
CCID'IDENTIAI. 
Press Conference #480 , 
At the Site ot the New Cottage , Hyde Park , New York, 
~ugust 27, 1938, 2. 30 P .M. 

Q What i s the frontage on this (cottage )? How long is the place 

going to be? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know . That does not give it to you(indi-

eating str ings showing foundation lines) . It gives an erroneoU'e 

impression. The only thing I can give you is the number ot 

rooms . There a r e two bedrooms and a bath on the south end and 

then one combination livi ngroom and dini ngroom i n t he middle and 

in t he north end i s the kitchen, pantry , hallway and one bedroom. 

Q How many porches a r e the~e going to be? 

Tl::fB PrtESIDEt-l"T: O!le on the west side . 

( Are you goi ne:- to finish t he second story? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is not for use ; that is onl y for air . 

~:.N . lviciNTYRE: I cannot understand tba t firepl ace . 

THE PR-;<f.IDENT: 
' 

That is a trick. ':le did not. want to have an ugly 

staircase going down i nto the cellar so we made the staircase 

e-oing down to the cella.r inside of the chiDtnP.y . Ri ght over 

here (indicating) . 

<;. now big is the mflitt room? 

THL PltE:::>!DhlJT : 22 by 34. 

~ h fi replace on one side only? 

<V. What is this place her e , outside of that wall (indicating)? 

THE PP~~IDENT: Oh , that ~ill just be a grass plot . 

~. ROOSEVZLT: Franklin, which vdng has the kitchen in it? 

THE PRESIDENT: Righ~ there (indicating) . 
' 
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IllS. ROOSEVELT: I thought ao, on account or the doore. 

Q How are they coming? 

THE PRESIDXNl': About two weeks ahead of schedule . 

Q \'There did you pick up the stone? 

THE PRESimNT: From the stone walls in the woods. 

Q What kind of a finish? 

THE PRESIDENT: Plain plaster . 
-' 

Q Are you going to clear out some of those trees in front? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , but only one at a time so we can be sure that we 

don ' t cut a tree and be sorry about i t a fterwards . 

Q Is it going to cost $15,000. to build it? 

Till: PRESIDENT: Yes • 

Q $15 , 000 . or ~16 , 000 . ? 

THE PRESIDENT: ~15, 000 . or $16,000 . , including various things . 

Q I notice there is a sign up here that it is go inf to be air-

conditioned? 

'l'Hb. P!iESI1JJa.IT : Oh, no, it i s not . 

~ There is a big sign? 

0 

T!~ PRESIDEKT: That does not mean that i t is goi ng to be air- conditioned. 

That is the name of the company and what it 'is going to do , Don't 

believe what you read . 

~ Is i t an artesian well or a soil well? 

THE PI:\ESID.Jil.TT: \'le bad a di spute as to what is an artesian well and 

apparent ly it i s not a n artesian well, because somebody found 

1n t he dictionary that an artesian Y!ell is a flowing well. 

Q It is a drilled well? 

THE PRESIDENT: It i s a drilled well , 110 teet deep . 
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(Mrs. RooseTel t aeked the President t o take his sun !laeeea 

ott becau se t be phot ographers were about to t ake pi ctures.) 

THE ffiESIIENT: All you tellowe bol d up your pieoes ot paper and pen-

oils and we can send t be p i ctures t o t be otti ees. (Laughter ) 

Q Are you planning any l andscaping? 

THE PRESIDENT : What ever ther e is, just t he t rees -- just trees . 

There will be no garden . But wha~ I will do is to try to get 

some from out of the woods and trom the Catski lls , various 

flowering shrubs , things of that sort, so that we will get 
• 

SOI:Iething flowering from the first of May through to September . 

Q All native? 

THE PRESIDENT: All native, yes . 

Q V!hen do you expect you will be ready to move in? 

THE PP.ESDlENT: Oh, next spring . 

Q \','bat kind of a heating plant a re you having? 

T'& PHESID.E2-'T : It is tht. t comptmy that is doing the air-conditioning 

in other places but not here . 

r~ Coal or oil? 

THE PRl!:SIDDlT: Oil . 

Q Rave you decided on a name for it? 

THL PP..ESIDEI!T : We 1·1ill call it after the hill, t h i s old hill along 
' 

here , fror.; two miles south to a mile north . It has always been 

known as Dutchess Eill . 

~ Dutchess Rill ? 

THE Pl.If.SID.ENT: But it is not just this place . .\nybody else can call 

it Dutchess Hill . 

Q There is a stccy it vn1s located on i.:ount J,:clntyre . (Laughter) 



Q Will Mr. Spencer admit the Talidity ot that name? 
• 

THE PRES IDEm': I don't know. (Laughter) 

I am glad I haTe not a doghouse here becauee you probabl y 

would have crawl ed into i t . (Referr i ng to photographers. ) 

(Laughter) 

Q Bave you changed your mi.nd, Vx . Presi dent , about having a telephone 

in? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , no telephones • 

• Q No telephone , no radio, no electric l i ghts? 

THE PRESIDENT: No garden. 

Q How will it be illumi nated? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, next spring I am putti ng electric lights in 

but I don ' t know yet . 

~ What kind of roof are you going to have? 

THE PRESIDENT: Patent shingle stuff, wha~ver they call it , fire-

proof shingles . 

Q ~~ . President, are you going t o give us a pretty good speech over 

at Moses Smith ' s today? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think I will tal k about fishing . 

Q How about throwing in a little international stuff this afternoon? 

THE PHESIDENT: Why that? 

Q. . We need two good stories. 

THE PRESIDENT: Not today . You don ' t need another story until tomorrow 

night . They do not open t he news section of Sunday newspaper s 

anyway . 

Q Yes they do. 

Q It is a return to the horse and buggy age. (Referring to the Pres-

ident ' s comment that there would be no electricity or telephones 



., -- B 

in the new house.) 

THE PRESIDENT: I can tell you a stor,y off the record but you will 

have to make it ott the record. It you go out to. buy telephone .. 
poles from the electric light company, they want $40. a pole. 

I have to have titteen poles to get in from the road and it is 

$600. What I am going to do, I think, is to go down into the 

woods and cut fifteen hemlocks, strip them and put them into 

the barn for the winter so they will dry out and then, 1n April, 

cr.eosote them and put in my own pole!". Then of course the wire 

and the transformer will have to be put in by experts. But I 

can put in my own poles for about $10 . a pole and that is .. a 

saving of $450 . It is worthwhile. 

Hell, as a matter of fact, of. course that is the whole . 

basis of the R.E .A. thing. The R.E .A. is being done in large 

part, of course, by the farmers themselves in a cooperative 

way. You can get poles out of the woods w1 th your own labor 

and strip them and creosote them for $9. or $1Q . anywhere. 

All you need do i s dig holes in the ground. You do not need 

experts to do that. 

~ Mr. President, they asked me to ask you a question so they could 

take a picture . (Referring to photographers.) (Laughter) 

THE P:dESIDENl' : That is a very good question. 

Q That would be a pr etty good story in itself, ~~ . President. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes but I cannot give it to you because it sounds like 

an attack on a particular company which, as a matter of tact, in 

its rates has bee.n doing a rather good job. 

lliR , STOHM: Thank you, W.r·. President. 
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OOUIDD'1'IAL 
PH•• Collfcaoe #681, 
lseoutlve ottlcea of the White Bouse, 
Aucun 30, 1938, 4..07 P.K. 

Q. Bow 1a the cottage CCXIIing along? 

THE PRESIDENT: Fine; I have got roots on the two end sections. . ' 

Q. Will it be through this tall? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think so. 

Q. Without radio and electric lights too? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , I forgot one other thing I might have said -- no 

daily papers. 

Q. Not even the Poughkeepsie Eagle News? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I am going to read than one week late and then I 

can laugh . Every paper will come in just one week or seven days 

late and then I can see bow cockeyed they are. That is off the 

record. (Laughter) 

MI<. DONAlDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not t hink there is any news. I jus t found on 

my desk this morning a report of the National Labor Relatione 

Board, shovnng sixteen s trike situations in July, affecting 3849 

workers . Ten were settled , covering 3466 workers , and the other 

six only affected less than 400 people . The cases closed by 

agreement were 262, affecting 41,000 workers, and quite a number 

of other cases were closed , 29 cases by certification, 68 diemissed 

and 167 withdrawn. 

I mention t his because it is not news. In other words, the 

only news is when the man bites the dog, and we do not get pub -

licity, as I have remarked before, for the very, very large 
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percentase of labor conciliation caeee which are beins eettle4 

nery dar. 

Q In that connection would you like t o •r something a bout t he 

peaceful settlement of t he l ong s tanding Harl an Countr dispute? 

THE PRESIDENT: I woul d l ike t o but I have not got llDf detail ed in-

f ormtion on it. All I can say is that i f it i'e going to bring 

(a ) peace and, secondly, decent treatment of t he ~rkers i n 

Harlan County, i t i s good . I do not know Harlan County at f i r st-
/ 

hand, that is why I put it that way . 

Q ~ . President , are you either planning or hoping t o atte~ the Pan 

Amer ican Confer ence at Ltrua this year? 

THE PRESIDn:T: I t hink I answer ed that the l ast t ime I wa s down there . 

Q Speaking of trips, ther e i s (1. report 1n Minneapolis that you are 

comi ng out there to make a speech at the opening of the Community 

Chest drive? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . 

Q Anything to that? 

THE PRF.SIDENT: No . On the Commun ity drive I usually, in the fall I 

will go on t he air when the thing starts , somet ime i n October. 

Q Do you expect to spear. in t he Sixteent h New York Congressional 

District? 

THI: PRESIDENT : I have no plans whatever that you do not know about . 

Q Have you given any thought to Allen ' s successor? (Former Distri ct of 
(Columbia Commi ssioner ) 

~ PP~I~~ : Not yet . 

Q Anything on the Federal l udgeships? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

~ Wbat did you see 3idney Hillman about today, s ir? 

•• 
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THE PRESIDli:NT: Oh, we talked over a lot of general s1 tuat1ona. 

~ The Wagner Act? 

THE PRJ!SIDP:rr: J'uet general situations. 

Q Did you approve the recommendation of General Hlnes for a new Vet­

erans• Hospital. in Illinois? 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes. As I remember it, while formal official approval 

has not yet been given, we are all ready to go ahead with the de­

cision on Texas but not on Illinois. 

Q May I ask what is holding it up? 

THE PRESIDENT: A number of organizations or coxmnunities, I do not 

know which it is, have asked for further hearings . 

Q Will you tell us where in Texas that hospital will be? 

T:'Efr: PRFSDJENT: I guess you had probably better wa.i t and get it from 

Hines because ther~ are a good many technicalities involved. 

Q. f..lr . Pr~sident, have you complied with the request from Congressman 

Dies for more cooperation f rom Government departments for his 

committee? 

TH:E PRESIDENT: I never heard of such a thing. !.-lore cooperation from 

Government departments? Aren 't they getting it? 

Q He wrote to you asking that the Department of Justice and the De­

part~nt of Labor assist htm. 

THE PRESIDENT: He was not asking for more cooperation; he was asking 

for the detail of certain specified people. That is a very dif­

ferent thi~g th~n asking for more cooperation. 

Q Have you done anything about that request? . 

THE PRESIDENT: I have referred it to the Departments involved. 

Q Can you tell us what you wrote to those Departments? 
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THE PRESIDENT : I have refer red it to t hem f or r eport. 

Q. Secret ary Hull would not t ell us about his talk with you early 

th i s mor ning alt hough he did say that be covered certain phases 

or the i nternational situati on . 

THE PRESID~~: I thi nk at a time like thi s it is best not to ooomnent . 

Q Is this a good time to cormnent on '-:aryl.and? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . Next Monday -- I am going there on ?Jfonday . 

Q Representative Goldsborough gave us some details as to the trip, 

et cetera and so on . Is there anything else you want to add 

or would care to add about his visit with you this morning? 

THE PkESI DENT : I don ' t think so . He told where I was going to land 

and then coming back here that evening? 

Q Steve (11:r . Early) had tol:i us that beforehand . 

Q Mr . President, do you know who is going to be in your party? 

THE W.LSIDEHT: I don ' t know yet. I '"ill be able to tell you in a 

few days. 

~ Newspaper advert isement s are urging the people of the state to 

resist t he Federal invasion . Do you regard yourself as an invader? ·-
1~ PRESIDENT: I read it and my first impression was one of amuse-

ment and my next i:upression v;as one of sadness that anybody 

could put out a hysterical statement of that kind . On the face 

of it it i s funny but when you go d~vn deep it is sad, pathetic . 

t._ Do you share the view of J...ttorney General Cummings that Senator 

Lonergan is an acceptable candidate in Connecticut? 

THL PRL~IDEKT: I have not heard a word about it . 

~ He ~de the announcement that the Senator is for the New Deal . 

THE PRESIDENT : I have not heard a word about Connecticut since the 

-
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day that the White House correspondents plqed ball onr 1n 

Pawling -- about what was it, ten days? 

~ That was the day you said "How do?" to Mr. Kopplemenn. 

THE PRESIDl!NT: Yes, that is right, and they all saw me and heard me. 

~ ~d they lost. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Y!e had a manager with us. (Laughter) 

~ Fred (Storm) stole second. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDl!NT: Stole? 

Q Tried to. 

Q. A:re you soon going to release the report of the Philip!)ine Joint 

Preparatory Committee? 

THE PRESIDENT: That I do not know. You will have to talk to them 

about it. I have not heard a word . 

They are releasing, for Friday Dlorning papers , the report 

of this committee that .went abroad to bring in a factual report 

of relations between employers and employees in England and 

Sweden. lie are releasing the English part on Thursday for Fri­

day morning pape~s . It is unanimous and exceedingly interesting. 

It is well worth reading through and not just trying to hit the 

high spots. 

Q. \'lhen do you think you will have your Denton speech ready, sir? 

THE P?.ESIDENT: Oh, I suppose Monday about noon. 

~ And it is to be delivered by 2 . 00 o'clock? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

~ That is plenty of time; plenty of time. (Laughter) 

~ In that connection, it is reported that you also may go to Balti­

more later on? 
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'IE! PRISIDIR'l': Yea? 

Q You don't plan to? 

'lH! PRISIDEN!': No. 

481 -- 6 

Q Mr. President, do you know where Representative Goldsborough 

stands in the Senatorial contest? 

mE PRESIDENT: You had better ask him. 

Q I would not ask hi.ru where he stands but do you know where he 

stands? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I think so . (Laughter) 

Q Down in Georgia you spoke ot the necessity ot doing something 

about the freight rates differentials . I wonder it you could 

tell us what you have in mind on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: A good many ot the agencies are working on it. 

~ I wonder if you plan to recommend anything to Congress? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is too tar ahead. 

~ Did Secretary Morgenthau have that tax study prepared tor you 

today? 

TID; PRESIDENT: Oh, gosh, no. You are about two months ahead of me. 

Q When he started he said he hoped to have same or all by tal~ and 

I wondered it he had brought any over? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President. 

Q Can you comment on your talk with Marvin Jones this morning? 

THE PRESIDENT: We talked about agriculture. 

Q In view or the committees that want help to study labor relations 

and in view or Green's statement, do you pla.n to recommend any 
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Waper Labor Aot --~nta? 

'l'BI PRISIISlft': Read the Aot first. 

Q Where will that report be released? 

'l'HI PBBS:nm:NT: Right here at the White House. 

Q How soon? 

1m. EARLY: Probably tCIIlOrrow afternoon. 

THlt PRESIDXNT: For Friday JD:)rDJ.ng papers. 

068 

Q Do you care t o make any remarks about Mr. Byrnes in South Carolina? 

THE PRESIDENt': No, (pausing) no . (Laughter) I know what I will say, 

whichever way it goes. That I have got very definitely in my 

mind so it is all right. 

MR . YOUNG: Well, again I thank you, Mr. President. 

- . 

__ , 



C<llliDDl'IAL 
Preea OODference #.S2, 
becut1Te 9ff1cea of the White Houae, 
Septeber 2, 1958, 10 .37 A.M. 

THE PRESIDENT: This makes me realize that winter is coming on. I 

understand the Press Club is arranging its winter program. 

Q I am on that committee. Have you any suggestions? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have lots ot suggestions; it is all right . 

~ I would appreciate a memorandum. (Laughter) 

Q The Senator rejoined after many yea.rs of absence . 

THE l'Rl!SIDENT: I know it • 

Well , you are going to have a nice l ong time at Hyde Park this 

time. 

Q I bought a new set of golf clubs yesterday, so I am all set . 

tm. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESI DJlNT: Will it improve your game? 

~ (Mr . Storm) I think so . I hope so . 

THS PRESI DENT : ~'/ell, Senator, have you any que stions this morning? 

~ ~~ . President, have you any comment to make on Italy's order for 

the expulsion of about 22 , 000 Jews who have been t her e s ince 

1919? 

THE PRESIDENI' : f!o . 

Q. Is the re anything you can t ell us about the failure of railroad 

labor to accept arbitration as a means of settling the wage 

reduction? 

THE PR:&SIDEl\"T : Only tha t I hope it can be worked out . 

Q Are you at a point where you can consi der a successor to George 

Allen yet? 

• 
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THE PRESIDD'l': Not )'et. 

~ I haTe to ask you that at certain times. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there will be any news tor quite a 

while. 

~ Do you see anything alarming in the situation with respect to 

MexicQ,respecting the President's remarks? 

THE PRESIDENl' : I don 't think there is any news on that other than 

what you have got . 

Q I s there anything you can add to the Navy Department announcement 

of the creation of a new squadron? 

THE PRESIDWT: No, I think they announced why it i s being done . 
the 

~ Is it a fact that you have decided not to go t o dedicate/bridge 

at Port Huron? \'lould that indicate that you are not going into 

h:ichigan this fall? 

THE PRESIDEl\"T: I have not any def'ini te plans . It i s going to be 

awfully hard t o get away f r om here before election. I will have 

to say this off t he record: I t is an unjustif i ed , absolutely 

unjustified, asstnnption which is being made by Detroit papers 

that a failure to go to dedicat e an international bridge up 

there at Port Huron is i n any way connected with the t~ichigan 

campai gn . It is a deliberate d i stortion of the f'act and the 

Detroit papers might as well get that . I woul d like to go ther e 

t o dedicate the brid5e but it is a little difficult for me to 

get a way. 

Q. I n view of the pol itical situa.tion, wouldn' t it be o. K. for us 

to say t hat it has nothing' to do Vlith the campaign? 

THE PRESIDEliT: It is .a deliberate distortion tor any lfi chi gan paper 
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to make auy such assumption. 

Q. Ia that on the record? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, leave that on the record. (Laughter ) You asked 

tor it and you got it. 

Q I do not know whether you are talking about my paper or not . (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: I am talking about some assumptions . 

Q WAy I ask one more question? 

THE PRESIDIDrr: Yes . 

Q You have been engaged in eliminating or trying to eliminate some 

of the Senatorial candidates --

THE PRESIDENT: (inter~osing) That is not true either. 

Q Well , do you plan in any way to ~ ive ~tn;;: l:.<•li: to· Governor Murphy 

in ttb election out there? 

THE Pi""F..'~.IDlil\1'1' : I will probably do the same thin@ about him as I will 

do tor various other liber~>l s in the United States . I am in favor 

of liberals . I aru not t~king part in .party politics in the elec­

tion. If there i s a f."OOd liberal running on the Republican t icket, 

I would not have the slightest objection to his election. 

~ Have you found any yet, sir? 

THE Prt:C:SIDl!.NT: Yes , cur\oualy enough there are some . 

~ 1::ould Clyde Reed of Kansas qualify? 

THE PP.ESIDENT: Now you ore goine into naraes and it i s much too pre-

mature . 

~ What did you say, sir? VIas it, "I would not have the sliF;htest 

objecti on to his --" what , sir? 

THE PRESIDhNT: To his electi on . 

Q Does that ~nply that you may do somethiO£ to help the Governor? 
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TBE PR!SIDl!Nl': Now you are cCIIliq down to specitic-caaes. I am 

talking principle. Let's stick to principle. It doesn't make 

the same kind of a headline in Michigan or any other place, but 

American people are beginning to think more in terms or prin­

ciple than personality. That is easy. 

Q May we infer from the picture that you draw -- you said it is 

difficult to get away -- may we infer that you consider the 

national or the 1nternational~ situation delicate at this time? 

Can we comment on that? 

THE P.P.ESIDENT: Only to this extent, on the international situation 

I would not say it i s delicate, I would say it is difficult. 

We all know that. It is a difficult situation and I hate to 

tie nzyself up a t the present time. I do not know what my dates 

are; possibly any dates will be a few hours from Washington and 

things that can be canceled very easily in case I need to. 

~ ~tr. President, have you made up your list of who will accompany 

you Saturday into umryland, or Sunday? 

THE F?.ESIDENT: Yes, who have we got? Can we tell them? The Presi­

dent of the United States, Jim Farley, Dave Lewis, Governor Nice, 

that first day. 

Q Congressman Goldsborough? 

THE PP.ESIDENX: Congressman Go.ld~borough and Dr. }.ic!ntire . 

Q Is Dr. Byrd going? 

THE PruSIDENT: No. 

~ Will Mr . Farley ma~e the whole . trip? 

THE ;fP.F.SIDF.NT: Yes. 

Q. V{ill the Go,vernor Irlike the whole trip? 
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'l'BB PRISIDil'll': I don't thlDk eo. I thlDk he 1e 1MT1Jic at Morpa-

town and then rejoin1J18 ue on Monday at l!atapeake. I don•t 

know how t o spell it. I t 18 all right otberwiee. 

Q In view ot the tact t hat t here has been a diTision ot titles, 1e 

Mr. Farley making the t r i p as Postmaster General or aa head ot 

t he Democratic Party? 

THE PRESIDENT: I n both capacities . 

Q May we quote you directly about that sentence on the elect i on of 

Republican l i berals? 

THE PRESIDENT : Sure . 

ct \'Tould you care to comment on the stories this morning to the effect 

that the bridge at MorgantONn baa been sponsored tor year s. by 

people now active as Lewis' campe.ign llJ3.nagers, et cetera? 

THE PRESIDENT: I never beard of it. No , the bridge a t l'.organtown 

was just brought to my attention, I think, a year before the 

junior Senator from l.iaryland was elected to the Senate . Now, 

that is quite a long while ago. He came in here and he talked 

to me about the great desirabi lity of a bridge across the 

Potomac for the people ot J,~land to get into Tidewater Vir-

ginia without having to came all the way up here to Washington . 

They only bad ferr i es which, of course, did not always operate 

through the winter . That i s the f irst I heard of i t . From that 
. 

time I have been ver y much interested i n so~e method of getting 

across the Potomac River throughout t he year further down . You 

se~, it is appr oximately 110 mi les tram here down to the mouth 

ot the Potomac and no way of gett ing across except by terry. 



fBI -- 6 

!I'R. EARI:Y: It you are going to quote tbat sentence, I think rou 

had better claritJ it and repeat. 

Q Would it be possi ble to extend that quote to include deliberate 

distorti on and also What you said about liberals? 

THE PR6SIDENT: Yes , use both. And add to that, sti ll in the quotes , 

"The good of the country rises above party." 

(The stenographer then read the following questions and 

answers: 

":t In view of the political situation, wouldn ' t i t 

be 0 . K. for us to say that it has nothing to 

do with the campaign'? 

~HE PRES~rT: It is a deliberate distortion for 

o.ny !.~ichigan paper to nake any such assump-

tion. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .._ 
"THE PI.ESID:a:T: . . . . . . . . . . I am not taking part in 

party politics in t he election. If there is 

a sood liberal running on the Republican 

ticket, ! would not have the slichtest objec-

tion t o hi s election . ~) 

-<. Would it be encroaching too much to ask if your direc~ quotation 

on the election of liberal Republicans refers to California? 

THE PRESID~T: I um talking nationally . As a matter of fact, I do 

not mind talking to you f or backrround on California . There is 

no question about it. This is not for direct quotation, it is 

background . There i s no question , of course, that both Dovmey 

and Olson are, in their general :10 ints of view, liberals . There 
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is ab~lutely no question about that • . There is also no ques-
0 

tion that I bave telt -- because I told you all betore -- that 

the Thirty-Dollars-every-Thursday plan is, in my judsment, 

unsound from the financial point of view. It is, however, a 

State plan. 

If a plan of that kind ·is adopted by .the voters and the 

legislatures of a state, provided it ~s not violate the 

Federal Constitution in regard to the i ssuance of currency, 

under our system of Government the state has a right to try 

out the plan. I do not like the plan . The Senate of the United 

States h~s nothing to do with the plan, provided it is consti tu-

tional. But, · outside of that plan , which I do not like person-

ally, both Downey and Olson are undoubtedly liberals. 

l. 'rould not 1 t be possible for t he Sen~:~te and Congress to adopt this 

plan on a nationul basis? Isn't it just es applicable nationally 

as it is for the st~:~te? 

U ·C: PR:ESIDEHT: Just on the doctrine of chances, no. ..:..s Lord Bryce 

said to me a greet ~any years ago, about 1904 or 1905, one of 

t he advantages of the .American syster>l of eovermnent, \l'hich makes 

it better than the European system, is that when somebody comes 

along with a brand new .ple.n which a great many people think is 

crackpot, or won't work financially, or for some ot~son, 

the state, either one state or two states or three states have 

a right to try it out and, if the thing works, it is apt to be 

adopted on a national scale. 

I suppose one of the easiest illustrations is direct pri-

m11ries. Direct primaries started in one or two states and worked. 

07 
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_They liked it. It spread to other states so t hat today d irect 

primaries are on .a national basis with very tew excepti ons. It 

is one of the excellent results of our system of government . 

~ Financie.lly unsound -- is there any suggestion, do you mean to 

suggest that some similar plan or some plan to extend pensions 

would be favored? 

THE PRESIDEJI.'T: You saw the mern.o a t Hyde Park . I think that covered 

it. 

Q. What would you say ab out using such a plan in the Senatorial Pri ­

mary? Do you agree wi tb Senator r,:cAdoo' s sayine: that it is a 

delusion? 

Tlli: PRE::>ID:i!:NT : I do not know . 

1;. rr a Der:ocrat conserve.tiv e were noroi noted · a nd runnin£ t:.(;&inst u 

Republic~:.n liberal, woulC. you favor the Republican liberal? 

THE PHESIDl\NT: It depends on wh&.t is inside his heart. The ques­

tion is, m..:hen he eets to t h e Senate, what is in his henrt?" 

I f he is a real liberal, he will vote that way. 

~ In view of all this , do you think you should consider t he use of 

the word, "purge"? 

Til::.. Pi-:i.;:)ID2!j~T: I would call it one of those headline words , v1hen 

you hltve to have s short wor d to illustrate an ide1:1 , !:i nd, to 

f;O furtJ,er , I wo,_;_ld say it is an extremely iJ>·.matur e wore'. , 

either for he!:idl in(~S or leads. 

You are get tjng Steve (i:r. F.orly) worried . 

Q h point of order: You l abel ed your ccm~ent on Cal ifornia, on 

Downey and Ol son, as background? 

THE PRESIDhllT : You can use it in the regul a r way but not for quotes . 

Q Following your instructions , I read that British labor thing . The 
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principal factor seems to be that col lective bargaining is 

accepted and ther efore they have peace . Can you g i ve us some 

idea of what i n that report mi ght be appli cable to proposed 

legislation in view of the fact t hat Eritain ' S success is due 

largely to a state of mind? 

THE PRESIDENT: Ko, except that I believe we will gradually work 

toward that state of mind over here . I think it is a very im­

portant factor . In working out any l~:~w or working .out any 

system, if both sides to any controversy are in a state of 

mind where they want to work it ou·t in the spirit of t he l aw 

or the system, you generally get somevmere but, if you call 

t he other fellow n!:lmes or emphasize ~mc licly t he violence of 

t he d i spute , you do not e: et anywhere . 

And , of course, peo~le can be helpful . ~e Press can be 

hel pful in not overstressinG d i s putes . '!'he peopl e e nga[red in 

the di sputes can be helpful if they do not use bad names , do 

not make oversta tements . 

Of course tf•is i!as been goinc on in :::~gland for a long, 

lone; time ane I hope that in t his countr y we a r e going grad­

ually, over a period of years, t o ~:; et in t lJe se.rr,e f rane of n:ind 

t hat they are in over there, ':.lut i t ne eds coopera tion. 

·.._ i.:r . President, c~n you tell us about your ta1k yesterday morning 

wit.h 1.:r . Phillip t.:urr1:1y of the Steel \'forkers ' Or ganizinp. Com­

•nittee? 

THS PF.ESID~vr : It was along that general line I have been talking 

about, the same i deu , trying to settle t hing s in a friendly way . 

Nothing s pecific , only general. 

!: r I t • b 
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Q Nothing was brought out about the wage cuts in the steel industry? 

THE PRESI DENT: Only in relation to what I said, trying to work it 

out in a friendly way . 

07 

Q. \'.1hat do you t'hink of the English system ot settling jurisdictionally 

every j urisdictional disnute? 

THE P'"rl.ESIDENT : It seems to work . 

Q Do you think there i s any hope? 

T.:C PlXSIDENT: I hope so . Again it is a question of frame of mind. 

f.!R . YOUNG: Thank you, t::r . President . 



CONPIDJ:Nl'IAL 
Preae Conference #483, 
At the Hyde Park Station ot the 

New York Central Railroad, N.Y., 
(The President was seated in his motor car), 
September 6, 1938, 8.45 A.M. 

(Only a few of the Press were present.) 

THE PRESIDENT: You kn·ow what the cameramen said about George (Durno)? 

You know that famous story? They got George terribly excited 

because ~tts . Roosevelt happened to remark --

men • s story -- ''Where is George Durno'?" And 

this is the camera­

one of the came~ 
men is reported to have said, "Drunk." They told him that she 

was telling it for about two days, and he believed it for about 

two days. 

AR . MciNTYRE: That is the reason George is here now. 
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there is any news. You have got it all.I 

cannot t hink of a thing. 

Q. How long do you plan to stay'? 

THE l'RESIDE!I:'T: I hope to stay until a week from Sunday. 
' 

Q. Will you be beck here after the Chattano~ trip? 

THE PRl!SIDENl': I will ·go first to Washington and stay a day and then 

Chattanooga and t hen back to Washington for about ten days. 

Q Any callers of importance today? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think anything. I will see the house . It 

has a few more stones added to it. 

Q You are going to make a speech up here on the seventeenth? • 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, just the regular Constitution thing. 

Q How do you feel about ~~ryland after the reception yesterday'? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think it was fine. I never campaigned on the 
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Eastern Shore before. That 1e ott the record. Did you eTer 

campaign 1D Maine? 'l'bat 1e also ott the record. 

Q. Yes, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: Or even the back part ot Dutchess County? (Laughter) 

il- Is there a~y likel i hood ot your going t o this conference? 

THE PRESIDmT: I have not any plana . It is the same th ing, t he same 

story. You see , the r eal tact is that I have not a plan,except 

the Chattanooga thing, more than six hours distance trom vrasb­

ington at any time. 

Q Vlhat do you hear on the internati onal situation? 

THE FRESIDl!:NT : Nothing more than you people have got. 

Q I t looks pretty bad? 

THE PRESIDEl\'T; You cannot tell. 

Q. Anything about the French mobilizati on? 

THE PRESIDENT: The trouble is -- this is off the record -- the trouble 

is there are so many stories that come through that are just rumors 

that you cannot tell . For instance, all the newspapers the other 

day had a dispatch -- this i s all off the record -- that Henlein 

had left Hitler and gone back to deliver an ultimatum to Czecho-

slovakia . Even London and Paris said that . Berlin said that 

he was still in Bercbteagaden , which he was. HP. bad not left 

at all . 

You see , you cannot get news . The tallows covering that 

situation -- there is no way in which they can get the dope , 

the plain facts . The same -thing happens to us . While our 

State Depart ment dispatches are not as wild as t he newspaper 

stories , t hey are darned near , and that i s say ing a lot . 
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Q You have not --

TBI PRISIDENr:· (1nterpoa1DB) They have not any Hyde Park over 

there and they haTe not any Press Conferences. 

It is a bad situati on because halt the stories are just 

nothing but talk. 

Q You have not made any plans? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I don't think there is a blessed thing. I hope 

it will be quiet today. 
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CONFIDDI'IAL 
Prell cont1renoe 148-l, 
At the BJd• Park home ot the Prelident, 

(In the StudT), 
September 9, 1938, 5.30 P.M. 

Q. How do you do, Mr . President? 

THE FRII:SIDENT : Well , how 1e everybody? How i s your golt ? 

Q (Mr. Storm) I took e ight bucks tram Mac (Mr. Mcintyre) yest erday . 

THE PRl!SID~T : Were you his part ner? 

Q (Mr. Belair) I was, Mr . Pres i dent. 

Q That was the gr andest tlag ot all; grand design; pony express flag . 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I thought you would like t o have that . George 

needed something to wave . 

Q Absolutely. 

• THE PRESIDENT: So I told Grace (Miss Tully) to take it down to you . 

You really have something to wave . 

Q (Mr. Durno) I have been waving . 

THE PRESimNT: You cannot just go a round through lite, just waving 

your arm. You get tired . You have to have s omething in your 

band. 

Q I put it at halt-mast at the Nelson House . (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Don ' t they need something at half-mast all the time 

i n the Nelson House? -
t, They need crepe the year around. 

' 
THE PRESI D.El\'T: Vlho is here from Poughkeeps i e? 

Q I am. 

THE mESIIJ~T.: Hight. What i s the lat est about the row I read about , 

about the seventeenth and the local conmittee •s handling of i t? 

Q I have not beard of any row. 



'1'81 PRJ:siDINT: 'l'he Star bad a lo~~g story on it. 

Q 'l'he.t was nry lo~~g ac<>· 
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THE PRESIDENT: That was the day before yesterday. The Eagle Nne 

would not carry 1 t but the Star bad a big stary. 

Q Row? 

THE PRl!SIDENI': About bow they bad not done anything. 

Q That is just the Star 's editorial policy . It was partly the 

State's (State of New York) tault . They did not give them any 

assurances just bow tar to go ahead. 

THE PRESIDENT: I thought they had $5, 000? 

~ It was not in black and white until t wo weeks ago. And now Stein­

gut comes in and says, "Shoot the works." If they had had that 

two weeks ago, they would be all right . 

THE PRESIDENT: Somebody was asleep at the switch, I guess. 

Q 'lie need a couple of Democratic Senators from Dutchess County and 

Assemblymen . 

Q l<:t' . President , as the result of recent speeches by Joe Kennedy 

and Ambassador Bullitt and also yourself and Secretary Hull, 

the impression, according to reports, is growing abroad that 

the United States is allied morally with the democracies ot 

Europe in a sort of "Stop Hitler" movement, not necessarily 

in commitments for war or anything ot that sort, but morally. 

Is t here anything you can tell us about that ? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think the only thing I can say is this -- two 

things: first, is t hat the Associated Press dispatch about 

what Ambassador Bullitt said has been categorically and deti­

ni tely denied by the Ambassador and by the American Embassy 
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in Parh. Nlaber two 1a that your question 1e Tery ... n put. 

You speak ot "impresSl~Onts"lr- in other words, interpretations 

by ool\DJ11ete and edito:r:IIILl writers in the Un.ited States. It 

they would read the English language about what the Secretary 

ot State has said and what I have said, they would tind that 

their interpretations are about 1001& wrong. I am not mention­

ing any names -- I do not have to. I n other words , this is -­

ott the r ecord , this is just a political a ttempt to misinter­

pret the tact . That goes for a lmost every interpretation that 

I have read, so there. And the wor st ottenders -- well, I 

won't say t he worst offenders --

Q (interposing ) t~ . President , can you state for us the policy of 

t he United States toward the preservation ot --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Read what the Secretary or State has 

said and what I have said . That is t he policy . And do not put 

words into people ' s mout hs that they have not said . t~ke that 

very, very clear . The Press of this country is behaving rather 

badly on thi s whole for ei gn policy situation. It is the polit­

ical angle of the Press and they are giving a false impressi on. 

How do you like that? 

Q The Secretary ot St ate has complained that whenever he t r ied to 

run a bluff, the Press had exposed his hand . 

TliE PRESIDENT: He had complained that? 

Q Yes . 

THE PRESIDENT: No1 When did he ever say that? 

Q (Llr . O' Brien) He said that i n f ront or me . Also that he would not 

object to having some statement ot American foreign policy con-
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' 
strued a bit strongly for whatever moral effect it might haTe. 

' 

.THE PRESIDENT: I think the moral effect end of it has been made 

perfectly clear right out in open English. I do not think 

there is anything particularly hidden about it. 

MR. MciNTYRE: Would you want to quality that about the "Press of 

this country"? 

THE PRESIDENT: I mean that portion of the American Press which is 

using the political angle . I should not have said the American 

Press. 

~ h~ . President, I have been asked about a letter that you are sup-

posed to have written to Arkansas, endorsing the removal of the 

poll tax down there. 

J,;R , MciNTYRE: That is t he letter you wrote to young Broderick. 

THE PRESitENT: That was a personal letter I wrote to, what is his 

name? 

MR . MciNTYHE: Lynn Broderick, was it not? 

TI:D<; PR.FS ID:F.'NT: Yes . 

~ Anything to say, W~. President, about your conference with Gov-

ernor Ben~n? 

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing more than you know . VIe talked about t he 

agricultural situation. 

~ How about your con:Ference with the Attorney General? 

THE PRESIDEKT: I suppose we talked about fifty different things; 

nothing in particular. 

~ ~~. President, as a result of what the Attorney General said, --

again a matter or · interpretation and speculation is involved --

(laughter) it would appear that the effort to obtain the election 



ot liberals 1D primaries and the deteet ot reactionaries 

would be coDt1Ded to thoee states already named and not ex­

tended in Connecticut. Was that justified? 

THE PRESID»rr: No, I do not think eo. In other worde, I am talk­

ing principle. 

Q. (by another member of the Press) You wait until I get you hCIIle. 

THE PRESIDENT: You would bring it out. (Laughter) 

Another thing, you are asking about the poll tax. Again, 

this does not have any particular reference to any one partic­

ular state and I think you could put it this way: that there 

ere a good many states which still have it and, historically, 

it seems to be a remnant of the period , of the ttme of the 

Revolution, when the ownership ot property was necessary before 

you could take part in an election. Almost everywhere in the 

country we have been getting away from that . Every decade has 

seen some state or series or states getting away from it. 

You take, tor example, the State of Virginia, which is 

one of the states which has not got away from it. They have 

a very, very high poll tax. Th~:~ 1·esult is, roughly, that about 

one-third of the qualified white voters in Virginia can vote 

and there are about two-thirds who are disenfranchised by the 

poll tax. . -
Of course, at the time of the Revolution and tor a good 

many years afterwards, there were states that required the 

ownership of real estate before you could vote and it is in 

general line with that that we have this effort to retain the 

poll tax 1n part. I am not bringing in the quest ion of negroes 



~oting, tbat is an entirely different question. I am talk-

ing about. people who now vote. I t is a little bit in line 

with this organization of "ladies" -- put "ladies" in quotes --

in New Jersey who ha~e organized a movement t o keep anybody who 

unfortunately happens t o be on the relief rolls, through no 

tault of their own, trou:. voting because t hey are paupers. 

Q The Women ' s Rebell i on? 

'1HE :mESJDENT: Yes . I t hink it is incorporat ed . I thi nk i t i s 

ca lled Women ' s Rebellion , Inc . Of course the logical conclu-

s i on to t hat would be t or another women ' s revolut i on or men' s 

revoluti on to s t art with the franchise t o be confined t o peo-

ple with A. B. degrees or more . 

I remember President Eli ot , twenty or twent y- five years 

ago , at the tin.e the question of women' s suffrage wa s coming 

up·, somebody said to him, "President Eliot , are you in favor 

of women ' s sUffrage?" He said, "No." They said, "VIhy? Do 

you thi nk i t woul d i ncrease the i gnorant vote i n the country?" 

He sa id , ~Nhy, no, I am very much in favor of an ignorant vot e 

in the country . It i·s because I do not think women know enough 

about Government affairs to be given a franchise. " President 

Eliot vra~ then told t hat quite a nuober of college e;r aduates 
\. 

have i ndicated that they favored giving it to holder s of col-

lege degrees and , i n response to that, he sa i d, "''lhen that 

happens i n t hi s country, we will have a republic f or t hr ee 

years and no more ." 

Q Was i t Eli ot who made that observation? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 
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MR. llclB'l'!Ri: I waa wroDS; it we not the Broderick letter that 

reterred to the poll tax. 
said 

Q Senator Bilbo/today that he had presented a plan for increaa1118 

old age pensions to sixty dollars a month. Ban you anything 

to say? 

THE PRESIDENT: I asked btm one question: ~ere would you get the 

money?" 

Q He conceded that . 

THE PR!SIDENT: And that is as far as we got. 

Q He also replied, however, or said , -- this is inter pretative 

he said that provided a sound means were found to obtain the 

money, he indicated you would not object to the idea . 

THE PHESIDENT: If a sound means could be found, so t hat you boys, 

all of you, could get a guarant eed mi nimum or ~25 , 000 . a year, 

I would be for it. (Laughter ) 

Q I think sound means could be found in that case, ~~ . President . 

(Laughter) 

Q. Was that the priitcipal purpose of his visit, Mr . President'? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, he wanted t o talk to me about a number of other 

t hings, a project and a pardon case and one or two other s . 

Q Wh.at do you hear from h:aryland? 

' THE P.RESID~'T: I have not hear d a peep -- not a peep. 

Q V/hat have you heard trom Rochester about .rtm (James Roosevelt)? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard t his afternoon. Apparently be is 

getting along all right . He is on t his pre- operati on diet. 

Q How long do you expect to stay out there? 

THE PRESIDENT: A couple or days . 
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Ill. KoDI'l'fki: I talked to Chip (Ill'. L. w. Robert) out there and he 

aid that he had juet seen 11m and he 1e in TC'7 hip apirita. . . 
THE PRESIDINT: Why did Chip go out? 

l!R. MciNTYRE: For an examination. 

Q. Bourbon has preserved hiln. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: It you stick to Bourbon, you are all right. 

Q. Han you any further camnent to make on the centralization situa-

tion of the town of Hyde Park? 

THE PRESIDENT: When a r e they voting? 

Q. I believe it is September sixteenth . 

THE PRESIDENT: And all the districts except staatsburg? 

Q I have not had a chance to acquaint myself with the details but I 

understand that Staatsburg is in it -- all of the originally 

contemplated districts . 

THE PRESIDEm' : It is so terribly difficult to know what ie what, there. 

They b6d a violent argument as to whether staatsburg would vote 

or not or was entitled to vote or not. Where is it going to be 

held? 

Q. I believe in Hyde Park Village . 

MR . STORM: Thank you , L!r . Preeident . 

Q. Wi ll you come back here (from Rochester, Minnesota ) or go directly 

to Washington? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have to be here tor the par~ on Saturday . 



--

NOI'Er 

There were no Preea Ccnterences held beLween September 9. 1938. 

at Qrde Park. and September 20. 1938. The President visited b1a 110n 

at Rochester. llinneaota and. upon his retum to l'lashingt;cn. was 

incapacitated ~ a cOld. 
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COKI'IDIH'l'IAL 
PNee Conference lla!S , 
Execut1Te Otticea ot the White Bouse, 
September 20, 1938. 4 . 05 P.N. 

Q How i s t he cold? 

TBE PRESIDENT: Bad. 

Q Everybody seems t o have one around her e . 

THE PRESI DENT: Yea . 

~ Dan Callaghan had one yes terday. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . Mrs . Scheider has got i t and everybody else in 

general. 

Q Why don ' t you t ake some of Mr. Mcint yre ' s remedy? (Laughter ) 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , he knows to do for a cold . (Laughter} 

MR • . OONALDSON: All i n . 

THE PRESID~~: The most import ant personal news is that I have a bad 

cold in my nose . That is more important t han all t he rest of the 

news to me • 

09 

Bill Myers i s going back t o Cornell, ~s you know. His letter 

of resignation and my reply St eve will hsve ready for you aft er-

wards , ~d al so a r at her interesting summary of the work of th~ 

F. C. A. for the last fi ve years , which he gave me on leaving . 

I t shows the progress that has been lllBde . If you will remember , 

i n 1933 there were about fifty-seven different varieties of agri-

cultural credit. They have all been put under one bead and put 

on a proper busi ness basi s since then . The r esume' tells the 

s t or y. St eve will have it f or you. 

'i HoYt are you going t o keep men like hlyers in the Government serv ice? 

THE PRESIDENT : It is pretty bard -- a mighty difficult thi ng. 
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Q Who will succeed him? 

THE PRESIDEm': Mr. Hill, who is Deputy Governor at the present tillle. 

Then, I just had a very interesting hour and a ·halt conter-

ence with Mr. Gray, of the Union Pacifi c, Mr. Clementf, of the 

Pennsylvania, and Mr. Norris, of the Southern, 14r. Harrison, Mr. 
rs-.14)a\\] 

Mr.~ell, of the Brotherhood -- a long discussion Robertson and 

of the railroad probl em but not the wage problem. I suppose 

i t wa.s generally assumed that it was the wage problem but it was 

not. 

The only relationship of the wage problem to what we talked 

about was what I told them in the beginning. I suggested that 

the question of railroad wages is only one element in the broader 

problem of getting a sound system of railroads in the United States. 

That is the larger asp~Qt , a sound system of transportation, co-

ordinated transportation. I told them that last spring I had sent 

all the available information to the Congress for Congress to act 

on, and Congress didn't act on it and I think and I hope that Con-

grass will act on it the coming session; that I felt very strongly 

that they could be of help if they would act as an informal com-

mittee of six to discuss the general problem of transportation , 

particularly if they could bring i.n a sufficiently broad plan to 
, 

make it worth while for the country and the Congress to study and, 

if they like it, to act on it. 

In other words, they know more about the runni ng of railroads 

than anybody else in the country, their management and employees, 

and I am going to see if they cannot, in the course of the next 

month or so, talk things over and get any information they need 
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tro11 the Gonl'DIIent or their own sources and try t o bring 1D soae 

kind or recommen4ationa for legislation, because I felt that we 

were getting nowhere and I think we ought t o' get somewhere , and 

this may help with that picture. 

Q Did they accept the commissi on? 

TBE PRESIDENT: Yes, they are at work now i n the Cabinet Room. 

Q Are they going to make that report to you in the very near future? . . 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes -- at their convenience, I suppose , a month or six 

weeks. 

Q Mr. President , where does that leave t he wage controversy between 

the two parties? 

THE PRESIDENT: It doesn't. It has nothing to do with it. I am sorry 

if you got out on the limb but I suppose it was the obvious thing 

to do . 

Q That means that the wage controversy will so through the regular 

stages? 

THE PRESIDENT: Just being taken up in the regular way . 

Q ~ill this Cabinet Room session result in a statement from those 

gentlemen? 

THE PRESIDENT : Oh , no . I told them they would not say anything to 

you. I told them I would do. all the talking. (Laughter) That 

is much better . 

Q. Mr. President , when do you expect the fact finding board t o be 

created? 

THE PRESIDENT: Probably in just about a week. 

Q Mr. President, have you offered to Senator McAdoo the job of Comp-

troller General? 
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THE PRJ:SIDENI': No. 

Q Or any other job? 

THE PRESID!M': No. 
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Q Anything to give us on the appointment ot a Comptroller of Currenct? 

THE PRESIDEm': Not a thing. 

Q Have you offered Jetty (Kr. J. F. T. O' Connor ) anything? 

THE PRESIDEm': No. I haven't offered anybody any job. 

Q Is the Comptroller General appointment in sight? 

THE PRESIDENI': No, ·nothing in sight. 

Q ~~t do you hear from Europe? 

THE PRESIDENI': Well, Fred (Storm), on Europe there is no news. After 

all, you are here primarily for news . No" I know that a great 

many of you have been t ol d t o ask certain questions, interpretive 

questions and questions of opinion, questions of prognostication, 

and I t hink that in the present situation it is much better that 

you go along with me and not ask any questions of that kind . So 

far as news goes, t here isn't any. 

Q Mr. President , have any Democratic candi dates or officials of Ohio 

asked you to i ntervene against the present cutt ing off of social 

security funds for Ohio? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't heard a word about it . 

Q There i s a vacancy soon on the Maritime Commission. Anything about 

that? 

TIU: PRESIDENT: On the Maritime Commission? Didn't even know it. I 

will have to look into it. 

Q When you appointed them you said you were going to look for somebody 

from· the West Coast. Have you anybody in mind for consideration? 
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THE PRISIDEtll': Not at all. I did not know the time wae up. 

Q BOw about the vacancy on the Supreme Court? Have you thought that 

one over?· 

THE PRESIDEm': No. 

~ i~at can you tell us about the results on Maryland and Georgia? 

THE PRESIDEm': What I read in the papers, which checked with what I 

prognosticated. (Laughter) I was off one thousand. 

~ How about the support ot Tydings in the election? 

THE PRESIDENl': You ought to know that, I don't take part in an elec­

tion between different parties. (Laughter) 

Q I do know that, but I also know at your last Press Conference or 

one of your Press Conferences you said you would not object to 

the election of a liberal Republican. 

THE PRESIDENT: I was talking principle, 

Q Were there any principles involved in Maryland? 

THE .PRESIDENT: Oh , yes, a great many. 

't Governor Winship from Puerto Rico and Governor Poindexter from 

Hawaii are both in the city. Have you any plans --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I think I am to see them tomorrow •or the 

next day. 

Q Will you give us that little slip of paper you put into your desk 

on O'Connor today? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, but I will show it to some other people before 

10.00 o'clock tonight when the polls close. 

Q. !iow about those two bridges you were talking about in Maryland tile 

other day? 

THE PRESIDENT: What two bridges? Oh -- (laughter - prolonged) 

.. 
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Well, I will tell you. That was what they call •a political 

\1 newspaper story." Purely, one hundred per cent. Do you want the 

real story on the bridges? 

Q. Yes. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, of course truth never catches up with the other 

thing. We will call it "the other thing," t herefore it really is 

rather a waste of time for me to tell you the story, you see, but 

the actual fact was this: 

You know , I told you before, I have been interested in getting 

a through line for a long time between Baltimore and Richmond. 

George Radcliffe suggested it away back and I looked it over and 

then t here came up this spring an application for three bridges 

for this through line. One YiaS et Havre de Grace , the other was 

the Patapsco, and the third was the Potomac. The t otal amount --

I have forgotten -- .,., .. -as ~;15 ,000,000. and it would have taken t he 

St at e so far over its quota t ha t it could not be approved . So 

I went dovm t here with the Governor and talked to him about cutting 

dovm the total t o an amount that was 1ii thin the quota of the S'tate 

of Maryland and he entirely approved and said it wes an excellent 

plen to cut out the Pat apsco bri dge , thereby rE::ducing the allot­

ment for Maryl and t o, as I remember it, about $5 , 000 ,000 . or 

~b , 000 , 000, which rrould have covered the Havre de Grace bridge , 

which is in an unsafe condition, end the Pot omac bridge . Well, 

th.<~t is two links out of t he ultimate t hree so , in order to v;et 

something done in s hurrt before this quota -- i t has to be done, 

you know, by the first of Octobe.r -- bef or e the f inal quota of 

t hi s money i s given out, he agreed tha t he would find out from 
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the bankers whether they would finance the two bridges tor the 

Stete of Maryland's share. instead of the three ot them. 

We therefore took up the engineering plan and put it on the 

preferred docket. waiting for the agreement on the part of the 

bankers, which Governor Nice expected to get in order that we 

could meet the dead line of the first of October. 

The bankers, I understand, have turned down the prop~sition 

of the loan on the two bridges. therefore if Maryland is unable 

to pay their 55% of the money by borrowing the money from the 

bankers, certainly the United States Government cannot put up 

their 45%. 

Therefore, the extra amount that is still due Maryland on 

its quota ;dll be distributed among a great many other projects . 

'l'here is a completely false political newspaper story • which 

I have now pricked the bubble of . Now that is the story. 

Q Thank you, Mr. President. 

Q Mr. President, is it your impression that industrial home work on 

goods that go into interstate commerce is covered by the Wages 

and Hours Act, such as needlework done i n the home, say in Puerto 

Ri co , for sale here? 

• THE PRESIDEN.l': I don 't know. You had better ask Andrews. Frankly, 

I don 't kno\';. 

Q Ee does not know. Governor Winship asked him for a rulin6• 

~ Has any satisfactory solution been reached on the Battery Tunnel? 

TEl!: PRESIDEMI' : I have not heard anything about it for a week. The 

last report -,,as that they were going t o try to [;et a single , 

complete project for the amount of money which was in our minds • 

. . 
• 
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The total project outlined to us was away over what we could 

allot to the City of New York. I think they are very nearly 

in lin~ t or it but I have not heard . 

~ On .thie railroad problem, you still entertain the same ideas that 

were employed in your message end the Eastnan commission report 

last spring? 

THE PRESIDEm': In my · message • 

. Q I know, but you also recommended 

THE P~~SID~T: (interposing) Consideration of the Eastman report. 

I did not make it my report, however. 

Q Mr. President, scme weeks ago you seid that the report of the Joint 

Committee on the Philippines , I belie-ve, v:as about to be printed . 

Can you tell us when that may be published? 

THII PRESIDENT: I don ' t know. I Vlill have to ask Frank Sayre, but not 

for several weeks, I think. 

~ When Hre you goine. he-.ck to Hyde Park? 

THE PR18IDENT: Oh, it depends , of course , on things abroad . 

\:! Steve Early is very anxious to get in a golf gante with me up there, 

that is the rer.son I asked . 

TriF PRESIDE!~'T: I shouln say , offhand, on the twenty-eighth or twenty-

ninth if things are quieter on t he other side. 

097 

Cl. Did your di scussion of t he Neutreli ty Act get anyv.here the other day? 

Tl:Dr PRE.SIDENI': I have not <l i scussed the Neutrality Act . 

'l. With McReynolds? 

THE PRESID:Fl\"1' : ~o . 

Q. Yesterday'? 

TEE PRESIDEl'l"'.l': No. 
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Q Yr. McReynolds came out the other day and gaTe the impression --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Gave the "impression." In other words, 

he told you what he said about the Neutrality Act end did not 

say he discussed it. You know that happens very often. Just 

beoause somebody comes out of the office ond gives you his per-

' 
sonal opi.nion, don 't, please, get the impression that it was 

talked over with the Pr esident . We did not discuss the Neutrality 

Act . He had a perfect right t o give you his views on the Act 

when he went out . 

~ Di d you discuss the Johnson Act? 

THE PRESIDENT : No, we did not . We discussed the Chattanooga celebre-

tion for s very long time. 

~ Di d you discuss the possibil1ty of en extra session of Congress? 

THE PRESID~~: We did not. He gave you his personal impression • 
. 

Q I would like t o come down from t hese high and mighty subjects. 

Things that you have t o buy are very expensive , for example , two 

cents apiece for carrots when, do~~ in the immediate vicinity , 

farmers say it doesn ' t pay them to pick them. 

T~ PRESIDENT: That i s perf ectl y true . 

~ Why i s t hat? 

Tr::E PID.SIDEt-.'T : When I was in the State Legislature in New York I f ol -

lowed a shi pment of celery from the ~orfolk market and tile celery, 

per crate, 'l'las sold by the Norfolk farmers down t here for about , 

as I rent~nber it, 18¢ a crate, which barely pa i d f or the crate 

let alone making any profi t on the labor , end that same celery 

~~s being sold , after it had gone to New York by water end had 

passed through the hands of -- I followed it carefully -- six 
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different commi~sion merchants, and when you bought that celery 

in the Bronx· or Queens or Brooklyn or Manhattan it cost you et 

the re.te or $2.20 a crate . I t is part or our civilization . Is 

it necessary? No wonder you ask the question, I s it necessary? 

Q These were adjacent termers, within trucki ng distance? 

THE PRESIDEm' : Yes , end you do your own marketing . 

~ I know whet things cost . 

Q Do you expect to release the study which the Federal Trade Commi e-

sion turned over t o you about three weeks ago on commodity prices? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t see there is any reason why it should not be 

released . I have not got it . It may have been sent over here . 

Q. Wean ' t it turned over to you les~pril? 
. 

T~ PRESIDENT: I don ' t know , esk Rudolph . That is a report t hat I 

have not reed . 

MR. YOUNG : Thank you, M:r . Pres1dent . 



COlO'IDIRl'W. 
Preaa Conference' #485-J(Held by Kr. Farly), 

In Kr. :hrly'• Ottice, Exeout1Te Ottices 
of the llhi te House, 

September 23, 1938, 10.40 A.M. 

(The President was confined to the White House by a cold. Mr. Early, 

at the President's request, held th~ Press Conference.) 

Q (Miss Fleeson) Do you mean t o say that I got up early t o come over 

and talk to steve Early? (Laught er) 

MR. EARLY: You got a felae alarm, Doria . 

0, You could have had the coni'erence in the lobby. 

MF. EARLY: Yea . 

Q we are getting gypped. 

hffi . FARLY: I don't think the room will hold them all. 

l.m. DONALDSON: All in. 

MR. EARLY : Gentlemen, I am sorry you all came out for the fire this 

mornine and probably find a false aJ.e.rm , ~ut Dr . Mcintire thinks 

that the President is making such progress with his cold in his 

nose that he should not attempt this morning to leave the White 

House and come over here~ or risk exposure , and if he can keep 

hi.Jn over there he will quickly be altogetbe1· in O. K. condition . 

It is just a precaut ionary measure . It was about ten minutes 

ago t hat I learned of the doctor' s decision and offered myself 

as a pinch hitter. That i s the best I could do under the circum-

stances . 

First, I should like to call your att ention to t he st atement 

whi ch we are putting out. It i s a par allel report made by the 

100 

a~.e gr oup that gave t he President, through the Secretary of Labor, 
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a week ago, a report on conditions, employer-eaployee conditions, 

exieUng in Great Britain. This is the parallel report on Sweden 

and it is for release in the Sunday morning papers, together nth 

a preliminary statement by t he President , Copies of that are 

available, 

The only other pi ece of news I have for you is that Mr. J , F. 

T. O' Connor has advised the President that he does not desire re­

appointment as Comptroller of the Curr ency and he will return to 

practice law in California . And , along with his practice of law, 

will work for t_he election of the Democratic ticket in the State. 

The President, therefore , is appointing Mr. Preston Delano , of 

Fairhaven, Massachusetts, who is very distantly related , who is 

now Governor of the Federal Home Loan Bank S'ystern , t o be Comptroller 

of the Currency. 

Q How distant i s the relat ionship? 

1m. EARLY : It is so distant thst I asked l.lr. Del ano and he said he did 

not know. 

Q, He is Governor of what did you say? 

tiR. EARLY: He is now Governor of the Feder&l Home Loan Bank Systen!• 

Q The national System? 

IIIR. FARLY: Yes . 

~ Member of the Board? 

!VJ'l , EARLY: I have it from the Treasury Department tha t be i s now the 

Governor of it. 

~ St ephen , do you know his relationship to Colonel Freueri c A. Delano? 

MR. :t::ARLY: I don't knoll, Fred . He hss been in the Government service 

for five years. 
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Q He is t he one the Presi dent visited at l a irhaTen? 

MR. EARLY: Yes. He 1e f ormerly general IIWlager of the Home Owners' 

Loan COrporation. 

Q Any ot her j ob t hat O' Connor di d not want, Mr. F~ly? 

MR. EARLY: Ask him. 

Q Was he offered r eappoi ntment? 

t.m. EARLY : I t was held open for him and he told the President he pre­

ferred t o r et urn to Calif ornia and go into privat e pract i ce. 

Q He prefers $30 every Thursday . (Laught er) 

Q Atlanta had a report that Lawrence Camp is going t o be appointed to 

the Supreme Court? 

MR. EARLY: You ask me that question and I will ask you to wait until 

you see hin: (meaning the President) on Tuesday. The appointments 

of t he day are Louis Brownlow and Mr. A~erriam. 

Q What time, Steve? 

~. EARLY: At 11 . ~0 at the House . 

Q About t he new Reorgani zation Bill? 

MR . FARLY: For a very general discussi on of reorganization . 

~ ~bat are Merriam ' s initials? 

?!R. EARLY: I think it i s Charles E. Merriam and the other i s Louis 

Brownlow. That will be a very gener~l di scussion of reorganiza­

tion . 

Q I forgot t he t ime . 

MR . EARLY: 11.30 at the House . That appointment was a sked for by Mr. 

Brownlow on the third of Sept ember and it is one that has been 

held open for him for some time . 

Q Any comment to make , Steve , on the def eat of Mr. O' Connor in t he 
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MR. FARLY: None other than has been made. I told you what the Pres­

ident's estimate was and that he did regard it as a pleasant sUr­

prise. 

~ When is the President going back to Hyde Park? 

MR. FARLY: I don ' t know, Doris (Fleeson) , because it depends , I think, 

well, not altogether on the col d but also on the int ernational 

situation. He will stand by here until he gets both clearance, I 

should say, from the Secretary of Stete and Dr. Mcintire , which I 

expect will be around T~ursday of DBA~ week . 

~ Thursday of next week? 

MR. EARLY: Both of them. 

Q Will he be here during t he Democratic State Convention? (Meaning 

the New York State Convention) 

MR . EARLY : I don ' t know. 

Q The Convention will be DBA~ Thursday. 

MR. EARLY : I don't think he will be there (meaning Hyde Park) t hen 

i f the Convention meets on Thursday. 

~ It is Thursday and Friday. 

MP. . EARLY: I don •t expect that he proposes to leave here be.fore Thurs­

day evening . 

Q, Clearance by Thursday from Hull? 

MR. EARLY: If Hull t ells him t hat things are all right , be will move 

back to Hyde Park and not stay here in \','ashin.gton. 

Q You said he expected it by Thursday? 

MR. EARLY: I think so. 

Q. Is the President arranging to speak in the Pennsylvania campai gn? 
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MR. EARLY: Not to ~ knowledge, no. 

Q You spoke of the President getting away if things quiet down abroad. 

Will you tell us what information you have from over there? 

MR. EARLY: His dtsposition is not to comment at all at the present 

time on the international situati on. 

0. I am asking whether you have any news? 

MR. FARLY: No. 

~ Any reason why you think he can get away from here by Thursday? 

MR. EARLY: Principally because he wants to get away by Thursday. 

Q Vllio is going to take Delano ' s place? 

MR. FARLY: I don't know. I am sure that has not been considered . 

Q ~~en is he going over to the Treasury Department? 

MR. FARLY: I don ' t know when just as soon as the appointment is 

made, which may be today or tomorrow, I should say. 

Q Brownlow and Merriam the only appointments today? 

tviR. EA.."RLY : No. Bell is coming in at 12.45 :mel Mr. Bernard Baruch 

will lunch at 1.00 o'clock. Over at t he House at 2.00 o' clock 

t his afternoon the Cabinet vnll meet . 

Q As far as you know, are you establishing a record today in pinch-

hitting for the President at a Press Conference? 

MR. EARLY: I would not know, Fred (Mr. Wile). 

Q Has it happened before in this Administra tion? 

J,ffi. FARLY: No, antl it woulC. not have happened t his morning if the 

doctor hadn ' t made hi s de cision so l ate . The President intended 

to hold hi s Press Conference. 

Q (Mr. Earl Godwin) Don ' t you remember t hat Joe Tumulty had Press 

Conferences -- or didn ' t he? 

10 
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KR. EARLY: I don tt remember that. (' 

Q (Mr. Wile) We a.re speaking ot t he present century , Earl . (LaUghter) 

Q (Kr. Godwin) Well , you were t here. 

Q (Kr. Wile) I am afraid I wasn 't. 

Q (Mr. Godwin) That ' s right, you were abroad. 

Q Wesn t t i t done once in the first term of Cleveland? 

Q (Mr . Godwin) It l¥8S . It wes done in the first term of Cleveland 

and it was done with Li ncoln . You can ' t kid me , I ?ms there. 

MISS FLF.F,SON: Thank you , Mr. President . You did all right. (Laughter) 

10 
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