
CONFIDENTIAL 
Press Conference #367 
Executive Offices of the White House 

May 18, 1937, 4.15 P.M. 

THE PRESIDENT: How. has everybody been behaving in Washington? 

We had a grand time on the trip • • • • • There are a 

lot of people coming in today. 
' 

MR. YOUNG: They are just curious today. 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: There isn't very much news but before we talk 

about news, I am going to ask you for a very few minutes 
~ 

to resolve ourselves into a Committee of the Whole. 

Off the record, wholly off the record, I just wanted to 

tell you a story that I think you ought to know because 

it does affect the Press of the country. I think you 

will all agree on tho.t when you hear what- I am going to 

read. As you know, I have always encouraged and am 

entirely in favor of absolute freedom for all news writers. 

That should be and will continue to be the general rule 

· in Washington. That o.pplies to all news services, for 

that matter. 

There has come out, though, in the past couple of 

~ weeks two things from one news service that in a 

does affect the Press of the. country as a whole. 

The McClure Syndicate, as you probably know 

sense 

I don't know if you haye all seen it -- t~ey send out 
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to about 270 papers every week these (indicating) white 

sheets ~or publication which copstitutes the colUIIIl in 

these papers. 0~ course it is absolutely legitimate 

that they should collect this news at the White House 

or from Congress or acybody else. At the same time, 

with these white sheets ~or publication, there goes out 

a pink sheet as information f or the editor, marked as 

being not f or publication and is sent to the editor in 

confidence. Of course you and I know that that is not 

a news service in the strict sense of the wor d , but it 

goes out with the news service and you pay for the 

whole service at the same time . 

Now, there are two things in here that I think you 

people ought to know about. As I say, this is off the 

record and just in the family. This pink slip 

(indicating) dated May 14-15 , has the following : 

"Unchecked . A New York specialist high in the 

medical field is authority for the fol l owing, 

which is given in the strictest confidence to 

editors: 

"'Towards the end of last month Mr. Roosevelt 

was found i n a coma at his desk. Kedical exam­

ination disclosed t he neck rash which i s typical 

of certain disturbing symptoms. I mmediate 
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treatment ot the most skilled kind was indicated, 

with complete privacy and detachment from official 

duties. Hence the trip to southern waters, with 

no newspaper men on board and ·a naval convoy which 

cannot be penetrated. 

"'The unusual activities of Vice President Garner 

are believed to be in connection with the current 

situation and its possible developments.' 

"Checking has been impossible." 

That is number one. (Laughter) 

Number 2. This is from the McClure Newspaper Syndicate 

of May 12-13: 

"At a recent private dinner in New York an official 

of the American Cyanamid expressed in extreme form 

the bitterness towards the administration which is 

typical of the personal reactions of many right-wing 

leaders in business and finance. 

"The gentleman in question asserted-in so many 

words that 'the paranoiac in the White House' is 

destroying the nation, that a couple of well-placed 

bullets would be the best thing for the country, and 

that he for one would buy a bottle of champagne as 

quick as he could get it to celebrate suCh news." 
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That is all I wanted to tell you becauae, atter all, 

all I think I have to .do is to repeat that I have 

been in favor, as you all know, of any legitimate news 

reporting or news service, no matter what its origin 

may be and no matter whether for friendly papers or 

hostile papers -- it makes no difference. 

Q I s that off the record? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, absolutely. 

Q Is that signed? 

·THE PRESIDENl': It is sent out by the McClure Newspaper 

Syndicate . 

Q Unsigned? 

THE PRESIDENT: Richard \'laldo is editor . 

Q How about that clipping? 

THE PRESIDENT : That was clipped out of another paper. It 

was used by a radical paper in or der to point out the 

terrible things that are being said by the conservatives, 

but it has been used in the pr ess . 

Q But the original pink sheet -- you r ead from the original 

sheet? 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes, there it is (indicating). That is the·l 
I 

one . I have not got a copy of the other one but suppose 

we have it somewhere . That is the pink slip that goes 

out. 
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Q I did not mean to interrupt ;you. Have you more to sq? 

THE PRESIDENT: No; I think we understand each other very 

well. We have been friends for a good many years and 

I am very very keen that the press should retain and 

the newspapers of the country -- not only our particular 

family group -- the admirable relationships and h.igh 

regard we have always had. 

Q There is no doubt about the second one -- it is the pink 

slip. 

THE PRESIDENT : An~ it is alleged to be in this paper . 

MR. EARLY : It was only received this afternoon and we have 

not had time to check against it. 

Q That is not newspaper reporting . 

THE PRESIDENT : That is just it, it is not newspaper reporting. 

Q Have you taken the matter up with the syndicate? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, cert~inly not . 

Q Isn't that second one actionable under law? 

THE PRESI~ : You know, that does not make any difference 

at all . The President of the United S~ates does not sue 

for libel and the Department of Justice does not proceed 

·libelly. 

Q Is it due to the syndicate itself. It might be a fraud? 

(Laughter ) 

MR. EARLY: It was checked with .Mr. Waldo and llr. Waldo 
• promised to retract the pink slip with reference to tbe 
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coma and the President's compulsion to make the trip 

south if the White House would issue an official denial. 

Of course the White House would not do it. 

Q How much of this is off the record? 

THE PRESIDENT: It_is all off the record; all strictly in 

the family and nothing else, because I thought you 

people were entitled to know some of the things-that 

go on that none of us approve of. Neither _you, nor I, 

nor the public, nor I believ~ the great majority of 

editors would approve of it. 

So, that is all right; the Committee will now 

recess. 

The only thing I can tell you, I think, is that I 

am going to send up, within a day or two, the Buenos 
' Aires treaties to the Senate. I have them here on the · 

desk and they are going to go up in two or three days. 

Q. Which treaties are those?. 

THE PRESIDENT: The treaties resulting from the Buenos 

Aires Conference in December. 
. -

Q As we came in v;e heard the band playing on the lawn. Is 

there any special significance to that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think the point is well taken. (Laughter) 

Q It is the Grass Roots Convention, I guess. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: That is all right, Fred (Essary). 
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Q Some time age;> there was made public a communication you 

sent to the heads of departments and bureaus, asking 

for suggestions as to what they could do in the way 

of economy in the current year and they were asked to 

report to you or Dan Bell by May 1. Is there anything 

you can tell us on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not checked the figures, except to 

say that they have reported and that we expect to 

make the economies. I see no reason why Dan should 

not give you the figures. There has been excellent 

cooperation. 

Q Will it include the Army Housing Bill of $71,000,000? 

THE PRESIDENT: That was an authorization bill, not an 

appropriation bill. 

Q In connection with the Buenos Aires treaties, is it the 

desire that they should be considered prior to the 

Argentine Sanitary Convention? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. 

Q There seems to be ..a. strange temerity here today, about 

asking about the Supreme Court. One of the Senators, 

who has been discussed as a possible Associate, said 

he would be disqualified and necessarily the others 

would be who voted for the Supreme Court retirement on 

the theory that they had changed the emoluments of office. 

Is that your construction? 
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THE PRBSIDDT: Honestly, I have not thoucht ot it. I 

have not given any consideration in relation to an 

appointment and I don't know. That is a brand, new 

one. I would hate even to give a snap Judgment on 

it. 

Q Will Justice Van Devanter's retirement affect your program 

in connection with the Court program? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don'.t think there is any news in that. 
'· -

Q Are you insisting on an enactment of legislation this 

session? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am not insisting on the enactment of any 

legislation this session. What I have said all along 

was that if we could get ·some further step forward in 

our general objectives, it would be a good thing -- a 

desirable thing. 

_Q What is your general impression of the bill that was sub­

mitted to the House by the group ot farm leader-s which 

were called here by Wallace? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not read it. I ,Probably will read it 

tomorrow or the next day. But · the point, I think, 

.should be made that this bill, as I understand it, was 

primarily the production -- came from the farm leaders 

and was not written by the Department at Agriculture. 

But, taking it by and large, the Department reels that it 
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is along the right lines -- the principles are pretty 

good and the thing is being taken up now, I think, in 

the Ho).lse Committee . But as to whether it will go 

through with the changes or not, I don' t know. 

Q Mr. Pr esident , when will your legislation or suggest~ons 

of legislation for maximum hours and minimum wages be 

ready for Congress? 

THE PRESIDENT: Did you say when? 

Q Yes sir . 

-

THE PRESIDENT: Isn't that assumi ng that it is going up? 

Q We have all understood that it would go up. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think your guess is pretty good that there 

will be something on it, recommended . 

Q Soon? 

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot tell you; but I should say fai rly 

soon. 

Q Can you give us a list of the highly desirable legislation 

-for this session? 

THE PRESIDE~T : I haven't had time to write it out as yet . 

Can you tell us what you discussed with Senators Harrison 
' 

and Byrnes today? 

THE PRESIDENT : Budgetary-wide matters. 

Q Economy? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, of course budgetar y matter s ar e always 

related to econo~. 
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Q ~. President, do you expect to. make an appointment 

to the Supreme Court soon? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't thought about it at all. Abso­

lutely no consideration. 

Q Under the law, if the vacancy occurs on June 2 and 

Congress is in session, you will have to send it in 

before the end of the session. Isn't that true? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think so. 

Q Do you still think it is a good rule not to appoint 

anybody to the Federal bench who is over 60? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven 1t given any consideration to it 

at all. 

Q You announced that rule? 

THE PRESIDENT: You also must remember that I have, fairly 

recently, promoted one or two District Judges to the 

Circuit Court of Appeals who were over 60 -- as a 

promotion. 

Q We were thinking of original appointments. 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't given any consideration to it at 

this time. 

Q Have you reached any decision on the Interstate Commerce 

Commission -- Commissioners Eastman and Tate? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't thought of it at all. When do 

they expire? 

• 
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Q They have already ·expired --

THE PRESIDENT: Really, but they are still doing business 

all right. 

Q Will there be a special message on power soon? 

THE PRESIDENT : Not on power . 

Q On flood control and power? 

THE PRESIDENT : No. 

Q It has been reported that you, personally, intervened to 
' 

turn thumbs down on the Trans-Atlantic Races ln August; 

is that correct? 

THE PRESIDENT : No. That was handled entirely between 

Commerce and State. 

MR. YOUNG : Thank you, Mr. President . 

• 

\ 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Press Conference #368 
Executive Offices ot the White House, 
May 21st, 1937 - 10.40 A.M. 

(Present: Sena t or Pepper of Florida) 

THE PRESIDENT : Good mo rning. I had a mos t interesting 

smoke t he other day - a perfectl y del i cious cigar-

ette . Wher e do you ~suppose 1 t \7as made? I n Pales-

t i ne . This Lord l.!el shire (? ) who has ':)een over 

here is quite stron~ on the Zi onist movement . 

Q Does it have eny k~ericRn tobacco? 

~H ... PRE~ srD-;:·,·.r ·. T'- , • ti +. ~ ; t'- ... ; ~ ' - .... - I.e _n,;;eres _n~ u:"!_!'!L _:: lit:'~ -" _£ a 

sor t of er-ose be t ,,·e .. n V~rLinla t o';:acco e.ncl Tur£.ish 

... . 
~.o l'fl ceo . 

Q I s i t r olled li~e ours? 

TJ.;. ~ _ ... RESIDE: iT ,• It 1 1 J d . i , T • I t 1 1' " -,.. .• · s ro .. e over , v:1. ~n _ t>.o n .ce , 

Q 

but it is r ol led l oose, ~1ich ls our style . 

. . i t :~:>.s _ a fl a vor'? 

TEE PRESIDE: i':' : !'o , it ts :n0r e l i~:e ours . Yo1J nee , t r.ese 

(indica tin~ nn Al1erlco.n ctc;a1•ette) Lave a lit tl-e 

Turlcish f l avor in t her.t. 

Q They a~e reild? 

THE FRESIDE!!T: They a r e vel'j' 1!i:ld . Yo'.l cp nno t buy them 

over here but they sell for about t he snme price e.s 

our s . 

·-



368 -2-

KR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: (Addr essing himself to Lir. Young i h an 

undertone) Woul C.n ' t it be funny if the announce!!lent 

came out in t he press t hat the President had discov-

ered a J ewish ciearette? 

THE PRESIDENT : I don ' t believe there is any nev1s this 

r.10 rn 1 nr~ . 

Q. Do you intend t 0 confirm the Senate nomination of Sen-

ator Robinson t o the Suprene Court? (LRughter) 

Q Get out your ruboer stamp . 

'I'nE PRESIDE!•IT: I' m afra1<' . . I will 'have t o tell you the 

trutL I hnve not C0n!;ic.ered. t::e Supre~Je Court va-

caney ~- t ~11. Re~lly , not at a lJ . A:1ci I c'l.on 1 t e" -.. 

\ ·•'· - T ~ I . ~.e .. .l. c,o , £'.!.1 no t r:oinc 

to tell 'j') IJ . An:,·thinc you r!!'ite s:10uld '.Je headed , 

11 8 i" .. '\- 2 - II ur~ ~e ~u.Jwer -0 · 

Ther e !.en 1 t nny ne•;:s on l t ~n·i, i)y ~·o sh , there 

won't be any ne\':s on it . I thi:i·. ti:..<>.t is t he easiest 

thine I can say . 

Q You a~e not li~ely to appoint a nybody until t he present 

Justi ce cets off t~e bench , are yotl? 

THE PRESIDE::T : An~'i there ae;ain , i f I was to say anything 
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about the time el ement you ' d _pr obably , quite properly, 

wr i i;e a surmise , so I ' m not going to say anything about 

the time element . 

Q Mr . President, do you care to comnent on the question as 

t o who should take precedence over Philippine officials? 

rr·H~ PRESIDE•··.T·. 1- ' d f i"' _ _ • never near o ~ . 

Q. l:ll· . President , r.':!.ll t!: e 'I'reat:!.es co up today - the Buenos 

Aires? 

T2E PRESIDEilT : I expected t o senu tl-e'l uu toc>.a.y but t:1e 

Senate i s no t .Li se csion s ·J tr.ey r:lll be llelc. he re 

Co..n you tell us YO'i.'I' c :mi'ere :;ce yes terday 

1 ·1 t . C: oncr e s S!1 (~n ·:.rh: ttl n~ton o f the HmJ se Flood Con-

trol. Co::.-:1 t tt::e ar;c. i;l: c •.)r: C yo •,. are ;:;a i:: __ t o l:ave v:.!. t 11 

ti ons Sut-con:e, i ttee? 

TH2 PRESIDEHT: 

tal~<:.ing a >ou t but J nc:._e '.Yi.it -cinc t on ancl. I, nith l•.ir. 
I 

Bell, talked over :-~ e tliOds of t;ettin[ r.lO r e !noney for 

the flo 'Jd aren s, es~)ecially t ho se a reas \'.'i1lch he.ve 

QQ\1~1 
had flood's thi·s sprlne: in t h e Ohio , v1ithout busting 

t he Budge t and we t hinlc we f o uncl. e. pretty good way . 
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We woul d have available about eleven million dol l ars 

of relief labor during the coming year which would 

be put in t hose a reas on t h e f l ood contr ol wor k , in 

those localities where it i s mo st needed . That woul d 

be in addition to t he recommendation of the Budget . 

I t is nearl y twelve r:1illion dollars a.nd might , in 

p!"actice , \"!hen \'!e come dovm to it , run a little bi t 

hi c;her by othe r methods t he. t r:e a r e exploring at the 

pr esent ti:-e . 

So::1c ve r:: in-:=erc;s t inc tr.ings hapr)en .L :-t ttat Ohio 

Valley. There Rr e a few com:-:uni t ies 1'1:1e r e 1 t is al­

r.1ost iu!)osslble t o [ Ufl.re.!':tee thc:.1 a~rain st future 

fl o0ch: , ~·)::t:ntra "!:i vely s.:;all cour:tuni ties, \'!h ere ther e 

is n certttir. :)ortion of t :·.e t~r:n !' t;;Z'lt tb\·•n n~~:t to 

~1e river . T~ey nre studyin~ t~e ~0s e i~lli ty now of 

t ur :1.i.n(:" t!:a t :n•.rt of t t.e to•::n into fl !)ark nnd pl ny­

r r ounei e.nd 11 tornll ~r ~ov lnf; t!:c ~)Q::'lulation of t he 

t t;>,·•n in tlwt area into ill f51e r lEtnd . In '."'..l r!< of t hat 

kind , t he RFC is seein£:' :·1!1ether 1 t can be of any help 

nnd so is toe p•;rA. It would r ec:.ul r e l"ho.t 13l£:ht be 

called a consolida t ed flnaP cing t o move that port~on 

of the r>O!)Ulation un t o hir;21er c round i:ut probably 

woul d sav e rnoney in t he lone r un . 
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Q Mr. President , can you say anything about the status or 

Government r eo r ganization? There seen to be a l ot or 

conferences about it . 

THE PRESIDENT: Vf'ny 1 I talked with seven - I think 1 t was 

seven - House Members yesterday and there is nothing 

t o report except p rogress. Ttey are getting on very 

well. The J oint Committee is L~eeting again , I think, 

i n a day or two . Probably the lee;fsla.tion will eome 

out fairly soon . 

Q I s t he r e anyth~ng· t C; be said about t h e !)Ossi bility or 

pr oba.bili ty of t l:e Trade Ai:;re ement •:!1 t h Grea t ori t -

a in - -

TH.:: PRESIDe:::':' : I hn vC;r. 1 t hem•o a nythi:if.' on t!:at . 

Q 1.'/r:• 1l d you c&r e t :.. co::r; e n t or: t::e 9 PO;>osal of the Civil 

~ervicc C~1 · 1s e ton t o reduce t~e aee limit fo r re -

tl r e:.te r, t ? I tl:i., ·-:: they tool~ it un ni th you ye::; terday . 

TH~ PRES_TDE~'T ·. Y I " ' ' t t 1 i i t 11 _ " es . ''1a no c~~e o a ny c ec s on a a • 

Q. Will Chai r ma:1 Ltu•.dis ce t a so!'t of extension ir. office 

when hls cornl,tission expires? 

THE PRESIDENT : I hav e not thoucht about the ma.t tEJ r . I 

want h i m t o s tay on just as l one as he ca n before he 

goes t o l a w school . 

' 
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Q Will you say anything more about the Civil Service Com-

miss i on exce9t that you came t o no decision? 

THE PRESIDENT: I thinlt that is all at the p r esent time. 

Q Was the cost too gr eat? 

'7"u.E PRESID':;'J,J~ •. " o d 1 1 or. on t'1e "'r o"'o 1 -s~ ... _ •• - no ec s- . t y y s a • 

Q Secr eta ry :.~orgenthau is reported or rep resented. as be-

inc op~>osed t~ a r;eneral i nternatlo:1al mone t l!.r;:,· con-

ference . I wonder if ttere is ~nythinc you can say 

about your a t'.;l tud e on these tf:ing s . 

~HE PRESIDE::T : I do:1 1 t t:·, t r.;: there i!'l anything one can 

say intelli[ently o~ it at the p r esent ti~e excep t 

. . 
posoibly one sw~; estlon e.nd tJ;at is , v1::at Vloul d be 

the e f fecti,·c use of an inter nati onal conf e r ence 

~.:nle ss one imev: t:~e.t it :·:oul d result in r;ood? 

Le.r~;e C". ue s t i ·m r•ta.rl< ! 

~ In con:·.ecti '': ~ •:::i t~ t:~.:> '; Chn you sp,.y anyt~:ln~ n t C'.ll 

ni,'Jut t::~ r eport s :.:r . i~or;:;an D.<J vis "::1•oucht bac~c t o 

you or. e;cncral am<.i.i t L•)ns i. n 2urope ? 

':'H:~ PRESIDC:: :T : 
• 

" ·· , .. ~,., 0 (:. ~l ""' ::rv.s·r there on SU[fl.r. 

Q. Yes , bu t he ce.r J•ied ·:>n conversat:L '1 ns on other sub j ects 

in Londo n . 

THE P~SIDE::T : :;a tura l ly; 11;-;en a nyboc1y co:::es back from 

• 
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the other side you say, "Did you have a good time? 

\fuat was the Beneral feeling about the price of eggs , 

besides sugar?" That is just general , pleasant con-

versation. 

Q L:r . Pres i dent,_ d i d you t ell Grove r Whale n how much you 

woul d b e r.rllli:-:1.: to a:p:pro\·e for the Hew Yo r lc World~ 

Fai r? 

TH'i: PRES IDEi\ T: J!o . 
1 

~ Did he c. s1-: f o r a specific sum? 

THE FRSSIDS:;T : YP-s . 

l.i How !'!luch? 

,.., . ..... p?-- - J -··m J.n .... . ~~ l. c .. .r. : 

·:roul <l Y ·)U C') n~h1er tJ-r o:> .;: .1ill ~on d.ol l Etrs ? 
' 

TH2 PRESIDE: iT : I r e f ·e rred ~ t t ). t ::e Con{_ r ess . 

You knov: , ·:>n t hn t veto of t he bill - t};is is off 

t:1e rec:>r( - r ett{ilnt,; t :;e Heralcl- Tri".)une editoria l t~ts 

ernr:1ent, t >.t: LeLl ::lature , c. ?.c~; u';l i Cl-'1.11 Le[·;is l atu.r e , 

etuck a lit t l e clt~se in , r c l atlnc to about t~enty 

or t~enty-~ive r1illlJ n d0llare , :providinc t~at i t 

could not "::le 3,ent -.,:,· tr.c Gove r nor, t hey a?)ro!)ri a t ed 

.. 
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it al l ri ght, but it coul d not be spent , nithout the 

app r ovnl of the t\'IO finance Chairmen of th·e Assembly 

and Senate . Well , I vetoed 1 t once anci tv.rice an<! fi -

nally, the tt: rd time , so a s t ~ let the people go 

hotne, I s i c ned the bill anc1 ·to?~c 1 t t o court . At 

that ti~e a ll t~e bad cat papers sai d it was a ter-

ri!.'le t!. tnt for ';::. c G.>vernor of t!'le State to object 

to l egi s l a ti ve che_c:cs on un::·ridl ed spenCl.lne: . Of 

course , ~s a ~nttev ~f feet , it v·u s n very, very 

:Js t funda~ental 

• .. f'• ~ 
'r'· v •• 

.. , e Le 1 ,. , • t·•1•e v. ... f..., .... ~ ..... ,~ '""' o f' 

. ..... . 1 . • .. , • ( - .. 

.. .; ~rwJ•- ... L;. c. ~, . - ~ I .LJ. 

a -: :1 ~- Lll ' f'1' ?'~ SP.~·lng J II ::or: ,. Governor , j'Olt a:~<l 

f . o'\ ,...."- . er ,_ 
' L ,J,"- \, : ,.. .. 0 ·, 

L. ' "'<' 1 '-··- S U!1 C : .!: ~et::)- of s ;_Jentiin[ 1 t, 

u:-tless :1ou , t o ~e quite f l'ar.:,., G 1 Rl .n: 1:i tt' uc Jn 

.;; .. ,.L· r· · ,. •·rf '· 1 >n 11 : ....... ,~ .... , v tq t • 

... 1 t'· " t'· . . . .. e , .. c ... 1nt.. c:> ::: e uo in t~c l owe r court and 

I Guly l ost, and t~c~ it ~, t o the Court of 

Appeals and I shopped around f or quite a l one \'!hile 
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in New York t o see if I coul d ge t some very , very well 

known l awyer who v1ould tak e the case. I t r ied some 

promi nent Democrats end some prominent Republicans. 

No , they didn ' t lil>.e it because t!'ley went a l ong with 

the bnd cat edito::-ia:s and then I found old William 

D G ._, i . . id II •.r h i h th t . u ~..1r e an1.. Le sa , ... ou a ve an s sue ere a 

-
i s al"l::olutel:; fundamentel . 11 He; to0~ t:~c case and h e 

the l e:.:;is l r-t tive C.n•'. t he o.cb.!..;;l~t+c. •; iYC {,uties Of COV-

ccr,::tent . ~Ut Oj' fa:~ ;.i !"!• es:~.y t !JE: :lOSt i !'lp.:>rtant r ea-

tJ ~ra~ ~~~ li~e bct~een t~e duties of the legislative 

and execut ive bre.ncnen of ~;., ::> vel'n:~ e nt . It Las b een 

d::>ne and , of cour se , 1: ~111 be sust a i ned , 

~ !.:a y I ask y JU c.not· .e.r <~ uesti ?n n~.Jou"; tLe Ci li!.l Service 

rlf.'.tte r'? Do ::' J-t e:·:;::>ect =~n::>the r visl t fro:~ the Conmi s -

·• • . . 
sion'? 

THE PRESID"':-JT •. 0'• , yes . T' 1 tt..l h b .... 1 .1 s :1 nc as ee n .goine on fo r 

a l one ti~e . As a natter of f act , one of our diffi -

cul-tie s 0n the question of r E'tirenent i s t ha t the law 

• 



no~ is entirely different ln its r el ati onship t o d1t-

ferent depar t ments of the Government . We want to 

standardize a grea t deal more than we do at the p res -

ent time . But I doubt very much if t he r e will b e 

anytl~ine; at this session of Congress because it is 

to.:> co:·1plicated a thing. 

Q How is your._t':lessage on national plannine; comin£:: along? 

THE PRESIDE1iT : Very well , very \'/ell. You hav e got it 

ri t;h t . I should so.y , offho.n6. , it v:ill !)robnbl y go 

lll) n e .. .,..+ '.·.·ee'.' . - • •• u • 

~ :..:r . Pr e sident , bwe you c..nd Sena t or Pc:)per been C:.ls-

cusslnc t~e Flo~ida 

THE PttESIDE:\ '1' : .. ' t _,o l: :.'u ' ~e have o~ly tal~ed about t~ree 

·)r four :ninut es . I t1 ·) n 1 t l~norr r:hc,t v:o uri:! t;C> ~ nG to 

tnl:c n':out :;l!'tt: )• t:-.is press conference . 

:'.~R . yo·•: :G ·. "''- ·'- · · · · P~esl·, -,... ... u .u,<ll •- 'j OJ. , 1 •• 1 . • l.i.t;; •• t. . 

I . 
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'l'BI PBISIDDI': I han olll7 one thi.JI8. I have eent to the two Ohair­

•n of the K111tal')' Aftairs COlllllitteea of the Houee and Senate a 

oop7 of the report on helium from the Secretary of the Interior, 

and the Secretarie• of State, War, NaTy and Commerce, in which 

they point out that virtually the Un1 ted States Gonl'DIIlBnt 1a the 

olll7 large producer 1n the world and there 1e only one 1110re pri­

vate compenr. They rec01111118nd that, if satisfactory terma with 

this small private canpany can be arranged, the Government buy 

it, thereby giving it a practical monop~y on helium. They recom­

mend that we continue to sell it for experimental use, which is 

mostly medical use, and that in regard to lighter than air craft, 

i n accordance with the Good Neighbor policy, we should let otber 

nations have any unneeded surplus tor the promotion of cODIIDBrce, 

safeguarding of l ives of passengers, on condition that this use 

in coiWDBrce be properly guarded against military use. That 

report is go-ing up to the Hill. Steve will let you have copies 

of the report, I think, in a few minutes. Want to have it done 

.now, Steve? 

:MR. EARLY: Yes, sir. 

Q.~ Will you IDBke any ooiWDBnt on that report? 

~: It sounded like Tery good common senee. 

Q: What is the object ot buying the 81118.11 private plant? 

A: Additional supplies. .Probably, it" we ban the whole thing we 

can produce cheaper than they can. 
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That ia the Louin1lle plaDt, 1e it 110t, Jlr. Prellident? 

Yea. We talked about bu:yi.Jig it t.o 7t1Ua q:o, I think, Ulric, 

and the price wu much too hip. 

Yr. Prellident, does the report aa:y what would be considered 

proper safeguards against m111 tary use? 

A: No, it does not go into that. 

Q: Will :you indicate that? 

A: No, it does not go irito that and I don't know. That will have to 

be worked out. 

Q: 
I 

We were hearing suggestions last night and toda:y that the Social 

Se-aurit:y may be extended. Senator Wagoer made some suggestions 

and the statement was made last night to the general effect that 

it might be extended to the tarm labor and domestic labor. Also 

that it might include health insurance eventually. Have you 

given any thought to it? 

A: Fred (Essary), all I can say is that it was about last October 

or November that the Social Security Board itself began talking 

about minor exceptions , such as increasing the amount of benefits 

for dependent children or crippled children to bring them up more 

nearly to the amount that widows were getting per capita. There 

have been various plans, all of which would cost more money, 

naturally. They all r~lated -· all these plans related to excep­

tions to the kind of social security provided under the bill. In 

December, when we were doing the budget, we all agreed that this 

year -- this calendar year -- should go by without. anything done 
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Oil 1\ b~ th1a •••1oll ot CoDp••· Ill other worda, we -.nwt to 

•e how th11 worbd out before Dk1q &D7 detel'tliDaUon ill reprd 

Q: 'l'hen it wu the budset •tter ftther than any uncertainty onr 

Oourt action tbat caused it to go onr? 

A: Yee. 

Q: Can you say anything about the Court action? Has it obanged your 

plans? 

A: I don •t think there 1e any comment. I think that 1e a very obvious 

thing. I tell you what I can, though, if you 1'18.llt something tor 

background -- something very simple. I think we are all -- l ook-

ing at the thing from the l a rge point of view -- all very, very 

happy over the decisions of yesterday, and I think we are all 

happy that in the days to come the same hUIIII.D. point ot view will 

prevail , but of course there are a great many things that have 

not been passed on yet -- an enormous number of things. Well, 

just tor example , that message that I sent up yesterday involved 

three -- tour fairly important changes i n national policy. As to 

chi.ld labor, it would involve a d irect reversal of a direct deci-

sion. We hope that that reversal will take place. If it does 

take place, and somebody is almost sure t o take it up to the 

Court, we come to the second phase, which is minimum wages, and 

ot course the theory under wh ich the Govel"lDI8nt can enter the 

field that peopls get decent wages 1e exactly the same theory ae 

child labor. That would have to be passed on. Limitation ot 

: 

3 
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·"- llcnara would llaft to 'be puN4 oa. Ooo41 amafaotul'e4 

Wl4er ~rlor -.plo,.~at ooa41Uoaa, aaoll aa l'etual h 'barpia 

colleoUnq, -- that would han to 'be :paue4 oa. 

'l'hel'e, juat 1D oae ••aase, tllel'e are tour an 1111U81 

re.1ae4, which, in all hUDW.D pro'babil~t~, will •~ 48~ ooa 

be tore the Court . And, ot couree, there are a great -nr thinss 

that han occurred in the past that stUl have not been ruled on. 

We do not know anything about T. V. A. The T. V. A. decieioa 

related only in ettect to the Wileon Dam. The same thinss ay 

come up on Boulder Dam --Bonneville, and lots ot other places. 

Then there is tlood control on the Ohio watershed. These things 

I have not thought out at all. They are just popping into my 

mind. The question, tor instance, it a municipality wants to 

have its own ele.ctric light plant -- the question whether they 

can borrow money trom the Federal Government. We ass\llle they 

can because they can borrow money trom the Federal Coverument 

tor hospitals, or sewers or new streets. Can they get a grant 

in any way trom either W. P. A. or P. W. A. or any assistance? 

That question- has not been ruled on. And so it goes. And I 

suppose there are halt a dozen other things that have not been 

ruled upon as yet by the Supreme Court and they are all very, 

very vi tal propo si tiona . For in stance, here is another ~ne: 

The question is, can the Federal Government, in entering upon 

a housing project, can they condemn land? And so it goes. 

Q: (Ruasell Yotm8) Mr. Preeident, takins it trpm what ~u sa~. , 

it is not what the Suprems Court is do 1ng now, it is what 1 t 

.. 



will do b tbe Mue. 

1.& Collt SAuiJic prooeaa. 

Q& 'l'll1a h au DOil-&ttrlbutabl•' 

A: lllo 1 thle b jut baoqrou4. 

' 

MR. J:•Rn: BaotgrOUD4 1a attribution. You mean attribution' 

A: You can uee 1 t tor a ttrlbutlon. '!'bat 11 all right. You can 

uee it without quotation, ot couree. 

Q: The e!IIBrgency that originally called tor action on the Court 

plan this se .. ion -- do you think that baa peeaed now? 

A.: I will let you do your own 1.Dlag1n1ng. 

Q: - Can you comment on another report trom Europe at this t 1me -­

trom Kussol1n1 -- that World Arms Limitation Conference 110uld be 

a success 1! you called it? 

A: I have not seen or heard it. When did it come out? 

Q: Today. 

A: I have not seen it. 

Q: What has happened· to the Buenos Ai~s Treaties? 

A: No Sene. te today, They will be sent up tomorrow. 

Q: Last s1.11111D9r the Democratic Party at Convention pledsed i tselt to 

seek some· sort ot a Congressional i nquiry into suttl'88e in the 

District ot Columbia. Have you given any consideration to that 

thia session? 

A: I have not at all. • 

Q: President Quezon, ot the Philippines, has returned to New York. 

Bas he any engagement with you? 

/ 
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AI I "tplr I - lOla& to 811 hill. !U aotul tS. hal DOt been 

&l"fttl&&4 but he 1f1ll UDCSoub~4lJ•" • nrr •oon aner hi pta 

to WuhiqtoDo 

Q: RetUl'll1DS to the hel11a que1t1on. CaD JOU expla1D the p\arpolll 

of aendiD& such report to Oonsre... I belien rou han the 

power to export a certa1D amount of heliUIII. 

:569 

A: I think probabl.J the chief reason was that there ·have been a 

nWiber of bills introduced on the Rill f or it, and a number of 

apeeches made on it and this is primarily for the information of 

OODgreSSo 

Q.: Has any decision been reached on ·the immediate question of send­

iD& helium to Oenl8ll7 to be used over there? 

A: I do not know any-thins about it. Have they applied? 1s there 

a formal application in? 

l4R. EARLY: Dr . Eckener is supposed to be 1D Washington now. 

A: 1 think Dr. Eckener is here now conferring at the present time. 

Q.: What becomes of the position that Senator Berry, of Tennessee, 

held originally 1D the GoTel'DJII8nt? 1 think i t was Industrial 

Cooperator or Coordinator. 

A: Fred (Essary), 1 hav.e not been back long enough to find out. 

You ought to find out . 

Q.: (by Fred Essary) One or my timid colleagues put me up to that 

question. 

A: I will ask Steve to find out before the next meet!Dg. 

E. EARLY: 1 will have to pass that on to Rudolph. 
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QJ Cu JOU •&J aJ171;hlzls on the action of the House 1Jl eanarklDs 

t300,000,000 tor P. w. A. an4 t55,ooo,ooo tor tloo4 oontrolt 

A: I will have to rea4 the R8ilolut1on t irat. Ot oour .. tbl oD17 

thlzls ,.ou can work into it h that tor eve17 dollar that 18 

earsrte4 out ot the billion and a halt tor W. P. A. JOU have 

to consider whether by using 1 t in the 88.1'11111l.rk:ed wa7 JOU are 

gett~ fewer people jobs. Now, that would have to be studied. 

Q: That i s the test? 

A: That is the test. It 1s the que stion ot getting fewer people 

jobs trom the relief rolls. I am not t alking about indirect 

l abor. 

RUSSEU. YOUNG: Thank you, sir. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
(End of Conf erence ) 

... 
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OO~IDENTIAL 

Press Conference #370 
Executive Offices of the '.'t'hi te House 
May 28th , 1937 - 1 2 .10 P.M. 

THE PRESIDE~~T: Wel l, I thi n';, t he only news I hnve got is 

that I a_rr, [,oi nz to l eave here t onorr ow ni ght e.nd get 

to Hyde Par~;, Sur1do.y mor nint; , ar.d I am cor.ting back e i ­

" the r !.:onda:,· ni ::;i!t or Tuesde.y , s o t hat I wi l l be here 

e i the r Tuesday Morn i nt o r Wedne sday ~orni nc . I can 

not te l l \'.'~e n . 

Q Hnve y-n an:,· rei.l~r~~ t :) ;n:1.~;:e on te.x evaei :m ? 

'!'!1£ PR23ID~e'!' : That is a t.:nt~e-!' 'Jn r:l:lc'!-1 r:e have been 

stuf1 ;tt:t ~- ancl "•e ~:~rc c :> r.'<: ~ nuit~t' t o stuciy and. there 

1'!Ul te so~~c thlnt on 1 t wl1e:1 \':e e.r e reac.l.y to shoot. 

There see ;ns t o be qui te a serl:?us s i tuati?n . 

Q Ther e Vlc>.s a s t o r y tl:ls !norninf; trJ:'t t you v1ere t'oint; t o 

cet a hundr e;i t o a !n.m6red an.i fi:'ty ::l i l lio:-Jaires 

who hnd been f o r ''lin;::- corpor e. tions nnri so fo r th . 

'!'HE P?.ESIDE::T : '.'/el l , t he thine is 'ot=!int: studied. 

Q. Ar e you ~o:!.nr to ask fo r a ConGress i onal i nves t igation 

of wha t t he i;ew Yor k Times 2ays? 

THE PRESIDE:!T: I canno t t ell you :mtll •:1e have gone fur-

t her with our stud ies . 

7 
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Q Can you tel l us whether you have received reports of 

very clear evasions ? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, t hat is _true, we have . 

Q Is that individuals or corpor ations? 

THE PRESIDENT : llo , i ndividuals. Of co11rse , on the cor-

por ation end , \'le a r e not ready yet to go ahead V!i th 

our studie~ because so many corpo r ations this year 

asked for extensi ons and their r eturns are not in as 

yet . A v e r y l Rr [e nu;;~he :r have asked for extensions 
... 

t ' 1 1 t ~ i l t 1 , ~ 1 1 1 so n_ !: r e (1. e :: p r _ .. lar y ~ _ncLv_uua s . 

Q Does it involve any illegali ty ,:,r ::1e r cly 1:al(e advantace 

of t he lnv1? 

THE PRESIDE: iT: 

' 

- t' ;)I) . i . 

Q In other \''-:> r ds , i ~ is uv-:>h a nee and. evasion , bot!1? 

T· · t:: po,.. ..::. -D>=' .• T • n_ n..::,v..L ..... ... • Ye s . 

Q Le~~l avo!~ance . 

TH2 P?l..ESI DE::1 : Yes , nnd of couPsE: it r a i ses , verj' lnre-ely, 

a [.'ene r al r:10 rnl i s s ue . 

~ i.ir . Pres icien t , hns t '1i!:: a sking f o r ex t er.s i ons on the 
• 

part ?f coroorut i ·? ns reduced the ourrent tax collec-

tlons? I s ,tht1t one of t he el ements in reducing cur-

r ent tax c~llectlons? 
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THE PRESIDENT: No ; t o a certa in extent, ¥eB, but not very 

much. In ot her ~ords , ~hen a corpor ation asks !or an 

extension , as I understand it , they pay in their esti-
t 

mated one- quarter , or \'!hateve r it is , as of t he fif-

teentr. of :.:ar ch . Then, when the return comes in, it 

will c;l ve t h e final amount from the ir point of view 

and , of c ourse , th e c~a11ces are that they would not 

put in on the fifteenth of Earch nore tha n what their 

fl.n o.l returns would be . The chances nre they would 

pu t i n a l ittl e b 1t l e ss , so tha t tl1ere woul~ be sante 

ki:-1<1 "! ad•l.i tl0:1£>.1 pa y •~n t but not very much . 

Q Do y 01l exp ec t tha t th~re r ill ~e any nrosecu~io:'l ? 

TH~ f':'> "'S~D""" ' "T - :'-C, ..l .:, • . ... : \'/ell , t i1at ls a t h l nL that t }: e l awyers 

Lc.vc ._:ot t " t~l.l yo~1 ~ r. t l.e 1 nti.i vi5•Jnl cas e~ . 

Q :.:r . Preslde n";, cnn J0U tel l :ie , have you de t e r ·11ned 

whe t r.e r c•.ny l ee:;l s l a ttc n wil l b e nec es snry? 

THE P~.SIDEi!':' : llo 'quecti.on hut 1'1tH t t l.-: re vrill ha ve t ? 

be l e t;lc l nti :.m. 

THE PRESIDEi!T: llell , t h ere ough t to be sor~ e in t h is s es-

sio!"l in order to plur; ob vious loopholes for t ho se 

cases t:1at, so f a r , have been turned up . But , every 
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day that goes by they are t ur ning up new types of 

cases . The big question , of course , is the mor al 

issue . If Cong r ess passes a tax lavt in good faith 

and triea, with the help of its experts because , as 

\'Je all know, they have all kinds o f ex-perts at t a ched 

to t he t wo Cor.ul ttees on t!'le Hill ".nd t hey t r y to 

t h ink of every possible loophole; if Congress passes 

t h e act in f'.'Ood f o.i t h and then somebody co::~es along 

a nd throue;h t he e.id of high- p riced l A.wye rs discovers 

s~~e - invents - it is no t discov ers them but i nvents 

not , ev~n if it is n l eGAl tti n[? Th;.;.t is tte bi"' u 

quest ~on . 

i.t !.:r. F r•es i <"ient , cnn t!·.ey tnven t a l o0!:>hole if it is not 

t ;. , '"'e? .. l" - . 

T:iE ?RSSID.Si;r : Yes . T t • ~ . t' t . _ tl.n.~ .':o ~s fat r ter::l . I will 

t.:i -;e you a si!t::_->le exnl1!)le use6. in onE: or two papers 

yacht tl:D.t c0sts i ir:1 o. hunn :-ecl. t housand c1olle.rs a 

year t o r un . Obvi o~tsl:,· , t he yacht i s for hi s o\'m 

personal enj oycten t and the Con :::i ttees of Congress 

natu r ally suppose that he wil l nay f or the upkeep 
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o f the yacht ou t o f his own income. Now, i s n 't it 

a n invention i f tha t man incorpor a tes hi s yacht and 

t urns over t h r ee mill i on dol~s of securitie s to 

the yach t s o t ha t the ya ch t i s t he owner of three 

~illion nolla r s of securities? I sn ' t tha t an inven-

tion? Sure it i s . I t is a v e r y 1~noral inventi on . 

Une t :.ica l i s ano t h e r te r m yo:.~ coul d apply to it.-

Then t he c orpor nti ·:)!'11 ou t of the d1vid enc1. s on t he 

s ec uri t i e s orme<.l. by t1:e cor po r a t l on or owned b y t h e 

yac:-.t bac:( t'J thr O\'.<ne r of the ye.ci-,t for a hundr ed 

,-?llo.rs a year . I: 0EY~ the fepreciatlon on the 

.. ,.,, c,~ t .... ""' .. 
-v•c. •• c .• 1L 

nc sa;,: 1 f.~fty ti:<:>usnn•i. ti ollar c r:hich other \'Ji se he 

r:., ult"t i:.av c: !1Hil-. to t;le G·::>Vernr:~ent because if he bad 

run t::e yac:-.!. :·.i ·:1c.elf i.e could :10t ;,ave c:_et!-lct ed the 

ere\'! 1 ~f t~c- f •wl , of 

t:·.e depreciat~:>n ~u;~'l so on . 

Q. Hns t h e r e oecn n.n actual t::..ce;e of 'c!i r, t klnd? 

TH::: P~5IDE~:T : Yes , H:-1<-, t:1c r c \'!Hl oe e. lo t !:!Ore . 

~ ~bo is it? ( Lau~llter) 

Q '.'{111 that lnf om a tl on c?:::e: t J lic;h t as t o \'/~o does t ha t? 

.. ----- ~ • ..- ' •• - ... ,,......., -- .--..., -. _,._, --= .,.,.,., ..- --~---- ~ 
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THE PRESIDE!~T: I think undoubtedl y . Of cour s e , t hrough 

t he pro~er investigating authorities. 

Q You are not ready now? 

THE PRESIDE::T: Certainly 1t i s n.:>t up t o me t o publish 

the nnmes . :aut, if t .1ere i s an investlga tion and 

there is any substantiAl demend fo r it , the names 

v:lll con e out . 

Q Can you [:;1 v e us any l dea l'.S t .J wr.en yo u \'till r.1ake any-

thine public? 
' , 

TP~... PR-k'SI D-"".· ·, ml •, 1- tc t 11 I ~ 1 , t 1 - canno , ·e you . am arra_ c. o e-ve 

:Y.ny tiate, but !'nirly soon . 

~ N~t u:~: : · 2fter YJU r eturn frJ~ Hyde Perk? 

':'n: PRESim::,lT : I CAnno t tell you; I d.)n 1 t D'l"H': . 

Q, Hn e ti.c Trea s ul'Y Gi Yen you nr.y e s t.!. :.1nte 'Jf the a c:-f:;re-

cnte (• ... l:> unt ~f 
• • • t) s uc:1 aYnHtance . 

jus t scrn tched th~ s11rfnce . In otte r ~"ords , t1;ese 

1nvest1L·u t lons Lave te~n confir.ec1. to ,.,;,n t ;:tl c·:l t ~e 

cullE:-•l o :~ 11ple cns es in simple Internal Revenne j urls-

dictlons . 

Q I t does r un l11to bill ions? 

THE PRESIDEi lT: Oh , undoubtedly . 
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Q Does 1t apply to Social Security taxes o r simpl y t o 1n-

c ome taxes? Ther e have been reports --

TH£ PRESIDE::T: Yes, that i s one of the methods of evasion. 

Q I s t hi s an entirely new practice , or when was i t first 

d iscov e r ed? 

THE PRESIDE::T: Ap~ntrently it h~:~. s b een i ncrefl.si ne; in the 

l nst , ~e l~R~S , ten o r f ifteen years . It do e s not re-

l a t <1 t o nny :•:=tr t i c ulnr l <=t\'t ')!' any particular law. But, 

<.'i.llri nf the ' f\S t yeP.r, t i1e TJract ice see:!ls t o have a c-

cel e r eted. - t!::-. t is a ve r :· ::1ild way of !)ut t lnf' i t . 

So t:·.n t it i s :-:uv: j ust t .:> :r.e p oi nt r:here s o:ne t hine; 

ou(;'!:t t ·J be done a~ou t it . 

Q Ea s 1 t b een ri.iscus sed ··!1 th t h e i nti.i v id'.tnl . t tU:!layer? 

- HE ~""'SID- .. ,.. f . r n !!.. =-•· . ! ::o ; i :. i1asr. 1 t ;::o t t o t~1at s t e. f!:e . 

~ Anythint t ~ r,a.y a.bout tne s i tue.ti :m m t he r el ief bi l l 

i l" t h e Ho•Jse? 

'fEE FR£:3:mr:::':' : ·,·tell , I r_-uess you pe-.:>ple lt:·.o 1•· t: .e s l t ua.-
' 

t i :m Just as ~·:ell R S I do . I thin;< the only t l:ine 

\. 
t he.t can b e s a 1d 1~ that l"e do ha ve t o dif fe r entia te 

be t ween a r elie f i.ill ::1nc a p ubli c \·:o r lts i)ill . F:rob-

ably a. r;r ec· t ma ny of t he s e ~ nd i vidua l cases c.re: golne; 

t o b E' strni (.'i1te ned out a nd wo r!~ed out 11. t~:e House 
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before we get t h r ough. At the p resent t i me, with all 

the various 11r.tita t1one that have bee n put on , it 

means , 1n effect, that the five hundred and five mi l -

lion d ollars t:1at have been earmarked vJoul<.l take 

a0011 t a hundr ed t housand p eop le off the r elief rolls 

Cl:!.. rectly, ~·!he reae . U.e s a;:1 e a~ount of fund s exp ended 

t !,r ougi:: WPA r1ould. p r •)Vi de fo r eupl oyment of six hun-

<.lr ect a nei. thl !·t y t housand .!.)80:!Jle. I t hink tha t is 

t.:ie : :0s t ea s i l y underst?~K1. r e s ult of en.r ma r l<:.ing . 

? Ot'Q IDt'' ·r-.1. • . ~... - '· . 

THE ?HE:. .:3I DE.:ii~ : i·f(> ; : 1~enn fi vc 1Ji.lTll1red. a nc1 t h irty t hou-

S£>.nc1 fer:e r . T '. .. i l 1 r e!)et•.t 1 t. Tlte five ;·.um>.r e0. e.nd. 

!'~ V<=" .i l li:>r:s \':ou~u t..i ':e ei.lE>l oyn ent to only e. hunlirecl 

l)eo.~le . T;ier eforc , that one i t eu a l one \':0ul d. cut 

dorm the t o t a l nunber of peO!)le fro11 the r elief r olls 

by fl ve !1UnCi r ed an<l t i1irty t hous and. 

I 
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Q Are you t;oing t o confer with the bloc lee.ders? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think they all under s tand it . As t o in-

div1dual pro jects , I will talk to the;, about it if 

they want t o talk about it. 

Q Have you e iven any attention t o the Food and Drug Bill 

which has reached a state of sus!)ended ani:nation? 

THE. PRESIDENT: I cJ.on 1 t ~-:nor1 the s t atus ; \'!here 1 s it? 

Q. With tJ-.e House Suoconrn i ttee r..nd there ee ei·.1 s to be a 

cli f fe J•cnce of opi~1 i.·Jn bet•xe( n the Foud ant>. Drug Ad-

''1 t ic'· r·t't"~ ·>n•' t ' c -. , ' ,.,r<>1 Tl'" ·e •"'o" · ~ s"'i"n ...... l .... l; r.·. - w.. """loo• , i • t t!V . .., ..:;. ,...._ t ... t._ ....., J t J_ .: _, • 

r""'"'" ...... --""- -)~ ··-
.!. ~ • • ~ r.~v .... ::. ·- : 

I - I (' "' --
t i . .:. :'1 C 1 C:? 1! I l t , 

D .... .. ,, · ,, I"'' 1 r . .. ... - ; .., 
J ... i ' ...... -- t. , '·"" ~ .... ..: 

,, ' ')1.:. , ... "'' t' 
--! • -· ... 

~ .. -· ' - )'' .. ,_ ..... • i ..... . .. • 
..... -.J•- - . • • - ' 

,.,, ' ,.., , .. - . .. .. . 

C\'e~.,- nor:.1ro.l 

Q. Ac th ~ b ll :!. i:: r:rltten r.on? 

~ ~111 yJ~ send a ~es sa~e? 

I 1:..; l i eve t~; C; re ' s so:·te-

- (' i C' 1 ... ' ' .-. "l ') - L __ .. • ......... ~. t.:·e :>rl!l -

. ·r~ n'· .,.. .. · ; 1 1 ? (,;) ....... c-. -J .. ___ . 

~c '1'~ a r es · · t; - - .. (.. • ....c.. • ._. I 

•- !1,.., :tct~ ? 
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THE PRESI DEt1T: I don 1 t know. 

Q Do you expect to have furthe r t a l k s with Congr e s smen on 

the relief situation? 

'IHS: PRES!D:!:i:'l' : I cannot tfl.l~ ct t h thel'l all. I t hi nk t he r e 

E·.re one or t wo no\"/ t a l kint:: 1 t over w1 th various peopl e . 

Q. You do not e>..!Ject to send any messa[e ? 

TI-:E P?..E.3ID~:.;?: i!o . 

Q Do you ex9e ct to confer d t h a ny Conc;ressi onnl lfiaders 

'-'11 t hi s tnx ev.n.sion :!lat te r i n th .=: next few it;~. :; s ? 

TI::.: FR.SSI ::>=:i :':L : I >.ave , al r eady. 

Q. Senntor iit> r rl.eon anll Ci·,a ir:.w.n Dou: ·:-. t on? 

·.r - CS . < 
~ nave jO'J. as::-:.e,· ti.e Interior D~:>art. Cl:t for c. S;')CCific 

re:'O!'t r et;r..re.l.n:-_ vnriou n official anc: unof-~'lcial i n-

'l'_HC: P""."' i:'~T- Dt:'_:r. r-_ ,• T t • 1 1 t' G 1 t' ~ "' 1 c· - n.: .. _ :i_,_n.·: r.e overn0r e.rr •. e s "_::: ;.1 .r n n~ 

-
: n,l nl e•j Dr . Gruen in~.:: .__; t~11 n:~ t 11f:r"' _'.".'On 1 t 1:e any-

n::.: FRE~IDEI:T : iol.) t e. r:ri tten r e!)Ort . I t nl kec1 t o tJ-.e 

Secre tary of the I nterior abo u.t 1 t . 

I t h ink in t h e t a x eve.si ~m stor y , one t h i ng ought 
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t o be made pr etty cl ear a nd t hat i s t hnt -tr.is ki nd or 

tax evas i on pnys onl y fo r peopl e i n t he ve ry , very 

hi eh bracke ts ann does not apply to the ve r y great 

!!laj orlty of lncor.~e tax ~Hyers . 

j or1 ty e re a:,sol utely honest and file a1)6-:>lutely 

l~onest rt:·t\;.rns , flscul returns - put tt thEI.t ·::ny . 

T:.ose '.'!'hO ev:~t1e co:mr lEfJ f!. very, ver~· s.1:1.ll r,roup 

•. . ,., .. "t' ' i .. ' 1'1 , , .... J.~ · J "'"" · t,;.· "" l.d .. J! a_ .... ., 

!lll t:·.~o; 

•• · 1" ., . v I . ._ l" 
) ... . . I.. l.tc, ... .. ··" 1,... ;~ t. 

Tc--- \:. (" 

--- . - ·· - --- .. - ' - -·· --·- -. Oi. , : c :~:: E 
;, :... J .. 

•.; ··' . 
• _,.... • ~ 1

'" • '''" \ r C · .. ) Lo ..... t-: r , a"' ... , t l' ' .. 
::r Vt ; • .. : r c ::a l ..: ... , l )' ·' c-

" ' . ' 

.. u , • i . .:"ve ::o t: : .r)c ~ ' • . , . i>L···· t \"r• r. < 
'" '-1 - -J o \, • .. ., • 

., .. ,.,,r ••• G ... r~ . J.. '..- u . : ... 1" ..... . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Press Conference #371 
White House Executive Offices 

June 4, 1937, 11 A.M. 

THE PRESIDENT : I am awfully sorry we got off to such 

a late start this morni~ . 

Q Mac must have been telling you stories ? 

THE PRESIDENT : Even Mac came over this morning and told 

me stories . I just could not get started . I do 

not think ther e is any particular news. 

Q Tell us about your conversatton with Senator Robinson 

last night 'J 

THE PRESIDErlT: He t old you_about that? · 

Q Not in very great detail . 

THE PRESIDE~~T : I do not t hinlc there i s any particular 

information that he did not give you. Let me put 
I 

it this way: If I were writing the story I think 

I would stress what ha-s been stressed i n some of the 

papers where it happens to be t he f act and in sor.1e 

of t he other paper s it does not happen t 0 be t he 

f act . Al l you people down here were all right , but 

on the Hill they wrote the story yest erday afternoon 

that the court reform had been abandoned . Of course, 

that · is plain silly . None of those stories came from 

the r.hite House correspondents. But , i n regard to the 

40 
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rest of it, this is a question of court reform 

and court reform not only ought to be considered 

but I think it is going to be carried through 

without question. That goes all the way up or 

down, froD the District Court to the Supreme Court 

and vice versa . 

I think we have seen things happen in the 

recent past that the country as a wliole understands 

very well. In other words, the coW1try sees the 

forest and a lot of people in Washlngto~ are all 

busy seeing the trees instead of the forest. We 

had an illustration last week showing the need of 

court reform. The court, going away the second day 
y -
of June for four months , decides in four different 

cases that very. very impor tant matters to the 

Government -- to the people of the country -- have 

got to go over anywhere from six or eight months to 

perhaps a year and a half. The TVA cases, where we 

had a very important program held up, that again 

is put over until Lord ~nows when. The PWA cases, 

where, a·s I remember it, we had had something like 

six decisions, all favorable, in the six different 

circuits -- none adverse -- instead of deciding the 

thing they decided to hold arguments on it some time 

/ 

.. ~ •.• iiffi'., r r:"' 

40 
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next fall or maybe next year befor e they get t o 

it. 

Then there were the Social Security cases , 

wher e both s i des had asked f or a decision . It is 

v ery important f or the whole count ry. That wc.s 

put ov er until next yer. r . 

Q (Fred Fss::. ry) What c~se , s ir, was that? 

THE PRESIDFNT : The SEC -- not Social Security. 

And, nf cour sE> , somebocJ:r- t <o l JrE-·d about the. 

I.l feet . I ch(~ cker. tH.• 011 1.hc :::tat._tt e: 
' ' -

... . -
~1 "'!~ ;.g 

summET r~c r::s;,es . T '1. ~::> ine c. v..c-. y , t h"'Y ~·ut ovE-r they 

f or itself . 

Then you hav e got another subj ':'ct rF-lttJ.Il!r t o 

_, 
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court reform and th~t relates to the docket of 

the lower courts . Well , of course the Supreme 

Court has always been looked on , not so much by 

statute but partly by statute and partly because 

they have an inherent right t o help the lower 

court s keep up with their work -·- hc..ve been looked 

nn as sort of a father of the lower courts . Yet 

w~: hove one or two situations at the pr esent time 

where we ar e eettine no hel p at e.ll -- the Gov ern­

ment has been get t ing no help . There is , for 

example, thr.t f t,mous alWl'inu.m case . As you know, 

111 thbt case we started suit in the second circuit 

~nri a Judge in the third circuit eistrict - court 

enj oined the Government . The or der ~as made fi na l . 

\~'ell, under the law, ther€ seems tc be no method 

except to carry th.G.t up through the cir cuit court 

of appe&ls t o the Supr eme Court . Under the norma] 

run of luck, we might get a decis i (.r• a year from 

now . Met>nwhilc, n v ery 1-m.pe-J>-tant u1ti-monopoJ y 

suit ls held up . Of course it cculd be cured by 

legislF.tion, but there is no suggestion from t he 

highest court in the land that that kind of thing 

be remedied • 
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The people do want court reform. They want 

cases in some of the district courts t ried within 
I 

a r easonable length of time, inside of a year or 

preferably six months . Today they cannot be t ried 

f or three yea r s . It works against t he poor man. 

I n other words , taking it by and large, the desir e 

of the country f or court reform is going through . 

There is no question about that 

f orest . 

and that t s the 

Q At this session of Cot~ress? 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes , sir; I think so . 

Q Do you prefer the idea that they dig in and go through 

-instead of a r~cess dur ing the summer months? 

THE PRESIDE.NT : I don ' t lm ow anythi ng a bont that . It is 

entirely within their discretion . I have not heard 

anything about that . 

!.( (Philip Pearl) How about the !l'J..mber of judges as pr o­

vided f or under tr.e or iginal till? 

THE PRESIDENT : That again i~ trees . You are t a lking about 

trees and I am tnlking about the f orest. 

Q What kind of trees? 

THE PRESIDENT: Phil Pearl, tree expert, first cousin to 

Governor Davey . 

Q (Fred Essary) 
. 

There has been some discussion --
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Senator Robinson last evening gave the impression 

that a two addition compromise might be acceptable 

to the White House. 

THE PRESIDENT: Again you are speaking about trees. 

Q (Fred Essary) I beg pardon? 

THE PRESIDENT: Trees -- I am talking about court r ef orm 

and you are talking about trees . 

Q Let us talk about trees. (Laughter) 

Q How many trees mnke a forest? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT : How old is Anne? (Laughter) I don ' t 

thir~ that there are any more messages that I know 

of going to the Hill . Now that is a real piece of 

news . I n other words, I have not got anything else 

on my desk . 

Q Mr . President , referr j ng t o your message yesterday on 

planning , flood control and power : Will that hold 

up in any Vlay the flood contr ol pr oj ect s s.lready 

authorized? 
-

THE PRESIDENT : Oh, no . It ha s nothing to do v;ith that . 

412 

Q In other wor ds , the pr ogram goes through without refer ence 

to the planni ng agency? 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes . Of course the only qualificat~on to 

that is thi·S: As you know, we have on the statute 

books at the present time - - oh, I have f orgotten t he 
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figure --didn't "! say the other day that there 

are about two billion dollars of authorized proJects 

of all kinds in the country? Well, of course a 

great many pr ojectswhich are authorized in large 

batches for years ahead never do get any appropri­

ations . We all know that . That· depends entirely 

on each succeeding Congress because after a thing 

has been on the authorized list for four or five 

years , the Congress may decide to go ahead or it 

may decide not to do anything about it. 

Isn't "successive" a better word than "succeeding" 

for Congress? 

PRESIDENT : ~-e-s, if you want to put it that way . 

Q Have you received the resignation of Admir al Wiley 

from the Maritime Commission? 

THE PRESIDENT : No. That is a brand new one -- never 

heard of it. 

Q There have been many reports abroad that there is a-
• 

statement due from the stgnatories or adherents to 

the tripartite monetary agreement concerning gold . 

Do you know of any statement coming up? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not a thing. 

Q Any change in the gold policy? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not at all. 

' 

• 
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Q There seems to be something of a panic in London 

today, ba sed on the report --

.371 -8-

THE PRESIDENT: What is it, over-supply or under-supply . 

Q A great deal of gold is coming out of hoarding -­

about one billion --

THE PRESIDENT : f would not worry much about that gold 

situation . 

Q Has the Executive Order of PWA with regard to relief 

labor been repealed yet~ 

THE PRESIDENT : No . The bill has not been reported out 

yet, has it . 

Q No , it is still in committee~ 

Q Did Senator Robinson discuss the legislation with you, 

sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q Has the President a legislative program now? 

THE PRESIDENT : I think he told you about · it last night . 

Q (Mr . Young) That would be all right, sir? 

THE PRESID~NT : Yes, that would be all right . 

Q To go back to the National Planning Bill: What is its 
• 

relation to the St . Lawrence Wat erway and Quoddy? 

THE PRESIDENT : That is a pretty br oad question. It 

depends entirely how they set up these planning 

commissions . I don ' t know whether the St. Lawrence 
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Waterway would come under the Ohio and Great Lakes 

or whether it would come under the Eastern Seaboard. 

In other words, it is one jump ahead of the game. 

I don't know. But it would have nothing to do with 

the treaty with Canada, of course, because these 

are only planning commi ssi ons and that would be only 

a planning commission. You see, of all these agencies 

that are proposed, there would only be three -- really 

only two -- that would have any administrative 

functions at all . One would be the TVA in that area 

and the other would be the Columbia Basin when the 

Bonneville Dam Bill goes through . Another is the 

existing agency of the Mississippi Valley Commission. 

Q Are you referring to the House Bilf as distinct from the 

Norri s Bill when you say that? 

THE PRESIDENT: To tell the honest truth, I have not read 

either so I cannot answer the question . 

Q Would the bill cover Quoddy? 

THE PRESIDENT : Only the planning . 

~ Have you anything t o say on the use of helium by foreign 

nations? 

THE PRESIDENT: Only the report of last week which I sent 

up to the Hill. Has anything happened up there? 

Q Not that I know of. It may have, but you have nothing 

t o say now? 



) 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

KR. RUSSELL YOUNG: Thank you, llr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: You can put the lid on tomorrow at 

1 o'clock. I am going down the river and will 

be back Sunday evening -- just down the river 

and back. 

Q From here? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, from here. 

: 
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