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• 

T.Hl: PRESIDa:T: 1 s they used to say when we had a joint session of 

the Legisle. ture in Albany twenty-five years ago , the old 

Lieutenant Governor would be there on t he rostrum and in 

would come t he Sene.te -- "The Senate will take their ac.cus-

t omed se1:1t s on the f loor." (Lf•uc;.hter) 

Hi . DO!·:;u.IJSOH: All in. 

'r'l:lli Prt:SSICE1\'i.' : I don ' t t !l i nk there i s any i.rt!JOrtant news except 

that I 1:1n: about t o s i en the Joint ~esolution author1z1n~ the 

' Presi d.ent to invite the ?an-,·.::;eric!Jn re::JUblics c.nd the Dor.:inion 

o !' Canad.~ to psrti c i ;):.: t e i n t he "lro;osed Greate r Texas-?nn-

.hl.leric~n ~X ;!ositicn . I think t ~ '" t is t:.ll . 

'."here is thut t o be held? 

:1'.:... P:::-coii ·.::: :'.:.' : In Texas. 

~ I ::-,e'-<n, \'iha t point? , 

'.:."::; ?.:-_ .. ~·IDL.: r:· : I don ' t know. I tlor. • t say tha t. 

:t :rave you receiv eu r. re nort fror: t!le coJJrittee on farm tenancy? · 

7t!'::. Fr..:~n.'::.~:':' : ~es , ther f: i s f Oin;; to be a messege to Congress on 

that . 

:.o :la ve you s i e:ne ci ;;,enutor ~obinson l s resolutior. ~::_r:;ointing a cor.-

mittee t o st;u:iy the loc~t ion of an c..udi tcrium? 

THL PPJ::SIT.:!:r·r : Tl:& t hus not come . !:us it p& ssed? 

~ I think it is at the ·.:hi te Rouse . Can you explain about tha t? 

There s eerr.s t o be & b it o f' confusion aft~r t alkint;: to the 

other members yester day . They have no objection to the 

' • 

'. 
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auditorium. 

THE PHESIDENl': I t h ink that would be all right. 

Q Cet the auditorium f irs t? 

T~ PRESIDE~~: Oh -- (laughter) careful , Russ (Young ), you a re 

leading me on . 

(,;. Can you explain where they ar e in your r.:ind as to their im-

portance? 

T:t!:. ?h"•:.Sliolli\? : That is Hhat the comcittee i s to 1: ive us a recom-

ruendation on . z'. s :.. mtter of' fuct , on the Tho!T'AS Jefferson 

one I &l ways tbouz ht it ,·;as pretty clear that the Congr ess 

would wt..nt to huve 1;1 specific e. nd speci::.~l r.:emorial t o Thomes 

Jeft'er:;:on . Cf' course , if \"e 1·::.;.nt a t some later dote , if \'Je have 

e. nice ttud.itoriun he re, t o cull it o. Jcfferscr. : .. er.oriul , that is 

so rr.ucl: t c t he ccod . 

.... Ga n you t ell us •· hen the r:l.' sseee ·. ill FC un 0::1 t !>e far r: tenancy 

bill? 

'l'H.: ?r. :•....-IL-...2 T~, : • . s soon us I I 'Ir 1 t e it . I 1:i 11 write 1 t over the 

weeY. end . I llttve t 1:..> r~ess~t;es ,crop insurflnce unc farrr! tenancy. 

"' 'lhf.t do you t:tin l· · of t ::Jf: s trike settlement? 

u perfectl~ ~plend.id job . 

:'oulc you lil:e t <· ;_: ive your ccz:rr.ent to .'.r.-.eric& or. the sit- do\'m 

stri ke in l hbor contr oversies? 

~t Can you tell us ,,hat t r.e ;:,enutors h~:..ve oeen t ellinr you a bout 

your J udiciary reforr .. bill? 

T~: PFwSIDZ."f.i:': ~ou don ' t uunt to be here all day , do you? (Laughter) 
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Q Are you surprised at the reaction to your Judiciary b ill? 

THE PRESII:Ei.::T: It depends on whi ch paper you read . (Laughter ) 

:;o, the only thi ne thht I thi nk it v·ould l:ie !)r'O"per to 

tulk ubout at this tice -- of course , I naturally cannot talk 

unC. won ' t ttslk & bout curr~nt developll¥!nts here or on the !!111, 
I 

th~t is obvious -- but just as backr round for you and only as 

b~o.cr~;round , I t r.in.l< it ~·i~~.t he useful t c tell :·ou that this 

pu:-ticul: .. r l '•ijSSll-l'e , 'bien I t h in!{ & wee!( ago today took most 

.eo:>l e by sur.'?ri~t: , Gttes bbck over c.bout E. ye~r :.:nd a. half, 

a little over " yd:...r uu<! u hal:' , in fnct , since the :!!f.;. deci-

sion , bac•~usa u t t~t.t tiJ::(; it bec<.I,:e perfect ly cl'ear that 

t!,:..l·e •.:ci·<: c cr t t.. i!1 :;oc i :..l econorr.i c t !1 in._s that h<:..c', to be done 

i1. t:'"' nution :.n .... ::. s incer· e: <>tter.~t •·ft:.s ;.-.<:.de h:r the Ccnr::r ess 

t<.. c1.rry out ::-och.l econo~•ic l ::._i sl;..tion in t: e bolief tht.t 

t hfl result s coul<: r.o: b;; obt;.i nr c r.s:·\.l·: b·." t: i "ferent :;t :..te ' . 

ir. th·ir scop<: but · ... ; r., .. ithb t ~.•- col:ltc:-l:..tion o·~ t ic Con-

st itution . ::·o. t', . •. t i.- · t~n 1.9:;.:; o~ y o1: i!:.<ve :1rittt<:l :; tor1P .. 

lJ tiC! C! 

in view of the \~ech>i Ons , c · ~ ··:rivi:lf ~t J· ") :-ul+ ., t 1:t t s9emot! not 

onl~r nec ess::.r :• ~·o1· t. h<: cour. tr:r iJut ver~- :-"UCh co!'l:lnded b:: the 

country. U.s t q,,rir .. thoce stuC!ies bec;nn tc t~:~r· r r1 ther definite 
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form. 

'I'he s tudies 11ere continued C.urL'lt~ t3a summer e.nd autumn . 

Hi t):t a fter t "'e e l c cticn -- ! think I cSIJ:e bee!: tere the Fridey 

a fter tllection - - I think i'; ·.:n!; r:ithi r. t~e next t 110 or three 

duys t.::ta bel'cre I l e ft fc.r south ,.:.:~&!rice, I asked t 'llo neoole to 

:-•1'.: do·. u tl e l'CJ!,:Ult ol' t::e:sP- studies i n blac·, une \1hit<? . '!'he 

t· o pe;o ·1·• • . ...: r ~ t he .... t tor ney r.ener al ~ne the 3olicitor Gener el 

t• !H1 no !Jot.;, el se . 'h.::n I , ot buc~~ f r o: the 3out:'l ;.mcricAn cruise 

tl1...: et~.::; i~::.t ·;;uy o~ :--uttin1. it i s this : They hud listed (:.11 of 

the su{lc-e~. tions t hL t r.r~ rl hc:lrm y,.a(e ever a nerio6 of t. ys:~r und 

'i'he If.Or e ~ • t'!) .. c: 

: or i e :o b et \·.ccn t h<> fifteenth of' Lecc;r .. ber :..nd t l.>out t v·c 1:13e ks 

c.~~ o, t!J<J c.brt, ·. ~> c~rr.r, to the ccnclusion th::.t u £>1 oce;:::: of elL"'.-

. t !:t; l_U<.::: tion or ti: .t· <.n:i , on t··,b (~us5tion of tin:- , •. ·~ el i;:.inut ed 

t' ~ .... t 

· ....... :· 

....... , .. ... 

• • n • -.... . ··. 

C"nll .·or r·~o-.1." '- •. ·.·•.(, ' .• ·rc.' ;-.r:F:. "'.: •• ~.::- o'oi•·cti..,_,r, l' n l l'nr' to ·r-ive '' •..; - - " ~ . .... ' . . .. . , v • 

• : .• : 1 nn c:vr.f·ti t 1. Li cm.::. L: ~::•'' 1er.tc , tte ::_Gcond con~iderc. -

., ' t• •{ t . . . . 

'· y • o' ·· t a~· .. i ·· .... u • .&. . l • • .... it h r.o•: <I ver;; rliff'icul t tricl< 1 OV(-l!' 1: yeriod 

of tl.rce or J'cur yoe..rs , to pr:;.sent r utifir.ation i n t'lirtecn st01tes . 

It i s t.. co!1'.-.'n l't..tivel ~· s i :r:-., l e thine; to do i f there is tl,crourhly 

sr:1l!Jc1 t.nd oromizec; opposi tion directed c. t the "fiOi nt of least 

r esi st:.nce , 
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Therefore , we cwne dO\'Ill to the othe r ca. tegory, which we. a 

legi sla tion . There agai n , e. great many of t he p roposals t hat 

htld been made 1. er e e 1lli:in11t ed becaus e of the fe..ct that t hey 

wer e of C.oub t ful cons titutional ity ·. Then, t o use a simple 

e:x:e.nrpl e , t he proposal f Ol' l eg i s l at ive a c ti on cull inf for a 

una nimous dec ision or un e i r llt t o t wc deci s i on i n the Supreme 

Court or :.: unani mou s deci si on i n 1:.1 Circu i t Court of ApiJeals, 

\ .rher e ther e i s more th~:~n one ,i udt;e . I n other wo r d:: , go in£ bacT. 

to t he funuv.:Li:nt~:>.l s of t he co~~ ··.onl'! ealth , i t i s I:J. er eat question 

' b.S t o •:/~,E:t ::e r ::. n:: lt•<•:>c r s , no r:~:t tto r how n.uch they J·:ay ·m~nt ver y 

v 

ne ce ::.su.r :· <-no ver:; i..;::::.e di o t E: soci~: l anc: econon:ic r efoms , i f 

t hE.oy <.!':: r E: on t :-:;; Ju:"JrC~.e Court t 'le: .• selvet , o.s t c ·.o;hn t "c!' the y 

unC. r .i ·'l t; Vt; r: · ~ :.. :: il; · say , n;:~t.: t •. &s i n mi nd i n 1 ? 8 ? i n rec::~rd 

t <. ti o ec ision?" Cbv~ ously , t her'" i s tbe 'b:_c kr :::ounc o ~ th r e -= or 

::'our l.uncir ell yo!:i.r s of -nbl~ ::;l. covJ:-:on l !::.i•. , •.:hich v:t:J.s t he only 

kJtv·~.rr. 1.Jody oi' pre cedent s. ir~ l ?E? . .F:-o: t !~e C.uy s o :: ~::uE; e.n :..:liz-

ub0t ;1 o r .. em·~· t i: ~i i~ :; tb , for t, ll ;:e knm1 , the rule of' the ol d 

:..n,:;.li ~::: 'coJ~.o :1 h .i' r.ud u.eon t J,:.. t t h0 _;:·o ,i cr it:r of '' court coul d 

deter .i:1c t:::; ~. cti c.!l o~ th~t c ourt . 

uo , ~~~- ., p:rocc!>s o::: t! l i •:.i nut i on , \'. e c~;;.rr." c1orr:1 t o ~o n a ct i on 
.•. 

v:!: i cll ''·"-& of' undoubt !::d C 01Jst it1~t i onuJ. it;,· . 

' . t thu !:>W ,e t i r·:c , l 'CF.en:beri n. :, ll t l:e prof r ess of the 

studi es C. url n~: th<- past :•e1:1r, ever y L.pnroe cl: to the ::-r oble!-: of 

l e[i s l a t i on a nd t he constitutiona lit y of' ll:ms brourht i n t he 

1C 
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factor of other Federal courts besides the Supreme Court . 

It bec~.e z:ore snd nore o question of the Federal Judicia ry as 
• 

1:1 ,., hole . 

· iell , t!lut i s tho eusi est ,,tty o:: putting t he b!:i.ckrround of 

thb orig in of t he mt.sSt1ge of a wee}~ aeo . The r e l'ltas nothing 

tzy"sterious u.bout it . 'l'he three people \Jho worked on it r:er e 

the ;,ttorney Gener.:.l , tl:c Solicitor Gener~l &no myself • 

.'tts it 1:. cor:mosite? It 1:as not one roan ' s idea? 

T:::. ?.C..~L:..... .';.' : ::o, it i:u~ 1.1 process of evolution, arrivec u t over a 

- ' ........ 

long periou o: time . 

In your It.essage , you sui cl s omethint <...bout the dancer of serious 

con:::el!Ubnces th>~ t mi! itt r e!lult f r OJ .. un !?.ll:encJnent . 

I 6 i (. ::ot sc..y so . 

• ;uoteci. c,uite ri !·ht . Yo11 h:ul be.t ter re~d it. 

I s tlw 1:.-n !'Qr ·' iJ:'<.,:; ition o~· · o· .. cr ·~t Sor.r:cvill n l~t.l ~ r~ <:.dy? 

.'l~- :: ... - I. .... .' : :::·rv . t , ill ba reu cy :,:;ter I D'~ ve h: c. " conference . 

':'ne r~-;;.ort o:· t::.~t s~t.ci ·. l c c::::::itte~ , tr.e i n:'or:·:.l ccr~littee , 

I ;-_,_.v€' .:ot thLt or. r.y c:'e~}: !..nu I ~ . l't '.t.Vi'l{' <'·oun , n.aybe over the 

un-. , I thinJ.: , the ~.e r.:bers of t.r.e :;em:~ ._lso , fron us:<i!'l( ton, 
1 

Cree,on o.mi l dt.ho i~ l' t:Lt ion to the !>ro no~ed l erishtion •;;hich 

is , in ; encr <.. l , i n line v. ith ~en~'tor. c!·:t. ry ' s bill of lost 

yew- . Ther e tt::-e :,on.., di fferences , ·:-~ut not E1 { reat m&ny , l:lnd 

the lec isbtion pronosed 11culd tie in ver-y n i cely 'l:ith 1:1n;t 

subsequent legislution i n rel·t tion to the regional ])Ower 
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districts that I talked about the other day . 

Q Have you received any information about the coast a ir bases? 

Mit . EiJiLY : Yes , sir , I lu.1ve it. 

TirE ?F::-:HDE!:T : Steve has it, I ~ave not . 

~ Senator George !:orris told me yester day tha t his St ote Supr e!lle 

Court requires seven to t wo decisions . Does tht:tt l"P.ve any 

rel&.tion t o \':-hut you t• r e t elY.inc about? Iri s state court 

ct:nnot decla r ro a sttt t e l~\ uuconstitutionul unless it i s five 

out of seven . 

Tfb !·I-.L.:> I J:..:;;;.•;'i' : Frob:..b l y i t i s in the Co~st i tuti on of ~~ebr<.1ska . 

1... Yes , sir . 

~ :.,o;,s tn!:.t :.uve bn!· be:..:.ri~ on the ::.i u!Jre:~.e Court of the l.'ni ted 

3t:.> tes? 

':"!~:. ::-~:.L~. ':..' : tnl:r t:-, i s : If it. is con:::titl,;.ti on:...l 1 1~ : ·ebr usr-'l , H 

i s constitutionul i n i'ebr us::u . it C!;;Tl be r;v.de constituti ona l 

·.;i th resnoct to the s uprere Court , but only by -.nenCr:.ent . 

.., ::oHs the f !.ct t;,,,t you ;Jro .... cse th1s !"-le.n :'or judici~.r~· r-efciT 

bt.r the \: u~' to the rossibility :: f :JrO: osi::11~ a constitutionol 

l•lnend.n,ent lutnr on? 

T.:C-.. :t· -~.:;I J,::.;: :..': ::ov: you u r u cettin._ u littl£-: ':>1 t i nto the " iffy " 

ro;;; u l.Jll . 

:-! .. ve you t:e.> i !;n~.> tcc or ~:..r'- :rou - oir:" t:: c esi:_:m .. te soon an <..'nder 

tiecre t ary of ::>t~te? 

'r!L ! r ..... .:.ID:..: :•.: : I a or, 1 t knov; . 

~ .• r e :·o~ con s i derinc tr:..r;sfar~ , sir , u ' ·.one t !'In C. it: lor:nts 1. 'brood? 

.. ~ iK.ve ~ nw•.Ler of t~;,n 1"'1 tcn1. nO\'! 1·1 ith r uthe r v:i stful ex-

pressions . (Lbughter) 

1 
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THE PP.ESIDE!-."1' : The only trouble is that if I say "Yes" I am going 

' to get deluged . Of course, actually a t t he end or a two or three 

year period with very few ch1mges , it is obvious that there will 

be tr~nsfers ~nd chunges made . I have various papers in the bas-

ket making SUbgestions . Nothing further has been aone . The 

Secr et&ry of St~:o te is coyr,ing in in the course of the next week 
• 

or t\lo unci v;c 11ill \/Ol'k out qui t e a numbe::- of changes . I haven 't 

~:ony idea of l':ht: t t !ley will be . 

r.tive you recei veil fron, the travy &nd. Labor Dept:.rtments the renorts 

you rerLuested on the '.ialsh-Hec.~ .r-.ct? 

'!'J:B PF...:::.>r:;:;.;l"'' : EJlv e I , Steve? 

L~ . .:...:tLY : :'o, sir . 

"f ·r ... . 
-\.\.. _ \)' . :'h:...nf: you , : ·r. i"r e:-:iclent . 

·~ 

1 



CONriDIN'.riAL 
Preas Conference #345, 
Executive Otricea of the White Bouse, 
February 16, 1937, 4.10 P.W. 

Q Mr. President, could we move Warm Springs up a little bit? 

THE PRESI DEm' : I think it is time to do something. As a matter 

ot tact , I t hink it would be a tine idea t o get off ar ound 

the eighth of March . We will have a late spring here . 

Q Qid the Foundation buy the MacPherson Cottage? Maybe we can 

get that . 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , but they are having a bad time. They can 

only provide one cottage for the Press . 

Q That is a fine cottage . 

THE PRESIDENT: If t hey can use that one , but I don ' t ~now. 

MR. DONJ.LD..'30N: All in. 

TH!.( PRESIDENT: I don ' t think there is any news at all. Every-

t:!ling is very quie·~ f.l.nd newsless . 

Q Is there anything you can tell us about your c~nference today 

with former Governor McNutt? 

THE PRESIDENT: We t alked over old times . 
' 

(Laughter) 

Q Is t here anything you can tell us about your conference t oday 

with Mr. Kent? (Mr. Fred I . Kent , of New York) 

THE PRESIDENT: Which Mr. Kent? 

Q. Frank? 

Q This i$ Fred , not Frank. 

THE PRESIDEl'lT : No, he tal:<ed about various things , including hot 

money. I told him to go over and see Henry Morgenthau and 

Eccles . . . 

•' 

1 
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Q What did he have to say on the .subjeot? 

THE PRESIDINI': Well, he said it wasn't so. (LaU6hter) I said 

that is a question of fact, I did not know, I had never 

handled any of it. (La'U6hter) 

Q Your reference to "hot" money, is that to the inrlux of foreign 

mo~ey? 

, THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q Secretary ~orgenthau said we should look to you for a story. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think they are going on with those conversations 

at the Treasury and the Fede:ral-Reserve Board for another week. 

Didn't he give you that imp~ession? 

Q He said something about a meeting tomorrow. 
. ' 

Tlil!: PRESIDENT: I don't thin..!{ they have gotten anywhere. 

Q Can you tell us what you would do? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is something I cannot tell you yet. 

Q, Any reports on the Walsh-Healey Act? 

THE PRESIDE~~: Still working on it. Something about s-t-e-a-1 

and s-t-e-c-1. (Laughter) 

Q Will you tell us something about what you and the Vice President 

were pounding the table so much lAst night where you were sit-

ting? 

THE PRESIDENT: · It was one of his stories: 

Q You were pretty -serious. 

Q Will you go on the air with respect t o your judiciary program? 

THE PRESID~~: I have not any plans for the air at all. 

At about every fourth conference I have to announce that 

the crop insurance report is going up pretty ·soon. 

.. - ' 

., 7 
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(At this point Mrs, Roosevelt came into the President's 

office , t hr oush Miss LeBand 's office, and sai d , "Goodbye.• 

THE PRESIDJNl' : It you get stuck 1D a snowdrift, please tele­

phone. Whereupon Urs . Roosevel t said , "Thanks. I will tele­

phone from the snowdrift, " ( laught~r) and left the room. ) 

THE PRESIDENT: She would , t oo . (Laughter) 

Q Wr . President , have you received your report from the coi!Dllittee 

that studied European cooperatives yet? 

THE PnESIDEYr: Not yet . It has not come in yet, has it , Steve? 

MR. EARLY: No, sir ; I have not seen it or heard of it arriving . 

THE PRESIDENT: Crop insurance , I think , is going up on Thursday. 

Q Governor Earle was down here again today in connection with PWA 

funds for Pennsylvania . Are you goin~ to be able to do any­

thing for him, si~, on the hospit~l angle of that or any other 

phases of it? 

THE PRESIDENT: That I don ' t know. They are working on the list 

at the present time . They have qui~e a lot of projects . 

Didn ' t we talk about it the other day? Pennsylvania is way 

behind on the general list of FWA projects because they did 

not have the constitutional authority to go ahead until just 

recently, so we are going to do everything we can to help 

them out on it. 

Q He said, sir , he would like an answer on that before Tuesday, 

when he is going to submit a budget . (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: I don' t know. I have not heard from George (Gov­

ernor Earle) since exactly a quarter before midni ght last 

night . when he called me up to tell me t he result of the vote 
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1n Harrisburg. He sot .. juet ae I na sotns to sleep. 

It ie .a TerT dull day. It is going t o be a quiet week, 

I th1nlc. 

Q Where is Mrs. Roosevelt going, to Hyde Park? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, she i s going up to the Cornell Week. She does 

eTery year. 

JLR. YOUID: Thank you, sir. 

/ 

·1 72 

• 



CORJ'IDml'IAL 
Press Co~erence #346, 
Executive Offices of the White House, 
February 19, 1937, 10.50 A.K~ 

TEtE PRESIDEm': SUbject to the 

• 

, 

after it has actu-

ally been delivered to the Senate, and you cannot use it until 

then, I am withdrawing the nomination of Governor Winant for 

the Social Security Board and nominating Murray Latimer in 

his place, and Steve will have some letters for you outside 

about the time you get through. Governor Winant, I think, 

will be doing some very necessary personal things for a while 

and will be back. in the Government service, I hope, fairly 

soon. 

~ Same position, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: No; that i s a difficult question. As you know, 

Murray Latimer has been head of the Railroad Retirement Board. 

They expect to have some news for the press, I think, in a 

few days, and I think it will be very good news. It is an 

agreement between the railroads and the Labor Brotherhood but 

I cannot tell you anything more about it than that. I don't 

think there is anything else. 

Q Have you reached any solution of the appointment to fill the 

two vacancies on the Ci~cuit bench in the Chicago district? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. 

Q Are you familiar with the re commendations made by the University 

ot Pittsburgh recently for the appointment of a fact finding 

commission to study public policy with reference to the pricing 

practices in the steel industry? 

i. 
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THE PRISIDDI'l': Jlo. 
·-' 

• Q It is considerabl7 broader 1 ot course, than the Walsh-Healey 

Act. It goes into the whole question. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, but I have not heard ot that. Who was it 

that sent it? 

Q It was a published report, published by the Business Research 

ot this University. 

TBE PRESIDENT: I did not see it . See if you can dig i t up, steve. 

Q Is the Government considering reopening the Government wartime 

arsenal at Charleston? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of . That was started as an armor 

plate plant when I was Assistant Secretary of the Navy, and 

it is a very excellent location so far as any kind of steel 

goes and has excellent buildings on it. Of course, during 

the ten or twelve years after the war a good part of the 

machinery was sold o~-scrapped . What is left is primarily 

armor plate machinery but if it were opened for any other pur-

pose the plant would have to be rebuilt. 

Q Was that plant, sir, ever equipped to make armor plate steel? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t think it was. As I r emember it it was only 

armor plate . Whether the processes for making armor plate are 
' 

the same as those for structural steel, I don't know. But it 

would have to be substantially rebuilt. 

Q But the property is in possession of the Government? 

THE PRESIDENT: You bet lt is. People tried to buy it in the last 

two or three years but I never would sell it. I thought it was 

worth holdi~ on t o. There was a real estate development wanted 



\ 

to b117 it. 

Q Will you tell us about your recent conference with various · 

groups and Senators? 

'l'BE PRESID!2fl': I don't think so. 

Q Mr. President, do you care to discuss the possibility that we 

may match the new British program or construction? 

THE PRESIDENT: · I have not talked to anybody about it, literally 

nobody, except that I did talk to old Commodore Marvin 
., 

Mcintyre. 

Q Did you and the Commodore reach any conclusions on the subject? 

· (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, we did. It· is all right, they were very 

good conclusions. 

Q In talking to Mr. Edison yesterday, many of us got the impres-

sion that they were facing a situation where they wouid have 

to stop work in the N~vy Yards pretty soon. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, we have to do something about getting steel 

in the next few weeks. 

~ Do you know what it would be? 

THE .PRESIDENT: I don't know. 

Q Wpuld it be by legislation? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; we are still talking about it. 

Q Do you favor the principle of the Walsh-Healey Bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: I favor very, very distinctly the provisions for 

labor in the Walsh-Healey Bill. I would like to see them 

applied to industry all over the United States. If you will 

read tne five provisions, A, B, c, D and E -- they are tine. 

._, 
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Q llr. President, what are 70111' plana res•rdilaa President Quezon, 

who will be here in a couple ot days? 

THE ~IDEN.r: Well, we will haTe coliterencea here and at the 

State Department, and then we are haTiDS a luncheon in hi a 

honor -- I think it ia the second or third or March. 

Q Mr. President, anything t o be said about conferences with Treas-

• 
ury experts on f oreign security holdings? 

THE PRESIDENT: No; t hey are still working on it. 

· Q Secretary Roper indicated yesterday that you were go1ng to do 

something pretty soon about the Maritime Commission -- a per-

manent appointment? 

THE PRESIDENT: I hope so . (Laughter) You will be right some day. 

It is all right. 

Q. I hope so . 

Q Anything f r om Annapolis about your investigat1ons of James L. 

Johnston, Jr., and his res1gnat1on? 

THE PRESIDENT: I th1nk there are quite a number that have been 

investigated, and not just one . There are quite a number. 

I suppose there ~ill be a report on it today. In other words, 

it is merely a recheck t o see whether t~ere were any valid 

reasons for retaining any of the 135 youngsters from di fferent 

classes who h~ve not come up to standard on one or more counts. 

Q Is that report coming t o you? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes; I will know ~bout 1t. It does not come 

to me tor approval because it is under a statute. 

Q Is it made p\illic? 

THE PRESIDENT: There is no reason Why 1t should not be made public, 



/ "' - ' 
a• 1-. u JOG 1Jaola4e all of ~· l3S. 

Q Would J'OU care to R7 aQtJWis abtnn the 1Aorea•1Ds of the 

Aaerioan naTal prograa abo·n our preaent prosna 1A relation 
'-

to the new Bri tieb prosraa? 

'l'HI PRISIDD'l': AJJ I eai4, the ~D17 person I talked t o, l1terall7, 

is COIIIIIOdore llciDt,.re, nobod7 else. 

Q CaD J'OU tell us, perhaps in the abstract, t o what extent you 

reel our naval construction pr ogram should be on account ot 

what Great Bri tai n i s doi ng? 

THE PRESIDENT: Based on adequat e nat i onal defense. 

J&R. YOUNG: Thank: you, llr. Presi dent. 

THE PRESIDENT: It is a very dull day. I don ' t see why we should 

not put the lid on over Saturday and Sunday. There may be 

some people coming down to see me tomorrow or Sunday but Steve 

(Earl y) will tell you . 

' 
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THE PRESIDENT: I was just showing the Dean (Mr . Young ) my bill 

which has just come in f or 26 , 000 trees which are going to be 

planted next mont h . 

Q Spruce trees , aren ' t t hey? 

THE PRESIIJENT: In other words , I am practisinp; whet I preach . 

Q Are these the Christmas trees? 

. THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 23 ,000 Norway spruce , .2 , 000 balsam firs and 
' 

1 ,000 Dougles f irs . That is experimental . That is an awful 

lot of trees. 

Q. Those are the ordinary Santa Claus trees? 

TBE PRESI!Jl::NT: Yes . They are on another ten acres of' :oeste land. 

That is stopping erosicn. 

'~ You did not tell us t he amount of t he bill. 
\ 

THk P~IDl~T : ~130.00 . 

Q. Di d you say , sir , whether t hey are to be planted in Georgia or 

in New York? 

T~ PfilSIDl:~~: At Hyde Perk . 

Q !hil JO . OO for all of them? 

THE PRESID~~ : Yes , ~5 . 00 e thousand . 

Q Are they seedlin~s? 

THE PRJ•:SIDfJ:oiT: They call them three-year old transplants . In 
. 

other words , tbey have been transplanted once already :from 

the original bed . 

Q. Do you get them from the State Conservation uepartment? 

17 

, 
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THE PRESIDD!': Yes. 

Q You had the other s down a t Valki l l ? 

THE PRESIDENT : In back of the cottage , yes . 

Out side of t hat I don ' t t hink there i s any news at all . 

Q Mr . President, can you t ell us anything about the rumor , which 

I understand is going around , that :Mr . Bullitt may return 

f r om Pari s to become Under Secr etary of St at e? 

THE PRESIDD1r ; He is zoin~ to be here about el~ven days ~nd wiil 

then go b~ck t o Paris . 

Q Very soon t he terms of Dist rict .o\tt orneys , P. ev enu~ Collectors 

expi r e . Ar e you ~~oin? to reappo int t hem ' ·enerally, O'!' a re 

they goine to continue in office ver manently? 

'['fiE PP.C:SI DJo:ilT : I heve not ~v~n t':l.lked t 0 anybody abnut it. . They 

befin expi r i n,.. the end of ila rch , r~~m ' t they'? I mean , their 

ten~s begin t o expi r e? (Leu~hter} 

:J I r eFJ li ze you nnow hov: it is t hE t your name i :> mi !NsecJ during 

the f our ve<J rs vou h11ve exrerie:~cell it . Have you any cormnent 

on t he c. I . 0 . ~se of vour name in solic i tin~ me~~ers? . . 
T'il~ I:'Ri;Sii;Ei·li' : The only ·11ay I cen t .<! l l< about th<~t ts off t he record 

and "off the rec0rd 11 1r.eAn!5 , of cours~>, c">nfidP.ntiB l. V<>n ' t Jiake 

a race a t me, it i~ true . 

J~aturally, I never heR r d of this thinG a t all. I still 

do not kno·t: who they were referr int to . They n•AY hnve been r e-

ferrin~ t o their o\vn pres i dent nnd t hey may have been referrin~ 

to me . I d')n ' t know wbo they are referrin; t o . It means if I 

say anythins fo r t he record that somebody will not write a 

negative story but an affirmat ive story. They will Sliy , "The 
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President repudiates" or words to that effect . Now how in 

blazes can I repudiate something that I don' t know whether 
I 

I ~as the fellow referred to? Therefore it has got to be 

off the record . I cannot say anything one way or the other. 

All I know is what I read in the papers . Of course nothing 

came from here . 

Q There was an interview with the man who was supposed to be 

responsible for that the other day and he said they assumed 

tilat that wa s all rieht in view of your advocacy of the Wagner 

Labor Relations Act and the general stand on labor, 

TliE. PRESIDENT: Well, t here are a lot of people, including writers, 

who asswne things . The only thin9; that is absolut ely safe and 

absolutely sure is to quote f rom mess>~v.es I hP. ve writt en or 

t::ti.n;;;s I have publicly said . 'l'hat is a pretty safe rule . 

;~ .:lr , President, J;tre you plannin'·' to sand t o Congress soon a mes-

sage embracins- your views on nlFlximum ho•.1rs P.tH1 minimu111 VI'l~es 

lep.;isl ation? 

THE 1:-'H~~IDEJW : ~>lo, it is still in t he stucl~r st::tt e and probably 

will he for some time lon~er . 

;-~_ The appr opriation for' the Central s·~atistical Bo<:~rri _was cut out 

of' the ' independent offices bill. V\as tna t done with your ap-

proval? 

THE PRESI DEN"'': We Are tryin;:: to get H back as soon a s we can. 

You h.-now the reason we started the Central ·St atist i.ca l Boar d : 

All through 1933 and for some time into 1934 , before we ROt 

the machinery going , it was a perfectly easy thing for anybody 

to go and get the Federal Reserve Board statistics on something 

16 
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and compare them with the Comptroller of Currency's statistics 

or compere t hem with the ~reasury Department statistics and 

then write a story that the Government figures did not tally , 

which YffiS perfectly true . In the same way, ~ou could go to 

t he Department of Agri culture and get their statistics and go 

to the Department of Labor and get t heirs , end the things did 

not tally. The Government vras t elling si:x: or eight different 

kinds of stories in a statistical way. At t hat time t here was 

no coordination whatsoever. I would go ahead and be eziven a 

me~orandum in the mornine from perfectly ROOd statistics , which 

I Assumed were all rieht , .c:~nd you boys would come in in the after­

noon and I would hand these Stl'ltistics t o you P..nrl base wh.<~t I 

said on t h"' t ann t'Je next de~: some other departr:1ent would m.ek:e 

a liar out of me . 

So what we did was to set up a central aeency to see t o it 

that if two departments did disRgr!e on their fipures t~~ t tl1ey 

would be put into a room and told to asree . \':e t.1 id not tell 

them how to agree . The only thin'-" we din was to tell them t ha t 

we di d hav! t o have the Gove:"lU11ent departments and the vari ous 

agencies sayinR the same thint· , sayinr 1·:h!lt ever they thoup.ht was 

t!le right t hin;. ~s lonr. fl.S they werr not s~yin..- two-or tnree a if­

ferent things . Hence the Central Statistical Board . dowever , 

in t ha t work, when thev finrl two di f'ferent napart ments or a,ll'encies 

that have reached fi{<:ures th1=1t do not jibe with 'each otner ,because 

they have been msde - - Qecause the figures have been made on oir-

ferent forms of research on different fo~ulP. -- the Central 

Sta~ istical Board has t o do some research int o the t wo different 
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formulas that have been used in order to give an intelligent 

answer to the difrerent departments in trying to get them to 

0- use the same formula. That is ~he principal cost of the Central 

Statistical Board , doing research in order to standardize the 

formulae of the different agencies of the Government . 

Q How do you account for it being cut out? 

TID.: PRESIDENT: I don't know what happened . 

Q Have you seen the report on consumer cooperatives? 

THE PRESIDENT: WherP. is t hat, Steve? 

MR . EA:H.LY: I have not seen it. 

'l'.HE PRl!:SIDThlT: I think i t has cnme in. You mean tl~e trip last 

swmner? 

't Yes, sir . 

'l'J<>\ P.J<ESIDJ'l:?JT : It did come in and I sent it solnev;here; wher e, I do 

not know . 

i~:'R . Ji:it"RLY : There were some t ni nr!:S y0u v:anted checked up . · 

It Is t he Warm Springs trir> still beinp c0nsidered definitely? 

THE PRESIDF.l'J'T: It looks now as if' I '"ill ~et of'f t o i•arm Bprin;.:s . 

The exact d<.~te I do not knot-· because I am talkin.:.· with Budtl'et 

and !farry Hopkins obout the esfint<1te for the 1938 relief appro-

priation ann I .am not -- what I would like to do v:oulu be t o 

ma~:e t ile !H'eliminAry sturi i es of it before I !?;O so th~ t it can 

be put into shape anu be ready for .ne t o transmit to the Con-

gress when I come back from 'l.arm Springs . That process will 

take about ten or twelv '3 days and I want to do the preliminary 

wor k before I leave . I would sey, offhand , that we will get 

away between t he eighth and the twelfth of' March. 

· :: 0 

1 
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Q Will that include th~ atop-otfa ih Charleston and Augusta? 

THE PRESIDEm': I don't know. It I have t o defer things , I doubt 

very much if I can make t he stop- offs because I have already 

got appointments for Vlarm· Sprin~s which cannot be changed. 

Q Anything new on the Walsh- Healey controversy? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard a peep for three days . 

Q. Do you plan any further conferences with U.r . i,:cGrady or possibly 

Mr . Lewis? 

THE PRESI DDrr: No . They were eoing to come back and t a lk t o me 

about the Navy st eel problem whenever they wer e ready and t hey 
' 

have not asked t o come in yet . 

Q. With respect t o your discussions with ~\r. Bell and Mr . Hopkins , 

can you Rive us any i nformnt i on of t he size of t he 1938 r elief 

figures? 

THE PRl!.SIDENT : No , not yet. ;;;e haven ' t gotten to it . 

Q. Have Yf:?U and Senator \'iaene::- a.t>,reed on tile low cost housin<> bill? 

THE PltESI D:s;r..""l' : \'.'e heva got thiu~~ a t t h e 9r esent t i me i n v:hAt mi r•ht 

be called the f i nal s t udy st age . 

C~ Have you t he W.ari t ime Commi ssi on t o t he f i nal study s t aee? 

(Laught er) 

THE PRESIDEN'l': S- o- o-n. · (Spelline the word out) 
' 

Q Have you P.iven any consideration t o the new food a n1l dru~· bill? 

Tllli PRESIDF~: No . I have been st udying t he bill tha t ha s p,one in. 

Q. What do you think of it? 

THE PRESIDENT: The first impression i s tha t it weakens t he District 

law of thirty- two year s ago instead of strengthening it. 

Q Do you expect to make any recommendation about it? 
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THE PRESIDINT: You know, sometimes I adopt a perni ci ous practice 

of tearing down i nstead of buildi ng up. It i s very rare on 

my part. 

~ Can you tell us anything regardi ng V~. Bullitt ' s speech in Pari s 

yester day? 

THE PRESI DENT: I have not seen it . 

Q I mer ely want ed to ask you if the speech is important. It is 

alleged that the speech WAS drafted , read to you on the tele-

phone , sent to the State Department; textually and then delivered . 

I would like t 0 have your ~oint of view. 

THE PRESIDENT: It never came t o me and, off t he record , I have not 

even read it in the newspapers . 

~ It is not in the papers. (Laughter) 

THE PRFSIDE!?r: Here is today' s mail. I don ' t think it has even 

been sent over to tr.e. I am sure it is not. (Examini np: papers) 

This is (indic:a ting ) about something else. That is About Spain . 

~ What about it? (Laughter) 

THE P~SIDENT : I have not pot it at all . They may have it in thA 

State Denartment . . . 
:t Is r,lr. Bullitt retnrnine this week at your r equest? 

Tm. PR!<~ID.b.I\"T : Yes and no . (Lau~hter) In otaE>r words, when he 
/ 

went over he sa in he thou:ht 1 t \·:oulcl be a ~ood thi~ t 0 come 

back 'lnd give a report sometime in ·r-ebru~r.v or March awl he 

suggested a month aeo t hat he thought it woulcl be a goo•l thin~ 

to come back t oward the end of February and the State Depart-

ment said, "Come along ." That is ell there is . There is no 

specific reason for his coming over. 

• I 

• 
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~ Is there any specific reason for Yr. Dodd coming over? 

THE PRESID!Nl' : I did not know he was . I s he? 

~ I don 't know. (Laughter ) 

~ He i s just fishing . (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Yle'll, the answer t o that is, Why is a mouse when 

' it spins? Well , the higher the fewer, or other things like 

that. That is a gem. It is all right . 

MR. YOUNG: Thank you , Mr . President • 

• 
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.1,<!fi . DONA.LDSO N: All in • 

. .. . 

TIU:: PRESI D:i:.NT : I think that about the only news is that there is 

a message going up today transmitting -- this is to be held for 

release until it gets there -- transr.~1tting the Panama Canal 

Tolls and Vessel 1-:easurerr.E;~nt Committee report. That is the 

Comm.ittee which wt.s S!JIJOinted under t he ·nrovisions of the Act 

of ~pril 13 , 1936 . It i s pretty t echnical. Some of you will 

wr:.nt to r ead it e.nd some of you vion ' t. 

Q. ·: ill t he re~ort be ~::.vu ilt. bll<:l 1'11 t lt t he n.essae:e? 

It Hil l be ::tV8.il~>ble over t here. ~ - e he.v er, ' t ~ny copi es . 

Tl~ Pl.SSi l :~j· 'T : .. e ha vt~ t; t t r.ny coy i e s just th e orieinals. 

This thing thHt Steve Hi ll g ive you h €lS got t hr ee !Jl"Ovisions 

-
for umencin;- cf e:xi s tinr lee; i sle.tion a t t he end . Ther '3 a re 

·~ Do ycou f avor coul legi ele.t-icn thi s :(_eflr ? 

T~. ? ___ :::;IJ:L:!T : I think we heve to do scr.:ething about coal. 

<,;. Hhv e you s een t!1~ t bill? ii<•ve you looked ~ t it? 

~ You :f't~vor t he subje ct §:ener a lJ y ? 

Tl-I:. P:c .0 D;Li T : Very dec i dec1ly . 

~ .. r e you cons i derint; me.k i n,; u r~:.dio s p'3ech on your court pror r am 

before you go to · :arm Spring s? 

TaL ?P..:.....:.Th~-T: I think I will. I was talkint; to St eve b.bout it 

l est nie~t . The usuul fireside t a lk on the gener a l stete of 

' 
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• 
the Nation. 

Q. Includi ng the court? 

THE PRESIDEl-.1'1' : Usual broadcast ' the s t ate of the 't\ation . on 

It will i nclude a great many t h ings , as usua l . 

Don' t get yourselves out on limbs . I t h ink St eve got the 

ninth of l!arch for i t, a t 10 . 30 P .L Coltm.b i a, Nat i onal , 

l~utus.l -- I don ' t know Hhat else . Usual thi ng . 

Q l!ulf hour, sir? 

THE PFtESI Dlil'lT : Yes . 

(;; Cl:l.n you t el l us anythi nG nc;·1 on t he !ruvy steel s i t uetion follow-

inc your d iscussi on? 

'l'H.; 11.C:.:n1i::;.:;:r : I haven' t heur<l anyth int; this r:ornirg . 

I a ian ' t heur <..nythinc; until yester dcy r:-.orn!r t' I'• hen Ch~:~rlie 

i.dison cl:ol:ie ir. cn6 t<.lke C. to me c. bout i t . 'i'here v:&s no news 

tl:en and I don ' t knoVI ::.ny no\i . 

, Lo you t h il1k tl.i s no1. ·: a cner l!ousinc 3 ilJ. 1:ill do the job of pr o-

vidi n t_. ·lol'l cost housing? 

•rr.:.. h·.:..;:; I !,£::'!' : .;;till i n confer ence on i t . 

~ ·.'ill yo•.l siii.'Il th1:: bill on the r uih-ay pensi on t ;,x? I understand 

it is to b e sil~nea tod~.y < r tor.orron . 

J.:c • . _..J.LY : ::ot to r.ly ~:nor;l~::: dce . 

::; r_ }n·:.:,n,~-: :r· : I t h inr it cur.H'? in but you l'-1: <1 better check . I don ' t 

know. 

(,;. On housin~, t he bill has beon intl·oduced . ·!ill con~erenc es now 

r elu t e as to uhether the bill should be r.ushed? 

'l'Ht.. PlJ::.;;ID:.:'T : Ch , no . ·o heve to ~E.ve housinr l ec,isl a tioil . "e 

certainly &.11 \:ant bo1.1sinc legi s l otion at t •i s sessi on . They ' 

• 
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are still talking about it a nd I suppose there will be hear-

ings on it , too. 

~ You say they are still tal king about it? 

THE F!t.ESIDE:7I': Congress -- a nd t hey are asking opi nions from ditfer-

ent Government departments . 

~ Have you ~ive~ a ny consideration to reviving tha t old housi ng com-

mittee you ha d last year? 

'IE.. Pl:..'.SI DL!\T : No . They a r e ap'!)earing i nd iviC.uully , which i s pre.c-

t ically the same t hing_._ 
I 

~ J t a ter.1ent s a r e being :9rinted thut r adicel chan£es a r e beine- 118de 

in your pl a ns to reor~ani ze the ~xecutive Br an ch of the C~vern-

ment . I s thut true? 

TS ,?!--._3ID1:::' : I haven 't t!:-3 f& inteot i C ea . 

I huven ' t discussed i t dt'!': Wtybody fo r three \leeks , I ~~.inl: . 

·,.; 'l'o r eturn tc th:;;.t f i reside t :...L: • You S"-:' ~>e l'lill be [70i!lL' out 

on h lin:":l if •:;c 1.ri te ~·torie:s th~l t you L tt . y discuss the Supr err.e 

Court? 

':r~ ?i...:....:.IL:... ~ : !:ot 1 f you 1·1ri te the stor y t hot I 1:11r. ,_;oing to di s -

c uss u .i'OOc u; •• ny probl ens thut r: ill affect the s t at e of t he 

t;ation . .!ht•t the t~lk 11i ll be I huven 't My ideo ~:tt thf: nresent 

til!.e, becuusc I h::.vt::t ' t ·:;r1tten it yet . 

on the Cour t Heorgani zut1on Bill? 

':'PJ:: P:~It.L::T : I don' t kno1; , Is it? 

I unC.erstc.nd so . 

TKL !'i~~:.'>II:L!:':' : I ~;uess ;:;teva v ill have to cho.nre the da t e. (l t.ughter ) 

'!!ell , t hat aute was set - - off t he r ecord witt the i dea of 

-
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getting down to \!arm Springe - - doing it the last minute just 

before we go down. I hope to £0 the next day. 

Q. Anything on Loui s Brownlow's administl'6.tion report? 

TH}~ PF.ESID~~T: That is what Russell (l!.r. Young) just was asking 

about . I haven 't t alked about i t for three weeks. 

Q 'l'he last two weeks t here have been several allocations of P!IA 

funds for various stc tes. Does that indicate a change? 

'1'1£ Pi~IDD\T : The only allocations made, I understand, were in the 

two C!:lSe!> we t &lked about beforH, Pennsylv~:.nia and Louisiana , 

and two or three cor:;p&rt.tively S:I:all projects that had been 

proru sed two years ago and ~! e were mor&lly bound to out them 

through . They t:ere schoolhouses in Texts and sorre kine of a 

college i n .t-;ort!1 C~>rolina. '!'hey 1•erE-: just one or h:o th1nes 

we felt n:ore.l ly obliged to ? 0 throut:h with. 

"" iio ct.anee in policy? 

'< ;1<..ve you received a protest fro:n 1,e,1 London, Connecticut, der.Dnd-

inf t ht.t the :b'eclerGl Governnent CO!!!pel t~e .:.l cc triC Doat Con-

pt.ny --

T:r.. p-p..;_,~r r.::..~·'l' : (interposinf;) i:ot th~-t I know of . 

((, -- to ner..::oti&te \·: ith s trikers? 

. '!E. Pit-.6II.,~:T : Lac , (: .1' . : .c!ntyre) have you seen 1 t? 

!,Jt . l.:cTh"Tlt•.L : t'o, sir . 

!.:11 . YCffi~G : Thank you, 1.1· . President . 

' 
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THE PRESI D!tlr: I don't think t~ere i s any news at all . I have 

been looking at charts or the Texas coast t o see where the 

tarpon run . 

Q ~bat season do they run? 

THE PRESIDENT: End of April is a very good season. 

Q, Where will you make your base on that trip -- for Mr . Mcintyre? 

THE PRESIDENT: At see . OhT for Mac? I haven ' t-thought of that. 

I wouldn ' t trust him in New Orleans . (Laughter) 

Q Not if we went alons? 

THE PRESIDENT: No; that would rneke it worse. 

~ Is th~t definite? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, that is just a hope . 

Q. What boat would you use? 

TID•; PRESIDENT: Something that draws very little water because 1 t 

is shallow all alone . 

Q How about the Potomac? 

THE PR~SIDENT: \llaybe , if she can get there . 

Q Are you expectin~ to go to New Orleans? 

THE PRESIDENT: I hope to go via New Orleans. Maybe we will drop 

Mac off there but I ~on ' t know . 

Q Sounds good. 

190 

Q Last Sunday morning there appeared in the New York Times a story --

THE PRESIDENT: Fred (Mr. Essar y) i s getting good now. 

Q Wait until I finish my question. (Laughter) 
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That story appeared to be either inspired or authorized 

and if it ia in order I would like to know, air, whether it 

waa either authorized or inspired. 

THE PRESIDENT: Fred, off the record, Steve has lai d his head on 

the block and so do I. It won't happen again. 

~ That helps some, sir . 

THE PRESIDENT: I think that 'KSS the first offense in years . 

Q I r ather thought so; that is why it was a little shocki ng . 

Q Eave you decided on t he Under Secret ary of St~te , Mr. President? 

THE PHESIDE.NT: Not yet . 

Q Or on any of t he other vacant diplomat ic posts? · 

THE PRESIDENT: No . We are getting on pretty well . We have talked 

about it today and are continuing our conversations and I think 

over the next week or t wo there will be some announcement re-

gardins the whole list . 

Q How about the Maritime CommiAsion? Tomorrow? 

THE PHESIDENT : No ; we are getting warm t hough. 

Q Before you go? 

THE PRESIDENT: I hope so . That is a real honest-to-God hope . 

~ Bas any decision been reached on the CCC program? 

THE PRESID~~: No . I was talking t hat over with the-Steering 

Committee of the House this morning and poi nting out to them 

that I would like to enla rge the CCC , as they suggested , to 

another hundred thousand 9oys , making i t tour hunnred thousand 

instead of three hundred thousand , but that I could not think 

of it primari ly in terms of boys ; unfortunately I have got to 

t hink of it in terms of dollars . When we made up the budget 
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we figured that it' we are t o come to a reas onable prospect 

of a balance in the f iscal year 1938 we couldn't spend more 

than three hundred million dollars f or t he CCC in t hat year. 

Inci dentally, t hat number of three hundred t housand seems to 

be pr etty cl ose to t he f i gur e t hat will t ake up all the ap­

pli cants f or CCC from the reli ef rolls or applicants from 

fami l i es that are on the relief rolls . Of course it does 

mean t hat some of t he camps now 1n existence will have t o 

close down, bu~what we are trying to do is only to close 

those camps where t he work as originally planned has been 

completed . I s~y "as originally pl anned" because, of course , 

once you ~et a camp in a place , you plan for two or three 

years of work but when that work is done it is very easy to 

find another two or three years of work in the same spot . 

• Well , two very good examples of that ~re t he two camps near 

where I l ive , one in St aatsburg , New York , where t hey are 

working on the State Park , and the other one down in Georgia , 

t hat works on the Pine Mountain, and in both of t hose cases 

t he originftl work of those camps has been substant ially com­

pleted. There are a great many other s -- several hundred of 

them. 

Q Have you still got the one in Vlarm Springs? 

THI!: PHESIDENT: That is in the same category . 

Q It is a good camp. 

Q That inspired story that appeared on Sunday made some mention 

of your desire t o find a method t o enf'orce contracts between 

capital and labor. I wonder if you could outline ho" you 

, 
' 
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propose t o accomplish that. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think t hat would take too long a time and I 

haven't really worked i t out for this occasion. 

Q The NRA report you sent to the Hill today, will that be fol­

l owed 1n the future by any more specific recommendations 

for .legislation? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , th~t brings up that big general subject . 

I think you can assume that I hope that something wi ll hap­

pen 1n this session. 

And by the way, just bet•neen u~ boys and girls, let us 

try somet hing new for the rest of this year. You know, you 

invented the word I didn ' t -- "must" l egislation , and I 

have kicked for four years about that "must" legislation. 

Well, since t hat Spring of 1933 Session , there has never been 

any "must" legislation . Why don ' t you help me out by using a 

new word. - - "ought" legislation. I t hink it is a more accurate 

description . 

Q, Senator Reynolds was in t o see you yesterday r e0ard ing securing 

an additional allotment regardinec; tb.e Smoky Mounhin Park . 

Axe you able to give us anythin~? 

TID: PRESIDENT: ae t old _1ue something I had never hearo of so I sent 

out to f ind out about it. 

Q. Has there been any way found of givi:lg Mayor Kelly his forty 

mi llion dollars for di gging subways? 

THE ~RESIDENT: I think he i s trying to f i nd out how many relief 

workers he can put t o work i f we build them. 

Q Is it possi ble t o get the money ·Nithout matching it? 

L 
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THE PRESIDEm': Oh, no. 

In other words, you know the general story about PWA 

money at the present time -- that the grant could reach as 

high as 45% of the total cost of the project provided that 

45% represented people taken off the relief rolls and put to 

work. 

Q But it must be matched? 

THE: PRESIDENT: Oh, yes. 

Q Is the message on relief for the next fiscal year coming out 

pretty soon now? 

THE PRESIDENT: _ Soon after I get back from Warm Springs. I would 

say arounn t he end of March. 

Q Coming back t o t he subway . Philadelphia ha s some . what are 

our chances? 

THE PRESIDENT: Same problem; New York ought t o get one too. In 

other words, I don't t hink we will make any diff erent rul e 

for subways. They fall under t he general category or principle 

of schoolhouses or highways or anything else. It is a question 

of the amount of labor that we can take off reli ef roll s. 

Q Don't t he circumstances under which you author i zed t he lol3.ns t o 

Pennsylvania somewhat alter the PWA program? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I don't know of this particular Philadelphia 

thing. I never heard of it before but if it comes under t he 

general program for the State under this rule of trying to 

equalize the Pennsylvania situation because of t heir consti-

tutional problems, why it is all right -- as long as it falls 

' under that exception rule for Pennsylvania and Louisiana • 
.' 

----
• 
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~ Do ~ou care t o comment on t he t elegram ot t he six Governor s on 

r elief? 

THE PRESIDENT: The~ are comi ng down to lunch with me on ~turday. 

Q Mr. President, the CIO - Uni ted States Steel negoti ations opened 

~esterda~. In that connection, has there been an~ r eport or 

an~ hope for early settlement on the Walsh-Healey di ff i culties? 

THE PRESI DENT: I haven ' t heard a thing about it since I read the 

papers this morning . I haven ' t hear d anything f rom the Navy 

' 
Department or Labor on it . I hope it will . 

~ Mr . President, is there any connecti on between Myron C. T~ylor' s 

• 
visit at the White House~ couple of months ago and the intro-

duction of the forty- hour week in the steel industry'! 

THE ~lillSIDENT: No ; not any more t han the fact that Myron Taylor 

and I , whenever we see each other, talk about general pr oblems 

affecting nat i onal welfare. 

~ Can you t ell us about housi ng at all in view of your conference 

.. with Senator Wagner? Can you g ive us any idea of how the 

housing program i s coming along? 

THE PRESIDm~: When they came in this morning I sent them all into 

the Cabinet Room to t alk over with the Treasury the problem of 

finaneing housing . I t old them not'to come out until they had 

reached an agreement . They may be still there . 

Q They came out but hadn't reached an agreement . (Laught er) 

Q Can you tell us anything about your conference with Lieut enant 

Governor Price of Virginia? 
' 

THE PRESI DENT: No . ~ust had a nice visit . 

Q On' this subway business, Mayor Kelly ' s progr am also includes 
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eleTated speedways and highways. Would that be confined -­

it he can show empl oyment of the relief labor, would t hat 

be confi ned t o WPA or would it be possible for a direct 

grant of PWA? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, it would have to be matched; if it comes out 

of PWA funds it would have to be matched . 

Q. Is there a possibility of a grant or allocation from Works 

Progress for such work? 

THE PRESIDENT: We ar e trying not to scramble the two together 

because it c0nfuses t he whol e thine . I f you do, you get 

away from the pri nciple not to exceed 45% from the PWA. 

You see , the PWA fund is intended t o help out municipalities 

t nat have good public works of t heir own to do and that have 

difficulty in financing them, and with t~is gr ant it enables 

t hem to carry through a lot of things that otherwise they 

couldn ' t do . It is really a distinct thing from ~PA. 

Q Can you tell us anything about taxing to finance the v:agner 

housing program? 

THE J.'llliSIDE!';'T : That is about that same thine we wer e talking 

about. What was the question? 

Q A:re any new t axes contemplated to f inance t he Wagner Rousing 

Bill? 

Tn:E PRESIDENT: No . They were talkine about that this morning 

but haven ' t reported yet. There are a dozen different ways 

of doi ng it. 

Q Do ~ou contemplate legislation along the lines of the British 

Trade Union Act for the control of industr ial disputes? 

I 
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; that is a pretty broad question. 

Ot coures we are, naturally, trying to keep in touch with 

what other nations and states have done in regard to working 

out legislation for industria~ disputes • . That is about as 

far as one ca.n go. 

I.J, Mr. President, can you tell us if in the talks with President 

Quezon the question of shortening the Commonwealth period 

has come up? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q Can you give us any idea of what lies behind .these conversat1onst 

'l'HE PRESIDENT: The chief thing relates t e trade between the Philip-

pines and the United States and with President ~uezon 1 only 

had a general discussion about the economic relations between 

the Philippines and· the United States. y,e didn 't get down to 

details at al l. 

Q. Mr . President, can you straighten out for us the apparent con­

flict between the Cuban Trade Agreement and your proposal for 

a 75¢ excise tax on sugar? 

THE i?RESIDEN"T: I didn ' t know it did . But when it comes t o a que!Stion 

on sugar I find myself very quickly out of depth. You bad better 

ask the Secretary of Agriculture or the Secretary of State . I 

don't know. 

Q The London p~pers print the report today that one of your sons, 

apparently James Roosevelt , is going to the coronation of the . 

British King as a member of the delegation. 

THE PRESID~~: That is a very happy thought. That is news t o him 

and to me. 

I~ 
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'"' Q Strlll:e while the iron 1e hot. (LausJlter) 

Q In connection With the sweeping reorgeniaation or White Bouse 

lunches and diDDers -- breakfasts and luncheons -- the United 

Press would like to know what you had tor breakfast and lunch­

eon today? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Has the United Pr ess descended to that? 

Q. They telephoned to me and asked me. 

THE PRESID~~: If all the Press Associations would get together 

and have a conference with the cook you might get a daily 

bill-of- fare. 

Q. I think that is fine but she won't talk, Mr . President . 

(Laughter) 

MR. OLIV:FJI: Thank you, Mr . Presi dent . 

1 
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TBB PRESIDIN'l': I don't thlnlc the" is any news. Mr. Jlaokenzie Iring 

1a getting here this afternoon at tea time and spending the 

enning with me, also the night at the White House. 1fe ~ 

haTing dinner alone together and ·we are going t o eit on the 

sote. and talk until we both just want to go to bed. 

Q Talk about the St. Lawrence Wa terwe.y Tree. ty? 

THE PRESI DENT: Talk about everything; all kinds of things -- world 

affairs. 

Q Will he stay longer t han tonight? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, he is leaving tomorrow morning . He i s going to 

the Canadian Legation tomorrow. I don't know when he is actually 

leaving Washington . 

Q Mr. President, is that (i ndicating piles of teleg~s) your fan 

Ilflil? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is part of it; Steve brought them in. 

Q Tell us what it is like. 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't looked at it. Steve says it is running 

about eight to one. I was wrong; seven out of eight are 

favorable. 

Q Favorable to what? 

THE PRESIDENT: To what I said last night. 

Q The morning comment on your speech -- the question was raised as 

to when the Court had prevented 

THE PRESIDEN.l': (Interposing) Well, offhand, read the opinion or 

19 
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1udp Cox -- •a•t U oorl -- 1D the 'lVJ. oa••· Whatner hh 

D8JDe ... -

Q We are talking a bout the lower courts. 

THE PRESIDENT: What wae his D8lll8' 
Q Gore? 

THE PRESIDXNT: That's right; Gore. 

Q. Mr. President, during your present Philippine diacual!liona, do 

you anticipate that the political a s well as the economic phases 

will come up? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. We haven't had any political ~questions 

come up so tar. I have seen President Quezon twice; once we 

lunched here, and we didn't take it up, and the other time was 

a formal luncheon and we didn't discuss it there . 

Everything i s quiet . Yle might as well put the lid on. 

We haven '~ any news except ~~ckenzie King. 

Q How about t hese Governors tomorrow? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is right; you will have to stand by for that. 

Q Has that list of Governors grown since the other day? 

THE .PRESIDENI': No. 

Q fu:ly likelihood of the Maritime CoiiiDission being appointed? 

THE PlUS !DENT: Probably just before I leave. 
v 

Q Mr. Pre-sident, will you t ell us what you intend to take up in 

speaking to the Canadian Prime Minister? 

THE PRESIDENT: Everything. Going to talk about North, Central and 

South America and all the other continents. 

~. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President. 
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MR. DONALDSON: All in . 

THE PRESI DENT : I think it ought t o be clearly understood t hat I 

am going off on t li i s trip , not because I want to e.o or need 

t o go but I am doi ng it solely at the request of the \',hi te 

House Correspondents ' Association . They say they are run 

ragged . It is all right , I am always doing whAt I uno told 

t o do . 

Q How about Commodore Mcintyre? 

THE PRESIDENT: · Outside of th!i t I d<:>n ' t thin~ t here i s any news 

at all. 

lJ. T:le t erm of !IJr . Prall ~s· Chai r:nan of H.c C:·n.11unicntions Corn-

mission expires t oday . I think you h~v~ t o desi enP.t c e 

Chai rman . 

THE P~SID&~ : I have de~i0~~ted nim for one year ~ore . 

oi Rave you gi ve.1 any th01t:·ht t :) a successor of Jucre •.:ol:rn>~•tux 

of the Eie;ht!l Circuit , 'Yllo resign eel several u:eeY.s 11:0 on "'c-

count 'Jf olct aee? ( Lall!~hter ) 

That is true . ( Lat~r;:hter ) 

THF: PHESI J)l£1'.'1' : i'.hich is: t~e :bi ghtil Circui t ? 

•t I t hink he i s av:Ay u~ in the seventies . (Lawhter) Oh , you 

mean the liBhth Circuit? 

Tl{!<; PRbSIDhM' : Yes, whi<'h is the 1i ghtn Circuit , what stnte? 
. 

~ il.inneapolis , I t hink he succeeded J udre Bell . ~hatever t ha t 

territory ia . r 
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THE PRESI DENT: I don't know. I have a vague recollection of a 

vacancy out there but I don't know. 

Q Do you care to say anything about the veto of the Child Labor 

amendment by the New YorK Assembly? 

THE PRESIDENT: I deeply regret it . The~ is all I can say. 

Q. Mr . President , do you t hink the PittrMn _Iieutrality Bill gives 

you sufficient di scretion t o keep the country out of war? 

TilE PRESIDENT: I don ' t think I ou~ht to discuss that bill because 

it has not yet corae up in the ilouse . i\e have t o wait and see 

what the House rioes, •:•hether they will. yass t h8t bill or their 

O"l'.rn bill. In other wor ns , it is still in the leg islat ive proc-

ess. I t b. in!-c I shall have to wa it until it ,>ets beyond t~at 

process . 

C.~ On n.eutrali.ty in eener~l , some 11e0ple still . r.a i se tile poi nt th~t 

none of the bills prevent a l arr.-e amount of' tredP. to c evel op , 

which some ex-pli"rt s think mi ;:ilt li rP.I'i us into 1\"'lr ;:!llywa ~·, even 

if it i s on a cash bc.sis . ',rhat .i ;:; _vour· com;nent on thst? 

THE PRESIDEN'r: Except t hat v:e are gettlnc> verv ·ctisti:lctly into t he 

guessworks stAge if we rlo cor.m:ent on H • 
• 

'·i. Anythjiw you c:m tPll 11s >1bout ~'""lUr visit ~· · it ."l [\,QCi\en'l.. i e Ki \e or, 

rathe~, his visit ri t h y~u? 

THE PRESI DEJilT: Yes, v·e t Rlketi about th:tt s nd t .1e thinp· i s still in 

the '-- wha t did I cell it before? it i s still in t he prelim-

inary study st~ge . 

Q Does t hat ap!:)ly l'llso t o t he so- called "nev· approach" we hev e ·been 
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. discussing? 

THE PRESI DENT : New approach to what? 

Q After the Treaty had been turned down there was some talk of a 

new approach to it? 

THE PRESI DENT: That is pretty vap,ue. Of course , in taking the 

thing up , t here are a ~reat many d ifferent anp,les and there 

may be some new angl es ; you can 't t ell. 

Q I would like to ask you this question, 1'1rst, i f I may : .4.J:'e 

you tyin;!: up t he question of pm•;er or beautification of Ni agara 

Falls , or the question of final disposal of questions wit h 

respect t o Niagara Falls i n the St. La\•,Tence 'l'reaty , it' a new 

one is reached? 

TI·Il!! l"RESIDJ£NT : I think you can fairly a ssume th>:~t the problem of 

Niaeara Falls is one of the subj ects undF>r prelimina ry study. 

'i Would the scope of' the St. Lawrence 'I-re e. t.•r incl•lil e Passamaquoddy? 

Tlfl PRESIDD!T: No . (Laut·ht e r) ·,\'ell , it Jr. i ;·ht, b•Jt actually we did 

not d iscuss it th e other ni~ht . 

·:t Is t here any possibility of' the negotiations be in£ completed in 

time t o submi t the Tr eaty at this session of Congress? 

THE PRJ~SIOENT : That I coulr. not tell you yet ; I do not know. 

4, IJid you uiscuss the Ott11wa TrF~de .Agreement with ;,ir. King? 

TilE PRESIDENT: Onl y in a very casu~;~l v:F.J.Y • We din not f.O. into it 

at all . I think ~e talKed to t h e Secr etary of State about th~t. 

Q. How about the V1estern Hemi sphere business? 

THB; PRf:SIDEiiJT: Thet was one of the thinP"s we discussed -- business 

around the world . 

saict about it? 

20 
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THE PRESIDENT: No . 

~ Did you examine both the Pittman and McReynolds bi lls? 

THE PRESIDENT: Only in general form whe.n they were introduced . 

I have not looked at them since that . 

Q Are you making any changes in the office of the Secretary of 

War? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not t hat I know of . 

Q To return to your Vlarm Sprin_~s trip, c9.11 you tell us who will 

be ·in your party? 

Tllli PRESIDENT: I do not know . Of cour se Mac, ~no possibly Jimmy. 

The usu13l crowd . 

Q l·.~r. Pr esident , have you m'3de any further pl;ms i'or your Texas 

trip? 

THll: PRESIDENT: I have been studyinr t he clv:~rts a little bit more 

and am checkin,.. up on distances . J.:way b~ck in 1928 -- this i s 

off the record - - when i.:ac and Stev-; and I and Louis Howe were 

at the Houston convention , Houston was what mi g3t be celled a 

somewhat arid olace nncl one niRht they V!ere askin-· about it .. - . . 

and they were t ol rl til"lt ·under tne Texas law the jurisdict ion 

of' the state of Texas extended only to the low water mark and 

that somebody, takin; ~dvanta..-e of th<~t , h~d built q pi<'rr out 

into the Gulf of Mexic0 about half a mile . One ni11ht tne:v put 

me t o bed in Houst on ancl disA.ppeared in 1\ hi~h- powered Auto-

mobile, Louis and Steve and Mac, and they got back in the small 

hours of thE' mornin~ , hevina been to Galvestc;m. Nov: "'lac has 

suddenly discovered that he ¥rents to "0 back to Galveston t ne 

end of April anu the first week of May autl show you the place . 
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Q Have they still got the pi er? (Laughter ) 

THE PRESIDENT: I don' t know. So you see how these things come 

about . He de ci ded that New Orl eans was somewhat hackneyed 

end wanted to try Galveston . 

Q. That means tha t t he bese for Llac will be s.t Galv9ston ins tead 

of New OrlAans? 

THE PP.ESIDENT: That means you will have t he base on the pier -

I mean on the Gulf . (Lau~nter) 

Q I hflve been asked to ask you just v·here Chief Justice Huthes 

wrote t h13.t quotation t hA t you used from him l ast ni·~ht . 

'1.'1-fi!: Pl~l!;SID~N'r : I could not tell you offhAnd; I will hav (:j to check 

up on it . If you 1·:n.nt , I will ~ct somF.:body to do it. 

Q• Any rlec ision on Diplomatic appointments? 

T!B I'RESIDEN'l': No. I think you will _.a~>t some prett.v soon . There 

hev~ been some rlecisions but , .<JS usual, 'IS :vou IUlo.,·, Y•e have 

to as~ for the Aqrement . 

'I Do you contemnlat-e callinP A tl isarmament conference &s W'\S SU"-

Past ed in thP aousP durin~· the passare of the :~avy Bill? 

Tiv: PRESIDENT: No; th'lt r·:es a F:erald- TribunP story. 

~ Hov.• About the New Yori< TirnF.:s story some time apo? 

THI~ f>Rl!.~IDEr:lT : That '.'ISS a lonr. ti:ne 'I'?'O i tar:tt was about A year 

ego . 

t-1 !fow about that one? 

THE PRESIDENT: It v•as nbout 1'1 year A~o . 

q Is there to be ~ message on lon~ ran~e relief policy? 

THE PRESIDEt~ : I ima~ine so - - Oh , on the lo~ r~e? I don ' t 
. 

' 
know. I don ' t know how lone the ran~e will ·be . It will be 
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one year anyway. I imagine it will . go up with the estimates, 

certainly not before the first of April, in the fi rst ten days 

of April. 

I have been so awfully busy getting speeches ready the 

last week that I have not done a t hing about it and I am not 

~ goine to at Warm Springs . 

Q Rav~ ,you arrived at any estimate of t ae amount? 
" 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q. What was the nature of the agr eement France recently sought 

through our Treasu~f Department in respect to fiscal affairs? 

. Tllli PRESIDENT: I think that was all .~iven out . I think you got 

all those facts . 

Q. Some information was q iven out v;ith r espect t0 i t . I was won-

dering if it was complete? 

THE P:nE~3IDEN'l' : I couln not tell you bec~use I did not see it. I 

knew t he f act, thAt is all. 

ti H'..ave you necided on an Under Secretary of State? 

THE PRESIDE!\.'!' : r·io, not yet . 

Q. Do you think you 'Nill have any nomination tomorrow, befor e you 

go? 

THE PRESIDEt-iT : I do not believe so . By the wa;.', I appointed t ie 

Maritime Commission. 

Q. Have you anything on the District Att ·,rneys and Collectors 

whose terms expire next montb? 

THE PRF2IDENT: No, I have not got arounn to t hut at all . 

Everything is qu~et otherwise . 
r 
I 

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President • 

... 
r 
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(The Conterence was held in tront ot the press 
cottage, the President remaining seated in 
his car.) 

~ This is going to be a slum clearance project. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENt': This is pretty comfortable. isn't it? 

~ Fine accommodations. 

THE PRESIDENt': I hear you have an attendant apiece; a valet for 

each one ot you. 

~ It takes two far some~ (Laughter) 
• > 

~ We do our own cooking. 

THE PRESIDENl' : I take it things are going all right; even Mac 

(Mr. Mcintyre} hasn't had a complaint in the last five days. 

~ Senator Robinson was heard the other day from Washington advocat-

ing your plan for the Court but indicating also · that there should 

be an amendment to the Constitution. Can you tell us anything 

about that? 

THE PRESIDENl': No, because I haven't seen what he daid. 

~ Can· you tell us anything of your conversations with Ambassador 

Bullitt on the international situation? Or what points you have 

discussed? 

THE PRESIDENl': This is off the record. You couldn't print it if 

I did tell you. 

~ As a minor detail, have you discussed the proposition to establish 

a school tor diplomacy, a sort ot West Point far the Foreign 
' 

Service in Washington? 
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THE PRESIDENT: Yea, we talked about the possib1lit7 ot that. You 

.know, Wes Disney has a bill? 

~ The vill calling for a five mil lion dollar appropriati on? 

THE PRESIDENI': A proposal for training people for all kinds ot 

Government service . . . 
Q I didn't know it was all-embracing. 

THE PRESIDENl': I think his bill is- pretty all-inclusive and, ot 

course, what we were talking about beginning a year ago was the 

possibility of a school more limited than that for the differ ent 

types of foreign service -- commercial, agricultural and diplomatic. 

Q. There was a story in the New York Times Sunday saying tba t t he 

United States was watching developments abroad for an opportune 

time to introduce the American peace p~an. 

THE PRESlDENl' : I haven't read it . 

Q Several or us got an ~nquiry from Binghamton about building of those 

arch dams in upper New York. They suddenly think you changed your 

policy, that instead of allowing the CCC to build them, the work 

has stopped and the Army Engineers are doing it? 

THE PRESIDENT: I can tell you from recollection that both the Army 

Engineers and the CCC ~eople thought it will be a great deal 

cheaper and quicker to have it done by the Army - - both cheaper 

and quicker, and I think about two weeks ago they decided to have 

the Army do it directly instead of CCC . 

Q That would be under contract? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

~ Are you goi~g up to Pine Mountain? 

' THE PRESIDENT : Just as soon as it warms up. 



Q. .Are rou reall7 going to take a n1a tod&T? (lilote: 'l'he 

, 

Preas had had the President ~ng virtuall.J enr,. dar, 

which was not the tact. ) 

THE FRESIDErfl': Yea, I reall7 8Jil going to take a swim toda7. 

Q. It will be r our toi.U"th swim. (Laughter) 

MR. KciRl'IRE: I told them you crossed them again this morDing. 

They have been talking about a str. Stick rour head out and 

show them rou haven't one. 

THE PRESIDENI': I t is all gone . 

Q. How is the fann? 

THE PRESIDENT: It is a l l right . 

~ How are "Tug" and "Hop"? (Referring to mules on the President ' s 

farm. ) 

THE PRESIDENT: Fine . 

Q. M.r . President, will you stop at Birmingham on the way? 

THE PRESIDENT: We will be in the station. I will have to make it 

some other time , not this time . 

Q. i'lould you like me to give Mrs . Roosevelt a message? 

(One of the reporters returning to Washington . ) 

THE PRl!:SIDENl' : GoOd . II'ell !J.er everything is quiet, as you know. 

Q. Yes, extremely quiet . 

THE PRESIDENl': I can' t invent any news . 

Q. You are get ting congratulati ons on your anniversary? 
."---' 

THE PRESIDENI' : Q.uite a few telegrams coming in. How is the golf 

going? Gosh that day I was down there I got a gli mpse of 

Phil Pearl ' s figure . You see , in his regular clothes he is 

pretty well disgui sed but in his golf clothes he was s ticking. 
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out all over. 

~ (llr. Pearl) The next time you look it will be down. (Laughter) 

~ So tar the only person we have known to drive a golt ball under 

a bridge and out again is Mac. (Laughter) 

THE .PRmiDENr: Well, I' 11 get that swim now and k8ep you honest. 

YR. TROHAN: Thank you, Mr. President . 

. I 
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