
CONJ'IDINTijL 
Pre11 Conterenoe #~98 
Exeout1Ye Ottloe1 ot the lblte House 
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THE PRESIDENT: Welcome . You look as it you had a good time. 

Q Did you get many fish? 

THE PRESIDENT: We got so many one day we got tired of pull-

ing them in. 

Q I got three hundred bass. I 

THE PRESIDENT: We caught over a hundred at Fishers Island 

in about three hours of fishing. 

Q That was the only real day you had. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think they call them Tautog . You fellows 

call them striped bass . 

Q Are they pret ty game? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . 

MR. DONALDSON : All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: Anticipating what you are going to ask and in 

order to save time (laughter) -- I know approximately 

what is on your minds and I want to be helpful if I can . 

Therefore I am going to give you this statement for di-
' 

teet quotation. Get out your pencils. (Reading) "I 

know only what I have read in the newspapers. I know 

that the stories are appearing serially." · -- not 

·---



aerioualy, I aaid •aer1allJ1 -- •and their publloatloa 

1e not ooaplete. Kr. Juatioe Blaok 11 1n J:uropw where, 

undoubtedly, he cannot get the tull text ot theae art-

iolea. Until auoh time aa he returns, there ia no tur-

ther comment to be made .• 

That is all. 

Q Will you read the whole thing again, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT : 11 I know only what I have read in the newspapers. 

I know that t he stories are appearing seri~lly and the1r 

publication is not complete . Mr. Justice Black is in 

Eur ope wher e, undoubtedly, he cannot get the full text 

of these articles. Until such time as he returns , there 

is no further comment to be made." 

Q Has Mr. J ustice Black been communicated with by you or any 

member of your Administration? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

You said 11 No11 ? ' 
THE PRESIDENT: No; I said, 11 No11

• 

Q Have you any information as to the time of his return? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q Prior t o the appointment of former Senator Blaok, had you 

r eoeived any information from any source as t o his Klan 

membership? 



Til!: PR!BIDEN'l': No. 

Q Kay we aak, it it turn• out that he i1 a aeaber -­

THE PRESIDE~: That ie an 1 it1 question. 

Q Did the Department or Juetioe make the usual investigation 

that they do with respect to members or the Judiciary as 

to Mr. Justice Blaok? 

~E PRESIDENT: I don't know. 

Q Mr. President, is there anything you can say on the inter­

national situation? 

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing mor e to add to what I said at Hyde 

Park the other day, whioh still hol ds good. It is tak­

ing the principal part of my t i me. 

Q No decision about the western trip, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT : I cannot decide; that is the trouble. 

Q Cannot decide or cannot make it, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot decide yet. 

Q Mr . President, do you favor an i nvestigation on the sarap 

metal market such as has been proposed by the four de­

partments ; Army, Navy, and 1 I believe, the Departments 

of ~nterior and Commerce were also favorabl e t o it? 

THE PRESIDENT: An investigation of the sorap metal market? 

Q Yes , sir; an investigation of the sorap metal market. 

THE PRESIDENT: What do they want to know? 



Q Da.eat1o aupplJ, the drain oauaed b1 export 4eaan4• aDI a11 

ot that. 

THE PRESIDENT: Haven't ther got all those t1gurea? 

Q I doubt it they show --

Q . Yes, Mr. President, they have those. I. have read them time 

and again. 

THE PRESIDENT: I never heard of the suggestion. You know, 

there was an investigation made by an inter-departmental 

committee about four or five months ago. 

Q Secr etary Hull informed the Committee, apparently, that he 

would be glad t o make that report public . . I don't believe 

that it has ever been made public. 

THE PRESIDENT : I don't know of any reason why it should not be. 

Q Have you appointed a successor to Chairman Landis of the 

SEC yet? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. 

Q What do you expect to see Governor Earle about today? 
-

THE PRESIDENT : He was in Europe and just got back, just 

landed. 

Q Did you say when you will return to Hyde Park? 

THE PRESIDENT: The same thing applies to that. I cannot make 

any plans. I have not made any plans beyond Friday even-

ing1 s epeeoh . You can say this , though, Ruse ·(Young),· 



that it I •ta1 onr on 8atur«&1 I • go1ng 4o1m to ••e 

that motorboat l'aoe that I have been tr,.ing to ••e tor 

tive years. 

Q That is the President's Cu~ Regatta? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , but I am not at all sure that I oan stay 

over. So do not announce it as something that I am going 

to do . 

Q Are you nearer any decision regarding an extraordinary s.es­

sion of Congress? 

THE PRESIDENT : Not ye t. 

Q Have you any idea of going to a football game Thursday 

night? It is played l ocally . 

THE PRESIDENT : I wanted to very much but, knowing I have to 

make two speeches·, I am afraid I cannot . . . I will have to 

work all Thursday night. 

Q Can you tell us anything about the call by the Spanish Am­

bassador today? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . 

Q Mr. President , can you t ell us anything about the credit 

si tuation? Is ther e any concern over it? 

THE PRESIDENT: As to what? 

Q Over the money situation, the possibility of a money pinch. 

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to ask the Secretary of the 

. . · 



Trea1ury about that, I would not know. I am alwa71 1n a 

money pinoh. 

Q Kr. President, oan you tell us anything about your talk with 

Mr. Hull and Kr. Kennedy today? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think we will probably have something -- I 

don't know whether you will get it t onight or tomorrow-­

in regard to ah.ipping headed f or the Far East. I cannot 

give you anything because it i s not written out yet. 

Q Headed toward the Far East? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know whether it will be ready tonight 

or whether you will have t o wait until tomorrow. 

Q Will that apply particularly to the steamer Wichita? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, i t will be general. 

Q Ca n you tell us anything about the Wichita which is Govern­

ment owned? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think the Wichita at the present t i me is pro­

ceeding from one American port t o another. 

Q Are you still considering the application of the Neutrality 

Aot? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is always under consideration and has been 

for weeks. 

Q To get back to the Black situation, did the Senate discharge 

ita full responsibility? 



THE PRUIDIN'l': (ba41ng) 1 t1nt11 auoh tllle aa he ntUl'lll, 

there 1a no further oo .. ent to be aa4e.• 

Q That aeema to be a hint that there may be a further state­

ment after he returna. 

THE PRESIDENT: No, don't write yourself out on a 11mb. 

MR. YOUNG: THank you, Kr. Pres1c!ent. 



ao~ 
PI"M• GoateNnoe /188 
Brie P~, ••• York 
Septeaber 21, 19~, ~. oo Pll 

(~ere wa1 general oonver1ation with 
reapeot to the ball game at Lowell 
ThoJD&I' the prev1oua 8unda7. During 
the oonveraation Mr. Earl7 telephoned 
from Oa~talia, Ohio, and aptke to the 
President about hie fishing trip, sa7-
ing that he was going to put some 
trout aboard the train while it waa 
en route through Ohio.) 

THE PRESIDENT: Doc O'Connor has been here with Keith Morgan. 

Mao is giving you this afternoon, for release in the 

Thursday morning newspapers, a story about infantile 

paralysis. This year there has been another very, very 

seri~us epidemic. This is merely for information now 

because it is for Thursday morning release. The release 

itaelf will give you the same thing. (Reading) 

•r have had reports from many areas in which 
this disease is again spreading its destruction. 
And once again there is brought forcibly to my 
mind the constantly increasing accumulation ot 
ru~fted lives -- which must continue unless this 
disease can be brought under cpntrol and its after­
effects properly treated. 

1 My own personal experience in the work that 
we have been doing at the Georgia Warm Springs . . 
Foundation for over ten years, leads me to the very 
definite conclusion that the best results in attempt­
ing to eradicate this disease cannot be secured b7 
approaching the problem through any single one of ita 
aspects, whether that be preventive studies in the -



laborato~, eaerseno7 work during ep1demioa, or af­
ter treatment. ror over ten 7ear• at the roun4at1an 
at Warm 8pr1nga, Georgia, we have devoted our ettort 
almost ent1rel7 to the atudy .of improved treatment 
of -the after-effeote of the illness. During the•e 
years other agencies, which we have from tiae to 
time assisted, have devoted their energiea to other 
phases of the fight. I firmly believe that the time 
has now arrived when the whole attack on. this plague 
should be led and directed, though not controlled, 
by one national body. And it is for this purpose 
that a new national foundation for infantile paral­
ysis is being created. 

UAs I have said, the general purpose of the new 
foundation will be to lead, direct, and unify the 
fight on every phase of this sickness. It will make 
every effort to ensure that every responsible re­
search agency in this country is adequately financed 
to carry on investigations into the cause of infant­
ile paralysis and the methods by which it may be pre­
vented. It will endeavor to eliminate much of the 
needless after-effect of this disease -- wreckage 
caused by the failure to make early and accurate 
diagnosis of its presence. We all k~ow that improper 
care during -the acute stage of the disease, and the 
use of antiquated treatment, or downright neglect of 
any treatment, are the cause of thousands of crippled, 
twisted, powerless bodies now. Much can be done 
along these lines right now. The new foundation 
will carry on a broad-gauged educational campaign, 
prepared under expert medical supervision, and this 
will be placed within the reach of the doctors and 
the hospitals of the country. The practicing physi­
cian is in reality the front-line ' fighter of the 
sickness, and there is much existing valuable knowl­
edge that should be disseminated to him. 

"And then there 'is also the tremendous problem 
as to what is to be done with those hundreds or 
thousands already ruined by the aftef-effects of 
this affliction. To investigate, to study, to de­
velop every medical possibility or enabling those 
eo afflicted to become economically independent in 
their local communities will be one of the chief 
aims of the new foundation. 



1 !ho1e wbo to!Je7 are tortwa&te 1n 'belq 1a f1ll1 
po•••••lon of tbelr ... oular power aatura11T4o aot 
undentand what 1 t aean• to a 'n=en belaa pual.Jae4 
b7 this d11eale to haYe that powerle••n••• 11tted 
eYen to a ... 11 degree. It aeane the ditterenoe be­
tween a huaan being dependent on others, and an in­
dividual who oan be who117 independent. The publio 
hae little conception or the patienoe and time and 
expense 'necessary to aooomplieh such results. But 
the results are or the utmost importance to the in­
dividual. 

"The work or the new organization must start 
immediately. It cannot be delayed. Its activities 
will include, among many others, those or the Georgia 
Warm Springs Foundation , of which I have been Presi­
dent since its inception. I shall continue as Presi­
dent or that foundation but in fairnes s to my official 
responsibilities I cannot at this time take a very 
active part in t he much br oader work t hat will be 
carried out by the new foundation, and I therefore 
do not fe el that I should now hold any official posi­
tion in it. However , because I am wholeheartedly in 
this cause I have enlisted the sincere interest or 
several representatives and outstanding individuals 
who are willing to initiate and carry on the work of 
the new foundation. Its personnel will be announced 
as soon as it is completed." 

There is no personnel list out as yet because we are 

not ready with it. But the purpose is to coordinate all 

work against infantile paralysis. 

Q Warm Springs wil l continue the work it is doing? 

THE PRESIDENT: It will be merely one phase. There will be 

the Rockefeller Institute and the Harvard Medical Center 

and the University or California and the work out at St. 

Louis and in Indianapolis and in different hospitals all 

over the oountry. The Warm Springs Foundation will be 



one ot dozen•. 

Q !here are about sixteen altogether tbat have been gettlns 

these contributions? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yea. There are about sixteen ·research and 

there are about, probabl7, a hundred ho•pitala that are 

working on the atter-etteots. Then, ot course, there are 

the public health bodies that are working on the new nose 

spray. So you have three things, the research, the pub­

lic health, the doctors- that are working on the nose spray 

which is one form ot prevention, and then the after-care. 

MR. MciNTYRE: The new foundation will be a coordinating -agency. 

Q This is to be statement by you? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, for Thursday morning papers. 

Now, you have the trip --

MR. M~NTYRE: I haven't given out the detailed itinerary yet. · 

THE PRESIDENT: Now please don't write stories on pure guess­

work, unfounded guesswork, on the reason tor going here 

or there. One ot the stories was that I had given up 

Nebraska. I wanted very muoh to see Nebraska, to see 

tne Nebraska power projects, but I could not work it in. 

It was a question ot spending a whole extra day in order 

to go through by day and it is not tair to say that I 

gave up Nebraska tor a political reaso~ 



D. •oD!DII I think JOU alpt tell thea, ott tbe Neol'4, 

about Butte too in tbi1 itinerar,r. 

THE PREIIDEII'l': I wanted to go to Butte beoau•• I hann• t ben 

there .t noe 19~2, but I oould not work it in w1 thout tak• 

ing an extra daJ. 'l'he aame thing appliea. It I do deoide 

to come baok to H7de P~k I hope nobodJ will I&J' that I 

avoided going to Washington tor political reasons. I m&J 

come back to Hyde Park because my mother will land the 

previous day. I would like to oome here, it I oan, but 

it I do oome here it will not be a political reason that 

brings me. 

Q Can you tell us about that query on Black? 

THE PRESIDENT: It just is not correct. 

Q Justice Black's nephew in Washington made a speech before 

the Alabama Club --

THE PRESIDENT: What is the name of the nephew? 

Q Smith. At that luncheon he said that Mr. Blaok had given 

a full account of his activities t o those persons who were 

responsible f or hie appointment. Is there a.nything you 

want to say about that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not in answer to that. I oan only tell you, 

off the record -- no, ftot for attribution -- exactly what 

I , told you before. Somebody asked me, in the first 

.. 



oontezoenoe, it I mew aft7th1na about 1t and I w4, 
A tJP1oal new8J)aper ed1 tol"1al 11:te the Ponpteepde paper 

eaid that I muet have known. It 1a the aaae old th1q 

and the aame old atory. 

Q I don't think in this statement the nephew said whether the 

statement was made before or since. It may be that einoe · 

this eventooourred an aooount might have been made. 

THE PRESIDENT: Again, not t or attribution, I have had no com­

munication one way or the other. You all know that. That 

is just for your information and not for attribution. 

Q. In that connection there seem to be some interesting devel-

opments as to whether any effort was made to ask Justice 

Black or to have -- whether he was asked tor any expbana-

tion before the appointment was made. Can you answer that? 

THE PRESIDENT: The other answer covers it. In other words, . . . 

again this is off the record, suppose I were to appoint 

Ernest (Lindley} to the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

Do you suppose I would say, "Listen , Ernest, how many 

illegitimate children do you have running around the 

country?" That is something you do not ask. 

MR. MciNTYRE: You might ask Ernest just out of curiosity. 

(Laughter} 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I might have asked Black lots of things, 

Just out of curiosity • 
.. 



(IJ 1n1truotlon•, no note• were taken ot 
about tlYe alnute1 ot 41IOU111on ott the 
reoord.) 

' 
• 

THE PRESIDENT: The easiest thing, it I ·were writing the ator.r, 

would be to say that the President very obvioual7 baa no­
ago 

thing further to add to his statement of a week/and that 

was the quote statement and the answer, 1 Did he have an7 

knowledge," "No." You ooul4 write the story so that the 

President had nothing furth~r to add to those two things; 

that those two cover everything. 

Q Is it all right for us to say that the statement he made at 

that time that he had no knowledge of any Klan affilia-

tiona before the appointment still stood, nor has he re-

oeived any communication from Mr. Black, in any way, since. 

Q Also , Mr. President, I would like to feel free to use, "It 

was learned" without saying who it was learned from, 11 that 

there was no effort made" --

THE PRESIDENT: You cannot say that because if you do that you 

have to go into an explanation about what you do ask a 

fellow when Y,OU aJ?pOint hi.m. , 

Q Off the record, is there any lesson to be learned from this 
r 

in the future? I mean with respect to similar appointmen 

I mean, these Ilan disclosures that fly up ln the face? I 

mean, in the future let it be the regular duty. ot the 



~ent of Juetloe to be ober~el autoaat1oal17 to 

up on any partioular individual and to aubai t to JOU a 

plete --

THE PRESIDENT: No, oertainly not. Here is the simple way, ott 

the reoord. A man's private lite is supposed to be hia 

private l ·ite. He may have had certain marl tal troubles 

which, it they came out, m1ght be pretty ~isagreeable. It . ... 
certainly ~s not incumbent on· the Department ot Justice or 

the President or anybody else to look into that, so long 

as it does not come out and a fellow has led a perfectly 

good life. 

MR. MciNTYRE: So l ong a s it does not come out as a public 

scandal. 

THE PRESIDENT: So long as it does not come out as a public 

scandal . You must assume that the man, if he has led a 

decent life up to the present time, is all right. You 

cannot go and ask him about 1t. 

-
I will give you an example: There was a certain man, 

I will call him Mr. A, who, after he had been appointed 

three years, had pointed out that some ten years before 

he had been the inside man on a local rao~et, somewhat 

against hie will . There were very definitely extenuat-

ing oireumstanoes. He had not committed a crime and 

' 



probabl7 he could not have gone to Jail to~ what he dld. 

It had not even come out in the pape~s at the time that 

the racket had existed. It looked prett7 bad. · I sent 

for him and got a complete statement of the case. The 

thing did not come out in the papers. He realized the 

error or his way and had gone straight ever since that 

time. It was a dirty, crooked gang he was mixed up with. 

But you could not have found that out. You never investi­

gate a thing like that. You would have to investigate a 

man's check book and his accounts and things like that. 

You know, I laid ~ewn -- Ernest Lindley knows this -­

in the famous Farley case that rule that evidence would 

be allowed in of transactions in the clubhouse -- the 

little tin box stuff -- before he was elected sheriff 

because nobody in that case had any notice of the things 

he had been doing. At the same time there was a fellow 

in Brooklyn 

Q (Mr. Lindley) Was it McQuad~?~ 

THE PRESIDENT: That is right, McQuade, and a lot of stuff 

about McQuade had come out during his first term or of­

floe. It had been made public and everything else and 

after that he had been elected. On that · information 

it was held that all the facts were before the electorate 



Wben the7 had re-eleoted them to ottioe. !here wa• ~' 

distinction. The whole thing had oome out, it wa• an 

elective ottioe and the voters said, •we know about the•• 

terrible things he did but we want him as our •herift 

again.• So I removed him but refused to remove him again. 

Q He was one ot the thirteen starving relatives? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q A statement has been issued that the Iil1nois Federation or 

Labor has invited you to address their convention on the 

way out on your trip. 

THE PRESIDENT: I can't do it; the schedule is fixed. 

Q Any possible application of those two formulae to the Black 

case? 

THE PRESIDENT: O~no . . I don ' t think they are germane . 

Q Have you had any reports on the reception of your Constitu-

tion Day address as it was received in d1ctator1al coun-

tries? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I haven't heard a peep out of that. But 

I had an amazing number of telegrams and letters come 1n, 

more than at any time, and of course we ~o not give out 

the number for fear that somebody would say, "Yes, the 

last time he got four hundred telegrams and this time 

only three hundred . u Of course, there were some untavorabl 



one1, a1 uiU&l. Aotuall7 there were two. You oanno1i u1e 

that because it we do it onoe we will h&Ye to giYe tigurel 

and then you get comparisons but, tor your information, 

there were three hundred favorable and two againat • 
. · 

MR. MciNTYRE: There have been a good many more tha~ I have not 

troubled you with, letters and things like that . 

Q There was a box in the Times, I think it was yesterday, to 

the effect that your speech had been barred in Central 
. . 

American countries. That is interesting. 

MR. MciNTYRE: The dictator idea. ) 

THE PRESIDENT: And in Germany. 

Q They f ormally held up publication i n Germany until they 

could interpret it . 

THE PRESIDENT: Do you think the Liberty League is going to 

mail it out , Brother Murphy? 

Q (Mr. Murphy) I would recommend it if I were asked. (Laughter) 

Q Are those PWA allotments announced today the last PWA allot-
\ . ments of any kind? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. When I say "yes 11 , I suppose there may be 

two or three that are still being investigated, but, to 

all intents and purposes, that is it . 
. 

UR. KoiNTYRE : The end or PWA -- that is what they want to know. 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes. 



Q· On the end ot PWA and the order w1 th re~peot to la,lonal 

Ellergeno;r Oounoil, hae the tiae oome when the word 1 •e~ 

genc;r• is a aienoaer and anaohron1 .. ae, tor inetanoe, 

the use in connection with COO Campa -- their naae ie 

Emergency Conservation Work -- and the FERA? 

~HE PRESIDENT: On that last one, we certainly are going t o 

continue the word "emergency" because we hope that we 

will be abl e to get rid of practically all of it. In 

the case of COO, I think we ought to take the word "emer­

gency" out. I had not thought of_ it. My only difficulty 

on that is this, that I asked Congress to make it permanent 

and they did not, they only made it two years . 

Q It might be temporary, then? 

THE PRESIDENT: It might be temporary. Of course, I am pretty 

sure that Congress will keep on extending i t at the end 

of anothe r two years. It is silly to call a thing like 

that 11 emergency11 • You could not get Congress t o abolish 

it to eave your life. We have got it down to 15,000 

camps. Taking it on the law of averages, if you throw 

out the big cities where they haven't got any, I suppose 

we have them in three hundred Congressional districts. 

That is an average of four to five to the district. No, 

they are not going to get rid of them. 

.. 



Q I aeant onl7 the naae 1 t.elt. 

THE PRESIDENT: So tar aa I am oonoerne4 the7 ought to take 1t 

out. 

Q By and large, Mr. President, do you consider the emergeno7 

at an end? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not "by and large•. Relief is not over. 

Q With the exception ot WPA? 
. 

THE PRESIDENT: Practically everything else. Of course there 

is still RFC loaning money for emergency needs. It is 

awfully hard -- you cannot say that by and large it is 

over. ' 

Q mn connection with RFC, isn't RFC very definitely tighten-

ing up? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, my, yes. They are lending very, very 

little. But there are emergencies. For the sake of 

example,. some railroad might need refinancing. They 

might conclude t hat it was worth saving. Well, is that 

an emer gency or i sn't it? I don't know. 

MR. MciNTYRE: Where PWA is concerned, this is really the end 

of PWA as a lending agency, but they will have to con-

tinue to function for some time • 
. 

Q Twenty to forty years and sixty years? 

THE PRESIDENT: On the inspection end they will have to tun 



tor two 7ear1 and, in 1011e oa1e1, a little lonpr. ror 

in1tanoe, the7 have made a loan tor the New York funnel. 

That will take three or t our years t o tin11h. The bulk 

ot the inspection work will be over in two 7ears and 
• 

that applies to only a tew ot the bigger projects and 

then, when they ge t through with that inspe~tion ot all 

of t h em, i t wil l become more or les s a fi nano& organiza-

tion, s eei ng t o f t tha t they get the money back. 

Q Does t his act ion on PWA also t ie into the pr ess conference 

of las t Spr i ng, t he press conf er ence i n which you out lined 

the shif t f rom heavy, durable goods spendi ng to consumer s 

goods? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is appar ently true, yea, but from now on 

we are working more and more on the expenditur e of Gov-

ernment money for non-relief wor k, to the planned f ive 

hundred million, four hundred and fifty or fi ve hundred 

million dollar s that I have been talki ng about . I n other 

wo rds, that is the basis of need, nati onal need -- I "am 

not talking about relief needs - - the nati ona l need f or 

flood contr ol , soil er osion wor k, navigat i on, rivers and 

harbor s impr ovements·, r ef or e station, dr ought area seser-

voirs, and so f or th and s o on . It will wor k i nto that 

so t hat we are goi ng to t ry t o hold all Federal appropria­

tions within t he tive hundred million dollars . 



Q r1Ye bun4re4 a1111on 4ollar8t 

THE PRESIDENT: Yu. 

Q I reaeaber at the t1ae ot the lpr1ng preta oonterenoe you 

ea1d you would either elaborate on that at another preaa 

oonterenoe or that you would make a fireside talk. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think I will. In other words, ay thought ia 

this, that when I get the report or the survey whioh is 

now going on, we will tie it up to the Budget and we will 

have all that five hundred million dollars ~ivided up and 

explain to the country the why and wherefore or its sub-

division. 

MR. Me!~: You do that to the Press in your annual Budget 

conference with them. 

THE PRESIDENT : I think I will spring it before the actual 

Budget, a little ahead, so as to prepare people f or it. 

Q Is that the National Resources Committee which is making 

the study? 

THE PRESIDENT: The National Resources Committee but, of course, 

various other agencies such as the Army Engineers, Reclam­
(Co"S.tn~o1i' cnt J 

ation, Soil Eeosion .Service, et cetera. That will all 

oome in to me and then on my totals I will take it up 

with the Budget. 

Q Is that the one that eventually will go t o Congress, that 

reportf 



!HE PRIIIDD!: Yes. 

Q lbat did leoretary Korgentbau d!•ouss with 7ou? 

THE PRESIDENT: The onl7 thing he oame to see me about wa• 

this Assistant Counsel ot Internal Revenue. I forgot 

he was coming. He only dropped in to say, •good-bye•, 

on his way to Washington. He said he would keep me in 

t ouch. He asked whether this man was all right. I 

said, "All right 11 , and he started ott and flew back. 

MR. TROHAN: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT : For heaven's sake, take warm cl othes, because 

it is going to be awfully cold in Yellowstone . You will 

be up seven or eight thousand feet and there may be snow. 

Q Overcoats and sweate rs? 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes, overcoats and sweaters, it may be darned 

col d . 



/ 

CODIDa!IAL Pn•• CoDtuaoe 1399-A., (Wl ~ ..Uer• ot 'the Cuadiu Pre••) , 
A.t the atraDoe ot th• Oo'rel'llOr' • lfaldion, 
Victoria, Brttlab Coluabla 
September 30, 1937, 3.25 P.M. 

Q HaTe you anything to say to the Canadian people on your Tlsit here? 

THB PRESIDENT: Ever elnce I have been in the White House I have con-

tinued t he practice, started in 1884, of going t o Canada at least 

once a year. It is a pretty good record. And I am especially 

happy t o see British Columbia where I have never been befor e . 
' 

Now t hat I k:now t he way, I am going to come back as soon as I can. 

I am very gr ateful for the delightful hospit al i ty of the 

Lieutenant Governor and of all t he people who came out to see me 

on the street. 

Q Di d you discuss the Alaska Highway while you were here? 

THE PRESIDENT: We did. I spoke to Mr . Pattullo. Our hope is , of 

course it is of tremendous inter est because more and more people 

are traveli ng and the more good roads t hey have the more t hey wil l 

travel . 

Q I s t he Uni ted States anxi ous to see that road bui l t, sir , t hrough? 

THE PRESI DENT : As soon as the t wo governments find i t is time to do 

i t . 

Q Thank you very much. 



OOHPIDII!I~ 
Pre11 Oonterenoe ~ 
Br4e Park, lew York 
Ootober 8, 19~7, 11.80 jK 

(The President's mother and Mrs. Roosevelt 
were present at the conterence which was 
held on the entrance poroh ot the Hyde 
Park home. ) 

THE PRESIDENT: How is everybody? Little strangers 

often seen them in the distance . 

Q We were not always sure you were ·on the train. 

THE PRESIDENT: Ernest, how a r e you this morning? 
.. 

I have 

Q (Mr. Lindley) We all want to get to the hotel and shower a 

bit. 

THE PRESIDENT: The real par t of the t rip that you missed was 

Lake Crescent, so t ar as the crazy part is concerned. 

MRS. ROOSEVELT: I r ead Mr . Poet's story. 

THE PRESIDENT: That was mild . 

MRS. ROOSEVELT: I dec i ded that it was not as comfortabl e, 

perhaps, as it might have been . 

THE PRESIDENT: It was one or those rare occasions when the 

pr ess , i n their stori es , showed r eal understatement. 

MRS. ROOSEVELT: It showed that we are , all or us , growing a 

litt le sott. 

Q I didn't say that. (Laughter) 
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IIJUI. ROO&ifliL'l': I oan onl7 tell 70u gentl•en tba' lt 7011 

did not •leep that night, I dld not either beoau•e I 

bad to ohange plane• every tlve minutes. 

(General conversation about trip.) 

THE PRESIDENT: I think you have got all the news there is. 

I don't know or any, lit•rally. 

Q Do you care to amplify your remarks at Chicago, especially 

where you referred to a possible quarantine? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q Have you had any communication With Mr. Black since his 

return? 

THE PRESIDENT : None at all. 

Q Did you have any prior knowledge of the faot that he was 

going to speak? 

THE PRESIDENT: I just might as well talk to you, off the 

record. Actually what happened that day was that in 

the morning, I think i t was Jimmie who said, "By the 

way, Mr. Black is going on the air tonight at 6:30." 

I had entirely forgotten about it. I said, "'Fine, • . .. 
and never thought about it again, and I did not go to 

the Governor's Mansion to receive a telephone call, 

Ernest (Lindley), and I did not change oars, U. P., 



beoauee I wanted to avoid the radio. lbat happened ... 

very e1~le. About twent7 minute• before five, before 

we got into 01~1a, the Governor 1aid, 1It hal 1topped 

raining . Don't you think it would be a good idea to get 

• 
into the open oar because there will be a crowd there.• 

When we got into Olympia there were certain reasons why 

we wanted to go to the Governor's Mansion -- I need not 

explain any further and after we got away from Olympia 

the road was wet so we slowed up the thing to prevent the 

policemen on motor cycles from going overboard. For that 

reason we had a sl ow run and instead of being in the open 

car f or about twenty minutes I was· in it exactly t wo hours 

and ten minutes. That is the actual, simple fact. 

Q Do you care to make any comment at all on what Mr . Black 

said? I am sure you will recall this -- we all like 

surgical precision --

THE PRESIDENT: 11 Surgical 11 is good. 

Q (Mr. Ander son) (Reading) 11 I know only what I have read in 

the newspaper s. I know that the stories are running 

serially and their publication is not complete. Mr. 

Justice Black is abroad. Until such time as he r eturns 

there is no further comment to be made." 

Now he is back. 



!HI PREBIDEIT: Well, there isn't an7 oo.aent. 

Q That probabl7 implied that there would be, did it not' 

THE PRESIDENT: No. It strongly implied that there was a poa-

a1b111ty , that 1a all; not that it would be . I know my 

Engl1ah. 

Q, "Until? 11 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q I wonder if you could help us a little bit in interpreting. 

THE PRESIDENT: Perhaps I should have used the Wall Street 

term, 11 when, as and if11 • 

Q, It did imply that there was a possibility and now there is 

no possib1li ty. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. It depended on circumstances and subse-

quent happenings. 

Q Can we take it, then , that your attitude from now on 

THE PRESIDENT: You cannot take anything, Bob. That is an 

"if11 question. 

Q When' will you determine whether there shall be an extra 

session of Congress? 

THE PRESIDENT: I should say within the next week. I have to 

get back to Washington and do some oheoking up down there • 
. 

Q What are the conditions that will bear on that decision, 

the extent t o which Congress is ready to proceed legis-

lat1vely? 



' 
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. ; 1.·. • ' .. 1 PartlJ that aD4 p&l't17 t1le opllalau 

ot Tar1ou people that I want to t;elJr to aD4 laue 
. 

not ha4 a ohanoe to t•lJr to. I would aq, rGr 

blloJrvound, tbat probabl7 three-rcnartha ot the 

._Mrs or Ccmcl'eaa to wh011 :I tal ked on the trip 

are in fayor ot a Special Seaaion. 

Q BT the wa7, 7ou did talk to the 8eate Para C<w-1 ttee 

at Spokane; Pope and •cGill? 

TH! PRBSIDEIT: I did not see them at Spokane. I think 

I saw Pope on the wa7 out, did I not? 

Q I th1nk so. 

TH! PRESIDERT: But I have not seen any ot thelll si.nce the7 

started their hearings. I believe somebody on the 

train had seen them at Spokane --

Q That was Jill llurrat. 

TBB PRESIDENT: Yes, Jim llurray, that was it, and he told 

me how they had gotten on. 

Q Be was under the impression that you had seen them too. 

THE PRBSIDBRT: lo, he simply told me he had talked to than 

and he thought they were getting on very well. 

Q Be told me they did think there should be an extra 

Session b.r all means. '· 

TBB PRBSIDIIIT: Yea. 

Q Is this 11ovember 15 a good guess it you do have an extra 

Session? 



!BI PBaiDUI 1 Well, I do hate to 1peoitf a date. U 

I were writiDC the ato17, I would ••7 aa.nbere 

between the 8th and the 16tll becaue tbat would 

CiTe thea tt.e, it tbere is a Special Se1sion, to 

get most ot the spade-work done betore the Cbristaas 

holida7s. It it were made too late they would run 

right into the Christmas holida7s betore they rea1l7 

got ~ere. 

Q Are we sate in assuming that wages and hours would come 

in tor consideration by that Special Session, ._it there 

is one? 

THE PREBIDDT: If' I were writing the story I would menti~n 

the principal things such as the crop thing, wages 

and hours, reorganization, region~ planning and, by 

the way, on regional planning, ot course it is easy 

to say nthe little TVA's" but ot course they are not. 

Q They are not? 

THE PRBSIDENT: 5o, they are not TV A's. They are not at 

all TV A' s • In other words, the TV A, under the Act, 

is given complete charge over a whole region, a whole 

watershed and, it a dam is to be built, the TVA builds 

it. When an electric transmission line is to be rim, 

the TV:&. runs it. When there is soil erosion work to 

be done, the 'l'V.l does it, and the TVA is doing quite 

a lot ot that replanting. When it is a question ot 

,.. building certain cc.mnities, 70u w1ll notice that 



I 

the !'YA ia 4o1q it. .In other wOI'Cla, it ia a ~·te 

adwtnt atrative aceq ter tJiat relion. 

low, the · bill which Senator lorria baa ia an en­

t1rel7 clitterent tMng. It does not create U7 Board 

or ea,mtasion with adntntatrative authorit7. It ia 

aerel7 a planntng ag~C7 and, as the bill is drawn, 

it is nothing more than a planning agency. 

Ot course on the administrative end, things depend 

a good deAl on how the reorganization bill goes through. 

Ot course the idea ot the reorganization plan orig;nal 17 . I 
was that there would be a Public Works Department. 

Now that has been eliminated but we can arrive at the 

same obJective by an entirely ditterent method b,y co­

ordinating all ot the public works agencies ot the 

Government through the President's ot:tice so that attar 

a plan :tor a region is made, the Congress and the 

President would then determ1ne who would carry out the 

plan. Now, it would not be in one agency, necessaril7. 

There might be a dam on the Columbia River, a new one, 

three or tour or tive years trail now which had been 

recommended and which Congress appropriate~ tor. Now, 

in all probability, that dam would be bu111! by t~e 

ArMy Engineers or the Reclamation Service and not b,y 

the ColtDibia Valley Authori t7 because that is onl7 a 

planning agenc,.. Do 70u see the distinction? 



.. 

Q !lae acenq would 4~eraine how IIUCb ot the prosJ'u 

ia to be carried out at IUQ' one tille? 

'lBB PRBSIDaT: lo, the agenq woald oD17 nlre rec.aen­

dationa to the planning agenc.y ot the President --
. 

the national planning agenc.y under the 1rh1 te Boua~ 

I tb1nk the easiest· way ot putting it is this: 

Suppose there are eight regional agencies and they 

make recommendations tor 800 millio~ dollars to be 

spent. They all come in with their recommendations . ---
.and they amount to 800 million dollars. The President 

conters wit~ the Director at the Budget and with 

the Secretary of the Treasury. We s~, "This is 

perfectly absurd. We cannot possibly recommend to 

the Congress 8QO million dollars ot public works. 

We can only recommend 200 million dollars.• So we 

get them all in, the eight chairmen, around the table 

and make them cut their 800 mil lion dollars down to 

200 million dollars. Some are made to cut more than 

others but t he total amount involved is cut trom 

800 to 200 million. We list those in a list marked 

"A" and we list another 200 million dollars, let us 

say, in a list marked "B" and we send those two lists 

to the Congress as part of the budget and we say to 

the C9ngress, •Bare ia· what we have all agreed on as 

being the best projects. They are in list 'A' and we 

can attord 200 million dollars wh1dn they will cost 
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wt. tor ,-our 1Dtoraat1on. here are the next beat. 

another 200 •' J lion dollars • and 1 t 1a ent1rel7 1D 
. 

the 41aoret1on ot 70u gentl•en as to whether 70u 

want 11at '.A' as 1 t is or take aolllethiq out ot list 

'A' and substitute s011l8t~ trom l~at 'B', bat that 

is in your discretion. The onl7 thing we ask tar is 

that your total not exceed the 200 million dollars. 

You can even, it you gentlemen ot the Congress think 

it is wise, authorize something that is not on either 

list 'A' or list 'B'. That is solely a matter ot 

Congressional discretion, but don't go beyond 200 

million dollars." 

Q Thank you, Jlr. President. 

Q I wonder it you would give us a brief r esume on what 

you "intook". 

THE PRESIDENT: Gosh, it is awfully hard to do 1 t otf the 

record. 

Q Do it on the record. 

THE PRESIDENT: Or on the record. Well, I "intook" the 

general sit uation west ot tbe Mississippi ~ecause I 

did not get much ot a chance t o see things east ot 

the Mississippi. First ot all, the crop situation 

is 1nt1nitel7 better than at any time in the last 

' ' 

tour years; even, on the whole, better than 1935 which 

was not a serious drought year. .A great deal better 



~·D 19,4 aa4 19,6. 

Q You could haTe cot tbat tro. the Depariaet ot .Api­

oulture here. .. 
Till PBISIDift: Yea, I could, 'bllt I &l'ft7s liD to oheok 

tirares and statiatics. 

Q You have to see th•f 

TIIB PRBBIDD'.r: Yes, that 1a right. 
> 

lumber two, I think there is a better understand-

ing ot what it is all about than there has been at 

&DT time 1n the past. 

Q · On the part ot whom? 

THB PRBSIDDT: On the part ot the voters, on the part of 

the population. 

Q You don't mean the same one they had in November, do you? 

THE PRBSIDDT: Let me give you an illustration: I mentioned 

several times, tor instance, that PWA and WPA projects 

have got to be curtailed. There would have been an 

awtul holler a year or two years ago or three years 

ago it I had said that. Today there is a general under­

standing ot that tact. 

Q wnen you say, mrbat it is all about," you mean what the 

Administration is doing? 

TBB PRBBIDBRT: Yes. . 
Q Don't you think that links with number one intook --

better crops? 

TBB PRBSIDBIT: lo, I do not think it is a question ot 

better crops. 
I 
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q Do 70'1 tJetu tbeJ' baYe the nndelte"d'nc -

·DI PUSI»A!a Pellaps 'better crops help ·th• to better 

11DC1erst•nd1D&1 ·wt there 1s an UDderstew'f!IJ tbat --
1t 1s not a •ere bend-out proP'•, 1t is u econollic 

progr• whlcli. shins with the eooncw1 c condition ot_ 

the couatr'7. It is ,an understanc11Dg that we are 

not· going to keep ~eople on reliet when we do not 

need to. 

IIRS. ROOSEVELT: .If' the crops had not been better the;y 

would not probabl;y have ·had to understand it because 

the action taken would have been ditterent. 

THE PRESIDBIIT: That is perfectly true too. And then 

there is also general acceptance on that same crop . . 

end of the tact that we have got to have some kind 

of a surplus control. The overwhelming maJority ot 

farmers are tor it. 

Q Did you mean it literally when you said that~Jim Murray 

and I have reached the conclusion that the building ... 
of schools and stadiums should be dispensed with_, and 

that you should turn to re~lamation proJects, dams, 

et cetera? 

THE PRBSIDDT: Bot hard ruad tast. You might get a place 

where there are a thousand une.plo;yed and nowhere to 

· put them to work except on a liiUDici·pal illprOYeaent. 

Q Here is an impossible question which my editors keep 

askina •ea You are goiDg to put man;y new millions ot 
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acres into cultivation and. at the same ttae. we 

are curtailing crops elsewhere? 

THE PRBBIDBIT: Certain17. 

Q !here se~s to be a conflict there? 

Till PRBSIDDTc: 'fh7? 

Q Isn't there a conflict when you put aore acres into 

cultivation at the same time you are trying to re­

duce acreage elsewhere? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not at all. 

Q Why? 

THE PRESIDENT: Because the reduction of acreage ta.kes 

place, in almost every case, on poor land. 

Q Well, the new acreage will grow more than the old ones 
. 

did, and they grew too much? 

THE PRESIDENT: Ro, they won't grow more than the old ones 

did. That is exactly the point. 

Q lo? 

THE PRESIDENT: Do you remember that drive from Glasgow 

down to Fort Peck. That is almost all upland. l~ne 

of that land ought to be cultivated; none of it at 

all. Well, what are you going to do with the families 

on it, throw t~em into the cities and put them on 

relief? We have got to move tha somewhere. Where? 

Suppose you put th9Jil down in the Boise Valle7. !'bat 

upland farmer was farming 300 aores of wheat and he bad 

,,~ 
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not aade a soo4 crop ror t~ last en-en or e1cht 

7ears. Take hill do1m and put bill on 40 acrea ill 

the Boise Valley. Be does not 111ow wheat, he sron 

s118ll stutt, garden crops lika onions ot which there 

is a very little surplus at the present tt.e. You 

have transterred h1a trOll a crop which ·has a larse 

surplus into another crop which has virtually no 

surplus. 

Q llr. President·, we heard constantly as we went through 

the West that there wasn't any ~nterest any more in 

ag~icultural legislation, especially anything that 

carried crop curtailment because they had good crops 

and good prices tor the moment. Did you sense that 

reeling or have you had reports 

THE PRESIDENT: There is always, when you get a pretty 

good price and a good crop yield, a slackening ot 

interest. or course most or them realize and ra.ember 

what has happened in the past and there is very little, 

not nearly as much as one would expect, or the 1ack 

or interest that would normally come because they 

remember what did happen and they say t o themselves, 

art we do not do something about it at the present 

tille, it will happen again." They are much better 

educated than they have been. 

Q So you reel it won't be ditticult to put through ~is 

tara legislation when Congress returns? 



lo. Azul ot covae tbe otlle 114e ot 1 t 
I. 

is that U it 4oea not ao throQib th87 are boma4 to 

have an awful mash 1D crop prices and t ,bln thq wUl 

be the fira.t to COlle an4 deu.ncl what we are tr71Dc to 

do tor them this 7ear. 

Q lot changing the subJect, but d14 70u intake &DTth1DI 

on the Supr811e Court issue? 

THE PBESIDBRT: .Apparentl7 no real. interest in the method 
. . 

but a great deal. ot interest in the objectives. In 

other words, the average man throughout the West and 

all through t he Bast says, UQuicker, cheaper Justice, 

ext remel7 advisable and verJ' nece&S&rJ'. We have al.l 

bad our experiences. 
r . 

We do not know much about de-

tails. Ka7re the President is right, ma7be the 

President is wrong, but what we are atter is the 

ob~ective." 

Q 11&7 we add something about the judiciaey to that legisla-

tive program? 

THB PRBSIDDT: You are a little pr811&ture, I don't know. 

I would not put it in now because it wlll be too much 

ot a guess. I don't know. 

Q Bow about the anti-l7Dching bill. It is my recollection 
• 

tha~ the Senators --

Q We had a discussion about that. Does that have to come 

up at the Special Session, it there is one? 
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Dl PBISID.-ra It Jaaa to o.- ap aDdu tM l1m•te nle 

that til.,- TOte OD it 1 ef1atel.7 after 1oM p&aAie 

ot the Ol"op bUl. It haa paased tile Roue a1.Ha47. 
Q What is there that 70u can do to reach tJie ob~eotiYe 

other thaD what 7ou did do? 
. ' 

TBI PRBSIDaT: That is libat I 8Dl goiq to talk about 

when I get back to Wa~b1ngton. 

Q What are 70u going to talk about when :you get back to 

Washington? 

THE PRESIDBRT: Por instance, the question ot additional 

District judges. rbat is one method. I don't know. 

I think the .Circuit Gourt Judges recommended twelve. 

I tb1nk the Department at Justice reco .. ended twent7-

.tour. Well, we obviousl:y need to do something about 

it. Whether it is twelve or twent:r-tour is not the 

important thing. 

Q Should we consider the Supreme Court out ot it, Kr. 

Pr.esident? 

THE PRESIDKHT: Ro, not neces~arily but, on the at her 

hand, I would not say that :you can consider it in. 

Q Returning to that speeCh ot :yesterday, in view ot its 

extreme importance, I think it would be ver7 valuable 

it :you would answer a tew questions or else talk tor 

bacqround. 

mB PRISIDJr.r: I th1 nk on that I can only talk really 
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oa.pl.eteJ.T ott tbe reo01'4. I daD 't Rat to •&7 

&DTthinl tor baokpoaDd. 

Q I had no u~or "'"18 1D aiDd. One wa• nat 70U 

had 1n aind with ref'erence to qwuoanttntq -- what 

tJPe of ae&Sure • 8eOOD4J.;y 1 hoW ~uld :YOU reCODOile 

the polic;r ;rou outlil:aed ;reaterd&T with ~e polic;r 

ot neutralit;r laid down b;r the Act ot Concreaa~ 

TBB PRBSIDIBT: Read the last line I had in the speech. 

That gives it about as well as anything else. (LookSnc 

through lew York Herald Tribune or October 6.) 

Q I don't believe that paper carried it. (Laughter) 

TBB PRESIDENT: Bare it is: "Therefore America actively 

engages in t he search tor peace." 

Q But you also said t hat the peace-loving nations can and 

must rind a way to make their wills prevail. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes? 

Q And you were speaking, as I interpreted it, you were 

speaking or something more than moral indignation. 

That is preparing the way tor collaborative --

THE PRESIDBHT: Yes? 

Q Is anything contemplated? Have you moved? 

TBB PRBBIDERT: lfo; just the speech itseU. 
' 

Q Yes, but ho.w do ;rou reconcile that? Do ;rou accept the 

tact that that is a repudiation ot the neutral! t:r -­
TBB PRBSIDBIIT: lot tor a llinute. It u.;r be an expansion. 
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Q !a tllat t• uet ' 

!II a m~-.•••••· 
Q ,..,.., tbat , - , •••• ..,..,, .. 

Til PBaiD* fa ••• Mt uaeaA1'1l.7. Look, •saaottou• 
is a teniMe nrd to uae. !he7 are out ~ the 

' w1D4cnr. 

Q B11ht. Let's not call it that. Let's call it concert 

ot actlOD on the part ot peace-lOYiDC nations. Is 

th&t 1o1rig to be brought into playf 

TBB PRBBIDDT: I don't imow that I can give you spot · 

news because the lead is 1n the last line, ·~erica 

actively engages 1n the searCh tor peace.• I can't 

tell you what the methods' will be. We are looldng 

tor some way to peace and by no means is it necessary 

that that way be pontrary to the exercise ot neu-, 

trallty. 

Q Is there a likelihood that there will be a conference 

ot the peace-lOYiQg nations? 

TBB PRBSIDBRT: lo; conferences are out ot the window. 

You never ge~t an:)'Where with a conference. 

Q Poreicn papers put it as an attitude without a program. 

THE PRBSIDBIT: That was the London Tilles. 

Q Would you say that that is not quite it, that you are 

looking toward a progr&ll as well as haviq an attita4e? 
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Dl ~~ It il aa attlti «• al it toe1 ..t ..U.tzt 

a PJ'Oift8 bat it 1q1 n are looHnl tor a JINI1"&L 

Q It il a recept1Ye attit111e tonr4 a PI'OII'uf 

HI PBJSIDa!: !hen, another tb1nl 11h1ch 11 fJtt tile ... · 

record ent1rel.J'. We will aet one or two stort.s 

~roa London whi.ch say, "1ii7 doesn't the Un1te4 States 

suggest s011etb1ngt• Wb7 ahou1d we suagest soaetb'"'' 

Can't somebody else .aake a suggestion? We have done 

an awtul lot o~ suggesting. BTery time we enter 1Dto 

some kind o~ an e~~ort to settle something with our. 

British triends, when we make the suggestion they 
. . 

get 9()'/, and we get 1()'/,. When they ll&ke the suggestion 

it comes out nearer 50-50. Why should we be doing 

the suggesting? 

Q Wouldn't it be almost inevitable, if any program is 

reached, that our present Neutrality Act will have to 

be overhauled? 

THE PRESIDBRT: Not necessarily. !hat is the interesting 

tbiDg. 

Q !hat is very ~teresting. 

Q You say there isn't any contlict between What you outline 

and the leutrality Act. They see11 to be on opposite 

poles to .. &D4 your assertion does not enl1pten me. 

Tlll PBBSIDJn: Put 70ur tb1nk1ng-cap on, Brnest. (L1ndlq) 

Q I baTe been tor sa.e 7ears. !hey se• to be ~t oppol1~ 

poles. Bow ou 7ou be neutral 1t J'OU are 101DI to 



· •Up J'08l"le't with oae ll"MIP at Mtlout 
"' 

HI PBaiD•a ~t do J'OU •••a, •allen'•'• You 

aean a tr .. tJ'f 

Q lot neoes1ari17. I .. aat action on the part ot 

peace-loving nations. 

TD PBISIDBIIT: There are a .~ot or methods 1n the world 

that have never been tried 7et. 

Q But, at 8D7 rate, that is not an indication ot neutral 

attitude -- •quarantine the aggressors" and "other 

nations of the world.• 

THE PRES~DDT: I can't give you anY clue to it. You 

will have to invent one. I have got one. 

Q Did you notice that Senator Borah praised the speeCh? 

Q What is a quarantine? 

IIRS. ROOSEVELT: I have great sympathy with you, Ernest 

(Lindley). 

Q ~s is no longer neutralit7. 

THB PBESIDBRT: On the contrary, it might be a stronger 

neutralit7. 

Q I mean as related to (interrupted) 

Q This is all ott the record? 

THB PRBSIDIIT: Yes, this is all ott the record. 

... · .. · .. 

Q I wanted to ask something else about the Sapreae Court 

thing. Did you notice &DJ'. ditference 1n the att1tu4e 
' 

ot the people toward your Supreae Court poli07 and 



. . 
the att1t111[le tllat .. , za1 teatecl bJ the repre-

a.atat1vea .1D Coacreaa last Session! 

!BI PBISDifta hpaAa on wh1ah one ;you aean. !laere · 

were 435 41tterent attitudes 1D the Bouse aDd 96 

1n the Senate • . 

Q. Well, thq oD17 voted once. 

mB PJIISID•~: That was a catch vote, ali ;you know. 

Q. I tbtnk the;y were prett;y well lined up. 

!HI PRISID~: lrnes~ -- it ;you will read, all- ot you, 

th~ editorials in ·the other papers, ;you will see 

exactly what Ernest was briDging out, that there 

are no two ot them that agree. Absolutel;y no two 

ot them. llost at them cannot visualize the thtnc 

at all and ot course, when you come to the old aan 

ot tb~ seas -- old man Hearst -- he sent out hia 

editorial to all the papers and it is the silliest 

thing ever written. Did you see it in the ~illes 

Union this morning? It is pertectly terrible -­

awtul. Bays it means this is getting us into war 

and a lot ot that. 

Q Do you agree or disagree with what apparently amounts 

to the conclusion ot the British, that sanctions 

mean war? 

~BI PBBSIDII!: lo. Don't talk about sanctions. lever 

aucgeated it. As I said to Jt .. te, don't get ott 

on · the sanction roate. 



Q I ae'Dt tlaat 1D a•eral tft'll8; 101DI fllrther t!ten 

aoral cl•nnno1at1on. 

1'11 P .. IDifta ~t 1a not a 4~1D1t1on at •aaaotiou.• 

Q Ia a •q1181"ant1De• a aaactiont 

TD PUSIDiftt lo. 

Q Are 70u ezolud1ng aD7 coerc1Te action? Sanctions ia 

coerciTe. 

!BB PBBSIDift: 1'hat is exact~7 the difference. 

Q Better, then, to keep it in a aora1 sphere? 

TBI PRBSIDBRT: lo, it can be a ver7 practic~ sphere. 

JIR. O'BlUD: Thank you, llr. President. 
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THE PRESIDENT: I hope that you will all, all of you who were 

not on the trip, ask everybody what a good time they had 

on the trip -- those who went -- and, eepeoially, ask 

about their night at Lake Crescent. They had a very, 

very wonderful night at Lake Crescent, one of the best 

they have ever spent on any trip. 

Q May we begin by aSking you about the trip? 

THE PRESIDENT: I had a very good t ime. 

Q Tell us some of the things you took in on this trip. 

THE PRESIDENT: I took in a lot. It was a bi g intake. 

Literall y, I haven't got a singl e bit of news this 

morning because, as you know, we had a conference Wed-

nesday morning and I have been at Hyde Park ever since 

and I have not seen the Secretary of State nor anybody 

as yet . If you ask any questions about foreign things, 

I will tell you I don't know. 

Q You are going to see the Secretary of State? 

THE PRESIDENT: He is coming in at eleven o'cl ock. 

Q Will you comment on the business situation? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 



Will he be naaed prett1 •oon? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not 1et, but soon. 

Q Considerable speoulation has been aroused, both at home 

and abroad, over the use of •oonoerted effort• and 

•quarant ine• in your Chicago speeoh. 

THE PRESIDENT: So I understand. 
; 

Q I wonder if you could tell us whether you have any plans 

toward implementing the suggestions carried out in your 

Chicago speech. 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I cannot say anything further than what I 

said Wednesday morning because I haven't talked to any-

body since then. 

Q What about an extra session? 

THE PRESIDENT: Same thing as Wednesday morning. 

Q Is Norman Davis coming over? 

THE PRESIDENT: He is , and the Under Secretary is coming. 

~ Any progress being made on selecting sites f or air bases 

under the Wilcox Bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. You mean last year's bill? 

Q Two years ago, for a series of coast air bases. 

THE PRESIDENT: They are about to get one at Tacoma and that 

is about the only one I heard or on the trip. 

t ·-



Q The7 authorised tbreet 

THE PRESIDENT: I haYen 1 t the talnteet 1dea. 

Q Will you take up the 1nternat1onal e1tuat1on with your 

O&blnet this afternoon? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. 

Q Do you plan to hold any meeting or conterenoe with Kr. 

Justice Black? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I am only going to be here five days. 

Q Can you comment on the reports from Paris that Mr. Blum 

plans to pay a visit to you? 

THE PRESIDENT: That was in the newspaper. 

Q Is it too early to say how long you will remain up at 

Hyde Park? 

THE PRESIDENT: About six or seven days-- about a week. I 

have got to speak in Poughkeepsie on Wednesday morning, 

which is the 250th Anniversary of the town and the 150th 

Anniversar7 of the Constitution and the laying or the 

cornerstone~f the new Post Offic e. 

Q Aren't you scheduled to make a speech here on some build-

ing dedication? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have to be back here t or that on the 20th . 
• 

That is the Federal Reserve Building, another cornerstone. 

Q Have you any comment on the announcement that President Ortiz 

ot Argentina might visit you? 



!liE PRDIDD!r OnlJ that it he ooaee up he will be Yer'J, ., • ., 

welooae. I haYe not heard anrth1ng pe~eonallJ exoept 

What I read. 

Q Will . rou sake a Conet1tut1on apeeoh at Poughkeepe1e' 

THE PRESIDENT: Yea, I am going to reter to my great-great­

gaandtather who was a member ot the Constitutional Con­

vention whioh met in Poughkeepsie and whioh rati fied 

the Constitution. 

Q You mentioned him before. What was his name? 

THE PRESIDENT: Isaao. 

Q Mr. President, do you favor the use of compulsory marketing 

quotas in connection with the cr op control program? 

THE PRESIDENT: Will you repeat that? 

Q Do you favor the use of compulsory marketing quotas in con­

nection with the crop control program? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; I have not read it over. 

Q The old one was strictly voluntary and the Bankhead and 

Smith bil ls have ~ompulsory features. 

THE PRESIDENT: There are too many constitutional issues in­

volved in the question for snap judgment. 

Q In the event the nine-power signatories should suggest 

Washington as the site of the nine-power conference, 

would that be weloomed? 

' 



THE PRISID!NT: In the tirat plaae, it ia an 1 it1 queatian 

and, in the aeaond plaoe, aa I said betore, I Qannot •ar 

anything about the toreign situation at the present tiae, 

not having talked to the Secretary ot State. 

Q Anything about an extra session? 

THE PRESIDENT: The same story as on Wednesday. 

Q Are you going to hold conferences regarding the special 

session? I understood you were going to have various 

people in. 

THE PRESIDENT: I will talk to people. There won' t be any 

conf erence on it. 

Q Will the decision be made bef or e you go to Hyde Park? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. 

Q Ther e have been many stories in recent days concerning the 

possibility of higher t axes for next year. 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven ' t any news on i t. 

Q Has the Tr easury Department submitted i ts plans f or new 

t axes? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q You said i n one of your messages it would be in October. 

THE PRESIDENT: I imagineit will be. 

Q Mr. President, will you take up revision or the Neutrality 

Aot i n "the special session . or in the regular session? 



·-' 

TRJ: PUBIDEHT: I cannot ooaent at all. It il the uae old 

stoJ7. I haven 1 t got anything to add to what I laid on 

Wednesday morning because I have no further information. 

Q Mr. President, returning to Poughkeepsie , in what oapaoitJ 

was this great-great-grandfather at that Conventiont 

What was he, a delegate? 

THE PRESIDENT: He was a delegate, yes. 

Q Mr. Presi dent, do you expect to have a revised budget tor 

this year soon? Will one be issued shortly? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. 

MR. YOUNG: THank you, Mr. President. 
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