s visit here yesterday hav'3 anything to do 

with that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Was he in yesterday? 

Q. He was in with t.,r . '~'~ag ill (~oswell lllagill) . 

THE PR't!SI DENT: Just to introduce Mr . Magill. 

Q Is that reported trip to Warm Springs still tentative? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is necessarily so . It depenrls on how quiet 
·r 

things are on the Hlll . 

Q Harry Mitchell, President of the Civil Service Commission , c~lled 

on you yesterday . Was there anything in that visit that you 

care to comment on? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . We talkerl about the gene~l problem of improving 

the Civil Service . We talked, f?r instance , about the one of 

our great difficulties at the present time i s the present method 

of holdi ng civil service examinati ons . Y.:e hold exami nations for 

., ... 
I \ 
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eoae positions that a good many people can till and we get 

SOllletimes as many as 200 ,000 people taking the examinations. 

As a result, we get an enormously long list ot people who 

passed the examination and that list will last for three and 

t our and five years, which does not seem to be a particularly 

good method . They are engaged in the study of t he possibili ty 

of holdi ng m.ore f requent examinati ons and l imiting them before 

the examination i s t aken so es to eliminate, before the examina­

tion is taken, t he people who obviously would not pass . 

Well, i t is only in the study stage. In England , for in­

otance , where probably their Civil Service is on a good deal 

sounder basis than ours , their examinations are held more f re­

quently and are limited to people who are obviously qualified 

to take the· examinati on . The methods we will use on that , I 

don ' t know, that is a matter for study , but the objective is 

to keep the list up t o date . 

Q, Has anything been done to establish coast ai r bases under the 

Wilcox bill ? 

THE PRESI DENT: I don ' t know. I am afr aid you have got me . I will 

have to look it up. 

Q I s thAt civil service matter somethine; t ilet t he Civil Service 

Commission can do itself? 

THE PRESIDENT: That I don ' t know . It might call for legislation. 

Q. Are you familiar enough with i t to know whether a person i s 

eligible for appointment after passing for a period of two or 

t hree years? Don ' t t hey go off the list? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , yes , some of our l ists. One trouble we have 
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had was that in the setting up ot one or two agencies, where 

ciTil service was re~uired, like Social Security, we found in 

certain types ot positions that the lists were t our and five 

years old and that what might be called the cream of the list 

had been skimmed off and the only people left on the l ist were 

the people pretty well down at the bottom. Under the present 

method they do not have another examination until the old list 

is exhausted . So there comes a time , under the present method, 

when the quality of the people at the bottom of the list is 

pretty low and that is why we want to have examinations more 

frequently. 

~ What can you tel l us about the visit of members of the Business 

Advisory Council yesterday? 

THE PHESI DEN"T : We talked about almost every known subject i ncluding 

hours and wages and labor , and so forth and so on . That again 

is merely in a study stage . 

Q Any concl usions? 

THE P'FlliSIDElJT : Oh, _ no . In other words , in these talks you cannot 

write a factual story for this reason: There will be a group 
, 

coming in and talking t o me and I, t o bring out t aeir thought, 

will say to them very often , "\'that do you t!link of this?" ~ie 

will then discuss it on the basis of a question from 1ne . ~Y 

mind will be running along such and such a line and I will a sk 

them, "What do you think?" Whereupon you people are perfectly .. 
apt t o get something that is natural ; when somebody comes out 

you will have t hat somebody say, "The President is consider ing 

such and such a thing." Well, I am consi dering it from the 

• 
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point ot bringing out what the other fellow thinks . It is 

not a conclusion. 

As you all know, at the present time I am asking a lot 

of questions about minimum wages for labor and I am trying 

to bring out things. There is no conclusion reached. 

Q Can you tell us your views along the line of neutrality after 

your talks yesterday? 

THE PRESIDENT: On that you have the bill which I think was intro-

duced by Senator Pittman. I have talked to him about i t and 

to the State Department about it and there isn't anything more_ 

to be said about it because there again it is in what might be 

called the secondary study stage between the introducer of the 

bill and the State Department . The third stage will -be when 

Senator Pittman talks with Senator Robinson and the other 

leaders in the Senate and the members of his own committee. 

There isn 't anything new on it . They are still talking about 

Senator Pittman ' s bill. 

' Q Might your description as to its being in the secondary study 

stage be taken to mean that t here is a good deal of difference 

between the State Department and t he introducer of the bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: I would say practically none . In other words, there 

might be changes in language , slight changes in language, which 

would not change the objective, the purpose of the bill. 

~ In connection with flood rehabilitation, could you tell us how 

far it is planned t o go in restoring private property? . ' 

T~~ PRESIDENT: Using all available Government agencies which would 

have to be used anyway. In other words, the CCC -- we are talk-

• < 
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lug about man power -- the CCC, the CWA, those are t he two 

principal sources or GoTernment man power. The GoTernment 

has t o use those people anyway and therefore , 1n the cleaning 

up process, we would divert them temporarily from other work 

to the cleaning up. In some cases it will be only a few days 

and in ot her cases it will be several weeks . 

The second step would be the use of Government supplies 

and expert technicians . That would be the Army supplies , see­

ing that the people have coal and various other supplies, like 

.blankets and t hines , until people get back to their homes . We 

would also use t he Publi c Health Servi ce . 

Then, the third factor , of course, relates to the helping 

of people as we did last year in the flood areas , people who 

need financial assi stance t o get back on their feet . There 

are two ways we can do that end did it lest year . The first 

is through the Red Cross , which makes small loans to the fellow 

who needs ~25 or $50 to get back into his house or to open up 

a little store . Then there are the larger sums which RFC pro­

vided last year under the special Act. In New England, Penn­

sylvani a and New York it reached a t otal of eight million dol­

lars of loans . However , we want to cut that down all we pos­

sibly can and we are asking all the banks in the flood areas 

t o be as liberal as they possibly can in helping storekeepers 

who have lost their s t ock and things of that kind. Federal 

Housing will also probably take a part in that picture by their 

insurance of loans . 

~ v~. President , coulq you tell us anything about the considerations 

• 



that le4 to the commutation of sentences of Wilbur B. Foehay 

and Heney H. Henley? 

THE PREsiDENT: The usual consideration of any commutation and the 

entire approval of the responsible people in both California 

and M.innesota. I talked with the Governors and the Senators 

· and a number of Congressmen. 

~ When is your natural resources message on water going up to the 

Capitol? 

THE PRESIDD~: I have got three messages that I have been holding 

back from·the Congress because you had so much news at the 

present time anyway. 

~ Mr. President, what are you going to talk to Senator Robinson 

about? 

THE PRESIDENI': Senator Robinson is here representing the Arkansas 

Traveler, I hope. 

Q He is not eligible, that is a weekly. {Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: He is here as the honorary guest of the White House 

Correspondents' Association. {Laughter) 

~ One of the morning papers said today that you were going to have 

this wage and hour legislation ready to submit to Congress .very 

shortly, perhaps next week. 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q And also that it will include a definition by the Congress of 

"Interstate Commerce." 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I won't have · anything ready next week. We may 

begin to do a little more talking about the general objectives. 

That will come first. But when, I don't know. 

-~ 
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Q Talking about the IDter1tate ~ erce Commission, haTe you any 

appoilltaente or reappoilltaentl'f 

TH! PR!BIDEm': I han Eastman oow1vc ill this morning. 

Q Any of the three messages you are holding back have to do with 

foreign affairs? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q HaTe you given any consideration to the Seed Loan Bill, which 

I think is about ready to get to you? 

THE PRESIDENI': I think it is very nearly ready to come to me• 

Q You said something last year and I was wonderi0€Lwhether you 

were ready to say anything about it now? 

THE PRESIDENT: I guess I have got to sign it. 

Q Do you favor the signing of the Deficiency Bill, which forbids 

certain employment of personnel? 

THE PRESIDENT: Of course I am bound by what Congress says about 

its own investigation but, on the other hand, there are two 
\. ' 

classes of employees. It brings up a simple question from 

the point of view of the Executive Department. The first is 

people from the relief rolls. Now, there is no reason, as 

long as they have to be taken care of anyway, why they should 

not be put on a project to assist people, if requested by the 

Committee. Those are people from the relief rolls. Then you 

come to the other phase of that: I have not talked this over 

With Joe (Robinson) -- he may murder me. The other phase re-

lates to the use of the higher-paid, expert Government employees 

and in that case we have always, I think, as long a~ any of us 

have been alive, had the practice for the Executive Departments 

. 
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to hoDor a request by a oo.mittee to lend e%p8rt GoTernaent 

personnel temporarilr to that coal! ttee. There is no reason 

whr we should not continue that practice as long as in the 

/ lending we do not disrupt the executive machinery. It we are 

asked tor an unreasonable number or people from the Executive 

Departments to assist a legislative committee, we would have 

to go frankl7 to the Congress and say; •we are terribly sorry, 

but this will stop the work of this department or bureau. But 

as long as it is done within reason, there is no reason'why the 

practice should not continue and it is entirely. a matter for 

the discretion of the Se~ate and House whether this P-articular 

amendment passes. I, personally, would be very sorry to see 

any important investigation slowed up by drastic action coming 

in the middle of the investigation. 

Q I wondered if you had expressed to Miss Perkins any approval of 

the subpoena power she has requested of Congress? 

THE PRESIDENI': Well, I will have to talk to you for background or 

off the record. It can be background on th~t. I suppose the 

best thing I can do is to put it this way: This morning , when 

I woke up, I read tYIO editorials on the question of the sub­

poena power in the Department of Labor. Now, this is all back­

ground so there is no offense meant to any one paper. The Post 

~his morning has what I would call an exceedingly intelligent 

editorial. The Herald-Tribune has a completely stupid editorial. 

(Laughter) So, if· you will read those two editorials side by 

side you will get the drift of it. Now, the situation is, as I 

see it, a oompe.rat~vely simple one which, however, does require 

:-
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study. In th18 particular case ot subpoenas in industrial 

controversies -- I won't say •disputes,• I will say •contro­

versies• -- the lew otters two methods. The National Labor 

Relations Board takes cognizance of industrial controversies 

1n most cases after they have gone a pretty long way. Let us 

take two words t o make the meaning more clear. The National 

Labor Relations Board is a "settlement board." Now, on the . 

other hand, in the Department of Labor there is a very large 

service called the •conciliation Service" and t hose two words 

("settlement" and "conciliation") describe the two functions 

that the Government uses in labor controversies. The Labor 

Department, in most cases , gets into a controversy before the 

National Labor Relations Board takes over. The National Labor 

Relations Board does have the power to subpoena . The Concilia­

tion Service does not. And this question t hat has been raised 

relates to extending the power of subpoena t o the Conciliation 

Service, in other words, to the preliminaries of labor contro­

versies before they have reached the stage of being formally 

before this quasi judicial body called the National Labor Re­

lations Board. Therefore this question, and it is a fairly 

large question, has been submitted to the Congress for study. 

It is felt by a good many people, s~d I feel so also, t hat 

there are a good many conciliation cases where the Government 

ought to have some right to get at the facts in connection with 

the conciliation work that the Government is doing. I think 

that is the easiest way of putting it. 

Q Getting back t o t he investigation question, ~hat is going to 



340 - 11 

' 
happen as a practical utter? !'irst, the Senate is often in-

clilled to starTe its inTestigating committees and now the 
: 

House comes along and says that they cannot borrow experts 

from the Government itself, and some of our best legisla_tion, 
I 

as you know, comes from these illTestigations. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't want t o curtail the investigating powers 

by the House in any way. It i s up to the House entirely on 

this particular clause in this particular bill. 

MF. YOUNG: -Thank you, Mr. President. 



CONFIIll!m'IAL 
Preas Conference #341, 
Executive Ottices of t he White 
February 2, 1937, 4.08 P.M. 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

House , 
__) 

THE: PRESIDENT: Charlie Michelson says there is no news. 

Q Mr. President , I understand you are choosing draperies for the 

East Room? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t know; you will have to ask the engineer. 

~ I thought it was the Fine Arts Commission? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, it is the ~1y engineer. (Laughter) 

Q Mr. President, can you tell us what will be done about the TVA 

contract with Commonwealth and Southern, which I think expires 

tomorrow? . ' 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I have not heard a word , not a peep . 

All I know is that they are talking about it . 

Q Are we ~ikely to expect something at this end or the other end? 

THE PRESID~IT : I have no report except that they are talking about 

it. 

Q Is the study of the wage ancl hour legislation still in the non-

factual category? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , still is. 

Q Did you receive a report from Mr . Roper ' s Advisor'j Cor.unittee on 

Industrial Relations? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t remember . I had two reports, one was on 

census and the other was on unemployment. I think those were 

the only two I have had . 

Q ' Mr . President , hRv~ you had word on the report to be rendered by 

126 
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this Committee headed by Mr . Jacob Baker? 

THE PRESIDENI': Not yet. Steve (Early) , will you see where that 

is sometime? 

MR. EARLY: I saw a piece in the paper that they were still pre-

paring it . 

~ I gathered from the published report that it was ready to present . 

THE PRESI DENT: It has not come in yet . 

Q I saw some reports t hat there are a few Cabinet changes pendi~g . 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , those started on the fifth of March , 1933 and 

have been going on ever since. 
. ' 

Q When will the unemployment census be taken up? 

THE PRESIDniT : We are still talking about that . 

Q Have you been making any progress? 
. THE PRESIDENT: No, but we are getting a little closer toward a 

meeting of the minds on it . 

Q In connection with the hour and wages legislation, have you 

determined yet whether the fair trading practices will neces-

sarily have to go in? 

THE PRESIDENT : We have not discussed the t:air trading practice 

end ' of it yet at all . We have just been discussing those 

questions of hours and wages and child labor . 

Q Are t hey two separate matters? 

TOE PRESIDENT: That becomes a question, later on , of policy, if 

you put the other thing in too , whether it should go in the 

same legislation or a separate bill. That is a matter that 

· · depends a good deal on the state of legislation at that time . 

We have not discussed the fair trading practice end of it yet. 

' 



' Q AnJthiDg to say on the automobile strike yet? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not had any news on that in twenty-tour 

hours. 

:am. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think it is a very dull day, everything all 

• quiet. I will probably send up another messag~ to Congress 

this week on the Great Plains Drought Report. _ 

Q Mr. President, Senator Connally of Texas says, regarding the 

Argentine Sanitary Convention, that the state is in the same 

comatose condition it ha~ been for the last year unless the 

President. puts the heat on. Will you enlighten us whether 

you intend to put the beat on? 

THE PRESIDENT: The way I feel about the thing is that we ought 

to tell the truth and a very good illustration would be if 

we were to put the shoe on the other foot. Suppose, for the 

sake of argument, that there was a plague of cattle ticks in 

the Southeast and foreign nations were to decline to take 

any American beef from the Northwest because of cattle ticks 

in the Southeast. You would have the same parallel case. 

That is rather bard for Tom Connally to laugh off . 

Q Mr. Presid~nt, do you favor having the Department of ~uetice 

seek an inditement against those connected with the Deb)'s' 

column? That i s the Eugene Deb1s' column- of people that 

want t o go over and take part, in some way, in the fight 

against Franco . And they have organized to fight a Eugene 

Victor Deb1s' column. Now there is a report that the Depart­

ment of Justice is, in some way, seeking to indite those who 

, 
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ther thiDk are involnd in the to~tiOD ot the colUIIIl. Are 

JOU in favor ot it. 

THE PRESIDENT: I never heard of the colUIIIJl. 'l'hat is another 

columnist. (Laughter) 

Q He is thinking of the "sub-debs," ot course. (Laughter) 

Q He has been working on that pun tor two days. (Laughter) 

Q Anything to be said on Norman Davis' visit today? 

THE PRESIDEm': No, just discussing everything all around the 

world, both ways, and, by the way, latitude are the stripes 

that go around the world from east to west and longitude are 

those that go around the world from north to south. Somebody 

the other day said something about latitude starting at Green­

wich. I just thought that I would put your navigation straight. 

Q What can the Federal Government do about this automobile strike 

question? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is very "ifi'y." There isn't any news on that. 

Q Have you arrived at any decision on the appointment of' the new 

Under Secretary of State, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , has not been discussed. 

Q Any further action been taken on the Maritime Commission? 
.... 

THE PRESIDENT: No; that is,. again, soon. 

MR. YOVNG: Thank you, Mr. President. 

1 
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CONFIDEm'IAL 
Press Conference ,9342 , 
Executive Offices of-the ·:lhite 1-!ous e , 
February 5 , 1937, 10 . 55 A.!.: . 

1 h . DONALOOON: All 1n . 

TIQ; PP'<""ID~:T : I have u eo:-.ev:hat i mrortant !l'.e.tter to take .up wit h 

you today. ....nd ! t.!" askin£ t ht.. t t h i s speech ot' today be held 

in very strict conf idence until tr.e speech i s released in 

accore1.mcc ;;i th tl".e • .or r.i:t; of the rel~ase on t te press CO'Pics 
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ttat ,. ill be t iven to you i n b -:'el: !"!Or:ents . I t is !:li;O requC!:ted 

that nobody reveal \"lhat is r t..id or thl: text of the r.:b.teri>? l to 

any person out s ide of the elnl1loy , outside of those in your own 

orG~;:.nizution, until the tir:.c of t !:e r e l ease , until it i s ectu-

tlly rt:t.c i n e it:.er the Sem. tf; cr t !J.e House , 1.h ichever one 

re:.:.ds it first . Copi e::: 1.111 '!>e ,.· iven t o yon t~s you to out unc 

<ior. •t unyl.>oC:r <.o cut until thu.t tir.:~;; . (Lr.w<ht~r) . 

~~ 'e brouc.r.t our lunc:.es . (L:.u~;hter) 

•.. s you kucr. , f or u lont tir.t. ~i.e sub j~ ct o!' constitution-

e.lity Of l u\IS hus ' been ci:.cus•.e<l :;,nri i'Ol' :< t 001~ I :.O!lj" l'lOnth s 

nm; i l t.v•· buer. ·.·or::i n. ' itr s~ s:.~,n i rour i n .~oir. .:.· ir.to d:t~t 

than t!':osc p:.rticular C'et•,ils • .. h ie>- · :-:-:(: ti:e hee.<il ines . 

I n t~is r~::vie1. of t •1~:. J?edert.~ Juc.i c i .-.ry \•ro ht.ve ccrr:e to 

the ver:: rlel'init e conclu5i on t !lut t ::en• is r et!Uirec' tr.c sar-.e 

reor.,;t.nization of the Juciici·-r·; LS h:.::.s be(ln reccr..n:endef. to t his 

Co~·ress i n t~! c:..se o~ t~.•! :.xect:t iv f: ·or:.cch of t J,e r.ovt:rnr:ent . 

,·. ~ u p~:~rt ol' it , I hav~,; r€:ceivt:: c! fro• , t ho :.ttorney Gener !.il 
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E. l e t ter ~ohich you wi ll e.lso Get and which I will just t ouch 

t~e high s pots or . It is a part of -the message . 

(ileudi ng) 

"l y deb.r .:r . President: 

"Dol~;~y in t he ed.ministr:::tion of justice 
is the cutst~ndinf defect of our federul judi­
ci!il system. It h~s been a c~:~.use of concern 
to pr;:.cticc..ll:· every one of my :;>redecessors 
i:~ office . It ht.s exuspe r· .. teC: the bench, the 
bur, t he busint:ss cor..rr.uni ty a nci the nub lie . " 

t-!e coE<s on unc.l S:?e~>i\:> of th& fact that 

''The litipmt conceives the judge e.s one 
r. romotinc; justice tllroueh the mechanism of the 
Cour·t"~ He ussumes thut the directing cower 
of the judge i s exerci::;ed over 1 ts officers 
f ror.l t~e ti.""::te ::.. case is filed with the clerk 
of the court . 'I& is e ntitleC. t o c.ssume th:.:t ...---
the juC.e:e is ;->ressin{ forw .... r o litie:at ion in 
the full 1·ecoLnition of the nrincip l& t !lot 
'justice delayed i s juc~ice den iec .• It is 
u .. ockery of justice to st.:,· to ~~ ..,or son \/hen 
he :'il;;s suit, t:t•: t he -::J• 'J :·e ceive u C.ecision 
ye<c<rs l ;..ter . Fnde!' a oror~rl:· ordered ~yster:. 
ri, ·r:ts l'.houlc 'oC:: t:etermir:ed prorq tly . The 
course of liti L~::~tion slloulC. be ;o:easurod in 
r~onths c. nn not i n yeur s . 

·~et in smno jurisdictions, t~ e 'al~y~ 
in tr.e o.ci.ministrution of jus tice ;..re s o inter­
r-.in:,ble th.:.t to ins ti tt·te suit i s to erriof.rk on 
~ life-long adventure . 

( Lr.ur:!:tcr) 

" .. ::.ny Lersons sub!'1it to e:.c t f' of injustice 
r a ther th~~ resort to the court~ . In~bility 
to secure u r-ronrt ,judiciP-1 ad juciceticn leeds 
to i r.rprovi C.eut t..::'lu unjust settler~.e :1t s . 
i .oi·eover , the tiz.~ ft..ctor i s ~n ouen i nvitu-. . 
tion to those \~O ~re disposed t o ir1stitute 
unwurr<>r:teu liti1 atio::'l or interpose unfounded 
defenses in the hope of :-orcin£; an udjustroent 
which coulC. not be secured u-oon the rneri ts. 
Tl:is sit~t:tion frequently results in extreme 
h~::rdships . Tho snell business n&n or the 
litic~::~nt of li~ited me~n ~ labors uncer c 
bl't..ve ~nd conftantly i nc r eesinc disadvantage 

• 



because of his inability t.o pay the price of 
justice. 

"Statistic~l data 

very carefully collected from every district 

"indicate th1:1t in many districts a dis­
heartening end un&voideble interval must 
elapse between the dat e that issue is 
joined in a pending case and the time when 
it can qe reached for trial in due course . 
These computations do not take into account 
the delays that o~cur in the preli~~nary 
stages or litigation or the post) onements 
after o case might normally be expected to 
be he·a rd. 

"The evil is a grov;ing one. Th1~ busi ­
ness of the courts is continually increas­
ing in volw:~e , inportance, &nd co~.•plexi ty. 
'!'he average cc.se lo1:1d borne by each judge 
h<.s (-. rown ne~rly fift:,· percent since 1913, 
o,.;hen the District Courts v:ere first org.<;.n­
ized on their present basi s . ·~en 1:he 
courts are ,,, or king under st:ch pressure it 
is inevita ble that t he character of their 
v1or k J•lust sui'!'er . 

"'l'he nw:;.ber of new cases .offset t ho.se 
th •. t c: r o di sposed. of , so th~o~t the Courts are 
unuble tc decrease the enormous back-lo~ of 
undigested matters. ! .ore th•·~ll fift y thousand 
pending cases (exclusive of bankruptcy pro­
ceedi!l€·S) overi1anc t h<:: fedt! ra.l 6 ockets - a 
constant menace to t he orderly -; roce.:;s es of 
justice . · .. 'he never t• s in{il e case requires a 
:)rotruc ted trial, t :1e l'OU t ine busine s s of 
t he court is f urther ne ~:;lectec. It is on 
i ntol<::r<tble !: i tu:...tion &nd \':e :shoul cf r:r.ke 
shift tu ur~en<l it . 

"~fforts have be ... n u.noe f ::-or. t i me to 
ti:ne to ~;..llevil~te some cf' t he co•1r: itions 
tlH ... t contribute to the s low r~:. t e of speeci 
•.:i tr. \lhich cu. uses tnove t l'rou::h th? Courts . 
The Congr:es s h(::.s r e c ently confcrrt' (~ on the 
Supre11te Court t he tJuthori ty to JH't!~ cribe 
rules of r,:rocedure ~:~. fter verdict i n criminal 
cases and t~e nov;er t o adopt <... n c -pronulgate 
uniforllJ rule s of pr actice fo r civil a ctions 
n t law in t :1e District Courts . It has pro­
vided t eres of Court in certb in pl uces a t 
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which feder al Courts ha d not pr eviously con­
vened . h small number of judges have been 
added from time to t 1.me . 

"Despite these commendable accomrli sh­
~cnts , sufficient pr ogress has not been made . 
l1luch r errA i ns to be done in developing proce­
dure unc administretion , but t hi s alone will 
not n~et rr.odern needs . The problem ~ust be 
Qpprouched i n a more comprehensive fashion , 
i f the United St a t es is to have a judici al 
syst eru v.orthy of t he nc.tion .P.eason and neces­
sity require the €. ."l!-lointtr.ent of & suff i cie nt 
number of judges t o handl e the business of 
the fec).er e l Courts . 'rhese additi onal judges 
should be of tt type und age \:hich would ,-,ar­
r~.<nt us i n believin~ th1~t they would vigorously 
utt acl( their docket s , rt.thHr t!".un ne nnit the ir 
dockets to overv:helr: theo. 

"The cost of '-<"~d itionul pe r r;o nnel should 
r.ot ueter us . I t · tnt be borne i :t mind ttot 
the expense of mt intaining tte jt.:dicitl syster: 
c:onst i tl•te::; Mrdly three- tenths of onf: :rercent 
of· the: cost of :7J~intainirt (. the feder€.1 estab­
l is!:m·.ent . . hile t!:e e-st::.n;;te ~ for the curre!!t 
fi:;c:...l y,]z: r u c 1;r q;:.. t c over ',(23 , 000 , 0(10 for the 
r .!:. in t enoncc of' t iH< l0(' i:>l£•ti n' b r u11ch of t l'e 
l overnr.er.t , ~:.o.nc over 2 ,100 1 000 1 000 for the 
ycrr:~cnt q:-encie~ of the executive branch 1 
the c~tir:,~o.tet! cost of :::dntu inir~· the judici­
t,ry i s onl:,· ~bout ..- u 1 GQO , C~O . : n inc:::-ct.se 
:n t !:t- .1ucicit.l ! <:r::-cnnel 1 l .h. ic!', I e.c:.rncstl;.r 
re:cor.!l:.E:nd 1 liOUlC. rc::u l t in t.. hnrdly perceo­
tible pe rcent&l e of iJJcr~:.:.sc in t:.e tct t:. l 
t..mmo.l o udget . 

'':'h is rl:l .;ult shoule not be uchievsc 1 ho\'lever , rr.erely by crcbti r., · r.c:n; judic i Ll 1 os i­
tions i r. s pecific c ircuit~ cr C. istricts . ~l:e 
refor~ shoule be effectuat~c on the bu si ~ of 
u consi!:t E:nt :.;yst "m ·.:hicll 1·.oull1 r evit1:1li ze 
our \'lhol.,- jud ici :.. l s tr\;ctUl'e o.nd l s:o:u::-e t:1e 
I..Ctivity Of jud.:;es :..t plt.ces \he:-~ th~ ( CCU-
! .. Ulo.tiOll or business is r;re ~ote st . ..s con­
gest ion 1 s .., v~.oryin t: factor t.nti cwm o t be 
fol·eseenl the ::>ystcl:l sr ou:c be flexible (l nd 
::;hould permit the terr.port:ry ass i r;ru:.ent of 
judr c s to points 11he r fl t hey cp-pec.r to be 
nost needeO. . The ne\1ly cre!!ted persort11el 
shoulU constitute a ;:to bile force 1 t. vt.. ilt.bJ e 
f or :.-;ervice i 11 any purt of the country at 
the e.ssif;nntent t.nd dirl:l ction or the Chief 

., 
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Justice . " functionar y mi ght well be cre­
ated to be known hS pr octor, or by some 
other s uitable t i tle , to be a~pointed by 
the Suprene Court ~c t o act uncer its di­
rection, cha rged with t he duty of continu­
ously kee!lint, inforr:ad as .to the st E.. te of 
federal judicial business throughout the 
United Stnte s ~nd of ~ssisting the Chief 
Justice i n ass1 t;;ninf. .Jud,es to pr essure 
areas ." 
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He t hEm ap_9en<ls stc.tistical i nfon::..t i on . "'he ' ttorne:,; Gen-

E: ral t?:en se.y s , 

·~':t€ t i! ;.;> ~·us co.-.e ~::~t::1 furt!-.er let:1s-
1Ltic.n is essentit.l." 

.... 
?he s t :J.ti!;ticl.ll in fol'!~.:o.t i on shc\':s , for e:r.rur.nle , that 

while ,., e ~:,ve eddecl j udL e s 1:-: i nce 1913, v1e ho.v t• 1 nc1·e!:! sed them 

from 92 to 154, the criminl.l u n1: civil c r ... se~. other t.han bank-

ruptcy :1:.,ve ir.c::eot.S(;<'. fro:: :2~ , 000 to 75,000 , thr: eve1·nl.'e nurt.ber 

c!' cuses fil ed pe r juc~:e fro1 : ':'76 per jud.:_·e to 4P4 ;>er jud£e • 

lt hus near :.y ucubh f • • 'hE: nur.hcr of t~n~::::-untc..- orocesdir.~"s 
~ . . ~-

'r.:.. VC i nCl'!W DE: C :'rc:.. 2:) , (:C~ to b0 , CCC· . 

Ct:.St' s filed :...nd t~;:rniuuted eh011 t h:· t ov e::-· 1.1" 1: rt.s t ::: 1 i. ~reurs 

\ e i!eve w:C.e l'r<:<ctic~ll::t no p roc r ess i n cu";ti:l( cown the nurr.ber 

cf c~sas , thi:-< b:.c;.·-lo~o· of cuses ir: t'·ae Federtl court~ . 
_..J -The n<- s~:f,t!e itself is fta irl~· l onr ~nd has tc be on a t~ine 

like t hi s . I •. ·i ll try t c.. de :::. littl e hi._hs:>ottirw aa I FO 

( t~eadint; ) 

"! .huve r ecently c ull~<i the b ttent1on of 
· t he Congress to th~ clear need for e coffinr ehon­

sive prot; r c.r: t o reor~e:.nize the e.d!.J.nistrHtive 
r.'."-Ch i ner y of the ~xecutive 3runch ol' our Cover~­
ment. I r,o\: rnE:.•:c u s ir,il~r recan:r:endation to 

• 
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the Congress i n regard to the Judicial Branch 
or the Government , in order that it also may 
function in accord with modern necessities . 

"The Constitution provi des that the Pres­
ident ' shall from t ilne to time give to the 
Congress informbtion of the State of the Union, 
end recommend to their consider ation such meas­
ures as he shall judge necessary and expedient .• 
No one else is g iven a similar ~date . It is 
therefore the duty of the President to advise 
t he Congress i n regor d to the Judici.e.ry when­
ever he deecs s uch info~Ation or recomnendation 
necessary . 

"I address you for t he ~~ther r eason t hht 
t he Constitution vest s i n t he Congress d i rect 
r e s ponsibility in the creation of court s and 
<fudicial offices ~:~.nd in th~ formulf-tion of rules 
of pr~:~.ctice a nd pr oced ure . It i s, ther efor e , 
one of t he definite duties of t he Congr ess con­
s t l.intly to !llEl i ntuin the e f f ective f unctionin(! of 
th~ ::"oderel Judi c i a r y . 

"ThE: J udi ciury ht.s often f cunei i t :;elf hund­
ic&~iped by insul"fi c i ent per sor.!!cl with which to 
::eet :.. t:rO'II i ii t. s.nd n.ore CO!'lplex busi ness . I t is 
true that t!1e physi cal f~:~.ciliti es of conduc t ine 
t~c b usiness of the courts !l~;.ve been gre~tly 
i.n:prov~d , i t: r ecent years , throuf;h t he erect ion 
of suitabl e qu::1rt ers , the p r ovision of adequa t e 
libraries and the addit ion of suborci i not e cour t 
officer s . But i n :nany ways these !H'E: Merel y t he 
trup:::; int:s of jud i e i <~ l office , The~: pl!..y u rr.it:or 
p~rt i n t he .processas of just ice . 

"Si nce t!te c~rliest do.ys of the He:'ublic , 
the p robl er.i of the pa:..'sonr.e l of tte court s h&!\ 
r."ledec tt.e ~ ttention of t i!e CongresS. For ex­
an:ple , f rol:'l the beginninc , over r epeuted pr o­
test s t o :i'r e :>i dent ·.:u~~ int;ton, t he Just i ces of 
tbe Supr er:e Court wert-! r ec.uired to 'ride Cir­
cuit ' bnd , as Ci rcuit Justice~ , t o hold t r ials 
t hrouz hout t he len~th a nd bre~dth of t he l und 
a pr a ctice \.iiich e ndur!:-!d over u century." .. 

1.nu I r:i~·ht add t hat ricl.in r~ Circuit i n those duys meent ricin~? 

on tor se ba ck . I t r.t r h t be called a .!)r e - hor se• &.n rl - bucr.y er e . 

"In alt::ost every decade si nce 1?89 , changes 
ht.ve been l:'l~>de b: tl:e Conp-re s s v1hereby the num-

.. 
• 
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bers of judges and the duties of judges in 
federal courts have been altered in one way 
or another. The Supreme Court was established 
with six members bft 1'189; it was reduced to 
five in 1801; it was increased to seven i n 
1807; it was increased to nine in 1837; 
it was increased to ten in 1863; it was re­
duced to seven in 1866; it was increased to 
nine in 1869 . " 

This is ell by statute. 

"The simple fact is tha t today a new 
need for legislative action arises because 
the personnel of t he Federal Judiciary is 
insufficient to meet the business before 
them. 1 .. growing body of our citizens com­
plain of the complexities, t he delays, and 
the expense of litigation in United States 
Courts." 

~2 - ., 

I then r:entioned t he letter from the Attorney General-:-

"Delay in any court result s i n in justice." 

Now v:e •::ill t c.:<e up tl':e cc.se of t he lower court !' showing del ay: 

"l~ ;, L.;.:~ ~- lt.'.svi tr c luxury available 
only t o the few who Cb.ll a fford t hem or who 
nuvE:: pr operty interes ts to protect wbi.cll a r e 
suffici ently l a r ge to repay the cost. Poorer 
litit;& nt s a r e compe l led to abandon ve.luabl e 
rit;hts or to b.CCept i!ladeq_uf:.te or unjust set­
t lement s be cuuse or sheer inability to fir.nnce 
or to av,ait the end of a lollf litigation . Only 
b:,r speedi ng up the processes of the le<'J end 
t hE: r e by reducin~- their ·cost, can we eradicate 
the g rowing impress i on that t he co urt s a r e 
clt iefly a haven for the v;ell-to-do." 

~ 

:.:ow we come to t he next, t he court s of appee.l. 

"Delays in t bEl det eriLin!ltion of a pueals 
have t he same effect . Loreover, i f tria ls of 
orig ina l actions, a.re e xpedite d e.nd existing 
~cc~ul~tions of ca ees a r e reduced, tP-e volurr~ 
of l'i ork i mposed en tbe Circuit Court s of Appeals 
will further increase." 

'l'hen we c orr:e to the hi~~he st court: 

"The attai~nt of speedier just ice in 
the courts below will enle r {;e t he t ask of the 
Supr eme Court i t s elf . l..nd still more v;ork 



would be added by the recommendation which I 
mke later in this message tor the quicker 
determination ot constitutional questions by 
the highest court. 

~ven a t the present time the Supreme 
Court is laboring under a heavy burden. Its 
difficultie's in this respect \'lere superficially 
lightened some years ago by authorizing the 
court, in its discretion, to refuse to hear 
up~eals in rrany classes of cases. This discre­
tion was so freely exercised that in the last 
fiscal year, although 86? petitions for review 

- \'/ere :presented to the Supreme court, it declined 
to hear 717 cases ." 
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That is a tremendous ly in~portant f act. ;· ... s you knov:, any litigant 

seeking to appeal to the Supreme Court takes i.t there on certio-

r~r1. Thut is a certiorari process and out of 867 cases the 

Supreme Court last year turned dovm 717. It declined to hear 

them wi ttout a n opinion. 

".If petit ions in behalf of the Government are 
excluaed, it appear s that the court permitted 
privt..te liti8,<:~.nts t o prosecut e appeals in only 
108 ca ses out of S0:5 -applies t ions·. 1#ny of 
t he ref usa l s ·,;ere doubtless v;arrun ted. But 
can it be s a id thf~t full justice, is a chieved 
when a court is fo1·ce ci by the sheer necessity 
of keepinf up ·with its business to decline, 
v1ithout even t:..ri explanution, to hear 87% of 
the cases pr esented to it by priva t e litigants ." 

:'luo.t i s 1:1n arr.azing. stateP:ent. 

' 
"I t seer·s cleur, ther efore, thl.~t the 

n0cessity of relievinF. present congestion ex­
tencs tc the enl~rgement of t he capucity of all 
the federa l courts, " 

In other •:;ords, l et us apnl y the same rule from to:9 to botton . 

.. ,.. part of the probl em of obtai~ing a 
suffic i ent nl.llllber of judges to dispose of . , 
cases is the capacity of the judges thernselves . 
This br-ings forv1ard the q uestion of aged or in­
firm judges -- a sub ject of delicacy and yet 

, one which requires frank discussion. 

"In the federal courts there are in all 
. 23? l ife tenure permanent judgeships." 

13 
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There are a very small number ot · ju4ge s who , when t hey di e , 

their places a re not to be t illed . .They are r eally temporary 

judges . But t her e are 237 ot them. 

"Twenty- f i ve of t hem are noVI held by judges 
over seventy years of age and eligi bl e to 
l eave the bench on full pay . Orig i nally no 
pens ion or r etire03nt a llowance was provided· 
by t he Congress . ~~en after eighty year a of 
our national h i story 

That was i n 1869 --

"the Coner ess made provisi on for pens ions , it 
found a well- entre nched tradition ar.:.ong judges 
to cli ns t o their posts, in m&ny i nstances t a r 
b&yond their year s of physical or mental capac­
ity . Their salar ies v1er e small. As with other 
rr.en , responsi bilit·i es and obligati ons accunmla­
ted . ~o alternative had been open to the~ 
except to atterupt to perfo~ the duties of 1 
tteir offices tc the very edge o-:: the gr &ve . " 

I L.! . t e l!~i nc ~e. bout 1859 . ( Le.ut;hter ) 

"In exce!)ticnal cuses , of'.course, judges , 
l i ke other ~£n , retain t o v.n adv~nced aBe ful l 
mental anC. ;,hysical ViGOr . Those not so for ­
tunl:lte a r e often um.ble to r>e rceive their own 
i nfirmities . ' They see~· to ba ten&cious of 
t he ap'?earance of udequacy .'" 

T!H,t is v. u.uotation :fro•.1 ::; ver:: i r.rortant ,iust ice. It is in 

quotes . :..'uu liill huve· t c. finc.l out · •. :10 s&.id it . I e..1' not goi.ng 

to t ell you . 

"1'he vclunt~.:.I"'J r etirenent lew of 1£'6~ provided, 
t r.er efore , only u m..rtia l ~elution . Thc.t law , 
still i n force, h1:1s not proved effective in 
i nducing ageu judges t ? r etire on a pens ion . 

·~his reGult had been foreseen i n the de­
bates when the l!leasure was bei ng consider ed . 
It was then prO:!>OSed tht. t •.:hen a judge refused 
t o retir e u oon reachin£: the I:>Se of seventy, an 
addit ional judge should be &p:!>o int ed to assist 
in the 11ork of the court . The :pr oposal passed 
the House but wus elimi m .. ted i n the Senate . 

1 



' 

"VIith the opening of the twentieth century, 
and the great increase of popu.lation and com­
mer ce , and the growth of a more complex type ot 
l i t i gation , simila r proposals were introduced 
i n the Congress.. To meet the s ituation, in 
1913 , 1914 , 1915 and 1916, the Attorneys Gener al 
then in office - -

3-l2 -- 10 

I will e nd the s uspense by saying that it was l:cReynolds and 

Gregory --

"recom:rended to the Congr ess that ·.-1hen a d i s ­
t r i ct or a circuit judge f ailed to retire at 
the age of seventy , an addi t i onal judge be ap­
pointed in or der th~t the tiffai r s of the court 
rr~ght be prorr.ptly und ~dequately disch&rred . 

"In 1919 li lal'l W(.S f inally :passed provid­
i n& t hat tee Pr esident ' may ' appoint addi t ional 
district and c i rcuit judges , but on l y u~on a 
finding t ~'H:! t the i ncurnhent j u<le e over seventy 
'is unabl e t o dischure:e effic iently ell the 
duties of his office by re~son of ment~l or 
physic~! disab ility of :pe rnE.nent ch~; racter . ' 

'!.'he discretiont.r:: <..nr: irc:efinite m ture of 
t!~is l ecisl&tion hc.s r<mcerc'c it i ne:'fective . 
::o Pre£idemt shoult.. be t•sl:ed tc ueterr:ine t!te 
ol.>ili ty or ·C. i s~bil ity o::- :...n:,. n:trticul!:l.r jueee . 

"'i'he c!uty of t. juclce i nvol ve s :.10re thl:lll 
~residin~ or listenine to te Rtimony or a r eu­
meuts . " 

•• nd I Lc 6:: c:nd t ul'' vbout thu con:r;le:rity of the modern &ver a€:e 

cuse , tht. t it l:l•& incret.scci trq .E':!C.ously i n the l~st t·.~~mty or 

t • .. enty-fi ve year s . 

": .oderr. cor ;·lc,.iti~;;s Cf.ll t.lso for ~ 
constan_t infuu i on of nc;·,r bloorl. ir,· tr.e cou1·ts , 
just ::..s i t is need~:d in oxt:·cut ive functions 
of the Government anc in rr'ivate busir.css . 
; .. l cweret r.;<:mt ul Cl' ...,hysic.ul v icor 1e~1ds men 
to t~voici :;,n exarui n::.. tion of cor.:plicuted and 
cbanged cc.nd i t i ons . Little by l i ttl e , ne'1 
ft..ct s b ecotJtu blurrec throu~c=h old gl a sae s 
fitted , as i t ·.:er P. , fo r the needs of anot her 
f~e-ner-ution; older tr.en , osslll:lin.: t!l;o.t t he> 
scene i s th.:. stile 11 s it w&.s in tho past , c e~::. se 
to exrlorc ~r in~uire i nto the pr esen t or t he 
future . 

'" 

• 

• 
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"'.le have recognized this truth in the 
civil service of the nation and .of lllfiny states 
by compelling retirement on pay at the aee of 
seventy . '.'le have recognized it 1n the A:rnry 
and Navy by retiring officers e. t the age of 
'sixty- four . .-· ... number of states have recog­
nized it by providing 1n their constitutions 
for compulsory retirement of aged judges. 

WLife tenure of judges, assured by the 
Constitution, wtis O.esigned to place the court~ 
beyond temptations or influences v:hich mi Rht 
i Rpair their judg~.'lents: it was not intended 
to creat e a st&tic judici~ry. ~ constunt and 
systelilbtic additi on of youll£er blood \iill vi­
tulize t lJe courts a ne better equi~ ther~ to 
recognize E. nd I:I ;J"~l),' the essential concepts of 
just ice i n the li..;ht of the needs ::.nc! the roct s 
of e.n cver- chc.ne, i nt~ world. 

"It i s obviou:~ , ther·ei'crE< , from ·ooth 
r·euson t.tncl exve rionc e , t!'l:. t sorr.c .n ·ovi sion 
1:ust be t.c!o!)tcc , ·.~hie:, 1':111 o_?e :::-:o.te ~'utor;uti - · 
Ct;ll:r i;o su _.,··l~J..o nt tlw , ,orl: o f olc:r.::- .iUc,·es 
::.r.c'. occel 8;:-,,te t •:n ·, or lo: o; t ':e court . '' 

"I, t her e fore , ec. r:-~o:: ;::tly recorrr-,end t !'l&t 
t he necessi t:r o:' :.n incr?.usc i n t he nu.~1ber of 
j ua[ es be sur;~li l:lcl by l e r;i slt. tio:n ,?rovirl inr· 
for t~~s :.._.r,cintr .~:-:nt of :. ddi tiono.l j udt!e s in 
ul l f l?c: er:-• 1 court f. , \:i t hcut e xcey t i on, · •her e 
t li FJre l~re inclt."nbcnt jucl t;es o f re tire~;ent oce 
uho cc not c ~!OO SI\l t c l'e tire or t o re£i ['n . 
If <=m ~lder juece i s not in f act inc!i. ~r... citated , 

only ;;_ ood c c:n cor.-.<' fror. the pr esence of t:.n,.ad­
t:iticnc.l jU~Je i ., t'1c cro·.-;dec st11 t e of t l:p 
c1ockats ; if t he cu_p£•city of ,;.n e lder j udce i s 
in f act :b:;~c. irec , t he e ;r:;>oint1:tent o~ n n t.de i -
t icna l jude:e i s ine i st~ensc,ble . ?."! i s seo;;l.!' to 
be ~ trut!1· 11hicl; ct.nnct be contr.·<l i ct ee. . 

•'J e.lsc reco: r • L~ "' ' . ~- ... . . Con, :re~'3 pro­
vide l.:ttchine r y ·for t u ·~in~ · ct. r e of :' ' lli clen or 
long- stun<i.i n: con~c :otion i n t '1c l ov1er court :; , 
l'h~ dupreJ·ll: Court s hould be t i'Ten pouer to 
&rpoiilt a n udl'lin istr:.ttive lt;,ssist ent wro nc.y 
be call ed 1:1 Proctor . :-.l< v·oul C: be cl':!:i.r cec \:1 t :1 
t!1e dut y of \·•etching t-he cu: endar s &no t he 
bcs iness of ~11 the court s i n t he feder~l 
system. The Ohi e f Justice t~ereuvon should be 
aut horized to !'"&l;e ~ t empornx;· ussi ~m:.ent of 
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auy c ircuit or dist rict judge hereafter ap­
pointed --

This would not. apply to the Imlmber s ot t he bench at the pr esent 

time , only the new ones , --

- "in or der t hat he may serve as l ong as needed 
in any circuit o r dist r i ct where the c ourts 

1:1re in ·arre&rs . 

~r ct t ach a carefully considered draft 
of a proposed bill , vthiqh, if enacted, woul d , 
I ~ confident , afford substantial r eli e f . 
T'ne proposed measure also contains a limit on 
the tot~l number of judges \':ho might thus be 
b.:ppointeci unci also a limit on t he pot entiFll 
size of any one of our feder al courts . 

T!1ut bill , . I mizht o.dd , as I eXJ)ldned to the Chuirrr:en of the 

Judiciary Con.T.litteen of the .i~ouse und 3enu.t e just no,,· , is merel y 

so;;.ethin~ for theM t o \'tOr}: on, as i :1 Wly othu::.- c~:tse • .• hen any bill 

goes in . It is ~ i!~;ly sor..ethinc :'cr t!:sr-. to '·or l< on to seve therr. 

trouble of tryin~ to put th~ lcn~uagP. torether . (Leu~hter) 

~1'hese :pro"losc.ls do- not r~,ise any issue 
of' cons titutionul law . " 

$one of you rr.ay, perhc.ps , realize w!:y I s:.ci d l'lhut I did ir. my 

annual rues sage of J&nu!:l.ry f ifth . 

,. 

'"-'her 6.o not sut~est t:.ny forr. of co :n.?ulsory 
retire~:.ent for incur.bent judges . Indeed, 
t~ose Ht.o ht>vc re:..ched the retiren:ent r..ee , 
but desire to continue their judicial l'lor k, 
would be able to cio so unC:er l ess physical 
unC: n:ent ul !..tr:~ in und 1·. oul d be able to play 
a useful p&rt in reliev in£ the grovling c on­
Gestion in the busin~ss of our court s . Ar.ong 
them a r e men of er;1inence and g reat ability 
\lhose ser vices the Government would be loath 
to l ose . If, on the other hand , any judge 
eligible for retireu£nt should feel that his 
court would suffer because of ~n incr ease i n 
its n.embership , he lllL1Y r etire or resign under 
already existing provis ions of lt~\1 if he wi shes 
s o to do . in this connection let me say that 
the pending proposal to extend to the Justices 

-
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ot t he Supreme Court the same retirement priv­
ileges now available to other federal j udges, 
has my entire approval." (Laughter) 

:SU - lS 

You !mow Vlhat the situati on i s there . Any Circuit or District 

Judge may retire on full pay . J, Supreme Court Judge can resi gn 

and get full :!>BY . The only difference is th~t if be resigns 

and gets full ~ay , he i s sub ject to changes i n the income tax 

l aws and things like that . This recommenda tion would put him 

on the sawe status as the judges in the other courts. 

"One furt::J.er u.atter requires inm:ec!iate 
attention . " ........, 

- Th is is the other in!Jortant one. 

\ 

" :e have 1.1 tnessed the S1Ject;, cle of con­
flict ing decisions in both trial and appellate 
courts on t~e constitutionality of ever y fo~ 
of irnport~nt ler.i s l ation . " 

Th is i s concerned prir.arily with consti tutione.l queE:ti ons . 

"~uch u welter of uncomposed di fferences of 
,iudici&.l opinion has brout;ht the l~:~>~ , the 
courts , ~::tnd , indeed , the entire e clministra-
t ion of justice dtmeerousl:: near to disrepute. 

" federul statute is hel:l le£;(11 by one 
judge in one district; it is simultaneously 
held illegal by another judge in another dis­
trict . .-n IJ. ct valid in one judicial circuit 
is invalid in ~::tnother judicial circuit. Thus 
ri~hts fully accorded to one fi rOU!> of citizens 
may be denied to others. hS a practicul . rrAt­
ter this ~eans th~t for periods runnine as 
long: &s one year or t1-:o ;:e11rs or three years -­
until finul determination can be nade by the 
Supreme Court - - the law loses its Ji,o&t indis­
pensable element -- equality. 

orr,:or eover , durin{>; the l on{; ;:'rOcesseS Of 
preliminary motions, oric inal trials, pe ti­
tions for rehearings , appeals, reversals on 
technicbl grounds requiring re - trials, motions 
before the SupreMe Court and t _he final hear­
ing ~y t he highest tribunal - - curing ~ 11 t his 
time labor, industry , agriculture, commerce 



I 
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and the Government i tselt go through an uncon­
sc i onable ~eriod or unoer~ainty and embarrass­
ment , And it is well to remember that during 
these l ong processes the normal operat i ons or 
BOciety and gover nment a r e handi capped i n many 
cases by differing and divided opini ons in the 
lower courts and by the lack or any clear guide 
for the dispatch of busi ness . Thereby our legal 
system is fast losing another essential of jus­
tice -- certainty. 

"Finally , we find the processes of govern­
ment itself brought to a complete stop from time 
to time by injunctions issued almost automati­
cally, s onetimes even without notice to the Gov­
ernment, a nd not infrequently in clear viola­
tion of the :principle of equity t hut injunctions 
should be granted only i n t hose r~re cases of 
manifest illegality and irreparable darr.age 
against \'lhich the ordinary course of the law 
offers no ~1rotection . St<~tutes Vihich the Con­
gress enacts a r e set aside or s us?ended for 
long periods of tirr.e, even in cases to wh ich 
the Governrr.ent is not a party. 

"In the unc ert(,_ in st e. te of t he luv.: , 1 t. is 
not d i f ficult for the i nc;enious to devise novsl 
reasons for att o.ckin£ tr.e v alidity of new legis­
le. tion or its up2)lication. · J'hile t hese ques­
tions ure l~.boriously brow-.ht t o issue a nd de­
b&.ted t hrcue::h I;:! series of courts , t lH Govern­
r;:ent must s t and aside . It rr,:;...t ters not that t he 
Con~;ress h<>s e mtct3d the l&rl, thut tte Execu­
tive has s i t;neC. it and tlH.:. t t he a&ni n i strative 
n.uchinery is v:o. i tine, to function. Goverrunent 
by i njunction l ays a hea.vy hand. uron normal 
processes; ~:~nd no i mportant stat uta cun take 
af fect -- .against any individual or org~niza­
t ion v1ith t he .:reans to employ l awye r s and en­

_e;age in wide-flung litigation - - until it has 
passed tl:>.rouch t he <ihole hierarchy of the 
courts: Thus the j udiciar~, by postponing 
the effective date of .!..ct s of the Congress, is 
ass~ine an additional fUnction and is co~ing 
more a nc more to constitute a scattered, 
loosely org1:1n izeC. an(i s lowl~ ope r a t in;; third 
house of the Nationa l Legi s lature . 

· "Tti'is state of aff1:1irs has come upon the 
nation gr~dually over u period of decades . 
In my a nnua l rr~ssage to this Congress I ex­
pr e ssed soite views and some hopes . 

34.2 -- 14 
1 



"Now, aa an 1Dmediate step, I recoamend 
that the Congress proTide that no decision, 
injunction, judgMent or decree on any consti­
tutional question be promulgated by any fed­
eral court without previous and ample notice 
to the Attorney General a nd an opportunity tor 
t he United States to present evidence and be 
heard. This i s to prevent court action on the 
constitutionality of Act s of t he Congress i n 
suits between private individuals, where t he 
Government is not a party to the suit , without 
giving opportunity to the Government of the 
United Stat es to defend the l aw of the land.'' 

That sounds l i ke co~on sense . .. 
~ 

" I 11lso eurnestly reco~nd t hat in cases 
in whicl: 11ny court of first instance --

That is t he District Court 

"deter:nines a question of constitutionality, 
the Congress provide thut t here si:all be a 
direct and im:J.eciiute unJel.l l to the Supreme 
court, --

342 -- 115 

::ot takin, t1\'.c.r un:r ri, ht of t.ny lo; ·er court to pass on consti-

tutionulity , but it 'Pr ovi des for <.n i mliedi 1:1te e::.puee.l tc t he 

.:.uprerne Court t..nc; t !".ut s uch cases --

••tak~ pr e.ce<!ence over t.ll other nE: t t er s 
pendina in t tat court . Such lecislHtion 
v:ili, I 1:11, ccnviaced , go far to ::.lleviate 
the inequuli ty, uncertainty line c ele.y in the 
disposition of vital questions of constitu­
t i onulity ~..<risin~ undor our fundamental lew . 

"l ~· uesire i s to stren~;then the ::.dmin­
istrt.tion , f justic~ ~n~ tv ~ke it~ more 
effective serv'-'.Ilt of r-ublic need. In the 
.~~ricun ideal of government the courts find 
t:.n essent i t>.l l.lnci constitutional place . In 
stri vinu to fulfill that i <.l.eel , not only t he 
judges but the Congr ess und the ~xecut1ve as 
well, must do all in their povter to bring the 
judicial organization and personnel to t he 
high s t andar ds of usefulness wtich sound and 
efficient government und rr~d ern concitions 
requi .r e . 

'"l'l1is messaee la~s deult with four present 

' 

•, 

1 
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needs: 

"First, to eliminate congestion of cal­
endars · and to make the Judicib.ry as a whole 
less s t ati c by the constant and systematic 
addition of new blood to i ts personnel ; 

Tha t ·is the first need --

"second, to mak& the judiciary more elastic 
by providing for temporary transfer s of cir­
cuit and district judges to those pl aces where 
federal co~ts are most in arrears ; thi~d, to 
furnish the Su:preme Court pract.ical assistance 
in ,supervising t he conduct of business in the 
l~ver courts; fourth, to e l iminate inequality, 
uncertainty and delay now existing in the de­
termination of constitutional Questions in­
volving federul statutes . 

"If we inc:::-ease the person::~el of the 
federal courts so th;,. t ca ses !:.ay be pror;;ptly 
decided i n t he first instance, and rr~y be 
~iven ~dequLt~ and ~rompt hearing on &11 ap­
peals; if we invigoru. te &11 the courts by 
the persi stent infusion of new blood; if \'19 

,~rant to t~e bupreme Court ;'urther ~ower and 
responsibility i n n:uint~inine: the ef~iciency 
Of the entire fede.r a l judiCili>l"J j anc if ;:e 
<•Ssure government partici pt:: t ion in the speed­
ier consideration u.nd fin~l determinRtion of 
all constitutional c;_ur,stions , we sh&.ll go n 
l ong way t owa.rC. our h i r;h objectives. I f' 
t hese measures a chieve the ir &in, we n:ey be 
relieved of the necessity of' consi ce rin£ any 
fundenental chane;es i n tl:.e ~o,;:ers of t!le courts 
or the constitution of our Governr.!3nt - ­
chunges w!::ich i nvolve consequences so fe.r ­
r eachin€ a s t o cause u.ncertr.:. int:· 1:.s to the 
wi s6.or.1 of s uch course ." 
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'!.'hl=l bill it sel f' , s o ti:b. t you ':/ill ret li -practicc.l idea 

Of the bill, -- l:ost of tht:; b ill i s technict. l -- I \!ill only 

. ,;o over the hieh ' l i r;ht£ : 

"'.:hen any judge of a court of the United 
States , appointed to hol d his office during 
good behavior, has heretofore or her eafter · 
attained t he a ge of sev~nty years and bas held 
a collmlission or commissions as jud.e:e of any 
such court o r courts at l east t en years , con-

14 



tinuously or otherwise, a nd within six months 
thereafter bas neither resigned nor retired, --

342 -- - 1'1 

In other words, when he gets to be seventy years and six mont.hs 

• old and has neither resigned nor retired, --

"the President, for each such judge who has 
not so resigned or retired , shall nominate, 
and by and with the udvice and consent of the 
Senate , shall ap~oint one addit ional judge to 
the court to Ylhich the forne r is COI!ll!lissioned . " 

Is t h&. t cle&.r? 

"The number o~ judges of any court shall 
be permanently increased by tte number jappointed 
thereto under t he p rovisions of subsection (a) 
of this section . Nq more them fifty judges 
shall be ttppoint ecl t he reunder, nor shall any 
judge be so appointed if such appointment would 

·- result in (1) more tha n !'ifteen rr.cmberr. of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, ( :? ) r.tore 
t han t11o a dditiom•l members so arpointed to a 
circuit c o~rt of ~ppeals , the Court of Cleims, 
the United Stutes Court of Custo~s and ratent 
Appeals , or the Custo::.s Court, or (3 ) !'lore than 
t wice the nw::':ler of judges now ttuthorized to be 
appointed for ~ny district or, in the cose of 
judges appointed for nore th~n one d i strict, 
for o.ny such r r oup of districts ." 

'I'hen ~ection : r eL.t u::: t o <:..ss i t-;ru ~ent~· by tl1e c:-: ief J ustice 

of ttny jud~,;e her el,fter O:'J"Ointer1 t o eny otl:Cl' ~. ! strict or cir-

cuit . 

:he rest o!' t ~e: b i ll , t':at is Section ~ , reL t el' to the 

!:tppointn.ent or tht: ~·roctor , •:.hose C.uty i s to c et infonnntion 

for t he court i n recu.r o t o the voltu::c bnrl str tus of lit i gc. -

tion in a ll the court s of tl'.e United 3tl..t E..s , the need of assign·-

ing ~!strict Judges t o con~ested a reas or met hods for expediting 

c&ses pen<iini'" on t~e dockets . 7he Proctor , 1·:e suegest , should 

eet ti sale~; of J l O, OOO a year . 

T:nat i s about 1:111 in tho .• ct . The rest is technica l . 

' 



And t hat i s a ll the news . 

I 

Q l!.r . P resident , wi ll you del iver thi s message ·or r ead i t in per son? 

'i'HE PID:SI DEUT: It will be read i n about half a n hour • 

.... L:r. Pres ident, t h is question is for background , but is this i n-

tended to tak .. ce.re of cases where the appointee has lost the 

mentul capacity to resign? (Laughte r) 

THli: fRE::>ICL:tiT : 'filt.. t is all. . -
·~ ''t.s thu. t the r eason for the speciul C~::.b inet n:eet ing ? 

'l'l-L.: .?~::::.,II.Jll . r : Yes . 

~ Can you. t ell us 11hat the re~>.ction was this morning? 

I'Hl:. :?1\~JIDC.:':' : I d i d ext.ctly \:ho t I ciic. h er e • ..:..s ~oon as I finished 

I c w:~::: in ~:CJre . ·rhe r e •. ·us no C:. i scus sion . 

• 



C(IIJ'IJ)JNTUL Pr••• CaDterenoe ~ 
.u tbe lbit • Bouae, 

February 9, 1937 -- ' P.M. 

TBK PRKSIDliNT: Nobody occupying rred' s chair. 

Q Don't you think that the Dean should occupy it? 

THE PRESID11iT: 'l'bat'• right! Go. on, sit do'tlll! (Laughter) 

Q Has he reached that age -- the retirement age? 

DEAN YOUNG: They want me to eit down because of my height, 

not my agel (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: He doesn't know how to write sitting down. 

(More 1aushter) (Then, to the folks in the back of 

the room) We just made a decision in the front row; 

Fred Storm's chair being empty, we unanimously ap-

pointed Dean Young to occupy it. 
., 

/ 

I have a mess.age going up tomorrow on sending 

up the drought report of the Great Pl~ins Committee, 

which supplements the report that went up last week 

and ties in with the general situation in regard to 

flood:s and drought and public works in general, and 

also with the conference I had to~ay . and yesterday 

with Ken tuck_y and Ohio Sena.tors. 

Q Mr. President, has anyone introduced an Arkansas Valley 

Authority Bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I think there have been bills last ses­

sion and this for two or three dozen authori tie a. 'I 

1 
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Will tell 7ou what we are talkins aboat at the pre .. Dt 

nu in reprd to natural reeouroee aDCl :publio worke. 
' 

Attar lookins at a doa.m 41tterent eoh .. ee and exa.in-

ing into theee iDClivi~ual billa tor authorities like a 

Potomao River Authority, an Ohio River Authorit7, et 

oetera, we have oame around to this point or view: I 

told thia to the Senatore this morning, that in the in-
.-

tereat or orderl7 planning it aeom.a beat to set ~P per-

, haps eight regions -- not neoeaaarily eight, it :might 

be seven, nine. or ten, but eight regions, in a gen­

eral way, seemed to cover the country without any one 

region having too large an area and at the same time 

avoiding too many small watersheds, and thereby keeping 

the overhead down. 

Each or these regional authorities or administra­

tions or whatever Congress want~d to oall them, would 

have the task every year of submitting a list or proj­

ects tor flood or drought or soil erosion or navigable 

channels or reforestation within their region, listins 

thom. in the order or preference. :.....:....___ 

After all the regional reports were in -- oh, say 

July or August -- we would add up the figures or their 

recommendation and, baaed on the condition or~ 
Treasury -- in other words, a caretul check-up by the 

Budget as part or the Budget Message -- determine how 

.. 
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•oh the Prea14ct ooul4 reo0111iea4 to ~he · Coa&H•• tor 

the Ration •• a whole in hie buds••· T.bereupon, ua4er 

the reorsanization plan the third aseDOJ ua4er the 

Preeident; the National PluniD& Asaoy, would set 

hol4 ot theee eight resional agenoiea and aay to thea, 

"The Preaident oan only approTe ao many dollars to go 

.into his budget; therefore, will you all out (ot course 

it would be eTery year a out) your recommendations down 

to tit into the total budget tigure .that is possible, 

and give us a list ror each region or the things that 

would tit into the budget sum; then put down at the 

asme time a B liat of projects that you approve, that 

you have r ·eoommended, that are all ready to shoot on 

the following fiscal year." · 

The President thereupon submits both lists to 
\ 

Congress, the first list being withtn the budget, and 

the second list being what might be called alternative 

projects, leaving it to Congress to determine wh~ther 
' they want to go along with the original recommendation 

or litt anything out and put someth!ng else in -- wholly 

a matter or congressional discretion. 

That makes ror early planning and ties in all or 

t~eee problema that are before us because or acta ot 

God and man during the past tew years -- drought, duet 

a.torms, tloods; the control or floods by lenea, reaer-



• 

votra, aDl ~11 eroaloa ooatrol. T.beJ all tie 1ato. 

one cceral. :plaulq :piowre everr a1D1le rear -­

·tllat 1e 1obe ia:portu.t part. I .llhall probablJ have 

a tew .ore conterenoea with member• ot the Bouae and 
. 

Senate in recard to it with the ho:pe we will get soae 

kia4 ot legielation. It is a :procedure that coats 

com:paratively little money. _ 

Q Y.bat will be the oost, Mr. Preaident? 

'lHE PRBSIDEN'l': The cost will be vecy low. 

~ What will be the expenditure? 

T.BE PRESIDENT: Approximately what is being spent now on 

national planning -- probably actually making a sav­

ing over what we are doing now on national planning 

because we have a dozen ditterent agencies. 

Q How much will be spent on projects? 

15 

THE PRESIDENT: That depends on what can go into the budget. 

It will come in under that •500,000,000 limitation 

that I talk aboat so often. That, ot .course, in­

cludes public buildings, highways, harbor work, and 

things ot that kin.d. 
.. 

Q These would be regional divisions, not corporate author!- · 

tie a? 

THE PRESIDENT: They would be regional divisions. In w,.ork­

ing it out, possibly in some cases the regional divi­

sions would also have admi-ni-a~r.ative -duties -- aa, 

• 
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tor inatanoe, in the oaaa ot the ~.V.A. --but in 

aoat iutanoes the7 would be plallllin& author1t1ea. 

~ lhen you talked to us about two years aso, when you 

used the phrase "re~ap1ns the taoe ot nature," you 

mentioned teoo,ooo,ooo, but we did not understand 
. : 

th~t would include harbors. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, all public works. 

Q Would this new plan change the omnibus flood control 

bill enacted by consresa? 

THE PRESIDENT: It ties in rl th it. As you know, that 

bill authorized all kinds or things -- about 

1300,000,000 worth. The taking up or those things 

depends e~ch year upon the amount appropriated by 

.. , ··. Congress, and this tits right into that. It is 

possible that in the course or two or three years 

there may be coming !rom the planning division a 

recommendation that some or those projects rather 

hastily thrown together be eliminated .and others put 

in their place. 

~ Do you ~lan strict adher, nce to the principle estab­

lished in that omnibus bill with reference to local 

contributions? 

~PRESIDENT: That's a headache. I will sive you a 

very good illustration. Yesterday I approved a let­

ter that the Secretary ot War is going to send out. 

' 

' . 

. · 

I 
. ' 



sa ·•· 

We ha4 ihoae terrible tloo4a U» on ~e Ooaneotiout 

R1Yer -- ver, aer1oua, but 414n't 4o aa .Uoh Aaa-

age aa on the Ohio River; but they were tron•·»ac• 

on the newapapers tor two weeks, at leaat, an4 in 

New England longer than that. Congress appropr1ate4 

tlo,ooo,ooo tor immediate conatruotion or reeer.oira 

an4 thlnge or that kind, conditioned on the tour 

states involved --. Vermont, New Hampshire, Kaeaaohu­

aetta, and Conneotiou~ -- buying the land. The 

land ooat waa estimated at three and one-halt mil-

lion dollars, and the problem oame , beoauae moat or­

the land was in Vermont and New Hampshire, as to 

how muoh Massachusetts and Connecticut would contrib-

ute. Vermont and New Hampshire didn't want to buy 

all the land tor benefits that would aoorue as tar 

south as Hartford; so the~state contract method waa 
' 

tried. 

The first week in August we were trying to work 

out a prorata or the coat or that land. We are now 

nearing the middle of February and t hey haven't 

bought any land; so the tlo , ooo , ooo whi ch we are 

ready t o spend is held up. We are ready to go ahead. 

That is the queation brought up last week. It is 

discretionary on my part. We will etart the work aa 
I 

soon as we get the land. That method doean't seem 



• 

~ 

. Ml _,_ 

~o be worJd.q. 1'1la~· 1a aa tar aa w haTe sou, oz­

oqi the Seoretary ot 'l'ar ia aakiq ihe 80TOl'JlOJ:'8 

ot thoae tour s\a'•• whether they oan a•~ toaother, 

aD4 thor are aendins up our engiaeera to aeaiat the 

aktes. 

~ lhat is the oure, Mr. Preaident, tor this headaohe you 

apoke ot? 

THE P.RBSIDENT: I don't know. It obviously aeeaa olear 

that the atates and the looali ties ought to bear 

some ot the burden; but when you oome down to the 

prorating ot it, it is an awfully difficult problem. 

I hesitate very definitely involving the Federal 

Government in bearing the whole expense, beoauae I 

think we should have some local contribution. 

~ Some ot these senators today aaid that power and rec­

lamation would be tied in together. 

THE PRESIDENT: It all ties in together. One dam may be 

/ . a dam solely tor reclamation; another dam may be tor 

reclamation and navigation; another dam may be tor 

navigation and power. It depends on the individual 

project. 

~ Mr. President, would these regional adainiatratione 

deal only with Federal projects, or would they al.a 

plu what the atatea and looal1 ties misht do w1 th 

!'ederal aid? 

I 
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THI PaDIDift: 'I'M aeaaace on 4:roqht llaa thia aeatnoe 

that soea up toaorrow: ".All the different :progua 

JRUt be oooperati·n ud Will require oom.plement&l'T 

l1nee of aot1on by the Pe4eral Govera.ent, atate 

· · governMnt •, and all the atatea of the region."· 

Don't uae that in quotes, beaauae the meange haa 

not gone to Oongresa yet. 

Q lbat you are . saying today can be used? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

·~ Could you give us today's interpretation of the Yalah­

Healey Act under which the Navy is struggling to but 

aome steel? 

THE PRESIDENT: No; I have asked tor a report on 1 t ., I 

know we are not getting steel. 

~· One of your early messages had to · do with the long­

range view of the development or resources and the 

subject or unemployment; does this tie in with that 
•. 

idea so they could use unemplo 

work? 

in this kind of 

THE PBESIDENT: Yea; the last report that went up on the 

water resources contained a very definite recommend&-

tion on that. With this planning organization we 

w~d ,do a certain amount or that every normal year. 

We would be ready, however, 11'1 th· auneya and plana 

in ~aae of a year where we started to have a depreasion, 

• 
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~ 1aorea.. tb~ amount and thereby kee» tbe purohaa-

1ns power up by keepins un .. plo,..nt troa 1noreaa1Dg. 

Q Do you oppoae the apl1tt1na or your Jud1o1ary roto~ 

bi~l into two aeaauroa? 

THE PRBSIDBN'l: You will han to read ay moeaase tor the 

present. 

. .Q. Did you aay you have asked tor a report on the Walah­

Healey Aot? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have asked. ., 

~ Did you give the senators who called today your views 

on reclamation expenditures outside the reclamation 

tund? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, we .talked about the general picture. .. . 
' We also did bring out in conversation this general 

·-· 
thought which is usetul, I think, from a national 

point of view: A lot of us people in the East have 

the feeli~g that we are spending an awfUl lot or 

money in the West, proportionately, on a population 

basis --more than we are spending in the . Eaet. 

That is true; but, on the other hand, people in 

areas like the western Dakotas have to move. They 

oan't find a livelihood where they are, and out in 

the Waat -- those states with a small population -­

we oan take care or a good deal bigger population 

than are out there at the preaent time. It ooata 

, 



aoaq to so; u4 that 1a nee reol•·attoa ooua ill. 

Ye co Wl4oubte4lr support -tnoe or three t1Ma the 

»opulation, i~ •• plall tor 1t, in tho•• .... atatea --
. 

mountain atatea -- and I think it is aoner well ~eat, 

beoauae it will give a place to those people to so 

who have to make. a llvlns. . 
. . gr:. 

Q Mr. Preaident, will the regional administrat be 

Federal officials? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q Do you expeot to appoint a successor to Morris Cooke 

on the Power Policy Committee? 

TaE PRESIDENT: No, I don't think so; I am not appointing 

anybody to succeed Morris Cooke; Morris is going on 

a well-deserved holiday. 

Q He is coming back? 

THE PRESID:WT : I think so. 

Q "Achieving Greater Safety for Air Passenger•": Can 

you tell us the result of your conference on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: We had a . very satisfactory talk. They 

gave me a list of things they had agreed on at that 

conference. Whether that is for release to the 

public I don't know. You will have to find out. 

Q Can you tell us about the call of Governor Earle and 

Senator Guffey? 

• 

-· 
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m. JIBKBID•'r: !!Ia' relatet to ~e al•uuon tlaa' haa 

arlaeD beoau .. the OODa'1'U'10D Ot the a•ate 414 DOt 

allow P•uyl~aala ~ do what moat ot the other atatea 

do, whloh la to pay tor their rel1et »roblea by le­

eulDS boD4a. Until Go~ernor lal'le o... ln ther hat 

been blooked on any bond 1aaue, and alao they had~ot 

lnoreaaed the taxes at all to pay tor rellet, ao 

they are up apinet it. D~ing that :period the 

State or PenneylYania got much leea in the to~ ot 

public worka aaaiatance trom the Federal Government 

than the other states did; so they made, I think, a 

rather juetitied plea that they should haTe some 

ppblic worke money to make up tor what they loet dur­

ing the previous administration in Pennsylvania. 

~ It has been reported that you haTe been in touch at 

least once with the people in the automobile strike -­

Mr. Lewis and Governor Murphy. 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I didn't telephone to anybody~ester­

de.y. 

~ Nor Sunday either? 
. ...... 

'lHE PRESIDENT: I talked to Frank Murphy Saturday night. 

They seemed to be e.wtully close together, and I hoped 

they could bridge the gap. 

Q Have you been in touch with anybody tode.y? 

THK PRBSIDI!XT : No. 

' ' 
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Q. BaTe rou ez:preaH4 a 4edre tor the tiM wbea rou wtah . 

your SUpr .. e Court lesialatioc paaH4? 

THI PlmSIDDlT: No. 

~ Are you considering going on the air? 

THB PRXSIDDrr: No. 

Q. It anr additional appointments to the Supreae Court be­

oaae· neoesaarr, would that increase in aise alreadJ 

reported be a permanent one? 

THE PRBSTDENr: I think you will haTe to read the message 

and the proposed bill. 

Q Mr. President, did you eay anything about your confer­

ence on the St. Lawrence Seaway? 

THE PRESIDENT: The only thing is they gave me a report on 

what the St. Lawrence-New York State Power Authority 

is doing and told me that they hoped very much that 

these unofficial preliminary oonvereations with 

Canada would proceed a little taster. They are pro­

ceeding; I don't know whether they are proceeding any 

taster or not. 

~ lben_you speak about people moving west, does that point 

to a larger resettlement program or some further Gov­

ernment encouragement? 
• 

Tim PRESIDENT: We do not have to start anything. It we 

have any reclamation projects where people oan go out 

aad get •o- or 50-aore tarme, they will do it. 

' 

• 



Q Ia it poaaible tor the State ot PeDA8JlT&Dia to set 

money under the exiating oiroumatanoea? 

THE PRISIDBHT: Yea; it they haTe a P.W.A. liat ot projeota 

and will oontine their requeat tor a srant approxi­

mately to the number ot people they take ott the re­

liet rolls I think we o'u put it through. 

~ Mr. President, is there any collllll8nt .. you can make ab011.t 

the report that the dockets are being cleared rather 

rapidly? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't read it. 

Thank you, Mr. President! 

The Press Conterence t hen adjourned. 

\ 
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