CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #337,

Executive Offices of the White House,
January 15, 1937, 10.45 A.M.

¢ Do you think you can get a ticket (to your Inaugural)?

THE PRESIDENT: It is all very nice about this story of sending me a

ticket. There wes not any ticket enclosed. In that invitation
to my Insugural they did not enclose a ticket. (Laughter)
MR. DOMNALDSOM: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't thiok there.is any news at all today.

¢ Mr, President, can you tell us about any prospects of a new St.
Lawrence Treaty, or whether any considerstion has been given to
including the Nliagara Falls Power and Improvement work in it?

THE PRESIDENT: I regﬁ a story tais morning and, of course, it is just
one of those things. The story is a factual story that goes about
ninety percent further than there is any justification for. “hat
has happened is this: Perfectly informelly we have been talking
with the Canadian Govermment in regari to the posaibiiity of dis-
cussing the question of the St. Lawrence. Now that, literally,
is as far as we have got and there isn't another thing. It is

the question of the St. Lawrence -- I am not referrins to specifie

treaties -- and the question of the St. Lawrence, of course, in-

cludes any one of the tresties, such as the Great Lsakes, and it
includes the question of Niagara Falls. It 1is the whole thing.
You can call it the area from the headlakes of (Lske) Superior --
from Duluth down to the Montreal tidewater. That is as far as

anybody has got. I could not write 'anything more than that be-

cause there isn't anything more to =ay.




@ Then there is not likely to he any treaty submitted at this session

of Congress?
THE PRESIDENT: I honestly haven't got any idea. In other words, we

are talking about whether we will have conversations.

 Have you decided whether or not the Government employees will have
January twentieth as a holiday?

THE PRESIDENT: I think it is in the law.

Q Is 1t?

THE PRESIDENT: So they tell me,

NMR. EARLY: 1In the District of Columbia. -

R V¥Will you make the Maritime Commission appointment soon?

THI' PRECIDENT: I don't know vhen. £As soon as I can.

Q@ Do you ecare to say anything about the story that you are ealling
an economic conference with Frasnce and Great Britain?

THE PREEIDENT: Of course there is not a word of truth in it. I don't
know how a thing like that gets started. Sir Valter Runciman is
coming over here. He has been (plannings to) come over hLere on s
holiday -- I think the thing was planned two or three months ago --
and when he comes here he will come to see me, But ﬁe is over
here on a holiday and he is coming to see e as e personal friend

-

end that is all there is to it.

i _E;n you tell us anytaing about your discussion with Secretary lor-
genthau and the Cheirman of the I.C.C. on railroad practice?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think there is anything more than the Chair-

man told you when he went out. That is about all there was.

G No deci=ion?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no.




Q Mr. President, it has been suggested that the two new battleships

may be named the MAINE and VERMONT? fLaughtar}

THE PRESIDENT: Well, T will tell you a story if you won't attribute it
to me -~ if you will attribute it to some wholly outside source.
Almost off the record -- I think it is a good columnist story.
Freddie Hale (Senstor Hale) -- uf1ccurse I have known Freddie ever
since we were boys. I startled the entire end of our table by
saying that we have the most awful protocol question -- it was at
the SCpesker's Dinner -- and I said there was an Ambassador from
llaine and there was a question of where he should be placed and
which one should come first. (Laughter)

G Vould it then be legal to name the battleships MAINE and VERMONT?

THE PRESIDINT: Vould it be legal?

Q Yes.

THE PRCSIDENT: T do not know the stetus of it. I am ineclined to think

that battleshipéfhave to be named after states.

W Thet wsas whet I was referring to.

THL PRESIDENT: Nuff said.

¢ Have you fixed a time when you will send the liellon Art Museum to

Congress? =

THE PRESIDENT: I hsve not heard from the Attorney Genersl and lir,

iiellon's representative., They have been working on it and I will
send it up just as soon as I get their report. It may come any

«day now, I should think.

@ Thank you, Mr. President.
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H. GODIVIN: (Referring to Inauguration Day Address) Did you have
any ill effeets? Did you get a co0ld?

THE FRISIDENT: lot a sign of one. Charlie (lMichelson) got one.

Q Steve (Larly) said that you wore out two silk hats.

% Thut wus @about the all-time high af bad weather.

THZ PRLSIDENT: I think it was.

W DCHAIDSON: All in.

THo PLLSIDENT: Well, judeing by the looks of veovle, I éhoulﬁ say
you could take it, too. (Lauzhter)

& Nothing obut = 1ittle rain. =

mornings. I an sendins up & messure early next week on natural

rescurces =- I cannct tell vou more &bout it €t the present

(Lauchter)

« Isn't it that conservation plan?

110 TRLOIDENT: Yes. Otherwise T don't think there is anvthinge at
L'Lll-

i, ruve you anything to suay about this autorobile strike situation
as it developed overnizsht?
T PRESIDENT: 1 have no further news than what you have got. Cf

course 1 think that, in the interests of peace, there come

moments when statements, conversations and heesdlines ere not

in order. (Laughter) Therefore, having no news I don't think

roment becsuse I huve forgotten whether it is woter or drought.

rie PHOSIDENT: Yes. I don't think there is any particeular news this




I will say anything further.
Q& Do you plan to intervene in the automobile strike?

THE PRESIDENT: I think I have already answered the question.

Q Did you read lr. Lewis' statement?

THZ PRESIDENT: I have already answered the question,
MR. EARLY: liay that one sentence be directly quoted?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

(The President's answer, "Of course I think that, in the inter-
ests of peace, thers come morents when statements, conve&éa-
tions and headiinas are not in order," was read to the Press
by the stenogr&phé;.}

« Thut sentence mmy be quotead?

THE FIESIDENT: %es.

w +111 you see the Eritish member of the Board of Trede tomorrow or
today?

TE: DREsIDe™: No, lr. Runeimen is coming tomorrow. I think he is
coming just a«fter lunch undé staying until Monday.

 Lr. Preesident, can you tell us enything about the nossivility of
building a Government auditorium here for such & day as last
Junuary twentieth?

THL PREASITZEITT: Quite uside frowm this lust Jenuary twentieth there
nave been quite & number of occasions that have shown the need
of a larger csuditorium in Vashington. Do you remember the
party when they ;;L to heve overflow meetings in Constitution

Hall becuuse there wasn't sny plece bir enoush to teke care of

all of them? e have talked about it for a long time. It is

a #ary desirable thing for the Governrent to have one very large




auditorium in Washington.
On the other hand, it is & question of what comes first
and, in the present condition of things, you can take, for

example, the JArmy. The Army is today, I think, in twenty-two

different buildings, most of them rented. Probably it is more

important to house some of our people, Government workers, than

it is to build &n suditorium. If we had enough money to builad

both, I would be delighted to build both.
I am working &t the present time on & plen, which is all

4 part of the general plenning idea, that lists the needs of
the Government in the vay of buildings in the District of
Columbia. It 1s a more or less informel renort that would be
sent to the Appropriations Cormittees of both Houses, the
thought veing thut it would nlan to spend & certain emount of
roney each year for perhaps ten years. I think tﬁere have been
vlans of thut kind before. It was on the basis of such & nlan
that the Triangle buildings were built. Mow we have come to a—
noint +here we nsed new plans.

% ould the expenditure of thut money come out of the five million
dolla e Tor generzl public works?

THE PRESIDIIT: Yes.

<« I8 there anything in the TVA situation sbout vhich you cure to
corment?

T PRISIDENT: Trhere isn't any news on that 2t all at the present
time. That very informel committee is working on it end I will

probebly see them over the weekend or early next week.

~

& There have been & good m&ny rumors that Dr. liorgan (Dr. Arthur E.




Liorgan) is going to resign.

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't heard anything except what I have read.

Q Wasn't there another dommittea‘?ppnintad for the same thing?

THE PRESIDENT: That went out of existence.

Q@ Did they ever report?

THZ PRESIDENT: Only informally. We were not ready at that time
because it got through -- it passed one House and not the other.

@ Can you tell us whether you will join or supnort any legislation
seeking & change of praétice of the Supreme Court with respect
tq legislation?

THE PRESILENT: That 1s a sort of "iffy"™ question.

i I presume what you sald about your program for public buildings
supercsedes everything tﬁat Sacretary Ickes has said about it,

the fact that it has been proposed as a Jefferson lemorial?

TEL PESTIRENT: It cdoes end it doesn't. COf course the Jefferson
l..emorial is in a different category because they heve & Joint
Committee on that. I cannot very well do more than refer to
the fact that that Joint Committee is still in sessionm.

Q lir. President, will you make public the corresvondence between the
Treasury and the I.C.C. on taxes that passed through the Thite
House?

.THE PRLSIDENT: I cannot tell you yet. There is only one letter so
far, so it cannot be called "correspondence."

Q@ The other is on its way? (Laughter)

Q Have you selected any dete or personnel yet for that conference

about the courts that Senator i'inton talked about?

THE PRESIDENT: There isn't any conference. Senator Minton is coming
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down to confer with me. The Attorney General will come down

but I suppose he will come down with a lot of other Senators.

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, lfir. President.
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IR. DCMALDSON: All in.

THI PRESIDENT: I think you have practically @s much news on the
strike as I have. e have been giving out the various things |
as fast as they have been coming in.

¢ Do you mean the flood?

=

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. |

% You said the strike. (Lzughter)

¢ There must be something on your mind. (Laughter)

T2l FRESIDEMT: No, not yet; I am coming to the other thing.

% Whet about the flood? -

THC FRISIDENT: And on the Tennessee Velley (laughter) I have sent a
letter to the vurious peonle concerned who are studying the
trensmission croblem -- you will remember that., I said:

"Cn September 17, 1536, I acsked you, together
with other representatives of the Government and rri-
vate interests, to purticipate in a conference to
explore the nossibilities of joint use of power trans-
mission fecilities in the Tennessee Velley area. The
preliminary fact-finding arranced for &t that confer-
ence hac been completed end the report is in my hands.

'"Since the conference of September thirtieth, a
sweeping preliminary—injunction has been issued
agtinst the Tennessee Valley Authority upon the ap-
vlication of nineteen utility corpanies, including
cartain comnanies who were parties to the conference.
The securing of an injunction of this broad cherac-
ter, under the circunstances, precludes & joint
transmission facility arrengement, and makes it ad-
visable to discontinue these conferences."

That is that. In other words, there isn't anv use in go-

ing ehead with the thing as long &s we are enjoined. e have




the factual report of all of the vower facilities.

Q Can you tell uﬁ enything about the revort, what it shows, or
anything like that?

THD PRESIDENT: lerely a factusl renort, no recommendation. Tt
shows the amount of juiece produced at every noint andlthe
apjount transmitted on the different lines of trensmission,
the conswiption in the various areas, the estimetes made by
the companies and by the Government on future consumrtion and
the nethods of distribution whieh are now in existence.

liow, we have &ll the fzects zné we will hold them.

& L. Precicent, will there be & furtier extension of the contract
between TV.. and tl¢ Comuonwealt!: and Southern, which expires
next weé;?

T rnesIDEM: That, I think, is being teken un now.  Thet is
only one contrzet relating, think, to only one plzce, ' This
has nothin, tc_ca vilth tha% contract.

@ Cne question on thut: I uncerstund the president of the Common-
wenlth and sSouthern says thut suit wes nendin: ot the time of
your September conference wnd tnere have been no develonments,
really, to chenge the situstion.

TIZE PRLSIDEIM: “hat dié he sey about the injunction?

« Ht saic the sult wus pendin; and you did not require that they
should withdraw the suit.

I TRISTLLIT: He would not have withdrawn it 17 I hed required
it. CObviously, the situation was somewhat chunged by the

sweeping chzructer of the injunction.

< Well, will Louis 5. Wehle continue to function in the negotiations




as your rapraaan%ativa?

THE PRESIDENT: He has not been my representative in the first

place and, in the second place, I said it makes it advisable

tc discontinue these conferences. Otherwise you are all
right. (Laughter)

Cn the visit of Iir. Runeiman, I think he talked with the
Fress ut the State Levartment and, &s you know, the talks have
been of & general cheracter. Further talks will be necessary
before it can be determined whether there is & suitable basis
for trade negotiutions and that lesaves us s fer as we have gone
&t the present tine.

& Do you expect to heve similer conferences witt Cecrge§lonnet,
the French smbtssader, when he comes here?

THL FxesILZIT: Not thet I kmow of. I think he is coming merely
&8s the French Ambessador.

w nything about the strike or whet will he.ﬂcﬁ& on it?

Tite PRESILTITT: s you knou, these conferences this afterncon re-
luted to lzbor legislation and lebor lepislation only was dis-
cussed with lurper Sibley &né Bob Fleming and also with 1.
Cgburn &nd Ir. Green. lebor lsgislution was zlso the prineipal
topic with the previous grouvn, I'r. Hillman, I'r. Lewis, etec.,
althouch in thet tulk we €id tul¥ of the effects of lebor legis-
letion on this particular autcmobilz strike. But that wes only
in general terms.

Then you will &lso wunt te know what I said during the

course of the dsy und whet I reucd in the paper this morning

about the refusal of Ir. Sloun to come down tororrow. I told
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them I was not only disappointed in the refusal of )Mr. Sloan

to come down here but I regarded it as a very unfortunate de-
cision on his part.

Q@ MNay we quote that?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

& To whom did you tell that?

Tl PRESIDEIT: I think everybody ﬁuday. ineluding the Press,

G Gitorsrate: For whom, }Mr. Sloan? (Laughter)

% You have not communicated directly with Sloan?

TiZ YHESTIDENT:. To,. -

w what is the next step?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know.

% Ir. Sloan said if you invited him down here he would come. Do
you plan to do that?

Tt TRESIDENT: 4 representative of the President has asked him to
come down here.

& lr. President, in connection with the discussion of labor legis-

| lation, was the Sonstitutipn discussed?
| TiZ PRESIDENT: Yes, sure. (Laughter)
% 'hy not? (Laughter)
& lir. President, what is ﬁhe scope of the legislation, your objec-
tives?
THE PIESIDENT: Vell, we talked about & pretty wide scope, but we

did not confine i1t exactly -- thet is a 1little bit strong.

\'e spoke chiefly about the problem of three things that I

have talked about in several messages already this year, child

labor and minimum wages and maximum hours. Of course those

e e e e e S T
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dovetail into a good many other thi gs, but those were the
principsal i‘egtures we stressed.

@ &sny discussion, lir. Fresident, of legislation, giving the Labor
Department emergency powers of examination or‘racnrds, ete.,
to handle situeations of this kind in the future?

The FRESIDENT: ©No, we did not discuss that today.

« This legislation, hes it taken form as yet? 1/ill it be submitted

to the HFill pretty soon?

THE PRISILENT: Yot yet but soon.

t. Is there any decision to broaden this lecislation so that if
either party to this controversy cerands &n election the
Governnent csn sten in end bring ebout an election?

T FhosILoulT: e cid not discuss thut et &11. It hasn't anything
to vo vith child lsbor or nininum wapes or re&ximum hours. e
dlé not treut thut at all.

« DLid the suprere Court dovetail into the discussion at 2117

vl PaolDeaNT: 1o

/
+» L0Bs your progrei. for lubor legislstion cepend on the Suprere
Court decision on llational Laber Relations Act?

THE RS TERT No.

¢ a8Ve you Lkesrd from the nineteen GCovernors +ho wrote in regard
to the ehilc lsbor wmendment? i

Til. PRooIbwiT: I think we huve replies fron every one of them and
from the snaller states the informuticn I get is that it looks

opretty fuvorable,

%« ©Cne has retified in the meantine.

THE PRESIDA.T: Kentueky has ratified.
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Q I don't think that was one of the nineteen states, was it?

Q They had a special session. Your letter went out only to

those having regular sessions.

THE PRESIDENT: I see.

Q@ In regard to the strike, is there any intention to renew the
invitation to lr. Sloan in & more emphatic manner?

THe PRESIDENT: I have not considered the matter any further.

@ any subpoena power? You spoke perhaps as if you had, before
today's conference, considered the necessitv for such DOWer

THE PRESIDENT: No, I have not considered it at all.

& #ny possibility of legisletion on the sitdown strikes?

T PRESIDELT: No.

% Did the discussion have any vearing on the shippingz strike?

THZ PRESIDEINT: llo, not at all,

¢ 4. Fresident, incidentally, tﬁjthe shipping strike, when are
we golng to get the . aritime Commission?

Till Fit.5IDEIT: I hope soon. I ought to have & record to play on

that.

« You huve never given me & definition of "soon." (Laughter)

|

% lMegurding your conversation with Runcimen, you mentioned the
trade subject. TLid you mention any other subject that came
up?

TIE PoBSIDENT: Vith whom?

& Kunciman.

Tl PELSIDEIT: No, that is all I mentioned. I might say we started,

in our private conversations, on the Forth Pole and went clear

to the South Pole and then started at longitude zero and went
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‘clear around the world until we came into longitude zero,

which is Greenwich.

L]

Q Did they take in Fort Knox at any time?

THE PRESILENT: Yes, and it took in not only gold but every known
metal.

% \lere war debts encountered anywhere?

T'Z PRLSIDLIITT: llo, that wuas one topic tﬁﬂt was not discussed be-
cause I understand when he landed in Boston somebody said
M/ar debts" and he sald, "God forbid."” So I did not mention
it., (Laughter)

Was your remerk last Friday on the CIO properly construed as a

&7

rebuke?

TiL fLESIlLLT: Ilow, of course, I don't like to have to analyze
wheat you boys write. If I once started I would get into some
awful trcuble., (Laughter)

o0 would we. (Luughter)

« -T. xresident, do you see uny prospects at all, can vou give us
any possibillity of deylight ahead on the strike in view of !T.
Sloan's refusual? Cun you give us eny idea of the next step
aheud?

TOR FReoIlil T oy, I cannot. I have & cheerful disposition; that
is the only thing thuat is left.

A Gﬁn you tell:us anything on the flood situstion? 'Je heard from
the heuds today and from lr. Lerly. I was wondering if you
had &nythigg?

THE PiL3IDET: No, the only thing I think is, without going into

the details of the particular locality, that the emergency




t | l 359— g

certainly will not be over from the point of view of worst
demage, worst destruction, worst danger to life from waters,

for at least another forty-eight hours beceause & great deal

of this water is still pretty high up on the, Chio River. As
you know, up around Pittsburgh it has only just begun to re~
cede an inch or two and that 1s the second crest they have

had at Pittsburgh. 1/heeling, in the last report I got, was

still rising. Louisville is about stationary. Cincinnati
has dropped three or four inches but that is not yet & final
receding of the waters. So, for another forty-eight hours,
we are still looking for & good deal of trouble from actual

- vater und when we have got through with the finel crest all

the wuy down the [ ississippi, then of course we fcce the second
problen, which is cleaning up, @nd which is & very serious mat-
ter, both from the point of view of the work involved and &lso

from the danger to life.

; Is this flood going to give u stronger inmterest te more nermanent
-

| flood centrol work in that area?

| G, io.sIDENT: T would rather put it on & brouder basis. ‘e had

an editorisl this rorning that nointed cut thsat whenever we

have & flood we heve three or four different groups who rush

to the Covernment to et money for this, thet or the other

thing. There are the people who ure downstream, who want more

and better levees, and then the next group that went dems in

the rivers, und another group that wents to go up into the

headweters and plent trees, and another group thet says it is

entirely & question of soil ercsion. So you get all these




different groups that say their own ﬁarticular pet theory

will stop the flood.

I have come to the conclusion that we have to pursue

all of these things simultanecusly. They all tie in in a
general plecturs and, for the first time, we have in the last
three or four years been developing a synchronized program
to tie in the entire field of flood prevention and soil erosion.
That is one reason why I hope, in the keorganization Bill, we
can have & Central Planning ~nuthority, which will be responsi-
ble for, let us say in the c&se of all of the waters of the
i.ississippi, responsible for a plan which will cover all of
the wetersheds that 2o into the [ ississippi. +4nd then all the
work that is bein: cerried on will huave some relotionshin to
the woriz thet 1s being curried on &t some other point.

“ Lid_you.discuss that with secretary .allece today, !.r. Fresident?

-r
iB8E.

Dl PROo1IbLnT s
« wh&t do wvou think shoulé be done this yeur towurds flooé control?
Tid IRL3IDAIT: Go shead with the program,
w s+ Sresident, do you huve the nower to select the durs to be
bulilt this year? 4ill those be chosen soon?
MHh PRISIDERT: Where?
« Un.all tae rivers.
T PRESIDEIT: oy I have not., That is all done in the law, in
the specific appropriutions for specific dams.

{ ©Some have to be sturted first and you are glven the nower to

choose themn.

THE FRLSIDENT: I beg your pardon. You read that bill that went
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through last ye;r and you will find that every project iaa
done, with the exception of TVA projects which will be car-
ried out in accordance with the plan two years ago, which
waé submitted to the Congress. In other words, Congress
knows what will be started in the TVA this year. I have no

authority to choose any other dams.

-

% lir. President, I hope that I am wrong.

Q You will be. (Leughter)
PO PRSIDE!IT: Look it up and tnlk to me about it egain because
I don't think I have the suthority to choose any dams.

a J1 am sure you have.

I FASIDLIT: Uhere? Let me know and I will start cne. 'Till

you check on it znd let me know?

LT, Fresident, you have the povwer tc give priority to oprojects

to be selected under the Crmibus Sill.

¥

T, TosIDsiM: Let us see, You are rizht on the approprisation
for the .'ew Lnzland and Upper Chio that went through, within
certain limits, but those limits are egain dependent on the

states getting together and getting the land for re and, so

fur, they have not got the lund for me. In other words, the
quicker they do it, the quicker the vork will be sturted.
You ure right on thut.. I have the authority, but only after
the states have the land for me, and I haven't any now.

« In other words, thct means that Pennsylvaniua goes up into ew

York and buys reservoir sites, and so on. Isn't that your

situation?

THE PRESIDENT: In ew iIngland that is true,




e YCUIIG: Thank you, i'r. President.
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Q It is true in Upper Ohio. Most of the headwaters would be in
New York and they would derive no direct benefit, so they
expect Pennsylvania to ncﬁuira tﬁosa lands. -

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I don't know what ﬁappene& in Chio and New
York but in the case ;:f HNew tngland they have had that Com-
mission which hus been a2t work ever since I was there in the
summer, and they heve errived et no conclusion. Connecticut
is kicking now because liussachusetts and llew Hampshire and
Vermont have not come together. In other words, it is an il-
lustration of this compact Ehing not working.

% «nother sitdown strikef

ThHL FRESIDEERT: Yes,

« Under tiie present status of things, vioulé you care to urge the
stutes to take ecrly sction to get that flood control program
sturted?

TIZ PRIUSIDZNT: I heve been doing it ever since the bill passed.

, would you like to say scriething now®

kil

'RLSIDZIT: I think you cen gether enough from what I hove
E

—

sauid. (Laughter)
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(Senator Robinson was present at this conference.)

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: Following the line that we started the other day,

the waters of the strike are receding -- (laughter).
Things seem to be continuing to improve on the Ohio and

of course we have not got yet to the point on the lower River,

from Cairo down, where we can make any more definite predictions

than what T falked to you about the other day. The crest has
not arrived on the Mississippi yet.

On Sunday Harry Hopkins, General Markham, Dr. Parran and
Colonel Harrington, who is an Army engineer attached to WPA,
are leaving for Memphis, to get thers on Monday, and from
wemphis they will go up the river, by boat, unless of course
things are worse down below Memphis but they probably won't be
at that time. They will stop at all important flood cities
from lsemphis north up the Ohio. The object is to plan, with
the cities, the prcgraﬁ of cleanup and sanitation, usings, of
course, the WPA, the Public Health Service, the Red Cross and
all the various other Governmental agencies. They will be gone
about a week,

I think that is about all I have got.

Q¢ Anything on the strike, fir. President?

THE PRESIDENT: No, not a thing.

Q@ Mr. President, last night or early this morning, before the final
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agreement was reached on remaining points on the shipping
strike, the Union leaders said that they were waiting on,
word from Washington.

fHE PRESIDENT: I have not heard.

Q Anything new on a possible successor to Mr. Murphy at Manila
as High Commissioner of the Philippines?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing yet.

Q 1Is there anything to be said about the conference of the experts
of the Treasury?

THE PRESIDENT: What is that?

there.

(4 Did Mr. Morgenthau's visit here yesterday have anything to do
with that? |

THE PRESIDENT: Was he in yesterday?

QY He was in with lr. sagill (koswell Nagill).

THE PREUSIDENT: Just to introduce Mr. Magill.

9 Is that reported trip to Warm Springs still tentative?

THE PRESIDENT: That is necessarily so. It depends on how quiet
' f
things are on the Hill.

4]

E

Harry Mitchell, President of the Civil Service Commission, called
on you yesterday. Was there anything in that wvisit that you
care to comment on?

THE PRESIDENT: No. We talked about the general problem of improving

the Civil Service. We talked, for instance, about the -- one of

our great difficulties at the present time is the present method

of holding civil service examinations. We hold examinations for

% There is a very mysterious conference supposed to be going on over




some positions that a good many people can fill and we get

sometimes as many as 200,000 people taking the examinations.
As a result, we get an enormously long list of people who
passed the examination and that list will last for thfaa and
four and five years, which does not seem to be a particularly

good method. They are engaged in the study of the possibility

of holding more frequent examinations and limiting them before
the examination is taken so 2s to eliminate, before the examina-
tion is taken, the people who obviously would not pass.

Well, it is only in the study stage. In England, for in-
stance, where probably their Civil Service is on a good deal
sounder basis than ours, their examinations are held more fre-
quently and are limited to people who are obviously qualified
to take the examination. The methods we will use on that, I
don't know, that is a matter for study, but the objective is
to keep the list up to date.

Q Has anything been done to establish coast air bases under the
Wi;cox bill?

THE; PRESIDENT: I don't know. I am afraid you have got me. I will
have to look it up.

Q 1Is that eivil service matter something tonat the Civil Service
Commission can do itself?

THE PRESIDENT: That I don't know. It might call for legislation.

Q Are you familiar enough with it to know whether a person is
eligible for appointment after passing for a period of two or

three years? Don't they go off the list?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes, some of our lists. One trouble we have




had was that in the setting up of one or two agencies, where

civil service was required, like Social Security, we found in

certain types of positions that the lists were four and five

years old and that what might be called the cream of the list

had been skimmed off and the only people left on the list were
the people pretty well down at the bottom. Under the present
method they do not have another examination until the old list
is exhausted. So there-cbmes a time, under the present method,
when the quality of the people at the bottom of the list is
pretty low and that is why we want to have examinations more

frequently.

® What can you tell us about the visit of members of the Business
Advisory Council yesterday?
THE PRESIDENT: We talked about almost every known subject including
» hours and wages and labor, and so forth and so on. That again

is merely in a study stage.

§ Any conclusions?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no. In other words, in these talks you cannot
write a factual story for this reason: There will be a group
coming in and talking to me and I, to bring out their thought,
will say to them very often, "Wwhat do you think of this?" e
will then discuss it on the basis of a question from me. hy
mind will be runninz along such and such a line and I will ask

them, "What do you think?" Whereupon you people are perfectly

apt to get something that is natural; when somebody comes out

you will have that somebody say, "The President is considering

such and such a thing."™ Well, T am considering it from the
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point of bringing out what the other fellow thinks. It is

not a conclusion.

As you all know, at the present time I am asking a lot
of questions about minimum wages for labor and I am trying
to bring out things. There is no conclusion reached.

@ Can you tell us your views along the line of neutrality after
your talks yesterday?

THE PRES&DENT: On that you have the bill which I think was intro-
duced by Senator Pittman. I have talked to him about it and
to the State Department about it and there isn't anything more
to be said about it because there again it is in what might be
called the secondary study stage between the introducer of the
bill and the State Department. The third stage will be when
Senator Pittman talks with Senator Robinson snd the other
leaders in the Senate and the members af his own committee.
There isn't anything new on it. They are still talking about
Senator Pittman's bill.

Q@ Might your description as to its being in the secondary study
stage be taken to mean that there is a good deal of difference
between the State Department and the introducer of the bill?

THE PRESIDENT: I would say practically none. In other words, there
might be changes in language, sligzht changeé_in language, which
would not change the objective, the purpose of the bill.

Q@ In connection with flood rehabilitation, could you tell us how
far it is planned to go in restoring private property?

THE PRESIDENT: Using all available Government agencies which would

have to be used anyway. In other words, the CCC -- we are talk-
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ing about man power -- the CCC, the CWA, those are the two
principal sources of Government man power. The Government
has to use those people anyway and therefore, in the cleaning
up process, we would divert them temporarily from other work
to the cleaning up. In some cases it will be only a few days
and in other cases it will be several weeks.

The second step would be the use of Government supplies
and expert technicians. That would be the Army supplies, see-
ing that the people have coal and various other supplies, like
blankets and things, until people get back to their homes. We
would also use the Public Health Service.

Then, the third factor, of course, relates to the helping
of people as we did last year in the flood areas, people who
need financial assistance to get back on their feet. There
are two ways we can do that and did it last year. The first
is through the Red Cross, which makes small lcéns to the fellow
who needs §25 or $50 to get back into his house or to open up
a little store. Then there are the larger sums which RFC pro-
vided last year under the special Act. In New England, Penn-
sylvania and New York it reached a total of eight million dol-
lars of loans. However, we want to cut that down all we pos-
sib;y can and we are asking all the banks in the flood areas
to be as liberal as they possibly can in helping storekeepers
who have lost their stock and things of”ﬁhat kind. Federal
Housing will also probably take a part in that picture by their

insurance of loans.

Q Mr. President, could you tell us anything about the considerations

]
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that led to the commutation of sentences of Wilbur B. Foshay
and Henry H. Henley?

THE PRESIDENT: The usual consideration of any commutation and the

entire approval of the responsible people in both California |
and Minnesota. I talked with the Governors and the Senators
-and a number of Congressmen. |

Q When is your natural resources message on water going up to the
Capitul?

THE PRESIDENT: I have got three messages that I have been holding
back from:the Congress because you had so much news at the
present time anyway.

@ Mr. President, what are you going to talk to Senator Robinson
about?

THE PRESIDENT: Senator Robinson is here representing the Arkansas
Traveler, 1 hops.

Q He is not eligible, that is a weekly. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: He is here as the honorary guest of the White House

| Correspondents! Association. (Laughter)
| - Q One of the morning papers said today that you were going to have
this wage and hour legislation ready to submit to Congress very
shortly, perhaps next week. ’
THE PRESIDENT: No.
Q@ And also that it will include a definition by the Congress of

"Interstate Commerce.™

THE PRESIDENT: No, I won't have anything ready next week. We may

begin to do a 1little more talking about the general objectives.

That will come first. But when, I don't know.
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Q Talking about the Interstate Commerce Commission, have you any
appointments or reappointments?

THE PRESIDENT: I have Eastman coming in this morning.

Q Any of the three messages you are holding back have to do with
foreign affairs?

THE FRESIDENT: No.

Q Have you given any consideration to the Seed Loan Bill, which
I think is about ready to get to you?

THE PRESIDENT: I think it is very nearly ready to come to me.

QR You said something last year and I was wondering whether you

were ready to say anything about it now?

THE PRESIDENT: I guess I have got to sign it.

@ Do you favor the signing of the Deficiency Bill, which forbids
certain employment of personnel?

THE FRESIDENT: Of course I am bound by what Congress says about
its own investigation hut,_on the other hand, there are two
elaaséa of employees. It brings up a simple gquestion from
the point of view Sr the Executive Department. The first is
people from the relief rolls. Now, there is no reason, as
long as they have to be taken care of anyway, why they should
not be put on a project to assist people, if requested hy'tha
Committee. Th;;e are people from the relief rolls. Then you
come to the other phase of that: I have not talked this over
with Joe (Robinson) -- he may murder me. The other phase re-

lates to the use of the higher-paid, expert Government employees

and in that case we have always, I think, as long as any of us

have been alive, had the practice for the Executive Departments




- | 340 --

L+

to honor a request by a comnmittee to lend expert Government

personnel temporarily to that committee. There is no reason
why we should mot continue that practice as long as in the
lending we do not disrupt the executive machinery. If we are
asked for an unreasonable number of people from the Executive

Departments to assist a legislative committee, we would have

to go frankly to the Congress and say, "We are terribly sorry,
but this will stop the work of this department or bureau. But
as long as it is done within reason, there is no reason why the
practice should not continue and it is entirely a matter for
the discretion of the Senate and House whether this particular
amendment passes. I, personally, would be very sorry to see
any important investigation slowed up by drastic action coming
in the middle of the investigation.

Q

-

I wondered if you hed expressed to Miss Perkins any approval of
fﬁe subpoena power she has requested of Congress?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I will have to talk to you for background or

off the record. It can be background on that. I suppose the

best thing I can do is to put it this way: This morning, when

I woke up, I read two editorials on the question of the sub-
poena power in the Department of Labor. Now, this is all back-
grouﬁd so there is no offense meant to any one paper. The Post
this morning has what I would call an exceedingly intelligent

editorial. The Herald-Tribune has a completely stupid editorial.

(Laughter) So, if* you will read those two editorials side by

side youlwill get the drift of it. Now, the situation is, ss I

see it, s comparatively simple one which, however, does require
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atudyf In this particuler case of subpoenas in industrial
controversies -- I won't say "disputes," I will say "contro-
versies"™ -- the law offers two methods. The Nhtioﬁal Labor
Relations Board takes cognizance of industrial controversies
in most cases after they have gone a pretty long way. Let us

take two words to make the meaning more clear. The National

Labor Relations Board is a "settlement board."™ Now, on the

other hand, in the Department of Labor there is a very large
service called the “bonciliation Service"™ and those two words
("settlement™ and "conciliation") describe the two functions
that the Government uses in labor controversies. The Labor
Department, in most cases, gets into s controversy before the
Naticnal Labor Relations Board tekes over., The National Labor
Felations Board does have the power to subpoena. The Concilia-
tion Service does not. And this question that has been raised
relates to extending the power of subpoena to the Coneciliation
Service, in other words, to the preliminaries of labor contro-
versies before they have reached the stage of being formally

- before this quasi judicial body called the Naticnal Labor EKe-
lations Board. Therefore this question, and i1t is a fairly
large question, has been submitted to the Congress for study.
It is felt by a good many iéople, snd I feel so also, that
there are a good many conciliasticn cases where the Government
ought to have some right to get at the facts in connection with
the conciliation work that the Govermnment is doing. I think

that is the easlest way of putting it.
Q Getting back to the investigation question, what is going to
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happen as a practical matter? First, the Senate is often in-

clined to starve its investigating committees and now the

House comes along and says that they cannot borrow experts

from the Government itself, and some of our best legislation,

as you know,;comes from these investigations.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't want to curtail the investigating powers
by the House in any way. It is up to the House entirely on

this particular clause in this particular bill.

MF. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President.
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MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: Charlie Michelson says there is no news.

Q@ Mr. President, I understand you are choosing draperies for the
East Hoom? ‘

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; you will have to ask the engineer.

§ I thought it was the Fine Arts Commission?

THE PRESIDENT: No, it is the Army engineer. (Laughter)

§ Mr. President, can you tell us what will be done about the TVA
contrect with Commcnweﬁlth and Southern, which I think expires
tomorrow?

THE PRESIDENT; I den't know. I have not heard a word, not a peep.
All I know is that ther are talking about it.

0 Are we iikely to expect something at this end or the other end?

THE PRESIDENT: I have no report except that they are talking about
it.

Q@ Is the study of the wage and hour legislation still in the non-
factual category?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, still is. A

¢ Did you receive a report from lir. Roper's Advisory Committee on
Industrial Relations?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't remember. I had two reports, omne was on

census and the other was on unemployment. I think those were

the only two I have had.

Q «Mr. President, have you had word on the report to be rendered by
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this Committee headed by Mr. Jacob Baker?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. Steve (Early), will you see where that
is sometime?

MR. EARLY: I_saW'a plece in the paper that they were still pre-
paring it.

@ I gathered from the published report that it was ready to present.

THE PRESIDENT: It has not come in yet.

@ I saw some reports that there are a few Cabinet changes pending.

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, those started on the fifth of March, 1933 and
hﬁve been going on ever since. g

% When will the unemployment census be taken up?

THE PRESIDENT: We are still talking about that.

Q Have you been making any progress?

THE PRESIDENT: No, but we are getting a little closer toward a
meeting of the minds on it.

% In connection with the hour and wages legiélation, have you
determined yet whether the fair trading préctices.will neces-
sarily have to go in?

THE PRESIDENT: We have not discussed the fair trading practice
end of it yet at all. We have just been discussing those
questions of hours and wages and child labor.

. Are they two separate matters?

THE PRESIDENT: That becomes a question, later on, of policy, if

you put the other thing in too, whether it should go in the
same legislation or a separate bill. That is a matter that

depends a good deal on the state of legislation at that time.

We have not discussed the fair trading practice end of it yet.
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Q 'Angthing to say on the automobile ntrikadyat?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not had any news on that in twenty-four
hours.

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President. -

THE PRESIDENT: I think it is a very dull day, everything all
quiet. I will probably send up anéthar'measagq to Congress
this week on the Great Plains Drought Report.

Q Mr. President, Senator Connally of Texas says, regarding the
Argentine Sanitary Convention, that the state is in the same
comatose condition it has been for the last year unless the
President puts the heat on. Will you enlighten us whether
you intend to put the heat on?

THE PRESIDENT: The way I feel about the thing is that we ought
to tell the truth and a very good illustration would be if
we were tc put the shoe on the other foot. Suppéae, for the
Baka of argument, that there was a plague of cattle ticks in
the Southeast and foreign nations were to decline to take
any American beef from the Northwest becasuse of cattle ticks
in the Southeast. 7You would have the same parallel case.
That 1$Irather hard for Tom Comnally to laugh off.

Q Mr. President, do you favor having the Department of Justice
seek an inditement against those connected with the Deb}s!
colunn? That is the Fugene Debfs' column of people that
want to go over and take part, in some way, in the fight
against Franco. And they have organized to fight a Eugene

Vietor Dab’h' column. Now there is a report that the Depart-

ment of Justice is, in some way, seeking to indite those who




they think are involved in the formation of the colummn. Are

you in favor of it.

THE PRESIHEET: I never heard of the column. That is another
columnist. (Laughter)

Q He is thinking of the "sub-debs," of course. (Laughter)

Q He has been working on that pun for two days. (Laughter)

Q Anything to be said on Norman Davis' visit today?

THE FRESIDENT: No, just discussing everything all around the
world, both ways, and, by the way, latitude are the stripes
that go around the world from east to west and longitude are
those that go around the world from north to south. Somebody

the other day said something about latitude starting at Green-

wich. I just thought thet I would put your navigation straight.

Q@ What can the Federal Government do about this automobile strike
question?

THE PRESIDENT: That is very "iffy."™ There isn't any news on that.

Q@ Have you arrived at any decision on the appointment of the new
Under Secretary of State, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: No, has not been discussed.

@ Any further action been taken on the Maritime Gommission?

; ~
THE PRESIDENT: No; that is, again, soon.

ME. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President.
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ik. DONALDSON: All in.

TIIE PRESIDENT: T have ¢ somewhat immortant matter to take up with

e

‘e brougnt our lunches. (Luushter)

o VouoIUZET:  That is &ll pighty I enm glud you éig.

you today. .nd I er askins thot this speech of today be held

in very striet confidence until the speech is released in
accorcunce with the ‘ordin: of the release on thre nress corics
that will be ;iven to you in & Tew morments. It is &lso recuested
that nobody reveal what is said or the text of the neterisl to
any person outside of the ermloy, outside of those in your own
orgunization, until the tire of the releasse, until it is ectu-
ally read in eitler the Senute or the House, whichever one

reads 1t first. Copies will be xiven to you as vou £0 out and

don't anybody £o cut until that time. (Laughter)

5 you know, for a« lony tire the subjeet of constitution-
glity of luwe has'been ciscussed snd for = pood rzny months
now I htve been working vith & smull group in }bin; into vkhat

I heve thought of a&s the fundurentuls of the subjeet rather

than those purticular cetnile vhieh ke the headlines.

In this review of tne Pederul Judiciary vie have come to

the very derinite conclusion thut there is recguired the seare
reorganization of the Judiciury e&s has been reccrnmended to this

Congress in the cuse of the Lxecutive dbranch of the Covernnent.

8 & part of it, I have received from the .ttorney Genersl
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& letter which you will elso get and which I will just touch

the high spots of. It is & part of the message.

(Heading)

iy dear Ir., President:

"Delay in the administrztion of justice
is the cutstanding defect of our federal judi-
cial system. It hts been & cause of concern
to pructicall: every one of nmy predecessors
in office. It hus exusperuted the bench, the
bar, the business community and the nublic."

rvie poes on and snpeaks of the fact that

"The litirant conceives the judge 2= one
rromoting Justice through the mechanism of the
Courts., e ussumes thut the directing vower
of the judge is exercised over its officers
from the time &« case is filed with the eclerk
of the court. /e is entitled tc &ssume thut
the judge is pressing forward litigation in
the full recognition of the vrincinle that
'justice delayed is juctice denied.' It is
a iockery of justice to sty to a nerson when
he files suit, that he muy receive a decision
yvears luter. Under a gproperly ordered system
ri-hts shoulé be determired promptly. The
course of litizetion should be measured in
rsonths and not in years.

e

"Yet in some jurisdictions, the delays
in the administraticon cf justice sre so inter-
mineble that to institute suit is to embark on
& life-long edventure.

(Leughter)

"Luny versons submit to cets of injustice
rather than resort to the courts. Inebility
to secure a rrorpt judicizl ad judiceticn lesads
to improvident end unjust settlerents.
ioreover, the tire fuctor is sn oven invita-
tion to those who ure disposea to institute
unwarranted liti:ation or internose unfounded
defenses in the hope of foreing an &é justment
whieh could not be secured unon the merits.
This situztion freqguently results in extreme
herdships. The srall business man or the
litigant of limited meen:s lzbors under &
srave end constantly increcsing disadvantage




because of his inability to pay the price of

justice.
"Statisticul data -~

carefully collected from every district --

"indicate thut in many districtsa dis-
heartening end unavoideble interval must
elapse between the date that issue is
joined in a pending case and the time when
it cen be reached for trial in due course.
These computaetions do not take into account
the delays that occur in the vreliminary
stages of litigation or the post-onements
after & case might normally be expected to
be heard.

"The evil i1s a growing one. The busi-
ness of the courts is continually increas-
ing in volume, importance, and complexity.
The aversge case load borne by euch judge
has g rown nearly fifty percent since 1213,
when the Listrict Courts viere first organ-
ized on their present basis. ''hen the
courts are working under such rressure it
is inevitable that the cherecter of their
viork rust suffer,

"he nupber of new cases offset those
thit are disposed of, so thet the Courts are
unable to decresse the enormous back-log of
undigested matters. lore then Tifty thoussand
pending cases (exclusive of bankruptey pro-
ceedings) overhuns the federal doclets - a
constant menace to the orderly -rocesses of
justice. ‘‘henever a single case reguires a
nrotracted triel, the routine business of
the court is further neglected. It is an
intoleruble situution &né we shculd rake
shift tu umend it.

"Lfforts have becn uwade from time to
time to s«lleviute some of the concitions
thut contribute to the slow rute of speed
with whieh cuuses move throush the Courts.,
The Congress has recently conferrec on the
Suprene Court the authority to prescribe
rules of procedure wfter verdict in criminal
cusees and the vower to adopt uné promulgate
uniform rules of practice for civil actions
&t law in the District Courts. It has pro-
vided terms of Court in certsin places at




which federal Courts had not previously con- .
vened. 4 small number of judges have been
added from time to t ime.

"Uespite these commendable accomrlish-
ments, suffieient progress has not been.rade.
lueh remuins to be done in developing vproce-
dure anc administration, but this alone will
not meet modern needs. The problem must be
approached in 4 more comprehensive fashion,
if the United Stutes is to have s judicisal
system worthy of the nation.Reason and neces-
sity require the eppointment of & sufficient
number of judges to handle the business of
the fecerzl Courts. These additional judges
should be of &« type and age which would war-
rant us in believing that they would vigorously
attack their dockets, rether than nermit their
dockets to overwhelr then.

"The cost of «¢ditional personnel should
rot deter us. It »u3t be borne in mind +thet
the expense of meintaining tre judiciel system
constitutes hardly three-tenthe of one rercent
¢f the cost of muintaining the federsl estab-
lishrent. .hile the estirmtes for the current
fiscul yeur agirogute over #25,000,000 for the
reéintenance of the lepislative branch of the
(overnrent, ancd over .2,100,0CC,000 for the
permnent tgencies of the executive brunch,
the estimated cost of cuintainine the Judici-
ary 1s only about 6,500,000, .n incresce
in the judiecial rerscennel, whieh I carnestly
recorEend, would result in e hardly LErcep-

, tible percenteje of increuse in the total
whnual vudget.

"Ihis result should not be achieved,
however, rerely by crestin: new judicis] rosi-
tions in specific circuits cr districts. The
reforn shoulé be effectusted con the besis of
& consistent system vhieclh would revitalize
our whole judiciul stiructure ond sssure the
tetivity of judges vt pleces vhere the ceeu-
rulation of business is grentest. ..& con-
gestion 'is o varying factor snd cunnot be
foreseen, the systen should be flexible ané
should vermit the temporary &éssignuent of
judges to points where they &gppear tc be
108t needed. The newly created personnel
should constitute & mobile force, evaileble
for service in eny purt of the country at
the assignrient end direction of thé Chief

“
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Justice. A functionary might well be cre-
ated to be known &s proctor, or by some
other suitable title, to be anpointed by
the Supreme Court and to ect under its di-
recticn, charged with the duty of continu-
cusly keening informed as to the stete of
federal judlciel business throughout the
United States and of assisting the Chief
Justice in assigning judges to pressure
areas," -

ile then appends stotistical informution. The Attorney Gen-

eral then seys,

""he time hus come when further legis-
letion is egsentiel.”

The stutiﬁtiéulhlnformhticn shows, for example, that
while we huve added judges =ince 1913, we have incressed them
from 92 to 154, the criminul and civil cases other than bank-
ruptey have increused from 25,000 té 75,000, the sverumpe nurber
of cases filed per jud;g frow 276 rer judre to 484 vner judee.
It has nesrly doubled. ‘he nunber of bankruvtey proceedincs (
heve increcsed from 20,000 to 60,000.
Fhe second toble _dves the cuse loud in the courts. The
cuses Tiled und terminsted show thet over ihe pust zix vears

ve heve mude practicelly no progress in cutting down the number

of cases, this buer-log of ceses in the Federsl courts.
The message itself is fairly lons and hes toc be on & thing
« 4ike this. I vill tTy to dc & little hijhspotting as I wo

through it.

(eading)

"I huve recently called the attention of
‘the Congress to the clear need for & comvrehen-
sive progrem to reorgeznize the sdrministrative
rmachinery of the Lxecutive Branch of our Govern-
ment. I now meke a similer recanmendation to




the Congress in regard to the Judiciel Branch
of the Government, in order that it also may
function in accord with modern necessities.

"The Constitution provides that the Pres-
ident 'shall from time tc time give to the
Congress informetion of the Stete of the Union,
end recormend to their consideration such meeg-
ures as he shall judge necessary and expedient.'
No one else is given & similar rmendate. It is
therefore the duty of the President to advise
the Congress in regerd to the Judiciery when-
ever he deems such informstion or recommendation
necessary.

"I address ycu for the further reascn that
the Constitution vests in the Congress direct
responsibility in the creation of courts and
<Judicial offices and in the formulstion of rules
of practice and vrocedure. It is, therefcre,
cne of the definite duties of the Congress con-
stuntly to maintaln the effective funetioning of
the Federal Judiclary.

"The Judiciary has often found itself hand-
icanped by insurfficient personrmel with which to
rieet =z growln: and more complex business. It is
true that the physical facilities of conducting
the business of the courts huve been greuatly
irproved, in recent years, throuzh the ereection
cf sulitable quarters, the provision of adecuate
libraries and the addition of subordinste court
officers. But in meny ways these are rerely the
trapnings of judieiul office. They »nlety & minor
rart in the.processes of justice.

"Since the earliest days of the Rewublic,
the problen of the rnersonnel of tke courte has
needed the attention of the Congress, For ex-
ample, from the beginning, over repeated nro-
tests to President ashington, the Justices of
the Suprere Court were recuired to 'ride Cir-
cuit' &and, as Circuit Justices, to hold trisls
througzhout the length and bresdth of the land --
& preactice vhich endured over a century."

-

I nmicht wdd that riding Circuit in those duys meant ricding

on horseback. It might be called & pre-horsesande<bugeyv era.

(Laughter) Thut is not in the messsge. (Laughter)

"In elmost every decade since 1789, changes
heve been mude b the Congress whereby the num-




bers of judges and the duties of judges in
federal courts have been altered in one way
or another. The Supreme Court was established
with six members oA 1789; it was reduced to
five in 1801; it was increased to seven in
1807; it was increased to nine in 1837;

it was 1ncreased to ten in 1863; it wus re-
duced to seven in 1866; 1t was increased to
nine in 1869."

This is 211 by statute.

"The simple fact is that todey a new
need for leglslative actlion arises because
the personnel of the Federal Judiciary is
insufficlent to meet the business before
them. 4 growing body of our citizens com-
rlain of the complexities, the delays, and
the expense of litigation in United States
Courts.™ b

I then mentioned the letter from the Attorney Genersl.
"Celay in any court results in injustice.”
Now we will tcke up the case of the lower courts showing delay:?

"It nelkes lunsuite & luxury available
only to the few who can afford them or vho
huve property interests to protect which are
sufficiently large to repay the cost. Toorer
litigents are compelled to abandon valuable
rights or to acecept insdequete or unjust set-
tlements becuuse of sheer inability to firance
or to awalt the end of a long litigation. Only
by speeding up the processes of the lew e&nd
thereby reducing their cost, can wie eradicate
the growing impression that the courts are
chiefly & haven for the well-to-do."

ow we come to the next, the courts of appeel.
"Delays in the determinetion of apveals
have the same effect. Iloreover, if trials of
originul actions,sre expedited end existing
eccunulutions of cases are reduced, the volume
of work imposed cn the Circuit Courts of Appeals
will further increase."

Then we core to the highest court:

"The attainment of speedier justice in
the courts below will enlerge the task of the
Supreme Court itself. Jnd still more work
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would be added by the recommendation which I

make later in this message for the quicker
determination of constifutional questions by
the highest court.

"Even at the present time the Supreme
Court is laboring under & heavy burden. Its ' |
difficulties in this respect were superficislly
: lightened some years ago by authorizing the b
‘ court, in its diseretion, to refuse to hear
uppeals in rmany classes of cases. This discre-
tion wae so freely exercised that in the last
fiscal year, although 867 petitions for review
were presented to the Supreme Court, it declined
[ to hear 717 cases." B

That is & tremendously inportant fact. is you know, any litigant
séeking to appeal to the Supreme Court takes it there on certio-
rarl. That is a certiorari process and out of 867 cases the
Supreme Court last year turned down 717. It declined to hear
them without an opinion.

"If petitions in behalf of the Covernment are
excluded, it appears that the court permitted
privute litigunts to prosecute eppeals in only
10& cases out of 8CZ applications. Luny of

the refusals were doubtless warrented. But

can it be said thet full justice is achieved
when & court is forced by the sheer necessity

of keeping up with its business to decline,
without even an explenation, to hear 87% of

the cases presented to it by private litigants."

| Thut is an amazing statement.

"It seers cleur, therefore, thut the
necessity of relieving present congestion ex-
tends t¢o the enlurgement of the cepacity of all
the federsl courts."”

In other words, let us apnly the same rule from ton to bottom.

"4 part of the problem of obteining a
sufficient number of judges to dispose of .
cuses 1s the capacity of the judges themselves.
This brings forward the guestion of aged or in-
firm judges -- a subject of delicacy and yet
one which requires frank discussion.

"In the federel courts there are in all
237 life tenure permanent judgeships."
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There are & very small number of judges who, when they die,
their places are not to be filled. They are really temporary

Judges. But there are 237 of them.

"Twenty-five of them are now held by judges
over seventy years of age and eligible to
leave the bench on full pay. Originally no
pension or retirement allowance was provided
by the Congress. 'hen after eighty years of
our national history --

Thet was in 1869 --

"the Congress made provision for pensions, it
found a well-entrenched tradition arong judges
to ¢ling to their posts, in many instances far
beyond thelr years of physical or mental capac-
ity. Their selaries were small. As with other
men, responsibilities and obligations aceumula-
ted. llo alternative had been open to them
except to attenot to perform the duties of !
thelr offices tc the very edge of the grave.”

I zr. ta2lling about 1869. (Leughter)

"In excepticnal cases, of course, judges,
like other men, retain to an advanced age full
mental and ﬂhysic&l vigor. Those not so for-
tunate are often uneble to nerceive their own
infirmities. 'They seer tc be tenacious of
the apnearance of adequecy.'"

Thut ie a quotation fron & very imrortant justice. It is in
guotes. You will have tc find out vho said it. I &r not zoing
to tell you.

"The vcluntery retirerent law of 1869 provided,

trerefore, only a purtial solution. That law,

still in force, hus not proved effective in
indueing aged judges to retire on & pension,

"ihis result had been foreseen in the de-
bates when the measure was being considered.
It was then proposed that when a judge refused
tc retire upon reaching the age of seventy, an
additional judge should be zpvointed to assist
in the work of the court. The nronosal passed
the House but wus eliminated in the Senate.
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N "™With the opening of the twentieth century,
and the great increase of population and com-
merce, and the growth of a more complex type of
litigation, similar oproposals were introduced
in the Congress. To meet the situstion, in |
1913, 1914, 191€ and 1916, the Attorneys General
then in office =--

I will end the suspense by saying that it was l'cReynolds and
Gregory --

"recommended to the Congress that when & dis-
trict or & circuit judge failed to retire at
the age of seventy, an additionel judge be ap-
pointed in order that the affairs of the court
mlzht be promptly and adequately discharped.

"In 119 &8 law was finally passed provid-
ing that the President 'may' evnoint additional
district and circuit juédges, but only unon a
Tinding that the incumbent judge over seventy
'is unable to discharge efficiently &1l the
duties of his office by reascn of mental or
physicel disability of permenent cheracter.'!
The discretionary and incefinite nioture of
this legislation hes rendered it ineffective.
o President shoulcd be asked tc determine the
ability or -disability of any nurticular judge.

"the duty of « judge involves more than
vresiding or listening to testimony or argu-
mente."

sand I ;¢ o6n end tol¥ sbout the comrplexity of the modern averdgge A "

case, thut it huas inereased trerencdously in the last twenty or

| tuenty-five years,

n.odern coriplexities cull also for &
constant infusion of new blood in-the courts,
just as it is needed in cxecutive functions
of the Covernment and in rrivate business.
.+ loewerec mentul cor rphysicul vigor leeds men
to avoid an exaninution of comnlicuted and
changed conditions. Little by little, new
fuets become blurreé through old glasses
fitted, s it were, for the needs of another
Zeneration; ‘older men, assuming that the
scene is the sane as it was in the past, cease
to exrlore or incguire into the present or the
future.




"ie have recognized this truth in the
civil service of the nation and of many states
by compelling retirement on pay at the age of
seventy. 'le have recognized it in the Army
and llevy by retiring officers at the age of
siXty-four. A number of states have recog-
nized it by providing in their constitutions
for compulsory retirement of aged judges.

"Life tenure of judges, assured by the
Constitution, was designed to place the courts,
beyond temptations or influences which might
impair their judguents: it was not intended
to create a statie judieiazry. A& constant and
systematic addition of younger blood vwill vi-
tulize the courts and better equin them to
recognize end aonly the essential concepts of
justice in the 1light of the needs and the facts
of en ever-chengins world.

"It is obvious, therefcre, from bvoth
reason and experience, thut sore nrovision
rust be udonted, which will orercte uutorsti--
czlly to suu=~lenent the vierk of older judees
and gsecelerate the work of the court.n

some recotrendcations.

"I, therefore, eurnzstly recornrmend that
the necessity of on incrzase in the nunber of
Juagzes be supnlied by lezislution nrovidin:
for the w.rcintrent of cdditional judsesz in
ull federal courts, vithcut excertion, vhere
there are incumbent juéges of retirerent age
who ¢c not choose tc retirs or tec resipn.

If an elder judgze is not in faet incanacitated,
only -ood can cone fror the presence of antad-
Giticnal judge in the crowdeé stute of the
cockets; 1f the captcity of an elder judge is
in fuect irpaired, the appointment of &an addi-
ticnul judgee is indispenscble. This seers to
be & truth -which cunnct be contraudicted.

"T also recormrend thaut ¥we Congress pro-
vide nmchinery for tadng cere of sudden or
long-standin: conzestion in t*e lower courts.
fhe Supreme Court should be given power to
appoint an administrutive assistunt who may
be called a Proctor. ke vould be chargzeé wita
the duty of watching the culendars and the
business of £ll the courts in the federazl
system. The Chief Justiece thereupon should be
authorized to make u temporary assisnment of
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any circuit or district judge hawraaﬂar ap-
pointed -~

This would not apply to the members of the bench at the present

time, only the new ones, ==

_"in order that he mey serve as long as needed
in any circuit or distriect where the courts
are in arrears.

"I attach a carefully considered draft

of & proposed bill, whic¢h, if enacted, would,

I an confident, afford substantial relief.

The gropozed measure also contains a 1limit on

the total number of judges who might thus be

appointed and also & 1limit on the potential

size of any one of our federal courts.
That bill, I might add, as I expluained to the Chairmen of the
Judiciarv Conmittees of the Iflcuse and Senate just now, is merely
somethin: for them to work on, as in any other case vhen any bill
goes in. It is simply something for ther to wvork on to save them

trouble of trvins to put the language tozether. (Lzuchter)

"These pronostls donot ralse any issue
constitutionul law."

o

of
Some of you may, perhaps, realize why I seid vhat I 4id in my

annual nessage of Janusry fifth.

"hey o not suggest &ny forr. of compulsory

| retirement for incurbent judges. Indeed,

' those who huve recched the retirement uge,

but desire to continue their judicial work,
would be able to do so under less physical

und mental strein and would be &ble to nlay

4 useful part in relieving the growing con-
gestion in the business of our courts. Arong
them are men of eninence and great abllity
vhose services the Government would be loath
to lose. If, on the other hand, any judge
eligible for retirement should fecl that his
court would suffer because of an increase in
its membership, he may retire or resign under
already existing provisions of law if he wishes
80 to do. In this connection let me say that
the pending proposal to extend to the Justices




of the Supreme Court the same retirement priv-
ileges now available to other federal judges,
has my entire approval." (Laughter)

Yﬁu know what the situation is there. Any Circuit or District
Judge may retire on full pay. A Supreme Court Judge can resign
and get full pay. The only difference is that if he resigns
and gets full nay, he 1s subject to changes in the income tax
laws and things like that. This recommendation would put him
on thé same status as the Judges in the other courts.

"One further matter requires immediate
attention.™ T

This is the other inmortant one.

M/e have witnessed the spectscle of con-
Tlicting decisions in both trial ané appellate
courts on ths constitutionality of every form
of important legislation.”

Tnis is concerned primarily with constitutionzl questicns.

"Such & welter of uncomposed differences of
Judiecial opinion has brought the law, the
courts, and, indeed, the entirz zdministra-
tion of justice dangerously neer to disrepute.

".. federal statute is held legal by one
judge in one district; it is simultaneously
held illegel by =znother judge in another dis-
triet. asan sct valid in one judieial circuit
is invalid in another judiecial cirecuit. Thus
rights fully accorded to one groun of citizens
may be denied to others. As & practical mat- '
ter this means thut for periods running as
longz &s one year or two years or three years --
until finel determinztion cen be nade by the
Supreme Court -- the law loses its riost indis-
rensable element -- equality,

"lioreover, during the long nrocesses of
preliminary motions, originel trials, peti-
tions for rehearings, appeals, reversals on
technical grounds requiring re-trials, motions
before the Supreme Court and the final hesr-
ing by the highest tribunal -- during all this
time labor, industry, esgriculture, commerce




and the Government itself go through an uncon-
scionable period of uncertainty and embarrass-
ment. And it i1s well to remember that during
these long processes the normal operations of
soclety and government ere handicapped in many
cases by differing &nd divided opinions in the
lower courts and by the lack of any clear gulde
for the dispatch of business. Thereby our legal
system is fast losing another essenticl of jus-
tice == certainty.

"Finally, we find the processes of govern-
ment itself brought to & complete stop from time
to time by injunctions issued almost automati-
cally, sornetimes even without notice to the Gov- |
ernment, and not infrequently in clear viola-
tion of the orincivle of eguity that injunctions
should be granted only in those rare cases of
manifest illegality end irreparable damzge
against which the ordinary course of the law
offers no nrotection. Statutes which the Con-
gress enacts are set aslide or suspended for
long veriods of time, even in cases to which
the Governrent is not a party.

"In the uncertain stete of the law, 1t is
not difficult for the ingenious to devise novel
reasons for attacking the validity of new legis-
letion or its apnlication. “'hile these gques-
tions ure lsboriously brougsht to issue and de-
bated through & series of courts, the Govern-
nent must stand aside. It mutters not that the
Congress hus enset=sd the law, thet the Execu-
tive has signed it and thet the sdministrative
machinery is waiting to function. Government
by injunction lays a heavy hané uron normal
rrocesses; and no important statute cun take
effect -- against any individual or orgsniza- o
tion with the reans to employ lawyers and en-
gage in wide-flung litigation ~- until it has
passed through the whole hierarchy of the
courts.” Thus the judieciary, by nostroning
the effective date of Lcts of the Congress, is
assumning an additional function and is coming
more anc more to constitute & scattered,
loosely corganized and slowly operating third
house of the lNational legislature.

"THis state of affuirs has come upon the
nation gradually over u periocd of decades.
In my annual message to this Congress I ex-
pressed sore views und some hopes.




That

That

- "Now, as an immediate step, I recommend
that the Congress provide that no decision,
injunction, judgment or decree on any consti-
tutional question be promulgated by any fed-
eral court without previous and ample notice
to the Attorney General and an opportunity for
the United States to present evidence and be
heard. This is to prevent court action on the
constitutionality of Acts of the Congress in
suits between private individuals, where the
Govermment 1s not a party to the suit, without
glving opportunity to the Government of the
United Stetes to defend the law of the land."

sounds like cormon sense. i
"I also earnestly recormrend that in cases
in whick any court of first instance --

is the listrict Court --

"determines a question of constitutionality,
the Congress provide thut there shall be a
direet anc immedizte uppesl to the Supreme
Court, =--

7ot takin, awey any ri, ht of eny lover court to pass on consti-

tutionaulity, but 1t provides for an imnedizte epoesl tc the

oupreme Court and trhat such cases --

"take prececence over &ll other metters
rending in that court. 3Such legislation
will, T ari convinced, go far to alleviate
the inequulity, uncerteinty ané deley in the
disposition of vitel guestions of eonstitu-
tionality zrising under our fundamental law.

.7y desire 1is to strengthen the admin-
istretion f justice anc toc make it & nore
effective servunt of rublic need. In the
arerican ideal of government the courts find
an essentlal anc constitutional plsce. In
striving to fulfill that idesl, not only the
Judges but the Congress und the Zxecutive as
well, must do all in their power to bring the
judicial organization and personnel to the
high standards of usefulness which sound and
efficient govermment &nd modern conditions
require.

"Tl.iis message has dealt with four present




needs:

"First, to eliminete congestion of cal-
endars and to meke the judiciary as a whole
less static by the constant and systematic
addition of new blood to its personnel; --

Thet 1s the first need --

"second, to make the judiciary more elastic

by providing for temporary transfers of cir-
cuilt and distriet judges to those places where
federal courts are most in arrears; third, to
furnish the Supreme Court practical assistance
in supervising the conduct of business in the
lower courts; fourth, to eliminate inequality,
uncertainty snd delay now existing in the de-
termination of constitutional cuestions in-
volving federul statutes.

"If we increase the personnel cof the
federsl courts so thut cases ray be promptly
decided in the first instance, and ray be
given sdequcte and rrompt hearing on &ll ap-
peals; if we invigorate all the courts by
the persistent infusion of new blood; if we
srant to the bupreme Court further rower and
respensibility in nwintsining the efficiency
of the entire federal judiciary; end if we
ussure government partieipstion in the speed-
ier consideration and final determinetion of
211 constitutional cuestions, we shall go a
long viay toward our high objectives, If
these measures achieve their aim, we mey be
relieved of the necessity of considering any
| fundemental changes in the powers of the courts
or the constitution of our Governrent --
| chunges which involve consequences so fer-
reaching as to cuuse uncertzint; &s to the
wisdom of such course.”

The bill itself, so that you will et a practicel ides
of the bill, =-=- rost.of the bill is technical -~ I will only

_¢go over the high'lights:

" hen any judge of & court of the United
States, appointed to hold his office during
£ood behavior, has heretofore or hereafter
attained the age of seventy years and has held
& conmission or commissions as judge of any
such court or ccurts at least ten years, con-




tinuously or otherwise, and within six months
thereafter has neither resigned nor retired, --

In other words, when he gets to be seventy years and six months
old and has neither resigned nor retired, --

"the President, for each such judge who has
not so resigned or retired, shall nominate,

and by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate, shall aprnoint one additional judge to
the court to which the former is commissioned."

Is that clear?

"The number of judges of any court shall
be permenently increased by the number aprointed
thereto under the provisions of subsection (a)
of this section. Ne more than fifty judges
shall be appointed thereunder, nor shell any
judge be so appointed if such apvointment would
result in (1) more then fifteen members of the
Supreme Court of the United States, (2) more
than two additions]l members so arvointed to a
circuit court of appeals, the Court of Claims,
the United Stutes Court of Customs and Tetent
Appeals, or the Customs Court, or (3) more than
twice the number of judzes now suthorized to be
apnointed for eny district or, in the case of
judges appointed for riore thun one distriet,
for any such group of districts.”

Then Section ¥ relates to assignrments by the Chief Justice
of any judege hereufter snnointed to any other distriet or cir-
cuit.

The rest of the bill, that is Sectlion &, reletes to the
aprointment of the Froctor, whose duty is to get informntion
for the court in regard to the volume and stotus of litiga-
tion in &1l the courts of the United 3Stetes, the need of assign-
ing Listriet Judges toc congested areas or methods f0r'expediting
cases pending on the dockets. The Proector, we suggest, should

get & salary of $10,000 & year.

That is ebout all in the .ict. The rest is technical.




And ﬁh&t is all the news.

Q@ lr. President, will you deliver this message or read it in person?

THE PRESIDENT: It will be read in about half an hour.

« Lr. President, this question is for background, but is this in-
tended to taeke cere of cases where the aprointee has lost the
mental capacity to resign? (Laughter)

FRESIDENT: That is &ll.

4 “as that the reeson for the speciul Cebinet meeting?

TH: PRESIDENT: Yes.

% Can you tell us what the reuction was this rorning?

THL PRESIDEIT: I did exectly whet .I did here. As soon as I finished
le in here. There vas no discussion.

B ¥l

Lrt. YOUNG: Thank you, l1r.




CONFIDENTIAL
Press Conference #343
At the White House,

February 9, 1937 -- 4 P.M,

THE PRESIDENT: Nobody occupying Fred's chair.

Q Don't you think that the Dean should occupy 1it?

THE PRESIDENT: That's right! Go on, sit dom! (Laughter)

Q Has he reached that age -- the retirement age?

DEAN YOUNG: They want me to sit down because of my height,
not my age! (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: He doesn't know how to write sitting downm.
(More laughter) (Then, to the folks in the back of
the room) We just made a decision in the front row;
Fred Storm's chair being empty, we unanimously ap-
pointed Dean Young to oceupy it. |

I have a message goling up tomorrow on sending
up the drought report of the Great Plains Committee,
which supplements the report that went up last week
and ties in with the general situation in regard to
floods and drought and public works in general, and
also with the conference I had today and yesterday
with Kentuoky and Ohio Senators.

Q Mr. President, has anyone introduced an Arkansas Valley

Authority Bill?
THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I think there have been bills last ses-

sion and this for two or three dozen authorities. I
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will tell you what we are talking about at the present
time in regard to natural resources and public works.
After looking at a dozen different schemes and examin-
ing into these individual bills for authorities like a
Potomac River Authority, an Ohio River Authority, et
cetera, we have come around to this point of view: I
told this to the Senators this morning, that in the in-
terest of orderly planning it seems best to set up pnr;
haps eight regions -- not ﬁauasnarily aight,.it might
be seven, nine, or ten, but eight regions, in a gen-
eral way, seemed to cover the country without any one
region having too large an area and at the same time
avoiding too many small watersheds, and thereby keeping
the overhead ﬁuin.

Each of these regional authorities or administra-
tions or whatever Congress wanted to call them, would
have the task every year of submitting a 1ist of proj-
eots for flood or drought or soil erosion or navigable
channels or reforestation within their region, listing

them in the order of preference.

After all the regional reports were in -- oh, say
July or August -- we would add up the figures of their
recommendation and, based on the condition of the

Treasury -- in other words, a careful check-up by the

Budget as part of the Budget Message -- determine how




much the President could recommend to the Congress for
the Nation as a whole in his budges. Thereupon, under
" the reorganization plan the third agenocy under the
President, the National Planning Agency, would get

hold of these eight regional agencies and say to them,
"The President can only approve so many dollars to go
into his budget; therefore, will you all ocut (of course
it would be every year a cut) your recommendations down
to fit into the total budget figure that 1s possible,
and give us a list for each region of the things that
would fit into the budget sum; then put down at the
same time a B list of projects that you approve, that
you have recommended, that are all ready to shoot on
the following fisoal year."

The President thefeupon submits both lists to
COngriha, the first list being within the budget, and
the seocond list being what might be called alternative
projects, leaving it to Congress to determine whbther
they want to go along with the original raaommandatinh
or 1lift anything out and put something else in -- wholly
a matter of congressional discretion.

That makes for early planning and ties in all of
these problems that are before us because of acts of

God and man during the past few years -- drought, dust

ntbrmu, floods; the control of floods by levees, reser-
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voirs, and soil erosion control. They all tie into
one general planning piocture every single year --
that is the important part. I shall probably have
a few more conferences with members of the House and

Senate in regard to 1t with the hope we will get some

kind of legislation. It is a procedure that costs
comparatively little money. .

Q What will be the ocost, Mr, President?

THE PRESIDENT: The cost will be very low.

< What will be the expenditure?

THE PRESIDENT: Approximately what 1s being spent now on
national planning -- probably actually making a sav-
ing over what we are doing now on national planning
because we have a dozen different agencies.

Q How much will be spent on projects?

THE PRESIDENT: That depends on what can go lnto the budget.
It will come in under that $500,000,000 limitation

that I talk about so often. That, of course, in-
oludes public buildings, highways, harbor work, and
things of that kind. '

Q These would be regional divisions, not corporate authurir

ties?
THE PRESIDENT: They would be regional divisions. In worke

ing it out, possibly in some oases the regional divi-

sions would also have administrative duties -- as,

el - ! — . ; | _— S —
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for instance, in the case of the T.V.A. -~ but in
most instances they would be planning authorities.

Q When you tliild to us about two years ago, when you
used the phrase "rn;hnping the face of nature,™ you
mentioned $500,000,000, but we did not unda;ltund
that qu;é include hnrhprs.

- THE PRESIDENT: Yes, all public works.

Q Would this new plan change the omnibus flood control
bill enacted by Congress?

THE PRESIDENT: It ties in with it. As you know, that
bill authorized all kinds of things -- about
$300,000,000 worth, The taking up of those things
depends each year upon the amount appropriated by
Congress, and this fits right into that. It 1s

possible that in the course of two or three years

there may be coming from the planning division a
recommendation that some of those projects r;ther
hastily thrown together be eliminated and others put
in their place.

< Do you plan strict adherence to the principle estab-
lished in that omnibus bill with reference to local

contributions?

THE PRESIDENT: That's a headache. I will give you a
very good illustration. Yesterday I approved a let-

ter that the Secoretary of War is going to send out.

[ e T Mo e 7 £l i AN s i i f B YA S -




We had those terrible floods up on the Connectiout
River -- very nuri?ua, but didn't do as much dam-
age as on the Ohio River; but they were front-page
on the newspapers for two weeks, at least, and in
New England longer than that. Congress appropriated
$10,000,000 for immediate construction of reservoirs
and things of that kind, conditioned on the four
states involved -- Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachu-
setts, and Connecticut -- buying the land. The

land cost was estimated at three and one-half mil-
lion dollars, and the problem came, beocause most of”
the land was in Vermont and New Hampshire, as to

how much Massaochusetts and Conneetiout would contrib-

ute. Vermont and New Hampshire didn't want to buy

all the land for benefits that would accrue as far
south as Hartforq; so0 the state cnﬁtrnot method was
tried.

The first week in August we were trying to work
out a prorata of the cost of that land. We are now
nearing the middle of February and they haven't
bought any land; so the $10,000,000 which we are
ready to spend is held up. We are ready to go ahead.
That is the question brought up last week. It is
discretionary on my part. We will start the work as

soon as we get the land. That method doesn't seem
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to be working: That is as far as we have gone, ex-
oept the Secretary of War is asking the governors
of these four states whether they ocan get together,
and they are sending up our engineers to assist the
states.

Q What 1is the ocure, Mr., President, for this headache you
spoke of?

THE PRESIDENT: I 'dnn‘t know., It obviously seems clear
that the states and the localities ought to bear
some of the burden; but when you come down to the
prorating of it, it is an awfully difficult problem.
I hesitate very definitely involving the Federal
Government in bearing the whole expense, bennuaq I
think we should have some local contribution.

Q Some of_thaaa senators today said that power and rec-

lamation would be tied in together.

THE PRESIDENT: It all ties in together. One dam may be
e dam solely for reclamation; another dam may be for
reclamation and navigation; another dam may be for
navigation and power. It depends on the individual

project.
Q Mr. President, would these regional administrations
deal only with Federal projects, or would they also

Plan what the states and localities might do with

Federal aid?
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THE PRESIDENT: The message on drought has this sentence
that goes up tomorrow: "All the ﬁirr-r-nt programs
must be cooperative and will require complementary
lines of action by the Federal Government, state
governments, and all the states of the region.™
Don't use that in quotes, because the message has
not gone to Congress yet.

Q What you are saying today can be used?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.,

¥ Could you give us today's intnrprutafinn of the Walsh-
Healey Act under which the Navy is struggling to buy
some steel?

THE PRESIDENT: No; I have asked for a report om it. I

know we are not getting steel.

Q@ One of your early messages had to do with the long-

range view of the development of resources and the
subject of unemployment; does this tie in with that
idea s0 they could use unﬁmplaj‘é in this kind of
work?

THﬁ PRESIDENT: Yes; the last report that went up on the
water resources contained a very definite recommenda-
tion on that. With this planning organization we
would do a certain amount of that every normal year.
We would be ready, however, with surveys and plans

in case of a year where we started to have a depression,




to increase the amount and thereby keep the purchas-

ing power up by kunpins unemployment from inereasing.

Q Do you opponu.tha splitting of your Jjudiciary refom
bill into two measures?

THE PRESIDENT: 7You will have to read my message for the
present .

& Did you say you have asked for a report on the Walsh-
Healey Act?

THE PRESIDENT: I have asked.

« Did you give the senators who called today your views
on reclamation expenditures outslde the reclamation
fund?

THE PRESIDENT: No, we talked about the ganargl pioture.
We also did bring out in conversation this general
thought which is useful, I think, from a national
point of view: A lot of us people in the Enaf have
the feeling that we are spending an awful lot of
money in the Wesat, proportionately, on a population
basis -- more than we are spending in the East.
That is true; but, on the other hand, people in
areas like the western Dakotas have to move. They
can't find a livelihood where they are, and out in
the Wesat -- those states with a small population --
we can take care of a good deal bigger population

than are out there at the present time. It costs
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money to gﬁ; and that is where reclamation comes in.
We can undoubtedly support twice or three times the
population, if we plamn for it, in those same states --
mountain states -- and I think it is nhniy well spent,
because it will give a place to those people to go
who have to make a living.

Q Mr. President, will the regional administrnti==: be
Federal officials?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q Do you expect to appoint a successor to Morris Cooke
on the Power Policy Committee?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't think so; I am not appointing |
anybody to succeed Morris Cooke; Morris is going on |
a well-deserved holiday.

Q He 1s coming back?

THE PRESIDENT: I think so.

Q "Achieving Greater Safety for Air Passengers": Can
you tell us the result of your conference on that?

THE PRESIDENT: We had a very satisfaotory talk. They

gave me a list of things they had agreed on at that

conference. Whether that is for release to the
public I don't know. You will have to find out.

Q Can you tell us about the ocall of Governor Earle and

Senator Guffey?
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THE PRESIDENT: That related to the situation that has
" ‘arisen because the oconstitution of the State aid not

allow Pennsylvania to do what most of the other states
do, which is to pay for their relief problem by is-
suing bonds. Until Governor Earle came in they had
been blocked on any bond issue, and also they had not
inoreased the taxes at all to pay for relief, so
they are up against it. During that period the
State of Pennsylvania got much less in the form of
public works assistance from the Federal Government
than the other states did; so they made, I think, a
rather Justified plea that they should have some
public works money to make up for what they lost dur-
ing the previous administration in Pennsylvania.

w It has been reported that you have been in touch at
least once with the people in the automobile strike --
Mr, Lewls and Governor Murphy.

THE PRESIDENT: No, I didn't telephone to anybody yester-

day.

« Nor Sunday either? _

THE PREQ&DENT: I talked to Frank Murphy Saturday night.
They seemed to be awfully close together, and I hoped
they could bridge the gap.

Q Have you been in touch with anybody today?

THE PRESIDENT: No.
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Q Have you expressed a desire for the time when you wish
your Supreme Court legislation passed?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

< Are you considering goling bn the air? “

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q If any additional appointments to the Supreme Court be-
nnm;"nuuuunary, would that increase in size already
reported be a permanent one?

THE PRESIDENT: I think you will have to read the message
and the proposed bill.

Q Mr. President, did you say anything about your confer-
ence on the St. Lawrence Seaway?

THE PHESIDENT: The only thing is they gave me a report on
what the St. Lawrence-New York State Power Authority

is doing and told me that they hoped very much that

these unofficial preliminary conversations with
Canada would proceed a little faster. They are pro-
ceeding; I don't know whether they are pruqﬁiding any
faster or not.

Q When you speak about people moving west, does that point
to a larger resettlement program or some further Gov-

ernment encouragement?

THE PRESIDENT: We do not have to start anything. If we
have any reclamation projects where people can go out

and get 40- or 50-aore farms, they will do it.

3
I
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Q Is it possible for the State of Pennsylvania to get
money under the existing cirocumstances?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes; if they have a P.W.A. list of projects
and will confine their request for a grant approxi-

mately to the number of people they take off the re- |
lief rolls I think we ocan put it through. I‘

Q Mr, President, is there any comment you can make about
the report that the dockets are being cleared rather
rapidly?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't read it.

Thank you, Mr. President!

The Press Conference then adjourned. :
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