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THE PID!.'BIDENT: \'.'hy don ' t you !'O out and look for the Daisy Chain? 

Q We have given it serious consiC.eration one or two times, 

THE PRESID~~: You know, you have never played the Vassar end. And 

it is good all throueh the summer because they have a summer 

school. 

~ Didn ' t you make a speech to the summer ~chool one time? 

THE' PRESIDE.NT: ThA~{ hev e a summer school on euthenics . 

Nt..R . DONALDSON: All in. 

TH'Ji! PRZSTDlo.:NT : Excuse t he h i b.ri ty in the front row. We are talking 

ahout Vassc:. r College. It is all right. ~:r , Storm i!" soliloquiz-

inr. on Vass?r Co lleg e. (Lau~hter) That i s off t he r e cord. 

0 ( ~r. 3torrr.) God, I hope so . 

TH1!, PRESIDJ!JIIT : I d <'n ' t think there i s an~! news a t all toc'11:1y, which· 

is gr Anrl . 

~ Mr . Presinent, c1:1n you add enythinr: more to wilat Senator Berkley 

Sliio toiia~' about consic.eretion of the Reorganization Bill? 

•rm. PRl',.,">IJJJi:NT: No, not.hinP' morP t han thRy told you when they went 

out t~is ~;orninr . 

4. He Sfli n t her e wouln be o stwt•ement tomorrow, very <iefini tely. 

THl\. PR£SIIIDVr : So I underf't.and . 

~ \\ill t ba t. come from you, ::1 r, or u p the Hill? 

'I'HF PRESIDI!Nr: Up the ~ill. 

\i From whom up the Hill? 

n!E: PRESIDH~T : I don ' t know • 

. · 
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Q 'ftere you consulted with r espect to the statement made by Harry 

Hopkins last ..-eek on the Iowa Primary? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I was not . Now, look, here i s the trouble : You 

ask me a questi on like that and it is j ust like the candidate 

himself who has heard his opponent say something about the Admin-

' 
istration being for him Eln \1 demands to knov: of the White Hou~e 

whether the s t aterr.ent was correct . If I say , "Yes ," -- if the 

White House says, "Yes , " or Steve says, "Yes , " it is pr omptly 

int erpreted a~ bein~ i n fAvor of onA candidat£> . If thf' \l"hite 

iil)use says , "No , " 1t is promptly 1nterpr£>ted as l;ieinp, in favor 

of the other candida t.~ . In other v•orrl s , . . it iP. on~? of those ques-

tions , AS you re11lize, th".t if· I sa:.· , "Yes ," or "No ," it will be 

construed one v:a)' 0r thr ot!'>er P•!' ~ol1 tical <~r!VI'Intar,e in a 

Primet;,'. .'io, .. , as e met. ter ol: fRet , I will t:i ve you the answer 

off thP reco;:o<l, out I hev~-' 1wt to strAss t hat it 1 s off th"' record . 

J did not know 8 tbiDP , hut SUppose ','t)U print .that , v:hnt will 

happen? One cF.tndi·-:at•J v1ilJ ::ri'Ti1pt~y sny thnt the Clther cann i date 

nns not !'Ot thP. !:'n •1nr~C'Ii1f.lTI t of' the Adn.ini strAtion . You see how 

perfactly irr-~ossi'tl"' it i ~ . :Jov: , hereafter I :Jm not I"Oinp to 

an~;v:er •1U!'st'l c·ns of th~t ktr.tl either frflrr< CAnnitllltE>r or from the 

~ ~RY I ask this one ot her qu~Rt1 cn? 

'rtfr PR:SIDJt.L>.'r : Yes . 

,, You 1'\ r e favoring neither cenr1 i.date·? 

TH'l- PiUSID'i!J~T : I am tekiD(' tbEl Sam'i' ;')OSitifiD there t Mt 1 heve taten 

in t he previous l"ri rr.ar1N• . 1·!o,··, tnut 1:> :!ll 1 (lm e-oine to say . 

(LnuPhter) 
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Q Yr. President, .I ~derstand that Victor Anderson, who is Di s trict 

Attorney in St . Peul , i s now one of the dozen Democratic candi-

dates in Minnesota . V.by ere you objecting to the removal of rc \.,"' ~~+"a~ 
Victor Crisgeau as ~PA Administrator? 

T~ PRESIDENT: I don't know anything about it at all , not the faintest 

i dea . 

~ Senator Harrison says tha t you were misinformed about those taxes 

in your speech at Arthurdale . Anything you can say about it? 

THE PRESI J::EtlT : No , because I t hink fi r st of all I would hev~ to read 

Senator P.arrison ' s speech, which i s on my desk a t the Ylhi t~ l:iouse 

i n t he Cou~Zress'ionul Hccor :l of SAturday . 

:~ 11ir. Pras ittent, hs.ve you hsd a report f r om the Depsrtrnen t of Justice ... 

on tJHl Supreme ~ourt ~ecision in the tax exempt case? Can you 

tell us whether it comes in line v·ith your tax exempt idees? 

'fHF' pq;.siDE1?1' : Yes; 1 hsva jus t hso ::; !"eport th'lt came in htst week . 

I have not got it hHr• . It is on~ of those thin~~ thst 1 would 

hfit'!! t o tall< Hbout cnS\1'-l.lly . Tt is in the Attorney Cener!il' S r e-

port on cases . 

i 1\'i ll you t.<tlk about it sonet irne? 
, 

Tii.:. pqr.:.IJEN'I': ~o , I don ' t believe so . 

~ I think it is a little early to ask you , sir , but you s igned a bill 

t oday e1 ving the Listrict of Colwnbia four more ju:lges . !-!.ave you 

had time, s ir , t o c ")nsider anybo<'y? 

'riD' PRrS!l.lEN'r : :~o . The reoe>mmcnd"'ti <ms stP..rted comi.n.~ in -- when wP.s 

it? -- about a year a~o and that list hes been constan tly ~dded 

t o unt il, \':i th the accr etions . it now amounts t o about 220 names 

for the four posts . 
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Q Mr. President, there have been stories that the White Bouse bee been 

asked f or support , by backing the Florida Ship Canal , for this bill 

up in Congress to reauthorize that project . 

THR PRESIDENT: There have been r equests, pro and con, for the lastJ{wo · 

years . Thera isn ' t any news on it at ~11 . Nothing h~s been done 

one way or t he other. It is left strictly to the Congress . 

t;t .<tre you roin.~:~ t o do anything more at Anilapol"i s other than c'leli ver 

t he spegch? Are you eoin~ to pass out the dipl0m9s? 

THt. PRESIDr~T: Ye~ , 1 think ~o . 

~ 11111 there b" A.n Rdvance on the speech? 

'PHE PRl!..':iim.~.T : I doubt it. 

l1d1 . EA.rtLY : No , sir . 

,, . Ju.::t '9 short one? 

Tl~. P~~~IDENT : Nothinc 0f nntionnl im?o~tn~cP in the speech except 

the f>:~ct tlJAt th ose y0un<· men ere :;rP.du~tin::r And thAt is of r.a-

' 

·t ts vour poss iblP trip to Sou t h 1\meri cfl a ii<1 th E- \';est Coast any .rnore 

jefinit:? 

Tru. f'Ri.5I DUT: There has n!"ver b"lcn an)'1;1lin>r clefini Le , ~speciAlly t ae 

Souti ilm<>ri cnu en•l of it . 

'< no\': <ib~ut the WP.:;t Co:Jst? 

THt PRESruENT: It is just one of t hose thin~s . I don ' t know yet . I 

v;ould like to, very much, q,ncl i r I co go , t wouln p.o 1::1 eorly July. 

, I n early July? 
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THE PRESI DENT: It I do go , I will go in early J uly ond oo•e baok 

through the Canel, · but the thing has not been arranged, even as 

t o the t ime t able . 

~ Do you hope to go to Campobello lat er in t he s ummer? 

THF. PRESI DENT: I don ' t t hink t her e i s a chance. 

li HavP. you decided •.vhether you will accept Senator Bulk1 Ry 1 s in vita-

t ion to tslk in tb~ WuskinguM Conservance D1$trict the day a fter 

Mer1 ettll."? 

THF PRJ-:SIDclfl' : !dec (Mr . Mcinty-re) is no:•: wor kinr ')n t nP. ti 'llP, table s 

t o se~ if I c~n clo them bot~ j n one day . If I cannot do bot h in 

one day , t ?11ll hAve t o r.i V fl up :,Juski nr,wn. 

~ Is your Swedish trip on, sir ; the Swedish celebr ation? 

'r 'fE P"1hHliJ.:J,'J': Yes , t~E' t:~enty- sevf'nth . 

!, Of June'? 

Tll:i; i?~t.SIDL\'T : Yes . 

\, Gr,n you tnll t:s P.n.vtni n» <.~bout nc-v: appointm·~nts"? Tber"" nr"' A l ot 

of vac'lncies , thf' ~~ •. -:. r, . ~:-~ ~ thn Bo!:!rrl ' >f 'J'11x Apf)eo:!ls? 
' 

a r e r:oin.- up tomorrow . No1hinco vr>r•y i mport 'lnt vf't , 

.,~ i\ot l . G. C. ~Jr S. J~ . r~ . 1n t hose? 

i sterin,:· rel i~f func~> w::>ul •• b<: elimin·~tect ~' rom eniiorsinF politi -

c<1 l CP.n1itta t es? 

Tl·r• P. 1 " ~!JJ·c·um .. I d 1 t ...._ i ~ ~ Col'! on "uQ\~ r. . 

~ It virt•1Ally ,xtendr. the same r;ort of ban thot nov· exis t s in Ci v il 

Ser vice . 

. · .. 



THE PRESIDENT: I haven't seen it at all. Has it passed? 

Q No, sir. 

MR . YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President. 

• 
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Executive Offices of the White House , 
June 3, 1938, 10. 50 A.M. 

MR. DONALDSON : All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: Last night I approved another fifty- seven million 

of Federal loans for slum clearance for the U. s. Housi ng 

Authority , eight cities, Allentovm, Pennsylvania, Baltimore, 

Birmingham, Buffalo , Clevel~nd, Columbus , Detroit and Pitts-

burgh . 

The room rent per month will run frore ~3 .75 to e4 .25. 

So far , today , we have ea~arked funds in different cit i es, 

i ncluding a great oany small cities , to the extent of 

~357 , 000,000., and loan contr acts that have been approved 

out of that sum are ~111,000 , 000. 

t.ir . Straus told me last night that as far as we can guess 

there will be about ::-,;50, 000 , 000 . a month more coming e.long 

now pretty s teadily through the balance of the year . 

~ For hoVI long a period i s that? Is it since the Housine Adminis-

tration has been in office? 

THE H'.~D>El\""1': Yes , these are all new . 

I don ' t think I have got anyt hi ng else. 

~ Y.r . President, there i s a story in the morn ing papers that you 

have nSir.ed a corr.mi t tee , headed by Gerard Swope , to study the 

British Trade Union /,ct witt: referenc'e t o the t!s.tional Labor 

Reletions 3oard. · 

THE PRJ!.SIDN~T: I regret thfJ.t thut story cante out bec!j.use it is 

essentially cockeyed. (Laughter) I mean it is all wrong . 

444' 
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The t act is that there is a group either going to be on the 

other side or going abroad tor it this summer who will study 

t he British labor Reletions Act . 

The trouble with the story i s that it relates it to ' the 

National Labor Relations Act , which i s not true. The real 

reason for it is this, t hat there has been a great deal of 

misir1orma~ion in this country i n regard to what the British 

methods are . There have been all kinds of per fectly crazy , 

wild state!l)ents that have been meee about the British proce­

dure , and I thoue.ht 1 t would be just as well , and for the 

benefit of the l're:>s , to get a s tatement as to what the 

Br itish system is. So I am doine this out of the kindness 

of my heart to g et some reel facts for ~ll of you people, and 

not so mucb for you people but e specially for editorial v~iters 

end columnists ond peopl e like that . So t hese people are £Oing 

over ana &re goin~: to study the t hi ng and r. ive us e. very clear, 

!>1mple, "worC.s-of-one- syllable" staten:ent as to what the British 

procedure i s . 

~ Is t hi s t o be purely education~!? 

':' rei!: PH h.SII.EliT: .Educ~ t ion~l. 

~ Does th~t staterr.ent mean you are not going to favor ~ending the 

·::agner ilct c.t any ti.Ir.e? 

TID. PHES!tENT: llo rele~tionship. It has not hill€ to do ·!11th it. 

Thut is whut happened tbis rnorni llb · Steve C!1De in and said, 

"This study will be a cor:;.parative study?" I said, "t~o . It 

i~ for educational purposes as to wte t tte ~ritish system is." 

~ Has no relation to ame~dments? 

44 



463 -- 3 

THE PRESIDEl\TT: No, sir; none at all. 

Q Are you satisfied with . the Labor Act , the National --

THE PRESIDENT : (interposing) I ·would have to repeat what I said 

before, that the whole subject of labor relations is an evolu­

tionary one. We are way behind Oreat Britain, shall I say, on 

the progress of evolution? V/e have a great deal to learn from 

the past expe rience of other countries . 

Q Can comi'arisons be avoi ded then? 

THE PR;•:SID:U:T: After the report is m&de, you will have someth ing to 

make a compari son on, but you haven ' t now. 

Q C1.1n you tell us who wi 11 be in this g roup? 

T.i-'...1!: PHES II:ENT : I connot t ell you )'et because the list is not complete. 

Probabl y seven or eight di fferen t people. 

Q Some of t hem labor l ee.ders" 

TJ:ii·; ?RESI DENT : Oh , yes . 

Q .:.Od employers? 

THE PRES !li E: iT : Yes . Ther e will be r eally three groups , l1.1bor people 

a nd employers and some Governo~n~ peopl e . 

'i 'i/hat cate6ory does Lloyd Garri son fall in? 

THE PRESIDE!';T : '.'/ell , Government, I suppose . 

~ \'/hen you were spea kin{5 to I::r . Str~:>us le.st ni ght with respect to· 

t h i s !l'.oney , di d you t~ke up any of those local projects in ··:a sh­

ington? 

TP.'~: PR!:.:SI DE!'-1"'1': !.:o, ·,:ash inE;to n 1 sn' t or. t hi s list . 

Q ~·i e were told spechtlly today t hat you v:ere go in;; to hav e s omethinp 

to say a bout \iash ington. 

THL PRBSIDE~T : It i s not in here 1.1t all so I ca nnot t ell you about it. 

446 
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Q Is there someth i ng to be given out here on that l i st? 

THE PRESIDEt~: You had better go to Nathan (Straus) about it. He 

has the complete details. I have some here but they are mostly 

figure.s . 

Q The Brit ish Labor Disputes Commission report -- will it go to you 

or to Congress? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don 't know. I t hink that will be completely imma -

ter1al. 

~ 'liill you tell us whose iC.ea it was? 

Tilli PHZSlliENT: t :ine. 

~ 'i: ill they make a study in any other country? 

TID.: PRESIDENT : No. 

~ :.;r . Gr:.rri~on anC. t.:r . Swope were namec in this stor y . 11eve t hey 

been chosen? 
• 

'fill!. PEi::SIL.EN'i' : I rettlly do not la:lo\, , I hc.ve not r ot the list. I 

would t e ll you i f I had tlle list. 

,,_ /Ad you see Speaker .Dankheud this morning? 

1':-:S Pt~SIE}~l':T: Yes. 

~ Can you tell us c.nythin[ a bout it? 

'ri!I:: ?,RESllJEN'l' : No; it was e per sonal l".fttter . 

Q. !::r . President, t he 1·1orks Progr ess ;,dministrc. tor i n iCinne.sota. has 

been rer.1oved !ind asserts that only you can rerr.ove hirr.. Ce.n you 

commemt on where t he pol'.-er of rer::ov&l i n the case of a state 

\fPri administrator resides, or v1ill you se.y whether you will 
C'C hv i')t ~1.1.) 

remove hr. Crisgeau? 

THE PRESID::!;>r : I don't know. I never thought of it. Vfha t :rou tell 

me .is news to me . I d i d not knov1, except in the hP.adl1nes , that 
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he had been r emoved . I would have to ask the Attorney Gener a l 

and a lot of people what the powers are . 

Q. It hit the Senate floor in a big way last night . 

THE PRESID~~ : Did it? 

Q. I hate to br ing t his up again, but was there any d i scussion of 

the Passamaquoddy Power Project in r elation to t he St . ·Lawrence 

Ba sin l.!essage? 

TEE PHFSIDENT : No. There may hav e been at t he Stat e Department; 

there was not over he rt:') , 

<i !l:r . Hull said not. 

Q If we may presUI:le to pry into per sone.l tr£<tters , did the discussion 

with Speaker EanY.heed rel ut e to t hE:J adjourilr.lent of Congress? 

Tin. J'hl~.:-IL:M;'l.' : : ro . If you v,unt to knovt, off the record, the Speaker 

came in here o nd :;a id h6v1 ~.;.\\ fully sorry he was thut he cou ld not 

e;o down t he river this v;eek enC. becc.use b e wanted to c o down an<' 

see poor old J a cY. Cochr an, who lost h i s wi fe . 

:.i 1:h0!'1 are you takiDE d own the r iver? 

TEL P~:.L.:iiL§T: Just t lie f'w:;ily • 

~ Le!!vin!i tomorrow? 

TE.i~ P?.L::>I JE..tT : Go over to .: .. nnul'olis h t l . f C o ' cloc'- t-J nC. get 'Ja ck 

::>und!ly ufternoon. ::>!:lt.e ol <l trip . 

· ·~'-' . YC.:t;l·:~ : ':hcnk you, ; . .r. }-re~ i C ent . 
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Erecutive Offi ces of the White House, 
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MR . DONALDSON: All in . 

' 

Tm! PRESIDENT: There are a couple of matteJ•s tnet I wanted t o mention . 

It has dev eloped -- it i s a n ol~ pr ecti ce but it hes started up 

agsin -- tha t in these applications fo r P\'1A funds q lot of rnuni­
'\::::.-

cipal1tiP!'l , counties , anrl so fort h on~ so on , a:rt' told erroneously 

t hat it i$ a fOOd thine t o do t o hire a lRwyer down here Ol' send 

a la·wyer doYm here 115 l'l u1'! 11l ,..,.:;>re:<ent~ttive t o secure allotment ll 

of public fun"ls f or t h~i l' pr o,ie(' t H, I v;~u] rl he very tzrHteful if 

you would all carry irt some WAY the thou~ht th ~· t t ha t thir.f i $ 

not nece ssary , complet ely unnect>ss•·r:1 ~xpenRe , but t ne t e<·tw1lly 

where l awyers are hired t o do t iJat , \\ilere the ntunici pality can do 

it directly j ust es well, t here is e ~etursl t endency on the part 

of Government t o look s bit eskA.ne:e at it . Tl1ey t·:e t 1r:ucb mor e 

fevore.bl~ -- t hey crent e a r.:urh r ·o rP f>~VOr::JblA ill ;1:-essi on 1 f t lley 

cone (l irect wi t hout l:irinl' n l &wyer, ~o if vcu ~en i L choic·e ter1:.:-. 

expresl' t.hnt thourht be t ter t hqn I hAvr, I thint: it ;·:ou l c! ba a 

rood ti1i nr . 

ThE' othe1· thin:- relc +o ~· t n ~ questivl• t hnt I 'l 'lV" :>w f!·oro1 , 

I suppose , e uozt:n ci iffp,rpnt sour ces ; I ""n 1 t r<no·." v. "l et:&.· o r not 

any of you p~ople hR Vf hnd 4UE'l'it s on it . It i ~ th i ~ ~usiness o ·· 

actively or poss:l vely i n l'PVl\l uti ~ns c. ~<e in;,t e::d ~· tiiJ.P. f'Over!1IIu;>n t.:. 

in different l•'ll't~ or thf' -.,·orlc: , flying ~·l·.ues t o a id r evolution-

ist s , hil'iu~ out tlla1r s ervi ces !'I t' pilot~> or rr.crhan1cs to Aid 
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reToluti onists. Well, of course you cannot arrest a man who tries 

t o do it, but a gr eat many of t hese people, pilots especially, 

ere lice.nsed by t he Government of the United St ates. They have 

l i censes or commi Rsions from the Federal Government and it is con-

trary to American poiity for American citizens t o £0 end t ake part 

i n revolutions in e~ i sting governments anywhere i n the world . And 

if this thing i n the future -- I am not referring t o any specifi c 

case -- if thi s thing shoulc become more active in the future than 

it has been in the pest, we propose t o do everything we can , es a 

government , t o take their licenses or commissions away !'rom them . 

That is about all ~e can do to then•, but t hey ought to have noti ce 

served on them that thP.t is what is poinF" to happen to tllem. 

Q noes that ayply to men fi~hting, ~.r . Pre~icent, on thP side of an 

accredited goverru11ent? 

THE PRESID~fr: Normally speakine , no . 

q, You mean just ll revoh1ticn? rlow l:lbout forPi&:::n "mrs? 

TH~ PP.ESilll''I'l_, : I a!!l not t~lkinr ~:~bcut tlle.t subject; 1 em telkin~ E>bout 

this rP.volutionery busint>S!" . It 1~ an entirely different subject; 

you run into Neutrality Acts and thi ngs like that . 

Q Do you r egard the Spanish l•.ar as A revolution? 

TiiE Pllli5 Iiir.i'IT : Ch , I don ' t lmov: ; ti"t8t has been chE~r::.cterized already . 

It is 2 \'lar :-nd of course it is e revolution . 

Q Is the civil 'l:ar a revolution , Mr . Presicent ? (Laul'hter) 

THE PRE~HIJEt-:T : Yes . ~ometintes they call i t a wnr between the sta tes . 

~ Yes , t hat is what I was thinkin~ About . 

THE PRESIDFl\'T: Sometimes t her call it "the lete unpleasantness . " 

There are lots of names for it . Use your imagination and look 



• 

464 -- 3 

into the history book . 

Q Anything ·on the I owa Primary? 

T~ PRESI DENT: Perfect l y good carrying out of a perfect ly good system 

of par ty government . 

Q Mr. Presi dent , do you expect t o send a letter to Senator Gillett e 

as you did in the case of Governor 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I will undoubtedly see hi m; he will be 

back in twenty- four hours and undoubtedly he will come down to 

see me . 

Q Now that the Iowa Primary is over , do you carP to state whether you 

think it is proper or corr ect for a vtPA offi.cial t.o take a stand 

in that test? 

Tl-D?. PRl:.SICF~'T : If I hati beera born and brought up and gone to <;ollege 

in Iowa , I woulil have felt absolutely at liberty to express my 

opinion as to v;~at was goinp on in a Primery in whet was my home 

state . You will Ellso note what Mr . Hopkins said - - it is on the 

ti cket -- ehout the 1nfhaPncinf, of v.PA votes and I think everybody 

in this room shoulr. know that . 'l'h<:!re is a r,ooc deol of smoke goi nl!, 

on around here, which i s based o~ nevP.r rr·inn , I won ' t character-

i ze it, you blow whn t it is it i l'< based on a desire to write a 

• 

story on a certain ·line Hr.n the stories are ~~itten on certa in lines 

t o plec.se the editor -- the OI'.'Der , I rrean . I always differentiate . 

Q You have, ~ir, a good .mP.ny jud~eship vec~ncjes , I believe , under this 

new bill , Mr . Prflsi dent . Can you tell UE •nhethar you will adhere 

t o rules you l a i d clo\'m some timE:>. ago thet they would be filled by 

men under sixty years of ege? 

'l'HF. PRh'SI DENT : So far as I knoVI , I know of no exceptions t o that rule • 
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I think the rule , Fred (Essary) , has been viol ated twi ce. I think 

t?li ce· I have appointed people who were s ixty- eight or sixty-nine 

years old. 

Q Were they promotions? 

THE PRFSIDENT: They were promoti ons , promotions with the understand­

ing - - not the underst and ing but the statement on the part of the 

man promoted that he expected to retire when he was seventy and I 

think they have done it. That we s a promotional ceee, though . 

And on this quest i on of judges , just t o forestall rr.ore queries , 

in the course of the next week I t hink I have about twenty- four 

different places to fill and it is physi ca.J.).y i mpossible to make 

all tl.!e necessary checks . You see , the bill wos only signed about 

f ive days ago . I cennot ~ossibly send those names or a majority 

of them t o the Senate , i f t he Con~ress adjourns within the next ten 

days so I am a little bit in e quandar y. I have t o do pretty care­

ful checkiDF. and so wnat I hope - - althoup.b it i s not necessary at 

all is that I may be given th e same right th11t was given , I 

think, in 1933 when there were a lot of new pl aces created so that 

~-if I fill t he vacancy , the new place , after adjournment of t he Con­

gress , they would dre.w pay until such tiice as their nominations h&d 

been acted on at the ne:<t sessi<'n ~o t !lat , f oi· e:mmpl P. , in a number 

of these judgeships , wh~re I ~oulr\ not complete my studies beforP. 

the Senate adjourned , I could then go ahead end appoint sometime 

durinr;; the summer and they could dr~w pay up until their nwnes 

were acted on at the next session of Congress . 

Q Di d you ever get the lAw point cleared up that for the vacancies, 

not new offi ces but vacancies , you can me.ke r ecess appointments? 
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THE PRESIDENT: I can make r e cess appoi nt ment s but they do not draw 

pay. 

Q. They are taking a chance? 

THE PRESIDENT: They are taking a chance . 

Q. You have a number of other appointments that occurred during this 

session? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q Eave you any of those? 

THE PRESIDENT: I sent up four or five today. 

Q Is the Comptroller appointment reedy yet, Mr. President? 

THE PRESID.El\'T: .Not yet . 

Q. Have you heard anything from the Attorney General of' t he investiga-

tion of the possib1lity of prosecut ing Frank Hague? 

THE PRESIDENT: I finn the Attorney General is away . J oe Keenan is 

here. (Mr. Keenan was sitting i n back of t he President) I will 

ask hilT. aft er you all s o out . (LFt~hter) 

Q Do you cont empll'lte fillint, t hfl vncancy in th e Comptroller General 

post? 

THF .PRESIDENT: Not at this time . 

0. Mr. President , I believe t he Bureau of t he Budget calculates that 

four and a half million dollars is a proper fi curs for edministra-
. ~~, . ' 

...,. ,.. ' J f . l 

tion of the United States Housi::~.g· Adir.inistration. I understand 

that Congress hos cut th~ t i n hal f . I s tilere any way of g iving 

that back to the U. S, P,A.? 

THE PRESIDJ!,'1'T : That i s a new one on me; I don ' t lmow. I was talking 

to Danny Bell today and he never mentioned it. 

Q Out of that twenty- four judges t here are four, I think, within t he 



eonrtnea or the District or Columbia? 

THE PRESID~~: Four new ones; one is to the Circuit Court of Appeals 

and three Distri ct judges. 

Q Would you consider that a local appointment or one beyond the eon­

fines of the District of Columbia? We have a lot of lawyers that 

would like t hat . {Laughter) 

THE PRESIDEt~: This is going to be an awful shock t o you but I have 

t o tell you quite f rankly t hat t he District of Columbi a is the 

National Capital and l awyers from any state or t erritory of the 

United States ar~ eligible for posts here . 

Q Yoa, sir ; they are here now . (Laughter) A lot of them Are lobby-

ing and you mir.ht RS well give them a job on the Bench . (Laughter ) 

THE PFESIDENT: That is not a bad i dea . {Laughter) 

Q Are you consideri ng a woman for one of t he ~istri ct judgeships? 

THE PRESIDENT: · I think there are two hundred and twenty applications 

filed so far end I have not segregated t hem 1n accordance with 

sex so I cannot answer your q_uestion . (Laue;hter) 

Q I had one 1n mind. (Lauehter) 

:m. YOUNG : Thank you, !.lr. President . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Press Conference #465 , 
Executive Offices of t he Ylhite House, 
June 10, 1938, 10.50 A.M. 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: There i s just one little thine that is rather unusual 
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in Governlllent. The Special ll~exican Glaims Commission was appointed 

three years ago in August of 1935, to hear ~nd determine the various 

claims of Americans against Mexico, most of the claims arising out 

of the former revolutions in ~iexico. Tb:e Commission was given 

tilree years to ma.ke their final <lete.r1nination anG report ~and the 

three years ar-3 not up until August thirty-first. '!'bey have there-

fore completed tueir work two and one- half months ahead of time , 

and on the fifteenth- of June, fiv €1 days from now, I s i c-;n .!'Ill Execu-

tive Order that termin'i'.tes all of t heir duties a nd t.ney go out of 

existence . The whole thinr, is nll settled . They Vlill have actu-

a lly pain into toe Treusury, .:m account ot· these claims b~r 'V:exi eo, 

more than two millio:1 cioll~us amt , unuer tile terms of tile agree-

ruent, payments v;ill continue and thP. amount in !:ta.nd , two million 

uollarr,, will , I think , l:>e used irr.media tely to pay a percentage 

on the awards . It i~ a v~ry satisfactory t e rmination of this (;oJn-

> 
mission ' s work . 

~ rlave you the t·:>tol, cir? 

THE PlffiBIDENT : It is e sort of R reeorJ. for o commission to be ap-

pointed, toln to report 1~ithin a g iven nuruber of years , end to 

fini sh the ir work well ahead oi' time and be thanked and discharr;ea. 

~ What is the total ? You mention two million dollars now l'l.nd wore t o 

come. 



THE PRESIDENr: I dontt know. 

~ BaTe you ordered Vict or Christgau to res i gn as ~PA Administ rator 

tor ~inne.sota? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q Followi ng your t a lk yester day with Jesse Jones , there are rumors 

or thoughts about that you might send sor,te sort of a railroad 

message to Congress? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not contemplate it. I said all I could say in 

one message , 

Q, Mr. Pr~sident , gettil16 back to this !..exican thing, is t here any 

possibility of a similar Clai:as Commission being appoint ed or 

authorized to settle the oil expr opriat-ions? 

'!'HE PRESIDENT: I don ' t think it he s got t o t hat stage of t he di scus-

sion. The discussion is still e.oing on . 

~ Still in diplomatic channels? 

'l'Hi', PRESIDENT: Yes , 

~ Have you decided o-n tile pers onnel of the comuis.;: i on 1-..hi ch will s tud:; 

labor l egisla tivn in Greut Britain? 

Tl~ Pi\';s rm;;;);'T : I h1=1ve not had any report on ta~t !'rom t he Labor De pa rt-

ment at all. I suppose it will come slone ve r y soon . 

'\ 
Q lJo you believe t i1at Congress shouln take into c.:ms i rle1·a tion , ir. draft-

ing railroa d legislation, if any, toe proposal or ra ilv:a y man~ge-

ment a t o cut wages? 

T!ii:. PRESI D&."JT: 1 havl5 already - - as I just sa i d , I sent a .•. essa~a ·to 

Congress on the problem of t he railroads and t nere is nothing 

further to add . 

Q. .Anything new on the Ambassadorship to r.~oscow? 
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THE PRESIDENT: Not a thing; ·it has not even been discuaaed . 

Q I s t he Administration interested in this new postmaster selection 

bill that is up before Congress now? 

THE PRESID~~: You mean the --

~ (interposing ) -- the one that gives you the privi lege of selecting 

from t he top three. 

THE PRESIDErn' : Yes , very much. It is very definitely a s tep ahead . 

Ot course it has not come to me for signature but I understand 

they are agreed . 

It places all the positions , first , seconj and third , v:hich 

were not under the Civil Service except by :r.ecutive Qider , it 

places them in the Civil SArvice Syst em. The Commission will cer­

tify to the Postmaster General the three eligibles rated highest 

in the exami nation fol' the consideration of the President . In 

t~at cert i fication the regul er, permanent staff of the Post Office 

Service is eligible to take these examinations, ~ven for the first 

class offices . It i~ a very distinct step in the right dirAction. 

Q Do you think there is anythin~ further that this Government c::>uld 

or should do beyon:l t he Vtelles ' statement respectint; bombil'l€. of 

China? 

THE PR:ESIDE!;'J': You .,;ill have to ask the St::~te Depe::-t !llent . 

Q Could you comrr.ent on the causes for Christeau' s removal? 

THE PP..ESIOENI' : No . 

li Can you tell us what stutes in• the far west you intend to visit , 

besi des California? 

THE PRESID~~ : ~ell, I will have to visi t all the states between here 

and California on t he route I am going because I aJr. not goins by 
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ai r . 

Q What route are you goi ng from Texas? 

THE PRESIDEm' : Going from Fort \11orth out, as far as I can tell now - ­

this is, of cou.rse , still tentative -- from Fort Worth out through 

Amarillo end , let me see , before you get to Amari llo you go through 

Wi cb.ita Falls, I think, ~nd then .IUnarillo and then up -- I couldn ' t 

even tell you the name of the railroad from there to Pueblo. You 

see , what I am heading for is San Francisco. Pueblo, and then 

through the Royal Gorge, v1hi ch most of you haven ' t seen with me 

you ~~11 find the scenery excellent and we are going through 

the Royal Gorge by dey ana then - - tha t is Colorado, of course 

and then through Utah , t;evada and then do•·m to San Francisco . 

~ Are you going into Yosemite? 

THS i?RESIDEt.;"T: Yes, I huve never been there and so , f or yow.· benefit 

and mine, I hope l'.e will have a day i n Yosemite anci see t he Susan 

B. -~thony tree. 

it i':hat about the Oklahoma part of the trip? 

Tffij; PRESIDENT: As I remember it, we leeve here Rn<i we go throub.h v. est 

Virginia into Ohio and fror:: Ohio into !..cntucky, then from Kentucky 

into Tennessee, I think -- I don't know which way wa are (SOinf from 

t here , either by way of :.lemphi s Ol' St . Louis anc into Okle.homa and 

from there down to Fort \•:orth. 

;-1. Going to 'llhat places in Oklahomr.? 

TlU: PHESI DENT: Oh , I thinl~ 1 t is -- I think it i s t he n inth or the 

tenth , I have forgotten which. 

Q, J.ir . President, Governor Murphy 1 of ff. i ch igan 1 was here t he other day 

. end he was quoted es sayil1g that when you went up to dedi cate t he 
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international bridge at Port mu-on, Michigan, that you would swing 

into Wisconsin and Minnesota. 

THE PRESIDENT: That is so tar off that it is entirely proble~ti cal . 

There are a l ot of i nternational bri dges ~hat have to be dedicated 

by Canada and the Un.ited States someti.Jne between August and Jan­

uary. There are t hree international bridges and a peace park. 

~ How far south do you ~lan to go on the cruise? 

THr: PRESI DENT: Just t o -- not beloVI the equator, and that is not a 

South American trip -- Galapagos Island and if I have to come 

back in a hurry, instead of going there we will go to the place 

you love so much , the Cocos Islands and stay about three or four 

days . 

Q. Can you tell us ho•x many speeches you expect to rr.ake on t his rail-

road trip to the \Vest? 

THE PRESIDJ<:tiT': I haven ' t the faintest i dea . 

q, There will be probably several? 

THE PRESIDENT: Probably t ile only formal speech will be at :·,.arietta . 

Q V.hen at t:arietta , will you go to t he i•luskingum Valley? 

THE PRESIDENT: I just plain won ' t have time . I'd like to . 

Q. ?.'ill there be some other trips later on before the i'fovember elec­

tions? 

T.ffr PRE::ii Dl!:t\'T : I haven ' t the faintest idea . There are three i nter­

national bridges and a peace park to dedicate . (Laughter) 

,.'. You say these pl ans are t entative. J:iow far are they t ent,..tive'? 

THE PftESID~~ = hfter I get back from t he cruise everythin~ i s tenta­

tive . 

t-t I mean on this particular trip. 

4 
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THE PRESIDEm' : They are pretty well set . 

~ Regardless of what Congress does? 

• THE PRESIDENT: Oh, Heavens , do you think they ~~11 still be here then? 

(Laughter) 

Q They might be. (Laughter) 

Q Do you intend to fill the vacancy on t he Securities Commission be-

fore Congress adjourns? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , there isn 't any. 

Q l.r.ight I ask about Governor Case ' s place on the Coi!Ununications Com-

mission? 

THE PRESIDENT: No news on the appointments until they go up. I am 

sending Stewart McDonald ' s up tocta:r f'or reappointment. That is 

the only one . 

q, Does your answer on the railroad situation cover also a possible 

letter to the chairmen of the committees? 

TID' Pl-mSII!.ENT: Yes , same t hing . 

<t Did you see the story in the Herald-Tribune this rr.orning that twenty-

eight Sem1tors had come to t he Vice President and suggested that 

there 

THb Pffii:SIDEt'1' : (interposing) 'l'be only story I read this morni nc was 

Cissy Patterson' s, who said she is in favor of monopolies . 

"t In view of the widespreact discussion, will you outline the :political 

powers delegated to Tom Corcoran? (Laughter) 

T:tl:. P!-:ESIDl!lfi' : Ask Hoy Howard . He lunched wi til me the other day and 

I told Tioy Howard that he had been reading the papers . That is 

the best answer I can give . 'vie all laughed . It is a boogeyrr.an 

that has been set up . That is the best way we can put it. 
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Q Has a petition been received by you from some South Chicago perch 

fishermen, who had been fishing from a park pier? 

THE PRESIDENT: What did they do, fall in? 

Q The WPA workmen nearby were so interested in seeing the fishing that 

they did not do shoveling. Now the park has revoked their permits 

and they are afraid they will have to go to work instead of perch 

fishing. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: As far as I can see , everybody gains except t he. fish. 

(Laughter) 

Q There was supposed to be a petition signed by the fishermen asking 

for your intervention. 

THE PRESID~~ : I am all fo r t he fishermen . (Laughter) 

Q. Have you any coJTUnent on the bill passed to extend the emergency 

interest rate on Farm Credit loans? 

THE PRESIDENT: It hesn 't come to me yet . I cannot co~~ent on it yet. 

MR. YOUNG: Thank you , M.r . President. 



CONFIDENI'I AL 
Pres~ Conf PrP.noe ~466, 
F.~e rut1ve Off1 res of the Whit e House, 
Junt> U, 1938, 4 . 0~ P.M. 

MF . MNALI\~N: All 1n . 

Trlli pDF'S I 0!:'1111' : R1Pht . V:hat ie thJ\"s? 

0 You tell U!'l , s t r. 

'!'~ op"WPTI'FNl' : A 1 n ' t rot r. one . 

w ?lr . PrP:>1~ert , t hr.rt' set>rns t c ht> f'" ITif' con+'usion nn on the 1-'11.1. as 

-r"'·,r! ] rv•j :·l'>t1. <: n hAfn••Q (:Nwre!':" r-opf' hnmf'? 

~> 11 • 

'""\\ .. , ' .. ,... ,... ... € ~ .... 

l"i 11 r:!.n ' l ~' rtn . 

' 
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THE PRESIDENT: F.ycept t o en cour ece a searchin~ party. (Laughter) 

Q Are you doinP anythine t o prev~rit airplane~ goi nv t o J~pen? 

Tf~ PRFSJDF~T : Oh, I t hink t he Secr et ary of st~ te covered t het pr etty 

well t he ot her day . 

0 Mr. Pr !>l'ident , you snir.l li!At wae!-: t hat you v:ould ask Joe Keenan 

whAt prog r ess , if ar.y, bPs bee!l m~dt> i n t.h<> .fPr :oey Ci ty situat i on . 

Did Joe r P.·llY 1 n flnv wf'l:"'? 

THF. PPN'::I l"Fli.'J' : I hcv"'n ' t, T forrot t 'l a!:>i: , I will. 

nen.r fntu"''l'? 

(! T,.. "r ., ·--opr'"'~ 1 ~ '' L. #. h f"' ,.,. , ,. " '' ; c- 1 .... - 1 · •. o,.. 11t , ,. t P j .. r..~bor 

AnVWJ1V, 

·, 
~ 
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THE: PRESIDEN.I' : So the totel cost i s very little. 

Q How lonpo w1.11 they be over t here? Do you figure 1 t wUl be a long • 

time? 

T& ?RISI DENI' : A few weeks . 

0 Do you ex11er:t t o dis~uFR w~r clebt t• wi t h Ar.lbassador Kennedy when he 

rAt urns? 

THI-. PP.i.SIDE.Nr: Not that I knnw o~ . 

~ Do V"U kn C'II" yAt v·hen YOU will leave fnr N'lhant? 

11bout ? • 00 o • clor·k l'lud I v:i) J r-o P s much he for~' t hat AS t can , 

'J'ri} P"l•S I JlEJif'I': T+ il <> nr>nrlo; " n ,, hPn T <'ar. lenv t> . Tf J car.not leave by 

Thu::-srley noon, l 1•;rm •t meet t hP 'P<'Y!'n>:f·C >:t ~:ew lonnon , I v·HJ 

•Jh I f' t" • "' +'· i - . ., J • , • • 

• 

Q Vlhen ye>\t say " l'Pfi s t ers ," whnt rlo you mea n? 
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THE PRESIDENT: Civil Servi ce list s . 

Q Wi ll t hese changes have a ma rYed effect on t he rPrulet1 ons? 

THE P~FSIDF.NT : No, not a t all . 

~ I n view ~f t he fqct th~t Senat or Duffy and Mr . Farley r emained be-

hind a fter t he Letter Cerr1 er s 1 i nvitation came t o you t oday , is 

ther e anytbin~ you can tell us about \"isconsi n poli t 1 cs? 

ncr: PRr"SI DENT: Not hine. came up . I think we were swappi ng some s t orif'EO . 

ThPy werA t:lnly ablP t o s t ev bAhind a minut e en(l a half . They 

tniC"ht h'lv e v·tc-1t ed 1.1ac , I oon 1 t kn nw. 

TIIF: PPERIDENT: No. 

. 
(._ In ~1ou <>~p~c-t t " t:~vP t he ;;sct>t in i'ehArrt: Fr1f'l ? n~r•ht f~">'l' thl:l dance'? 

t. !t(;rn. 

in t imP . I may not <-et. t hC' rP until Saturc'~y l"nrni nr· . 
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THE PRF.SIDl!.NI': Oh , yes , the ya cht will be at Kew London on Thur sday 

At ? . 00 P. l~ . and 1t I cannot get a.way from here .in t irr.e t o u.eet 

her t her e , it will proceed t hro\lf'h t he Canal up t o t.ehant and I 

will join her up t here':" 

:;J \~r . Pres i dent , i n v iew of t he great flood dist ress in China , would 

you consider 1·evi v i ns yow: ~ppeal t o t uf< American people for con-

tr1but 1 ens t o t hE' Chinese Ci v1lian .ReU Pf? 

spe<:t fir· snm? t non ' t knnw • 

• 
' "'t nt• "ll rlt·t i~'nin .~? 

T'f' Pf.T '-' I fll-'!· '1': 1 rl r.n ' t l\ '1', • • 

.. I N'~ ·~wtt in r1 u-1 o t lP · ~ · ·· •r"'J ·h f'l' -. r t h F" ~ . r. < • ? 

T!-1'1' 1-'I>J f l: r 'E.N'J' : t1o, t hor o 1••nn ' t b"l t:~ny v·>cf'nr:y hPf n r r T !'t• r t •.· est • 

..,. !•1il yn11 ,:-et Al'y ~uthnrlt.;: ~'" r "~'~' 1' rec;e::3 ~ •• O' •f'lir t.,.es t f'l hP nr•id un t il 
,. 
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THE PRESIDENT: I think they have the r esolution ~ut it has not been 

acted on . Of cour se one of t he princ i pa.l r easons for the resolu-

tion i s t his , that there a re a eood many peopl e who cannot afford 

t o p o without a salary betl'leen t his summer and next winter; they 

a.r e not rich enough t o go without the salary. Of course it has 

been customary i n every caee to g ive them the salary, even thou~h 

the~r are not confirmed , so tlJat I feel in the long run there is 

not very mucl:J difference en<1 it f'nAhle l" ~:~ poor man to t eke tne 

job where o t iJ,.rwisn he coul <" not t~ke it . 

1,. Ir.. o ther \':0::--ds, if they 1o not ··ASS tl1 0 r~s0luti cn vour f ielo is 

limited? 

TiiE PREf'IJ)I'NT : I f the•t :h not p:> SS t he n~s0l11tl"ll 'llv fi.eld i l' raore 

Umited . 

~ Will you ~o from herA t o .. ilmin··t on? 
... 

P.pri(' ll}ture a:;r' "" il ern~ir·n, nc rt o f i t :·rl:t es t '' t he possibil i ty 

tinr:- All the vnri ou s int<>rP~tan n"!rt.j r-s t 'J"et hAr t o r:oor dinete t he 
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"or lc . 

Q CoordinatinP the rcli9f propram? 

THJ<: PIDSJDENI' : No, this Wf\ $ the rivers and harbors. Well , relief 

comps into tt, t oo . 

l.fR. YOUNC : ThanY. you , Mr . President . 

7 



CONFIJ>INTIAL 
Preas Conference 1467, 
Dutton Lumber CCJJD:plJl)' Wharf; Poughlceapaie, N.Y., 
(The President •s seated in his car with his 

son, John,. seated with him.) 
.Tun~ 20, 1938 • 

: 

THE PRESIDENT: You all know this distinguished gentle!!Bn over here 

in the corner? (Indicating his son, John.) 

~ I have seen him before. 

Q Any news we ought to know about? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , I have been telling John the news. 

Q He will scoop us. He won't tell us anything. 

Q. AJly callers today? 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. and :Mrs . Chester A. Arthur. He is the son of 

the late President. 

Q, VH1at is it about? 

THE PRESIDENT: Social visit, not a nother thing. 

Q. Are you going to see Joe Kennedy? 

TBE PRESIDENI': I don't !mow yet. I don •t know whether he is c cming 

up here from New York. I have not heard a word on what his 

plans are when he lands. I will see him either up here or in 

Washington. No arr11ngement has been roade . 

Q. You will have to act on the Wages and Hours Bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, .mY Lord! I will try to give you, for this after-

noon, a story on the number of bills still out. I could not 

tell you right now. There may be two hundred or may be three 

hundred. Let's just get hold of Rudolph (Mr . Forster) to let 

us have those figures, the number of bills that are still out. 

Ninety-five per cent of the bills that are sent to the 

469 
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White House, after they han been acted on by the Speaker 

and the President Pro Tem, after they CCIIII!! to the Wh1 te House 

they are sent out ·to the departments concerned tor comments 

and reeommen.dat1ons so, ot course, I do not get them back tor 

anywhere trom two to six days. 

Q. There has been some talk around Washington that an extra session 

might be called for the purpose of making railroad loans. Is 

there anything you can tell us on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: It was John O' Connor who started that story. I won't 

comment on that. 

Q It started on the Hill . 

THE PRESIDENT: It start~d on the Hill. 

Q AIJ.y appointments, l,!r, President, that you are going to fill while 

up here? 

THE PRESIDENT : Fred (Mr, Storm), I have not thought of appointments 

since last Friday morning. 

~ Still planning to go back --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Either Wednesday night or Thursday 

. night. 

~ Are you going to see the last race of the Poughkeepsie Regatta? 

THE PRESIDENT: If I can make it. It depends on when I can get away 

from Wilmington. The POTOMAC will be here and I told Captain 

Clark that if I could ma.ke it I would get on board and go over 

to the finish and see the last race. If I am not here, he can 

take any of the Navy crew members, their families and friends 

and the Naval officers with him on the POTOMA9 and go over 

and see it. He can use her as an observation bqat • 

• 

470 
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Did rou hear this one. Onlr tor God's sake don't let this 

set out. ('lbe President then told a story about the Hanard­

Nny-Pennayl"rania race. It appears that the members ot the 

Roose"relt family were standins on one side of the boat. shout­

ins for Harvard. The Naval officers were standins on the 

other side, rooting at the top of their lunss for the Navy. 

Poor old Pennsylvania was coming up with nobody rootins for 

her so the President, to equalize the situation, started root­

ing for Pennsylvania.) 

' 

471 
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COlD'IDDJ'l'IAL 
Preee Cohterence 1468, 
Held in the etud7 of the President's 

home at ~e Park, New York, 
June 21 , 1938, 2.30 P.M. 

Q It is a tull house, Mr. Presi dent ; more than you had yesterday in 

t he morning. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDEm': Yes, I stole a march on you. (Laughter) 

Q What made us maq was that the photographers t ook pi ctures with only 

two of us down there. 

THE ~IDENT: I will bet that i s bad. (Laughter) 

472 

Let us see, what have we got? Number one , I call your atten-

tion to this, if you want to write an overnight you can write en 

t his . It has been released in the Departm~t of Commerce about 

five days ago, about the national income for the year 1937 ana 
,.. 

shows that it exceeded our estimates. It did not exceed our es-

timates by much but if you will remember , away back last fall , 

the estimate was - - what did it run to? -- sixty- ei ght or sixty-

nine billion dollars and actually it was sixty- nine point eight, 

or within two-tenths of being seventy billion dollars, wbic.tl was 

pretty good . 

Q Sixty-nine point eight? 

THE PRESIDENT: Sixty-nine point eight . I will give this release to 

' you . It has got some quite interesting things in it. One of the 

t hings which showed parti cularly was thet while, in comparison 

with the famous year of 1929 1 the average annual wage of full-time 

employees -- this is a special thing, thi s is not avera.ge annual 

wage of everybody but of full- time employees -- was down nine per 

cent. below the 1929 average, last year the index of the cost of 
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l1Yill6 ne t1tteen per oent. ·below the 1929 nerage. That, or 

course, 1e another ny ot aayi.Dg that it did not coat as much to 

lin in l9Y/ as 1t did 1D 1929 tor the same income. Th'eretore, 

relatively, the country was better ott in that particular classi­

tication. 

And the other thing, which is not in the book, is that the 

Bureau -- the Department of Commerce now estimates that the 1938 

income, national income, based on the first three months, which 

47 

is, of course, all they can take, will be slightly above sixty 

billiqn dollars, which is a rather definite improvement over the 

figures that the Government has been working on in the fall. You 

will remember -- I don't know which particular lot of statisticians 

there ~~s, whether it vms the Bureau of For~gn and Domestic Com­

merce or the Central Statistical Board, they estimated it below 

fifty-five billion dollars, Ec>.nd it looks to these people, the De­

partDlent of Conunerce people, that it will run slightly above sixty. 

Q That is based on the first three months? 

THE PRESID~~: That is based on the first three months. 

Q Is there any estimate of what the 1937 income would have been 

this is a very "iffy" question -- if it had not been fot the slow 

last quarter? What were we doing the first nine months? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not bad anything but a guess on that -- it would 

be necessarily a guess that it would have run somewhere around· 

seventy-two billion. 

Q I think it is interesting. 

THE PRESID~: So it is not off very much from what it would have been. 

Q Mr. President~ do you regard this better figure of approximately 
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sixty billion u .:D :LndioaUOil that bue:Lneaa 18 coatng back? 

TBE ~IDXNI': I'd put it the other way around, that bua:Lneas 1e not 

and has not be.n this year as bad as a lot ot people believed it 

to be. That is not only business, that is all incoae, that i8 

industry and . agriculture. 

~ Dividends, wages paid, et cetera? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q Mr. President , do your reports of business show that -- do you feel 

there will be a steady improvement during the year , t hat the bottom 

has been scraped? 

THE PRESIDEm.': As somebody remarked the other day., "There have been 

a few raindrops coming from t he heavens and possibly they will be 

followed by a much needed shower. • 

~Q Mr. President , on the estimate of sixty billion for t he current 

year, I am wondering if that took 'into account the new spending, 

'lending program and t he total that t bat will add t o the nati onal 

income? 

THE PRESIDENI': No. 

~ That won't come until the end of the year? 

THE PRlSIDENT: Some of it starts t he first of July. For instance, 

all or your WPA, Resettlement, Farm Security, National Youth Ad­

ministration, all that starts t he first of July. 

Q That will undoubtedly boost it, won't it? 

THE PRESIDEN!': Yes. 

Q May wa quote that •rain drops"? 

THE PRESIDENI' : Yea . 

Q Pushing your forecast more definitely, Mr. President, when do you 
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expect the ahower? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDIHl': No, TOU are writing nne stories. (Laughter) 

I will give you a news item. I think that Friday night, 

when I go back t o Washington, I am goillg t o do a little talk 

over the air. It will be 9.30 eastern standard, 10.30 daylight. 

It will be over all the network, CBS and National end Mutual. 

And that evening, befor e the broadcast, r go to the dinner that 

i s being given by the Little Cabinet t o me , t he annual dinner, 

and at the end of the dinner I will come back t o the White Bvuse 

and go on the air at 9. 30 eastern s tandard time. 

~ What i s the nature of your addr ess , ~~. President, can you t ell us? 

THE PRESIDENI' : General. 

Q Fireside? 

THE PRESI DENT: Nothing special -- general . 

~ Any pa.rticular r eason f or making that address? 

THE PRESIDENT: No; I usually do it after Congress goes home . 

Now, bere , is a bunch of bills approved, which we will give 

you today. No vetoes so far . 

Q Di d you sign the Pure Food and Drug Bi ll? ' 
THb PRlSIDENT: No , it has not come t o me yet . I am very well up on 

• 

my end of the work - - better than Washington . I have taken action 

on every bill except this l ittle bunch here, about t en , which I 

will probably act on in the course of the day. But there are 

still outstanding 347 billa to be acted on . It i s awtul . 

Q 347 t o come up from Washington? 

THE PRESIDENT~ To be act ed on , of which ten are here , right t here , 

(indicatillg ) end t he other 337 are still in Washington. So you 
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••• I aa preU7 well up with 'a7 wort. 

Q Doea it u8Uall7 t.ake that lcmg? 

THE PRFSIDENI': Well, I would NY thle! I would say t hat thia year 

there waa -- well, the t otal number of bills pasaed by this Con-
V 

gress does not vary much from previous Congresses. I would say 

there were fewer bills that came t o me befor e the last week of 

t he sess i on and more bills that came to me that were passed 1n 

the last week of t he session than in any previous year. I have 

never had a flood like that before . I acted on 43 last night. 

I s igned 560 and vetoed 23. One passed over veto and one became 

a law without s i gnat ure . 

MR. MciNTYRE: That is 584 in all . 

THE PRESI DENT: 584 i n ell and 347 have to be acted on . 

Now, here are the bills I acted on t oday. Here is a claim 

-b i ll , a reli ef bi ll -- several of them. Here i s an Act t o regu-

l ate t he transportation and sale of natural gas in interstate 

commerce and for other purposes -- you had better look at it be-

cause I cannot describe it t o you -- s technical bill. 

And , most important of all , the relief bill , public loans 

and grants, et cetera , which was signed this morni ng . I was goi ng 

t o give you all a stat ement on it but I deci ded not to so I will 

r ead it to you and you can make notes so you will have it indirect-

l y , (Reading) 

"It is generally recognized today that economi c 
and social welfare ought to go hand i n hand . 

"This rel ief and works bill covers bot h forms 
of welfare. It permit s a great pr ogram to get under 
way immediately -- a large amount of money to be spent 
tor many different forms of assistance , not only t o 



the un•plored and to sett1Dg nse• out but alao 
to qricultuN, iD.duatry and to buaine••· 

•u ia carried out on the principle ot Federal 
participation iD partnership with atate and local 
asenciea -- alaon whollr a partnerahip buia. 
Pract1callT all WPA work ia that, all ot PWA 1a 
that, NYA, and so forth and eo -- a whole list ot 
things. It is a partnership bill. 

"On t he Public works end, PWA was created ot 
course as an experi.lllent in 1933· We recopized its 
power but we did not -- we had not measured it at 
that time. Since t hen we have been metering its 
merits . That i s a new line . We have discovered 
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two things: the first is that cities and other pub­
l i c bodies still need a very large volume of perma­
nent improvements and that they are glad t o and able 
to assess themselves t or more than half of t he t otal 
coat of these improvements by going i nto partnership 
~th t he Federal Government. 

"We also know that on these PWA pr oject s f or 
every worker on the project site who works one day, 
two and a half other workers are given work 1n mi nes , 
mi lls , forests , transportation, etc . Another illus­
tration i s t hat 36~ out of every dollar goes to t he 
construction payroll on the job and 64~ goes for 
pr oducing and fabricating materials , generally at 
distant points. 

"In five years - - by the way it is just five 
years last Thursday that PWA start ed -- we have 
added all over the country 25 ,000 useful project s , 
releasing t hereby to industry for the purchase of 
materials over two billi on dollars worth of money. 

I 

"I t hi nk they have given out in Washington , or 
will t oday , the l i st of projects that have been ac­
tually approved. I have been approving them dur1D.g 
the past t hree weeks, 1n every case subject t o the 
s igning of the bill . The signing of the bill t oday 
r eleases t hem all •••• ·" 

and I think -- I am not at all sure on t his , maybe Kannee can 

tick do~~ and find out from Burlew' s office -- there are about 

$350 , 000 , 000 , I think, that have been approved i n the past three 

weeks . 

(Several hundred million appr oved i n the past three weeks. ) 



WI think in alaost ever,y case the actual dirt 
will beain to tly inside ot sixty days, which is 
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the lliniawl possible time because yoil han to adnr­
tiee tor bids -- generally thirty days advertising 
under the law and then the bids have to o0111e in and 
you select your bidder and he tiles the contract bond 
and gets the work really under way in the second tour 
yeelcs. 

WSo it is quite a record and the rest ot the 
available money will probably be allocated -- a good 
deal ot it -- this week or next week before I go away, 
and the balance in the course of the next two or three 
months. But the bulk of the money tor PWA goes to 
work in the shortest possible time." 

Q Whet is the total for PVIA? 

THE PRF.SIDEm': You will have to look at the bill. 

Q I have got it in my pocket. 

THE PRESIDENT: $700,000,000? 

Q $1,365,000,000. 

THE PRESIDEm': That includes loans. 

Q The A. P. says --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) That is what you have to be damned care-

ful about. Out of the ~1,965, 000,000 there is about ~750,000,000 
\ 

available for grants, and then the balance is available for loans. 

~ And then the $400,000,000 from the revolving fund? 

THE PRESIDENT: And then the ~400,000,000 from the revolving fund. It 

is a terribly important thing -- of course nobody can write in t he 

kind of story that everybody figured. Everybody gets the idea 

that this is a thirteen billion or a twelve billion dollar Congress 

but of course that is perfect rot because a very large portion of 

that money is loaned money and a large portion is authorization 

for which no appropriation has been made at all. There are more 

damned crooked figures flying around than I know of, most of them, 

4 
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ott the record, in the Herald-Tribune editorial records. 

Q. Not mine. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENI': No, and thank God, you don't write the editorials. 

(Laughter) 

Q. He has a good Albany training; it i s a shame t o see him go down. 

(Laughter) 

' THE PRESIDENT: If they would turn over those editorials to JOhn 

(O' Brien) we would all be happy. 

Q. Except John. (Laughter) 

THE PRFSIDOO': Yes , except John. 

Q I don 't think Mrs. Reid would like it . (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: (Reading) 

"Then , on the rest of the bill , the same 
thing about partnership holds true on all the 
other appropriations like ~PA which is now in 
gear and ready to go ahead on the first of JUly . 
These projects will take care of, as far as we 
possibly can, all the available employable unem­
ployed and you will find in going over that list 
that nearly all the other agencies are on the 
same partnership basis." 

Q Do I understand you correctly to say that this ~PA will take care 

of all the employable unemployed? 

THE PRESIDEt~: · No , I mean all that we can . 

~ Can you tell us what Mr. Kennedy talked with you about today? 

THt~ PRESIDENT: Oh, Fred (Storm) , just general international affairs. 

I cannot be more specific than that. 

Q, Did he make you feel cheerful or glo!)llly? 

THE PRESIDENT: · !dade me feel just the way I have tel t for the last two 

or three years. 

FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT , .rn,: JOe (Kennedy) wanted me to apologize to all 
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ot you tor miss1D8 you here. We came back here and waited until 

2.30 but JOe had to leaTe because his train lett two or three 

minutes later, so he wanted me to apologize to you. 

THE PRESIDENT: The general international picture is not a particularly 

happy one. All we can do i s to hope tor the best. He made one 

remark yesterday when he landed and t he best account ot it was in 

the Herald-Tribune -- the Times did not carry it. 

C( \\bet i s that, Mr. Preeident? I will check up on it. 

THE PRESIDENT: Joe, when he landed, told me he had t ol d this to the 

boys at the dock: 

MR. MciNTYRE: Krock was there , too. 

Q It is these damned editorial writers ~ain. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: And he considered it the most important thing he said 

when he landed . It was t o the effect -- it you will read the 

Herald-Tribune, they have it absolutely O.K. --when he landed he 

pointed out that he had met in England exactly the same kind of 

people that he used to meet on Long Island, exactly the same kind 

of people, who said that the world was coming to an end , every-

thing was terrible and bow they would have to close their country 

houses and sell their Rolls Royces~ They were exactly the same 

crowd and t he only difference was that in England they did not 

' 
blame it on their Government , which I think is a grand line, a 

brilliant line. And he ~~s enlarging on it this morning and he 

said , "You know, they bave a problem come up and they talk it over 
& 

tor weeks; then it is presented t o Parliament and acted on in another 

two weeks. Certain elements in the community may not like.it ; t hey 

make their pr otest, sit around the table and talk it over and if 
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the thins goes through that t hey do not like, they quit grou•!Ds· 

That is the real d1rrerenoe between GoTernment in England and 

GoTernment here.• 

Q Did he seem hopeful? 

(The President did not answer the query.) 

Q I had a query last night from Honolulu. This is good! 

THE PRESI Dl!NI': Now, Fred (Storm) , you cannot go to Honolulu at this 

time. (Laughter) 

Q This said the HOUSTON was out in the Mare · I sland 1\:avy Yard being 

tixed up for the trip. 

THE PRESIDENT: That part is true. 

Q It said that instead of going to the Galapagos we were to head for 

Honolulu. 

THE PRESIDENT: I will take you with me if we go there . 

MR. MciNTYRE: It might be worth while because Fred threatened to s t ay 

out there if be gets there . (Laughter) 

~ V.'bat . are the arrangements for us, the three Press Associ ati ons? 

THF PRESID!Yl': I am having a bad time . I will tell you frankly , I 

won't t ake an escort crui ser ; it looks like it will be a destroyer 

and you know what the answer is on that -- there ain't no bunks . 

However, Panama ~~11 be quite exciting, I think . 

:M, ~tcU.i'I'YRE : We made arrangements for ten days at Hollywood and then 

move to Panama. 

~ It suit s me. 

Q I would like to see Storm i n a hammock. 

~ They don't build t hem that big. (Laughter) 

Q (Mr. St orm) I spent four years 1n one . They are very comfortable. 

48 
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THE PRlrSIDIN'1': Are they? 

Q Yes, ,air; much better than a bunk. 

THE PRESIDENT: I resret t o say t hat t hough I am a sailor I nner slept 

1n one. (Laughter ) 

Q Can you straighten us out on t his rai l road session 1n view or all 

these reports that you are going ·t o call a special session? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard a word about it . 

Q J ohn O' Connor said you have t o have one. 

THE PRESIDENT: I read that . All I ever heard about it or t hought about 

i t i s what I read 1n the papers . 

Q Are you going -- this is a very local angle -- are you going t o try 

t o attend t he local Regatta? 

THE PRESIDENT: It is a question actually of minut es because I have t o 

be at thi s celebration in Wilmi ngt on , Delaware , in the morning 

and it depends a little bit on how long the speeches take . I am 

going to beat it from the s t and to the train and come right on up 

to Poughkeepsi e and possi bly get off t he tra in and make a dash t or 

t he POTOMAC and get on board in the hope t hat t he races are not 

yet over. Do you know what tinte the races st art? 

Q The Var~ity will be at 5.00. 

MR. l.lciNI'YRE: The Freshman comes f i rst , as I understand it , at 3 • .30 

~d t hen 4. 30 and 5. ,30. 

THF PRESIDENI': 

race and 

If i t is 3.30, 4.30 and 5. 30, I will make the Varsit y 

possibl~ second Varsity. Of course , i f it is rough 

weather, t hey will put 1 t off until Sunday. I will come just a s 

qui ckly as the trai.n can get here. 

Q l~ve you given any indi cation as t o whether you wil l be able to take 
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part in the Constitution celebration? I UDder~and your grand­

father waa one of thoae who ratified. 

IIR. Mcllfl'YHE: What 1s t he dat'e of t hat ? 

THE PRESID!rlr: What i s the Chattanooga date? 

~ The celebration i s f rom the eighteenth t o the twenty-fourth. But 

they will set it for any time you can make it. 

THE PRESIDENI': Here is my situation: V.'hen t he bill was introduced t o 

t ake pert in this celebration of the Chattanooga Battle , that was 

way back last fall , I said that I would go , so t hat is a f ixed 

dat e. If I can make it t~e nineteenth, I can be here t he seven­

teenth and still make Chattanooga on the nineteenth . 

1.111 . liciNIYRE: I thi.nk we will have it straightened out tomorrow morn­

ing. 

~ They ~~t t o work the dedicati on of the Post Office at the same t i.me . 

The date of that is not important whatever date you can make it. 

I was wonderin~ whether you might be able to rr~ke any commitments 

on that? 

THE PRESIDENJ.': I told !.ii ss Reynolds yesterday t hat I would come it I 

could. 

Q Are you going t o see the Postmaster General up here during the week? 

THE PRESIDEt\'1': No, Friday, in v;ashington . 

~ For background, i.f necessary, should we look for any diplomatic 

action growing out of the German espionage? 

THE PRESIDEt\'1' : No . That is. background. 

Q May I ask one more local question in connection wi.th PWA? Is there 

any possib ility that you would comment on this school plan i n con­

nection With ijyde Park? 
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f(' ::r TH! PRESIDENI': I han not heU'd . Miee Arundall ie ona1ns up on Tueecla7 
. 

or Wednes<Say next to talk to me about it. They will haTe t o act 

mighty rast it they want any or this PWA money because it will be 

all gone pretty soon. 

1.m. STORM: Thank you, Mr. President. 
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lxeoutin Ottioea ot the White Boilee, 
J'une If., 1938, 10.39 A.M. 

THE PRESIDBN'l': I don't think there is much news. There are about 

two hundred bills to be acted on. I .will be working on them 

today and tCI!lorrow and the next ds.y and the day atter. 

Q Have you signed the Railroad Unemployment Bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: That has not come to me. I have acted on everything 

that has cane to me until fivll minutes ago. 

Q Do those make news? (Pointing to commissions on the President's 

desk.) . 

THE PRESIDENT: These are just commissions of people that have been 

confirmed. 

Q Do you expect to sign the Wage and Hours Bill today? 

THE PRESIDENT: That has not cane to me. 

Q I have been writing every day that Bob Wagner is not going to 

leave the Senate and run for the Governorsh ip. The members of 

the Press at Albany have been writing the opposite. Can you 

enlighten us on that? It leaves the desk in a state of contu-

sion. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: That puts me in a bad fix because I know the Albany 

boys, too, and I cannot take sides. (Laughter) 

Q If I am wrong I am willing to have you tell me. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: You keep right on. That is the only hint I can give 

you. 

Q On t he same course? 

THE PRESIDEN!': On the 88111e course. 

4 
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Q No, that 18 -- seriously -- (laughter) seriously, Wasoer has oon­

Tinced me he would not r un for the GoTernorship . 

THE PRESIDENT: Didn •t I just give you a darned good lead? Why OTer­

play your hand? 

Q. All right; thank you. (Laughter) 

Q. Is the story that you are going to make a campaign speech in Maine 

for Governor Brann true? He i s running again. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t believe there i s a chance of my getting to 

Maine this summer. I am going out , a.s you know, to the Coast 

and t hen around . 

Q. That was an A. P . story. (Laughter) 

Q. Mr . President , would you care to comment on the outcome of the 

W.innesota primaries on Monday? 

THE PRESIDENT: To tell you the honest truth, I did not read about it. 

Q The Democre.ts made a powerful poor showing. 

Q Do you expect to make a speech in Okle.h~? 

THE PRESIDENT: I may say a few kind words . The. reason I am going to 

Oklahoma is because on these various trips we have crossed cor­

ners of the state at various t imes but we have never got off the 

train and I thought it wus time to get off the train in the state 

of Oklahoma and take a look at it. 

Q If we may get away from politics for a moment , ther e i s a report out 

of Wall Str eet that the reason for t he upt urn i s that Ambassador 

Kennedy brought over a plan for simultaneous defla tion by the 

United St ates and Great Britain. Can you comment on~hat? 

THE PRESIDENT: It sounds just like reports out or Wall Street. 

( 
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Q Have you de~ided wbat part ot Oklahoma you are going to? 

THE PRl!SlDENT: Oklahoma 01 ty. 

.av- s 

Q Have you recei ved a report tram t he Interdepartmental Committee 

on Phi l i ppi ne Affa i rs yet? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, not yet . 

Q I n l ine with your r ecover y program, can you comment on t his cam­

pai gn in the newspapers for immediate buying? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , I don •t thi nk so. I mean, I don ' t think I want 

t o comment on it. 

Q. Do you expect to appoint the Wages and Hours Admini strator before 

you leave? 

THE PRSSIDENT : I don 1 t know . I don' t know \~hen it is coming to me , 

It may be in t his pile . (Indicating} 

Q, Are you going to announce the names of the members of the Monopoly 

Committee? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t know . VIe haven ' t met . n e are going to meet 

at 12:15 . 

Q Will you comment on Governor Lehman's announced i ntent ion of run­

ning for the seat vaca ted by Senator Copeland? 

THE PRESIJ:jENT: No, and I will t ell you why : Those up a t Albany and 

Hyde Park know tha t I have been absolutely jammed the past t wo 

days preparing a speech and s i gnint; bill s . I have had very 

little chance even to read the papers . 

Q When do you expect tee speech to be ready? 

THE PRESI DENT: Expect what? 

Q To get copies of t he speech . 

THE PRESIDENT: About. four or five o' clock . 

481 
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Q Have you read Secretary Morgentbau's report on bank examinations? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. I think I have 1 t on the desk. 

Q Can you tell us your plans t or Wilmington? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am going up tomorrow afternoon -- no, Sunday atter-

noon to Wilmington to spend the night with Mr. and Mrs ~ Eugene 

Dupont and on Monday morning I am going to motor from there down 

t o the Rock where they all l anded -- I mean the SWedes, not the 

Duponts. (Laughter) 

Then there will be some speeches of welcome and so forth, 

a.nd then I am going right back to t he train as fast as I possibly 

can and go through to Poughkeepsie in the hope of seeing the last 

two races. When I get to Poughkeepsie I am going to get on board 

and go right out to the middle of the stream in the hope of see-

ing the Junior Varsity and the Varsity Races. 

Q. Will there be any advance on your Wilmington speech? 

THE PRESIDENT : I suppose so; I have not thought of it yet . I will 

try to get .something. 

Q. There has been talk of a special session in the fall. Have you any 

comment to make on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Wait until you hear my speech tonight. 

Q. Will thet enlighten us? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q Any comment you care to make on the New York spy inquiry -- espionage? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , I think so . r. have been a good deal disturbed by 

that because it raises a fundamental double question in reletion 

to the Press . Perhaps I should not say "the Press" because there 

is only one syndicate involved in this particular thing. The issue 
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18, trankly and squarely, an iaaue of patriotiem and ethics can-

bined . As I understand the. tacta, a Government employee in the 

pursuance of his regular duty, unearthed a gxeat deal of intorma-

tion relating to foreign spi es 1n this country . Well, that is a 

pretty serious thing . It was information w~ich seemed to call tor -

criminal action on the part of the Government . The Department of 

Justice undertook that crilnin.al action. This Government employee, 

having obtained all of the details on which the presentment to a 

grand jury would be based , and before the grand jury had taken 

any action and before the trial, resigned from the Government 

service and within fifteen minutes signed a syndicate contract 

MR . :::ARLY: (interposing) Not before the grand jury . 

TEE PRESIDENT: Not before the grand jury but before the trial -- thereby 

in a very serious case relstine to the national defense possibly 

jeopardizing the cr~inal pr osecution by the Gove~nment . 

I am not talking about the law of his case , I am t~lking 

about the patriotism and the ethics; first, of a Government employee 

doing that, and secondly, any ne,·lspaper undertaking to syndicate 

information of that kind. 

I t hink tha t i s t he proper way to present tl:i ~ particular 

problem that faces the Government of the Unitec Stutes todey. 

I think tl::;.t is all the cornrent that could be made . 

~ There is a report out of Berlin this mornir.g that Ambassador Vlilson 

visited the foreign office in connecticn with the spy inquiry. 

I wonder if you had any advance advice on that? 

~ PRESit~~: I cannot t ell you because I have not seen any State 

Departx:ent dispatches since Saturday morning . There may be sane-



thing in them. Did you ask them over there? 

Q In the light ot these recent developments, do you think the Arm, and 

Navy and their Intelligence Unite should have more money and more 

men tor counter espionage? 

THE PRESIDENl': Yes, I think so, frankly. Both the Arury and Navy In­

telligence have been held down pretty low on tunds. 

Q Do you mean by that answer, sir, to approve activities of counter 

espionage? 

'l'HE PRESIDENT: What do you mean? Do you mean running down spies in 

this country? That is what I mean by counter espionage. I think 

( we ought to have more money for that purpose. 

MR. STORM: Thank you , hir . President . 
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THE PRESIDENT: Doris (Miss Fleeson), how are you? I am glad the big 

boy lets you sit down . 

Q (Miss Fleeson) Better than at the Nelson House. 

THE PRESI DENT : It must be over run. 

Q (Miss Fleeson) Yes , it is. 

THE PRESIDENT: Here is the oldest (indicati ng Mr. Joseph Early, of 

t he Brooklyn Eagle) . I t hink you and I s tarted together almost 

a t the first session. 

:t (Mr. Early) It v:s.s my first ass ignment and you gave me a good many 

stori6s for the fir~t page on the ~ena torial fight . 

T~ PRESIDEt11' : January, 1911 . You woul d never know it to look at him. 

Q (Mr. Early) Thank you -- gray hair ~nd things of that sort . 

t! \'ihat can you do 1n the way of st ori es in 1938? 

THE P~SIDENT : I don't know . George (Durno) had a pretty good i dea . 

He was going t o come in here and say , "Thank "you , Mr. Presicient," 

and let it go a t t hat . (Laught er) 

Q t.er. Aubrey \\illiam$ made t he front page t his morning wi th some in-

terest ing ste t~ntents . 

THE PP.l'SIDENT: Did he? T hevf:ll ' t seen any papers except the Pough-

keepsie Eagle News . I want ed t o read ~:~ bout th e boat race and that 

i s all I have done . It was wicked we did not get t o see it. 

Q Terri ble. 

THF: PRFSIDENT: It did two t hings , 1 t proved t he supremacy of t he Navy 

and --

_, 
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Q. (1nterpoa1JI8) And .Banard. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENJ.': And Be.nard. 

Q. Are you building here? 

THE PRESIDEm': I don't know. It depends on the bids. 

Q. Have you signed any bills that we ought t o know about? 

470 -- 2 

THE PRESIDI!m': I have s igned twenty-two this morning. I guess Mac 

end Kannee will have a release on it. 

Q. Any comment on the Wage and Hour Bill? · 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't t hink so . I mentioned it in my speech Friday 

night. I think that covered it all right. I do think that next 

to the Social Security Act it i s the most important Act that has 

been passed in the las t two or three years . 

Q. Have you thought about appointing the Admini strat or yet? 

THE PRESIDE1~ : ~ot yet . I have e civil recommendati on . I hope t o 

appoint an Administrator before I leave but that is one appoint­

ment I am not dead sure about. The bill does not go into effect 

for sixty days , you know, so I have t i me t o turn ar ound . 

Q How about t he Civil Aeronautics Authority? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am working on t hat. It is up t o 550 applications 

now. 

Q. How many are pol i ticians? 

THE PRESID:E:t.'T: Oh , I would say about a third . 

~ Row about our Judges? 

Tim PRESIDENT: They will come along in driblets . 

MF. Mcintyre: I am not convinced as t o what "politici ans" covers . 

THE PRESIDENT: Work it out with Doris (~iss Fleeson). (Laughter) 

Q. In the morning papers t here i s a story from \~ashington in whi cb 1 t 

I I 
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says that WPA is goi.Dg to booat ita rolle troll 2, 700,000 to 

3,150,000, thereby adding 400,000. Those figures are approximate. 

Is t here going to be any concerted start of the spending lending 

money? 

THE PIID3IDENr : With V.'PA? Yes. 

Q Are the other agencies going to tie in? 

THE PRESIDENT: or course you know about PWA. They are going as fast 

as they possi bly can and those are the two major things. CCC 

will be up to its new number on the first of July - - the new en-

rollees. 

~ What is that number? 

THE PRlSID~~: 350,000 , is it not? 

?.ffi. lt!c!Nl'YP.E: Vie can t ap down on that . 

Q Was t he dat e July fi rst, eir? 

THE PRESIDENr: Yes . 

~ Is it correct t o say t hat July first is the start of t hi s , and t hat 

they will all shove off t oget her ? 

THE PRESID~: As far as it i s h•wsnly possible . 

Q Yes . 

Q On that r elief pi ct ure , i f it does not seem too naive , how should 

our r elief policy be stated? Many people are asking , 11J.joes the 

Government owe t hem --" 

THE PRESIDENT: (int erposing) I should say this, that the object of 

work relief es distinguished from the dole is to give wages for 

work instead of just enough money to keep body and soul t ogether 

without work . During the past six months there has been an in-
..• 

creasi ng - - perhaps that is not fair because it brings it down 
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a l ittle bit l ate, t he increase t ook pl ace bet ween last October 

and thi s April -- an incr ease t o such numbers t hat exi sting funds 

did not make i t poss i ble to take car e of every able- bodied person 

who was able t o work , t o take car e of t hem with wor k. 

Now, this addit ion of approximat ely 400 ,000 will take car e 

or a large part of that addit i onal number of able- bodied cit izens 

who can work and f or whom we did not have enough money befor e. 

Q I had in mind a more fundament al thing . ·There used to be a favorite 

. stat ement with some people that the Government has no obligation 

to any of theee peopl e . 

THE PRESI DENT : It i s a continuing policy and th~re are two perfectly 

def ini t e schools of thought. One i s to give them wages for work 

to a sufficient extent t o keep them going j.n as decent a way as 

we can affor d t o do , and t he other school of thought is mere..Ly t o 

give t hem enough ~oney for food and cl othi nr,, without asking t hem 

to work f or it . 

~ :.aght it not be called a sort of continuing emergency propos! tion·? 

I mean, you will probabl y ah 1ays h:lve tbem with you end they will 

probably always have t o be t aken car e of . 

THE .PR::.si DENl' : I would not put 1 t t hat v.ay because you are only s t at-

ing a third of the problem a quart er of the problem. It is 

for deeper t han that . Technol ogy , or what ever you choose t o call 

1t , economics , some people say 1t i s the r esult of the World War , 

ot her people say it i s the result of new needs of civili zation , 

other people stress the new ma chinery by whi ch you can turn out, 

with the same amount of labor, twice as much goods as you did 

eighteen or twenty years ago -- they ere causes and all are .con-
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tribut1Jl8 factors. In n-ery civilized country t here is more Wl­

employment than n-er befor e 1n history -- world history. Now, 

t hat is t he simple tact and no country has devised a permanent 

way, a permanent solution of giving work t o people i n the depres­

sion periods as well ae in the boom periods. The only method de­

vised so far t hat seemed to giv e lOo% of relief, or near ly so , is 

the method of going in for armaments , putting the unemployed t o 

work manufacturing goods whi ch have no permanent capital value 

goods which do not reproduce wealth. And of course everybody 

knows that while t hat may work for a year or two years or a few 

years, it is by no mea.ns the permanent solution of the problem 

and we are all groping and trying to find a way of doing it with­

out the use of armament s . 

0. libat do you think of the r ecollll!lendati on made , I believe , by t he 

National Resources Cownittee for a reservoir publi c works pr ogram, 

with the pr ojects all set up :.mJ 8l)J.Jroved , which you could let out 

almost immediately? 

THE PRESID~~ : That i s one of the answers but not the only permanent 

answer , and t hat par ti cular answer has been used with very great 

effect in Sweden whi ch , however, is a very small compact country. 

~ I t worked t o a certain extent on t his program , di d it not ? 

THE PRESIDENT: And , of course, we are, to a certain extent , using it 

here at the present time. The di fference has been over here that 

we did apply that method in 1933, 1934 and 1935, but in the process , 

when it was working in 1935, 1936 and 1937, we di d not pay off the 

cost of it, but the Swedes did . 

Q How did they do that ? 
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THE PRISID!Nl': In other words, in tillle ot pr osperity the Swedee l aid 

aside enough in Government r evenue t o pay t or the t hings they di d 

in the period ot depression. 

Q Do you think t hat experience ill worth emulating in this country? 

THE PRESIDENt' : Well , i t i s being s t udi ed . 

Q To go back t o the s t a tement you made a l ittle bit ago regarding 

armament s , can it be said or thought that our new armament pr o-

gram has something t o do wi th rehabilitation? 

THE PRESIDENT: Relatively very l i ttle, Claude (Mahoney) because , if 

you will remember t he figures I used t hree or four months ago 

about the armament figures in some of the countries of Europe, 

they ran as high as 45% or 50% of the national i ncome. Well , a t 

that time , our armament f igures were about 12%. With the new 

program I should say, gs a guess , -- I have not checked -- t he , 

armantent percentage of our Government expenditures may run as 

high as 15% or 16%. Therefore, it is not t o be compared with 

t he economic result in those count ries where they are spending 

45% or 5o%. 
' 

Q ldr . President, would you like t o comment a t all for our l ocal Press 

on Miss Rundall 's visit with you? 

496' 

Tlffi PReSIDENT: ~rs . Rundall came in to give me the report on the school 

problem in the t own of Hyde Park , the north end of t he town ot 

Poughkeepsie and the east end of the town of Clinton. You have 

probabl y seen it ; I think it has been published . 

I read it over and she asked me i f I would see some of t he 

trust.ees or the different district s on Friday corning. They are 

comi ng at halt past t en on Friday and I pointed out to Mra. Rundall 
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that this year we han thle Public Works program with grants al­

lowable up to -- what? t7oo,ooo,ooo or t7~0,000,000, something 
. 

like that, but that the applications already in, many ot which 

have been approved, are going to use that up pretty tast. Tnere 

is a dead line which i s about, as I remember it, about sixty days.· 

49 

It is going t o be a pretty tough thing. Apparently nobody realized 

in this county that there was a P.W.A. program, but othet counties 

in the United States, 3100 other counties, did and they got their 

applications in. That is not 1n criticism of Dutchess County but 

just a ·tact. 

Q By the way, you made a statement and since you made that statement 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Spratty (Mayor Spratt of Poughkeepsie) 

got busy. 

Q Is there anything you can tell us about your itinerary across the 

country? There have been quite a number of queries from cities 

e.long the line. 

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing new beyond what I gave you the other day . 

Q Anything beyond Pueblo, Coloredo? 

THE' PRESIDEl\"T: We are going through Salt Lake but I think it is in 

the middle of the night. 

Q Ar e we going to Lake Crescent? (Laughter) 

THE PRFSID:Et-.'T: We are going up into the Yosemite. Can I te..ke care of 

you there? 

~ I don 't know. I will see the Colonel (St arling). He will take care 

of me. 

THE PRESID~'T: There i s one 11ttle lake up there ; tbe ice forms over-

night. 
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Q I slept in it. (Laughter) 

Q A:re you seeing anybody i n the next day or so that we ought t o know 

about? 

TBE PRES IDEm': No , Mrs. Rundall's school trustees are coming in on 

l"riday. I don 't t hink there is anybody else scheduled. 

Q Mr. Kennedy (Ambassador to Great Britain) is not coming back? 

THE PRESI DEN!' : No . 

Q He sails tomorrow. 

THE PRESID~~: He sails tomorrow. 

0. A f ew weeks ago fifty-five members of a college faculty sent a 

petition to you calling for an administrative policy with respect 

t o Spain. Have you made any reply to them? 

THE PRESIDENT: I can only tell you in the utmost secrecy, if you 

promi se not to use it . I did not know that I got it . (Laughter) 

MR . MciNl'YRE: You got it. 

THF. PRESIDENT: ~hat did you do with it? 

MR . MciNTYRb: It was one of s i x hundred . 

THF. PRESIDEm' : I think it was mislaid in the malls , 

Q (Mr . Durno) Thank. you , Mr. President . I am a little late on that . 

Q Mr . President , can we look for the appointment of an Ambassador t o 

ruoscow vri thin the next -·-· 

THE PRESIV~~T : (interposing) That is one of the things I am goi ng to 

talk to the Secretary of State about next Monday . I have not done 

a thing about 1t and if I get tinte before I l eave , I will look over 

t hese (indicating) -- look over the bids for t his little cottuge 

on top of the hill end maybe I can give you a story -- I hope so . 
' 

And maybe on Thursday or Friday -- what dey i s today? -- maybe 

on Thursday or Friday I can take you up t o t he top of the hill and 
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show you where it is going up. --
Q Di d you sket ch the plena yourself? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes. What I did was t draw t he plan and Henry To0111be 

did t he real job. I have t o be about t hat because I haven' t 

the license t o practice srcbitectu e in this State. 

Q There are a lot of us here who are g ad to hear you ask what date it 

is because we are having the eame trouble. (Laughter) 

Q (Mr. Storm) Vie assume , Claude (Nu-. ift.Slloney) , you were speaking for 

yourself. (Laughter) 

(End of Press Conference) 
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