CONFIDENTIAL
Press Conference #387
Executive O0ffices of the White House

August 6, 1937, 10.40 A.M.

THE PRESIDENT: My, Russ, you are handsome this morning.
MR. YOUNG: The same to you, Sir. We did not get any chiggers,

either. (Referring to inspection trip of hospital sites.)

THE PRESIDENT: No chiggers? You were lucky. Which site do
you like best?

MR. YOUNG: Wait until you go down to Fort DuPont. That is
best. When are you going over?

THE PRESIDENT: I will drive out next week if I find a spare
hour and a half. I thought I could do the whole thing
in one morning.

MR. YOUNG: Yes, it takes too much time. Of those two sites,
Foxhall Road looked the best of the two, the one nearer
the city.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, it is nearer.

Q@ That is pretty small.

MR. YOUNG: 8ixty-two acres is plenty of room, I think.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there 1s any news. I'm goling
to leave, unless something happens between now and
11.00 P.M., for Hyde Park and come back Sunday night.

Q Do you care to say anything, Sir, about the District tax
bill with the Tydings-Miller rider attached to it?




THE PRBBIDEHT: It has not arrived.

Q You don't care to predict?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Can you give us the subject of your talk the other day
with two members of the National Bituminous Coal
Commission and Mr. West?

THE PRESIDENT: The principal topic was the procedure to
cover them in or bring them in under Civil Service
regulations like we are doing with the HOLC.

Q Will that require some legislation?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Did Mr. Hossford inform you, Sir, that he had tendered
his resignetion as a member of the Commission?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Have you received assurances, Mr. President, satisfactory
assurances tﬁat crop-control legislation will be passed
sufficient to justify a resumption of commodity loans?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Not yet? _

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Can you tell us of the visit this morning of the Attorney
General?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, just talked over a number of things.
Nothing specific.

Q Mr. President, are you in sympathy with this move in the

Senate for a Special Session in October?




THE PRESIDENT: Isn't that up to the Senate?

Q You can be in sympathy with them. (Laughter)

Q Mr. President, the flood-control allotments for which
the golden triangle at Pittsburgh and other flooded
sections are anxiously awaiting are still among the
missing. Can you tell us where they are?

THE PRESIDENT: Last night, I think it was about half past
five, Just before I left, we tried to find the papers.
Strictly between ourselves, that is. They may have
been found during the night but I haven't got them on
my desk. They are aroﬁnﬂ somewhere.

Q@ Are you sending to the Senate soon the nomination of the
successor to Judge Molyneauxof St. Paul?

THE PRESIDENT: What is that, the district out there?

Q Yes.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I have quite a number left to fill.

I hope to fill most of them but won't guarantee to fill
them all.

Q Have you completed your study of the Interior Bill?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. It is still here. —

Q There was a report from London this morning to the effect
that a loan of 100 million dollars is being prepared
to be loaned to China, and this report said that J. P,

Morgan & Company had been given part of the loan or

were trying to get themselves in on the loan.

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to ask the State Department.
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Q To return to the District Offices Bill, will you follow
the usual custom of sending it out to the different
Departments to be read?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes; it is somewhere now. I think
Danny Bell has 1it.

Q A large number of Americans are reported to have enlisted
for service in China. 1Is the Government going to permit
them to fight in that war? There are over 1,000, I think.

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to ask the State Department.

Q Are there any reports on the Far Eastern situation?

THE PRESIDENT: Ilhaven't read the reports this morning,
but at 11.00 P.M. last night there was nothing that
had not appeared in the papers.

Q Are you considering calling the Senate into session the
day after adjournment to consider the Supreme Court
appointment?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no; that is easy.

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President.




CONFIDENTIAL
Press Conference #388
Hyde Park, New York

Sunday, August 8, 1937, 12.30 P.M.

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. How 1s the behavior at the

Nelson House?

Q We were a little bit late for church, but got there juat'
in time.

THE PRESIDENT: For the last psalm? What more do you want?
Did Ernest (Lindley) sing well? He has a lovely volce,
you Know.

MR. MCINTYRE: Starling said that we missed one number.

THE PRESIDENT: One number? (Laughter)
MR. McINTYRE: I meant No. 276 in the Hymn Book.

P e . T

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I have even got a lead for you.
There isn't a thing. I don't know of amything. I simply
haven't got a lead.

Q Are you going to inspect this Post Office site again?

THE PRESIDENT: I think I will go down there this afternoon
if the rain lets up. I want to see it.

MR. MCINTYRE: The architect of the Treasury (Mr. Simon) 1is

up here. I told him that it would be about 3 o'clock

or a little after.
THE PRESIDENT: I think so, 1if it does not rain.

Q Are you planning to have anyone else?




THE PRESIDENT: No.
Q Are you planning to go back tonight?
THE PRESIDENT: I am expecting to call up in five minutes.

I talked last night and things seemed fairly quiet.

I cannot tell you anything about the Japanese-Chinese
situation but, off the record, it looks like negotia-
tions are continuing.

MR. McINTYRE: It looks comparatively quiet according to the
press dispatches.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, all I have is what has been printed
this morning. It is fairly quiet.

MR. McINTYRE: I think, to be perfectly honest, we all hoped
you would be a little indiscreet on the great issue
this morning.

THE PRESIDENT: (Laughing) I slept awfully late. I have only
had a chance to glance at the headlines, that is all.

I have not even read Arthur Krock this morning.

Q Nelther have I.

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't read Mark Sullivan this morning.

I haven't even raadltha candidate for 1940, Dorbthy
Thompson, this morning.

Q Do you think you will be able to drop in at the dinner
at the Raleigh Tuesday night?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; I have not heard ygt.

Q Any chance that you will stay here until Tuesday night?
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THE PRESIDENT: No, it i1s a question of tonight or tomorrow
night.

MR. McINTYRE: Do you think you can let me know within an
hour or two? It is a question of train movements.

THE PRESIDENT: I will let you know by one o'clock. But I
could not write a story myself. Generally I could
write a beautiful story.

(Some discussion about the possibility of a

swimming party)

MRS. ROOSEVELT: I don't think I will be able to go and

look at the Post Office but I will meet you at the

swimming pool.

THE PRESIDENT: I will probably be there and 1f the sun
comes out I will go in myself.

MRS. ROOSEVELT: It will be very nice to have all of you

who want to swim.
(A 1ittle discussion, social)

THE PRESIDENT: Wasn't there somebody else I was going to
see? d

MR. McINTYRE: It is this fellow, Bober (Sam Bober of North
Dakota). I think it would be a quite nice thing if you
would see him for a minute and then have somebody else

show him the farm.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I will.
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';@ MRS. ROOSEVELT: Poor Ackertis very anxious to know about

the Home Club meeting. Every time we go down to
Hyde Park, he asks me about it.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know how we can possibly give them
a date.

MR. McCINTYRE: You can, right after Congress gdjourns.

THE PRESIDENT: Tell him we will give him a date as soon
as Congress actuhlly adjourns but cannot do it until

w

then.

Q Are you planning to come up here in September?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. There are fiftythings I
can do and I haven't got the faintest idea, and I am
trying not to think about it until the time actually
comes.

Q They are talking about the 2lst for ad journment .

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and they talked about the 1l4th and

also about September.

(Mrs. Roosevelt spoke about a boy who wanted

to get into the newspaper business or become

| a sailor)

THE PRESIDENT: There are no regular hours in either occu-
pation. The only difference is that in the Navy they

have 4-hour watches and you have 24-hour watches.

Q We have 24-hour watches and one hour of work.
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Q In the Navy you get low pay, but you get luppnrtuﬁ.
THE PRESIDENT: You are sure of eating. '
MR. MCINTYRE: We all know that General McCoy and his

wife are coming up for dinner. Are there any other

guests?
THE PRESIDENT: Just neighbors.

(Social conversatiung

'~ MR. McINTYRE: John 0'Donnell wanted to know whether the
neighbors included any mayoralty candidates.

THE PRESIDENT: No.




CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #389
Hyde Park, New York
August 9, 1937, 2.45 PM

(Mrs. Roosevelt was present for the
first part of thls conference.)

l Q (Mr. Trohan) Thou canst not shake thy gory locks at me and
say that I did 1it.

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't read your story yet.

MRS. ROOSEVELT: I think 1t is a question of good imagination.

THE PRESIDENT: The trouble is that a good imagination 1s all

right as long as it does not affect me, but when 1£ af-
fects me, a good imagination 1s a serlous thing. Wash-
ington today 1is buzzing because the UP story on the wire --
I hope it dld not come out of here but of course 1t must
have come out of here.n Steve (Early) ticks up, "United

| Press says, 'President Roosevelt has put the New Deal

behind the candidacy of Jeremiah T. Hahoney, New York

City's Democratic nominee for Mayor, today. The actlon

ceme in a semi-secret political conference between the

President and Edward J. Flynn, Party leader of the Bronx.'

Newspapers make much of the fact that Flynn's visit was
unannounced and that he was discovered to be a Presidential

guest, et cetera." The UP statement may be okay, but I
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think you should know 1t. It goes strong =-- much beyond

the Lindley and other stories published today."

I bellieve Senator Copeland has come out with some
kind of a reply.

Now we will come down to what I fead this morning,

which was Ernest Lindley's story. I will read 1t out

loud. It is a serious thing. I think there has got to
be a showdown, a statement from you fellows who dld it,
or a statement from me. I read the Post story: that 1s

all right.

I am golng to read Lindley and comment on 1t as I
go along:

"Hyde Park, N. Y., Aug. 8 -- Edward J. Flynn, Demo-
cratlc leader of the Bronx and of the Roosevelt wing of
the Democratic organization in New York City, conferred
with President Roosevelt here today."

Lie number one, he did not "confer".

" Neither the President nor Mr. Flynn would say any-

thing about their talk."

That is a statement and 1t 1s a lle. You never asked
me.

"In fact, some effort was made to keep Mr. Flynn's

presence here a secret."
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The effort was made by bringing him down in my car
to a place you were all going to be. That was the effort.
That was a lie just as was the UP ato¥y. The same holds
true, 1t Jjust 1s not true, Ernest.

Q (Mr. Lindley) Mr. President --

THE PRESIDENT: 8So far we have had three of them.

Q ﬁMr. Lindley) Would you like to glve me a chance to reply?

THE PRESIDENT: Let me read some more. Let us see 1if there 1s
anything else in 1t%.

"But as to Mr. Flynn's purpose, there was no occa-
gsion for doubt. As in the 1833 Mayoralty campalgn, he
is again secking intercession of the natlonal adminis-
tration in behalf of the Roosevelt section of the Demo-
cratic set-up in New Yorkx City 1n a campalgn agalnst
Mayor F. H. LaGuardia."

If that 18 based on anything that happened yester-
day, 1t 1e a lie and, obviously, it does refer to what
hapoened yesterday. There 1s not one word of truth in
1t. He (Mr. Flynn) sought no intercesslon.

Then 1t goes on about what happened in the past
(The President looked over the rest of the article),
and of course the headlines follow the lead of the

story. Don't blame the headline fellow, they are
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merely Just as bad as the story. All the rest is about
what happened before and about Mr. Flynn and Mr. Farley
and Senator Wagner. That is all. But there are the
first three sentences.

Q (Mr. Lindley) Well, Mr. President, the word "confer" i1s cer-
talnly open --

THE PRESIDENT: Don't quibble; "the word 'confer' i1s certalnly .
open". When I told you that people were coming on a so-
clal vislt I told you the truth and I told you the whole
truth. I sald that peovle were coming on a soclal visit.
Ed Flynn's family and his wife and boys are all out West.
Ed, who was all alone, came out for a social visit and
that 1s all there was to 1t. I will tell you off the
record, and this has got to be off the record during the
entire conference, he was talking about his family and
varlous things. The only thing I sald was, "Ed, when in
God's name did they declde to make the switch from" --
what 1s his name?

Q Whalen?

THE PRESIDENT: "Whaten to Mahoney?" "Oh," he sald, "that 1s
a long story. They got a headache and Grover got cold
feet because the Falr people- told him" =- this 1s off

the record so don't use it -- "the Falr people told him
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that 1f he ran in the primaries he would have to resign
as head of the Falr and he wanted to stay on the Fair."
That was the beginning and end of any discussion
about the Mayoralty campaign. I sald, "Ed, will you
tell me why Grover got out?" And he said, "He got cold
feét; he wanted to keep his Fair Jjob and he found he
couldn't." Now, that was not a conference. We did not
confer. That was number one.
Now, number two, you go ahead.
Q (Mr. Lindley) Well, what is the next statement there?

THE PRESIDENT: '"Confer" 1s number one. Number two, "Neither

the President nor Mr. Flynn would say aﬁything about

thelr talk." Did you ask me? D1d anybody ask me?

Q (Mr. Lindley) No, sir; I think you would probably have some
ground for criticlsm there.

THE PRESIDENT: You stated the thing as a fact.

Q (Mr. Lindley) We made an effort to get in touch with Mr.

“Flynn for some time last night and I conferred with my

office before I wrote that story.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't see how you got, "Neither the Presi-
dent," that the President would not say anything about
that talk. That is Just a plain lie. Now admit it --

do the big thing and admit --




Q (Mr. Lindley) Very well, sir, I will admit it, but I -hnuld:fj

like to point out =--

THE PRESIDENT: "In fact, some effort was made to keep Mr.
Flynn'e presence here a secret." I took him down and
showed him to you.

Q (Mr. Lindley) Mr. President, when we were up before lunch —-

THE PRESIDENT: I sald, "Several people are coming," and some
nelghbors did come and Ed Flynn was one of the neighbors.

Q (Mr. Lindley) You must know, sir, that Ed Flynn, from our
point of view, 1s not Jjust whatever he is to you. He 1is
also a political figure.

THE PRESIDENT: But I told you it was not on politics: 1t was
soclal.

Q (Mr. Lindley) If you had said Mr. Flynn was coming and that
i1t was soclal --

THE PRESIDENT: Don't quibble again. I told you that a great
many people, people who have vafiaus kinds of signifi-
cance,rare coming here for a soclal visit. There were
literally dozens of people who were here and who have
newspaper slignificance. But thgy came here soclally
and I did not tell you who they were because they were

only here soclally. Ed Flynn came here on a soclal

viglt and only a soclal visit.




Q You 4id not tell us he was coming here at all.

THE PRESIDENT: You don't know who the other people were. You i
don't know now who the other people were, the people who
came here last night. But they have no news importance
because they came here soclally. Now you come back to
the game o0ld story. I won't tell you about anybody who
is coming here and you can go out and watch the gate 1f
you want to go back to that kind of thing. I have not
misled you. You get the news, but I stlill insist if I
want to see God Almighty soclally, 1t 1s soclal news and
not political news. ‘

MR. McINTYRE: Thie is all off the record.

THE PRESIDENT: This ie all Just between us. There 1isn't any
story. But I am golng to fiﬁd out what you are golng to
do about 1it.

Q (Mr. O'Donnell) Speaking for the (New York) News, I should

have a considerable share of the blame that is thrown on
Ernest. I was the one who spoke to Flynn in the car and
I talked to him about Jeremiah Mshoney. I was surprlsed
to see him there and I walked over --

THE PRESIDENT: If there was anything secret about it I would

not have taken him down and shown him to you.

Q Our source of information is to ask Mr. McIntyre and we do
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ask him hpecifiaally if anybody 18 coming down of news
importance. He knew only of John Mack.

THE PRESIDENT: I saw several other people of news 1lmportance
but théy all came soclally.

MR. McINTYRE: What was 1t you asked him, John?

Q (Mr. O'Donnell) I sald, "How 1e the Prophet Jeremiah going
to make it in Manhattan?" And he sald, "Don't you worry;
everything 1s all right for Mahoney."

THE PRESIDENT: Well, how about the UP?

Q(Mr. Harknessj Just for myself, I wrote that story as Steve
(Early) relayed it back. I wrote 1t as I saw 1t. If I
was wrong, I was wrong.

THE PRESIDENT: We have to do something about it. What are
we going to do? What do you suggest? Here the UP and
the Herald=Tribtune are gullty of starting somethlng which
happens to be completely untruthful, with all sorts of

.things popring as a result of 1t. I don't think 1t 1is
up to me to wrlte a story, "fhe President denles." It
1s the same o0ld game, "The Preslident denles," "The Pres-
is accused of beating his wlfe and the Preslident denles
that he 1s beating his wife." Now, how are you golng to
handle 1t? You cannot put the denlial up to the Presl-

dent.




Q May I make a suggestion?

THE PRESIDENT: Remember, Ernest (Lindley), this has happened

before. "It 1s reported" or "it is assumed". I know

your difficulties. You have to turn in so much stuff a

day. When you have no news you are still supposed to
turn in so much news. I appreclate your difficulties

but what the hell can you do when there 1sn't any news?
You know, I can lock the gates. What are we golng to

do about 1t in the futuréé We are golng to be here quite

a lot from now on.

Q (Mr. Lindley) I am under no compulsion to write news for my
paper. As a matter of fact, I trled to pass the whole
Flynn plece back to our office in New York. I called up
and sald that he was up here but I did not talk to him,
that I did not see him because he was at the Post Office.
I have kept in some touch with New York politics and I
have not gseen Ed Flynn personally for several months.

I have talked to any number of people who have seen him

and others and I think I know a little about what he

would get from the National Administration through Jim
Farley, which 1s what most of that story 1s about, and
the fact remains that Mr. Flynn is a factor in New York

Clty politics and his visit to you is a matter of extreme

newe ilnterest.
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THE PRESIDENT: Not a soclal vislt, when you were told before
. that it was a soclal vislt. There 1s no news interest
in 1t then unless you fabricate news, which 1s in direot
cnntraventiﬁn of what I told you.

Q As I recall what was said‘yesterday, you sald that there
were nelghbors coming.

THE PRESIDENT: Two people here yesterday came from across the
Connectlicut line. They had to drive further than he dlad.
Somebody elee came all the way from Ulster County.

Q I am not criticizing that terminology at all but, neverthe-
less, I think thils whole thing, wlith all due respect,
would have been averted had you told us that Mr. Flynn
was coming, because we have a keen Interest in his pres-
ence here --

THE PRESIDENT: I will tell you why, because 1 saw a great
many people soclally about whom you would wrlte a story.

MR. McINTYRE: In that particular instance, if I had told you,
you would have written your story Just the same.

Q Except for the secret part.

Q May I suggest that Mr. Flynn set the scene by saylng that
1t is Mahoney all the way?

THE PRESIDENT: That is no tie-in.

Q Some of us thought so.
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't know what he sald out of the car. I
haven't the faintest idea. There 18 no tie-in there.

Q It was the mere physlcal closeness. F

THE PRESIDENT: As a matter of fact, he shifted to his car
afterwards and 1f he wanted to say anything, it was per-
fectly all right. 1In view of what I sald in the morning --

Q (Mr. Lindley) May I poinﬁ out that there was nothing in that
story that puts you in the position of taking any action
at all or any position in the New York City campalgn?

THE PRESIDENT: Don't quibble, Ernest. Be gencrous and say,
like the UP, that 1t was a mlistake, the whole thing.

Q (Mr. Harkness) I beg your pardon, I sald that I wrote it as
I saw 1t and 1f I am wrong, I am wrong.

THE PRESIDENT: That was all right. He wrote it as he saw 4t

and he 1s sorry. '"Conferred with the President," that

tles 1t in with me. He conferred with me on something.

"The fresident would not say anything about his talk."

That 1s obviously a tie-in with me. Again, as to his

visit here, "An effort was made.to keep 1t secret." That

ls another tie-in. There must be a reason for keepling

it a secret. "There was no occasion for doubting the

purpose of the vislth" -- that 1s another tie-in.

Q (Mr. Lindley) I certainly don't like to be taken over the




coale by the President, but I really --

THE PRESIDENT: Well, if you have a perfectly clear conscience

about 1t, all right. I will then know how to act in the
future. What are we going to do about the stories? I
st1lll haven't the answer from you. Merely saying that
the President denled it does not go. That 1s the old
adage, unfortunately used too much. I would like to see
somebody say, "Thls assumption was not true. This assump-@
tlon was not based on any fact and it became perfedtly
clear today that the visit was a purely soclal visit,

as the President sald it would be."

MR. McINTYRE: That would be like committing hara-kiri.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. In other words, I would like to see some
newspaper edltor or some news assoclation admit they are
wrong, absolutely. I have never seen it happen except on
gome very, very few occaslons 1n the past. If 1t 1s nec-
essary, I wlll come out with a statement, but I will have
to tell the story.

Q@ I don't think, sir, that I could agree to make such a state-
ment without contacting my New York office because I am
pald to tell the story as I see it.

THE PRESIDENT: I understand. You fellows are placed in such

position very often. Every newspaper man is. We can talk

'l




about 1t in the family and off the record. I can appre-

clate what you are told to write.

Q (Mr. Harknese) I was not told to write that. I would like
to keep the UP clean on that polnt.

THE PRESIDENT: There are lote of occaslons -- we were not
born yesterday.

Q (Mr. Trohan) Somé of us wish we were.

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q (Mr. Trohan) A few of us wish we were born yesterday.
(Laughter)

THE PRESIDTNT: Well, what are we going to do about the situ-
ation? It ie broadcast all over Washington at the pres-
ent time. Copeland is making answers and the Lord knows,
I suppose they will begin answering from New York and, so
forth and so on.

Q@ (Mr. Pearl) There is one difficulty in the situation as I
see 1t.

THE PRESIDENT: " I did not read your column.

Q@ (Mr. Pearl) liine was worse than Mr. Lindley's.

,MR' McINTYRE: He went down, too.
Q (Mr. Pear¥l) This may not have been true yesterday. As you

say, 1t was not true. But, as you know, we are watchlng

things develop around and as they develop I would get to




THE PRESIDENT: And therefore that makes 1t legltimate --

& (Mr. Pearl) I don't say it 1es legitimate, but if we say, of

believe certain things in connection with political situ-

ations and, of course, what may not have been true yester-
day may have beén true the day before or may be true to-
morrow. If we say nothing of that sort was done, when we
know that certaln gentlemen may be running for a pollti-
cal office, or we know or think that certaln gentlemen

are running who may not 5& looked on with favor by cer-
tain members of the Administration who may reflect your

attitude, naturally we wlll go strong --

our own volition, that it was completely not true, our

office says, "Everybody knows he is not in favor."

THE PRESIDENT: But then you have to be very dumb or very

Q (Mr. Lindley) Since we are talking in the room, may I say

crooked, one or the other,

one thing more? I tried to point out that soclal visits
often do have political significance. I reczll dlscuss-
ing the lNew York situation and how Ed Flynn felt and what

was golng to be done in this campalgn in view of the fact

that in 1933 Jim Farley had come out, and that sort of
thing, and the answer I recelved was that you had had

quite a time keeping Ed Flynn in a happy frame of mind
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in 1933 and would have this time --

'THE PRESIDENT: I don't know who you might have had an answer

from but, anyway, I would say that you are barking up a
decidedly wrong tree.

4 (Mr. Lindley) It is a tree I found qulte solid.

Q (Mr. O'Donnell) Speaking of what is the next step to be done,
what would be the reaction to the average New York City

‘ reader who plcks up the newspaper andé feads this morning
that Flynn saw the President at-least at lunch and spent
a few hours with him and then he reads, tomorrow morning,
that 1t was strictly a soclal visit and that the question
of politics never came up?

THE PRESIDENT: ﬁeii, 1t didan’'t.

Q (Mr. O'Donnell) Admitting 1t 1e true and that 1t dld not
come up, what is golng to be the reaction? 1Isn't he go-
ing to say, "What 1e this that I am asked to read in view
of the fact that Flynn, after all éhe excltement in Tam-
many, still goes up there?" What would be the reaction
in the mind of thc reader?

THE PRESIDENT: What would the reader say 1f he plcked up the

newspaper tomorrow morning and reads something llke thls,

that the President unfortunately found 1t necessary to

take some of the writers over the Jjumps yesterday 1n
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regard to the wholly unfounded stories that went out

without any basis of fact from Poughkeepsle, the story,
for example, in the New York Herald-Tribune, the storles,
for example, in the International and the UP, that they
were made out of the whole cloth?

Q (Mr. Durno) Internatlonal, did you say?

THZ PRESIDENT: You are all right; I meant Universal. George,
I apcloglze, you are éll right.

Q (Mr. Trohan) We are not saying anythlng.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, your hands are clean.

MR. McINTYRE: Merecly as a suggestlon, how would a statement
from Ed Flynn tonlght serve the purpose?

THE PRTSIDENT: There you get denlal. You come back to the
same old story, denial.

Q@ As I understand it, this is all off thz record.

TH® PRESIDENT: This is Just a famlly gathering to discuss

waye and means not only wlth respect to what happened
vesterday but with respect to what 1s golng T2 hapoen
in the future.

Q (Mr. Trohan) I have an interest in the future because I

would much rather spend my time in the tap room than

at the gate.

THE PRESIDENT: I might have a refrigerator put in the box
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out there by the gate.
But there you are; what are we going to do about 1t?5
It 18 not very encouraging; of course we haven't any i1deas
How about it, George (Durno)? You are nlﬁ and wise in you
generation. |
Q (Mr. Durno) I don't want to be in the position of making any
suggestions when you are discussing somebody else's story.
Q (Mr. Trohan) We have to worry about the future, George.
Q (Mr. Durno) It seems obvious you are disburbed and annoyed --

THE PRESIDENT: It is not Just a case of being disturbed and

annoyed, but you started something on a story that is
not true. In other words, there are columns in all the
newspapers based on an original, not misleading story,
but an utterly false story. That ies not good newspaper
work. That is not news. If you write a story that I do
gomething and 1t 1s madé out of the whole cloth, abso-
lutely out of the whole cloth, as this 1s, and you get

a discussion of that story for a week, that ieg not news.
None of 1t is news. Not only the original, but every-
thing else that follows. It 1s not news and you are
supposed to be writing for the newspapers, wlth emphasis

on the "news" and not the "paper".

Q (Mr. O'Donnell) The original cause of all this was the act
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of Mr. Flynn coming up to see you and being with you at
this partiocular time when New York City politics were in
the particular situation they are 1n now. It 1s the

bringing together of time, the 1ndlvidual, and the olr-

cumstances.

THE PRESIDENT: I told you beforehand that everybody that was
coming was coming purely on a soclal visit. They all ar-
rived at lunch time. I did not see any of them until we
came together in the dining room. After lunch we all
went down into the big room. There were about nine or
eleven and we sat and talked there until a quarter past
two, and then I sald, "I am late, I have got to get down

to Poughkeepsie." Then I came up and as I came up I

sald, "Eddie, by the way, if you are driving down why

! don't you drive down with me?" You know how long 1t

i' takes to go from herel to Poughkeepsie. We talked about
l his family and then that Whalen thing.

Q But his presence here could be construed as a politlical as

well as a soclal act.
THE PRESIDENT: I told you he was here soclally.
Q I have no recollection, sir, of your saylng -- you just sald

that the neighbors were coming in, but not having mentlone

Mr. Flynn's name -- you did not make any reference --




THE FRESIDENT: I also told you that there was not any news
then and that there would not be any news. Now I would

not have given you a bum steer. I have never given you

any bum steers of that kind. I would not have deliber-
ately gone out of my way to say that they were just
neighbors coming in soclally.

Q (Hr. Lindley) To speak very frankly, sir, you have the po-
1itical right and everything else, as Chlef Executlve,
to see anybody privately if you wish to do so.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, but I have the political right as Chief

Executive to ask that the news stories be at least 90%

correct. I have a right to protest when they are 100%
wrong. So there we are.
Q (Mr. Trohan) Keeping it on a legal basle, I have to put an
A exception in that for Colonel McCormick.

MR. McINTYRE: Exception noted.

THE PRESIDENT: You are a joy. You never got into that, but

I have seen some of your stuff.

Q (Mr. Trohan) I am glad somebody noticed them.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I know an awful lot more things about

your lives than you think I do. Why wouldn't I? And 1t

does not take away, in any way, from my affection for

the group of you. I know what you are up agalnst. It




s darned tough in many, many ways.

Q (Mr. Harkness) If my story was wrong, it was not wrong be-

cause I was up against smything tough. I could have writ-

ten very easily and probably satisfactorily to the United
Press for the morning papers that the President prolonged
his stay for the day. That Flynn was down. I 4id 1t be-
cause I had two New York morning papers, one covered by
Lindley and the other by John (O'Donnell). The Flynn
story was relatively unimportant out in the country. But,
on the other hand, where I do have New York newspapers,
the Sun and the Telegram, which have no special corres-
pondents, I thought that was my story to write.

THE PRESIDENT: That was "President Roosevelt has put the New
Deal behind the candidacy of Jeremiah T. Mshoney, New
York City'e Democratic nominee for Mayor, today."

Of course you know another thing, and that is that

I have been pretty scrupulous to keep out personaily and

in every way from this New York Clty thing. I sald

"yery scrupulous", Ernest (Lindley) to the contrary not-

withstanding, because he is of the frame of mind of want-

. ing to do what is called a polite word, "agsuming". He

"gagumed that because in the 1933 campalgn I 4ld not take

part in any shape, manner or form, and he "assumes" that




because E4 Flynn is a friend of mine and did this and be-

cause Jim Farley, Chairman of the Democratic National

Committee did that, that I was behind it, which actually
did not happen to be so. It 1s an assumption that is not

based on the facts of the case and in writing stories, of

course, 1t comes very nearly down to the practice of col-
unnists and interpretive writers who assume a great many
things that are not based on fact. All you have to do

ia to read columnists' stories out of wnahingtoﬁ. Two-
thirds is assumption and when you start to write news |
stories interpretively, the way Ernest has to and the way
John sometimes does, 1t 1s a pretty tough proposition not

to do 1t on assumption. That i1s why the newspapers today --
I know the country and some of you do too -- that 1s why

the newspapers are losing the influence they had ten

yvears ago and they are doing 1t largely because of in-

terpretive storles that do not hold water. Some day
somebody is going to run a straight newspaper and peopid® |
are going to eat 1t up because 1t is stralght news wlth-

out interpretation. That is not your fault. It 1s the
fault of the owners and managers of the papers. It is

not your fault at all. It 1s Jjust a phase that journal-

1sm 18 going through and unfortunately during that phase
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1t 18 beginning to lose 1ts effectlveness.
Take the Hearst papers; thelr advocacy or opposition

to any policy today is not worth the paper 1t 1s written

on because the Hearst papers, through many, many years,
have blown hot and cold, ana'cld man Hearst today -- he

1g in his dotage -- knows he has guessed wrong, not ﬁnly
this time but a good many times. He is losing his in-
fluence and his papers because of the policy of hls papers.
The ecirculation went down and down and down. Phil (Pearl)

knows that. It does not pay in the long run.

Q (Mr. Lindley) That is the question I railsed in the story,
whether Mr. Farley could particlipate in the Mayoralty

campalgn without having it interpreted as an endorsement

of the National Administration.

THE PRESIDENT: Do you have to be interpretive?

|

|

|

‘ Q (Mr. Lindley) In 1933 you did not make any statement --
| THE PRESIDENT: I made half a dozen in that campalgn.

|

Q (Mr. Lindley) To say that you were keeping out of 1%, but

Jim Farley made a strong endorsement.

THE PRESIDENT: Jim Farley at no time and in no way sald that
I was in it in any shape, manner or form.

Q (Mr. Lindley) It was interpreted --

THE PRESIDENT: I made the simple, flat statement that I was
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ﬁot in it in any way, which happened to be true.

Q (Mr, Lindley) But Jim Farley knew the effect of that endorse-
ment and that 1t would be so interpreted.

THE PRESIDENT: And I suppose some of the ward leaders did too.
Lots of people did all kinde of things. Some ward leaders
interpreted 1t one way because they thought i1t would help
them, and other ward leaders interpreted 1t another way
because they thought 1t would help them. But you can't
pln that on the White House. The trouble with assumptions
of that kind is that they are so often wrong that the pub-
lic catches dﬁhto the fact that the assumption 1s wrong.

s

Q (Mr. Lindley) When I say, "assume", I have a fact to base it
on.

THE PRESIDENT: And you have been wrong an awful lot of times.
in your assumptions, Ernest.

Q (Mr. Lindley) I may have been, but they are not based upon
sheer imagination in most lnstances, I can assure you.

THE PRESIDENT: No, somebody told you something, buzz, buzz,
buzz. What 1s the name of the fellow that writes Mallon's
column? Is it Ira Bennett? What is his name?

Q Ira Bennett is with McClure. It must be Baukhage.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, Baukhage was better than his predecessor

but that 1s . not saying a hell of a lot. Things that
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purport to be news stories ought to be, in my judgment,
about 90% right. That is as far as you ocan go on the
percentage.of error. On Baukhage's and Bennett's col-
umns, a ocareful check shows that they are somewhere
around 40% right on the average. Of course, that is
terrible. It is just destroying the press, absolutely
destroying the press.

I think that probably the best thing to do, 1f you
cannot think of anything else, 1s for me to give out a

statement, semi-humorous, about two or three of you.

Q (Mr. Harkness) I'm afraid I won't appreciate it. I'm afraid
it won't make me laugh. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: And phrase it along the line that two or three
of the bcyé at the Nelson House yesterday afternoon went
haywire. That is the only way I can think of dolng 1%.

Q (Mr. 0'Donnell) The thing to be driven home in the mind of
the reader is that neither before this date or at the
present or in the future, during the campalgn, will the
White House or the President take any part in the New
York City Mayoralty situation. That is number one.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, put it that way; that is all right. Let

me give you some example about the future, between now,

and November. You know, I live up here and I never voted




in New York City in my life. I am keeping hands off this

campalgn, completely and absolutely. Now, here is an ex-
ample of things that may happen. 8Suppose, for the sake

of argument, that LaGuardia comes down to see me. Now, °

there is every reason in the world why LaGuardia should

come to see me between now and November. There are three

s LB e

reasons: The first 1s his allocations for WPA money. It
is obvious that he will come down for that. Number two,
this Housing Bill, if it goes through. He and Post will
probably come down and see me together on it, if the

thing goes through.

Now, somebody probably will write a story that he 1s
coming down on the Mayoralty campaign. It won't be true.
Another thing which may bring him down is the fact

that he 1s head of the Conference of Mayors and, as occu-

pant of that position, would want to talk about housing
| and WPA funds. There 18 no political story in any of that,
but it is awfully hard for you fellows not to write 1t

that way.

Now, Jersmiala Mahoney 1s a very old friend and I have
known him for years. It is perfectly possible because

Jerry Mahoney on the AAA -- not the German thing because

he was on it long before the Nazi thing came up -- he may




come down to see mu'nn the games, et cetera, because I am

awfully interested. But there wouldn't be anything po-
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litical in that.
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Suppose Grover Whalen were to run. Grover Whalen 1is
head of the New York Fair. I have to see him.
Ed Flynn is United S8tates Commissioner of the Fair.
He will be down to see mé again on that. He will be set-
ting up the Government exhibits. He has three million |
dollars to spend.
Q (Mr. O'Donnell) Why wouldn't it be a proper part of the state-

ment to say that LaGuardia will be down to see you, that

Jeremliah Mahoney might be down, and that i1t 1s quite pos-
glble that Senator Copeland wil; be in to see you on the
Food and Drug Bill, and that there would be no political
-Eignificance in any of these visits? That would be a
etatement.

THE PRESIDENT: But I cannot phrase 1t in the form of a denlal.

Q I am afraid it must, in some form or other, sift into a
denial.

THE PRESIDENT: No, attack -- sift into an attack. It has got
to be in the form of an attack. In other words, instead

of being put on the defensive by you, I have to lay the

blame on you. It is very unfortunate but necessary.
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Let me try my hand at it and see if I ocan work out
something that is semi-humorous.

Q Without names, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: And I will try not to make it offensive to
Walter and George. Thank you for tthe kind words.
(Laughter)

Q (Mr. Trohan) If you put me =--

THE PRESIDENT: I might start it this way: "Walter Trohan sald
this morning" =--

Q (Mr. Trohan) You had better put "Mr." in front of 1it.

THE PRESIDENT: "As Mr. Trohan told me this morning, they had
a good time in the Nelson House tap room and here 1s what
happened. "

Q (Mr. Trohan) Red light for the expense account. I would
hgve to put in there two hours for the time you spent
caitigating the press so as to make up for the walting
time of the cars. That would be at three dollars an
hours, which 1s dollars.

Q (Mr. Lindley) For myself, Mr. frealdant, I would say that I

| would be delighted to be one of the targets for your well
established humorous gems but I think, from the viewpolint

of serlously getting results out of this for the purpose

you want to accomplish, it would be well to do what John




suggested -- give some partioculars of the fact that you

are keeping your hands off, that LaGuardia will probably
have reason to come to you between now and November, that
Jeremiah Mahoney may have reason to see you in line with
his AAA activities, that Copeland may have reason to come
in to see you, but that, so far as the New York Clity May-
oralty campaign is concerned, you are going to keep com-
pletely clear of 1it.

THE PRESIDENT: That does not take care of the error. 'Let Mac

put his mighty mind to work on it and we will see if we

cannot work out something.

Q You are not going to rely on Mac for humor?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, he is the softest hearted fellow in the
world. If 1t were Steve -- Stave>:tanﬁ1ng on his ear.
You are lucky you aren't there. You are awfully lucky
it 1s Mac who 1s up here.

MR. McINTYRE: I have been afraid to call him (Mr. Early) on
the phone.

THE PRESIDENT: Steve can hardly talk straight this morning.

Q (Mr. Oliver) Meanwhile, the very fact that this conference
was held is off the record?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, sure, keep it off the record.

I am trying to think of some other news. If 1t stops




raining, I am going for a swim.

Q (Mr. Trohan) You can turn this press conference over to Sam

Rosenman for publication. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: 8Sam Rosenman hasn't been down this time.
You know, 1t 1s funny about this book that Sam and I i

are editing in five volumes. It has been golng to the
printer and the make-up of the book so far has conglsted
of not one word of writing. We have Just been using a
lot of glue and a palr of shears.

Q (Mr. Trohan) That is the way I write my stories.

THE PRESIDENT: And Sam 1s golng to come down the next time I
am here and we are golng to do the forewords.

Q Have you pracfiually got the whole Job finished?

THE PRESIDENT: All except the fill-in. There will be little
introductory notes or explanatory nnfes at the bottom.

For example, there will be a message to the Congress with

a note at the bottom saying that this relates to such and
such a Bill., It is somewhat difficult to do because 1t

takes a lot of checking up on the records.

Q I can think of only one thing and that is, "Thank you, Mr.
President."

THE PRESIDENT: Mac, what time do we leave?

MR. McINTYRE: Twelve midnight Daylight.
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Q (Mr. Harkness) While this press conference is off the record
I would want to call my editor in New York, Enrl Johnsgon,
and tell him about it and that there will be a statement
of some kind coming out later on. |

MR. MoINTYRE: That there may be.

Q (Mr. Harknees) There may be. I would want to do that and I
think I should.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, you can tell him you were not alone in
making assumptions.

Q (Mr. Harkness) Yes: of course they read the morning papers.

Q (Mr. Durno) Are your reports from the Far East of any slg-
nificance?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing that has not been in the papers thls

but, of course, the fact 1s that there were no Chinese

troops in Peiping and it was an undefended clty, there-
fore 1t does not seem to create much change in the situ-
ation. That is all they had. .There were not troops there
and therefore they have not interfered in any way with
thé legations. I think it 1s Just as tt was yesterday.

Q (Mr. Trohan) George (Durno) and I will have to be listening

morning. There was concern over the occupation of Pelping

all afternoon to what they could have told you. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I think if anybody wants to swim thils




afternoon, 1t will be fine if they will come over. |




CONFIDENTIAL
Precs Conference #3290 |
Executive Offices of the Wnite House

August 10, 1837, 4:05 P.l.

Q@ The Dean 1s missing today.

THE PRESIDENT: Vhere is Rues (Equﬁ;}?.

& On his wvacatlon,

-

THE PEEEIDEHT:I (@0 n—1ady correspondent) Have a chair.

Q Pro ten.

& Trying to hide sometning, I guess, like the Oulji
Board,

tried to swap the Quijl 3ocrd for a dunce can,

&2
—

cut Fred would not

.oy}

& (liss Fleeson) Hello, Steve, I am r1lad I did not go
to Hyde Park, aven't you? (Law hter) Ve got a

nal. (L:—‘H_lf'htl"_.‘l")

THE PREZSIDENT: It 1= elil right; I am oing to hrve one
of those nhotogranhers apain,

Q (if1se Fleeson) Thet 1s right: I an vulnerable. I
take 1t all back. I forgot.

Q@ That 1ls our Club victure.

THE PRESIDENT: I am going to have it at the next

Gridiron dinner. (Laughter)




MR, DONALDSON: All in.
THE PRESIDENT: I am told there is no news.

Q lir, President, does that Morgan's Saturday Evening Post

story on the T.V.A. represent the Administration's

nower policy? Do the views exnressed in that story
renresent -=-
THE PRESIDENT: I did not even know, I anm sorry to
written a story in the Saturday Evening

iything osn the visit of the Civil

THE PRESIDEIT: e talked about varisus -- 1nts of thinpe.
It wae ceneral discucsion about the civil service
1te exteneion ns faygt as nogsible.
Inward, outwar® and downward,

-

< Al the lines of the “ubject you diccussed with the Coal
Cominlesion?
THE PRESIDRMNT: Same idea, yes.
you tell us anythines a-ont your cornference with
Senator Harrison on sugar?
THE PRESIDENT: Only in ﬁiscus;inr the general vrotlem and

having Interior, Agriculture and Stote un there this

afternoon, before the committee mseting, to dlscuss it

* further,

Fd
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Q@ Can you tell us what you are golng to take up with Senator

Black at this conference this afternoon?

THE PRESIDENT: ‘hat wné 1t ﬁe wanted?

IR. EARLY: Agriculturé.

THE PRESIDENT: Agriculture.

& Have tie Southern Demnocrats offered t» use their influence
with the Rules Commlttee to et out wages and ﬁours

legislation 1F you will rive them a cotton loan?

THE PRESIDE!IT: I have nnt heard of it.

@ It is a good idea.

THE PRESIDFHT: T did read comething sbout it in the vaper
this morning.

<4 Hnve any terms been reached or are they in sirht on sugar
lepislation?

THE PRESIDENT: MNo:; still talking aout it,

@ Can you tell us what you tﬁinh thet Senator Harrison's
sronosed comnromlce?

THE PRESIDFNT: Y¥ou see, he has not had it drafted., I told
him that I would be very flad to study what he hed on
naver after they talked ttié over thles afternoon.

Q Have you anythlng on cotton surnlus control?

THE PRESIDENT: No.
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Q Have any 1deas been advanced at all?

'THE PRESIDENT: Not yet, not since I got badk; still talking
about 1it.

Q Have you considered former Justice William Clark of New
Jersey for the Supnreme Court?

THE PRESIDEIT; You» old Clubmate? (Lauchter)

Q (lMr. Post) Clubmnte?

THE PRESIDENT: BSure, 2111 Clark was in the Fly Club.
Didn't F?UIEHOT that?

Q& (Lr. Post) I tnow he held Prohitition unconstitutional.

THE PRESIDENT: Bure, he wac a memier of our Club. (Laughter)
It 18 all »ight,

& Do you know what reaction the Briticsh and French w-uld have
to tlhie nroposed leace of destroyers to Brazil?

THE PRESIDEIT: I don't know. Of course, sne thing »n the

lease of destroyers to Brazil that should be emnhasized:

ct

in the flrst nlace, the destroyers are abeolutely out
of date and, in the second vlace, tiiey are intended ourely
for training nurnoses,

Q@ kr. President, can you tell us what wvasg r1-Iirrc'-.t.t?:?i::d at your

meetine with lir. Ickes this afternoon?

THE PRESIDENT: Iir. Ickes and I and the Director of the Budpret
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held our second sesslon 1n going over firetrap school
houses. In golng through the 1list in two sessions we
have had un to now, we have gotten down through -- let
me see, what 1s the next gtate?

EARLY: liissouri.

THE PRESIDENT: liissouri.
What did you decide?

THE PRESIDENT: We have o.%.'d a great many. Thic is the

firet going over of the list, glving apvroval only to
those schoolhouses which, in accordance with whet lir,
Rayburn said on the floor, as you vill remenber, -=-
wvhern the blll went through 1t was enid that this first

- -

money would be ueed for grante to2 those school dlstricts

vhere the schools have turned down or where the schaols
renresented a serisus fire lLhozard and at the same time
the local communitlies could not afford, without povern-
ment ald, to renlace them. low, that 1e on a renlace-

ment basis., It does not seem that there wil®! fall under

that rule, let us say, the gs0d s21id brick school

houses in the comnmunity which have ilnadequate flre escaves

or wooden stalrcases, because those obviously are what

might be called renair jobs, things that amount to only
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a few hundred or a few thousand dollars at the most.
The Government is not in the business of giving grants

for repalrs and betterments to structures which are

fundamentally sound and could be made pnerfectly safe

by the exnenditure of a very small sum of money.

What we are doing, 1s o.k.inc the anplications
where the bulldlng is a firetrap, not only beyond
neradventure of a doubt but could not be made safe and
woul? have to be renlaced.

e are going throursh thls list, that is the first

thing, and »nrobably after two more sessions, wve will

have comnleted all of the examinationsg of that oarticular

tyne of PWA oproject. Then the list will be ¢iven out.

Q2 Yhere did you get the 11sts? Were they sent in by the
States?

THE PRESIDRIT: They were sent in by the different districts.
I should say, off hand, that eo far we have annroved
about half the »rojects that we hove been asked for.

@& Can you give us a rough 1idea of how much money willl be
involved in that?

THE PRESIDENT: I could not, no.,

Q@ Is that the 1list of bulldings that was furnished as a

government document?




THE PREBIDENT: What 1s that?
Q That 1list was furnished as a Government ducumﬁnt, was

it not, some months ago?
LY

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know.

Q@ By "half" you meant up to Missouri?

THE PREBIDENT: Yes.

Q There 1s a report to the effect that PWA has taken the
stand that the California earthquake schools do not
come under thls emergency. Have those been thrown out,
do you know?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I think I have approved one or two in
California; that 1s, where the.huilﬂings cannot be
strengthened or repaired so that another earthquake
would undoubtedly topple it over.

Q There are some of thosge?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, there are some of those. I think I
approved a couple last week. They would come under the
same category as a fire hazard that could not be cured.

~ Q Has there been a suggestion in the War Department that
what troops we have in China should be withdrawn?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Is it true that Mr. John Biggers of Toledo 18 to be named




to the Chairmanship of the Communications Commiession?
THE PRESIDENT: No, I have not taken up the Communications
Commission thing at all. 'Mac (Mr. McIntyre) gives me
two or more suggestions every day that I am going to

take up in the course of the next week.

Q Do you expect to fill those vacancles before Congrees

adjourns?
THE PRESIDENT: I think so.
Q When Luther S8teward and Jacob Baker came through here, they
sald you were golng to send to Luther Steward's Convention
a letter setting forth your views as to the organization
of Government employees.
PRESIDENT: I will try to have 1t for you this afternoon.
Can they have 1t?
EARLY: Mr., Steward will release that, when 1t is ready,
to the Convention. They handle 1it.
PRESIDENT: That is right. When 1s the Convention?
EARLY: It 1s the first week of September.
PRESIDENT: Do they want i1t held up until then?
EARLY: Yes.
PRESIDENT: All right.

Q@ Is there anything else you wanted to say?
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THE PRESIDENT: No. I said to both of the other gentlemen,

Rhiwe
f EE% Mr. Baker and Mr. Ryem, that this covers the situation
for all three organizations.
Q You made some statement to us some time ago as to your views.

THE PREBIDENT: Well, 1t follows that line.

Q Nothing to add to 1t?

THE RRESIDENT: No.

Q Any word on the District Tax Bill yet, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: It hae not come to me yet.

Q It appears that the gold inflow from abroad is virtually at
an end. Can you tell us whether any consideration is be-
ing given to a study of the gold sterllization program?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I have not heard anything about 1it.

Q@ Have any of the New England Governors been in touch with you

about flood control up there since your talk with Governor

i Croes?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not had anything. There may be letters
in this afternoon's mall that I have not seen yet.

Q How about Senator Copeland -- (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Ask the boys who were at Hyde Park with me.
They will tell you. (Laughter)

‘Q Will you tell us anything about your conference this morn-

ing wlth Becretary Wallace and Marvin Jones?
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THE PﬁEEIDEHT:' The same o0ld thing; the whole erop problem.
Q Anyfhing on loans?
THE PRESIDENT: No. The only thing I said on loans was that
'I used the 1llustration which I could use with any of you.

For instance, I could say -- suppose Earl (Godwin)
came in and séid to me, "I am making ten thousand dollars
a Year now but I waht you to lend me a hundred ;hnusand
dollars."

Q (Mr. Godwin) Fine.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, right. I would say, "That is fine, but
I don't know whether on a ten thousand_dollar salary,
I don't know whether you are good for a hundred thousand
dollar loan." And he would say to me, "I have got an
awfully good prospect of getting a twenty-five thousand
dcllﬁr Job in next January." Well, I would say, "Have
You a contract?"

He would then say, "No, I have a hope." And I would
say, "As much as I love you, I cannot lend you a hundred
thousand dollars on a hope." :

Now, that 1s a pyetty good 1llustration of my position

at the present time on crop loans. I cannot make a very

large croo loan not only on cotton but on corn, hogs and
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maybe wheat, because of declining prices, on the hope that

next January there 1s going to be some kind of better

securlty behind the loan than there is today.

I have used that 1llustration a couple of times this
morning. I think 1t i1s probably the easiest way to ex-
plain the difficulty of making crop loans without a
positive assurance of the jJob next January.

Q Mr. President, to whom did you use the illustration?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, to Marvin Jones and I am going to use 1t
to Hugo Black this afternoon and (Laughter)

Q What did Mf. Jones say?

THE PRESIDENT: He sald, "Well, I don't blame you."

Q You sald that you could not make any large croo loans., Could
you make a small one?

THE PRESIDENT: The same thing applies. It would not be Jjust
a hundred thousand dollars; that would be a small one but

it 1s Just as dangerous.

Q Mr. President, do you have in mind, perhaps, a Democratic
caucus by the membership of both Houéas?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; I haven't heard anything.

Q What would you regard as a satisfactory assurance?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, suppose the other fellow starts that

X ; . :




instead of me. In other words, I am in the position of

thq lender. It 18 up to the borrower to give me the ase-
curity.

Q@ In the Earl Godwin analogy, what is the solution? 1Is it
ecrop control?

THE PRESIDENT: I think we have got to come to it, as I sald
before; only, so not use the words, "erop control". Use
the words, "crop surplus control", because 1t 1s a bit
more accurate.

Q Do you want a contract with the farmers?

THE PRESIDENT: Don't let us get into Supreme Court declsions.
(Laughter) Now, there is an interesting point: In those
declsiong they sald you could not make a contract with a
rarmef.

Q You could make a conditional grant.

THE PRESIDENT: But they sald that you could make a conditional
grant. There was some language to the effect that you
might make it a conditional grant. It was a conditional
condition. In other words, 1f they were free to accept
something later on, on certaln performances, they would
get the money.
thought they sald that an outright grant was constitational

but that a conditional grant was unconstitutional.
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THE PRESIDENT: Marvin J;neu, who knows his Constitution, saild
that they made the distinction between the contract and
the conditional grant. 8o you had better read the deoci-
slon over again. It is beyond me. I cannot see much dif-
ference between a conditional grant and a contract, but,
if the conditional grant is the constitutional way of do-
ing 1t, 1t is fine.

Q You discussed the attitude of the Court then with Mr. Jones?

TﬁE PRESIDENT: Oh, sure; I asked him about it.

Q May we infer the Godwlin parable as meaning that there would
be no loans until the Crop Surplus Bill has been passed?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. In other words, using the same analogy,
the next move 1s Earl's.

Q The next move 18 that of Congress?

Q Do you intend to hold out on hope for the farmer untlil I get
a twenty-five thousand dollar a year salary? (Laughter)

Q Mr. President, I am afrald some of us falled to understand
your answer. Your position 1s that there wlll be no loans
of any slze --

THE PRESIDENT: Until we get adequate security.

Q And the security must be something more than a promise that

a law will be passed?




THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q@ In other words, the security will be the passage of a law?

(The President did not make any verbal answer, although he may

have nodded his head.)

Q Has a gentlemen in Mr. Godwin's position made any proposals
to you that they thought might be accepted as assurance?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet.

Q QR_I understand you to say that there would have to be a
control lawg before there would be any loans made?

THE PRESIDENT: Either a control law or let me put 1t thils

way == no, I don't think 1t 1s a good way of putting 1t --

a bank acceptance. If there was some definifte assurance --

I don't know of any yet that they can give.- That answers

your question., If I could get some definlte assurance
that would be so clear that I could lend money on 1t, that
would be all right, but I do not know of any proposal that
could be made that could be considered an adequate endorse-
ment on paper.

Q You mean no member of Congress --

THE PRESIDENT; How can a member of Congress, how can an in-
dividual or two or three individuals guarantee what the
Congress fill do in the future? I don't see how they

can do 1it.
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Q Are you going beyond that and say that they cannot guarantee
what the Court will do after the law is passed? (Laughter)

Q The upshot is that nothing but an act of Congress would pro-
vide adequate security?

THE PRESIDENT: That is the point, Fred (Essary). If somebody
could, by some method, furnish adequate assurance, that
would be all right, but nobody has discovered it yet.

Q. What about the caucus. Couldn't you work it through a
caucus?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so.

Q If there is no legislation before January, there would be
no loans before January.

THE PRESIDENT: That is right. Isn't that right, Mark? I
haven't seen Mark (Sullivan) for a long time. I see him
through the crowd -- I see the top of his head. He 1s an
old farmer like myself. (Laughter)

Q Have any estimates been made by the Commodlty Credlt Cor-
poration as to what that might entall -- how much money
would you have to pay out if you did make these loans now?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Have you received reports from any of the Government de-
partments as to possible savings 80 as to enable you to

formulate any conclusions?




THE PRESIDENT: I have not asked Danny Bell yet. Will you
remind me? I will ask him that question as to what he

has had in reply to his letters. I don't know.

Q@ Thank you Mr. President.
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I have anything this morning.

Q Anything new in the crop loan movement?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard anything since yesterday.

Q@ When did you 'declde on Senator Black, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there is any news on that. I
cannot tell you how I made the declislon, but don't go
out on a limb.

Q How did you manage to keep that so secret? 1In other words,
serlously, the story about it 1s that you wrote the nom-
ination with your own hand.

THE PRESIDENT: That is right.

Q@ Would you mind telllng us something about that?

THE PRESIDENT: It is a very simple procedure -- not telling
anybody.

Q Did you short-circult your staff, the clerical staff?

THE PRESIDENT: Absolutely.

Q Did you short-circuit Senator Black too?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no. (Laughter)

Q Did Steve Early know about it before his prese conference?

(Laughter) That is the question I wanted to ask you yes-

terday.




THE PRESIDENT: That 18 why I am late for the conference this

morning. B8teve and I have been telephoning éhuh other.
(Laughter)

Q Mr. President, there have been published reports that you
are thinking of pressing for a Constitutlional Amendmunt
on the Supreme Court problem. Is there any truth to that?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Have you made up your mind as to whether you will sign or
veto the District Tax Bill?

THE PRESIDENT: I have got 1t in my basket and I can tell you,
for your 1nformétion, that there are several dlfferent

kinds of recommendations on it. I think i1t went to about

geven different agencles of the Government and they do
not all agree.

Q@ Are they on any one particular phase?

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot tell you those detalls.

Q What did the House leaders tell you about the prospects of
wages and hours legislation?

THE PRESIDENT: They didn't. I have not heard anything slnce
yesterday mornling.

Q@ Will they bring 1t up.under suspension of rules, do you think?

THE PRESIDENT: I have no 1ldea.

Q Do you have an appointment with a delegatlon from the Hill

to discuse farm leglislation today?
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THE PRESIDENT: I believe so and frankly I don't know what
they are golng to talk about.

Q I understand Governor Hurley of Massachusetts haa suggested
that the New England Governors -- the Governors of the
four Btates concerned -- have a flood control meeting
with you.

THE PRESIDENT: I was told Just before we started that the Fed-
eral Power Commission is golng to talk.things over with
any of them that want to come down.

Q Individually or as a group?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know.

Q Then they are not planning to come to see you?

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of. I think the first people
they are to telk to 1s the Federal Power Commission.

Q Anything on appointments to the Radio Commission?

THE PRESIDENT: ©Not yet, but I hope soon.

Q Have you any plans for the week-end?

THE PRESIDENT: I think 1if everything 1s all quiet I will go
down elither tonight or tomorrow morning and come back
Sunday afternoon. I willl clean up the basket and keep
in fairly close touch because of the Far Eastern sltuation.

Q That means that you leave from here?

THE PRESIDENT: From Annapolis this time, but I don't know.
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Q Is there anything you can tell us about the amendment to
the Sugar B1ll?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not read the actual language of the
amendments.

Q Can you tell us anything or can anything be sald of your
conference the nthegﬁgith Ambassador Dodd?

THE PRESIDENT: Just as usual, we talked over the affalrs of
the world as I do with almost all of the returning Am-
bassadors and Minlsters.

Q Has the Attorney General glven you any oplinion as to the
eligibility of a Senator to appointment to the Supreme
Court in view of the Retirement Act on emoluments?

THE PRESIDENT: Only informally and verbally.

‘Q Can you tell us what that opinlon was?

THT PRESIDENT: Perfectly legal in every way and Constitutio

Q Some time ago you signed an Executive Order with respect
postmasters, thelr eligibility, and so forth. A number
of those have been nominated. There 1s a report that
there 1s going to be leglslatlion or an Executlve Order
changing the present pollcy with respect to appointing
postmasters.

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot say anything on that now because th

House Bill is still pending in the Senate and I don't
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know what action 1s golng to be taken. I won't even give
it any consideration until after action or fallure of ac-

tion.

o

Q Thank you, Mr. President.
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