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CONFIDJ.<t-n'IAL 
Pr~ss Confarence #471 , 
A.t thP ~ite of the PrAsidAnt ' s new home , 

Hyde Perk, r ew York , 
July 1 , 1938, 2 . 30 P . Y, . 

THl PRESIDEl1I': iU ght there , t hat little vista (indiceting) i s the 

north of the Cntskill Re.nt;;e . This (ind icating ) 1!:1 the sout, of 

t hP. CPtskill. Thi s (inc1i cetin~ ) is t he Sh~WADf:Wlk, tlU'out;h t~ere . 

That ( ir. .i1ct;ti!'Jt' ) , south tnrout:h tl:v~ fielcl is the Hudflon Highlands 

ancl l!Ort her."'t, b<~ cl\ l1ere , is t he Berkshires . I ca11 actuslly see 

. \ 
" 

ir.t t• Connect icl.t ur.rl ::.os::;echucettt~ . 

:rol': ci 111 y<'u pit~k thi~ varti <:u l&r site? 

•n lr qhl~ tc buy it la st year . 

Tirr r·:~! :::!.!.:}·::'1' : ::o , that is: just n0::th oi' it . 

T'IJ ,->~~~ SJ!'.~~ ~T : Fift y F c :·~s t l;ls :i' e~-r ur..-: titeor•, 

CfJ'llfl ,.,eros~ , i s a hun:!ret {•h(~ tv:enty o..:c ... e&. . 

jr_ 

" 
... !' • . Prer:ic.eni. , bcvr yc>u SP.t & c:ir. t (' f':l ~ .. recejv j n_; 

fll\1: t. l:~ cunt :.":\'1.1>1' i::: -m u.~ joi.• t.•Juey . 

'l':!I' Pi\!f;Ir:}"!'!J' : .,·1 5 ,000 . 

t.i!:! t. ri~>l o·J you just 

bi~~? 



put 1n there about e hundred and titt.j J•n 810 to kMp the 

cattle in and I am juat using the field atODe out ot tboae walla. 

~ Is t herf! enough there? 

THE PRLSIDENT: Oh 1 yea . It will take about halt e mile ot wall. 

o. Whena o you think it will be reedy tor occupancy? 

THI: PR!:SU.E:-11': About November 1 when 1 t will be closed up. 

~ Ready for the housev:arllling? (Lauehter) 

~ i':e will be up here I:l.e ct1 on Dey 1 r.eady to oelebrete . 

'T'_ trr p :>' ... I r = m • ru ... ... J _ .1;4\ .l • ',\e may do t hat. 

That is t he front porch (1ndlcat1ne) where those strings a re 

1.1n<l you ~·re st~ 11d ing in the living room . 

l; I·N: you (;Oi nt; t o clear out s ny of these trees? 

T,,... .,.....,.,..,,..ID"'"'"" • " • ..J .. : \ •• , J.,. ... .. J • • 1 es , just like t his (in~ 1cet1ne ) . 

( Ano down t here? 

TI!r P:ll.SI I:E??l' : They are open i ns 1 t up just e:raduelly , onll' one tree 

at t~ t l me, so it won ' t t ake t oo n.uch . 

Then , over t her e 1 at the f~<rther strin~ t>.re the tV/o bedroo8·as 

,,n,l these stri rabs ft r e t he k i tchen Ann pantry . That is all t !J.ere 

i s . 

~ All on one floor? 

'1' • 0 . PllliZI Dl!..'\?1' : Yes . 

r.. Ycu 6o not r ecall tbe dimens i ons? 

' The r ooms or e awfully small , ell t>Xoept t h e living 

r oom, and that i s awfully bi g. 'l'he liviD£ rnom is 34 x 22. You 

see , t hat is the only. r oom t here is. That. i s the dining room and .. 
11 Vint: room ( CODibined ) • 

~ Fi replace i n both? 



THE PRESI DENT : One big f ireplace on the middle of one wall. 

Q. How high i s this , Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: 410 feet above the river. 

Q Who owned this property and whom did you buy it from? 
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THF. PRES! DEl\'T : It was my neighbor , Mr. Newboldt , but I boueht it from 

his neighbor . 

Q What are you going to name it? 

THF PRESID~~: I think Dutchess Hill . This hill up here (indicating ) 

is known as Dutchess Hill. Don ' t le13ve out the "t ". 

i~ There is a spider on you , Fred (Storm) • 

Tim PRESIDENT : Don ' t hurt him . It is bad luck . 

Q. Wer~ t !lere any Pouehkeepsie b i ud ers on the job? 

THE PRI:SIDTh'l' : Yes, two, but they were not quite low enough. 

~ Do you know who they were , i:f I may a sk? 

THZ PftESIDENT : I have forgotten . 

Q \'.'h3t is the architecture of the cottage? 

Tf!C PP.rsr:,o:r: Old Ifuoson River Dutch. The f r ont roof sort of eAses 

out over tht> porch in a curve. The po!'ch is reaLly a continuation 

of thE' roof. 

Q Who i s the arcilittJct? 

Tffio: PilESI.:il!l~: I WP.S anrl I hFtd an associHte , Mr . Henry Toombs , but 

his name ht1cl to go on the plens beca use I have 'not t£Ot a 1 icense 

to pr actice . 
., 

~ He is from \.erut Sprinc>s , is he not? 

TilE PRESIDF1'11': Yes . Vtell , he h:.ls an office ir. Ne" York end au office 

in Atlanta and An office in Viarm Spriuss . 

MR . ~.1ciNTY\ill : \\ill it be possible to set e copy .:>f t he plAns for t he 

00 



471 -- 4 

photographers? 

THE PRESI DENT : I asked Henry Toombs to make a l ittle eket oh end he 

will probably have it by the time we get beck and then , by the 

time we get beck , the walla will be about half' way up end , if 

you went e story, they can get a picture and a photograph of' t he 

walls . 

Q I a t here going to be a cellar? 

THE PRESI DENT : Only b i g enough fo r a heater. 

~ Will t here be outdoor ptcnic gr ounds? 

THE PRESI DENT: I think s o . 

Q, Will you have a swimming pool up here? 

THE PRFSI DENT: Oh, nn; we need one . 

Q. 'tihe::o is t he \·:ell? 

THF. P!lESI DEl\'I' : Ri eht over t :wre , by the house . \',e FP:lt rlovm 180 feet 

and got ver y e;ood WP.t er . 

Q, I s t hat on a rteshm well'? 

THE P.RESI !J F.NT : Y t: s . 

(t II0\'1 f>J. r is it f r on: the :> th~l' cot t Hges? 

THE PRESIDD~: About three quarters of a mile . 

·~ Hov; are you soi nG t 1 keep the reed open i n the v.int er? 

THI:. PRESIDENI' : That probl em h~s not beer: Hscu:o.sed ,jet . 

r, And t here i sn ' t eoin~ t o be a t elephone out here? 

THE PRI:SIDF.i•'l.': Ri gllt . l'o . 

• 

;"'~ IIP.. rkness ( referrill!3 t o 1.1r . Richar d Hsrkness of t he Philurl elphill In­

qui rer) snd I were c,mfused ; maybe we clon ' t know. An Artesi an 

well i s e flol':i ne well , 1 s i t not ? 

THE Prtl'SI:)D.'T: No , t nis \~ell does not flov: . I t comes t o about 15 feet 
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from the surface. It is a bored well. It is 180 teet deep 

through solid rock. Whether it is artesian or not , I do not know. 

Q The artesian wells I knew were self-flowing and just pi ped out. 

~HE PRESIDENT : You had better look at it in the d ictionary. I do not 

know whether artesian wells flow or not . 

Q (Mr. Storm) Can we have a little Press Conference here , now? 

THE PRESIDE:t-."T: Sure , what do you know? 

Q We would like to know whether you would give us an i tinerary of the 

western trip today . Mac Ot.r. Wlcintyre) tol d us it is in shape 

end it would help us . 

THE PRESIDENI' : It i s all right, if Mac woulrt show 1 t t o me first. 

(ThP. stenoe;ra.phP.r was dire.ctecl to produce the draft of itinerary . 

While he was so engaged one of the reporters asked a question 

with -respect P . v; . A. sllotments.) 

THE PRESI DE1'1!' : They have to the fi rst of Septe.11ber to get their a.p-

plications in ani! then the~' have to be in a posi tlon t o start t he 

v;ork before the first of .January. 

HR. iooiciNTYRE: I think we will hr;ve t o chenee the da t e for t he Fleet 

Revi ew . Fred (Storm) end some of t he boys put it on the f ifteenth 

end we have got to back them up . 

TID.: PRESIDENT : I would have t o consult v;ith t he Commander in Chief of 
• 

t he Fleet first . 

Did this old sailor put them (the Fl eet) up . in the Yosemite 

in llis story? 

!1.'\ , ~.~cll\1TYRE : I hav e not seen t hat one . 

Q. (Mr . Storm) I fi gured it out that v.•e go t o Yosemit e on the fo urte ent h 

a nd review the Fleet on t he fift eent h ann then head do\\n the line 
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on the sixteenth. 

THE PRESIDENI': The new plan is to put t hem in the new Hetoh Hetohy 

Lake. 

Q I hav e an inquiry on that. I t says San Francisco is asking if there 

is anything from you replyi ng t o Mayor Rossi on Hatch Hetchy. Ap­

parently there is a complaint to you about Secretary Ickes defer­

ring further grants on this power project . 

THE PRESID~~ : You will heve to ask them do"~ there (meaning to wire 

Via shingt on) • 

Q This is \•:hat is called a double check , M{)c ( ~!r . 1-'icintyre) (refer ring 

to t he f1:1ct that he had asked Mr. :,:cintyre the same question be­

fore) . 

MR. i\1ciNTYflli : As lone ns it \'!a s not a doubl e cross , (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT' : Mac (r.:r . :.;cinty-.c--:1) , at Okl1:1horna City there a r e two 

pl:lces , the stadium nnd the f a ir e;rounds . V.hich is it? 

M..Q. !.lciNTYRE: It i s t hP f a ir groun·:.s . 

TIIE P?.E'SI:Jll!:T: I coulo not heve done it bet ter myself. 

(,; (r.il- . Storm) A jud0 eship for you t her e , after t hat. (Referrine to 

Kannee) 

Q District Police J'uoge. (Laughter) 

MR . ~ciNTYHE: You a re not ready to atulOUllC€' that . 

Q. I noticed that copper went up to 9~ cents e pound . All the mines 

f:\re closed . \',ould yQu ca-re t ~' cor.unent on th~t? 

THE PRl'~SIDD~: No . 

~ l!Rve you any pl>~ns f or the Fourt h of J'uly? 

THE' PRESIDENI' : \', or•k . 

Q. .All day? 

0 
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THE PRESIDENr: No holiday for me . I have four dRys down there , Mon-

day, Tuesday, ~ednesday and Thursday , and we will t ry to make some 

appointments . I am going to have a bad four days . 

Q If my wife heard I was working , she would say I was taking a runout . 

THE PRESIDl!l-.'r: All night, we will give you a workout on July fourth. 

~ By the way, we have l ocal appointments do~n there? 

THE PRESID:El-lT : I t hink I have s i 13ned or vetoed every bill. 

~ I have a query here , t oo . Someone wants t o know if you want a new 

tv1ount Rushmor e Memori al Commi s sion? 

THE PRkSID~ : Not yet . 

c;. Getting ba ck to t hi s Gettysburg addr ess v.e v· .. ert:' t alking about yes-

t er day , i s it goine to be 252 wor ds lont· , l ike Lincoln 's? 

THE PRESI DENT: t-:o . I WOUl •l say, at 8 guess , i t 'I: ill be about ten 

mi nntes 01' les::; t han t~6t. 

1-m. ~crm.'YRE: It 1••i ll be El br i ef address . 

r, Torn H<>aly , who used t ::> bP. a V:hite House report er, wr,:s telling ~; ;e 

~.me time t hl'l t t hey seut him up t o Gettysburg in 1917 t 0 c0ver t he 

Fi ft iet h Anniversa~t --

T:HI' Pai·SI DF:TJI': (int er po!::ine } \'. ere the vet er ans t her e then? 

Q ThP. vet erans ' · being spr yP.r the:::~ t nAn they a r e nov:, the" reenacted • 

the Pi cket t cha r ge , t hP i deP v:ss t o 1;et up t o little R:mnd Top, 

where t lle stone well \' IH~, r.nci. Rt ~p Pnu f'hl'lkfl hands . Some of t he 

veters ns sta rted t •.' c1i :llh <:- V"r t ht; \';nll end the Uni on men s " i d , 

"You nev er got over there ," and they Ft arte<J t o pick ing up rocks 

(and t hr owi ne tilem} an•:l t hey hF.d to cAll out t he police . 

Q ( ~~r . Trohan } I hat e to spoil a s t o !'Y , from en eyewitness , but t hey 

di d get over the rocks . 
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THE PRESI DENI': Yes, you remember it . 

Q (Yr. Trohan) I was there. (Laughter) 

THE PRESI DENT: Are t he brakes on the cars good? It is a terrible hill 

her e . You will have t o go doVIn on t he brakes • 

• 



OONrimN!'W. 
Preaa Oonterenoe 6472, 
Exeoutln otfioea ot the White Bouse , 
J'u.ly 5 1 1938, 4.05 P.M. 

THE PRESIDENl': There 1a a large cr owd t oday and good news . 

Q (Mr . Storm) Ther e is a bi g cr owd out ther e . 

THE FRESim.:Nr: And still they come. 

MR . DONAI.t:BON: All i n. 

THE PR!SIDENr: Any news? 

Q Mr. President , would you wish to make any general expression or 

comment regarding the visit to Washington or the Swedish Mia-

sion, the Pri nce and others? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have done that all publicly . 

Q. Anything on the Aviation Commission? 

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing yet. Probably, by not going to bed between 

now and Thursday night , I will have some appointments to announce. 

Q. Will you have some judgeships yet? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know . 

Q \'lages and Hours? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know yet . I will have to sit up all night. 

Q Are you c~nsidering the name of Jerome Frank for a judgeship? 

·THE PRESIDENT: I haven't the faintest idea. 

Q The Star said you have. 

THE PRESIDENT: I am within four or five feet or recommendations 

tor judgeships , et cetera. 

Q Can you tell us about the visit or Br ownlow, Gulick and Merri am 

in connection with reorganization? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , that i s about all there was . It was in conneo-
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t1on with reorganization. I thillk it mould be made clear to 

eneybody -- I thiDk everybody mows it -- but we have to put 

the Executive Branch ot the Government on a business basis and 

undoubtedly it will be done. We don't want to wait another 

torty years. 

Q. Mr. President, have you heard tram Tydings, of Indiana? 

mE PRESIDmT: What happened? 

Q. Senator Van Nuys? 

THE PRESIDENI': I thought Tydings was from Maryland? 

Q. Governor Townserrd, after sending a telegram, made the observation 

that he expected there would be no opposition from the \'1hite 

House to the proposal to nominate Van Nuys. · 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not Jmow because I do not !mow anything about it. -
Q Do you think Governor McNutt does? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't the faintes.t idea. 

Q As head of the Democratic Party, how do you like the proposed nom-

ination of Senator Van Nuys? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: You had bette~consult an astrologer. 

Q Mr. President, a week ago Saturday the eight heads of the largest 

motio~ picture exhibitors came to see you. Did you discuss 

block bookings? 

THE PRESIDENT: Did not discuss anr specific part, only the general 

problem of law enforcement. 

Q Can you tell us some background as to what you proposed with respect 

to this conference that Mr. Mellett is holdi.ng today? 

THE PRESIDENT: I thought that was pretty well covered, was it not, in 

Lowell Mellett's announcement and my letter to them this morning. 
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. ' 
Has that been giTen out? 

" Yee. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there 1s anything more to add to tbat. 

" In Colorado Senator Johnson came out in support ot Senator Adams, 

saying that he did so because he understands yo~ --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Evidently he has been consulting an 

astrologer because I have not taken any part in it. I have not 

expressed an opinion. to anybody. Same old story. ( 

" Do you expect to express an opinion w1 th respect to Colorado? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't the faintest idea. I have given it no eon-

sideration whatsoever. So you cannot very well .build the story 

on that. That makes it difficult, does it not? (Laughter) 

Q May I revert to that reorganization for~ moment? The Brownlow 

report was very comprehensive and covered a great deal of 

ground. ~buy of the things in the report were acceptable to 

Congress and one or two were not. Viould you care to suggest 

anything along that line? Would you send up that report again? 

THE PRESIDENT: I would put it this way, that between the House bill 

and the Senate bill , as they finally came out, there was un-

do4btedly the possibility of gett~ng an exceedingly valuable 

reorganization law and that the country as a whole undoubtedly 
. 

wants a reorganization law. Vlliere it tell down i n the House 

was on a very simple thing. It was on a question of detail. 

The average person -- not all, by any means, but a very large 

number were in favor of the principle and in favor of ninety 

per cent of the details but did not like ten per cent. Each 

one was thumbs down on a different ten per cent so it is merely 

01 
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a question ot enrrboe!7 gett1118 together on it. That 1a tbat. 

Q Do you still thillk that the General Accountill8 ottice should be 

taken a'W&y trom ita pres_ent position in t he GoTernment and 

made part ot t he Treasury? That is, ita tunctiona? 

THE PRESIDENT: Nobody eTer recommended that, neither did I. 
I 

~ It i s not well stated , ot course , but do you still thi nk that the 

General Accounting Ottice should have i t s tuncti ons v er y lar gely 

changed? 

THE PRESIDENT: I never thought that . 

~ A great many people thought you did . 

THE PRESIDENT : No . In other words , there are t wo functions . 

Q. Yes , s i r . 

THE PRESIDEiVT: Two separate functions, and those t wo functions 

ought to be separ a t ed . There should be, first , the function 

of checki ng on current expenditures as they go along and, 

secondly , t here will be the Congressional function of checking 

on what has been done . That i s the easiest way of putti ng it . 

In other words, it is just like a corporation . At the end of 

the year, the corporation hires an outside firm of chartered 

accountants to go over all their books and say whether they 

are right or wrong 1 what changes should be made in their 

bookkeeping, what mi ght be changed in the course of the year . 

We want to do for the country exactly what every ot her corpora-

t ion i n the country does . You see , t hat i s a l ittle bit di f -

rerent . 

Q Yes, sir . 

Q I under stand you talked to Secretar y Sayre yesterday about the 
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Ph1lipp1nea report. Doea that 1D4ioate uy nn dnelopMnt or 

•• the report aublllitted to ,ou. 

THE PR!SD>ENT: Yea, t he report h very nearly read)' -- not quite 

yet, aa I unders tand it -- to be print ed but ita r elease will 

depend on the completion or t he printing j ob , and the Govern-

ment Printer is, as I understand i t , so jammed with wor k t hat 

I sent a note over yest er day that I hoped that when thi s re-

port i s r eady to go to him, wh i ch will be very soon, he will 

t ry t o get it printed so we can all have copies. 

Q Anything you can tell us about the effor ts to stimulate exporta-

t i on of wheat? 

THE PRESIDE~~: I do not know. I have not heard a word on that for 

about three weeks . I have not talked to anybody about that . 

Q Have you an opi nion f rom the Attorney General about a man i n 

Michigan convicted of murder and sentenced to die? 

THE PRESIDENI' : I have got t o speak from memory . I got a report 

and word has been sent to the Governor of Michigan yesterday 

that our understanding i s that l.!ichigan has a death penalty 

and our -- this is all from m~ory -- and our Federal statut es 

r equire that where a state has a death penalty, that t he death 

penal ty of a Federal prisoner oust be inflicted within that 

state , that we cannot remove the prisoner to another state 

-
except f r om a stat e which ha s no death penalty . I think that 

i s the probl em. 

~ Was that conveyed to Governor Murphy? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . Yesterday I sent a letter . 

Q Anything new on t he Ambassador ship to ~~oscow? 



'l'BE PRESIDENT: Rot yet. 

Q Mr. President, do you intend t o v1ait in South American countries 

on your cruise t o t he Paciric? 

'!HE PRESIDml': No, only the Galapagos Ielanda. 

Q Can you tell us of anything you specifically t alked about with the 

TVA directors today? 

THE PRESIDENT: We talked over the general s ituation of goi ng ahead 

with current works and also we discussed the negotiations that 

are going on between the directors and the Comconwealth and 

Souther:t . ThE:rE: ill nothine; to be given out on that at the 
.......... 

present time because it might hurt the negotiations . 

Q Any discussion of the new directors for TVA? 

THE PR~IDENI': Not yet . 

Q Can you tell us where you will land on your return from the trip? 

THE PRESIDENT: I hope Pensacola . I haven ' t been to Pensacola in 

tVIen ty-five years. 

Q Are you going do?m to the San Blas Islands? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . If I went there I would take you with me . (Laughter) 

~ I have got it all fixed up . I don ' t want to go back. 

~dE PRESIDENT: That is where they have the blondeindians . (Laughter) , 

Q Well, the last time I was there I did not see any blondi. (Laughter) 
I' 

Q Is the Cocos Island still in? 

THE PRESIDENT: . Yes, on the way back from Galapagos . 

Q Are you going to Warm Springs? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q '1/hat place i n South Carolina will you visit? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know if we are even stopping there. We have 



not sot that tar. 

Q Do JOU plan to apen4 llDY time 1n Warm Springe? 

'lEE PRESIDENT: Get there in the morning and leave there late that 

nieht. 

Q Will the United States give any detini te plan to the Retugee Con-

terence, conTening in :Prance t0111orrow at the instigation of 

this Government? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know; I cannot answer. You had better ask 

the State Department . I think they have hea.rd on the question 

ot a plan trom Mr. Myron Taylor but I am not sure . 

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President • 
. 

THE ffiFSIDDIT: Everythirlg a11 quiet. I hope you have a good time 

while I am away. Happy holiday. 

-



NOTE: 

Press 'conferences Nos. 473 and 474 were held while en route 

acroes the Isthmus or Panama, one aboa.rd !ilip and the other on the 

tra1n . A~ . Learson reports that both of these Press Conferences 

were over 'before he was not1t1ed, consequently no transcr1pt 1s 

available. 

\ 

1..... 



C<ID'IDERTIAL 
Press Conference #475, 
Aboard the u.s.s . HOUSTON i n Pensacola Harbor, 
Tuesday, August 9 , 1938, about 3.00 P.M. 

THE PRESIDENT: Here is t he old crowd . Glad to see you. Fred, (Storm) 

d1d you have a good fl ight? 

Q (lt!r. Storm) A gr and fl1ght. 

r THE FRESIDENT: Well, I don't know a.nything that you don • t imow. 
"' I 

c-
1 

~ You know lots of things we would like to know. 

THE PRESID:FNT: I think the most i nteresting thing -- I will tell you 
[$e.\-..,...," it] 

what you might do, here is a suggestion: See Dr . Schmldt before 

he leaves the ship to give you a story. He can read t o you his 

preliminary report that he has made on various things that he 

discovered with the aid of the sh ip's company. He has made a 

really remarkable collection of all kinds of marine inverte-

brates and animals . l'fe have on board two ki ds--- goats , I meant 

that kind of kids - - descended fro1n Commodore Porter ' s goats that 

he released on James Island in 1813. They are the ship ' s mascots . 
{3,.~.,. ;~ 

And Dr . Schmidt also has a live iguana and a live hog and two l i ve 

snakes. And we think we have discovered quite a number of other 

new specimens of fish and other things that they have never known 

in that particular habitat before . The ice boxes are filled with 

a complete collection of all kinds of thin.ge in bottles and on ice . 
[S., ... ...:~ 

Dr . Schmidt is shipping them right through to the Sm.ithsonian 

tonight . 

Really , it has been very successful from his point of 

view. It has added material to the National fuUseumecollections 

and for a scientist to be completely satisfied with what he has 



found 1a pretty good eTidenoe tiat he wae euooeaatul. 

Q Do rou want t o say aeything about the results (ot the election) 

up in Kentuo)(y? · 

THE PRESIDENT: No. It 18 about what I expected. 

Q Mr. President, have you completed the two speeches that you are 

going to make at Athens and --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, I completed one and I am about 

halt way through the other . 

Q When may we expect to have them? Could you g ive us any hint as 

to what we should expect? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q Wi ll you stop i n South Carolina on your way up? 

~ PP~SI~T: I think I will go out on the train platform and say, 

~ow do you do?" bef or e we go to bed . That wi ll be Spartanburg 

or probably Greenville . 

~ I have a query as to your plans up at Huron . non •t you go t here 

in September sometime -- l.:ichigan? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no; I have no plans. I have var ious invitations 

but I won 1 t make any plans for another two we~ks . I have not got 

any plans except up to the nineteenth of J.ugust . I will go up on 
' 

the seventeent~ to Kingston (Ontario) to the Univer sity and motor 

over to the Thousand Islands Bridge , dedicating it in the after-

noon with the Premier, getting on the train at Clayton and gettins 

to Hyde Park the morning ot the nineteenth. 

Q Do you plan to stay at Hyde Park any length of time? 

THE PRESIDENT : Probably ten daf8~~ 

Q Speaking of Eyde Park, have you decided whether you will remain in 



W&llhington tram the twelfth to the aennteenth or so to lf1cle 

Parlc? -

TBE PRESIDENT: I do not know, George (Mr. Durno) but I will 'Pf'Obably 

stay 1n 1'1aah1ngton. There 1a an awtul lot of stutt to sign. I 

have been approving a great many ot Mr. Hopkins' projects by 

radio and now I have got to make good . 

Q Have you any comment to make on the Japanese-Russian situation? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not got anything that you have not got . 

~ Do you have any coument to make on permanence tor the Pensacola 

Naval Air Station? There has been something said in the past 

that there might be divisions transferr ed to Uiami or other 

places? 

THE PRESID~~: I never heard of it . It is a perfectly grand station . 

You know I am the Godfather of it; I reopened it 1n 1914. 

Q You do not know of any proposed transfer of any division of it 

elsewhere? 

THE PRESIDENI' : No, not that I have heard of. 

Q Any luck down in New Providence? 

THE PRESIDENT : No; very little fishing . It is a terribly interesting 

place . They climbed up to Sir Henry Korgan ' s Fort, the old Spanish 

fort . ·::e came ashore and saw the inhabi ta.nts . I t is one of the 

most beautiful islands I have ever seen . 

Q Thnt is not in the Bahamas? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, it is off the coast of Costa Ri ca and Nicaragua, 

way out at sea , and belongs to Colombia. Colombia owns two 

islands up ther e . The other i s San Andres . There ere about two 

thousand people on Providencia and about three thousand people 



on San Andrea. They ralae coconuts and cattle aDd all k1D4e ot 

truita. They are aelr-sustaining and a ney interesting c CI!!!!!m­

ity. Many or them undoubtedly d escended from the old Buccaneers . 

Q We made en 85-mile drive into the i nter ior or Panama, up to a 

beach called La Vant a , where the Army has just started to build 

a new air field. 'I was amazed at the cattle industry of the 

country • 

. THE P!USIDENT: It is perfectly tremendous. That is one of the things 

down there that I talked with the President of Colombia about 

three or four years ago . It is such a good cattle country when 

you get above 2 , 000 or 3 ,000 feet that it would be possible to 

raise all the beef that is sold to the ships coming through the 

Canal, instead of bringing in the beef fr~~ thousands of miles 

away. 

Q They could find a ready market for it to the ,trmy in Panama . 

THE PRESIDEnT: Yes, and of course practically every ship going through 

the Canal buys some fresh supplies . 

Q h~ost of us have not seen you s i nce you left San Diego . Any reaction 

from your western trip at all? 

T!{l; PRESIDENT: No , only what has come over t he radio . 

Q Have you heard anyth1116 about how L1cAdoo is making out? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , only the stuff that came over the radio . Radio news 

which is mostly --

MR . Mci NTYRE: Mostly international affairs? 

THE PRESID~~: what company - - Transradio mostly. 

CAPTAIN ChLLAGHAN: It i s called Transradio Press , but we just pick 

that up, sir , uhen we run into it. ~e ship is not a subscriber 
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to the eenice. 

Q The Government puts out a s ervice f or tarine 

THE FRESimNT: (interposing) Occasi onally we pick up a U.P. story. 

Q Just occasionally, Mr. President? 

Q They get about, atter all. (Laughter) 

Q. Any preliminary message tor the people of Geor gia? They a r e rather 

exc ited up there, ae you know. 

'l'IE PRF.SI LEl\'T: Are they? (Laughter) 

Q Yes , s ir. 

TID. PRESIDE!fl': Are they really excited or only seid to be excited? 

~ They do not show it , of course . (Laughter) 

THE PHESID:Elfl' : \'fell, t he newspaper s have to live, you know . 

Q On t he two speeches in Georgia , could we know generally whether 

politics wi ll be ment ione<l or not ? 

THE P'r-.ESIDENT : Oh, I don ' t know . You see, they are not finished. 

They only have been v~itten in longhand and the f i r st process 

in fact , one is not finished . The first process i s for poor old 

Kannee to transcribe i t into c roueh draft anu then you cannot 

tell what I wi ll do to t he rouge draft. 

(\. ~.:ake i t rol.l£ber, r:r . Presi dent . (Le.uf)lter ) 

''-' 1'1111 you make advances? 

both on board . I take it I will be forced to give you an ad--
vanc e . I ar.~ £Oinp. to ha ve a bad time , They will be after me 

day and ni ght, 

Q He wanted to know i f the rouge draft of that Geo r gia speech would 

be rr.ade rougher when com:>leted? (Laughter ) 

• 
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Q Do you eXpect to see anybody at Warm Springe, any politicians 

or conferences or anything or that sort? 

THE PRESIDENT: Nobody at all. I am going to lunch with the l"ounda­

tion, with all the children , and probably dine with Dr. Boone, 

and then go back on board the train arter supper. 

Q When do you expect to see your new namesake? 

THE PRESIDEl\T: I don ' t know; I haven't the faintest idea. 

Q Any comment on the appearance of the Station (Pensacola)? 

THE PRESIDENT: Everything tells me that it is well kept up , 

Q -How was the fishing on this trip? 

THE PRESIDENT: Very good on this cruise . The whole Presidential Party 

made records and sixt y different varieties of fish were caught 

today. Some of them have not been identified yet . 

C. Any cocments on the general labor situation? 

THE PHESIDENT: Nothing at all . I have not had any news about any­

thing. 

Urt . STORM: Thank you, h~ . Pr esident . 



C\IUWLU. Pre•• Ooaterenoe#476; 
~outl~ ottloea of tha White Bouae, 
Aupat 16, 1938, 4.0'7 P.M. 

Q How do you do, llr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: How are all the boys? Glad to see you. 

Q It bas been a ·.ong time. 
'I 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes, it bas been a long time. Han you bad a good 

time, any holiday? 

MR. YOUNG: I took two weeks out 1n Santa Monica. 

MR. STCRM: Just looking OYer some ot his properties, Mr. President. 

(Laughter) 

MR. YOUNG: Oil properties. 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I thought it was orange groves. 

MR . DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PR!SIDENT: Well, I am glad -- I cannot say I am glad to be back 

(the outside t~perature was 96° ) but I am glad to see you all 

again. 

We have a new member or the White House family that SCIIIS 

ot you on the Coast met, CQ11ID8nder Dan Callaghan. stand up, 

Dan, and let th~ see you. You will all get to know him and 

Commander Callaghan can look you all over and report to me 

a.tterwards what he thinks . I can tell him now that you imprOYe 

on acquaintance. (Laughter) 

I do not think I have anything 1n particular. The United 

States Tariff Commission, in pursuance ot the general policy 

ot trying to get as many or the independent agencies under the 

Civil Service as possible ,has made an arrangement with the 

• 
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OiTU Se:nice C~a810D 1fh1oh w1ll pl&oe all ot 1h hitllmo 

noep~4 ·~t poaitiOila UD4er the ol&aaitie4 C1T11 8erT1oe. 

That 1e juat a •~P 1D the general 4ireoUCD. I think ther 

have a release on that OYer there. 

Q Ie that hitherto experts under the CiTil Senioe? 

'l'HK PRISIDBNT: Hitherto ucepted expert poeitiOile. They are now 

to be put under the Civil Service. 

Q Mr. President , have you anything to say about the torthc<111.1Dg 

primaries in New York where CongressllJill O' Connor ie running 

against Jim Fay? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I guess so. This is not collusive on the part 

ot Fred and myselt . (Laughter) I guessed that sCIII.ebody --

MR . STORM: As a matter ot tact, Mr. President, I had the dope last 

week down at Warm Springs that there was SCIII.e monment on toot 

tor you to sound ott against Mr. O'Connor but I held it up too 

late and I was scooped in the Sunday morning papers. 

THE PRESIDENT: I knew that somebody would ask the question so I 

have a perfectly good stati!IDBnt here. It is long. I will read 

it to you and I will give it to Steve and he will give you 

copies so you won't have to take it down. 

Q Will you read it slowly, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. It is entitled, "Why the President 'lnterteree.'" ,. 

(Laughter) 

And the first sentence is in quotes -- you will see why 

afterwards. The first sentence 1e this: (reading) "The Presi-

dent ot the United States ought not to interfere in party pri-
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ADd ~ the a eo ODd actenoe 1e llOt 1n ClUotea. (RMcUq) 

'!hat atat .. nt, ill ODe tara or aDOther, h ap­
pearillg th .. e daya thrOQ8hout the Tor,. Preaa. 

'!be idea 1e that the Preaident should be aloot 
trca auoh sordid ocmaideratlOils aa who willa the 
primaries ill his 01111 party. But actually theaa pri­
maries will determine to a large extant the makeup 
ot the next Congress. Alld that, ill turn, will de­
termine whether or not the President can keep hie 
campai~pramiaaa to the people. 

Campaign prc:aisas era suppoead to be the 
responaibilit,. of the whole part,.. At least that's 
the theor,.. But in practice the bead of the part,­
alone is held responsible tor them. 

In .American politics any one can attach him­
self to a political party whether be believes in 
ita program or not. 

That is a hot one. 

We hear the phrase "read out ot the party," but 
it doesn't mean anything. No one is read out ot 
the Democratic or the Republican Party. 'lbere 
are many prominent Democrats today who are heart 
and soul against everything the Democratic Party 
has stood tor s ince 1932. And those men are still 
in the party. 

What's worse, not one ot them was candid 
enough to oppose the renomination or Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 1n 193S, although atter tour years there 
was no doubt whatever as to the program Franklin 
D. Roosevelt was pursuing . 

The same hidden opposition, atter giving the 
New Deal liJ-aervice ill 1936, turned around and 
knifed it in Congress in 1937 and 1938. 

Now that election time baa oCIIII8 around again, 
the hidden opposition hides the ax behind ita back 
and prepares to give the President lip-service 
once mora. 

In those circumstances there 1a nothin8 tor 
the President to do -- aa the responsible head of 
the New Deal -- but to publicly repudiate those 
who han bet~ayed the New Deal in the peat and 
will again. 
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If •a lib s-•or ~sap ot JlarJla4 

a14·~: "'110 loqv beliwe ill the pl.at­
t01'1l ot the D•»aUo Put1 u ezpn••-' ill the 
:rn Deal; I'• rwmills ~ re-eleoUOD •• a ..... 
bel' ot the Republ1ou oppoa1Uoa to the :In Dal," 
then there would be no reason and no exouae tor 
President Roosevelt to illtenene apiut th•· 

'nle . isaue would be clear. The voter oould 
take his choice between the :lew Deal and '1'7dills• • 
record ot consistent opposition to it. But Tyd­
illss tell• the voters he supports the "bone and 
sinew" ot the New Deal.. He wants to run with 
the Roosevelt prestige and the mona)' ot hie con­
senati.,. Republican triends both on his side. 

In that case it becanes the President's 
right and duty to tell the people what he thinks 
ot Millard Tydings. 

That's why we welcome the report that Roose­
velt help is going to be given to Tydings' oppon­
ent, Representative David J. Lewis, and to James 
H. Fay, candidate tor the nomination in the Six­
teenth Congressional District ot New York. 

Fay is running 'against Representative John 
J, O'Connor, one ot the most etfective obstruc­
tionists in the lower house. Week in and week 
out O'Connor labors to tear down New Deal 
strength, pickle New Deal legislation. 

Why shouldn't t he responsible head of the 
New Deal tell the people just that? 

Q That 1s very mild. (Laughter) 

Q It reads as though. it was an editorial. 

THE PRESIDEm': Yes, it was an editorial, but it is my statement now. 

Q. How do we use that, as an answer to the question? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q. Is it to be 1n quotes, then? 

Q. Direct quotes? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q Any others to be on the list? 
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'1'BI PlmDICM I lfw, ~ ... ~ 11 ........ , t• .. •· 

Q I b.Ml'Cl ill GNeDYUle - JOU a14 J0U ._.. oc-tac Met ~o ~h 

Ce.roliDa. Sa" JOU 4eoi4e4 1dlen ~-~will be' 

'l'BI mBSIImN'l': llot 7et; ba"n't got the elate. ., 

Q In connection lritb. your statement, the Time llagaz1De baa been 

running a series of letters tram readers att-.ptiD& to 4et1De 

the New Deal. 

icent and another ea7• it is the first genuine effort on the 

part of public-spirited Officials to aid their lese fortunate 

citizens over the apparent opposition of entrenched'privilege. 

There are a lot of others. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think nothing further than the one (definition) 

I gave a good many years ago -- about tour 7ears ago -- to the 

editor ot the Vancouver Sun. I think that still holds good. · 

Q What -.as tbat? 

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to look it up. You will find it, I 

think, in Volume III ot my Public Papers. 

Q Fifteen bucks-per copy. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDEN.r: But you will have to buy au five volumes and it 

will cost you fifteen dollars. {Laughter) 

Q Do you expect to say a good word tor Governor Murphy when you 

go up to Port Huron? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't any date at all atter Thursday ot this 

week. 

Q Have you given up the idea ot going up there? 

TBE PRESIDKNT: I haven't bad any date beyond thh Canadian trip. 

Q When are you going to till the n.cancy on our COIIIIlission? (D. c. 



C~N1oa.) CJeorp ~ll 1e &011118 to lean ua. 

'1'111 PBISmDI'f: Not for -a whUe. I wish he WOUld atay. 

Q HI 111 going to stay 011. Public Worn. 

""-. 

'1'BE HmSI:DDr: I wish he would sta1 011. the Caaission, too. 

Q Have you thought ot anr successors? 

THE PRESIDE.Nl': Really hann•t thought ot it at all. 

Q Donald Wakefield Smith's term expires the twenty-seventh. Are 

you going to 8.Dilounce his reappointment? 

THE PRESIDEm': I haven't any ready tor announcement except the 

five 1118mbers ot the Alaska High118.y Camnission. I will have 

those this afternoon or tanorrow· morning. 

Q Will you discuss the proposed St . Lawrence Treaty up at the 

Thousand Islands on Thursday? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I have not prepared anything as yet. 

I have three or tour suggestions in Icy desk as to what people 

would like me to say and I will probably write it on the way 

up on the train. 

Q Have you any camnent on the outcane ot the Ohio campaign? 

TErE PRESIDENT: No, except that it was about what I expected. 

Q Would you care to comment on your reaction to your mail on the 

Barnesville speech -- mail reaction? 

THE PRESIDENT: To tell you the honest truth there has been very 

little reaction one way or the other. I don't suppose I have 

had ten or fifteen letters on it. The weather is ~oo hot, you 

know. 

Q An.y ooment on Senator George's "Y.e.rching through GeOrgia" speech? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I have got to be frank and tell you that I did 
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DOt read it all. I asr-ct heartUJ' with nat he Aiel &boat the 

prS.Z.,. cloa there bei118 abaolutelr up to the Georgia 't'Otera 

beoauee those wre the ._ words I used m;yselt. 

Q Will JOU apeak in the State ot lfarrlud ill taTor ot OoDsre•~ 

Lewis? 

THE PRESIDEm': I have not got ur dates berond Thuredar. 

Q Any possibility tor Pennsylvania. 

THE PRESIDENT: A8 I say, I do not know. 

Q On that line, Kr. Lawrence, the State Chail:'man, reported this 

week to the bors at Harrisburg, that when he and Governor 

Earl.e and Walter Jones were down here you expressed the desi.re 

to cane to Pennsylvania to make at least one speech in their 

behalf. 

THE PRESIDENT: I would li.ke to go to lots of places. 

Q Here is a rather torrid question: Referr-ing to the statement 

regarding support tor the Democratic platform, among the items 

in that class do you include your Court plan? 

THE PRESIDENT: The Court plan was not in the platform but the Court 

' plan is no longer an issue because, in effect, we obtained 

ninety-eight per cent of all the Objectives intended by the 

Court plan. I made that clear on many occasions. 

Q In other words , any disfavor you may hold to any member ot the 

House or Senate is not based on the Court plan? 

THE PR:ESIDENI': No. '!bat is a perfectly .fair statement. However, 

it won't prevent the continued use or the assertion, will it? 

Q I hate to bother you with so much state politics but out in Kan­

sas i~ looks like a pretty bitter tight between Clyde Reed and 
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Seutor lloOill. Mr. RM4 npporte4 J'OU ill 19S6 u4 414 an 

npport Gonnor IADdoll. I 110D4ere4 it ,.ou were soiag out that 

WJ 8117 tU. in the tall? 

THE PRESmlltl': Fre.Dkl7, I han not heard an)"thillg about the Duu 

altuation. 

Q Do rou c<mtemplate goillg illto Wiacollllin and 111Dneaota"i 

THE PRESmENT: Really, it 1a honestly true that I have no plaua and 

no dates after this cadug trip. I suppose I have had invita­

tions to go into forty-eight states, including Vermont and MaiM. 

But I have no plans what soever. 

Q Who asked you t o go into Maine? 

THE PRESIDENl': It you must know, I will tell you, my mother . (Laughter) 

~ (drowned by the laughter) But she is !n Campobello . 

MR . YOUNG: '!bank you, Mr. President. 



COIO'lDilft'IAL 
Preaa CO~erence #477 
(While the President was seated in his car 

atter 1eaT1ng the ·Preeidential special train 
at ayde Park Station, New Yor~. 

August 19, 1938. 8.45 A.M. 

- o 

THE PRESIDEm': Well, what is the news? I don't know news or anything 

at all. I don't want to have any here -- just play around. 

Q. Any callers? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not a caller. 

~ There are stories out of Washington that the State Department is 

interpreting your speeches as an extension of the Monroe Doctrine. 

THE PRESIDENT: How the Monroe Doctrine? They did not, neither d-id 

you and neither did anybody else. 

MR. MciNTYRE: I know one young man who did. 

THE PRESIDEm': You see the point? 

Q. I never did know just what the application of it was. 

~ Now you are getting into the realm of i nterpretation. Read the 

original language of the Monroe Doctrine. 

Q. Anything on politics, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not a thing. 

Q. I see h~ . 0 ' Con.~or (C0neressrnen O' Connor, of New York) has accepted 

the challenge. 

TBF PRESIDEl\"T : I saw the headlines end that's all; I have not react 

t he story. 

Q For some unknown reason, a lot of people are wondering what you are 

thinking of your nei~hbor across the river. (Referrine to Father 

' Dfvine's "Heaven") I was hoping somebody else would ask that ·. 

THE PIDSIDENT: I suppo&e the easiest way would be for you to go up on 
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the rront lawn and take a look and then you will eee how silly 

the stories were. It is what they would call a thing menurectured 

out of whole cloth for public consumption. And -- in this partic­

ular case it is entirely off the record -- the New York Times was 

the worst offender. That is right, isn 't it, Felix? (Mr. Felix 

Belair, Jr., 0f the New York Times) 

Q. A little out of proportion, I think. 

THE PRESIDENT: In the first place , i t is in a different (:ounty. No­

body ever mentioned that . 

~ hod it is across the river, too. 

THE PRESIV~~ : In the second pl ace , it i s 1800 feet -- this is off 

the !'ecord from one benk t o another . But I think, as the crow 

flies , it is u mile and a quat·ter . In the t hi :''d pla<•e , there ore 

so many t!'ees in t he way . . I think you can see the r·oof of the 

house, but t hat is all . So, the whole t hine i s pure bunk. That 

is all off the :-eco1·d . It is a good newspape·:· story , so why spoil 

it. 

Q. You are ve1·y gene!'OUfl. 

~ I see we have ou1• star l eft fi ~<lde.r with us. (Referring tO JOhn 

l!oosevelt, who was seflted besi<'1e the Pres ident in the C:Rr .) 

THE PRESiflD"'l' : He is holding out. He says this cssh offer i s all 

right but he wants a guar antee on hour s and a living wage ' a.nd he 

wants an expense account. 

Q He wants to be e. regular newspaper man . 

THE PI\ESIDENI' : In other words, he i s still open t o an off er. 

Q Anybody t oday or tomor row? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think anybody . I think tomorrow somebody i s 



ca.1J18 -- I haTe t orsotten who 

KR. MciNI'YRE: · Henry Wallace . 

it is. 

~ 

THE PRESIDEtll': Henry Wallace , yes , t omorrow. 

Q How l ong will you be here? 

,.,., -- ~ 

THE PRISIDENT: I haven' t the faiDtest i dea; ei ther a couple of hours 

or overni ght . 

Q It is too hot t o go t o VlashiDgton . 

THE PRESIDF.NT: It i s goi ng t o be l ovely here . Even in the Nelson 

House it will be all right . 

(End of Confer·en ce . ) 

.. 



CCIIPIDIIPl'IAL 
Preas Conference 1~78 
At the ha.e ot the President, HJde Park, New York, 
August 23, 1938, 2.00 P.M. 

THE PRESIDENT: I asked Captain Patterson t o come in today just so he 

could see how you tallows operat e. It i s all r ight; you are all 

under observation . 

MR. MciNl'YRE: Everybody on good behav~or. 

Q Chance for Conway t o strut his stuff here. 

THE PRESIDENI': I know nothing. I am sorry. 

Q Axe you going to Maryland? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have no dat es except -- what ere my dates? 

Q One in Chattanooga. 

T.Rlt~ PRESIDENT: Chattanooga -- t hat is the only date I have got . No , 

I have got the seventeenth here. I haven ' t another date. 

~ ~s the seventeenth here? 

THE PRJSIDENT: Our 150th anniversary of the Constitutional Convention 

of the State of New York - - the ratification of the Federal Con-

stitution. 

Q \':'hen are you planning to go back to Washington? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think either Sunday or Monday night -- but probably 

not until Monday night . 

MR. MciNl'YRE: I think there is a mixup in those dates . I think i t 

i s the 135th anniversary. 

THE PRESIDENT: No , the 250th anniversary of the first white settler 

i n Poughkeepsie was the ot her. 

Q No date in Baltimore? 

THt PRESIDENT: I have absolutely no plans for next week. I don 't 
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mow how lODg I u go1J18 to •U7 111 liaehillgton. 

Q Saae ot your lfuTland trlende ••• t o reeat the lapllcaUon by 

Senator 'l'yd1J18e that ·you are a Carpet bagger and th~y are wlr~ 

you t o ocae t o Maryland, regardless. 

T.RJ!: PRESIDENI': I d~re say. 

Q Governor Landon has been writing pieces for the paper. He sai d 

that , among ot her things , it his poli ci es had prevailed that 

.Ameri can people would know considerably more security today than 

they actually do . . ' 

THE PRESIDENI': I don ' t think I want to' comment . 

Q Can you tell us anything about your conference with Senat or Pope 

over the weekend? 

THE PRESIDENT : Well , I can tell you what is actually t he fact, that 

the chief question of discussion was a matter that involves public 

morality and rather interesting to me because a quarter of a cen-

tury ago, when I first went to the Legislature of this State 

Heavens, more than that; it was 28 years ago that I was elected 

the burning issue in this St ate was whether we would adopt dir~ct 

primaries or not . 

A great many states had already adopted direct primaries in 

order to get rid of the old-fashi oned form of boss-controlled con-

ventions . So I took e great i nterest in the whole objective of 

direct primaries . The objective was a very simple one and has 

been subsequently carried out in very nearly every s t ate ot the 

Uni on . It was to give the actual voters within a party, in recog-

n1t1on ot the party system under whi ch we live, the r i ght t o choose 

their candidates tor public otti ce. And in every case in those 
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dar• that I ner heard of IC88 method wa1 dertaed bJ 1fh1ch the 

prt.al'J w1 thin one party would be 11111 ted to the ... bere of that 

partJ. 

There were · oertain restri ctions and definitions t o carry out 

that purpose • for the very ai.JRple reason t hat a party pr~ • 

participated in even by a handtul of people not belonging t o that 

party, immediately became void and or no effect -- a complete de­

struction of the objective. 

I t , tor example , i n a contest within a party, one gr oup with­

in that party had 4~ of t he vote and the other group had 51% of 

the vote , it was entirely proper for t he 51% t o win. That was a 

fair eXpression of opi nion. If, however, 2% or 3% of people from 

another party were to enter the primary of a party to which they 

did not belong , the will of the party voters could be completely 

overcome and destroyed . 

Now, that is a question of simple political morality and the 

interesting thing to me i s the fact thet the Tory press in this 

country has overlooked a very interesting opportunity to work for 

decent political morality. 

We have certain examples t hat "e all know about . The figures 

in the State of Idaho , for example , show that whereas in 1936 the 

Republican primary vote was about 42, 000 and the Democratic primary 

vote was about 55,000, this year the Republican primary vote was 

only 30, 000 and the Democratic primary vote was about 85 ,000 which , 

of course, no matter how much you might try to ham and haw it ott, 

was complete . pr oof positive t hat t he direct primary system was 

completely violated so far as morality went by the entrance of 
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titteen or twenty thoueand Republicans into the DeaooraUo priaaz7. 

There are bo other illust:raUone: One is the letter which 

is now bec()l!l1ng taaous by the Republican State Chatman ot Georgia, 

calling on all ~epubl1cans in the State ot Georgia to enter the 

Democratic prilllary. 

Now, t~is has nothing to do with candidates. I am not men­

tioning the name ot e single . oandidete. That has nothing to do 

with it. I em talking about the principle and the teet that it 

is being credibly reported that in Maryland Republicans ere being 

begged to enter the Democratic primerr. 

I think it is something that ought t o be of interest to ell 

people who believe in the primary system -- of course there ere 

still a lot of people who would like to go back to the boss-ridden 

convention system but I am talking about people who believe in 

direct primaries -- I think it is of i nterest to them t o know of 

the destructfon of the principle that is being carried on now 

without very much protest on the part of. the Tory press. 

Well, now, you have got a good story. Now it is in your 

hands. 

But you have t o make it perfectly clear that this comment of 

mine has nothing to do with the question of candidates -- individual 

candidates. I em talking about principles and I would say the same 

thing if Republicans in any state were t o enter the Democratic 

primary with the object and purpose of helping somebody that r ·oon­

sidered a close friend of m.ine -- it is exactly the same thing. 

Now, that is going to be a damned hard story tor John (Mr. 

O'Brien, ot the Herald-Tribune) to write, for instance. 
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Q. U a n-oorat enter• a RepublioaD pr1Mz7, •• O'Colulor haa dODe, 

doea that tall 1n the hlle catesory? 

THE PRISIDIBI': Certa1nl,-; Deaocrata ought not to enter Republioan 

prlaariea. It certa1nly ruins the whole queation ot the prt.ar,r. 

It is a question ot A, B, c morality. 

Q Did Senator Pope make any decision t o run as an independent candi-

date? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't the faintest idea. 

Q It he does go in, can he count on any help from you? 

THE PRESIDENT: "It" question. 

Q Can you tell us about your· talk this morning with Mr. Martin and Mr. 

Dutty, of Vermont? 

THE PRESIDENT: The chi ef t opic of conversation was -- I don't know 

whether we can cal l it the "National Highway." It is the contin­

uation of what we outlined tour years ago, the development of 

President Hoover' s Skyline Drive . President Hoover invented , in 

his administration, a great scenic highway from Washington, D. c., 

over a distance of seventy or eighty miles· south into Virginia 

along the top of t he Blue Ridge, and laid out a national policy 

which was to the effect that if the State would buy the land -­

t he right of way -- with a strip on each side so as to be~ scenic 

parkway, then t he Federal Government would build and maintain the 

highway on that land. Before I got to Washington most of the 

work, a very large part of the work, had been done on the Skyline 

Drive. We have been trying in the last five years to develop that 

idee. for a highway extending from the Canadian line, at the north 

end of the Green Mountains, down through what really is the Blue 
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Ridge all the way. Por :lutanoe, the Berkah1rea oorreepoDd to 

the Blue Ridge and you go aoroas thro\l&h the lildeon Highlands, 

at West Point, Bear llounta1n, and then get on down to the Delaware 

Water Gap, and than that same range extends down to just west ot 

Harrisburg, through Gettysburg and Harper's Ferey -- a little 

this side of Harper's Ferry, you know, where Braddock Height• 1a -

1t 1s really the nearest poi.nt to Washington -- and then it goes 

on to Front Royal with the Skyline Drive and through Virginia and 
~ 

down to North ~rolina, to the Great Smoky Park, and thence to 

Georgia, to the end of the Appalachian System, which is approxi-

mately Stone Mountain. 

~ Mr. President, are you plannine to go up to Vermont to i nspect --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I have no plans. 

~ -- to inspect the r oute that this might take? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have no plans. 

~ Have you come to any conclusions with Secretary Wallace about the 

export of that wheat? 

THE PRESIDENT: Still talkirig about it this week in Washington. 

Q Getting back to Maryland, have you received any invitations or re-

quests to go down? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I have not seen this morning's mail. 

I believe there are some telegrams along the line you have been 

talking about. 

MR. MciNTYRE: There have been quite a few of them. 

Q Mr. President, I have a rather selfish interest in asking this 

question: Have you thought about going to the Pan American Con-

terence in Santiago this November? 

' 



TBI PRISIDINr: I thought about it lan apriDg and had hoped to be 

able t o do it it I could get ott in Honllber, but it ••-- 111-

poaaible t o do it. It na onl:y a hope and it nner got an:y 

further than that, unfortunately. 

Q Mr. Pree1clent, speaking ot the --

THE PRFSIDBm': ( i nt erposing) That will break somebod:y' s heart in 

Pen•me, Fred (Storm). (Laughter) 

Q (Yr. Storm) I take i t in my stride, llr. President . (Laught er) 

Q Did you talk on Sunda:y, Mr. President , w1 th Repr esentative Kopple­

mann? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you saw me talk to him. He came over and ·said , 

"How do you do?" at the car, that is all . 

Q Yes. 

0. Is there anything special you plan to talk on at Moses Smith' s place 

on Saturday? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think I will tell them about catching fish. 

~ Were these gentlemen from Vermont here as representatives of the 

-State Government to discuss t he Skyline Drive? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . One is Democratic National Committeeman and the 

other i s the Democratic candidate for Governor. 

Q Your idea was cooperation between the State and Federal Governments? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. One reason was that f rankly we haven ' t got ver:y 

tar in the Stat e of Vermont on this plan. 

Q Mr. President , ar e you coming back to Hyde Park on the sixth? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I may come back before that but I c8l1Dot 

tell. 

~ I thi nk the l ast time we were here :you said you mi ght have the ar-
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ohiteot•a aketoh ot the new cottea•· 

'1'HI PRJ:siDIIft': We wrote t o -- no. I will tell you this just tor your 

own information: I got a letter from Henry Tooaba asking it I 

had aD7 objection t o his printing the plane in t he Architectural 

Record and I told Steve t o tell him that it was all right just 

so l ong as you people got i t at the same time as t he Architectural 

Record so as to prot ect you. 

Q So it will come down there anyway? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes . 

~ HOw far is the construction work now? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , we will go up there in the course of the next 

few days . One of the wings has the roof beams on. In anot her 

wing , the stones ar e almost up to the roof and the other wing is 

only a couple of feet above the ground . 

Q Mr. President , did you send any kind of parting greeting to the 

delegates of the World Youth Congress which is winding up at 

Vassar College? 

THE PRESIDENT: I hadn' t thought of it at all . In fact, I did not 

know they were having thei r final meeting , 

Q There i s a report that you had asked Commissioner McNutt to take 

up with the Commonwealth Government (of the Phi lippines) the pos­

s i bili ty of admitt ing 200 Jewish refugees . 

THE PRESI DENT: Never heard of it ; it is another pipe dream. 

Q Have you f igured out what proportion of the tot al pr ess of the 

country would f all in the category of "Tory Pr ess"? 

THE PRESI DENT: If you will read Volume V of my works , you will find 

in a f ootnot e t hat I estimated i t t o be 85%. 

"-. 



Q Pin yolUJUs, costiDg tittHD bucb. (LauaJlter) 

Q You are epeak1Dg ot circulaUon, are you not? 
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TBI PRJ:SIDINl': Yes. Thia is daily press -- I u not tallcine about 

weeklies. 

Q You meant circulation rather than number? 

THE PRJ:SIDENI': Yea, and I think you will tind it worlca both ways, 

both t he number of papers and circulation. 

Q There was a study released, I think during the laat week, giving 

the number ot papers which support you as about 300 out ot 800 

ot the larger papers. 

T.HE PRESIDENI': I don't believe it. 

Q That was a Gallup survey. 

THE PRESIDENT: I still don ' t beli eve it . 

Q (Mr. storm) I have no drum t o beat for them. I am merely volun­

teering a little information. 

THE PRESIDENT: Outside of Catherine Patterson' s paper I should say 

that probably if you took that total number of 300, which are 

·. for me , they would have the smallest circulation out of the 800. 

Q 300, after all , is 4CY1>, or something like that. 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes. 

Q Well , it is not altogether impossible that you will go t o Baltimore, 

or Maryland somewhere? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven ' t any idea. I cannot even protect you, . r elix 

(Yr. aelair) . (Laughter-- Mr. Belair had written that the Pres­

ident would go into Maryland.) 

Q I gueaa I will have t o bat tor Rues Young and Earl Godwin. Have 

you reached t he point where you will appoint a District Commie-

' 
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aionerf 

THE PRBSIDENl': No, and won't tor a011e tille. • l1 
c:-~a1cl w.-.v.~~ ~.-."'~ 

~ Have you decided on the reappointment ot Dan Smith to the National 

Labor Relations Board? 

THE PRESIDENl': Nothing on that yet, no news. On that general subject, 

just eo you get the thing perfectly clear, of course Bill Green 

and I did talk about the Wagner Act and we agreed on a very simple 

~hing: so as to make it clear again -- I am afraid there is not 

much of a face saver in this -- any new law creating a new agency 

of the Government is drafted with the objective of clarity, but 

no human draftsmanship can foresee ~ituations that would arise in 

some particulars under a new law where construction of language 

neeessarily would become a question; in other words, where the 

language was not clear as applied to some specific case. 

Gradual.ly, ')Ver these past three years, the Wag.ner Act has 

developed certain ambiguous phrases, some of which have been 

clarified by judicial opinions. Others have not yet been clarified 

and, after consultation with theN. L. R. B., it is pertectly.pos-

sible that this winter we may try to seek: legislative clarification 

of them, of some of this language which is not wholly clear. On 

that Mr. Green and I were one. We did not discuss in any shape, 

manner or form any specific amendments or changes in the Wagner 

Act. And when, in the course of time, it comes t o the question of 

what amendments will be recommended, obviously a lot of people are 

going to be consulted, such as N •. L. R. B., various labor groups, 

all the labor g~oups, representatives of employers, counsel, 

lawyers. 
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Now, that 1a· reall7 all that baa happaed and that ia a ·.,.l'f 

etaple, clear etateaent. 

Q .Uide trom that, would those ambiguitiee deal with mathra ot juris-

diction? 

THE PRESIDENTs Did not go into t hat at all. 

Q You sald ambiguities? 

THE PRESIDENt': Every Act -- ther e i s not an Act t hat has ever been 

passed that did not have ambiguities 1n it. 

Q No details? 

THE PRESIDENT: Det ai l s wer e not mentioned . 

~ Have you given any thought, Mr. Pr esi dent, t o f i lli ng t he Supreme 

Court vacancy? 

THE PRESIDENt': No. 

MR. DURNO: . Thank you, Mr. Pr esident . 
' 
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OCIIJ'IDIN'l'IA 
Pl'eee Conference 1/479 
Bald in the Preeident's Study at afde Park, New York, 
August 26, 1938, 11.45 A.M. 

YR. Sl'ORII: Good morning, sir. 

THE PRESID.l!:m' : Good morni ng , Frederick. 

MR. BFLAIR: Good morning, .Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning, Squire (Mr. Belair) , how are you? 

Well, how are you behaving? I think tomorrow af'ternoon, 

before the pi cni c , i f you want to go up to the house first , you 

could be over at the cottage about 2.15, at Val Ki ll . I will 

joi n there and we will go up on top of the hill and I will 

use, E>nd from t here we will go doYm to Moses Smith 

and on fish . Then that will give 

you time .L.- v:e will through vnth Moses Smith about a 

quarter of four or four o' clock at the latest, and that will give 

you time t o write your s tories And come back t o the cottage at six. 

Q Mr. President , I heve a query from Knoxville, Tennessee , from t he 

Knoxville News Sentinel, and the editor says he is anxious to get 

some comment from President Roosevelt on the successful completion 

of the first major purchase of a private utility by TVA and the 

municipality. (Reading) "TVA end Knoxville completed the purchase 

of the private utili ty here yesterda'Y" -- t hat \'ISS the. day before 

yesterday -- "and asked thet the President be queried about it at 

his next Preas Conference at Hyde Park." 

THE PRESIDENI': There isn' t very much more t o say than that I am de-

l i ghted it has gone through suceeaafully. Apparently t he terms 

agr eed to reimburse the investors in the private company f or all 

. -
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the money they put in and a little more over, which aeema fair 

al.l around. They were not reiaburaed tor wetered stock. Now, 

you cannot say •reimbursed• because on watered stock they have 

not put anything out. That is the wrong word. 

~ They were not "paid"? 

THE PRESID.ENI': They were not paid for watered stock. 

~ Mr. President, as you probably have noticed, quite a bit of politics 

are being written under a HYde Park date line. (Laughter) 

Is there anything you can tell us about your conference yes-

terday with Mr. Farley? J 

THE PRESIDENT: No, except off the record. 

Q How about for background purposes? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, ~irst off the record. Do not let the public get 

the idea, in writing stories , t hat when Jim Farl:ey or anybody 

else comes up here that we confer continuously, seriously, during 

a whole afternoon and a whole evening. That is silly. One does 

not do that. 

Actually, what happened is this: I did not see Jim Farley --

he got over here in time for lunch at the cottage and I then took 

h1m up and showed him the cottage and we got back here about half 

past three, along in there. At the lunch we talked to a lot of 

WPA regional woman directors about the problems of WPA all ov.er 

the country. While eating at the table they circulated around. 

-We got back here about half past three and Jim and I talked here 

and in the other room, ell kinds of things, about an hour and a 

half, including politics but also including a great many other 

things. We talked about gold m.+ning, we talked about agriculture, 

' 

' 
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we talked about crops and ot course we did diaouss al.l the dif­

ferent political llituations, but that was only, I suppose, 1l 

quarter or the entire conversation. 

Then we quit talking and went out again and at 7. 30 went 

over to dine with my sister-in-law, and then came back and went 

to bed. 

That is the kind or thing that happens when people come up 

and it is an awful imposition to say t hat be spent the whole after­

noon and evening conferri ng on politics , because it is not true. 

It is the wrong impression to give to the publ i c. It sounds 

beautiful but it just is not true. (Laughter) 

Well, we talked on every political situation and talked per­

haps half an hour all t ol d in the course of the day and there was, 

as usual, complete agreement . I don't see how you can get a story 

out of that. There was complete agreement. I am not going t o 

refer to specific things , to details, because there isn't any news 

in it. 

~ You said this is all off the r ecord . Couldn ' t we say, "in complete 

agreement"? 

THE PRESIDENI': No . You can say, " complete agreement, as usual. " 

Only, for Heaven ' s sake , put the words "as usual" in, because it 

happens to be true . 

MR. MciNTYRE: Direct quotes? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, you can use that as direct quotes. 

~ Mr. Presi dent, have you decided to go into Maryland t o make a speech? 

THE PRESIDENI': I haven tt any pl ans . I cannot tell you anything more 

than I t ol d you the other day. 
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Q You have an invitation, have you not? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have got lots ot them' trom every state. 

Q When you say, •every state,• does that mean every state where there 

is a Primary? 

THE PRESIDENr: Yes, and states where there aren't any. Both, you have 

to include both. It 11!1 awtully hard to write a story on that un-

less you write, •sources close to the White House revealed" and 

things like that. I know al~e phrases. Or, "It was believed 

that --" (Laughter) 

Q How did you like John's (Mr. O'Brien) story the other morning? 

THE PRESIDENT: It is the finest rehash of things that have one out 

in the last year or two that I have ever read. (Laughter) 

~ Mr. President, things in New York are starting off against O'Connor. 

Does what you said the other day about one party intervening 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) How can they vote in the Democratic 

Primary in this State? They cannot vote in the Democratic Primary. 

Q I know they can't. 

TBE PRESIDEN!': So what? As Charlie would say. 

Q David Lawrence, head of the Workers' Alliance, announced in a story 

appearing this morning that, regardless of the pronouncements 

against collections from WPA workers, he was going ahead with his 

plan to collect $50 1000., not so much to fight O'Connor but to 

so~ of build up a war chest to help all their candidates. 

THE PRESIDENT: You saw what Harry said t he other day, that I very much· 

hope that people on relief won't spend any money in contributing 

to any party. That 1s a pretty good statement. 

Q Might we use that as a direct quote? 
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'l'B! PlmBIDEN'l': Yes. 

Q Jlr, President, have you aJ17 coa.ent on Seoretaey m&llts note to 

Mexico requesting payment of $10,000,000. tor seized lands? . -

THE PRESID!Nl': You will have to get that !'rom the State Department. 

Q Mr. President, out in California now they are a little concerned 

about a new.plan to give $)0. a week to every unemployed person 

over fifty years of age. Are you familiar with that? 

THE PRESIDEm': Only vaguely, George (Durno). That is a thing that 

I can only talk to you about for background . You remember back 
' 

in -- when I talked on social security on August fifteenth, I 

used a phrase in 'here, after talking about the improvement and 

extension or social security, I said: 

J 
"I am also confident that each year will bring 
further development i n Federal and State social 
security legislation - and - t hat is as it should 
be. One word of warning, however. In our efforts 
to provide security for all of the American people, 
let us not allow· ourselv~to be misled by those 
who advoca.te short cuts to Utopia or fantastic 
1'inancial schemes." 

Well, I got from the Comptroller of the Currency a memorandum 

but it is too technical for either me to use or you to use. Ap-

parently this -- this is all background stuff -- apparently this 

proposal in California is by no means a new one . It is essentially 

the old i dea of issuing waTrents to people over fifty years of age, 

and every time that these warrants -- which may be used to pay 

certain things, like state obli gations, taxes, licenses, et cetera; 

I don't know what else they can ·be used for -- every time they are 

used you have to paste on a two-cent state stamp, whi ch you have 

to buy with Federal currency, with regular currency. You have to 

paste it on once a week, which means that on every transaction, 
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once a week, eoaebod7 has t o put a etup on 1 t. 

The Acting Coll~troller ot the CUrreney pointe out that there 

are about a million, three hundred thousand people in California 

oTer the ege or titty, whi ch would mean issuing warrants each year 

up t o nearly a bill i on dollars, which means t hat those warrants 

would haTe t o be pai d f or duri ng t he course or t he year by a trans-

action t ax of a bi lli on dollar s . Obviously it i s a transaction 

tax . And that would represent about a quarter of the tot al income 

of all of the people of Californi a . In ot her words, it is about 

a 25% i ncome t ax on everybody, but princi pally , of course , on the 

poorer peopl e of the State. 

Furthermore, it leaves out two important consi derations. The 

warrants would not be good, of course , outside of the Stat e , in 

ot her words , for any transacti on for the purche'e or sale of some­

t hing outside of the Stat e of California . You coul d not use them 

t o buy an automobile that was bought in Det roit . 

And the other question is a legal quest ion, e const ituti onal 

question , about the right of a state to issue currency. I am not 

passing on that . I am simply mentioning the fact t hat t his is a 

constitutional question. States ere not allowed under the Consti-

tut i on to issue currency. 

As everybody knows, t his plan i s , on the face of it , an ex-

tremely attr active one . It is not very di fferent from the Alberta 

or - -

Q ( i nt erposing) Alberta? 

THE PRESIDENT: The Alberta plan that was put into operati on a f ew 

years ago. My unders~ding i s that the plan in Alberta i s not 
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Q The Preaier lost an eleoUon w1 th that plan aa an ieaue • I under-

stand. 

THE PRESIDEm': In other words, while one is 81JIIpethet1e with the ob­

jeotiTe Tery much, it is a short cut t o an extension of social 

security. It would fall w1 t hin the warning which I mentioned on 

the fifteenth of August. 

And , of course , aside from the practicabili ty of it, the 

essential objection is that it is a t ax '·which falls far more 

heavily on the poor than on the rich. ! ·think that is important. 

Q Mr . Presijent, who i s sponsori.ng that plan? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I haven't the faintest idea . 

Q. I think it is Olson. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think it is, I don' t think so . You had better 

check on that . 

Q What have you done with Mr. Farley? Is he still around? 

THE PRESIDENT: He went down early this morning , at 8. 00 o' clock . -
~ To New York? 

Q He is not going to get to Washington today? 

MR. EARLY: To be perfectly frank , I think Jim suddenly discovered that 

i t was his little girl ' s bi rthday. I don' t think he wanted Bess 

to know that he had forgotten it . 

THE PRESIDE!-.'!' : Don't use it • 

~ I saw Mrs. Rundall outside on a purely local question , on a school 

matter, and she sai d if you ~~ted to say anything about it , O.K. 

She di d mention something of the possibility of a meeting next 
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week. 

THE PRESIDENT: Some of them wanted to come down and talk it oTer, I 

think on Monday. I am not doing anything on it except to try to 

act as a clearing house between all these different districts • 
. 

You see, there are -- Lord knows what -- nine districts? 

~ About nine or ten. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q She wanted to make it clear that so far as her interests were con-

earned, she was not trying to tell them what to do. 

THE PRESIDENT: No. We want to get them together because there are 

052 

two facts which we cannot get away from. We need additional high 

school facilities for a couple of hundred children and we need 

additional grade ·school facilities for another two or three hundred, 

and if we don't get a plan through before the first of October, 

we don 't get any PWA grant. Obviously something has got to be 

done to take care of the children. I am not laying down any plan. 

I am just simply calling attention to those two facta. We have 

a very serious housing problem with the school children and if 

we do not do something by the first of October we are out of luck. 

It _means roughly that if the total building, no matter where 

it was done, came t o around, say, $700,000., which I think is ap-

proximately the .f igure we talked about, it would mean if they do 

not do it now they would lose about ~300 ,000. from PWA, and there­

fore the taxpayers of the town would have to put up the $300,000. 

Q Mr. President, have you had a chance to check into the progress of 

the Poughkeepsie Post Office project lately? 

THE PRESIDENT: Only what I read last night. They said they might have 



ln 
lrJ 

-I 
-

-&'79 -- 9 

it ready t o dedicate. 

Q Do you expect t o coae to the Fair? 

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot. I haTe got to be in Washington next week. . 

Q ~ben you were talking about what this amendment would proTide, you 

said that ie for background . Well, that has been eliminated. 

loffi. MciNTYRE: Would i t be all right if I let the b~-use it and draw 

their own conclusions? I mean, it is not very clear. If they 

quote your explanation of it we might all be in bad. 

THE PRESIDEm': Yes; that is all right. 

Q As I understand it , your comments on that are usable? 

05 

MR. MciNTYRE: Yes , except his explanation as to what he thinks it pro-

vides . 

~ Have you any other callers today , Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don' t know. Have I , Mac? I don't think so . Probably 

have some local folks coming in . 
~ 

Q Have you had any reaction at all to the statement on pol itical moral-

ity -- outsi de of the Tory Preas, that is? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , yes, I have had a lot of letters whi ch are running 

a thousand per cent . favorable so far. 

Q, What would be a good defin~n of a Tory 

MR. MciNTYRE: Illustr~tion or de~tion? 
newspaper? 

THE PRESID:El\'1': I will tell you the easiest way and this has to be off 

the record. Put the owner of the Boston Herald and the editor 

the owner, these are owners I am talking about -- the owner of the 

Herald-Tribune, of the (Baltimore) Sun , Frank Gennett, Bertie 

• 
McCorm4ok, old man Hearst -- ~ 

MR. MciNTYRE: (interposing) llr. Ch~er. 
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d. 
TBI ~Im:N'l': Ch~er- _ J 
Q (1nterpos1J18) Roy Haard. ~o v.>o..1'4 ? 
Q (Mr. stol'lll) You are not ~01118 to get my boss in there. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Clark Howell -- let us 'take same Democrats -- young 

Clark Howell, and the fellow who has this new Chattanooga paper -

a few or that kind, put them all in a room together, shake them 

up together, and the cocktail that comes out is the Tory Press. 

Now those are the owners. 

Q Let us lay them end to end and 

THE PRESIDENT: What comes out i s 

see what happens. 

the Tory Pres>. It is ·not the 

editors. Hell, most of the editors have got families. They can­

not lost their jobs. Theylnave to write what tb~owner tells them 

to. You fellows do; most of you have families and can't think of 

it. 

/ How did you like that 

( Q. You l ·eft Moe .Annenberg out. 

definitioj 

(Laughter} 

Q. Mr. President, we were given to understand t hat 1~. Farl~y was some­
'1'11 

what worried about T~ny support of Fay, ~hat it might militate 
'-.. 

against his chances in the fall, and I wondered whether he said 

anything to you about t hat? ·-

THE PRESIDENT: No , that is a new one. 

Q. Has your attention been called to Earl Browder's speech on the Coast 
-

about the Democratic Party having to embrace the Communist Party 

· or something? 

MR. MciNTYRE: Mr. Browder said that you could not throw him down; to 

discourage his support would be throwing dovm Democra~ i~self. 

THE PRESIDENT: It is on a par with Shirley Temple being a Communist. 

0 
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It all goes right together. In tact • I 8111 not sure it would DOt 

be tun t or soae ot you to dig out the tile ot papers ot l9ll aDd 

1912, great tun -- this is ott the record -- and see the Dames 

that Bob Wagner and I were called in those years. Communists? 

Ot course. Hell, we were working tor a 54-hour law tor women and 

children in industry and the Hereld-Tribune was turning somersaults 

every day, saying it was communi sti c tor women and children t o work 

54 hou.rs a week. 

MR. ~ciNTYRE: You di d not brag about being a Communist ? 

THE PRESIDENT: We wer e that kind of Communists and we bragged about 

it. We admitted it. And , after that fire, the Herald-Tribune 

did the same t hing. That was before John (Roosevelt ) was born . 

They said , Oh, it was terrible for the girls t o be burned up but 

when i t came to factory legislati on ,for inspection , they opposed 

it right through . It i s an old story , the Poughkeepsie papers 

opposed it. Not the News -Press in those days . It was going then . 

MR . DURNO : Thank you, Mr. President. 
. . 

THE PRESIDENT: Like the elephant , I have a long memory. 



NOTE: 

There were no Press Conferences held between Septanber 9, 1938, 

at Hyde Park, and September 20 , 1938. The President visited his son 

at Rochester, Minnesota and, upon his return to Washington, was 

incapacitated by a cold . 
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