CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #344,

Executive Offices of the V'hite House,
February 12, 1937, 10.47 AN,

THE PRESIDEIT: 4s they used to say when we had & joint session of
the lLegisleture in Albany twenty-five years ago, the old
Lieutenant Governor would be there on the rostrum end in
would come the Sentte -- "The Senate will take their accus-
tomed seats on the floor." (Laughter)

R, DOMALIDSON: All in.

THL PRESIDENT: I don't think there is any imnortant news excent
that I am ebout tc sign the Joint Resclution authorizing the
President tc invite the Fan-‘rericun re-ublics a&nd thé Daﬁiniﬂn
of Can&du to participute in the »nroroseé Grester Texas-Tan-
nerican Lxnosition. I think that is ell.

% here is thut to be held?

e PrESILAT: In Texas.

& I meun, what point? -

THE E'_L;_,.- DilT: I don't know. I don't sav that.

w Heve you recejved & renort from the committee on farm tenancy? -

THL PRLSIEEND: Yes, there is going to be a message to Congress on
that.

w iuve you signed senutor robinson's resclution spnointing & com-
nittee t¢ study the location of an suditorium?

THi PRESIDLNT: Thet hus not come. las it passed?

@ I think it is &t the "hite House. C&n ycu explain about that?

There secems to be & bit of confusion after talking to the

other merbers yesterday. They have no objection to the




auditorium.
THE PRESIDENT: I think that would be all right.

¢ Get the suditorium first?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh -- (laughter) careful, Russ (Young), you are

leading me on.

i Can you explein where they are in your mind e&s to their im-
portance?
THY PRESITENT: That is what the cormittee is to give us & recom-
nendation on. #s & matter of fuct, on the Thomas Jefferson
one I slways thousht it was pretty elear that the Congress
would went to have a specific endéd special memorial to Thomes
Jefferson. Cf course, 1if ve went &t some later date, if we have
& nice auditorium here, to cull it a Jefferscn Lerorial, that is
S0 mucﬁ_tc the pood.
can you tell us when the ressege w11l ¢¢ up on the farrm tenancy
bil1l®
T PRELIDIET: .5 soon as I write it. T will write it over the
week end. I huve two messeges,crop insurance end farm terancy.

w ‘'Thet do you thinl of the strike settlement?

THD PELUSIDLIT: I enmvery, very hanny that Covernor iurphy did such

a perfectly splendid job.

b

Joule you like to give your corment to [umerica orn the sit-down

strike in lubor controversies?

TH. FRESIDENT: NNo.
% Can you tell us what the senators huve been telling you about

your Judiciary reform bill?

THE PRUSIDENT: You don't want te be here 21l day, do you? (Laughter)
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Q Are you surprised gé'tha reaction to your Judiciary bil1?
THE PRESICENT: It depends on which paper you read. (Laughter)

Mo, the only thing that I think it would Be nroper to
talk wbout at this time -- of course, I naturally cannot talk
uné won't talk sebout current developments here or on the Fill,
thaet is obvious -- butljust s background for you and only as
background, I think it niight be usgeful tec tell you that this
particulﬂr ressage, vhiech I think & week ago today took most

eonle by surnrise, dutes back over sbout & yeer cnd & half,
a little over & yeur und & half, in fuct, since the TA deci-
sion, bectuse at that tine it becune perfectly clear that
there were certuin soeicl economic things that hed to be done
in the nation und &« sincere attermt vas mede by the Congress

.

te curry out social economic lezislation in the belief that

the results coult not be obtalned nerely by diferent stete
|

encetments, wnc thetl those subjects were not only national

i

alr : pee but were toe conternmlation of the Con-
of you nave written cstorles
napny troush tnd the

8

after 1ay, 1825, ran

lot -of people sorting ell these
Jifferent suggestions and trying tc formulate some practical wey,
in view of the decisidns, ¢ srriving et recults thet seemed not

only necessary for the country but very much demanded by the

country. Last spring those studies begen tc take rather definite




form.

The studies were continued durings the summer asnd autumn.

Right after the electicn == I think I came back here the Fridey
ufter election -- I think it was within the next two or three
days end befere 1 left for South america, I asked two reonle to
rit down the result of these studies in blae* uné white. The
> the attorney General and the Solicltor Generel
hen I ot buclk froo. the South rsmerican crulse --

viay of nutting 1¢ is this: They had listed &ll of
the sugpestions thet hed becn nace over a rnerlod of & ysar &and
& nalf into several cetezories. The more ve studied the cate-
the fiftzenth of lLecerber =nd sbout twc weeks
eccnclusion that a proecess of elim-
tre crounds. The first ground vas
the ouestion of time, we eliminuted
nul arendments, wérticulerly becruse
kinda of constituticonul wnendments
been extremely difficult,
he sume objeetive in wmind, to ;rrive
sual lan;usge.
the ge considera-
tiom

Gy point of vi: it is not a yery difficult ' - over & reriod

of three or four years, to present ratif in thirteen states.
It is & comparutively simple thing t f there is therourhly
skillad end orgunizec opposition directed st the point of least

resistunces.,
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Therefore, we came down to the other category, which was
legislation. There sgein, a great meany of the proposals thet

hed been rzde vere elimincted because of the fect that they

were of coubtful constitutionality. Then, tc use & simple
exammle, the proposal for legislative sction calling for a -
unenimous decision or an eirht to twe declsion in the Supreme
Court or &« unanimous decision in & Circuilt Court of Avpeals,
where there is more than one judge. In other words, going baeck
to the fundarentals of the corronwealth, it is a great question
&5 to whetiier any luwyersz, no retter how muech they may went very
necessur - Lod very irrediute socisl and economie reforms, if
they vere on the Sunrene Court thenigselves,; as to whether they
would bBold eccnstitutionsl ¢ low mroviding Zor & unarnimous decl-
aion or un-ei . ht to two deecicion or snytaings of thet kiné. In
other vorés, they would o way bael on thie constituticnal law
and mizht ver sasily say, Mihut Tué in mind in 1787 in regard
t¢ & cecision® Cbhbviously, thers 1s the bzekoround of three or
Tour hundred years of _.nglish cormion law, vhich was the only
knovn body of precedente in 1%€7. ZFron the days of Queen Zliz-
abeth or _enry tihs cighth, for sll we know, the rule of the old
pglish eommon luew had been thut the rejority of a court could
determine the uetiocn of thut court.
by & process of eliminetion, we cume down to san action
wiieh was of unuoubt&v gﬁnaﬁitution&liiy.

»nt the sare tlme, rerembering &ll the progress of the

studies during the past yeur, every tporoach to the rroblenm of

legislation and the constitutionality of laws brought in the
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factor of other Federal courts besides the Supreme Court.
It becure more snd riore & question of the Federsl Judiciary as
a whole. |
tiell, that is the easiest viay of putting the backeround of

the origin of the message of & week ago. There was nothing
1ysterious about it. The three pecﬁle vho worked on it were
the Attorney Genercl, the Solicitor General and myself.

« «&s it & composite? It was not one man's idea?

Tie PRLEIVET: 10, if wag & process of evelution, arrived at over a
long period of time.

% In your ressage, you suid something about the denpger of serious
conzeguences thet micnt result frow an smendrent.

TiL SRESTD2MNP: Yo, 1814 1ot say so.

w, -iIn the wverv lest narapgranht

- =

e L s }I;;—L.J 1.:..-'-:-.. ;I

Lt You hud better pet the purezreph. You huven't

- " r n - £ - -
cuoted guite ricrht. You hud better read it.

w I8 the vlun for Cisncsition of rouer =t Becnneville Dam ready?

5L FPhoesIinilty That will be ready «fter I have hed & conferences

The report of thut speciul cormittes, the inforrnal committee,
I have ot thet on rmy cdesk end T am having down, maybe over the
weel end andé rayve &% the begsinning of the weex, the Senutors

and, I think, the nembers of the House ulse, from ‘ashington,

=t

Cregon and Ideho in relction to the pronosed legislation which
1s, in generel, in line v:ithk Senutor llcNery's bill of last
yesr. There ure sone differences, but not & great many, and

the legislution prornosed would tie in very nicely with any

subseguent legislution in relation to the regional ﬁbwer




districts that I talked about the other day.

& Have you received any information about the coast air bases?

MH. EARLY: Yes, sir, I huave it.

THE PELSIDE!NT: Steve has it, I have not.

% oSenator CGeorge lorris told me yesterday thet his Stute Supreme
Court requires seven to two decisions. Does thut Feve any
relation to what you are telking about? H;a_stata court
cunnot declare & stute leyv unconstitutionsl unless it is five
out of seven.

THx FLRLSIDZINT: Frobubly it is in the Constitution of llebraska.

w —0t8 thet Lave any becring on the Sunrere Court of the Tnited

TIL PRAEIDIFT: Only this: If it is constitutionul in Mebraska, it
is constitutionul in 'ebruske. It cun be mude constitutional
with resnect to the Juprerme Court, but only by anencdrent.

¢ L0es the fuet that you pronose this vlen for judicisry referm
bur the wuy tc the rossibility of »rorosing a constitutional
;men&mant later on?

T2 FiesILZRT: —Tow you are gettine u 1little Hit into the "iffy"

Heve you ceslgnuted or are you soing te desizmute socon an Under

-

Secretery of Stute?
THE PRESIDLITI: I don't- know.
% «are you considering trunsfers, sir, arong the divlomuts shroad?

€ have u nurber of thenm in town now with rather wistful ex-

vressions. (Laughter)




THE PEESIDENT: The only trouble is that if I say "Yes" I em going

Y
to get deluged. COf course, ectually at the end of a two or three

year period with very few changes, 1t 1s obvicus that there will

be trensfers and chunges made. I have various papers in the bas-

ket making suggestions. Nothing further has been aone. The

Secretary of Stute 1s coming in in the course of the next week

or twe and we will work out quite & number of changes. I haven't
any ides of whet they will be.

L8

% bave vou received from the lNavy and Lubor Depzrtments the renorts

you requested on the '.--.-'alsh-—Iien% nct? =
THE PRUSICENT: Have I, Steve?
R, ZaRLY: Mo, sir.
T IRESINENT: ot to my knowledee.

te FOUNG: Thenk you, ir. rresident.
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Press Conference #345, :
Executive Offices of the White Hnusa
February 16, 1937, 4.10 P.M,

Q Mr. President, could we move Warm Springs up a little bit?

THE PRESIDENT: I think it is time to do something. As a matter
of fact, I think it would be a fine idea to get off around
the eighth of March. We will have a late spring here.

Q Did the Foundation buy the MacPherson Cottage? Wlaybe we can
get that.

THIT PRESIDENT: Yes, but they are having a bad time. They can
only provide one cottage for the Press.

Q That is a fine cottage.

THE PRESIDENT: If they can use that one, but I don't <now.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there is any news at all. Every-
thing is very quiet and newsless.

Q Is there anything you can tell us about your conference today
with former Governor McNutt?

THE PRESIDENT: We talked over old times. (Laughter)

@ Is there anything you can tell us about your confereuce today
with Mr. Xent? (Mr. Fred I. Kent, of New York)

THE PRESIDENT: Which Mr. Kent?

Q Frank?

Q@ This i$ Fred, not Frank.

THE PRESIDENT: No, he talxked about various things, including hot

money. I told him to go over and see Henry Morgenthau and

Eccles.
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Q What did he have to say on the subject?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, he said it wasn't so. (Laughter) I said
that is a question of fact, I did not know, I had never
handled any of it. (Laughter)

Q Your reference to "hot" money, is that to the influx of foreign
money?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

R Secretary iorgenthau said we should look to you for a story.

THE PRESIDENT: I think they aré going on with those conversations
at the Treasury and the Federal Reserve Board for another week.
Didn't he give you that impression?

Q He said something about a meeting tomorrow.

THE PRESIDEHT:. I don't think they have gotten anywhere.

Q@ Can you tell us what you would do?

THE PRESIDENT: Thet is something I cannot tell you yet.

@ Any reports on the Walsh-Healey Act?

THE PRESIDENT: Still working on it. Something about s-t-e-a-1
and s-t-e-c-1. (Laughter)

Q@ Will you tell us something about what you and the Vice President
were pounding the table so much last night where you were sit-
ting? |

THE PRESI&EQ;:' It was one of his stories.

% You were pretty serious.

Q Will you go on the air with respect to your judiciary program?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not any plans for the air at all.

At about every fourth conference I have to announce that

the crop insurance report is going up pretty 'soon.
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(At this point Mrs. Roosevelt came into the President's

office, through Miss LeHand's office, and said, "Goodbye."
THE PRESIDENT: If you get stuck in a snowdrift, please tele-
phone. Whereupon Mrs. Roosevelt said, "Thanks. I will tele-
phone from the snowdrift," (laughter) and left the room.)

THE PRESIDENT: She would, too. (Laughter)

@ Mr. President, have you received your report from the committee
that studied Furopean cooperatives yet?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. It has not come in yet, has it, Steve?

MR. EARLY: No, sir; I have not seen it or heard of it arriving.

THE PRESIDENT: Crop insurance, I think, is going up on Thursday.

Q@ Governor Earle was ﬁown here again today in connection with PWA
funds for Pennsylvania. Are you going to be able to do any-
thing for him, sir, on the hospital angle of that or any other
phases of it? |

THE PRESIDENT: That I don't know. They are working on the list
at the present time. They have quite a lot of projects.
Didn't we talx about it the other day? Pennsylvania is way
behind on the general list of PWA projects because they did
not have the constitutional authority to go ahead until just
recently, so we are going to do everything we can to help

them out on it.

R He said, sir, he would like an answer on that before Tuesday,

when he is going to submit a budget. (Laughter)
THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I have not heard from George (Gov-
ernor Earle) since exactly a quarter before midnight last

night. when he called me up to tell me the result of the vote
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in Harrisburg. He got me just as I was going to sleep.

It is a very dull day. It is going to be Q quiet week,

I think,

Q Where is Mrs. Roosevelt going, to Hyde Park?

THE PRESIDENT: No, she is going up to the Cornell Week. She does

every year.

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, sir.
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L

THE PRESIDENT: Subject to the rag;::;ngleasa after it has actu-
ally been delivered to the Senate, and you cannot use it until
then, I am withdrawing the nomination of Governor Winant for
the Social Security Board and nominating Murray Latimer in
his place, and Steve will have some letters for you outside
about the time you get through. Governor Winant, I think,
will be doing some very necessary personal things_for a while
and will be back in the Government service, I hope, fairly
soon.

Q Same position, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: No; that is a difficult question. As you know,
Murray Latimer has been head of the Railroad Retirement Board.
They expect to have some news for the press, I think, in a
few days, and I think it will be very good news. It is an
agreement between the railrosds and the Lebor Brotherhood but
I cannot tell you anything more about it than that. I don't
think there is anything else.

Q Have you reached any solution of the appointment to fill the
two vacancies on the Circuit bench in the Chicago district?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet.

Q Are you familiar with the recommendations made by the University
of Pittsburgh recently for the appointment of a fact finding

commission to study public policy with reference to the pricing

practices in the steel industry?
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THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q It is considerably broader, of course, than the Walsh-Healey
Act., It goes into the whole question.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, but I have not heard of that. Who was it
that sent 1t?

Q It was a published report, published by the Business Research
of this University.

THE PRESIDEHP: I did not see it. See if you can dig it up, Steve.

Q Is the Government considering reopening the Government wartime
arsenal at Charleston?

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I lmow of. That was started as an armor
plate plant when I was Assistant Secretary of the Navy, and
it is a very excellent location so far as any kind of steel
goes and has excellent buildings on it. Of course, during
the ten or twelve years after the war a good part of the
machinery was sold or-scrapped. What is left is primarily
armor plate machinery but if it were opened for any other pur-
pose the plant would have to be rebuilt.

 Was that plent, sir, ever equipped to make armor plate steel?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think it was. As I remember it it was only

armor plate. Whether the processes for meking armor plate are

would have to be substantially rebuilt.
Q But the property is in possession of the Government?
THE PRESIDENT: You bet it is. People tried to buy it in the last

two or three years but I never would sell it. I thought it was

worth holding on to. There was a real estate development wanted




to buy it.

Q Will you tell us about your recent conference with various -

groups and Senators?
THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so.
Q Mr. Prasidant, do you care to discuss the possibility that we
may match the new British program of construction?
THE PRESIDENT: I have not talked to anybody about it, literally
nobody, except that I did talk to old Commodore Marvin

Y

MeIntyre.

Q Did you and the Commodore reach any conclusions on the subject?
' (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, we did. It is all right, they were very
good conclusions.

Q@ In talking to Mr. Edison yesterday, many of us got the impres-
sion that they were facing a situation where they would have
to stop work in the Haﬁy Yarde pretty soon.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, we have to do something about getting steel

in the next few weeks.

Q@ Do you know what it would be?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know.

Q Would it be by legislation?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; we are still talking about it.

Q@ Do you favor the principle of the Walsh-Healey Bill?

THE PRESIDENT: I favor very, very distinctly the provisions for
labor in the Walsh-Healey Bill. I would like to see them

applied to industry all over the United States. If you will

read the five provisions, A, B, C, D and E -~ they are fine.
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Q Mr. President, what are your plans regarding President Quezon,

who will be here in a couple of days?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we will have conferences here and at the
State Department, and then we are having a luncheon in his
honor -- I think it is the second or third of March.

Q Mr. President, anything to be said about conferences with Treas-

ury experts on foreign security holdinguf
THE PRESIDENT: No; they are still working on it.

- Q Secretary Roper indicated yesterday that you were goling to do
something pretty soon about the Maritime Commission -- a per-
manent appointment? _

THE PRESIDENT: I hope so. (Laughter) You will be right some day.
It is all right.

Q I hope so.

Q Anything from Annapolis about your investigations of James L.
Johnston, Jr., and his resignation?

THE PRESIDENT: I think there are quite a number that have been

investigated, and not just one. There are quite a number.

I suppose there will be a report on it today. In other words,

it is merely a recheck to see whether there were any valid

reasons for retaining any of the 135 youngsters from different

classes who have not come up to standard on one or more counts.
Q Is that report coming to you?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes; I will know about it. It does not come

to me for approval because it is under a statute.

Q Is it made pwlic?
THE PRESIDENT: There is no reason why it should not be made public,
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as long as you ineclude all of the 135.

Q Would you care to say anything about the mhmu;ng of the
American naval program above our present praérn in relation
to the new British program? ¥

THE PRESIDENT: As I said, the only person I talked to, literally,
is Commodore McIntyre, nobody else.

Q Can you tell us, perhaps in the abstract, to ;hat extent you
feel our naval construction program should be on account of
what Great Britain is doing?

.THE PRESIDENT: Based on adequate national defense.

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr., President.

THE PRESIDENT: It is a very dull day. I don't see why we should
not put the 1lid on over Saturday and Sunday. There may be

some people coming down to see me tomorrow or Sunday but Steve

(Barly) will tell you.
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THE PRESIDENT: I was just showing the Dean (Mr. Young) my bill

which has just come in for 26,000 trees which are going to be
planted next month.

@ Spruce trees, aren't they?

THE PRESIDENT: 1In other words, I am practising what I preach.

Q@ Are these the Christmas trees?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. EBhDDD Norwey spruce, 2,000 balsam firs and
1,000 Dougles firs. That is experimental. That is an awful
lot of trees.

Q@ Those are the ordinary Santa Claus trees?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. They are on another ten acres of waste land.
That is stopping erosicn.

¢ You did not tell us the amount of the bill.

| THE PRESIDENT: §130.00.

¢ Did you say, sir, whether they are to be planted in Georgis or
in New York?

THE PRESIDENT: At Hyde Perk.

Q ¥130.00 for all of them?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, $5.00 & thousand.

W Are they seedlings?

THE PRESIDENT: They call them three-year old transplants. In
other words, théy have been transplented once already from

the original bed.

& Do you get them from the State Conservetion Lepartment?
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q@ You had the others down at Valkill?

THE PRESIDENT: Iﬁ back of the cottage, yes.

Outside of that I don't think there is any news at all.

R Mr. President, can you tell us anything about the rumor, which
I understand is going around, that Mr. Bullitt may return
from Paris to become Under Secretarv of State?

THE PRESIDENT; He is zoine to be here about eleven days and will
then zo back to Paris.

% Very soon the terms of Distriect Attorneys, Revenue Collectors
expire. Are you goings to reappoint them generally, or are
they zoing to continue in office permanently?

TiE PEESIDENT: T have not even talked to anybody about it. They
begin expirins the end of Varch, don't thev? I mean, their
terms begin to expire? (Laushter)

5 I realize you xnow how it is that wyour name is misused durine

the four vears vou have experienced it. Have you any comnent

on the C. I. O. use of your name in solicitins menbers?

Ti{¥ PRESIDENT: The only way I cen talk about that is off the record
and "off the record" means, of course, c¢-mfidential. Uon't make
a Tace at me, it is true,

Naturally, I never heard of this thins at all. I still

do not know who they were referrins to. They may have been re-
ferringz to their own president end they may have been referrinz
to me. I don't know who they are referring to. It means if I

say anythine for the record that somebody will not write a

negative story but an affirmative story. They will say, "The
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President repudiates™ or words to that effect. Now how in
blazes can I repudiate something that I don't know whether
I was the fellow referred to? Therefore it has got to be
off the record. I cannot say anything one way or the other.
All T know is what I read in the papers. Of course nothing

came from here.

¢ There was an interview with the man who was supposed to be
responsible for that the other dav and he said'they assumed
that that was all right in view of your advocacy of the Wagner
Labor Relations Act and the general stand on labor,

THE PRESIDENT: Well, there are a lot of people, including writers,
who assuine things. The only thine that is sbsolutely safe and
absolutely sure is to guote from messsres I have written or
things I nave publicly said. That is a pretty safe rule.

% dr. President, are you plannin; to send to Congress soon a mes-
sage embracins wour views on maximum hours and minimwi wazes
legislation?

THE PR@SIDENT: do, it is still in the study stage and probably
will he for some time longer.

«+ The appropriation {or the Central Statistical Board was cut out
of the 'independent offices bill., Was tnat done with your ap-
préval?

THE PRESIDENT: We are tryvins to zet it back as soon as we cal.

You know the reason we started the Centrsl -Statistical Board:
All through 1933 and for some time into 1934, before we got

the machinery going, it was a perfectly easy thins for anybody

to go and get the Federal Keserve Board statistics on something
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and compare them with the Gumptrnliar of Currency's statistics
or compare them with the Traaaury Department statistics and
then write a story that the Government figures did not tally,
which was perfectly true. In the same way, you could go to
the Department of Agriculture and get their statistics and Z0
to the Dapartmenf of Labor and get theirs, and the things did

not tally. The Government was telling six or eight different

kinds of stories in a statistical way. At that time there was

no coordination whatsoever. I would go ahead and be given a
memorandum in the morning from perfectly good statistics, which

I assumed were all right, and you bﬁys would come in in the after-
noon and I would hand these statistics to you 2nd base what I

salid on that and the next dav some other department would meke

a liar out of me.

So what we did was to set up a central agencv to see to it
that if two departments did disasree on their firures taat thewv
would be put into a room and told to sgree. Ve did not tell
them how to agree. The only thinc we did was to tell them that
we did have to have the Government denartments and the various
agencies sayings the same thine, sayins whatever they thought was

the rizht thinz as long as they wers not sayine two—or three dif-

ferent things. Hence the Central Statistical Board. idowever,

in that work, when they find two different departments or agencies

that have reached figures that do not jibe with each other because
they have been made -- hecause the figures have been made on aif-

ferent forms of research -- on different formule -- the Central

Statistical Board has to do some researcn into the two different
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formulas that have been used in order to give an intelligent
answer to the different departments in trying to get them to
use the same formula. That is the principal cost of the Central
Statistical Board, doing research in order to standardize the
formulae of the different agencies of' the Government.

Q How do you account for it being cut out?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know what happened. <

§ Have you seen the report on consumer cooperatives?

THE PRESIDENT: Where is that, Steve?

MR. BARLY: I have not seen it.

THE PRESIDENT: I think it has come in. You mean the trip last
summer?

¢ Yes, sir.

TiZx PRESIDENT: It did come in and I sent it somewhsre; where, I do
not ¥now.

WR. FARLY: There were some thines you wanted checked up.

k Is the Warm Springs trin still beine considered definitely?

THE PRESIDENT: It looks now ss if I will zet off to warm Sprines.
The exact date I do not know because I am talkins with Budeet
and Harry Hopkins about the estimnte for the 1938 relief appro-
priation and I am not -- what I would like to do would be to
make the preliminary studies of it before I o so thst it can
be put into shape and be ready for me to transmit to the Con-
gress when I come back from “arm Springs. Thet process will

take about ten or twelve days and 1 want to do the oreliminary

work before I leave. I would sasy, offhand, thet we will ret

away between the eighth and the twelfth of ilarch.
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Q Will that include the stop-offs in Cherleston and Augusta?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. If I have to defer things, I doubt
very much if I can make the stop-offs because I have already
got appointments for Warm Springs which cannot be cheanged.

Q Anything new on the Walsh-Healey controversy?

THE PRESIDENT: I havé not heard a peep for three days.

Q Do you plan any further conferences with kr. licGrady or possibly
ir. Lewis?

THE PRESIDENT: No. They were goinz to come back and talk to me
ahoutlthe Navy steel problem whenever they were ready and thev
have not asked to come in yet.

@ With respect to your discussions with Mr. Bell and Mr. Hopkins,
can you give us any information of the size of the 1938 relief
figures?

THE PRESIDENT: No, not yet. Ve haven't gotten to it.

3 Have you and Senator VWagner agreed on the low cost housing bill?

THE PRESIDENT: We heve got thinge at the present time in what might
be called the final study stage.

(, Have you the Maritime Commission to the final study stage?
(Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: S-o0-o-n. - (Spelling the word out)

(@ Have you given any consideration to the new food and drus bill?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I have been studying the bill that has gone in.

 Wwhat do you think of it?
THE PRESIDENT: The first impression is that it weakens the District
law of thirty-two vears ago instead of strengthening it.

@ Do you expect to make any recommendation about 1t?
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THE PRESIDENT: You know, sometimes I adopt a pernicious practice

of tearing down instead of building up. It is very rare on

my part.

@ Can you tell us anything regarding Mr. Bullitt's speech in Paris
yesterday?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not seen it.

@ I merely waﬁted to ask you if the speech is important, It is
alleged that the speech was drafted, read to you on the tele-
phone, sent to the State Department textually and then delivered.
I would like tn have wvour noint of view.

THE PRESIDENT: It never came to me and, off the record, I have not

| even read it in the newspapers.

Q It is not in the papers. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Here is today's mail. I don't think it hes even
been sent over to me. I am sure it is not. (Examinine vapers)
This is (indicating) about something else. That is about Spain.

Q What about it? {Laughter}

THE PRESIDENT: I have not sot it at all. They may have it in the
State Department.

@ Is Mr. Bullitt returnine this week at your request? -

THE PRLEIDENT? Yes and no. (Laurhter) In otaer words, when Ee
went over he said he thoucht it would be a zood thines tn come

back and give & report sometime in ¥ebrusry or March and he

suggested a month ago that he thought it would be a good thing
to come back toward the end of February and the State Lepart-

ment said, "Come along." That is all there is. There is no

specific reason for his comingz over.




Q 1Is there any specific reason for Mr. Dodd coming over?

THE PRESIDENT: I did not know he was. Is he?

Q I don't know. (Laughter)

Q& He is just fishing. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Vell, the answer to that is, Why is a mouse when
it spins? Well, the ﬁigher the fewer, or other things like
that. That is a gem. It is all right.

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President.
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Fress Conference #348,

Executive Offices of the '/hite House,
Februery 26, 1937, 10,35 A.l.

¥MR. DONALDSON: &A1l in.

THE PRESIDZNT: I think that about the only news is thet there is

a message going up today transmitting -- this is to be held for

release until it gets there -~ transmitting the Panama Canal
Tolls and Vessel leasurement Cormittee report. Thet is the
Committee which wes apnointed under the nrovisions of the Act
of £pril 13, 1936. It 1s pretty technical. 3ome of you will
want to read it and some of you won't.

& '/ill the renort be avuillsble with the message?

L. ZeaklX: t will be availuble over there. '’e haven't zny copies.

Tin FPiESILENT: e haven't cnv copies -- just the originals.
This thing that Steve will zive you has got three nrovisions
for wmendins of existing legislaetion at the end. There are
three short paragrephs.

w Do you favor coul legisleticn this year?

TH. Pio2JDENT: I think we heave to do somethine about cosl.

« nave you seen thut bill?%? iiave you lookeé et it?

THL PRESTDENT; 1O

%« You Tavor the subject generally?

THE FPRUGIDEIT:- Very decidedly.

& «re you considering meking & rcdio speech on your court precram
before you go to ‘arm Springs?

TEL PREGIDEITT: I think I will. I was talking to Steve about it

lest night. The usuel fireside telk on the genersl stete of

#




the Nation.

€& Ineluding the court?

THE PRESIDENT: Usual broadcast on the state of the Nation.
It will include & great many things, as usual,
Don't get yourselves out on limbs. I think Steve got the
ninth of larch for it, at 10.30 P.l, Goluﬁhia, Netional,
Iutual -- I don't know what else. Usual thing.

¢ Hulf hour, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

% Can you tell us anything new on the Muvy steel situation follow-

irg your discussion?

TH PRuSIDET: T haven't heerd anything this rornirg.
I didn't hear unything until yesterday mornirg when Charlie
i.dison cane in end télked to me about i1t. There was no news
then and I don't know any now.

« Lo you think this new Tmgner lHousing 2ill will do the job of pro-
vidéing 'low cost housing?

T, FriSTUENTT 5t%ill in conference on it,

& ill you sign the bill on the reilvey vension tux? I understand

it is to be signed toduy cr tomorrow.

Litey will¥Y: llot to my knowledpe.

THL FoIlellT: I think it came in but you hed better cheek. 7T don't
know.

& ©On housing, the bill has been introduced. /il conferences now

relate as to vhether the bLill should be nushed?

THo PRESIDZIT: Ch, no. ‘je have to have housing legislation. e

certainly &ll want housing legislation at t11s session. They

o LTI Pt e
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are still talking about it and I suppose there will be hear-

ings on it, too.

Q4 You say they are still talking about it?

THE PRLSIDENT: Congress =-- and they are asking opinions from differ-

ent Government departments.

« Heve you given any consideration to reviving that old housing com-
mittee you had last yeer?

TEL PRESIDENT: No. They are eppearing individuslly, which 1s pree-
tically the seme thing.

Q 3tatements are being printed that radicel changes &re being made

~
in your plens to reorganize the Lxecutive Branch of the Govern-
ment. Is that true?
2 FPELSIDINT: I haven't the faintect icea.

i |

I huven't discussed 1t with anybody for three weeks, I thinlk.

]

w To return tc that fireside tzlk., You suay we will be golng out

on & limb i we write stories that you ney diseuss the Supreme

Court?

[T

TEL PhReSILEIT: Mot if vou write the story that I am going to dis-

cuss 4 200¢ many vroblems that will affect the state of the
Nution. het the talk will be I haven't any idec at the nresent
t{ime, because I haven't written it yet.

5 1s that the dey that the senate Judiciery Cortidttee heurings begin
on the Court Reorganization B111l7

TEE PRESIDENT: I don't know. Is 1t?

« 1 understand so.

THE PRUSIDENT: I guess Steve will have to chanpge the date. (Laughter)

Well, thet cate wes set -- off the recerd -- with the idea of
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getting down to Verm Springs -- doing it the last minute just

before we go down. I hope to go the next day.

Q Anything on Louis Brovmlow's admirnistration report?

THE PRESIDENT: That is what Russell (Mr. Young) just was asking
about. I haven't tulked about it for three weeks.

@ The last two weeks there have been several allocations of FPVA

funds for various stetes. Does thaet indlcate a change?

TS PRISIDENT: The only allocations made, I understend, were in the
two cuses we telked about before, Pennsylvenis and Loulsiana,
and two or three comparetively small projecte that had been
promised two years ago and v e vere morally bound to put them
through. They were schoolhouses in Texes end some kind of a
college in North Curolina. They vere just one or two things
we felt morelly cbliged to zo through with.

« lic change in policy?

s PLeoIDilT: llo change.

Y

Yuve you received & protest frow Liew London, Connecticut, derand-

| ing thut the Federzl Government cormpel the nlectri¢ Boat Com-

! e
| THE PRosILENT:S {1nterposing} ot thet I know of.

S -- to negotiate with strikers?

THL PRLUSIDINT: lac, (ir. icIntyre) have you seen 1t?

:.-‘-.1{1 1-:CI}-|I.L a.rf.j-l - f'D ¥ Sirl

Ldte YCUNG: Thenk you, lx. President. X
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Press Conference #349,

Executive Offices of the White Hhusa,
March 2, 1937, 4.05 P.M.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there is any news at all. I have

been looking at charts of the Texas coast to see where the

tarpon run.

@ What season do they run?

THE PRESIDENT: End of April is a very good season.

R Where will you make your base on that trip -- for Mr. McIntyre?

THE PRESIDENT: At sea. Oh, for Mac? I haven't thought of that.
I wouldn't trust him in New Orleans. (Laughter)

Q Not if we went along?

THE PRESIDENT: No; that would meke it worse.

R Is that definite?

THE PRESIDENT: No, that is just a hope.

Q What boat would you use?

Hit PRESIDENT: Something that draws very little water because it

is shallow all along.

Q How about the Potomac?

THY PRESIDENT: Maybe, if she can get there.
Q Are you expectinz to go to New Orleans?
THE PRESIDENT: I hope to go via New Orleans. UMaybe we will drcg
Mac cff.there but I don't know.
 Sounds good.
Q Last Sunday morning there appeared in the New York Times a story --

THE PRESIDENT: Fred (Mr. Essary) is getting good now.

Q Wait until I finish my question. {Laughter]
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That story appeared to be either inspired or authorized
and if it is in order I would like to know, sir, whether it
was either authorized or inspired.

THE PRESIDENT: Fred, off the record, Steve has laid his head on
the block and so do I. It won't happen again.
Q That helps some, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: I think that was the first offense in years.

Q@ I rather thought so; that is why it was a little shocking.

Q@ Have you decided on the Under Secretary of State, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: WNot yet.

Q Or on any of the other vacant diplomatic posts? -

THE PRESIDENT: No. We are getting on pretty well. We have talked
about it today and are continuing our conversations and I think
over the next week or two there will be some announcement re-
garding the whole list.

Q How about the Maritime Commission? Tomorrow?

THE PRESIDENT: -Na;'we are getting warm though.

Q@ Before you go?

THE PRESIDENT: I hope so. That is a real honest-to-God hope.

Q Has any decision been reached on the CCC program?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I was talking that over with the-Steering
Committee of the House this morning and pointing out to them
that I would like to enlarge the CCC, as they suggested, to
another hundred thousand boys, making it four hundred thousand

instead of three hundred thousand, but that I could not think

of it primarily in terms of boys; unfortunately I have got to

think of it in terms of dollars. When we made up the budget
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we figured that if we are to come to a reasonable prospect

of a halﬁnce in the fiscal year 1938 we couldn't spend more

than three hundred million dollars for the CCC in that year.
Incidentally, that number of three hundred thousand seems to
be pretty close to the figure that will take up all the ap-

plicants for CCC from the relief rolls or applicants from

families that are on the relief rolls. Of course it does
mean that some of the camps now in existence will have to
close down, but what we are trying to do is only to close
those camps where the work as originally planned has been
completed. I say "as originally planned" because, of course,
once you get a camp in a place, you plan for two or three
years of work but when that work is done it is very easy to
find another two or three years of work in the same spot.

« Well, two very good examples of that are the two camps near
where I live, one in Staatsburg, New York, where they are
working on the State Park, and the other one down in Georgia,

that works on the Pine Mountain, and in both of those cases

| the original work of those camps has been substantially com-

pleted. There are a great many others -- several hundred of

them.

Q Have you still got the one in Warm Springs?

THE PRESIDENT: That is in the same category.
Q@ It is a zood camp.
Q That inspired story that appeared on Sunday made some mention

of your desirse to find a method to enforce contracts between

capital and labor. I wonder if you could outline how you




propose to accomplish that.

THE PRESIDENT: I think that would take too long a time and I
haven't really worked it out for this occasion.

Q@ The NRA report you sent to the Hill today, will that be fol-

lowed in the future by any more specific recommendations

for legislation?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that brings up that big general subject.

I think you can assume that I hope that something will hap-
pen in this session.

And by the way, just between us boys and girls, let us
try something new for the rest of this year. 7You know, you
invented the word -- I didan't =-- "must" legislation: and I
have kicked for four years about that "must" legzislation.

Well, since that Spring of 1933 Session, there has never been
any "must" legislation. Why don't you help me out by using a
new word -- "DUgh%" legislation. TI think it is a more accurate
description.

< <enator Reynolds was in to see you yesterday rezarding securing

-

an additional allotment regarding the Smoky Mountain Park.
Are you able to give us anything?

TiE PRESIDENT: He told me something I had never heard of s6 I sent
out to find out éggﬁt it.

w Has there been any way found of giving Mayor Kelly his forty

million dollars for digging subways?

THE PRESIDENT: I think he is trying to find out how many relief

workers he can put to work if we build them,

Q Is it possible to get the money without matching it?




THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no.

In other words, you know the general story about PWA
money at the present time -- that the grant could reach as
high as 45% of the total cost of the project provided that
45% represented people taken off the relief rolls and put to
work.

Q@ But it must be matched?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes.

Q Is the mﬂasage'ou relief for the next fiscal year coming out
pretty soon now?

THE PRESIDENT: Soon after I get back from Warm Springs, I would
say around the end of March.

Q Coming back to the subway. Philadelphia has some. what aTe
our chances?

THE PRESIDENT: Same problem; New York ought to get one too. In
other words, I don't think we will make any different rule

for subways. They fall under the general category or principle

of schoolhouses or highways or anything else. It is a question

of the amount of labor that we can take off relief rolls.

1

@ Don't the circumstances under which you authorized the loans to

Pennsylvania somewhat alter the PWA program?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I don't know of this particular Philadelphia
thing. I never heard of it before but if it comes under the
general program for the State under this rule of trying to
equalize the Pennsylvania situation because of their consti-

tutional problems, why it is all right -- as long as it falls

under that exception rule for éannaylvania and Lquisiana.
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Q Do you care to comment on the telegram of the six Governors on
relief?

THE PRESIDENT: They are coming down to lunch with me on Saturday.

¢ Mr. Praaident, the CIO - United States Steel negntlationa opened
yesterday. In that connection, has there b;en any report or
any hope for early settlement on the Walsh-Healey difficulties?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't heard a thing about it since I read the
papers this morning. I haven't heard anything from the Navy
Department or Labor on it. I hope it will.

w Mr. President, is there any connection between Myron C. Taylor's
visit at the White Hhus; a couple of months ago and the intro-
duction of the forty-hour week in the steel industry?

THE PRESIDENT: WNoj; not any more than the fact taat Myron Taylor
and I, whenever we see egch other, talk about general problems
affectins national welfare.

w Can you tell us about housing at all in view of your conference

*with Senator Wagner? Can you give us any idea of how the
housing program is coming along?

THE PRESIDENT: When they came in this morning I sent them all into
the Cabinet Room to talk over with the Treasury the problem of
finaneing housing. I told them not to come out until they had
reached an agreement. They may be still thers.

Q They came out but hadn't reached an agreement. (Laughter)

Q Can you tell us anything about your conference with Lieutenant

Governor Price of Virginia?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Just had a nice visit.

Q On this subway business, Mayor Kelly's program also includes
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elevated speedways and highways. Would that be confined -~
if he can show employment of the relief labor, would that
be confined to WPA or would it be possible for a direct

grant of PWA?

THE PRESIDENT: No, it would have to be matched; if it comes out

of PWA funds it would have to be matched.

W Is there a possibility of a grant or allocation from Works

Progress for such work?

THE PRESIDENT: We are trying not to scramble the two together

@ Can you tell us anything about taxing to finance the liagner

THE {RESIDENT: That is about that same thing we were talking

@ Are any new taxes contemplated to finance the Wagner Housing

THE PRESIDENT: No. They were talking about that this morning

Q@ Do you contemplate legislation along the lines of the British

because it confuses the whole thins. If you do, you get
away from the principle not to exceed 45% from the PWA.

You see, the PWA fund is intended to help out municipalities
taat have good public works of their own to do and that have
difficulty in financing them, and wita this grant it enables
them to carry through a lot of things that otherwise they

couldn't do. It is really a distinct thinz from WPA.

housing program?

about, What was the gquestion?

Bill?

but haven't reported yet. There are a dozen different ways

ol dﬂ‘ing it .

Trade Union Act for the control of industrial disputes?
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; that is a pretty broad question.
Of course we are, naturally, trying to keep in touch with
what other nations and states have done in regard to working
out legislation for industrial disputes.. That is about as
far as one can go.

¢ Mr. President, can you tell us if in the talks with President
Quezon the question of sho?tening the Commonwealth period
has come up?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

@ Can you give us any idea of what lies behind these conversations:/

'I'HE PRESIDENT: The chief thing relates to trade between the Philip-
pines and the United States and with President wuezon 1 only
had a general discussion about the economic relations between
the Philippines and the United States. We didn't get down to
details at all.

& Mr. President, can you straighten out for us the apparent con-
flict between the Cuban Trade Agreement and your proposal for
a 75¢ excise tax on sugar?

THE PRESIDENT: I didn't know it did. But when it comes to a question
on sugar I find myself very quickly out of depth. You had better
ask the Secretary of Agriculture or the Secretary of State. I
don't xmow.

Q@ The London papers print the report today that one of your sonms,
apparently James Roosevelt, is going to the coronation of the
British King as a member of the delegation.

THE PRESIDENT: That is a very happy thought. That is news to him

and to me.




Q Strike while the iron is hot. (Laughter)

Q In connection with the sweeping reorganization of White House
lunches and dinners -- breakfasts and luncheons -- the United

Press would like to know what you had for breakfast and lunch-

eon today? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Has the United Press descended to that?

@ They telephoned to me and asked me.

THE FRESIDENT: If all the Press Associations would get together
and have a conference with the cook you might get a daily
bill-of-fare.

Q I think that is fine but she won't talk, Mr. President.

(Laughter)

MR. OLIVER: Thank you, kir. President.
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Press Conference #350,

Executive Offices of the White House,
March 5, 1937, 10.55 A.M.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there is any news. Mr. Mackenzie King
is getting here this afternoon at tea time and spending the |
evening with me, also the night at the White House. We are

having dinner elone together and we are going to 8it on the

gofa and talk until we both just want to go to bed.

Q Talk about the St. Lawrence Waterway Treaty?

THE PRESIDENT: Talk about everything; all kinds of things -- world
affairs.

Q Will he stay longer than tonight?

THE PRESIDENT: No, he is leaving tomorrow morning. He is going to
the Cenadian Legation tomorrow. I don't know when he is actually
leaving Washington.

Q Mr. President, is that (indicating piles of telegrems) your fan
mil?

THE PRESIDENT: That is pert of it; Steve brought them in.

Q Tell us what it is like.

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't looked at it. Steve says it is running
about eight to one. I was wrong; seven out of eight are
favorable.

Q Favorable to what?

THE PRESIDENT: To what I said last night.

Q The morning comment on your speech -- the question was raised as

to when the Court had prevented --

THE PRESIDENT: (Interposing) Well, offhand, read the opinion of
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Judge Cox =-- wasn't it Cox? =- in the TVA case. Whatever his

-

Q We are talking about the lower courts.

THE PRESIDENT: What was his name?

Q Gore?

THE PRESIDENT: That's right; Gore.

Q Mr. President, during your present Philippine discussions, do
you anticipate that-tha political as well as the economic phases
will come up?

THE PRESITCENT: I don't know. We haven't had any political questions

-ccms up so far. I have éean President Quezon twice; once we
lunched here, and we didn't take it up, and the other time was
a formal luncheon and we didn't discuss it there.

Everything is quiet. We might as well put the 1id on.
We haven't any news except Mackenzie King.

Q¢ How about these Governors tomorrow?

THE PRESIDENT: .That is right; you will have to stand by for that.

Q Has that 1list of Governors grown since the other day?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Any likelihood of the Maritime Commission being appointed?

THE PRESIDENT: Probably just before I leave.

Q Mr. President, wili you tell us wha£ you intend to take up in
speaking to the Canadian Prime Minister?

THE PRESIDENT: Everything. Going to talk about North, Central and

South America and all the other continents.

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President.
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Press Conference No. 351,

Executive Offices of the White House,
Mareh 10, 1937, 4.05 P.M,

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I think it ought to be clearly understood that I

am going off on this trip, not because I want to go or need

to go but I am doing it solely at the request of the White
House Correspondents' Association. They say they are run
ragged. It is all right, I am always doing what I &n told
to do.

@ How about Commodore McIntyre?

THE PRESIDENT: - OQutside of that I don't think there is any news
a8t #&ll,

 The term of Mr. Frall =s'Chairman of the Coamunications Com-
mission expires toda}. I think you have to designate a
Chairman.

THE PRESIDENT: T have desigusted him for one year more.

«, Have you given any thought to a successor of Judee Nolynesaux
of the Eighth Circuit, who resignsd several weeks aco on ac-
count of old aze? (Lauvhter)

That is true. (Laushter)

THE PRESIDENT: Which is the Eighth Circuit?

« I think he is away up in the seventies. (Laushter) Oh, you
mean the Lighth Circuit?

THE PREETDENT: Yes, which is the kLightn Circuit, what state?

& ifinneapolis, I think he succeeded Judee Bell. Whatever that

territory is.
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I have a vague recollection of a
vacancy out there but I don't know. .

Q Do you care to say anything about the veto of the Child Labor
amendment by the New York Assembly?

THE PRESIDENT: I deeply regret it. Thaet is all I can say.

Q@ Wr. President, do you think the Pittman Neutrality Bill gives
you sufficient discretion to keep the country out of war?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I ought to discuss that bill because
it.has not yet come up in the iouse. We have to wait and see
what the House dnes, whether they will pass thﬂt.bill or their
own bill. In other words, it is still in the legislative proc-
ess. I think I shall have to wait until it gets beyond tiat
process.

4 On neutrality in general, some people still raise the point that
none of the bills prevent a larre amount of trade to develop,
which some experts think miznt draw us into war anyway, even
if it is on a cash basis. What is your comuent on that?

THE PRESIDENT: Except that we are gmetting verv distinetly into the
guessworks stace if we do caTm&nt am it.

« Anythine wou can tell nus about your visit with lackenzie Kiqﬁ o

rather, his visit with you?

THE PRESIDENT: No, we talked all around the ?-'c};‘ld.

w, Did you iisﬁuss the St. Lawrence laterway?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, we talked sbout that and tae thing is still in
the -=- what did I call it before? -- it is still in the prelim-

inary study stuage.

@ Does that apply also to the so-called "new approach" we have been




discussing?

THE PRESIDENT: New approach to what?

Q After the Treaty had been turned down there was some talk of a
new approach to 1it?

THE PRESIDENT: That is pretty vague. Of course, in taking the

thing up, there sre a grest many different angles and there

may be some new angles; you can't tell.

& I would like‘to ask you this question, f'irst, if I may: Are
you tyings up the question of power or besutification of Niagara
Falls, or the questi;n of final disposal of questions with
respect to Niagara Falls in the St. Lawrence Treaty, if a new
cne is reached?

TiHE PRESIDENT: I think you can fairly assume that the problem of
Niagara "alls is one of the subjects undier oreliminary study.

&, Would the scope of the St. Lawrence Treaty include Passamauyuoddy?

THe PRESIDENT: No. (Laughter) well, it micsht, but actually we did
not discuss it the other nisht.

w Is there any possibility of the nercotiations being completed in
time to submit the Treaty at this session of Conzress?

THE PRESTIDENT: That I could not tell vou yet; I do not know.

w DLid you aiscuss the Ottawa Trade Agreement with lir. Xing?

T:iL PRESIDENT: Only in a very casuasl way. %We dia not go into it
at all. I think he talked to the Secretary of State about that.

7 How about the Western Hemisphere business?

THi. PRESIDENT: Thet was one of the thines we discussed -- business

around the world.

(¢ Anything else said sbout it?




THE PRESIDENT: No.
Q@ Did you examine both the Pittman and McReynolds bills?
THE PRESIDENT: Only in general form when they were introduced.
I have not looked at them since that.
Q Are you making any changes in the office of the Secretary of
har?
THE PRESIDENT: Not that T know of,
0 To return to your Warm Sprinzs trip, can you tell us who will
be in your party?
THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. Of course Mac, and possibly Jimmy.
The usual crowd.
“r. President, have you made any further plans for your Texas
trip?
. PRESIDENT: I have been studyins thecharts a little bit more

and am checkin~ up on distances. Away back in 19258 == this is

off the record -- when iac and Steve and I and Louils Howe were
at the Houston convention, Houston was what might be called a

somewhat arid vlace and one night they were askin: about it

and they were told tnat under tae Texas law the jurisdiction

of' the state of Texas extended only to the low water mark and
that somebody, takine advantace of that, had built s pier out
into the Gulf of Mexien sbout half a mile. One nieht tney put
me to bed in Houston and disappeared in a high-powered auto-
mobile, Louis and Steve and Mac, and they sot back in the small
hours of the mornine, havine been to Galveston. WNow Mac has
suddenly disecovered that he wants to 7o back to Galveston tae

end of April and the first week of May and show you the place.




Q Have they still got the pier? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. So you see how these things come

about. He decided that New Orleans was somewhat hackneyed
and wanted to try Galveston. k

(0 That means that the base for Mac will be at Galveston instead
of New Orleans?

THE PRESTIDENT: That means you will have the base on the pier —

I mean on the Gulf. (Laurhter) |

& I have been asked to ask you just vhere Chief Justice Hurhes
wrote that quotation that vou used from him last nicht.

THy PRESIDENT: I could not tell wvou offhand; I will have to check

. up on it, IT you want, I will cet somebody to do it.

< Any deeision on Diplomatic appointments?

THY PRESIDENT: No. I think you will =set some pretty soon. There
have been some decisions but, as usual, as vou xnow, we have
to asx for tne asrrement.

¢ Do you cﬁntemnlﬁte cellins & disarmament conterence ss was sus-
rested in the douse durines the passage ol the Havy Bill?

THE PRESTDENT: No; that was s Herald-Tribune story.

- How about the New Yorx Times story some time ago?

THis PRESIDENT: That was a long time agoj; taat was about a year
AZ0.

w How about tnat one?

THE PRESIDENT: It was about a year aza,.

W Is there to be a message on lonz range relief policy?

THE PRESIDENT: I imagine so -- Oh, on the lonz range? I don't

know. I don't know how long the ranze will ‘be. It will be
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one year anrﬁny. I imagine it will go up with the estimates,

certainly not before the first of April, in the first ten days
of April.

I have been so awfully busy getting speeches ready the
last week that I have not done a thing about it and I am not
going to at Warm Springs, g

¢\ Have you arrived at any estimate of the amount?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

R What was the nature of the agreement France recently soucht
through our Treasury Department in ?EﬁpEct to fiscal affairs?

TH% PRESIDENT: I think that was all givén out. I think wvou got
all those facts.

§ Some information was civen out with respect to it. I was won-
dering if it was complete?

THE PRESIDENT: I could not tell you because I did not see it. 1
knew the fact, that is sll.

(; Have you decided on an Under Secretary of State?

THE PRESIDENT: Lo, not yet,

% Do wyou think wou will have any nomination tomorrow, befare you
go?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not belisve so. Bv the way, I appointed tie

Maritime Commission.

3 Have you anything on the District Attorneys and Collectors
whose terms expiré next month?

TiE PRESIDENT: No, I have not gzot around to that st all.

Everything is quiet otherwise.

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Wir. President.




Press Conference #352 -
Warm Springs Foundation, Warm Springs, Ge.
March 17, 1937, 12:15 P. M.

(The Conference was held in front of the press
cottage, the President remaining seated in
his car.)

Q This is going to be a slum clearance project. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: This is pretty comfortable, isn't 1it?

Q Fine accammodations. =

THE PRESIDENT : I hear you have an attendant apiece; a wvalet for
each one of you.

Q It takes two for some. (Laughter)

Q We do our own cooking.

THE FPRESIDENT: I take it things are going all right; even Mac
(Mr. McIntyre) hasn't had a complaint in the last five days.

Q@ Senator Robinson was heard the other day fraom Washington advocat-
ing your plan for the Court but indicating also that there should
be an amendment to the Constitution. Can you tell us anything
about that?

THE FPRESIDENT : No, because I haven't seen what he agid.

9 Can you tell us anything of your conversations with Ambassador
Bullitt on the international situation? Or what points you have
discussed?

THE PRESIDENT: This is off the record. You couldn't print it if
I did tell you.‘ x

Q As a minor detail, have you discussed the proposition to establish

a aéhuallfor diplomacy, a sort of West Polnt for the Foreign
Service in Washington?

-l e I NN I T M e e e e e,




352 -- 2

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, we talked about the pasaib:lliiix of that. You
know, Wes Disney has a bill? X

Q@ The bill calling for a five million dollar appropriation?

THE PRESIDENT: A proposal for training people for all kinds of
Govermment service.

Q@ I didn't know it was all-embracing.

THE PRESIDENT: I think his bill is pretty all-inclusive and, of
course, what we were talking about beginning a year ago was the
possibility of a school more limited than that for the different
types of foreign service -- commercial, agricultural and diplomatic.

@ There was a stary in the New York Times Sunday saying that the
United States was watching developments abroad for an opportune
time to introduce the American peace plan,

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't read it.

Q Several of us got an inquiry from Binghamton about building of those
arch dams in upper New York. They suddenly think you changed your
policy, that instead of allowing the CCC to build them, the work
has stopped and the Army Engineers are doing 1t?

THE PRESIDENT: I can tell you from recollection that both the Army
Engineers and the CCC people thought it will be a great deal
cheaper and quicker to have it done by the Army -- both cheaper
and quicker, and I think about two weeks ago they decided to have
the Army do it directly instead of CCC.

Q2 That would be under contract?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q@ Are you going up to Pine Mountain?

THE PRESIDENT: Just as soon as it warms up.




Q Are you really going to take a swim today? (Note: The

Press had had the President swimming virtually every day,

- which was not the fact.)

THE PRESIDENT: Yea, I really am going to take a swim today.

Q It will be your fourth swim. (Laughter)

MR. McINTYRE: I told them you crossed them again this morning.
They have been talking about a sty. Stick your head out and
show them you haven't one.

THE FRESIDENT: It is all gone.

Q@ How is the farm?

THE FRESIDENT: It is all right.

¢ How are "Tug" and"Hop"? (Referring to mules on the President's
farm. )

THE PRESIDENT: Fine.

Q@ Mr. President, will you stop at Birmingham on the way?

THE PRESIDENT: We will be in the station. I will have to make it
some other time, not this time.

2 Would you like me to give Ikirs. Roosevelt a message?

(One of the reporters returning to Washington.,)

THE PRESIDENT: Good. Tell her everything is quiet, as you know.

4« Yes, extremely quiet.

THE PRESIDENT: I can't invent any news.

@ TYou are getting congratulations on your anniversary?

THE PRESIDENT: XQuite a few telegrams coming in. How is the golf
going? Gosh that day I was down there I got a glimpse of

Phil Pearl's figure. You see, in his regular clothes he is

pretty well disguised but in his golf clothes he was sticking.

iy ‘-1-—.1'!_"—-'-1‘.--_#‘-‘--. = ap e i gl B -ir'-'r". ]




out all over.

Q (Mr. Pearl) The next time you look it will be down. (Laughter)
Q So far the only person we have known to drive a golf ball under

a bridge and out again is Mac. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I'1ll get that swim now and keep you honest.

MR. TROHAN: Thank you, Mr. President.
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