
CONFIDENTIAL 
Press Conference #453 , 
Executive Offices of the White House, 
April 22 , 1938, lQAO A.M. 

THE PRESIDI!l.'T: Have you got any news? 

...... 

MR. EARLY: I was just thi nking about you, having cleaned uy the 

editors about 11:30 last night , tellin~ me to shoot the 

reporters this morning. (Laughter) 

Q Give us a chance to write it before the editors get back home 

and write it • 

MR . EARLY: They won't write it . 

Q I want to ask you something about prices this morning . 

Tffi: PRESIDE1-"T: Prices? What prices? 

~ Oo~odity prices . 

idi . DONALDSON: All in. 

THL PliESID:E.NT: There isn •t any nev1s this morning . I gave all the 

news le.st ni1<:ht to the editors, lots of it, and it was all off 

the record. . ~ 
Q Do you find tut.t t he editors r ecognize news when they see i t? 

(wughter) 

Tlll!: PRESIDEN'r : Not as well as you fellows do . 

Q I bgree with you . (Laughter) 

Q Can ycu tell us about the studies being made of prices? 

THE PR3SIDE~~: You will h~:~.ve to ask Procurement about it. I don 't 

knoN enoue:h about it . 

Q I mean the study of your group , that y.o~have . 

T!G PRESTI:nrl': V[ell , that is beine done really under Procurement . 

l'That group do you mean? 
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Q That interdepartmental committee. 

TEE PRESIDENT: I don 't know; they are still studying it. 

Q Can you tell us anything about your fishi ng tril) you are reported 

to be taki ng next week or so? 

THE PRESI DENT: There i s just a possibility -- it depends entirely 

and it may be called ott at the last minute -- that I may go 

down to Charleston and get on board one of the new cruisers 

to be gone rour or five days . There are two objects: One , to 

see the new type of cruiser, and the other one, to get an op­

portunity to do a great deal of reJ)Ort ·reading that I have to 

do but thHt I cannot do here . 

Q 1'/hat is the name of the cruiser? 

THE PRESIDI!:}..'T: PHILADELPHIA, but it is a very tentative ple.n . 

Q What ship will we go on? 

Tlili PRESIDJ:J'lT: You don ' t go . (Luughter) 

Q Will there be any destination? 

1'llli p-iiliSIDl::NT: Atlantic Ocettn and back . 

Q 'Ifill you tell us, sir , whttt you intend to discuss with l.lr. Ford? 

THE PRESIC~"T : I suppose the things he h~s already tol~ you. 

Q Going beer. t o that crui5er , have you any new ideas on cruisers , 

like the Jup~nese have? 

TID: FRESIDIDJT : No . (Laughter) You mean h&pp~· thoughts? 

Q . Well , you so.iC. you wanted to look at the cruiser . 

THE PllliSIDEl\"T: That is right . 

i,i The secretary of Wb.r and the Surgeon General spoke to you about 

their project to erect their hrmy medical building . They dis­

cussed it with you. Do you have anything turther to say about 
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that? 

THE PRESIDENl': Only that I am very much in accord with the plan to 

put it up here in Washington, and that is what they recommend 

also. It is a medical library tor which we have probably the 

greatest nucleus in the world, eyerything in medical history, 

going away back, incunabula and manuscript, going back to 

med ical sources, and we should dignify it with a separate build­

ing. It is listed on the general plan for i mprovement of Gov­

ernment facilities in Washington. As to the location of it, 

that is a matter tl:&.t will not come up until Congress votes the 

money for 1 t. 

Q At your luncheon yesterday with Sem,tor Borah, did you agree on 

monopoly? 

THE PRE:.>IDJ::NT: V!e e.greed substantia lly on everything . 

Q. What about a monopol y messttge? 1.'/hen will it go up? 

Tilli ?IlliSIDEt\'T: I hope before I e:o awe.:~-· ne:xt Friday, if I go away . 

Q 3arue about t~xes? 

THE PID;SIDD.'T: The same about taxes. In fact , about ta:ces, I think 

probably the tax-exempt bond and salary will go up on 1.\onday. 

Q Referrine; to your talk with SenBtor Borah, can you give us your 

.views on neutral ity with respect to Spain and also in relation 

to the Far East? 

THE PRESIDEZ..'T: Not in detail. I think the only thing that can be 

said on that is tha t there are two objects -- two objectives 

with respect to th& neutrality law: One is to keep the United 

States from being involved i n foreign wars anc the other is 

t hat if a foreign war takes place, we must , a s far as humanly 
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possible under this law -- it is a difficult one to operate 

under -- avoid giving aid to one side as against the other, or 

of penalizing one side a s against the other. Now, it has t o be 

a general s tatement and I cannot go very much further than that. 

You can all use your imagination a s to t he practical a pplication. 

Q Do you t hi nk t hat has been s ubs t antial ly done i n t he Spanish case? 

THE PRESIDENT: As t ar as i t is possi ble to do so under the existing 

law. 

Q I s it possi ble to embargo German and Itali an purchases her e? 

THE PRESIDENI' : Do what? 

Q I s i t pos sible to emb~reo German and Itali an purcha ses here of 

munit i ons? 

THE PRESIDENT: Or French? 

Q Or English? 

THE ~BSIDENT : Or English . Not under t he pr esent neutra lity law. 

Q. What ar e your r eacti ons to t he churges t luit the appropriations 

for the r esi dent c ommission -- t he Hi gh CoJ!lll\i ssi oner ' s r e s idence 

in the Philippines a r e excessive? 

TEZ PR!:SIDEI\'T : I t hink if I L,ave you my r euct i on::; I would h(!ve t o 

comcent on s t etements mac e on the floor of t r.e House and , uncer 

the Constitution, I am not supposed to do t hat . (Laughter) 

Q It was sai d up ther e thtt t:cNutt was leavinr. t he Phil i ppines 

Oct ober f irst on a world tour . Does tha t agr ee \'lith your pl ans? 

Tffi: PRESID~"'l' : I don 1 t know , The. t i s the f i rst I heard of 1 t . 

Q Repr esentative Snyder of t he subcommitt ee t old us he vres t old that 

by liicNutt. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don 1 t len ow • 
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Q Would it be possible tor you t o give us a little light on why you 

say t hat we are going t o be as neutral as we can under the 1~-

itations of t he law, whi ch i s not a perfect law? \'that are the 

limitations of t he law whi ch have not been satisfactory? 

THE PRESIDENT : I don' t t hink any of us want t o go into that, I 

would have t o have the law bef or e me a nd go into it in detai l . 

It would take half an hour . 

Q Vfill you do i t at the next Press Confer ence? 

THE PR~IDEl\'!' : No • 

~ To return t o possible purchases of arms i n this country , there 

are stories that the British are sending a delegation over to 

negotiate regardins purchases of aircraft in this country . 

Have you been informed ~f that? 

Tffi: PRI:sn::l:!l~T: I have reod tcc..t they are doing it. I know only 

what I read in the papers . 

Q ;Je you ~ oing tc take the POTC!·:.hC with you on your cruise? 

THE PRE::i!DENJ': No , I will go way off shore . I will eet as far Away 

as I can from visitors , telephones and the Press . (Le.ught er) 

Q. lf.r. President, the Arlerican Ambasse.dor to Chile i s reported in 

tod&y ' s pepers to have told the authorities there thet you may 

visit Chile this year . :•ould you care to tall( about that? 
. -

THL PR:::SUENT: Only the same old story . I have wanted for four 

ye~rs to visit the west coast of South :~rica. I have visit ed 

the east coast and Colombia and 1 .... ant to visit the v1est coast 

some day . That is as far as i t has got . 

~ Speaki ng of messages , what has happened to the message on phosphate? 

THL ~!CENT: Fred (Essary) , that is a terribly embarrassi ng quest i on . 
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Q Embarrassing? 

THE PHESIDENI': Yes. 

Q It 1a not embarrassing to me. (Laughter ) 

THE PRESIDENT: It embarrasses me , Fred, lots because I have lost the 

papers. They are somewhere between here and Agriculture. 

Q Well , that is fair enough. 

Q Mr . President , are there any other large industrialists besiaes 

~~ . Ford on the invitation list for the future? 

THE PRF.SIDEi?.r: I haven •t any list made out ahead of time. 

Q In re spect to t~xes, you ment ioned some t i me a~o that you thought 

it might be a good idea to huve a conference of state and local 

officia ll? with r espect tc taxes . Have you g iven any more thought 

to that? 

TJ.:IL FRES Thl::NT: There hus· been a good c eal of thouc;ht but t here are 

other things on t he priority list . 

Q. You t h ink thc.t might be held sometime? 

T& l:'lill.S I DEi:'o:T : Yes • 

~ Have you uny plans for the week end? 

Tffi PRE!:>IDENT: I will go down the river at 12::50 tomorrow a nd get 

back Sunday afternoon , late . "le go off the r e cord t omorrow . 

Q. 1:iill you go f r om i.nnapolis or ·::ashington? 

THE PRE::;I:C~..JT : :·:ash ington. 

Q r:o ~u ft.vor a i:ierchant ~,:er ine training school? 

T'!E ?ID:SID3::NT: ~!ell, we have e. tooC. many of therrt no·::, doing very 

good wor k . 

Q There is one recoilll!!ended i n the Kennedy l.a ritime Report. 

Q I am speak i nc or the ones the t Kennedy· recommended . The t.:aritime 
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Commission i s consi dering establishing something. 

THE PRESI DANT: Oh, I don 't know. You have half a dozen now, state 

tra ining schools. 

~ I meant Federal -- speaking of schools and not ships. 

THE PaESI DENl': They ar e the same thitig . 

Q I wanted one ut ~uoddy Village . (Laughter ) 

MR . YOUNG: Thank you, t~ . President . 

• 
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CONFIDD'l'IAL 
Preas Conference #454, 
ExeoutiTe Otticea ot the White House, 
April 26, 1938, 4.09 P.M. 

Q Here is Rudolph Forster. 

Q Hello , Admiral. 

' MR. FORSTER: Hello, Fred (Storm) . 

Q Commodore and Commodore McKenna. 

Q we have the Navy and the Judi ciary here today . 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Ct !Jid you notice t he t?.·o shades of green in the new stamps yesterday? 

TH£ PRE5IDENT: No , I have not. 

Q They hsve different .ink. 

Q Can you tell us who will accompany you on your ocean tri p out to 

the AtlRntic Ocean? 

Tffi. PRW I D.El1i'l' : Dean (:.J- . Young), I have three promotions in the ~;aval 

service t 0 announce . They will t Ake their first cruise under 

their new titles with me on Friday ni~ht. The fira t i s Mr. 

Mcintyre , who has been promoted to e Reor Admirt. l -- to A Vice 

Admiral . (Laue hter) 

Q Th i s is good . \ 

Tffi': PRESIDE!'."!' : The other is Commodor e Forster, who i s pr omoted to 

Rear Admi ral, snd the third i s Captain McKenna , w~o has been pro-

moted to Commodore . 

<t Does the Navy know? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes . Their sui ts have been pr epareu , Fred (Storm). 

~ ~hst i s your part icular rank in thi s navy? 

3 

Tffi: PRESIDENT : Oh, just the sAme old thine , C inC (Commander in Chief) . 
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~ Will Commodore McKenna be able to take it? 

- THE PRESIDENT: You bet be will. He is an old sea dog. 

Q we have been given e l ist of names and e statement oonourred in by 

sixteen of t he outs tanding business and financial people of t he 

country, end I. underst and you have a copy, pledging cooperation. 

Can you give us your react ion? 

THE PRESI DENT : It just came in thr ee minutes ago and I have just r ead 

i t thrnup.h once and it seems to be excel lent. 

~ Without s peci fic reference , nscessarily, t o Governor La Follette ' s 

move , do you t hink there i s a need for or~anizat ion of l i beral 

f orces in polit ics? 

TID; J?RESI DEN'.r : 'l'he more liberal forces for liber al oolici es of the 

count r y th•1 better . 

~ rteturnin~ to your proposed cruise, can you tel l us what arrange­

ment s have been made for the Press durinf that time . 

TH'~ P:U.SIDEllT : \';e have arr anp.ed a special t rain on Friday night , 

which will t oke the Press 'lll the way t o Charlsston and t hen , 

when we Admirals and Commodores "!)USh off on Saturday mornins 

about nine o ' clock , the Press will be completely free to see all 

of t he flow~r ga rclens nn(l the aznlens in Cherlest on juat as long 

as they \',1lnt , rcturutn~ to 1\Rshin,;: t on o t their leisure . \~hen I 

come back, T will probably come st rnit.:ht bnck t o i•ash1ngton . 

~ Lnndine at Annapolis? 

'l'Hii PRc..::iiDENT : Ei ther a t AnnF1polis or 'i t t he 111outh of the Pot omac 

,:u ver anu taking the FO'l'OMAC up. 

':), About a week , s ir'/ 

THE PiU .• 'UDEI.fl': Just a week . 
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Q Some ot us on t hi s a i de di d not hear what you sai d about the busi­

nes smen' s s t a t ement. 

'l'HE PR!SIDEm': I think I sai d it ju.s t came i n thr ee mi nutes ago and 

I r ead it thr ough once and thought i t was excellent . 

·'i Art! you going to s ee any of t he sixteen busi nessmen? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have been seeing a great many of them. 

Q ~ill you make tha t public? 

THE PRESI DENT : I think it was made public . 

Q Who will be w1 th you at your luncheon tomonow w1 th Mr . Ford (Henry 

Ford)? 

TID~ PRI!::::!I DOO' : Mr . Ford , Edsel Ford, Mr. Cameron and Eccles . 

Q (Mr. Godwin ) The civic a ssocietions and newspaper s in thi s t oYm 

are st"'ginl;l whAt they call a re"fer endum on Saturday t o determine 

whP.ther or not thP.y need suffr11ge in the Di stri ct of ColUlllbia . 

Cen you help thRt alonq A little? (Lsughter) If you cannot, 

don ' t say anythi n? • (LAught~r) 

Tlfr: P!li.SI DEm' : Can I say en~-thing off thP. reco:-d? 

Q (•.u-. Go'lwin) No, not 8!2R1nst it . (Laughter) 

THE PRESIU:E:t-."1': I I''P.S not ;;o1nc t o talk about it . I we~ pai n:> t o talk 

about the newsp")'er -; , "ff t !J e r ecord . Don ' t ~·ou want th11t? 

~ (Mr . Godwin) No , no . (L'luehter) 

THE PR!!;SIDENT : I was going to pay a compliment t o the newspapers, 

off the r ecor d . (Lsue hter) 

Q (Mr . Godwin) I em Afrnid t o trust you . (Lauehter ) 

Tffr' PRESIDF.Nl' : I will t e>ll you privately afterwards . It is all right . 

It Getting back t o the J•'ord luncheon , can you t f'll us what is likely 

t o be di ~cussed, since you h9ve !.lr . Eccl es there? You are going 



t o have tar. Eccles there; that indicates tina.nce. 

THE PRESI D:ENI.': No , econoru1os . 

Q General economics? 

(The President did not answer the question . ) 
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Q Getting back t o Mr . Godwin' s rAther peculiar question , have you 

anything to say about t hi s referendum i n Washi ngt on? 

THE P.R!.SIDEN'l' : I wi s h I could , but honestly I have not r ead anything 

about i t but jus t t he headl i nes . That, really , i s true. 

'-1, The s t ory appears in Detroit to t he effect that bot h Gener al Mot ors 

anrl the Chrysler Corporat i on inform you that onl y Mr . Ford ce~ 

l ead t he --

THE PRJ<:SI DENT : ( intcrposi np- ) The t what? 

0 - - t ha t only the Fora luotor Company , by nnterillf' int o nn ap:r eement 

with t hem, can brin!l obout r ecovery i n that i ndustry. 

THE PR~ID&~ : I never hear~ of i t. 

~ You know, the Feder al Tr ade Commi ssi on reached en ae:r eement with 

mot or me.nufect urers in Detroit . 

THJ•' pnJi:SI DENT: I s that t oday? 

Q Yes . 

THE PRf:3IIJEi'IJ' : I have not heard of it . 

~ ~be s t at ement says t ha t the Automobile i ndust ry comes un 3er t he 

power s of the FederAl Trade Commi ssion for t he f i rst time. 

THI PHF.SI DEi.;T : That i s tl nev: one on me . 

~ Havt> you bear d, sir , t hat Mr. Berle 1s goinr t o the ~iedi son Confer­

ence cal led by Governor La Follette? 

THr. PrtESID~~: Yes , he tol d me so yesterday . 

~ Any sienif1canc9 in that? 
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THE PRESIDENT: I suppose he 1s going because he is invited . 

Q Have you any comment on the Anglo-Irish trade talk, whi ch i s taking 

place? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . Only I suppose the general comment that this seems 

t o sol ve a good many of the problems between England and Ireland 

and t herefore is, very definitely , a step that is being accepted 

with pl~>.aeure . 

Q Mr . Pres i dent, h~ve you ever had e confer ence or conversation before 

with Ml· . Henry Ford? 

THE PRESI DENT: Oh, yes , l ot s of then . 

Q Since you were Prt!Si oent? 

THE PRE~IDEr>:T: tlo. 

Q. The new nati onal airma il stamp, the COJ!'.memorative stamp , goes on 

sal e Ma~· fifteenth . Prior t o t het the Deyt on, Ohio, an d St . 

PetP.rsburc fl irht of pl anes will carry covers llnd i t 1e t he sug-

gesti on t hat you add the one qr ri vin~ f irst to your al bum . ~.ould 

that fit 1n wl t h ~·ot.::- approval? 
.J 

Tl-fr 1-'l~Il:U!I' : I ~ccept all l.iu<.is of f:ifts of stamps with gr oat avid-

ity . 

o.t You will accept bot h rPCflrdl i'S~' "Jf ;·:hi~h :n ·r i ves first? 

~1'1 c: •.•1 1) V f1nt 1; t.C> he- th P fi r l't. t.? ~l'J'i VE • 

THl: PRJI S l J:Joi\'1' : 'fhe t Cfln bE' 1'1 xPrl u ~· ,.,H t tn e airport . 

·~ Do you i ntond to send a meseA€8 of any kino t o t ht- La Follet t •' c:c•n-

t erence? 

THE PRl'.SI DhllT : No . 
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Q Have you selected a new Assistant Secretary of Commer ce? 

TBE PRESIDENI' : Not yet. 

0. The Philadelphia City Chair.man has asked for an F.R.I. investiga-

tion of things in Pennsylvania. Has that been referred to the 
( 

Department of ~uatice? 

THI!. PRESIDENI': I don tt know. 

0. Will you p,et your monopoly message up before you leave on the cruise? 

THF PRESIDENT: That depend s entirely on whether I get it t o t he Con-

gress on Fri uay or whether I do not get i t finished in time befor e 

they adj ourn Friday afternoon, in which CPSfl i t wil.J he• held until 

Monday when they will meet &gAin, because I suppose they will not 

be in se-ssion on deturd&y , 

Y. i..loes t::r . BerlA in E>ny v:ay r&present the Ad~tini~t.ration on this trip? 

THJi. PRESIDENT : As I Wlderstanrl it, he wA::< invited per sonally t o go 

and expecteu personally to go . 

v, I di d not be11r whether :.•ou saic l',e carne in to ask you or to tell you? 

TH!t PRESIDE!':'!' : lie tol<i me. 

<~ Ther e i s a report froln .Serlin today t hat AmbassAdor Hugh Wilson has 

undertaken a lahor study anri has asked the Berlin Government f or 

fAC tS aDd figurOS on Whet :they have done ir. bandlinp t hP labor 

si t uation . Do vou know anythinr &bout t hat? 

THJ·. PI\I:SI D!<JVI': No . The only thinp t hat it mi~ht btt was this : I t ol d 

him that I v.a s very much interested in thei r outdoor camps for 
. 

yOWl£· peopl e , £•bout which I knl)w vet-y little except the fact that 

beth boys enrl yirl s seem t o be improvin~ very much physically , I 

Vt"AS interested in the work whi ch the German Government is doing 

for the physical heal th of youne people end I asked him to study 

.. 
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that end let me know. That is probably it . 

~ Is it conceivable that the questi on of an annual wage will be di s-

cussed between yourself end Ur. Ford? 

THE PRESIDENT : I have not the faintest i dea . 

Q Have you read his pr oposal for en anJiuel wage? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . 

·Q Do you oontflmpl ete any further answer t o the businessmen ' s statement 

after you have read it more thoroughly? 

TRF PRF.'SIDENT : I di<l not get it, (referring to the question .) 

Q. Do you contemplate ony further answer to t he businessmen ' s statement 

after you have r ead it more thorouehly? 

THf PRESIDENT: I don ' t know. I had not thought about it . I really 

haven ' t thoupht about it yet. You a re a \'.'hole day ahead of time . 

Q. Representative John 0 1Connor was see:1. comine; out of herA about ten 

minute~ ne:o . Anythinr you heve to say on his unexpected visit to 

the v.ni te House? 

'fHr PRI:SIDD.'T: l':e t alked about j ust one subject and that was wag~s 

and hours . 

Q I am plat! you tol<l us the truth . oe said it was about the cherry 

blossorr.s . (Lau~hter) \.ill thure be en effort for wa11.es end hours 

t his session? 

'fFJ}' PRESIDF:f'.'T : I think h E' will ask for it . I knO\" I em A skill£ for 1 t. 

Q. Ho\'1 about t he Rules Oo1nm1ttee ? 

'J'HF' P!11ii-'ID!! :n' : You v·Ul hOV<' to e.sk them . 

0, Did he ask fot· the appointmAnt or did you as}; hi;n to come down? 

THE PRESIDh~T: I asked him to come down . 

Q Are you going t o do enythine t o s top the Democratic warfare up in 

.. 
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Pennsylvania? 

THE PRESIDENT: You had better go up to Pennsylva~ia and find out 

there . (Laughter) 

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President . 
A' 

• 
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1 
Executive Ottices ot the Vlhi te House, 
April 29 , 1938, 10. 48 A.M. 

TID: PRESID~IT: Claude (!.~ahoney), are you going? 

Q No . 

THE P!USIDENT: That is what comes from representing a financial paper. 

Q They have no service over the week end, any~~y . 

THE PRESIDENT: ••re you confining it to the week end? (Laughter) 

Q No , sir . They l':ill have to take Press Associ E> tions . 

TH.r: Prt~ILhl·:T : Do tl~ey tuke 'Press Associt: ti on s . 

Q They hhve an unbiased accow1t now of what happens. 

·T~ I'RESIDLNT: !)o you takr Press r.ssoc iations? 

~ (~.:r. !.:.a honey) ·.!e tW<e Fred 's (Storm) stuff. I t~.m supposed to be 

f'uster on flly f·~et t ht.n he is. · 

TH!~ PRE5DiJ:il..'T : You kno1~ the difference betv:een a dolle.r a nd a cent . 

(UiUtSbter) 

~ (r.~ . ::>term) To my sorrow; I real ize thttt now . 

Tru. P~IJ;E!!T : That is • .. hy we are t:otL poor . (wughter) 

~ (?,:r . Younr, ) bi t: crowd today . 

1 :I< . uo:.:;u.n.scK: All in . 

'rh ... J>:tE!:ii UI:r,•r : Oh , l et un sAe . I hfl ve s ever_al things. l~o . 1 on the 

trip: Thero t~re more uzal eas t han I expected in Cht~rleston and 

t herefore I do not know \·.hat port I err. coming back to. I mi (l'ht 

cor:e bee :: to Churleston . Bu".: I ·110n 't l--.now until about Tuesday, 

somewhe r e ulont~ there . It is just possible I ma:• come back to 

Ch~.rleston . So , if t!ta Pres s decides to count azaleas, I will 

arrange to have the press dispatches fW into the Ch£•rleston 
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Navy Yard . 

Q \'/e are all flower lovers . 

THI£ PRESIDENT: Poor old Pat ~!oKenna cannot go with us because h 1e 

s ister is very 111, so I have given him a rain .check for another 

cr u ise. 

I have sent r:. letter to Altmeyer, Chairoan or the Social 

Security Bo~rd. You c~n get copi es from Altmeyer . Ee has got 

copie s and further details if you want more of a story . (Reading) 

"I am very anxious that in the press of admin­
istrative dut~es the Social Security Board will not 
lose s i ght of the necessity of studying ways and 
mee.ns of i.rrproving and extending t he provisi ons of 
t he sociul Security J.ct . 

"The enactrr.ent of the Socib.l Security Act 
::-.t.r}:ed e. sreat advance i n affording more equite.ble 
and effective protection to the people of this 
country o.ge.inst wiC.esprP.O.d e~d crowing economic 
h&zurds. The successful opcrution of t he .~ct is 
tl~e best proof that 1 t was soundly conceived . 
However , it would be Wlfortunat 8 if we assume d 
tlut it 1:us con:plete and final." 

T:1bt is alent t he line of .... ~at I r.r:.ve t!!.lt:ed to you about so 

often , ~ow, in : .ncJ.e.cd 1 they !'if.ve had an Act for all:lost a quarter 

of c. centur~· c.nd al.r::.ost evgry year or two they amend it without 

fuss und f eut hers in :Perlit~ment 1 i mprovinf. the actual working 

o~ it. (Reading) 

"Hatber 1 we should be const c.ntly seeY. ing to per­
fect Sl'ld strengt hen it in the light of our accumu­
lat ing experience e.nd growine appreciBtion of 
social needs . 

"I !lJ!I p&rticult~rly anxious that the Boord 
g ive uttention to the development of a sound plan 
for l i beralizing the old age insurance syst em . 
In the development of such a plan I should like 
to heve the 3oar d Give consideretion to t~e feas­
ibility of extendinG it s coverage, commenc i ng the 
payment of old age i nsurance a nnuities a t an 
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earlier date t han January l, 1942, paying larger 
benefits than now provided 1n the Act tor those 
retiring during the earlier years or the system, 
providinE benefits tor aged wives and widows , and 
providing benefits tor young chi +dren or insured 
per sons dying before reaching retirement age . It 
is my hope that the Boord will be prepared to sub­
mit its recommendations before Congress reconvenes 
i n January ." 

Copies an~ further explanation and details trorn the Chairman . 

Then thore CI:Ulle in on t he ninth of April - - I have been 

reaain~ it in the ceantirr.e and there is no reason you should 

not h&ve it e report of a special c~ittee on the tousing 

neecs , t hat i s to say, th~ federa l buildings i n the Di strict 

of Colunbia . It is signed by the Secretary of the Interior 

and t l:e ct.~:.~ irman of the SenE>te Subcot::llJ'.i ttee on District ,;ppro-

priations, t h:. t il:', Sen11tor :.:lmer Tr.on,hs, the cha irn:an of the 

::iUbCOI:!..'llittee or the :-iouse •"-ppropriatiOnti Comni ttee for t he 

District of' Colur.:bia, t:1c chairman of the Kutional Capital 

PLrk and Plannin~ Commission ~nd t he Director of Procurffinent . 

Thtt is a study of present and future needs for Government 

buildings i n .lashington. Copies of i t a re uvailabl e at the 

office of i.ubrey Taylor in the Interior Department , 

Q 'lie will c;et 1 t over in Interior tmd not here? 

T!S rtUSILENT: It is so long we h&ve not got copies . 

!• Gettine bttc!-: t o soc ial security, h11ve you f:one ftJ.r enough into 

it to tell whether you ca n cut do1·m payn;ents to the r eserve 

fund? 

Thut you will have to ~ali-t to Al tr..eyer about . 

is one Of ~he th10£S they ar e studying , 

Q. ,'>:J:e cop ies beint. g iven out of that, s ir? 

It 

0 • 
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!.lR . EARLY : Not here. 

THE PRESIDE~~: Not here -- Alt meyer . Out s i de of t hat I thi nk we 

are all cle11.r. We h ·a ve r.t 8 . 00 o ' clock tonight. 

Q hny c omment you can mak~ on the a nnouncement or t he f ormation ot 

t he new Fro~ressive ?arty? 

TH: pp;.::;m:ENT : Not hing t o add to what I s a i d l ast Tuesday. 

~ C~n you t ell us ~nythin~ ub out your Ford vis it? 

THB PRESIDE~~: No , e xcept t hat I was i nt erest ed t o see what the 

press s&i d ubo ut i t . 

~ Eow nea r ly t.ccurute was the press? 

Tll:r: ?Rl!:SI DEUT : Oh , don ' t t!.Sk me that, Eto.rl {(;{)dwin ) . 

(i :.bout t!. S usual? {Laught er) 

(.. ~·fhat is the s t t:1 t us or the mcnopoly message? 

TH:O. 1'.-.;;siD:::l':T: I think they !lave started to t:r;;e it and I think it 

will r;o up t h is r.ft ernoon • 

. , ; ·r . Pr esiaent , t. re you eo i ng to c ive per~or."'l uttention to the 

politict:.l u se or ·,;p,; in Pennsylv&.nia or other states , or will 

you leuv .. it e ntirely in the handR of !:lr . ~opl-:ins? 

1'H!. P"l:tESIDENT : It is s upposed to be i nvestigated by t he peop l e who 

ure i n c haree of it . 

-... "e c9.nnot heur you back here . 

'l'H!·. ri,::SIIiE:•r: People a r e supposed to invest i gate it ''•ho Pre in 

char ge of it, wher e a l le(';ations hav e been made . Obviously , 

t~ey eo to !1:r . Hopki ns . 

~ i.:r . Pres i dent, the aorning p&pers say that the more conser vati ve 

adv i s ers of the President say that you are considering creat ion 

of e new counci l of busi ness men to study and make r ecommends-
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tions on economic problems. 

THE PkESIDENT: I read it in the papers . 

Q Is there any truth in it? 

455 -- 5 

THE PRESIDENT : No. If you will ask me direct questions, I will have 

to give you direct answers . 

Q. Can you tell us something about Lowell Mellett -- v!hRt hf:J is pre­

sumed to do or will do? 

rrt: PRESID~\~: Re is to go back and reconsititute the K. E . c. the 

way 1 t was workint; a bout two ye~n·s ago . In other 1·1 ords, with a 

larger relief pro[r~~. a larg~flood control program , public 

works, C. C. C., et cetera und so on, £Oin~ into effect as soon 

as the b i ll pusses -- certain l y by the first of July - - we have 

to have coordination in the different st&.tes . For the last two 

years we have been cutting clown because t he need for coorclina­

tion has beer. Getting l ess and now it has to be stepped up again. 

'l'he systen work ed exceedine;l~, well . I sl1ould say it 1~orked 

pret ty well in f orty st<.. tes out of forty - ei;l: t, which is a 

pretty good avere.e>:e , so we ;:, r e go ine: t o reconstitute it under 

Lowell . 

~ ,,.re tho se stl:lte orenn izutions disintegr a ted? 

'1'!!:: l'P.Z~Ir::~ .. ·r : !:o, we hove the :1ucleus in every state . 

~ Cn paper? 

'i'tC: 1TU::.:>illt:.J\T: [;o, not only on pe.~er-. I don 't k:lO'II l.het l·er t hey 

hf.tve been coins out to t he publ ic or not but :ted Leggett has 

been gettinc out tt very inter esting staterr.ent once a month ever 

since he has been in, u sort of report or General p icture of the 

conditions in each stflte rel&tint~ to needs, employment, public 
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works, -- all f orms or Govermnent activity -- and recommends-

tiona a s to how things can be better coor dinated . l~ov1 , these 

reports hav e been coming to me every month and then going out 
• 

to t he di fferent agencies affected by the report , so they have 

been very helpful and it has not been a mere skeleton . It has 

been cut down. 

~ Is 1.-:r. Leggett goinc to stay in the Government? 

THS PRESIDIDII': Yes . 

~ Where? 

'l'E.l.: ?h !""'.3I DENT : Lowell wen.t s hir:: to stuy r: i th h un. 

Q Can you give us ~n outline of your plen for a basic attack on 

unemployment? I meun a basic attack on it? 

TH!!. ?R~i iTd'T : Oh , not today . I <:!r. tryin~ t o get t~e ;.:easage to 

Congr ess . 

( Eave you any cc:.rr.ent to MakF on 2cnry j-"ord ' s s:~eech l ast ni.: ht to 

t !. e ed itors? 

T::.. ?lt~Il::..:o:~:T : I h1..ve only ~cl the headlinP.s , 

;.: ?hr- t is all t her e •::us to it . (Lb.u€t.ter) 

"" Di rl you sr::e t~E: s t ory in t~i !:i r ·ornil.g ' s ·paper 1•:her e Senator ~.~in t on 

hhS intrOOUCeci a oil: i n ~ hich he I·OUlc. iln-;JOSe <J f ine on nflWS-

pu per e<.litors who lmowir:.f l :t :pri nt ed e fa lse story? The bill was 

introduc ed y e~terday . 

I r eud thP l eacHine~ , Fred (Storm) und I think the t. 

i s u mt:. t t er thh t would hav e t o be referred to thP. Pri HOn Commis-

s ion . (Luughter) 

«. '.'lh~o t Co!!mis~ion? 

'Tl •• 'UT Y. 1..r • • ~ • Prison Commis~ ion . 
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Q. ll.:re you for such a bi ll, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDRJT: I am trying to cut down the cost or Government, I 

don't want to have to build any n.ore prisons . (I.;e.ughter) You 

boys asked for it, you know . 

MR . STO.Rt:: Thank you; J • .r. President. ',!e hope you hav e a nice trip . 

THE Pl:<ESUil!:NT: Have u eood time . I will see you all in just about 

a week . 

Q There was e report in New York at the editors' rr.eeting that Gov­

ernment w&s conten,plating st1:1rting 11 newspaper , Is there any­

thing to that? 

TEL r'lUS IDK.T; That would be ir.teresting , woul dn't it? i!ill you 

edit it, Fred (Stern)? 

I<, ( ~:r . Storm) I •.-~oulo be glad t r . 

T-:L ?P.!;SIDT~hT: Good; that i s all right -- as, 1i' ant~ when. (Laughter) 
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CONJ'ID!Nl'IAL 
Press COnference 1456, 
On board the U.S.S. Pml.ADELPHIA, 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
Yay 8, 1938· 

(The President greeted each member of the White House Correspondents 

Staff individually , and was introduced to t wo members of the local 

Press. Photographers fro!ll the local l'ress took photographs of the 

conference as it was held . ) 

~ Did you have good weather, ~x . President? 

THE PRESIDENI' : \';e hed rer"ect weather, did you have good weather? 

Q. We had one of the most delightful times , next best to Rio . 

THE PRESIDEN.l': How did you like :~ac ' s stories? 

Q. Best reports we have hnd . i':e are going to make a reporter of him . 

TBE PRESIDIN!': Where were you at 10 .00 o ' clock l ast nie-bt? \'.'e v;ere 

wondering whether you could all be found . ( l~eferring to the SS 

MARATHON incident) 

G. We all got 1 t . Everyone Y.as present . 

THE PRESIDEt-.I'T: Where i s the Hysterical House? 

Q It i sn 't Hysterical !muse, it is the P~storical House -- you can 

get drinks there . As a matter of fact we wertJ out with a ~r. 

Stone who owns e.n old plantation about 200 yenrs old . '!'his is a 

lovely city, you oUi;ht to sec it somet1n1e , ll;r , President. 

Q To strike a seri ous note, i.~r . President, is t here anythine you can 

say on the v:ages and Hour s Bill. 

THE PRESID11'1"T: I think we sent somethin£ to you on that . 

Q I t hink you sent 1 t to \;ashington . 

'THE PRESIDl!:Nl' : No , nothing further , 
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Q While JOU were gone, Mr. President, a uan DUied Winthrop Aldrich 

gave a speech regarding extending a breathing spell to business 

ot ~wo or three years to absorb what bad been done. 

THE PRES~"T: I have only seen the radio press. 

Q Was he one ot the s ixteen? 

!.1R • .MciNTYRE: He l ed all the rest. 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not s een a newspaper sine~ last Tuesday's. 

Q The otber development in Washington i s the interest on t he neutral­

ity question, particularly lifting t he arms embargo to Spain . 

The Nye Resolution comes up . 

THl PRESIDENT: I think the State Department Press report covered it 

completely . 

!.~ . MciNTYRE: I will get one of those ship's papers for you. It 

covered it completely. 

THE PRESIDENT: l'le sent something on the Spanish embargo to you -

just what you asked . 

~ It ~~s about old Spanish f or tresses. 

THL PRESIDENT: It was a direct reply . 

l1iii. . Mci:N'I'YRE: Approaching the subject . 

Q. Mr . President , any further :plans for 11.:onday - - the regular con­

ference? 

THJ: PRLSIDENI': Just normal. Ther e will be a conference around ten . 

Q \'/hen do you look for an adjourmnent? 

THE PhESIDENT: I don't know. 

Q '1'!111 you see Harry Hopkins and Secretary Ickes immediately upon 

your return? 

THL PRliliii:Et•.'J.': . I suppose so . I will see the Secretary of State and 
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Secretary ot the Treasury tomorrow. Tboae are the oD17 deti-

nite datea' we haTe. 

~ Anyt hing special on Secretary Hull? 

THE PRESI DENT: No, jus t bring things up t o date. 

~ ~~. Pres ident, Har ry Hopkins has done a splendi d job with the old 

Dock Str eet Theatr e her e . 

THE PRESIDENT: It is good, isn ' t i t? I was in i t 1n 1913, i t i s 

very nice. 

>;
. 

~ They have put up a tablet to Harry . . ... ~. ~1.. 
~\I . "~)., ~~:-,:. 

THE PHESIDENT: That theatre and the: old. Opera House in New Orleans 

are the most i nteresting theatres in this country , and the ol d 

Opera House was bur ned down. 

Q How about that barracuda Rudolph Forster caught? Did he really 

catch it? 

TID. Pft.t.::.IC!::i~ : Of c curse . \le had so many barracuda we didn • t know 

what to do with them . 

((. !.:r . Pres ident, what time are you going ashore? 

THE P~IDE~~ : hbout 6:45, starting to leave about 6:00 o'clock. 

Q. Is there any complaint on the ',fages and P.ours Bill? 

T!Jl. PR;·:SIDENT: I haven ' t a thing on it except the small re.dio re-

port s -- the dispatches we get on the radio. You ought to see 

Colonel Watson; t he second day out he got burned - - he looked 

like a Cari b I ndian . He didn ' t l ike i t because it hurt his 

Vi rgi nia ancestry. 

Q. !,:r . President, did you notice the transf orllfi tion of the HARTFORD? 

THE PF..J::SII;El:T: Yes , doesn ' t it look nice? 

~ Speaki ng of the .old HARTlo'ORD , they should take the HARTFORD trom 
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here and put it in tbe Yankee waters of Hartford and put tbe 
I 
submarine that is under the Hoosatonic bare. 

THE PRESIDENT: Do you suppose they know where she is? It would be 

grand. You know the plan right along has been to use the water-

front of the Potomac for some historic ships, one from each war, 

starting with the CONSTITUTION, i~ we could get her from Boston. 

Of course there is the CONSTELLATION, which 1s. at Newport. If 

we could raise the submarine it would be a fine thing. 

~ The amazing thing about that is that eight crews went out and were 

lost and each time the entire corps stepped forwa.rd to volunteer. 

THE PRESIDENT: I have a very interesting print of that. 

~ Did Mac get anything to drink? 

THE PRESID~: Heavens, no! He was on a Navy ship. He was on a 

milk diet. 

MR. MciNTYRE: Yes, and I lost three pounds. 

Q The State Legislature of South Carolina has passed numerous Resolu-

tiona that you award one ship to this Yard. Have you anyt~ing 

on that? 

~ PRESIDENT: I am not sufficiently up on the schedule, but we are 

going to keep construction work going here . Let me see, they 

have just laid a keel here . We will undoubtedly keep two ships 

going here at all times. You have one here about three-quarters 

completed and one with a keel being laid, and when the number one 

goes overboard we will start another. 

Q How about relief labor on new projects? 

THE PRESIDENT: VIe will use relief labor as far .as we can. 

~ Have you any particular interest in the south Carolina Primaries? 

r 

. . 
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THE PRESIDENT: A great deal ot interest, as I haTe iD 1110st Pr1mar1 ... 

MR. STOEllof : The.Dk you, Mr. President. 
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CORFI~ 
Pres• Conter.nce #457 
l!!:l:ecutin Offices ot the White Souse 
Way 101 1938, 4:10 P.Y. 

(There was aom.e "round-the-desk" discussi on about the activities ot 

the Press while in ·Cha.rleeton.) 

MR. DONALDSON: All in . 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t believe there is any news. I have been try-

ing to catch up since yesterday morning a.nd I haven' t caught up 

yet. 

Q. Anything lto say about the Florida election? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I ~hink the little old Latin phrase . 

Q \\bat ia it? What ph~ee? 

THE PRESIDENT: I will put it in English, "The thing speaks for itself . " 

Q Mr . President , any Latin phr ase for the Pennsylvania s ituation? 

(Laught er) 

THE PRESI DENT: No, but you might read Dante ' s Inferno . (Laughter} 

Q Mr . President • speaking seriously, if we may, e.bout Pennsylvania , 

there a r e charges of the use of Federal money -- of the misuse 

of Federal money involved in that Grand Jury investigation. Are 

you paying any particular attention to those charges? 

THE PRESIDEl\'T : I didn 't even know it . I did not know Federal money 

was involved . \'ihat department? 

Q That is rather vague. (Laughter} 

Q. Frank Murphy , of Minnesota , conferred with you this morning. Would 

you care to tell us anything about it? 

THE PRESIDENI' : We had a delightful visit . i'1e talked about a gas line 

and all kinds of local problema in Minnesota . 
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Q The Poetaaater General was present, too. Is he i nterested in pipe 

lines? 

THE PRESI DENT: He just came in after, as an old friend ; just happened 

around. 

Q Did you see the story in thi s afternoon's paper where fourteen of 

the large utility compalliee have agreed t o work out some sort of 

a plan wher eby they could abide by the death sentence clause of 

the Utility Holding Company Act? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I have not ; I hope it is true . 

Q John Ihlder was here today to see you and he t old us that you and 

he worked out some phraseology for ~ proposed amendment, etc . 

THE PRESIDENT: We haven 't actually worked out the phraseology. I told 

him we all. had the same objective and to work out the phraseology 

with Bell. He was to see Bell 9.Dd then Bell W!'IS to see Nathan 

Straus and I think they are in substantial accord and t hen they 

are to go up to the Hill and see if we cannot get the amendments 

through . 

Q Have there been any developments on the International scene which 

would justify a change in America ' s policy of arms embargo toward 

Spai n? 

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to ask the State Department . 

Q I have a question in two parts . 

THE PRESIDENT: You must have sat up all night. (Laughter) 

Q Yes , sir. (Laughte~ 

Is there anything the Chief Executive can do about free 

speech and free assembly in Jersey City? And the second quest i on 

is: Is t here anything the Democratic Party can do about its Vi ce 
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Chail'll8ll, Mr . Hague? 

THE PRESIDENT: The first question pertai ns to l ocal police matters 

and t he answer i s , "No ." The answer to the second question i s 

t o ask the Nat i onal Chairman. 

~ You ment i oned a gas line a moment ago. Thet permits an inqui ry 

about whether you care to say anything about Dr. Eckenert s gas 

missi on in Washi ngton? 

THE PRESIDENT : Not yet . I talked with the Solicitor General about 

i t this aft ernoon and they are having a meeting tomorrow morning . 

The question hinges on a determination of two words in the law. 

I can' t remember what the two v;ords aro -- military 

Q, Importance? 

THE PRESIDENT: Mil i tery importance, the t is it . 

q, Apart from the law, do you think we want to gas Germany? (Laughter) 

~ Vlith whom, sir, will you hold this meeting tomorrow? 

TI~ PRESIDENT: The Soli~itor General , tue Chief of Staff of the Army, 

t he Chief of Operations of the~avy and the Secretary of the In-

terior . 

Q, Y.r , President , in your discussion with the Postmaster General today, 

did you talk about O' Connell ' s letter, Representative O' Connell ' s 

letter dem:'lndint; that Hague be removed as Vice Chairman? 

THE PRESIDF.lli'I': No , I haven ' t even got it yet . 

Q \\'hat assurance have you th~t t he gas will not be used for military 

purposes? 
' 

THE !?RESIDENT: That is the question we are going to discuss tomorrow 

as to whether it can be used for militarJ purposes • . 
Q, Do you require any assurance from the person t o whom it is to be 
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gi?en that it not be used f or military purposes? 

THE PRESIDENT: It depends on what t he use 1a, the stated use. 

Q Whose word' wil l it be? 

THE PRESI DENT: It is not a question of word , it is a question of pur­

pose~ 

Q Mr. Pr esident, t he House Wages and Hours Bill i s likely t o come up 

t his sessi on end it st~tes no di fferent i al of wages . Do you f avor 

a fl:oor - -

TliE PRESIDENT: That is discussing details of current legislati on . 

Q Have you any preference? 

THE PRESIDENT: We do not discuAs det ails while legi s lation is going 

through the House , 

~ V'e he.ve never seen Louis Johnson and Basil Manly in here to; et her 

before today and they heve r e ferred rue t o you for an explanation. 

TaE PRF.SI:~:l1:'},"T: We t alked about an interesting problem and that i s the 

adequacy of po;ver for purposes of national defense . It is R sub­

ject thot hns never been stuclied until thi s year . It'''has two 

fact ors in i t: one , the suff i ci ency of pm·;er end the need of ad­

ditional power in cess of \·:or . T!:le s econj i s the quest ion of 

tying in existing power lines v:hich are now not connected . It 

is purely -- we are approachinh it vurely from the cilitary poi nt 

of vi ew. I can give you two very simple examples: ?or instance, 

if anything shoulr1 happen t o t he power plants of the Di stri c:t of 

Columbia, ther e is absolutely no connectim: link .between the Di s ­

tri ct of Col w11'Jia and Balt imore. 'I. e coul d not borrow power from 

Baltimore, or i f anytbinp, happened to ;>ower in Baltimore, they 

couldn ' t borroVI power from t he District of Colurr.bia . 
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The other example i s t he City of New York where t here ie no 

phys i cal power connection between t he eastern side of the Rudeon 

River and the ot her side of the Hudson River. That i s a mi l itary 

problem and i t is being studi ed this year for the first time in 

history. It is still in the study stage , of course, and wi ll take 

some time . 

Q Have you recei ved any recent advices which would indicate t hat bus­

i ness is reedy to end its fire breathing spell? 

THE PRESI~ENT: No, I have not , 

Q On the Spani sh arms embargo, do you feel that is primarily a matter 

for Congress to decide? 

TIE PRESIDENT: You will have t o ask the State Depar tment . 

Q By referring the second Hague question to the National Chairman , do 

you think it is not up to you to tske the initiative in that? 

THE PRESI DENT : I will simply have to tell you to take it up with the 

Chairman . 

Q How about the Distri ct Commiss ioner for the District of Columb ia? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet, but in the course of the next two or three 

days . 

Q Mr. Presic1en,t , since you made your $ta tement expressing sympatheti c 

interest in the Anglo-Itali~ cccord, the siGnificance of t hat 

statetnent has been debated in seve1·al forums, includine t~e British 

House of CoJTL'!lon~:~ . In view of the controversy, coul<l you explAin 

a little further? 

THE PRESID~~ : No, I don ' t t hink so ; no. 

Q In that same connecti on , Mr . Pres i dent, your statement was quoted 

in the League of Nations Council today as in11cat i ng approval from 
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the United States, along with approval from France and seTeral 

other countries. 

THE PRESIDE1~: I should say , if you want to write stories about it , 

that you had better reread what I said, 

~ At Chicago , Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT : No , the st atement he was referring to . You can also 

reread t he Chicago one , which has been very widely misquoted in 

the press . Both of them have . 

MR. YOUNG : Thank you Mr. Pres ident . 

l . . 

• 



CONFIDIH'l'IAL 
Preas Conference 1458, 
E%ecut1Te Otfices of the White House , 
May 13, 1938, 10.35 A.M. 

TBE PRF.SIDENI': I think t~e only thing I have got today is a letter 

from Mr. (John) Biggers , making his semi-final report on the un-

employment census . He poi nt s out tha t the cost of the census, 

including everything, will not exceed ~1, 986 , 000 . out of the 

$5 , 000 , 000 . that was authori zed for the census . In other words, 

~3 ,000 , 000 . will be turned back to the Treasury. The printed re-

port will be submitted shortly and made public . He points out 

tha t the saving in cost and t he speed with whi ch t he whole t hing 

was done ~~s due pri maril y t o the utilization of the facilities 

of other Governmental agenci es , the Post Office Department and 

other s . That, in the short time that the census wes concluded , 

he has tabulations for 3,070 counti es and special tabulations for 

952 cities , cities with a population of 10,000 or more , broke.n 

down in such form that each s t ate, county and city can use this 

information as a valuable oid in solving its own unemployment 

problem. 

' The staff of the organization is nov: substentielly disbanded, 

only a few people being left to checx the final r eports and the 

li~uidation of accounts . 

85 ,000,000 unemployment report cards were distributed to 

every home in the countr y in one day. 

The voluntary educational campaign in Vlhich the press , the· 

radio, and the motion picture all played i mport ant parts had so 

well acquainted t he people with t he purp.ose and importance of the 
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census t hat oyer 11,000,000 peopl e Toluntari ly t illed out regis­

t rat ion cards. 5, 833, 401 reported as t otally unemployed --

Q May I han th.at f i gure again? 

THE PRESIDEm': 5, 833,401 reported as totally unemployed , 2,011 ,615 

as unemployed except tor emergency work, and 3, 219 , 502 as par­

tially unemployed . 

Fifteen tons of postal cards c~me into Washington. 

The census demonstrated the possibility of qui ck action and 

cooperation between the branches of the Government to undertake 

emergency tasks. 

Regardless of fluctuating totals , ~he data showed character­

istics and composition of unemployment have permanent value. These 

facts developed include a study of ages and sex; dependent workers, 

geographical distribution ; in<i ustries and occupations -- Steve 

(Early) will make thil'l available for you - - all of which w;ll be 

necessary as a basil'l for any comprehensive reemployment plan . 

Since this information i s available by counti es and cities of 

10,000 and more populati on, an opportunity and a challene e is pre­

sented to local communities to assist in solving our princi pal 

economic problem. 

An interesti ng revelation is the fact that as the main br ead­

winner of a family is throvm out of work, additional members of 

the family s'eek work which accentuates the number of unemployed 

in depression times . Likewise, it proves the fact that to brine 

about recovery, it is not necessary to provide jobs equal in number 

to the unemployed, because, as breadwinners are restored to work , 

other potantial workers vanish from the labor market . 
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That seems to be tairly well established. In other word•, 

the una.ployment cen8U.8 has real Talue and makes it much more 

easy tor the GoTerament to conduct the unemployment census, the 

next one, in conjuncti on with the decennial census ot 1940. 

Q Ur. President, do you think this unemployment census should be a 

continuing tunction so that fortnight by fortnight or month by 

month the Nation should know accurately the changing figures of 

unemployme.nt? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think we are, in general, working toward a system 

ot that kind. In other words, it may be called a voluntary regis-

tration system. 

Q If I recall correctly, befor e John Biggers started that I got the' 

impression , both from you and ltir . Hopkins, t hat such a census 

would be of no practical value, or words t o that eff ect. Has it 

turned out 

THE PRESIDENT: (i nterposing) It hes turned out to be of real value , 

not only for t he bringing together of definite figures for the 

time t hat it was t aken , which vms last December or the end of 

November - - the f i r st week in December but it also ended all 

kinds of perfectly crazy stories , stories t hat were got out by 

all kinds of people , where the figures varied by millions , and 

gave us a perfectly definite point of d~arture . Also , it is very 

useful for the · future . 

Q Will the machinery used in t hat poll and the method of this poll be 

studied with a view to national defense or possible mobilization 

ot machinery? 
. 

THE PRESIDU."T: I had not thought of 1 t; it 1 s a new one on me. 
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Q While we are on the subject ot recOYery. the Administration apeekera. 

including yourself. said that the cauaea ot the present depression. 

the primary causes, were the unabsorbed inTentories and unwarranted 

increases in prices. 

THE PRESIDENT: Those were the f act ors, yes. 

Q Prime factors? 

THE PRESIDEm' : Not the only factors . 

Q But now that the spending and lending program is on its way, have 

you a program to meet these two points --

THE PRESIDENT: (inter-posing) No 

~ -- the unwarranted increase in prices and unabsorbed inventories? 

THE PRESID:t:NT: Unfortunately , not . We did -- we were working t owards 

it , as we all know , in an experimental ~Y under NPA, really, 

honestly, 1n an experimental way. However, we had t o desist from 

those experiments when NRA was declared unconstitutional. And at 

the present time the whole thing is being s t arted anew , not il'ith 

any thought, as I have said so often, of reconstitutinp, NRA, but 

being started anew through the study of what was ret~lly misnamed 

the monopoly problem, because it is a far wider problem than the 

mere discussi on of certain definite monopolies , one the study of 

those wi ll go hand in hand with this investigation I hope the Con-

gr ess will authorize before they adjourn . 

Q The reason I asked is because t hey say that the other spending pro-

gram failed . I am just wondering if there i s an answer. 
' 

THE PRESID!l~: Of course the other spending program did not fail but 

it got to such a point that certain other economic and business 

methode ran away with the ball . 



Q I •• WOD4er1Jic wllnher ~ere n8 80.. •:r ot resul-'1111 l"D'"'DI 

·~ w1 til ~· ball? 

'1'111 PRISIDIH'l': 'l'bat i8 ri3)1t. 

Q Ban you ~ plan in lliDd? 

THE PRESIDDT: No. 

Q Kr. Murray, or the steel workers' organization committee, propoaed 

and Kr. Lewis later endorsed the proposal, that you seek a confer­

ence or business, industry, finance, labor and agriculture to work 

out with you what each might do. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, those confer~nces are going on every day. 

Q He meant where representatives of all the groups would be together 

with you. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, t hey are , every day. 

Q Mr. President, will you comment on the Chief Justice's speech and 

Mr. Wallace's following comment? 

THE PRESID»fl' : No , 1 t depends on which paper you read . 

Q Mr. President , regarding the helium questi on , which you took up with 

members ot vari ous departments the other day and eft erwa.rds in­

di cated that the matter was for decision of the Nati onal Munitions 

Cont rol Board , that Board had already appr oved the export. Did you 

intend that they should r eopen the questi on? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think probably there will be another meeting of the 

Board very soon. 

Q When? 

THE PRESIDENT: Very soon; I don 't know when . 

Q l~o has the power t o call that meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chairman. 
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~ The Chairman yesterday said i t would depend on you. 

THE PRESIDENl': Per:tect l y t rue; I have not as.ked him yet because I han 

not seen h1m. 

Q Do you unders t and t hat the Board a ct ed illegally when it appr oved 

t he erport of helium? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; i t is a questi on of law, I suppose. The 

' 

s t atute is very definite in setting up the National Munitions 

Board. It says , "The Secretari es" of these different Departments, 

"The heads" of these Departments. Well , by Government custom, as 

you know, these interdepartmental _j)oards meet with the membership 

composed of Assi stant Secret aries and , in order that the record 

may be perfect ly clear, we want to have a meeting with the Secr e­

t aries present . Legally, whether the action of t he Board when it 

is constituted by Assistant Secretaries may be all right , nobody 

lalows . 

~ In weighing the laws governing the export of helium, does the Board 

take into cons ideration the intent of the Congress , the intent of 

the time when 1t was passed , which was immed i ately after the 

Hindenberg disaster? 

THE PRESID~~ : They take into consi aeration the language of the statute 

pr i .nl8.rily. \'.hen any question comes up as to the construction of 

t he language , they are at full liberty to look into the debates on 

the floor or the hearings of the committee prior t o the passage of 

the s t at ut e. 

C.:. \\'hat I had in mind was that it was passed i mmediately efter the l oss 

ot l i te in the Bindenberg disaster. 

Q There are two small local matters that v:e can dispose of. One is the 
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District ot Columbia Tax Bill. 

THE PRESIDENl': That hasn't got here yet. 
' 

Q The other is the suggestion that you gave Mr. Ihlder that he give 

you some proposals for language for the Alley Dwelling Authority. 

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet but I think that is coming along all right. 

' Q The St ate Department has referred to you the question of what happens 

to J;;r . Hugh Gibson now that you have appointed Mr. Davies to 

Brussels. 

THE PRESIDENT: They have not referred it to me. 

Q I asked the question of Secretary Hull and he said that was for the 

White HOuse, for the President to answer. 

THE PRESID~~: It hasn 't got here yet. 

~ This week you saw the members of t he Philippine Commission and Am-

bassador MacMurray. Is it your thought that t heir reco~nendations 

will solve the future r elationship with the Philippines? 

THE PRESIDENT: All I can say is that they are Inaking excellent progress. 

Q, When will you sign the new tax bill? 

THE PRESIDEIVI': I hope to act on the tax bill within the next nine days . 

Q Y~. President, would you care to comment on the 15% wage cut by rail-

roads ~fective July 1? 

~ ' T1a PRESID~fr : That is in the usual legal process . 

I(, Will .Norman Davis, as head of the Red Cross , handle our participation 

in the refugee probleJns? 

THE PRESID~~ : I don't think so. Myron Taylor is the head of that . 

Q I thought perhaps Norman Davis of the Red Cross might have something 

to do with it. 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 
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Q An7 plana tor the weekend? 

THE PRESIDml': I am going down the river tomorrow afternoon; be back 

Sunday afternoon. 

Q Has Mr. Gibson resi gned as Ambassador t o Belgium? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes. 

Q Has it been accepted? 

(No answer.) 

Q Does this report by Mr. Biggers mean the concl usion of his connec­

tion with the Government? 

THE PRESID&~: On this part icular job , yes . I hope -- he has been 

so perfectly f ine about this vthole thing t hat I hope we will be 

able to use his services again somewhere. 

Q Do you contemplate a letter to Senator Duffy like the one you sent 

to Senator McAdoo? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . 

~ Or Governor Earle? 

THE PRESID~'l' : No . 

Q Have you accepted ~tt . Gibson ' s resignation? 

THF. PRESIDENT: What i s that? 

~ You say that Gibson has resigned . Have you accepted hi s resi p.nation? 

THL PRESI DENT : I don ' t know; I don ' t know whether I scrept it or not 

or whether t he St ate Depart ment does , I don 't know v.b.at t he pro­

cedure is. 

Q Are you seeinK the Chairman of the Stock Exchange tod.ay, r.lr . ;,iortin? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, he is coming in with Mr . Douglas (Chairman of the 

SEC) at 12:15. 

~ Is that just a courtesy call? 
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THE PRESI DEm': Yes . 

Q Can you give us any information about the report in the newspapers 

t he l as t f ew days about the appoint ment of Mr. West ss Comptroller 

of Curr ency? 

THE PRESIDENT: No deci sion has been reached. 

MR. YOUNG: Thank you , 14r. President . 

• 

42 
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CONl"'DEm'IAL 
Pres s Confer ence #459 , 

. ExecutiTe Otti ces ot t he White House, 
May 17, 1938, 4.07 P.M. 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think t he only' news of any interest is the letter 

I wrote to Chai rman Ri ce, of the Central Stat ist ical Board . I 

will read it . I haven' t any copies; you will have to get them 

from him unless yciu v.'a.D.t to t ake down the gist of it . 

\ 
"t.:ay 16 , 1938 

"My dear Mr. Chairman: 

"I am concerned over the large number of 
statistical reports which Federal agencies are 
requi ring from business and industry. In view 
of comments that come into this office, I desi re 
to know the extent of such reports and how far 
the~e is duplication among them. Accordingly, 
I am requesting the Central Statistical Board, 
under the authority of Section 1 of the Act creat­
ing the Board , to report to roe on the statistical 
work of the Federal agenci es, with recommendations 
looking toward consolidations and chanees which 
are consistent with efficiency and economy, both 
to the government and to private industry. 

"Specifically, I am interested in the ap­
proximate · nurr~er of financi al and other statistical 
reports and returns regularly required from busi­
ness and industry and from private individuals by 
agencies of the Federal government under existing 

- law , and t he authority under which each is collected; 
specific indications of the extent and kinds of 
duplication existing among them, and the diversity of 
account s and records which they necessitate . I as­
sume that exhibits of the questionnaires and report 
forms are already avai lable in large part in the 
Board ' s fi l es , and I am sure that all of the Federal 
agencies will cooperate in providing any additional 
information that is relevant . 

"Wi th a view to reducing the amount of dupli­
cati on i n statistical reports , v.~ll you indicate the 
pri nci pal point s at which the enactment of les.isl a­
tion by the Congress appears to be necessary in order 

421 
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to ettect consolidations or obenges, . with the recom­
mendations ot the Board regarding them? 

"I should like to have t he complete report ot 
the Board by J'anu.ary 1, 1939. 

"V~ry sincerely, 

"Honorable Stuart A. Ri ce , 
Chairman, Central Statistical Board , 
Washington, D. C. " 

Q May we have copies of that? 

THE PRESIDENT: From M.r. Rice . 

~ Mr. President, it may be out of turn but there ere a lot of fellows 

that have to make spot news out of that .· Is it possible that we 

can have a copy here? 

MR. EARLY: They could use that copy, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: Vie will post this in the Press Room. 

Q, Can you tell us the f irst name of Mr. Rice? 

THE PRESIDENT: Honorable Stuart A. 

Q Had you received a lot of complaints about that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I would say not many more than t here are always . There 

always have been complaints about it . 

Q, You say there had been some, I was wondering if there was any parti-

euler reason at this particular time? 
At 

THE PRESI]2ENI' : No. It is ju.st something th~;~t ought t o be done and of 

4 

course probably it will help , too , in pr eparing for the 1940 census. 

That i s another factor . 

There is a good deal of discussion going around the depart-

ments on the need of individual reports. This does not affect cor-

porations, of course , or involve financial reports but on individual 
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census reports there is quite a lot ot study beiJ18 ginn by printe 

organizations to a system that has been talked about 1n Australia, 

ot making Election Day .-- changing the name of ~lection Day to 

"Citizens' Day" and put a provision that when people go to vote, at 

the same time they will f i ll out a blank relating the various i n­

formation that the Government ought to have. They will gather 

information, for example , on crop legislation -- crop statistics, 

how many cattle they have got , whether t hey changed t heir business 

in the past year or have gone out of farming or whether they have 

gone into farming or whether they are living in a rented house or 

buying their own house, at the same time givi!lE; t hem the oppor­

tunity on "Citizens ' Day" to pay their taxes . (Laughter) 

Q That is very funny . 

Q That would cut the deficit a good deal, wouldn ' t it? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: In other ;·1ords , clean up all their business with the 

Government in one day. 

Q You say that is in effect , or beine spoken of? 

THE PRESIDENT: It is being talked about in Australia . Whether it is 

being put into effect in any of their states or not I don ' t know. 

At the same time, t hey have also discussed the possibility of en­

acting a poll tax , let us say of five dollars , which will be re­

mitted to you if you vote. It is not a bad i dee -- not e bod i dea 

for some of those present, I ~ight say, besides others • 

. ~ \\'ould that apply to the District of Columbia? (Laushter ) 

THE PRESIDENT: They would go through all the functions of citizensnip 

in one day. Of course you could. get a doct or' s cert i f i cate . 

(Laughter) 
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In .that way the proponents of this tllought are 88yill8 that 

it avoids a great deal of doorbell ringing to get information 

and you get, 1n large part, an annual censu.s of things t hat you 

ought t o have an annual checkup on . It is somethill8 you can write 

a piece about . I am not advocating it but it i s an interesting 

possi bility. 

Q Can you tell us who the pr oponents are? 

THE PRESIDE!t\T: I don't know t hei r names . 

~ Have you received and read a letter from Mr. Amos Pinchot which i s 

awaiting releAse? 

THE PRESIDENT: No ; he never awaits r elease. (Laughter) It is impos-

sible. 

Q. It is t wenty-one pages . 

Q. The polls i n Pennsylvania will be open for ~!.bout four hours yet . 

THf PRESI DENT : Will they? 

Q Do you wish to comment on lJr . Fa::-ley' s staterr.ent of yester day? 

THE PRESI DENT : No . 

~ Governor Johnst on (Olin D. Johnston , of South Carol i na) announced 

his cAndi dacy for the Senate yesterday against Smith (Senat or 

.S'mi t h) end issued a statement when he left t :.e Wh ite !iouse tilot 

he inferred you were supporting his candi dacy. I s t hat r i ght ? 

TID, PRESI DDi'T: The same old phonograph recorC. . Get :~teve t o turn it 

on for you , aft erwards . The same appli es to ~11 the other people 

t hat come in here t hese days . 

~ Does that apply to ~ir . FRrlay al so , and his statement ? (Laught er ) 

Q. Di d ~ deci de what to do about t he Tax Bill? 

THE PRESID~~ : It has not come to me yet . I t had not been s i gned up 
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t o twelTe o '~loek noon yest erday. and whether it can get t o me 

t omorrow or not. I don 't know. 

~ Will you have a statement? 

THE PRESIDD~: It will undoubtedly come via the Treasury Depart ment. 

~ Vli ll you have a st atement with the signing of the bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: With the signing ot the bill? 

~ A statement with the signing of the bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think you are assuming something. (Laughter) 

Q Well, in either case? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: No , I am not prognosticating . 

~ Is there anything you can say' t o clarify the attit ude of the Admin:.. 

istration as to t he Oregon primaries for Governor , for the Demo-

cratic nomination? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . 

Q There have been a nwuber of reports printed about it , ind i cating 

t hat you favor one candidate or anothe~ . 

THE' PPTSI DFNT: Same old st ory. 

Q Have you receiveu a communicat i on from .i';orr.um Thomos on the lfegue 

incident in Jersey City? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don' t know. Have I? Does anybody r6lnember? 

~ffi . EARLY: I t hink there \'laS a message received and sent t o the ilttorney 
- . 

General. 

THE PRESIDENT: I guess that is it . 

Q l':hat about O' Connell , did he write a letter, too'? 

THE PRESI DENT: I think so and I think probably that same Etction was 

taken . 

Q In 1935 you issued an Executive Order setting up an Accounting 
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Division i n t he Trea sury Department t o handle relief expenditures. 

Now t he House has abolished t hat, t hat parti cular divis i on, with 

t he r esult that t he agencies will do t hei r own bookkeeping. 

THE PRESI DENT: Not necessarily; your concl usion i s not necessari l y 

cor r ect. It i s a question tha t i s being discussed now between t he 

Treasury Department and Senator Byrnes . We do not want to end an 

independent check on accounti ng and how i t will best be carried 

out i s now being di scussed between them. It does not necessarily 

mean t hat the language of t he House bill will ~top it because it 

can alvreys be set up as s project . 

0, They reduced the amount of' money for that v:ork from ~: 8 , 000 , 000. to 

~2 , 000 , 000? 

THE PRESIDUiT: Yes . 

Q Therefore t hey cannot hire many employees t o <lo it . 

THE PF.ESIDTh"T : That creat e::> a pr oblem whi ch i s now under J i scussi on . 

4, Do you intend to appoi nt Charles \'iest to a Fed<>ral position? 

THE PRES!D]:t-IT : \li'ho? 

1(. Charles V1est? 

Q Your replies on tilese state primaries do really lee.ve c: :iifficult 

line of demarcation for us . AI't :l to assucHe that wLen a Cabinet 

!;.ember or two Cabi net :..embers and a Secretary 

TilE PRESIDE'Nl' : ( int er:posine ) 1.1y dear hoy, I never knew t na t silence 

· on my part left a difficult situation f or you . (Laughter) 

Q Cannot we assume t hat when these :nen speak they are speaking for 

the Admini st rat ion? 

THE PRE.."HDENT: I would not assume one way or thP other. You will 
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continue to write your pieces, so it is ell right . I won't kick. 

Q Do you want the Reorganization Bill revived at this session? 

11m PRESIDENT: Nothing on that today ; no news. 

Q Did you and Senator La Follette discuss the best technique for 

organizing l iberal forces for liberal policies? 

THh PRESIDl~NT: We talked about cabbages and sealing wax. (Laughter) 

Q. How about kings? 

THE PRESIDBh'T : You will notice tnat I ~id not give t he whole quotation . 

(i There have ·been some s tori es in t he papel·fi recently regarding report 

of resignations of Cabinet ~:embers . Both hnv~ been deniec . Will 

you tell us what you believe the. t:enesi s of those stori~:~s t o be? 

TJ~: PRFSID~~ : Oh, I suppose it is like all other news . (Lauebter) 

Sorr)' I cannot be more helpful today . (LAut,hter ) 

lfi. . • YOt.lNG : Thank you, Mr. PresiC.ent. 
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Executiye Offi ces ot the White House, 
May 20 , 1938, 10. 50 A.M. 

MR. OONALDSON: All i n . 

THE PRESI DENT: I am sendi ng out today to the Congress the message.on 

phosphates , you wi ll all be glad to know, since i t is somewhat 

overdue. 

It does call attention to the need of phosphates in the land 

and to some rather interesting figures in regard to the supply of 

phosphates i n the world . We probably have t he l argest deposits of 

phosphate rock , phosphorous rock , of any other nation in the world , 

and the rest of t he phosphates i s only in three countries, Russia 

and French and British Colonies . 

Science has been more and rr.ore coming to the conclusion that 

land runs out in most climates if it aoes not have t he phosphates 

renewed in it . Of course the whole tb.ins ties up v;i th soil con-

serv~tion becausP , if lnnd runs out , farmers abandon it and there-

upon erosion sets in . In other words , it is tied in with the 

general soi l conservation problem. 

In the United St ates , about seven or eight billion tons of 

phosphat e rock that has been located, nearly all of it , the great 

bulk of it , is out in the Rocky Mountain states . About t he onl y 

chemical phosphate that is beillR produced at the present time in 

this country comes from l!'l orida and Tennessee and a very lares 

portion of the Florida phosphate i s exported . Actually, of the 

'-- entire supply of phosphate rock , probably the Coverrunent owns today, 

on publi c land , sometbin~ like three quarters of it and it is a 
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nry illlportant thing to get a national policy as to the present 

develo1111ent, including export , and the future development of 

phosphate, in view of these rather silllple figures. 

It you ~~t to add a human interest touch to any story you 

write, it was brought home t o me when I was preparing this mes­

sage -- I haven ' t got it in the message - - the fact that no life 

can be successfully produced without phosphate . JUSt as an example, 

that includes human l i te, animal life and plant life . If you pro­

duce a cr op for human consumpti on that is produced on a f ield with 

Very little phosphate in t he SOil t it zr,eans t hat the childr en ?/hO 

eat hominy or the oatmeal do not get enough phosphate and of course 

we all know t hat the .lack of phosphates i n chi ldren is the cause 

of ri cket s and things like that . It is the san:e way with animal 

l ife of all kinds , It does not maintain its s t andard unless it 

gets phosphat es out of its rood . If cows do not get enough phos­

phate in the grass t hey eat, their milk has got less phosphate 

than it would have otherwise . So you can go on and enlarge on t hat 

ad lib . It real ly is a new thought for t he Ameri can people t hat 

phosphate i s necessary for all ~inas of life , human, animal end 

plant and that is why it i s of ir.1portance to this country for the 

next thousand year s or so th~t v:e have a policy in regard to re­

turning phosphat e to the land . 

Q Mr . President, is it not the i dea with respect t o plant food to have 

a combination of phosphate and nitrates? 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Q (interposing) 

THE PRESI DENT : 

Yes , and of course on the nitrat e end of it --

I wes ~;oint; to ask you about t he nitrate side . 

That i s the other s ide , Fred (Essary) . I am only a 
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layman on th.ia but the general idea is t hat when you plough under 

a cover crop 1n order to help bring the soil back, or when you 

put on the other types o~ fertilizer and manures , you do increase 

the nitrates but you increase the phosphates very little. When 

you plough a crop bacR, th~ bulk of the chemical is the nit rate 

end rather than t he phosphate end , end the tVio are absolutely es-

sentie.l. 

Q Isn ' t the nitrate supply almost inexhaustible by reason of the power 

plant s? 

THE PRESIDENT: We are not troubled by the nitrate supply. You can 

always bri ng the ni tre.te f actor in the l and back by ploughing 

crops under . 

Q Can you t ell us what the reconunendati ons are? 

Tl::IE PRJ<.:SI DF.Nl': The reconunendation is that the Congress appoint a Joint 

Cornl:littee t o n:ake an inunediat e study and report back , \'!ith recom-

mendations on poli cy , EO t t he next session. 

Q. Do you care to rualce any observations on the ~rimary results in Penn-

sylvania? 

THE PRESID]NT : No . I took no part in it . I am t aking no part in the 

Oregon Primary . That i s all there is. 

0. \\e notice that Mr . John L. Lewi s i s to be yow· luncheon guest today. 

Is that in connection with Pennsylvania? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t think so ; I think it is on ethel· 1nv.tters. 

Q. Have you made e suggestion t o the Munitions Board that t hey might 

reconsider the sale of heli~? 

THE PR!SIDB~ : Claude (Mahoney) , the thing is under study. That is 

as far as I can go at this time . 

4 



Q Se cretary HUll keeps r eterr ing us back t o you. 

THE PRESIDEm': \lie are still talking about it. 

460 -- 4 

Q Would you care to endorse the candi dates nominated in Pennsylvania 

by the Democrati c Party? 

THE PRESIDENT : Didn' t I send a telegram yesterday? I thi nk it was 

given out, e i ther up there or here . 

Q Yes , it was . 

Q. Do you desire the el e ction of a Democratic governor in Minnesota 

this year? (Laughter) 

THE PRE.SIDEm': Do you know , if I answered that question they would 

ask me somethi.ng about a Democratic governor in every other s t a t e 

i n the Union . 

'I. Don ' t you f avor the el ection of a Democra tic governor? 

THE PRESI DENT : I don ' t think I 8.1.1 makinc eny allllouncement about who 

I favor a t t hi s t ints, .one way or the otber . 

Q ftir. Pres i dent, uo you favor t he Senate Banking Committee ' s proposal 

t hat l oans be wi thhel d from railroed s th2t have reduced pay? 

THE PID SIDEl~"T : I am not in i t e t the p::.-es ent time . J esse Jones is 

talking t o bot h t he Senate and House Committees about it . I do 

not know \':bat t he pr esent s t a t us is. 

Q Have you any COITUilent on t he sale to iCnoxville of t he Tennessee Publi c 

Service Company ' s property? 

Tim PHESID~'l': No , the only comment I could make v:ould be a somewhat 

caust i c one so I won ' t rr.ake it . (Laughter) 

Q ~ill this be your last message to the Congress? 

THE PlliSIDEl\'1': Heavens , I don ' t know. 

Q Mr. President, your Uaval Aid e , I think , leaves you at the end of 
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this month . Have you selected another one? 

THE PRESIDENI': Not yet . 

Q This Minnesota question raises another one that has been speculated 

over quite a bit by political writers over the last year. Do you 

anti cipate that t here will be a strong political party in 1940, 

or do you think we will remain on a two- party basis? 

THE PRF.SIDEl•l'l': I am no prophet ; sorry. (Laughter) 

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr . President . 

. . 
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MR. OONALDSON: All in. 

THF PRESIDENT: Steve t ells me there isn ' t any news at all in the 

~~ite House or in ~ashington , except the news from Dublin. 

(Referring to Secretary Ickes ' marri age abroad . ) 

Q Is that all he told you? 

THE PRESIDENT: Pretty good , wasn ' t it? That was, clever. 

Q What is the rest of it? 

Q Can you tell us anything ebout the Baltimore mail line situation? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , except what you know already . Apparently, l9gelly, 

we cannot ~o ahead with additional subsidies t o that line . I t is 

losin.:, money a t f;he rate of -- I don ' t know what ~ 40 , 000 . ())" 

t\50 , 000. dollars a month. There doesn ' t seem t o be anything t o 

do about it except what the Shippinr, Board i s planning and that 

is t o substitute small£-r , somewhat slO\•;er shi~s so as to ma intain 

the ser-..- i ::a out 0f the Cheo3.peake. 

-i Mr. President, I think you have heel for some weeks now a report by 

the Fel!Pral T1·•,de Co~nmission on livine co~;ts . Any ranson why thnt 

should not be relessed? 

THE PRESID.U"JT : Have I , Steve? 

W~. EAHLY : Yes , you have. 

THE PRESID~fr : , I don't know ; I will have to find out . 

~ Mr . Presi dent , can you t ell us anythin£ about your conference today 

with Mr. Lilienthal? 

TUE P.I\ESI ;)ENl': No ; we talked about t he general work of t!1e TVJ'l , t he 
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\ Knoxville agr eement that you all know about . There is nothing 

new. 
• 

Q Mr. President , di1 the visi t today of Y~. Stern , the Phi ladel phia 

publisher , have any r elat ion to the Pennsylvania pol i t i cal situs-

t i on? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, it did not . 

Q Have you any further engagement , or any other engagement in relation 

to that· situation? 

THE PRESIDENT : No . 

Q Mr • .President , did i.ir. Secretary ~icintyre 1 s conference with Dave 

Lawrence o:f last Friday .:ive any i.ndicetion that Dante ' s Inferno 

was calmin~ down or that peace might be in sight? 

- THE PRF.SIDEiYI' : I don ' t know ; you vrill hHve to ask Mac . 

q, Did you have a report on the Supreme Court ' s decision on the' state 

taxation cases? 

THE PRESIDE..'\'1': I think it is in my mail because I ?;enerally get ere-

port from the Attorney General. I have not reed it yet. 

~ Anythi ng on the Tax Bill? 

TEE PRL:SIDENT : Hot yet. 

Q Mr . President, e r e you likely -to nemP. a t hird member of the TV!I. be-

fore the close of this session? 

TH'C: P?.RSIIJ&'lT: I il~ven ' t t houzht of it one way O!' t ile other. 
I 

Q Under the authorization 1'::>r a Nav~1l increase, I noti ce you have re-

quested funds for dirigible construction, amone others. Have there 

been any :further studies or edditionRl information which will change 

the opinion as to t he merit or worth of them in combs~? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not hing further, no further studies but there are goine 
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to be along somewhat different l ines. 

~ Can you elaborate on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, it is a military secret . 
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~ Have you decided against full Federal f~cing . ot flood reservoirs 

at this time? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is still under discussion up at t he House and 

Senate and down here. I t is still being talked about and no 

decision reached . 

Q Wbo i s goin~ to make the study of dirigibles, the Navy? 

THl.l: PRESIDENT: I sm . 

~ I s an amendment t o the new Recovery Bill relating to financing by 

PWA of power plant s acceptable t :> you? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t know anythi nG obout it . 

Q. There waa a.n amendJllent t hat PV.A could not loan in compet ition with 

exist!~ plants and then Sen~tor Barkley offered a compromise to 

t hat ? 

T.flli PP.ESIDENT: I don ' t know v1het.:.er rou are up to date on that . You 

had better check on it u1' •':i i.:~-~ J!i-1 .1 . The sit\:ation changes 

ev ery threE~ r .. in\:tes . 

lot In thet aame bill it i s proposed to pr ovice for t he payment of 

$212 , 000 ,000 . for parity payments? 

TFIF PPJ.Silll'm : The,. only ti JJ I con give you is to reHci t he st~.tement 

I made when I s i gneci the Farm Bill. See the l ast paro,::ntpb of it.. 

tt You would have tt> vet o the entiN' bill in the.t case? 

THE PID.SIDE:NT: Read thE' st!'ten•ent , t.lle lest pe.rflt:raph , Y•hen I SiClnecl 

t he Ferm Bill . 

0 Is there enythine in t he Gennan-Czechoslovaki~n si tuet i on t hat cells 
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t or comment on the part ot t hi s Government? 

THE PRl"SI DENT : You will have t o ask t he Secr etary of State . 

li Se cretary Early t ol d us this morni ng t hat you are going on the air 

with your s peech Frida y atte1~oon at Art hurdale . Can you g ive us 

any a dvance dope? 

THE PRESI DENT : I have no idea what I am going to t alk about , really . 

Q Are you goi ng t o make a speech at the Naval Academy on the second? 

THE PRE:SIDEl-JT: Yes; t.ho same idea -- I hav e no idea what I am ~oing 

to talk about . 

Q, The Senate proposes to provic~e ~26 ,000 , 000 . tc begin anti- aircraft 

defenses on t his coast . Are you in favor? 

THE PRESIDENT: I did not know. 

Q, i:ould you be in favor of it? 
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T& PRii:I~ID.ENT: I don ' t know . They tn•a talkinl:'. over· ty,o or three i t ams . 

I thi nk they total ~ 4~000 , 000 . 

Q Yes , that is rieht . 

THF PR1.'SH:.C1\T : The.t i~ under discussion bE'ttv,e en them and th P. Budret 

at the present time • 

.J. \\hat , l:'ir , is t he occasion fo r t he Friday afternoon speech , if any? 

TH! PRJ:.~IDENr: Givir:~ d iplnmes t o the hif h school p,rAclut't~s a t Art hur­

dale . 

0 ~r . Presicent , bavP you select~o e successor !'or ur . B11nes , 1·:ho ..-as 

l eav 11.e; the Secur11.1 e:: and F.xc;hauge to go wi tl1 the Treasury? 

THF' PRESI!ll''tvl' : I probvbly v1ont t t hink 11bout it ·untj J t oward the end 

of June b~ceuse he 1~ not leevin~ the oecurities eno LXChange 

Conuni !':Sion until the first of July when h i s present 1·;ork: is 

.fini shed . 
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Q Have you selected an Ambassador to Moscow to succeed Joe Davies? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. ~nen does Joe leave there, the end ot this 

month? 

Q Yes, I think at the end ot June. 

THF: PRESIDENT: Yes . 

lf.R. STORM: Thank you, Mr. President. 

) 
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