CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #453, i
Executive Offices of the White House,

April 22, 1938, 1040 A.M.

THE PRESIDENT: Have you got any news?

MR. EARLY: I was just thinking about you, having cleaned up the
editors about 11:30 last night, telling me to shoot the
reporters this morning. (Laughter)

Q Give us a chance to write it before the editors get back home
and write it.

MR, EARLY: They won't write it.

Q@ I want to ask you something about prices this morning.

THE PRESIDENT: Prices? What prices?

& Commodity prices.

K. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: There isn't any news this morning. I gave all the
news lest night to the editors, lots of it, &nd it was all off
the record.

& Do you find thet the editors recognize news when they see 1t?
(Laughter)

TH: PRESIDENT: Not as well as you fellows do.

Q@ I wgree with you. (Laughter)

@ Can ycu1;ell us about the studies being made of prices?

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to ask Frocurement about it. I don't
know enough about it.

Q@ I mean the study of your group, that you have.

THE PRESILENT: Well, that is being done really under Procurement.

Whet group do you mean?




Q That interdepartmental committee.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; they are still studying it.

Q Cen you tell us anything about your fishing trip you are reported
to be taking next week or so?

THE PRESIDENT: There is just a possibility -- it depends entirely
and it may be called off et the last minute -- that I may go

down to Charleston and get on board one of the new cruisers

to be gone four or five days. There are two objects: One, to

see the new type of cruiser, and the other one, to get an op-
portunity to do a great deal of report reading that I have to
do but that I ¢éannot do here.

Q@ What is the name of the cruiser?

THE PRESIDENT: PHILADELPHIA, but it is & very tentative plen.

Q@ Whst ship will we go on?

THE PRESIDENT: You don't go. (Laughter)

Q@ Will there be any destination?

THE PRESIDENT: Atlantic Ocean and back.

Q@ Will you tell us, sir, what you intend to discuss with lr. Ford?

THE PRESIDENT: I suppose the things he has already told you.

Q@ Going beck to that cruiser, have you any new ideas on cruisers,
like the Japenese have?

TH: FKESIDENT: No. (Laughter) You mean happy thoughts?

Q Well, you saic you wanted to look &t the cruiser.

THE PRESIDENT: That is right.

% The Secretery of Wer and the Surgeon General spoke to you about

their projeect to erect their Army medicel building. They dis-

cussed it with you. Do you have anything further to say about
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tﬁnt?

THE PRESIDENT: Only that I am very much in accord with the plan to
put it up here in Washington, and that is what they recommend
also. It is a medical library for which we have probably the
greatest nucleus in the world, everything in medical history,
going away beck, incunabula and manuscript, going back to
medical sources, and we should dignify it with a separste build-
ing. It is listed on the general plan for improvement of Gov-
ernment facilities in Waushington. As to the location of it,
that ig a matter that will not come up until Congress votes the
money for it.

@ &t your luncheon yesterday with Senstor Borsh, did you agree on
monopoly?

TEE PREGIDENT: Ve zgreed substantially on everything.

o What.about & monopoly messuge? 'Then will it go up?

THE PRESIDENT: I hope before I go awey next Friday, if I go away.

Q@ Same about texes?

THL PRESIDENT: The seme about taxes. In fact, about taxes, I think
probably the tax-exempt bond and salary will go up on lionday.

¢ HReferring to your talk with Senztor Boreh, cen you give us your
~yiews on neutrality with respect to Spain and also in relation
to the Far East?

THE PRESIDENT: UNot in detail. I think the only thing thaet can be
sald on that is thet there are two objects -- two objectives

with respect to the neutrality law: OCne is to keep the United

States from being involved in forelgn wars and the other is

that if & foreign war takes place, we must, uas far as humanly
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possible under this 15; -- 1t 1s a difficult one to operate
under -- avoid giving aid to one side as against the other, or
of penalizing one side as ageinst the other. Now, it has to be
a general statement and I cannot go very much further than that.
You can all use your imaginetion as to the practicel application.

Q Do you think that has been substantially done in the Spanish case?

THE PRESIDENT: As far as it is possible to do so under the existing
law.

Q Is it possible to embargo German and Italian purchases ﬁﬂre?

THE PRESILENT: Do what?

Q Is it possible to embargo German and Italian purchases here of
munitions?

THE PRESIDENT: Or French?

Q@ Or English?

THE PRESIDENT: Or English. Not under the present neutrality law.

Q What sre your reactions to the charges thut the appropriations
for the resident commission -- the High Cormissioner's residence
in the Philippines are excessive? ‘

THE PRESIDENT: I think if I gave you my reactions I would have to
comrent on stztements made on the floor of the House and, under
the Constitution, I am not supposed to do thet. (Laughter)

G It was seaid up there that lcNutt was leaving the Philippines
October first on & world tour. Does that agree with your plans?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. Thet is the first I hesrd of it.

Q@ Representative Snyder of the subcormittee told us he was told that
by lieNutt.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know.
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Q Would it be possible for you to give us a little light on why you
say that we eare going to be as neutral as we can under the lim-
itations of the law, which is not & perfect law? What are the
limitations of the law which have not been satisfactory?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think any of us want1tu £0 into that. I
would have to have the law before me and go into it in detail.
It would take half an hour.

¢ Will you do it at the next Press Conference?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

¢ To return to possible purchases of arms in this country, there
are stories that the British are sending & delegation over to
negotiate regarding purchases of aircraft in this country.

Have you been informed of that?

THZ PRESILENT: I have reed that they are doing it. I know only
whet I read in the papers. ‘

4 4Are you poing to teke the POTCMNAC with you on your eruise?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I will go way off shore. I will get as far away
&s I can from visitors, telephones and the Press. (Leughter)

Q Ir. President, the Americen Ambassedor to Chile is reported in
today's papers to have told the authorities there thet you may
visit Chile this year. l'ould you care to talk about that?

THE PRLSILENT: 'bnly the same o0ld story. I have wanted for four
years to visit the west coast of South ‘merieca. I have visited
the east coast and Colonbila and I want to visit the west cosst
some day. That is as far as it has got.

& ©Speaking of messages, what has happened to the message on phosphate?

THE PRESICENT: Fred (Essary), that is & terribly embarrassing question.

3 .




Q Embarrassing?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q It is not embarrassing to me. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: It embarrasses me, Fred, lots because I have lost the
pepers. They are somewhere between here and Agriculture.

Q Well, that is fair enough.

@& Mr. President, are there any other large industrialists besides
lir. Ford on the invitation list for the future?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't any list made out ahead of time.

@ In respect to tuxes, you mentioned some time ago thet you thought
it might be a good idea to have a conference of étate and locsl
officials with respect tc taxes. Have you gilven any more thought
to that?

THL FRESILENT: There hus been & good ceal of thought but there are
other things on the priority list.

& 7TYou think thet might be held sometime?

THe, PhSTLENT': Yes.

@ Have you &ny plans for the week end?

THE PRESIDENT: I will go down the river at 12:%0 tomorrow and get
back Sundey afterncon, late. 'e go off the record tomorrow.

¢ Will you go from annapolis or ‘ashington?

THe PRESIDENT: Vashington.

& Do you favor & lierchant larine training school?

THZ PRESIDENT: VYell, we have & guod many of them now, doing very
good work.

@ There 1s one recormended in the Kennedy laritime Report.

Q I am speaking of the ones thet Kennedy-recommended. The laritime
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Commission is considering establishing unmathiné.

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I don't know. You have half a dozen now, state
training schools.

Q I meant Federal -- speaking of schools and not ships.

THE PRESIDENT: They are the same thing.

Q I wanted one at Quoddy Village. (Laughter)

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President.
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Executive Offices of the White House,
April 26, 1938, 4.09 P.M.

Q Here is Rudolph Forster.

% Hello, Admiral,

MR. FORSTER: Hello, Fred (Storm).

@ Commodore and Commodore McKenna.

Q We have the Navy snd the Judiciary here today.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

@ Uid you notice the two shades of green in the new stamps yesterday?

THi PRESIDENT: No, I have not.

¢ They have different ink.

Q. Can you tell us who will sccompany you on your ocean trio out to
the Atlantic Ocean?

THL PRESIDENT: Dean (Mr. Young), I have three promotions in the Naval
service to announce, Thev will take their first eruise under
thelir new titles with me on Friday nizht. The first is Mr.
McIntyre, who has been promoted to & Rear Admiral -- to a Vice
Admiral. (Laughter)

% This is good. A

THE PRESIDENT: The other is Commodore Forster, who is promoted to
Rear Admiral, and the third is Captain icxenna, who has been pro-
moted to Commodore.

( Does the Navy know? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes. Their suits have been prepared, Fred (Storm).

& What is your perticular rank in this navy?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, just the same old thing, C in C (Commender in Chief).




Q Will Commodore McKenna be able to take it?

THE PRESIDENT: You bet he will, He is an old sea dog.

G We have been given a 1ist of nemes and a statement conourred in by
sixteen of the outstanding business and financial people of the
country, and I understand you have a copy, pledging cooperation.
Can you give us your reaction?

THE PRESIDENT: It just came in three minutes ago and I have just read
it throuegh once and it seems to be excellent.

9 Without specific reference, nscessarily, to Governmor La Follette's
move, do you think there is a need for organization of liberal
forces in politics?

THFE PRESIDENT: The more liberel forces for liberal policies of the
country the hetter.

n Returning to your proposed cruise, cen you tell us what arrange-
ments have heen made for the Press durins that time.

THi, PRESIDENT: Ve have arranged a special train on Friday night,
which will take the Press all the way to Charleston and then,
when we Admirals and Commodores oush off on Saturday morning
about nine o'clock, the Press will be completely free to see all
of the flower gavdens and the azaleas in Charleston just as long

as they want, returning to Washinzton at their leisure, When I

come back, I will probablv come straicht bacx to washingzton.

& Landing at Annapolis?

THe PRESIDENT: Either at Annapolis or st the mouth of the Potomae
Aiver and taking the FOTOMAC up.

2 About a week, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: Just a week.
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Q Some of us on this side did not hear what you said about the busi-
nessmen's statement.

THE PRESIDENT: I think I said it just ceme in three minutes ago and
I read it through once and thought it was excellent.

4 Are you going to see any of the sixteen businessmen?

THE PRESIDENT: I have been seeing a great many of them.

@ Will you meke that public?

THE PRESIDENT: I think it was made publiec.

Q Who will.be with you st your luncheon tomorrow with Mr. Ford (Henry

Ford)?

THE PRESIDENT': Mr. Ford, Edsel Ford, Mr. Cameron and Eccles.

& (Mr. Godwin) The civic associetions end newspspers in this town
are staging what they call a referendum on Saturdavy to determine
whether or not theyr need suffrage in the Listrict of Columbia.
Can you help that mlono a little? (Laughter) If you cannot,
don't say anvthing. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Can I say snything off the recorad?

Q@ (Mr. Godwin) No, not against it. (Lsughter)

THE PRESIDENT: T was not zoing to talk sbout it. I was goins to talk
ebout the newspspers, off the record. Don't you want that?

4 (Mr. Godwin) No, mo. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I wes going to pay a compliment to the newspapers,
off the record. (Laughter)

@ (Mr., Godwin) I am afraid to trust you. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I will tell you privately afterwards. It is all right.

« Getting back to the lord luncheon, can you tell us what is likely

to be discussed, since you have lir. Eccles there? You are going
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to have lir. Fecles there; that indicates finance.

THE PRESIDENT: No, economics.

§ General economics?

(The President did not answer the question.)

Q@ Getting back to Mr. Godwin's rather peculiar question, have you
anything to say about this referendum in Washington?

THE PRESIDENT: I wish I could, but honestly I have not read anything
about it but just the headlines. Thsat, really, is true.

4 The story appears in Detroit to the effect that both General Motors
and the Chrysler Corporation inform you that only Mr. Ford ecen
lead the --

THF. PRESIDENT: (interposinge) Thet what?

¢ == that only the Forac lkotor Company, by entering into an agreement
with them, can bring about recoverv in that industry.

THE PRESIDENT: I never heard of it.

You know, the Federal Trade Commission reached an agreement with
motor menufecturers in Detroit.

THF PRESIDENT: Is that today?

W Yes.

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard of it.

& The statement says tuat the automobile industrv comes unier the
powers of the Federasl Trade Commission for the first time.

THC PRESIDENT: That is & new one on me.

w Have you heard, sir, that Mr. Berle is goins to the Medison Confer-
ence cnlled by Governor La Follette?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, he told me so yesterday.

% Any significance in that?




THE PRESIDENT: I suppose he is going because he is invited.

Q Have you any comment on the Anglo-Irish trade talk, which is taking
place?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Only I suppose the general comment that this seems
to solve a good many of the problems between Fngland and Ireland
and therefore is, very definitely, a step that is being accepted
with pleasure.

@ Mr. President, have you ever had s conference or conversation before
with Mr. Henry Ford?

THE PR@SIDENT: Oh, yes, lots of then.

§ Since you were President?

THE PRESIDENT: lo.

% The new national airmail stamp, the commemorative stamp, goes on
sale May fifteenth. Prior to thet the Dayton, Ohio, and St.
Petersburg flight of planes will carry covers snd it is the sug-
gestion that you add the one arrivine first to vour album. Would
that fit in with your approval?

THr PRESILENT: I uccept all Xinds of gifts of stamps with greet avid-
ity.

% You will sccept both repgardless of which arrives first?

THE PRESIDE:T: -ﬂET]ut (e arranre it thet they ﬁiil hoth errive
simultanezu=1+?

Tacl ety vents to be the first to arrive,

TH:k PRISITFNT: That can be fixed un with the sirport.

Do you intend tc send e message of sny kind to the La Follette con-
ference?

THE PRESIDENT: No.




& Have you selected a new Assistant Secretary of Commerce?
THE PRESIDENT: Not yet.

&)

-

The Philadelphia City Chairmen hes asked for an F.R.I. investiga-
tion of things in Pennsylvenia. Has that been referred to the
Depaétment of Justice?

THL PRESIDENT: I don't know.

Will you get your monopoly message up before you leave on the cruise?

THF PRESIDENT: That depends entirely on whether I get it to the Con-

gress on Friday or whether I do not get it finished in time before
they adjourn Friday sfternoon, in which cese it will be held until
Mondey when they will meet spain, because I suppose they will not
be in session on Ceturdey.

w Uoes kr. Berle in any way represent the Administration on this trip?

THi. PRESIDENT: As I understand it, he was invited personally to go

and expected personally to go.

v, 1 did not hear whether you saic¢ he came in to ask you or to tell vou?

THr PRESIDENT: He told me.

« There is a report from 3erlin todsy thet Ambassador Hugh Wilson has

ﬁndertakﬁn a lahor study and has asked the Berlin Government for

facts and figures on whet they have done ir handling the labor

situation. Do you know anythins about that?

THI. PRESIDENT: No. The only thing thet it micht be was this: I told

bim that I was very much interested in their outdoor camps for
young. people, ebout which I know #ery little except the fact that
beth boys and girls seem to be improving very muech physicelly. I
was interested in the work which the German Government is doing

for the physical health of young people 2nd I asked him to study




that end let me know. That is probably it.

¢ Is it conceivable that the question of an annual wage will be dis-
cussed between yourself and Mr. Ford?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not the faintest ides.

© Have you read his proposal for an annual wage?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

@ Do you contemplate any further esnswer to the businessmen's statement

after you have read it more thoroughly?

THE PRESIDENT: I did not get it. (referring to the question.)

% Do you ccntemplate eny further snswer to the businessmen's statement
after you have read it more thoroughly?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I had not thought sbout it. I reelly
haven't thought sbout it vet, You are a whole day ahead of time.

< Representative John O'Connor was seen coming out of here sbout ten
minutes ago. Anything you have to say on his unexpected visit to
the White House?

THI PRESIDENT: We talked about just one subject and that was wWages
and hours.

R I am glad you told us the truth., He =aid it was about the cherry
blossoms. (Laughter) Will there be an effort for wawes and hours
this seasion?

THI' PRESIDENT: I think he will ask for it. T know I em asking for it.

Q. How about the Rules Committee?

THI" PRISIDENT: You will have ic ask them,

¢ Did he ssk for the appointment or did vou aek him to come down?

THE PRECIDENT: T asked him to come d§wn.

@ Are you going to do anything to stop the Democratic warfare up in




Pennsylvania?

THE PRESIDENT: You had better go up to Pennsylvania and find out

there. (Laughter)

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President.
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THE PRESIDENT: Claude (Mahoney), are you going?

Q@ No.

THE PRESIDENT: That is what comes from representing & financial paper.

& They have no‘service over the week end, anyway.

THE PRESIDENT: are you confining it to the week end? (Laughter)

& DNo, sir. They will have to take Press Associstions.

THE PRESILDKNT: Do the) tuke Press Associetions.

& They have an unbiased account now of what happene.

'THL TRESIDENT: Lo you take Press Assocliations?

@ (lr. hahoney) e take Fred's (Storm) stuff. I am supposed to be
fauster on my feet then he is.

THE PRESIDENT: You know the difference between & doller and s cent,
(Laughter)

& (Mr. Storm) 7o my sorrow; I réﬂlize thuat now.

THi, PrdSIDEIT: That is why we are botl poor. (Laughter)

(ir. Young) Kip crowd today.

i3, DONALDECN: All 4n.

TH: PHESIDENT: Oh, let us see. I have several things. No. 1 on the
trip: There are more uzealeas trep I exprected in Charleston and
therefore I do not !mow what vort I em coming back to. I might
come back to Charleston. Bu* I won't know Until about Tuesday,
somewhere ulongs there. It is just possible T mav come back to

Cherleston, So, if the Press decides to count azsleas, I will

arrange to have the press dispatches zo into the Charleston




Navy Yard.

Q Ve are all flower lovers.

TEL PRESIDENT: Poor old Pet McKenna cannot go with us because his
sister is very 111, so I have given him a rain check for another
cruise.

I heve sent & letter to Altmeyer, Chairman of the Social
Security Eoard. You can get coples from Altmeyer. He has got
copies and further details if you went more of & story. (Headingi

"I am very anxious that in the press of admin-
istrative duties the Social Security Boerd will not
logse sight of the necessity of studying weys and
means of irproving and extending the provisions of
the Social Security Act.

"The enactment of the Social Security Act
rmerked & great advance in affording more equiteble
anc effective protecticn to the people of this
country egelnst widespread end growing economic
hazerds. The successful operation of the let is
the best proof that it was soundly conceived.
Hoviever, it would be unfortunate if we assumed
thut it was complete and final."

-

Thet is along the line of what I have talked to you sbout so

often, how, in Inglend, they have had en fet for slmost a quarter

of = century and &lrost every yeer or twe they amend it without
| fuss and feathers in Perlisment, improvines the actual working
of it. (Reading)

"Hather, we should be constantly seeking to per-

fect and strengthen it in the light of our accumu-

leting experience and growing apprecistion of
social needs.

"I am particularly anxious that the Board
glve attention to the development of & sound plan
for liberelizing the old age insurance system.

In the development of such & plan I should like
to heve the Board glve consideration to the feas-
ibility of extending its coverage, commencing the
ravment of old age insurence annuities at an
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earlier dete than January 1, 1942, peylng larger
benefits than now provided in the Act for those
retiring during the earlier years of the system,
providing benefits for aged wives and widows, and
providing benefits for young children of insured
persons dying before reaching retirement age. It
is my hope that the Board will be prepared to sub-
mit its recommendations before Congress reconvenes
in January."

Copies and further explanation and detalls from the Chairman.
Then there ceme in on the ninth of April -- I have been
readin: i1t in the peantime and there is no reason you should
nut-huve it -- & report of a special cormittee on the housing
needs, that is to say, the federal buildings in the District
of Columbia. It is sizned by the Secretary of the Interior
and the cheirmaen of the Senate Subcormittee on District Appro-

priastions, that is, sSenautor Zlmer Thomes, the chairman of the

Subcommittee of the House appropriations Committee for the
District of Columbia, the cheirman of the Nationzl Capital
Purk and Plannine Commission and the Direetor of Procurement.

Thet 1s &8 study of present and future needs for Government

buildings in Jashington. Copies of it are available &t the
office of iubrey Taylor in the Interior Department.

w Ve will get it over in Interior and not here?

THE TRESIDENT: It is so long we have not got copies.

«w Getting buck to socinl security, huve you gone far enough into
it to tell whether you can cut dowm rayments to the reserve
fund?

TiIL PREISIDENT: That you will have to talk to Altmeyer about. It

is on= of the things they are studying.

w «re copies beiny given out of that, sir?
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MR. EARLY: Not here.

THL PRESIDENT: Not here =-- Altmeyer. Outside of that I think we
are &ll clear. %e l-vave &t 8.00 o'clock tonight.

& &any comment you cen meke on the announcement of the formation of
the new Frogressive Party?

THL PRESIDENT: Nothing to add to what I said last Tuesday.

4 Cuan you tell us enything about your Ford visit?

TH: PRESIDENT: No, except that I was interested tc see what the
press said ubout it.

w FHow nesarly accurate was the press?

THz PELSIDEIT: Ch, don't ask me that, Xarl (Godwin).

{y .bout as usual? (Laughter)

« 'lhat is the stuatus of the mcnopoly message?

T PRESIDINT: I think they have started to type it end T think it
will go up this afternoocn.

w 1. President, cre you going to cive personal attention to the
political use of PA in Pennsylvania or other states, or will
you leuve it entirely in the hands of lir. Hopkins?

IHz PrESIDENT: It is supposed to be investigated by the people who
are in charge of it.

« @ cannot hear vou back here.

THE TrZsIDE!T: People are supposed to investigate it who sre in
charge of it, where allegations have been made. Cbviously,
they g¢o to Mr. Hopkins.

¢ . Presildent, the morning papers say that the more conservative

advisers of the President say that you are considering crestion

of & new council of business men to studv &nd make reconmende-




tions on economic problems.

THE H-ItESIIERT: I read it in the papers.

¢ Is there any truth in 1t?

THE PREEIDEHT: No. If you will ask me direct cuestions, I will have
to give you direct answers.

w C&n you tell us something about Lowell lMellett -- what he is pre-
sumed to do or will do?

THD PRESIDENT: He is to go back and reconsititute the N. E. C. the
way it was working about two years ago. In other words, with &
larger relief program, & larger flood control program, public
works, C, C. C., et cetera und so on, going-into effect as soon
as the bill pusses -~ certainly by the first of July -- we have
to have coordination in the different states. TFor the last two
years we have been cutting down because the need for coordina-
tlon has beern getting less and now 1t has to ve stepped up ageain.

The system worked exceedingly well., I should say 1t worked

pretty well in forty stutes out of forty-eisht, which is a
pretty 2ood average, so we ure going to reconstitute it under
Lowell.

& «re those stute orgunizations disintegzruted?

T PRESICENT: Yo, we have the nucleus in every stete.

% ©Cn paper?

THL PheSIDENT: No, not only on paperw - I don't know vhether they
have been prolng out to the public or not but Red Leggett has
been getting out u very interesting staterent once & month ever

since he has been in, & sort of report or general plecture of the

conditlons in each state relating to needs, employment, public
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works, =-- all forms of Govermment activity -- and recommenda-
tions as to how things can be better ccnrdin&tad; Now, these
reports have been coming to me every month end then going out
to the different agencies arfact;d by the report, so they have
been very helpful and it has not been a mere skeleton. It has
been cut down.
& Is lr. Leggett goinz to stay in the Government?
THE FRESIDENT: Yes,
< Where?
Tii PRISIDENT: Lowell wants hir to stey with him.
« C&n you give us &n outline of your plen for a basic sttack on
unemployment? I mean & basic attack on it?
THi PRESID:NT: Oh, not today. I . trying to get the llessage to
Congress,
( Have you any ccrment to make on Henry Yord's speech last night to
tte editors®?
Tik. PRESIDENT: I heve only read the headlines.,
« Thet is all there was to it. (Laughter)
< Did you see the story in this norning's raper where Senator Minton
hus introcuced & bill in which he viould imnose & fine on news-
'puper editers who kmowingly printed = fulse story? The bill wae
introduced yesterﬁaé.
THL fRESIDENT: I read the Leadlines, Fred (Storm) and I think thet
is & metter that would have to be referred tc the Prison Cormis-
sion. (Laughter)

& .What Coimission?

IR, ZaBLY: Prison Commission.
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@ Are you for such a bill, Mr. President?

THE PRESICERIT: I am trying to cut down the cost of Government, I
don't want to have to builé any nore prisons. (Laughter) You
boys asked for it, you know.

Mk, STORM: Thank you, lr. President. e hope you have & nice trip.

£

THE PRESIDENT: Have a good time. 1 will see you all in just about

& wveek.

¢ There was & report in New York at the editors' meeting that Gov-
ernment was contenplating sturting & newspaper. Is there any-
thing to that?

TEL FRESIDELT: That would be interesting, wouldn't it7? Will you
edit it, Fred (Storm)?

& (Mr. Storm) I would be gled te.

T' L PRESICENT: Good; that is all right -- as, if and when. (Leughter)
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CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #456,

On board the U.S.8. PHILADELPHIA,
Charleston, South Carolina,

May 8, 1938.

(The President greeted each member of the White House Correspondents
Staff individually, and was introduced to two members of the local
Press. Photographers from the local Press took photographs of the
conference as it was held.)

@ Did you have good weather, iJr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: Ve hed per®ect weather, did you have good weather?

Q Ve had one of the most delightful times, next best to Rio.

THE PRESIDENT: BKHow did you like llac's stories?

@ Best reports we have had. We are going to make a reporter of him.

THE PRESIDENT: Where were you at 10.00 o'clock last night? Ve were
wondering whether you could all be found., (keferring to the S35
MARATHON incident)

w We all got it. Everyone was present.

THE PRESILENT: Where iz the Hysterlcal House?

Q It isn't Hysterical House, it is the Historical iouse -- you can
get drirks there. As a matter of fact we were out with a Lr.
Stone who owns en oid plantation sbout 200 years old. 'This 1is &
lovely city, you ought to see it sometime, ir. President.

Q To strike a serious note, iir. President, is there anything you can
say on the Vages and lours Bill.

THE PRESIDENT: I think we sent something to you on that.

Q@ I think you sent it to Washington.

THE PRESIDENT: No, nothing further,




Q While you were gone, Mr. President, & man named Winthrop Aldrich
gave a speech regarding extending a breathing spell to business
of two or three years to absorb what had been done.

THE PRESIDENT: I have only seen the radio praaa;

¢ Was he one of the sixteen?

MR, McINTYRE: He led all the rest.

THE PRESIDENT: I have not seen & newspaper since last Tuesday's.

Q The other development in Washington is the interest on the neutral-
ity question, particularly lifting the arms embargo to Spain.
The Nye Resoclution comes up.

THE PRESIDENT: I think the State Lepartment Press report covered it
completely.

MR, MeINTYRE: I will get one of those ship's papers for you. It
covered it completely.

THE PRESIDENT: Ve sent something on the Spanish embargo to you -
just what you asgked.

%« It was about old Spanish fortresses.

THr PRESIDENT: It was a direct reply.

Ik. McINTYHE: Approaching the subject.

¢ Mr. President, any fﬁrther plans for Londay =-- the regular con-
ference? |

THE PRESIDENT: Just normal. There will be a conference around teﬁ.

4 When do you look for an adjournment?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know.

Q@ Will you see Harry Hopkins and Secretary Ickes immédiately upon

your return?

THE PRESICENT: . I suppose so. I will see the Secretary of State and
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Secretary of the Treasury tomorrow. Those are the only defi-
nite dates we have.

Q@ Anything special on Secretary Hull?

THE PRESILENT: No, just bring things up to date.

Q Mr. President, Harry Hopkins has done a splendid job with the old
Dock Street Theatre here.

THE PRESIDENT: It is good, isn't it? I was in it in 1913, it is
very nice.

@ They have put up a tablet to Harrr*: "t“;ﬁ“

THE PRESIDENT: That theatre and thafﬁid Gﬁé;g ﬁbusa in New Orleans
are the most interesting theatres in this country, and the old
Operea House was burned down.

& How about that barracude Kudolph Forster ceught? Did he really
catch 1t?

THL PRESICENT: Of course. Ve had so many barracuda we didn't know
what to do with them.

@ Ir. President, whet time are you going ashore?

THE PRESIDENT: About 6:45, starting to leave about 6:00 o'clock.

Q@ Is there any complaint on the Wages and Fours B111l?%

Tl PRESIDENT: I haven't a thing on it except the small redio re-
ports -- the dispatches we get on the radio. ¥You ought to see
Colonel Watson; the second day out he got burned -- he looked
like a Carid Indian. He didn't like it because it hurt his
Virginia ancestry.

Q blir. President, did you notice the transformation of the HARTFORD?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, doesn't it look nice?

@ Speaking of the .old HARTFORD, they should take the HARTFCRD from
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hara and put it in the Yankee waters of Hartford amnd put the
submarine that is under the Hoosatonic here.

THL. PRESIDENT: Do you suppose they know where she 1s? It would be
grand. You know the plan right along has been to use the water-
front of the Potomac for some historie ships, one from each war,
starting with the CONSTITUTION, 1f we could get her from Boston.
Of course there is the CONSTELLATION, which is at Newpart. If
we could raise the submarine it would be a fine thing.

Q The amazing thing about that is that eight crews went out and were
lost and each time the entire corps stepped forward to_vclunteef.

THE PRESIDENT: I have a very interesting print of that.

Q Did Mac get anything to drink?

THE PRESIDENT: Heavens, no! He waes on a Nﬁv% ship. Fe was on a
milk dilet.

MR. McINTYRE: Yes, and I lost three pounds.

& The State Legislature of South Carolins has passed numsrous Resolu-

tions that you award one ship to this Yard. Have you anything

on that?

THE PRESIDENT: I am not sufficiently up on the schedule, but we are

going to keep construction work going here. Let me see, they
have just laid a keel here. We will undoubtedly keep two ships
going here at all times. You have one here about three-quarters
completed and one with & keel being laid, and when the number one
goes overboard we will start enother.

Q How about raliéf labor on new projects?

THE PRESIDENT: We will use relief labor as far as we can.

Q Have you any particular interest in the South Carolina Primeries?

-
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THE PRESIDENT: A great deal of interest, as I have in most Primaries.

MR. STORM: Thank you, Mr. President,




CONFIDENTIAL

Press Confersnce #457

Executive Offices of the White House
May 10, 1938, 4:10 P.M.

(There was some "round-the-desk" discussion about the activities of

the Press while in Charleston.)

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't believe there is any news. I have been try-
ing to catch up since yesterday morning and I haven't caught up
yet.

Q Anything'to say about the Florida election?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I think the little old Latin phrese.

Q@ What is it? Whet phrase?

THE PRESIDENT: I will put it in Fnglish, "The thing speaks for itself.”

Q@ lir. President, any Latin ohrese for the Pennsylvania situation?
(Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: No, but you might read Dente's Inferno. (Laughter)

Q@ Mr. President, speasking seriously, if we may, about Pennsylvanis,
there are charges of the use of Federsl money -- of the misuse
of Federal money involved in that Grand Jury investigation. Are
you paying any particular attention fﬁ those charges?

THE PRESIDENT: I didn't even know it. I did not know Federal money
was involveﬁ. What department?

Q That is rather vague. (Laughter)

@ Frank Murphy, of Minnesota, conferred with you this morning. Would
you care to tell us anything about it?

THE PRESIDENT: We had a delightful visit. We telked about a gas line

and all kinds of local problems in Minnesota.
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Q The Postmaster General was present, too. Is he interested in pipe
lines?

THE PRESIDENT: He juﬂt came in after, as an old friend; Jjust happened
around.

Q Did you see the story in this afternoon's paper where fourteen of

the large utility companies have agreed to work out some sort of
a plan whereby they could sbide by the death sentence clause of
the Utility Holding Company Act?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I heave not; I hope it is true.

Q John Ihlder was here today to see you and he told us that you and
he worked out some phraseology for a proposed amendment, etc.

THE PRESIDENT: We haven't actually worked out the phraseoclogy. I told
him we all had the same objective and to work out the phraseology
with Bell. He was to see Bell =nd then Bell was to see Nathan
Straus and I think they are in substantiel asccord and then they
are to go up to the Hill and see if we cannot get the amendments
through.

) Have there been any developments on the International scene which
would justify a change in America's policy of arms embargo toward
cpain?

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to ask the State Department.

W I have a question in two parts.

THE PRESIDENT: You must have sat up all night. (Laughter)

Q Yes, sir. (Laughtexry

Is there anything the Chief Executive can dc about free

speech and free assembly in Jersey City? 4And the second question

is: 1Is there anything the Democratic Party can do about its Vice




Chairman, Mr. Hague?

THE PRESIDENT: The first question pertains to local police matters

and the answer is, "No." The answer to the second question is

to ask the National Chairman.

Q@ You mentioned a gas line a moment ago. Thet permits an inquiry
about whether you care to say anything about Dr. Eckener's gas
mission in Washington?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. I talked with the Solicitor General about
it this afterncon and they are having a meeting tomorrow morning.
The question hinges on a determination of two words in the law.

I can't remember what the two words are =-- military --

§ Importance?

THE PRESIDENT: Military importance, that is it. |

Q 'Apart from the lew, do you think we want to gas Germany? (Laughter)

Q With whom, sir, will you hold this meeting tomorrow?

THi PRESIDENT: The Solicitor General, the Chief of Staff of the Army,
~the Chief of Operations of the Navy and the Secretary of the In-
terior.

§ Wr. President, in your discussion with the Postmaster Genersl today,
did you talk about O'Connell's letter, Representative O'Connell's
letter demandings that Hague be removed as Vice Chalrman?

THE PRESIDFNT: No, I haven't even got it yet.

Q& What assurance have you that the gas will not be used for military
purposes?

THY PRESIDENT: That is the question we are going to discués tomorrow

as to whether it can be used for military purposes.

2 Do you require any assurance from the person to whom it is to be




given that it not be used for military purposes?

THE PRESIDENT: It depends on what the use is, the stated use.

Q Whose word will it be?

THE PRESIDENT: It is not a question of word, it is a gquestion of pur-
pose.

% Mr. President, the House Wages and Hours Bill is likely to come up
this session end it states no differential of wages. Do you favor
a floor --

THE PRESIDENT: Thet is discussing details of current legislation.

} Have you any preference?

THE.PRFSID]ENI‘: Ve do not discuss details while legisletion is going
through the House.

& Ve have never seen Louls Johnson and Basil Manly in here togzether
before today and they have referred me to you for an explanation,

THE PRESIDENT: Ve talked about an interesting problem and that is the
adegquacy of power for purposes aof nationsl defense. It iz & sub-
ject that has never been studied until this year. It has two
factors in it: one, the sufficiency of power end the need of

ditional power in cese of war. The second is the gquestion of

tying in existing power lines which are now not connected. It

is purely -- we are spproaching it purely from the military point
of view. I can give you two very simpls examples: For instance,
if anything should happen to the power plants of the Distriet of
Columbia, there is absolutely no connecting link .between the Dis-
trict of Columbia and Baltimore. We could not borrow power from
Baltimore, or if anything happened to power in Baltimore, they

couldn't borrow power from the District of Columbia.
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The other example is the City of New York where there is no
physicel power connection between the eastern side of the Hudson

River and the other side of the Hudson River. That is a military

problem and it is being studied this year for the first time in

history. It is still in the study stage, of course, and will take
some time,

Q@ Have you received any recent advices which would indicate that bus-
iness 1s ready to end its fire breathing spell?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I have not.

Q On the Spanish arms embargo, do you feel that is primarily a matter
for Congress to decide?

THY PRESIDENT: You will have to ask the Stste Department.

(Q Bv referring the second Hague question to the lNational Chairmen, do
you think it is not up to you to takes the initiative in that?

THE PRESiDENT: I will simply have to tell you to teke it up with the
Chairman.

¢ How about the District Commissioner for the District of Columbla?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet, but in the course of the next two or three
days.

Q Mr. President, since you made your ststement expressing sympathetic
interest in the Anglo-Itulian sccord, the significance of that
statement has been debated in several forums, including the British
House of Commons. In view of the controversy, could you explain
a 1little further?

THE PRUSIDENT: No, I don't think so; no.

Q In that same connection, Mr. President, your statement was quotead

in the League of Nations Counecil today s indicating approval from
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the United States, aicng with approval from France and several
other countries.

THE PRESIDENT: I shaﬁld say, if you want to write stories about it,
that you had better reread what I said.

§ At Chicago, Mr., President?

THE PRESIDENT: No, the ststement he was referring to. You can also
reread the Chicago one, which has been very widely misquoted in

the press. Both of them have.

ME. YOUNG: Thank you Mr, President.
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Press Conference #458,

Executive Offices of the White House,

May 13, 1938, 10.35 A.M.

THE PRESIDENT: I think the only thing I have got today is a letter
from Mr. (John) Biggers, making his semi-final report on the un-
employment census. He points out that the cost of the census,
including everything, will not exceed §1,986,000. out of the
$5,000,000. that was authorized for the census. In other words,
%3,000,000. will be turned back to the Treasury. The printed re-
port will be submitted shortly and made public. He points out
that the saving in cost and the speed with which the whole thing
was done was due primarily to the utilization of the facilities
of other Governmental agencies, the Post Office Department and
others. That, in the short time that the census wes concluded,
he has tabulations for 3,070 counties and specisl tabulations for
952 cities, cities with = population of 10,000 or more, broken
down in such form thst each state, county and city can use this

information as a veluable nid in solving its own unemployment

problem,

The staff of the organization is now substantielly disbanded,

only a few people being left to check the final reports and the
liquidation of accounts.

85,000,000 unemployment report cards were distributed to
every home in thé country in one day.

The voluntery educational cempaign in which the press, the
radio, and the motion picture all played important parts had so

well acquainted the people with the purpose and importance of the
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census that over 11,000,000 people voluntarily filled out regis-

tration cards. 5,833,401 reported as tntﬁlly unemployed --

Q@ May I have that figure again?

THE PRESIDENT: 5,833,401 reported as totally unemployed, 2,011,615
as unemployed except for emergency work, and 3,?19,502 as par-
tially unemployed.

Fifteen tons of postal cards came into Washington.

The census demonstrated the possibility of quick action and
cooperation between the branches of the Government to undertake
emergency tasks.

Regardless of fluctuating totals, -the data showed character-
istics and composition of unemployment have permanent value. These
facts developed include a study of ages and sex; dependent workers,
geographical distribution; industries and occupations -- Steve
(Early) will make this aveilable for you -- all of which will be
necessary as a basis for any comprehensive reemployment plan.

Since this informastion is available by counties and cities of
10,000 and more populetion, an opportunity and a challenge is pre-
sented to local communities to assist in solving our principal
economic problem.

An interesting revelation 1s the fact that as the main brea&—
winner of e family is thrown out of work, additionasl members of
the family seek work which accentuates the number of unemployed
in depression times. Likewise, it proves the fact that to bring
about recovery, it is not rnecessary to provide jobs equal in number
to the unemployed, because, as breadwinners are restored to work,

other potential workers vanish from the labor market.
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That seems to be fairly well established. In other words,
the unemployment census has real value and mekes it much more
easy for the Govermnment to conduct the unemployment census, the
next one, in conjunction with the decennial census of 1940.

Q Mr. President, do you think this unemployment census should be a
continuing function so that fortnight by fortnight or month by
month the Nation should know accurately the changing figures of
unemployment?

THE PRESIDENT: I think we are, in general, working toward a system
of that kind. In other words, it may be called a voluntary regis-
traticn system.

Q@ If I recall correctly, before John Biggers started that I got the
impression, both from you and lir. Hopkins, that such e census
would be of no practical value, or words to that effect, Has it
turned out --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) It hes turned out to be of reasl value,
not only for the bringing together of definite figures for the
time that it was taeken, which was last December or the end of
November -- the first week in December -- but it also ended all
kinds of perfectly craiy stories, stories that were got out by
all kinds of people, where the figures varied by millions, and
gave us a perfectly definite point of departure. Also, it is very
useful for the future.

G Will the machinery used in that poll and the method of this poll be
studied with a view to national defense or possible mcbilizétion
of machinery?

THE PRESIDENT: I had not thought of it; it is a new one on me.

.
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Q While we are on the subject of recovery, the Administration speakers,
including yourself, said that the causes of the present depression,
the primary causes, were the unabsorbed inventories and unwarranted
increases in prices,

THE PRESIDENT: Those were the factors, yes.

Q@ Prime factors?

THE PRESIDENT: Not the only factors.

Q But now that the spending and lending program is on its way, have
you a program to meet these two points --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No --

; == the unwarranted increase in prices and unsbsorbed inventories?

THE PRESIDENT: Unfortunately, not. e did -- we were working towards
it, as we all know, in sn experimental way under NRA, really,
honestly, in an experimental way. However, we had to desist from
those experiments when NRA wes declared unconstituticnel. And at
the present time the whole thing is being started anew, not with
eny thought, as I have said so often, of reconstituting NRA, but
being started anew through the study of what wss really misnamed
the monopoly problem, because if is a far wider problem than the
mere discussion of certain definite monopolies, and the study of
those wili g0 hand in hand with this investigation I hope the Con-
gress will authorize before they adjourn.

Q The reason I esked is because they say that the other spending pro-
gram failed. I am just wondering if there is an answer.

THE PRESIDENT: Of course the other spending program did not fail but

it got to such a point that certsin other economic and business

methods ran away with the ball.




Q@ I was wondering whether there was nm'ny of regulating running
away with the ball?

THE PRESIDENT: That is right.

Q Have you any plan in mind?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Mr. Murray, of the steel workers' organization committee, proposed
and Mr. Lewis later endorsed the proposal, that you seek a confer-
ence of business, industry, finance, labor and agriculture to work
out with you what each might do.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, those conferences are going on every day.

Q He meant where representatives of all the groups would be together
with you.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, they are, every day.

Q@ Mr. President, will you comment on the Chief Justice's speech and
Mr. Wallace's following comment?

THE PRESIDENT: MNo, it depends on which paper you read.

Q@ Mr. President, regarding the helium question, which you took up with
members of various departments the other day and efterwards in-
dicated that the matter was for decision of the National Munitions
Control Board, that Board had already approved the export. Did you
intend that they should reopeh the question?

THE PRESIDENT: I think probably there will be another meeting of the
Board wvery soon.

Q When?

THE PRESIDENT: Very soon; I don't know when.

Q@ Who has the power to call that meeting?

THE PRESIDENT: The Cheirman.
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Q The Chairman yesterday said it would depend on you.

THE PRESIDENT: Perfectly true; I have not asked him yet because I have
not seen him. 3

Q Do you understand that the Board acted illegally when it approved
the export of helium?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; it is a question of law, I suppose, The
statute is very definite in setting up the National Munitions
Board. It says, "The Secretaries" of these different Departments,
"The heads"™ of these Departments. Well, by Government custom, as
you know, these interdepartmental hoards meet with the membership
composed of Assistant Secretaries and, in order that the record
may be perfectly clear, we want to have a meeting with the Secre-
taries present. Legally, whether the action of the Board when it
is constituted by Assistant Secretaries msy be all right, nobody
knows,

% In weighing the laws governing the export of helium, does the Board
take into consideration the intent of the Congress, the intent of
the time when it was passed, which was immediately after the
Hindenberg disaster?

THE PRESIDENT: They take into consiaeration the language of the statute
primarily. When any question comes up as to the construction of
the lenguage, they are at full liberty to look into the debates on
the floor or the hearings of the committee prior to the passage of
the statute.

& VWhat I had in mind was that it was passed immedistely after the loss

of 1life in the Hindenberg disaster.

Q There are two small local metters that we can dispose of. One is the




District of Columbia Tax Bill.

THE PRESIDENT: That hasn't got here yet.

Q The other is the suggestion that you gave Mr., Ihlder that he give

you some proposals for langusge for the Alley Dwelling Authority.

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet but I think that is coming along all right.

Q fha State Department has referred to yuﬁ the queﬁticn of what happens
to kir. Hugh Gibson now that you have appointed Mr. Davies to
Brussels.

THE PRESIDENT: They have not referred it to me.

@ I asked the question nf Secretary Hull and he said that was for the
Wh;te House, for the President to answer.

THE PRESIDENT: It hasn't got here yet.

« This week you saw the members of the Philippine Commission and Am-
bassador Macikiurrey. Is it your thought that their recommendations
will solve the future relationship with the Philippines?

THE PRESIDENT: All I can say is that they are making excellent progress.

& When will you sign the new tax bill?

THE PRESIDENT: I hope to act on the tax bill within the next nine days.

< Mr. President, would you care to comment on the 15% wage cut by rail-
roads aifective July 17?

TIHL PRLSIDEET: That is in the usual legal process.

« Will Norman Davis, as head of the Red Cross, handle our participation
in the refugee problems?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so. Myron Taylor is the head of that.

¢ I thought perhaps Norman Davis of the Red Cross might have something

to do with it.

THE PRESIDENT: XNo.
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Q Any plans for the weekend?

THE PRESIDENT: I am going down the river tomorrow afternoon; be back
Sunday afternoon.

Q Has Mr. Gibson resigned as Ambassador to Belgium?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

QG Has 1t been accepted?

(No answer.)

@ Does this report by lir. Biggers mean the conclusion of his connec-
tion with the Government?

THE PRESIDENT: On this particular job, yes. I hope -- he has been
so perfectly fine about this whole thing that I hope we will be
able to use his services again somewhere.

@& Do you contemplate a letter to Senator [uffy like the one you sent
to Senator McAdoo?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

w, 0Or Governor Earle?

THE PRESIDENT: No,

G Have you accepted Mr. Gibson's resignation?

THF PRESIDENT: VWhat is that?

« You say thet Gibson has resigned. Have you accepted his resignation?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; I don't know whether I accept it or not
or whether the State Department does. I don't know wiat the pro-
cedure is.

w Are you seeing the Chairman of the Stock kxchange today, iir. Martin?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, he is coming in with Mr. Douglas (Chairman of the
SEC) at 12:15.

i Is that just a courtesy call?




THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q Can you give us any information about the report in the newspapers

the last few days about the appointment of Mr. West as Comptroller

of Currency?

THE PRESIDENT: No decision has been resasched.

Wi, YOUNG: Thank you, lir. President.
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May 17, 1938, 4.07 P.M.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I think the only news of any interest is the letter
I wrote to Chairman Rice, of the Central Statistical Board. I
will read it. i haven't any copies; you will have to get them
from him unless you want to take down the gist of it.

"May 16, 1938
"My dear Mr. Chairman:

"I am concerned over the large number of
statistical reports which Federal agencies are
requiring from business and industry. In view
of comments that come into this office, I desire
to know the extent of such reports and how far
there is duplication asmongz them. Accordingly,

I am requesting the Central Statistical Board,
under the authority of Section 1 of the Act creat-
ing the Board, to report to me on the statistical
work of the Federal agencies, with recommendations
looking toward consolidations and changes which
are consistent with efficiency and economy, both
to the government and to private 1ndustry.

"Specifically, I am interested in the ap-
proximate number of financial and other statisticel
reports and returns regularly required from busi-
ness and industry andéd from private individuals by
agencies of the Federal government under existing

~ law, =nd the authority under which each is collected;
gpecific indications of the extent and kinds of
duplication existing among them, and the diversity of
accounts and records which they necessitate. I as-
sume that exhibits of the questionnaires and report
forms are already available in large part in the
Board's files, and I am sure thst all of the Federal
agencies will cooperate in providing any additional
information that is relevant.

"With a view to reducing the amount of dupli-
cation in statistical reports, will you indicate the
principal points at which the enactment of legisla-
tion by the Congress appears to be necessary in order

421
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to effect consolidations or changes, with the recom-
mendations of the Board regarding them?

"I should like to have the complete report of
the Board by January 1, 1939.

"Very sincerely,
"Honorable Stuart A. Rice,
Chairman, Central Statistical Board,
¥Washington, D. C."

(i May we have copies of that?

THE PRESIDENT: From Mr. Rice.

@ Mr. President, it may be out of turm but there sre a lot of fellows
that have to make spot news 0&% of that.- Is it possible that we
can have a copy here?

MR. EARLY: They could use that copy, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: We will post this in the Press Room.

Q@ Cen you tell us the first name of Mr. Rice?

THE PRESIDENT: Honorable Stuart A.

G Had you received a lot of complaints about that?

THE PRESIDENT: I would say not many more than there are always. There
always have been complaints about it.

Q@ You say there had been some. I was wondering if there was any parti-
cular reason at this particular time?

THL PRESIDENT: Nb.'#It is just something that ought to be done and of
course probably it will help, too, in preparing for the 1940 census.
That 1s another factor.

There is a good deal of discussion going around the depart-

ments on the need of individusl reports. This does not affect cor-

porations, of course, or involve financial reports but on individual
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census reports there is quite a lot of study being given by private

organizations to a system that has been talked about in Australia,
of making Flection Day -- changing the name of Xlection Day to
"Citizens' Day" and put a provision that yhan people go to vote, at
the same time they will fill out a blank relating the various in-
formation that the Govermment ought to have. They will gather
information, fgr example, on crop legislation -- crop statistics,
how many cattle they have got, whether they changed their business
in the past year or have gone out of farming or whether they have
gone into farming or whether they are living in a rented house or
buying their own house, at the same time giving them the oppor-
tunity on "Citizens' Day" to pay their taxes. (Laughter)

¢ That is very funny.

Q@ That would cut the deficit a good deal, wouldn't it? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: 1In otaer words, clean up all their business with the
Government in one day.

4 You say that 1s in effect, or being spoken of?

THE PRESIDENT: It is being telked about in Australia. Whether it is
being put into effect in any of their states or not I don't know.
At the same time, they have also discussed the possibility of en-
acting a poll tax, let us say of five dollars, which will be re-
mitted to you if you vote. It is not a bad ides -- not & bad idea
for some of those present, I might say, besides others.

.4 Would that apply to the District of Columbia? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: They would go through all the functions of citizenship

in one day. Of course you could get a doctor's certificate.

(Laughter)
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In that way the proponents of this thought are saying that
it evoids a great deal of doorbell ringing to get information

and you get, in large part, an annual census of things that you

ought to have an annual checkup on. It is something you can write

a plece about. I am not advocating it but it is an interesting
possibility.

Q Can you tell us who the propoments are?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know their names.

« Have you received and read a letter from Mr. Amos Pinchot which is
awaiting release?

THE PRESIDENT: MNo; he never awaits release. (Laughter) It is impos-
sible.

¢ It is twenty-one pages.

§ The polls in Pennsylvania will be open for about four hours yet.

THf PRESIDENT: Will they?

3 Do you wish to comment on Mr. Farley's statement of yesterday?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

(, Governor Johnston (0lin D, Johnston, of Soutn Carolina) announced
his candidacy for the Senate yesterday against Smith (Senator
Smith) and issued a statement when he left tie White louse that
he inferred you were supporting his candidacy. Is that right?

THE PRESIDENT: The same old phonograph record. Get Steve to turn it
on for you, afterwards. The same applies to =11 the other people
thet come 1ln here these days.

Q Does that apply to Mr. Ferley also, and his stetement? (Laughter)

q Did yﬁﬂ decide what to do about the Tax Bill?

THE PRESIDENT: It hes not come to me yet. It had not been signed up
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to twelve o'clock noon yesterday, and whether it can get to me
tomorrow or not, I don't know.

Q@ Will you have a statement?

THE PRESIDENT: It will undoubtedly come via the Treasury Department.

@ Will you have a statement with the sigzning of the bill?

THE PRESIDENT: With the signing of the bill?

Q@ A statement with the signing of the bill?

HE PRESIDENT: I think you are assuming something. (Laughter)

Q@ Well, in either case? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: No, I am not prognosticating.

¢ Is there anything you can say to clarify the attitude of the Admin-
istration as to the Oregon primaries for Governor, for the Ceno-
cratic nomination?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

& There have been a number of reports printed about it, indicating
that you favor one cendidete or another.

THE PRESIDFNT: Seme old story.

¢ Have you received a communication from Normsn Thomas on the lague

e

incident in Jersey City?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. Have I? Does anybody remember?

MR. EARLY: I think there was a message received:and sent to the Attorney
General.

THE PRESIDENT: I guess that is it.

¢ What about O'Connell, did he write a letter, too?

THE PRESIDENT: I think so and I think probably tast same action was
taken.

¢ In 1935 you issued an Executive Order setting up an Accounting
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expenditures.

Now the House has abolished that, that particular division, with

the result that the agencies will do their own bookkeeping.

THE PRESIDENT: Not necessarily; your conclusion is not necessarily

correct. It is a question that is being discussed now between the

Treasury Department and Senator Byrnes. We do not want to end an

independent check on accounting and how it will best

out is now being discussed between them. It does not necessarily

be carried

mean that the languase of the House bill will stop it because it

can always be set up a2s a project.

O They reduced the emount of money for that work from {8,

$2,000,0007
THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
@ Therefore they cannot hire meny employees to do it.

THE PRESIDENT: Thaet creates a problem wiich is now undsr

TEE PRESIDINT: Who?
W, Charles Viest?

THE PRESIDENT: Not today. (Laughter)

'S

(i Vour replies on these state primasries do really leave «

line of demarcation for us. Are 2 to assume that when a Cabinet

liember or two Cabinet llembers and a Secretary --

DGDl'DUU- to

aiscussion.

& Do you intend to appoint Charles West to a Tederal position?

difficult

Ti{® PRESIDENT: (interposing) My dear boy, I never knew that silence

“on my part left a difficult situation for you. (Laughter)

Q Cennot we assume that when these men speak they are speaking for

the Administration?

THE PRESIDENT: I would not assume one wey or the other.

You will
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continue to write your pieces, so it is all right. I won't kick.
Q Do you want the Reorganization Bill revived at this session?
THE PRESIDENT: Nothing on that today; no news.
¢ Did you and Senator La Follette discuss the best technique for
organizing liberal forces for liberal policies?
THE PRESIDENT: We talked about cabbsges snd sealing wax. (Laughter)
Q How sbcut kings?
THE PRESIDENT: You will notice that I did not give the whole quotation.
4 There have been Ssome stories in the papers recently regarding report
of resignations of Cabinet Members. Both have been denied. Will
you tell us what you believe the cenesis of those stories to be?
THF PRESIDENT: Oh, I suppose it is like all other news. (Laughter)

Sorry I cannot be more helpful today. (Lauchter)

V%, YOUNG: Thank you, lMr. Presicent.
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Preas Conference #460,

Fxecutive Offices of the White House,

May 20, 1938, 10.50 A.M.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I am sending out today to the Congress the message on
phosphates, you will all be gled to know, since it is somewhat
overdue.

It does call attention to the need of phosphates in the land
and to some rather interesting figures in regard to the supply of
phosphates in the world. We probably have the lergest deposits of
phosphate rock, phosphorous rock, of any other nation in the world,
and the rest of the phosphates is only in three countries, Russia
and French and British Colonies.

Science hes been more and more coming to the conclusion that
land runs out in most climates if it does not have the phosphates
renewed in it. Of course the whole thing ties up with soil con-
servation becsuse, if land runs out, farmers abandon it and there-
upon erosion sets in. In other words, it is tied in with the
genersl soil conservation problem.

In the United States, zbout seven or eight billion tons of
phosphate rock that has been located, nearly all of it, the great
bulk of it, is out in the Rocky Mountain stastes. About the only

chemical phosphate that is being produced &t the present time in

this country comes from florida snd Tennessee and a very large

portion of the Florida phosphate is exported. Actuslly, of the

entire supply of phosphate rock, probably the Government owns today,

on public land, something like three quarters of it and 1t is =
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very important thing to get a national policy as to the present
development, including export, and the future development of

phosphate, in view of these rather simple figures.

If you want to add a human interest touch to any story you
write, it was brought home to me when I was preparing this mes-
sage -- I haven't got it in the message -- the fact that no life
can be successfully produced without phosphate. Just as an example,
that includes human life, animal life and plent life. If you pro-
duce a crop for human consumption that is produced on a field with
very little phosphate in the soil, it means that the children who
eat hominy or the oatmeal do not get enough phosphate and of course

we all know that the lack of phosphates in children is the cause

of rickets and things like that. It is the same way with animal
life of all kinds. It does not maintain its standard unless it
gets phosphates out of its food. If cows do not get enough phos-
phate in the grass they eat, their milk has got less phosphate

| than it would have otherwise. So you can go on and enlarge on that

ad 1ib. It really is a new thought for the American people that

phosphate is necessary for all kinads of life, human, animal and
plant and thet is why it is of importance to this country for the
next thousand years or so that we have a policy in regard to re-
turning phosphate to the land.

Q Mr. President, is it not the idea with respect to plant food to have
a combinaticn of phosphate and nitrates?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and of course on the nitrate end of it --

Q (interposing) I wes going to ask you about the nitrate side.

TiE PRESIDENT: That is the other side, Fred (Essary). I am only a
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layman on this but the general idea is that when you plough under
a cover crop in order to help bring the soil back, or when you
put on the other types of fertilizer and manures, you do increase
the nitrates but you increase the phosphates very little, When
you plough a crop back, the bulk of the chemical is the nitrate
end rather than the phosphate end: eand the two are absolutely es-
sentiel,
¢ Isn't the nitrate supply almost inexhaustible by reason of the power
plantse?
THE PRESIDENT: Ve are not troubled by the nitrate supply. You can
always bring the nitrete factor in the land back by ploughing
erops under.
Y Can you tell us what the recommendations are?
THE PRESIDFNT: The recommnendation is that the Congress sppoint a Joint
Committee to make an immediete study and report back, with recom-
mendations on policy, st the next session.
«, Do you care to meke any observations on the Primary results in Penn-
sylvania?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I took no part in it. I am taking no part in the
Oregon Primary. That is all there is.

@ We notice that Mr. John L. Lewis is to be your luncheon guest today.
Is that in connection with Pennsylvania?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think soj I think it is on other matters,

@ Have you made s suggestion to the Munitions Board that they might

reconsider the sale of helium?

THE PRESIDENT: C(Claude (Mahoney), the thing is under study. That is

as far as I can go at thies time.




Q Secretary Hull keeps referring us back to you.

THE PRESIDENT: We are still talking about it.

Q Would you care to endorse the candidates nominated in Pennsylvania
by the Democratic Party?

THE PRESIDENT: Didn't I send a telegram yesterday? I think it was
given out, either up there or here,

Q@ Yes, it was,

Q@ Do you desire the election of a Democratic governor in Minnesota
this year? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Do you know, if I answered that question they would
ask me something about a Lemocratic governor in every other state
in the Union.

« Don't you favor the election of s Democratic governor?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I am mskings eny sunouncement sbout who
I favor at this time, one way or the otner.

Q Mr.'Prasident, do you favor the Senate Banking Committee's proposal
that loens be withheld from railrozds that have reduced pay?

THE PRE*SIDENT: I am not in it at the present time. Jesse Jones is
talking to both the Senate and House Committees about if. I do
not know what the present status is.

@ Have you eny comment on the sale to Knoxville of the Tennessee Public
Service Company's property?

THE PRESIDENT: DNo, the only comment I could make would be a somewhat
caustic one so I won't make it. (Laughter)

Q@ Wwill this be your last message to the Congress?

THE PRESIDENT: leavens, I don't know.

@ Mr. President, your Naval Aide, I think, leaves you at the end of




this month. Have you selected another one?
THE PRESIDENT: Not yet.
© Thie Minnesota question raises enother one that has been speculated

over quite a bit by political writers over the last year. Do you

anticipate that there will be a strong political party in 1940,

or do you think we will remain on a two-party basis?
THE PRESIDENT: I am no prophet; sorry. (Laughter)

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President.
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Press Conference #461,

Executive Offices of the White House,
May 24, 1938, 4.10 P.M.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THF PRESIDENT: Steve tells me there isn't any news at all in the
White House or in Washington, except the news from Dublin.
(Referring to Secretary Ickes! marriage abroad.)

& Is that all he told you?

THE PRESIDENT: Pretty good, wasn't it? That was. clever.

& What is the rest of 1t?

W Can you tell us anything about the Baltimore meil line situation?

THE PRESIDENT: WNo, except what you know already. Apparently, legslly,
we cannot go ahead with additional subsidies to that line. It is
losing money at the rate of -- I don't know what -- £40,000. or
+50,000. dollers a month. There doesn't seem to be anything to
do about it except wha; the Shippingz Board is planning and that
is to substitute smaller, somewhat slo#er ships so as to maintain
the service out of the Chesapeake.

+ bir. President, I think you have had for some weeks now a report by
the Federal Trade Commission on living costs. Any reason why that
should not be released?

THE PRESIDENT: Have I, Steve?

Mile EARLY: Yes, you have.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; I will have to find out.

% Mr. President, can you tell us anything about your conference today

with Mr. Lilienthal?

THE PRESIDENT: No; we talked about the general work of the TVA, the
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Knoxville agreement that you all know about. There is nothing

New.

@ Mr, President, did the visit today of Mr. Stern, the Philadelphia

publisher, have any relation to the Pennsylvania political situa-

tion?’

THE PRESIDENT: No, it did not.

Q@ Have you any'further engagement, or any other engagement in relation

to that situation?

" THE PRESIDENT: No.

¢ Mr. President, did ¥r. Secretary Mclntyre's conference with Dave

Lawrence of lest Friday give any indication that Dante's
was calming down or that peace might be in sight?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; vou will have to ask Mac.

Inferno

& Did you have & report on the Supreme Court's decision on the state

taxation cases?

THE PRESIDENT: I think it is in my mail because I zenerally get a re-

port from the Attorney General. I have not resd 1t yet.
¢ Anything on the Tax Bill?

THE PRLESIDENT: Not yet.

§ Mr. President, =re you likely to name a third member of the TVA be-

fore the close of this ses=sion?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't thourht of it one way or the other..
{

@ Under the authorization for a Naval increase, I notice you
quested funds for dirigzible construction, among others.
been any further studies or additional information which

the opinion as to the merit or worth of them in combat?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing further, no further studies but there

heve re-
Heve there

will change

are going




to be along somewhat different lines.

Q Can you elaborate on that?

THE PRESIDENT: No, it is a military secret.

Q Have you decided against full Federal finspcing of flood reservoirs
at this time?

THF. PRESIDENT: That is still under discussion up at the House and
Senate and dovn here. It is still being talked about and no
decision reached.

% Who is going to make the study of dirigibles, the Navy?

THE PRESIDENT: I am.

% Is an amendment to the new Recovery Bill relating to financing by
PWA of power plants acceptable to you?

Tidlk PRESIDENT: I don't know anythine about it.

Q There was an amendment that PWA could not losn in competition with
existing plants and then Senstor Barkley offerad a compromise to
that?

THeE PRESIDENT: I don't know whether you are up to dete on that. You
had better check on it up on the ili11. The situation changes
every three ninutes.

« In thet same bill it is proposed io provice for tie payment of
$212,000,000. for perity payments?

THF FERSIDENT: The only tip I can give you is to resd the statement
I uade when I signec the Ferm Bill. 3ee the last paragreph of it.

% You would heve to vete the entire bill in thet cemse?

THE PRISIDENT: Fead the statement, the last peragraph, when I sicned
the Farm Bill.

¢ Is there anything in the German-Czechoslovekien situstion thet calls




for comment on the part of this Government?

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to ask the Secretary of State,

C Secretaery Eerly told us this morning theat you are going on the air
with your speech Friday afternoon at Arthurdele. Can you give us
any advance dope?

THE PRESIDENT: I have no idea what I am going to talk about, really.

@ Are you going to mske a speech at the laval Academy on the second?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes; the same idea -- I have no idea what I am going
to talk about.

¢ The Senate proposes to provide £26,000,000. te begin anti-aircraft
defenses on this cosst., Are you in favor?

THE PRESIDENT: I did not know.

G Vould you be in favor of it?

THiL PRESIDENT: T don't know. They ave telking over two or three items.
I think they total 342,000,000,

¢ Yes, that is right.

THE PRLSIIENT: That is under discussion between them snd the Budget
at the present time.

v What, sir, is the occasion for the Friday afternoon speech, if any?

THE PRESIDENT: Givire diplomes to the hirh school gradustes at Arthur-
dale.

& ir. Presicent, bhave you selected & successor for ¥r. Hanes, who was
leaving the Securities and Fxchange to gzo with the Tressury?

TH} PRIEIDFNT: T probasbly won't think sbout it until toward the end

of June beceuse he is not leeving the Securities and kxchaenge

Commission until the first of July when his present work is

Iinished.
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Q Have you selected an Ambassador to Moscow to succeed Joe Davies?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. Wﬁan does Joe leave there, the end of this
month?

Q Yes, I think at the end of June.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

MR. STORM: Thank you, Mr. President.
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