CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #486,

Executive Offices of the White House,
September 27, 1938, 4.10 P.M.

Q How is the cold, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: A great deal better. I have still got a little snuf-
fles in the nose. It did look like a raw carrot but it does
not any more. (Laughter) It felt like a two-cent carrot.

Q You know, the boys said that they would not have minded if it had
been the price of liquor,but they do not like carrots now and
they don't care what they cost. (Laughter)

Q@ Big crowd today.

MR. DONAIDSON: All in.

THE FPRESIDENT: You know about the Railway Labor Board that has been
appointed. I don't think there is any other news.

Q@ Do you expect to get away to Hyde Park pretty soon?

THE PRESIDENT: I have absolutely no idea. I am on an hour-to-hour
basis. Absolutely no plans.

Q@ There has been a suggeetion from Paris again that perhaps your
recent note to President Benes and Chancellor Hitler might be
followed by a note of some sort to France and England.

THE FRESIDENT: I have had nothing'from.P&riﬂ on that.

Q@ Senator Logan suggests the revision of the ﬁeutrulity Act?

THE PRESIDENT: No news on it.

Q Will you comment on any of the replies that you have received
from your message with respect to peace?

THE PRESIDENT: No. They speak for themselves.

Q Did you tell your California visitors what you think of the




Thirty-dollars-a-week-every-Thursday plan?

THE FRESIDENT: It was not discussed.

Q Will you tell us what you did discusa?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q@ Mr. Downey (Sheridan Downey) said he came here by your invitation.
That would suggest that you had something in mind particularly?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I don't think he put 1t quite that way.

Q@ He said in a mimeographed statement that he came here at your invi-
tation.

THE PRESIDENT: It was intimated to me that they both would be glad
to come on here &nd I seid I would be very glad to see them.
So they came.

¢ Your invitation at his intimation? (Laughter)

Q@ Have you anything to say about Representative Lewis' visit today?

THE PRESIDENT: No, talked about variocus things.

Q@ Bridges -- the liorgantown Bridge?

THE PRESIDENT: No. .

€@ Any news in the visit of Louis Brownlow and Charles Merriam the

other day?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, nothing in particular. We talked about the need
of some form of improving the business methods of the‘Ezacutive
Branch of the Government -- in other words, reorganization.

And we are all agreed that there was the same need for adequate
reorganization that has existed for the last forty years.

Q Mr. President, in view of the conditions abroad, have you coﬁm

sidered at all the idea of offering mediation?

THE PRESIDENT: I have no news on that.
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Q Did you and the members of the Cabinet hear the broadcast of

Chamberlain this afternoon?
THE FRESIDENT: Yes, we did.
Q Could you comment on that at all?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Has Mr. Hopkins reported to you on the New England situation?

THE PRESIDENT: Very briefly at Cabinet meeting -- three or four
minutes.

& Do you expect to discuss that situstion with him again?

THE PRESIDENT: I think so, yes. The general work of rehabilitation,
as a ganafal thing, 1s going extremely well in practically all
localities. There is cooperation, not only with all the local
agencles, the State agencies, but the Federal agencies are work-
ing in with them. On the whole, the situation, in view of what
amounted to a very serious disaster, is being taken care of as
well as possible, with all forms of government cooperating to

effect rehabilitation and to repair the damages.

Q Will there be any special machinery necessary? There was some

| talk yesterday.

THE PRESILENT: I think not. Ve have two machines: First, the
practical, definite aid that can be given through W.P.A.,
P.W.A., the C. C. C. Camps and various other Govermment agencies
on actual work, plus the Government lending agencies. As I under-
stand it, in the loaning agencies, especlally the R. F. C., there
is enough money left over from previous appropriations to take

care of the immediate loan needs. Of course it is too early yet

to tell what may be necessary in addition to those two factors.
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The immediate situation is being taken care of without any
additional legislation.

Q There have been reports from up there that labor troubles are
hempering the moving of food into the New England areas.

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard about 1t.

Q New York truck drivers.

Q That, and the railroads are being hampered in loading cars of
food.

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heeard about that. Find out from Hopkins
and the Red Cross.

Q2 Mr. President, have you heard when Cormissioner McNutt will return
from Manila?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard; I do not know.

Q About a week ago there was a U. P. story from Halifax saying that
four large airports are being built at Nova Scotia and that they
will be available to the United States in case of need. Can you
tell us anything about that?

THE PRESIDENT: Off the record, it sounds like a U. P. story.

Q (Mr. Storm) Always right, Mr. President. (Laughter)

Q Can you tell us anything about the construction of airports under
the Wilcox Bill?

THE PRESIDENT: You know everything about it that I do. They have
certain ones being built.

Q The only one announced is Seattle.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that is the only one they have money for.

Q That is the only one that has been located under the Wilcox Bill

and it is probably for military air base.
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THE PRESIDENT: It is the only one that money has been appropriated
for, is it not?

Q The location was to have been announced first.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know anything about the location. I can nniy
spend money when it has been appropriated.

Q@ Do you have in mind any additionel correspondence with Mr. Hitler

and Mr. Benes?

THE PRESIDENT: No news on that.

Q Can you teil us anything about the visit of Charles West?

THE FRESIDENT: I have forgotten now what we did talk about.
There wasn't any particular news; I have not seen him for some"
time. He has been going around the country. "We just talked
about general things.

Q@ Anything on Ohio discussed at all?

THE FRESIDENT: No.

Q@ 4Are you likely to see Secretaries Hull and Velles again today?

THE PRESIDENT: Probably again st six o'eclock.

|
! @ Referring to the international situation, is there any differ-
: ence now in the attitude of this Government between the senti-

ments you expressed in Chautaugua in July, 1936, with respect

to America's end of the situation in the VYorld War, that holds

good now?

THE PRESIDENT: I think the best way to do is to tell you -- you
remember lir. Coclidge came back from listenlng to a sermon?

¢ I recall that.

THE PRESIDENT: He was agin it. Vell, I am agin evil and for peace.

Q@ Mr. President, does your answer, "no news" on the question of more
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correspondence with Hitler and Benes mean that you think you —
have done all you can for the present?

THE PRESIDENT: It means no news for you, any of you today, and do
not try to guess and do not try to interpret when I say there
i8 no news. And now,that is all there 1is.

Q@ I understand there is some negotiation between Civil Aeronautics
and P. W. A. by ﬁhich an airport might be built here with P. W. A.
money. It is in some hazy state. Do you know anything about that?

THE PRESIDENT: Hes anything come out about that?

Q I do not think it has come out &s a definite matter.

THE PRESIDENT: I think it iqxferfactly proper to say that my posi-
tion has been, all along, as you know, the same position thet
was teken by, I think, President Coolidge about 1927, that-the
airport facilities of the National Capital were inadequats and
unsafe and I think President Coolidge was the first one to ask
Congress that something be done ebout it. I know that Presi-
dent Hoover did the seme thing and I know that I have been
doing it steadily for five and one-half years and nothing
has beer done. That is for a total of about eleven years. So
I felt that human lives were at stake and we could not wailt
another eleven years and therefore I put it up to the Civil .
Aeronautics Authority, as one of the first things, to make

a recommendation. They made a recommendation that speed was

o

essential, that something ought to be done and that the National
Capital should have at least two thoroughly adequate airports,

one close in for 95% use and the other for the other five per

cent of the time when it is foggy on the river, or for storms --
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things of that kind, but the first and most immediate ﬁnﬂd

was for an airport that could be used most of the time. They
therefore recommended the immediate development of the Gravelly
Point site.

We are now studying with the various agencies of the Gov-
ernment 88 to whether we can immediately proceed to the build-
ing of the Gravelly Point Airport as the first of two. That
involves -~ would involve the supervision of the project, as a
project, by the National -- by the Civil Aeronsutics Authority.
In other words, they would be the sponsors and various agenciles
would carry out the actual work for the Civil Aeronautics Author-
ity. We would have the Army engineers, for instance, on the
dredging end of things, the W. P. A, in moving dirt from the up-
land down into the site, and I think there are one or two other
Government agencies concerned. In any event, we are studying
now on the tying in of all of the Government agencies into this
one project so that we may start in right away.
understand that P, W. A. funds have all run out. That was the

last thing I heard about.

THE PRESIDENT: I think there are P. W. A, and there may be some

Army funds loose; I do not know.

Q It looks like it will get started pretty soon? -

THE PRESIDENT: I hope so0.

Q Did you talk about building & new airship for the Navy to Edison?

THE PRESIDENT: There is no decision on that and won't be for a good

many weeks.

For a good many reasons?
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THE PRESIDENT: For a good many weeks and a good many reesons.

Q Could I ask whether you expect q:nathing after six o'clock to-
night, when you meet Mr, Hull and Mr. Welles?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I do not think so. As far as I can tell, I don't
think you will be called out of bed tonight, Fred (Mr. Storm) .

QC Coming back to your talk on reorganization, was there any com-
promise proposed that would make the bill more acceptable to
the House?

THE PRESIDENT: No, we just talked about the gemeral need for better
business methods in the Government.

MR, STORM: Thank you, Mr. President.

THE PRESITENT: Wait & minute, Mr. Wile (Frederic William Wile) is

here. May we adjourn?

Q (Mr. Wile) Objection sustained. (Laughter)
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Press Conference #487,

Executive Offices of the White House,
September 30, 1938, 10.45 A.M.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there is any special news. I have
tentative plans to go up to Hyde Park tomorrow night and stay
juet for a few days. That is tentative, however.

Q¢ Did you say two deys or a few days?

THE PRESIDENT: A few days.

Q@ Mr. President, have you any plans in regard to the appointment of
& new Comptroller General?

THE PRESIDENT: Not now.

¢ Do you intend to submit a new reorganization bill?

THE PRESIDENT: Submit what?

Q@ A new bill to reorganize the Federal Government?

THE PRESIDINT: I suppose probably you will know all about it on
the third of Jenuary.

Q@ Mr. President, reports from Albany say that Governor Lehman has
consented to run again for Governor rether than try for the
Senate. Any comment?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I heard from Albany this morning that that
was the fact and it made me extremely happy.

MR. EARLY: Albany or Rochester?

THE PRESIDENT: I mean Rochester. As far as I understand, the
present plaﬁ of the Convention is to renominate the Governor

who, of course, has been a perfectly splendid, Governor the

vhole of the six years since he has been there, and Senator
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Wagner, who is a very definite credit to the State of New
York -- and people know it. And then Jim Mead -- we all know

his record in the Congress, and believe it will meet with gen-

eral public approval in the State., Also, as I understand it,
the Comptroller, who has been Comptroller I don't know how
many years, starting under Al Smith.

Q That is Tremaine?

THE PRESIDENT: He was Comptroller under me and Comptroller under
Governor Lehman and under him as Comptroller the finances of the
State of New York have been in splendid shape all the way through.

I understand they propose to renominate Jack Bennett, whom
some of you older people will remember I suggested to the Con-
vention in Syracuse in 1930 as & very excellent Attorney Gen-
eral., I understand they are talking about nominating Charlie
Poletti for Lieutenant Governor. Charlie Poletti is more recent
in the public service but he has had a very splendid record,

first at Albany and then as a judge. I think that is all that

need be sald about that.
@ Can you comment on the turn of events toward peace in Europe?
THE PRESIDENT: No.
Q Mr. President, on the State ticket, did you indicate what, 1if
anything, you had to do with the naming of the slate?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I had nothing to do with it. The Convention

will decide -- (laughter)
Q Mr. President, are you likely to appoint a Supreme Court justice

before the Court meets?

THE PRESIDENT: I have no news on that.

!
¥,
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Q Have you selected a successor to Mr. Hanes on the Securities and
Exchange Commission?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet.

Q Mr. President, is there anybody in your mind at the moment for
the Ambassadorship to Soviet Russia?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Mr. President, have you decided yet whether to make a trip to
Wisconsin and other states in the vicinity sometime next month?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I have not thought of it.

Q Are you going to Michigan?

THE PRESIDENT: No, not that I know of.

¢ Pennsylvania?

THE PRESIDENT: Seame story as I told you two or three weeks or a
month ago. Nothing new on that.

Q@ Can you tell us anything about your conference yesterday with
Morgenthau, Jesse Jones anda-ftﬂgppln what we were told wes some-
wheat plan?

THE PRESIDENT: Vell, a general survey of the situation.

Q We were given to understand thet there weas something new on that.

THE PRESIDENT: Ve are trying to move wheat, as you know. It is the
general situation.

On the European thing, the only thing I think I can comment
on is the very wonderful service that was done by the Secretary
of State and the Under Secretary end the other people in the
Depertment of State, plus the American diplomatic stations at

the various capitals that were concerned in it. It is a very

fine example of team play and everybody working right together

116
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with very great success. Also I might add to that the fine
way in which both the press and the radio kept their feet on
the ground, nearly all of them. I have to qualify that and
say, "nearly all of them" during a moment of very serious
world tension. It was, as we all know, & very definite crisis
and, though there are many things which are called crises which
are not, this one wasa.

Q Have you noticed eny rapidity or speed of crises, et cetera, by
the use of radlo? It seems to me that folks know so much and
make up thelr minds so rapidly.

@& Louder, please.

Q (Mr. Godwin) I asked you, sir, if you had noticed any difference
in speed by which these so-called erises approasch their limit
by reason of the ease of use of radio, et cetera. Here people
make up their minds about it and the world seems to act very
much more quickly. I was wondering whether that was an ele-
ment?

THE PRESIDENT: Thut is an element today and there is mlso the
element that because of radio,easier communications and be-
cause of the airplane, the meeting of the situation is also
speeded up, so that it works both ways. Things do come to a
head cuicker and at 'Lz same time they can be tided over more
quickly, if tiding over is a possibility. That applies not
only to the theatre of the erisis but to the whole world. TFor
instance, as we all know, in this particular crisis a very

large portion of the earth's surface took some part in an ex-

pression of Government opinion and public opinion.
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Q Are we still encouraging Americans to leave Furope, sir, or
has that taken more or less care of itself?

THE PRESIDENT: We were yesterday; I do not know the answer today.

Q Have you received an intimation or proposal that this Government
have some part in the work of the commission setting up new
boundaries for the Sudetan?

THE PRESIDENT: No. There was a note came in yesterday afternoon
sometime but, of course, there again things move so fast that
the --

Q (interposing) That was from the Czechs?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes -- that the situation was changed almost before
the note was received.

4 Is it your feeling that that note now, of course, requires no
comment or answer?

THE PRESIDENT: I think you will have to ask the Secrestary of State
about that.

I have got a statement here which I asked Steve (Mr. Early)
to have mimeographed for you. It tells the status of the P..A.
grants and it is very clear. There is no use my teking up time
now in reading it. It shows the applications received, et
cetera and so on.

Q@ Any District Commission news?

THE PRESIDENT: No. |

JR. STORM: Thank yoi., Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Is LMr. Wile satisfied?

MR. WILE: Perfectly. (Laughter)
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Press Conference #488,

In the President's Study at his Hyde Park Home,
October 4, 1938, 12,45 P.M,

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I have anything except routine news.

Steve (Mr. Early) will give to you today, for your own informa-
tion -- it is to be released in Washington -- the first of three
etories on the picblam of the northern Grest Pleins drought ares.
We are doing it in three stories because the average persén could
not digest all three of them at the same time.

MR, FARLY: It is voluminous.

THY. PRESIDENT: The sreas is the eastern two-thirds of lhontana, all of
North and South Dakota, and the northesst quarter of Wyomins and
the northern half of liebraska. That is five states. In other
words, it is the northern half of' the drought strip.

We are alweys wrong in talking about the "dust bowl" and

"drouzht bowl" because, sctuslly, as you know, it is a strip that

runs f'rom thke Canadisn line =lmost down to thne Gult of Mexico.

This i= a pretty soou report on the northern half of it.
! It is to be released for October seventh morning papers.
You ecan look it over, just sn» that you know what 18 going on
aowvn in Washington,

Then T have a recuest from Norman Davig, Chairman of the Red
Cross, that I sev somethine for the benefit of New Ekngland, about
tae erroneous impressicn that a good many people have that it is

not necessary to give noney for the Red Cross work in liew England

because they think thet the Government has teken cbarpge of relief.

He asks me merely to call attenticn to the fact that the Gov-

.
:
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ernment is taking care, fhrnugh WPA and PWA and RFC and Farm

Credit, etc., of the physical needs, like the restoration of
bridges and roads, public properties, the clearing away of

debris -- in other words, the purely physical side of it. The

Government has an excellently coordinated system but the Govern-
ment cannot look after the human needs, the rehabilitation of
families, the helping of men and women and children who have no
other resources nor credit of their own and that, of course, still
devolves on an agency sustained by public subscription, in other
words, the American Red Cross.

I hope very much thet the American Red Cross will get the
funds in accordance with a little statement that Governor Cross
made asking cooperation with the ked Cross, "for its very exis-
tence ic a true demonstration of neighberliress snd it is s work

" of God."

In other words, thet is somethirg thet the Goverrnment cannct
do. I am telling vou that just tv cleer up the situstiumn.

(Addressing Lir. Early) Send word to Norman that I have
carried out my word and spoken to the Press about 1t.

« There was & story eppearing in the pspers this morning, 2 speech
by Under Secretury Welles, in which he suggested that one way of
gsettling everything wes to have world disarmement, Can ve assume
tiiat & move may be mede by this country?

TrE PRESIDENT: Fred (Sterm), I think the easiest thing tc do would
be to ask you to do a 1ittle home work -- ir other words, stick

¥

entirely to the record. The record, of ccurse, is very, very

clear on the things thet this country hes done in the last five
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years end, secondly, the things that have been said by the Sec-

retary of State end myself. I don't think it is necessery to add

anything to it. I think it is just plain stick by the record and

not elaborate on American HEnglish.

¢, The time is not yet ripe where you can teke us behind the scenes
and tell us the background of the show of the last ten days?

THE PRESIDENT: Sumner (Under Secretary Welles) did thet pretty well
lasgt night, Did you hesr him?

¢ No, we did not.

THIY PRESTDENT: Thet wes pretty sdequetely covered last night. That
gave the timetable and the ressons for the nove.

« ur, Chamberlsin gave & speech yesterday. I'ave you eny comment on
that?

THPF FPRESIDENT: Io.

; ow thét the Suprere Court ie bsck inr sessiorn, may we expect an ap-
pointment tc the vecancy?

THi PRESIDENT': I would heve to say the same old story, ro news on thet.

; Could I ask this: Is it possible, sz suggested, that you will wait
until January because Congress —-—

1TH“ PRESIDENT: (intervosing) No news on thsat.

€ We got & couple of vacancies ir Illirois -- I think a Distriet Juage
at Chicaco sna =a Cifvujt Court Judge at Chicago. I& tnere any news
on fhat?

THF PRESIDENT: DNog

¢ Quite s few around the country. Is there_any news on any of them?

THE PRFSIDENT: ©No. Sorry I cannot be more helpful,

. Any plans to see Governor Lehmen in the near future?
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THE PRESIDENT: Probably before election, yes. I cannot give you any
date ﬁecausa no actual specific ﬁppuintmant has been made. It
depends very largely, of course, on his plans. There is a cam-

paign on.

G Are you going to meke a speech for the ticket between now and elec-
tion day?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not the faintest idea; I don't know.

«w Have you any visitors today, Mr. Presiacent?

TEF PRESIDENT: I don't think so, I have got one of the school tru;-

£:?;AtY“EQFUE1?I
tees, Mr. White, and Mr. Von Wagoner coming to see me at 2.00
o'clock to talk to me about this new merger that went through.

w@ Are you pretty well pleased the way it has turned out?

TrE PRESIDENT: It is very constructive., I think the thing had to be
done and it hes been done within the time limit. Apperently the
Poughkeepsie school problem did not go through under the dead line,
dia it?

0 I think they are trying to oo something. They wired e couple of
hours before the dead line.

THE PRESIDENT: In POU5hkﬂcpﬂiE? I thourht Hyde Park dia it,

¢ Yea, they did.

THL PRESIDENT: If some of you people want to write a story, get it
from our Poucrhkeepsie brethren muc to what happened in the Board
of Superviscrs., This is off the record but is a tip for you on
what happened in the Board of Superviscrs on the question of locel

relief. I think it is one of the best illustretions I know. They

met, as I read the papers this morning -- this is off the record,

entirely, just so that maybe you would went to write a story with
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a little_luﬂaan in it on the question of relief in thie county --
not Federal relief at all, this is the home relief end of it.
Home relief, as I understand it -- check me if I am not right --
has been handled through a county board?

¢ Yes, sir,

THE. PRESIDENT: DNow, these are state and local funds. The Federal
Government has nothing to de with it et ell, But, you see, it
has & bearines on the effort to return all relief handling to the
locelities, There is quite an effort beirng made slong that line
all over the country.

On this particular phase of it, 2s I understand it from
resdins the Star and the Fagle, the County Poard wes charged by
the Crange of wasteful extreavagsnce and things like that end tney
had gll kinds of meetings and it «ot to be quite a hot issue.

So, yesterday, in the Board they dic¢ not spprove anything, es 1
understand it, there being 2 complete division of opinion. Didn't
they heve an invesetigation and did not apvrove a damn thing?

w They are all too uninformed now; they don't want to teke =2 step.

THt PRESIDENT: Yesterday they had s meetins with the idea of return-

irg the administrstion of reliel to the twenty-cne townships in
the tounty. The supervisors in those townshipes did not have
machinery to set up local relief administration end they <4id not
know what to do and the result was that they juct sort of wandereq
around the entire subject for en hour or two. I puess it was a
closed meeting, but everybody knows what goes on ir closed meet-

ings, and the town supervisors, in the first place, snid, "We

don't know anything sbout this; we don't know what to do." Andg,




secondly, some of the supervisors from the poorer towns made the
point, properly, that if it was put back on the towns, the poorer
towns, which needed the most money, would get the least money,

The town of Fast Fishkill -- not Fishkill, oh, what is Epa town? --
and the other town, where there is very little in the way of as-

gessed values and much poverty -- those are the places that need

most relief and, under this system, would get the least relief.

I loved one line in the Eagle this morning, which is another
illustration, just talking sbout political education, the Eagle
- this morning said that slthough no decision was reached and there
seemed to be great confusion over the question, undoubtedly tiue
matter will be decided in @ Ilepublican caucus to be held before
the next meeting. (Laughter) To be holding a Republicen ceucus!
I think that is one of the most beautiful object lessons on the
handling of local relief in most places in the United States that
I know of. I coulc say the same thing for Georgia. There the
question would be just as political. It would not be a questiocn
there of Republicans or Democrats, it would be = qﬁestion between
oné faction o1 Democrats in ileriwether County snd another faction
of Democrats as to which one contreols the County Commission dowm
there. They do not have townships down there but they have County
Commissions. In %}bany, New York, local relief, of course, would
be handled by the O'Connell boys. Let us be quite frank. In
Syracuse, local relief would be handled by kayor Marvin who is
the Republicsn counterpart of the.O'Connell boys.

Thet 1ittle line in the Hagle this morning was one of the

most beautiful illustrations, thet the whole policy on relief
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before the next meeting is held will be determined in a caucus
of the Republican members of the Board of Supervisors. I think
it is grand. (Laughter)

& It would be grand on the record.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, this is off the record. It is just a little

lesson.
¢ Mr. President, the Federal Communications Commission took action |
last week which raised the quas*icn of radio censorship. They
voted four to one, Commissioner Craven dissenting, to cite a
small station out in Minneapolis for reasons to show cause why
their license should not be taken away. Thet sction would include
the entire blue network of National Broadeasting on the ground
that the broadeest of ugene O0'Neill's play, "Beyond the.Horizon,"
had been guilty of putting profene end indecent language on the
air. The specific charges were that in O0'Neill's play the words

"iHell," "damn," and "for Cod's sake™ had heen used. (Laurhter)

Craven, of course, violently opposed ana the other four went
dowvn the line for it. llow they are tola by the counsel of the
station and of course they sre getting National Broscecasting to
represent them so that precedent won't be established, and they
said that they hed been followings the advice of the Commission
that they should put on educational things, and after they had
put on Toseanini's brosdeast, they then took this second sustain-
ing progrem, which was puttin, the best dramatic art of the United
otates --

THF PRESIDENT: (interposing) Was Toscanini =11 right? (Laughter)

¢ Yes. Toscanini went first and then, to carry on that same tradition
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of high grade art, they took the twelve Puli?zar prize plays of
American drametists and, to do that, taken as a sustaining program,
they threw gsiﬁa a commercial program. The first they put on was
Fugene O'Neill's play, which was the first Pulitzer prize play,

for which they are now up on charges.

Now, that raises the whole question of Government policy with
respect to the question of morals, etec., so far as the air is con-
cerned. I wonder if you would comment?

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot because I never heard of it.

Q@ I think it is a delightful situation.

THE PRESIDENT: I would not dare cosment on it because, off the record,
it would get me into the most awful censorship of words which are
used extensively in the 3ible,

& And very extensively by Mr, Xarly. (Laughter)

Q¢ Mr, Patterson began his editorizl comment of it, "Demn it the Hell,
it i= bad."

THr PRESIDENT: (Laughter) GCood,

MH, WARLY: The papsre went throuszh the meils a8ll right?

Yes, the psper iz golng throush the meils., If I want to say it
over the siy, why shouldn't I be able 1o i; it the same way? Let
the people themselves criticize me but not have a Government
ageney --

TH: PRESIDENT: (interposing) Jgain, off the record, you remember thne
situation last spring or winter with liae Vest?

w. That was the precedent,

T:HL PRESIDENT: Now, the script was sll right -- if you or I read it,

all 'ripht, but Mae Vest -- my Goa, what she put into itl How do
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you censor intonation? Now, that is a nice question, How can you
censor intonation?

@ Now the question comes, should those who have charge of radio set
themselves up as monitors of morals to rap anybody over the knuckles
or should their sole function be that of ceeing --

THE PRSIDENT: {iptﬁrpusing} Now, of course there is another tning.
This is off the record. Suppose somebody does something outrageous,
something which would shock Fred (Storm) and me? (uaughter)

W I would like to see that done. (Leughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Ouzht not there be =omebody in the country to stop
that sort -f thinc that would r?nllr honestly shoelk Fred and ne?
That is the 2ther side of it =2nd nobodv Knows the snswer. Lo you
think that is a good way of putting it? There ic a 1imit &nd
somebody ouzht to step in, it necessary.

wR. ®ARLY: Then, too, #r. President, I suppose =t least four ot tne
ive on the Radio Commission rend their regulations. They try
tn take words to delfine those thinss in the form of reguletions
and Acts of Ceonzress, too, nnd I suppose they put on a literal
interpretation.

« That auestion was, "Is it nrofane to sav, 'For GCod's sake'?™ That
is the point at issue.

THl. PRESILINT: To some neople it 1= very profane,

KR, HARLY: The law says yvou cznnot uae profanity.

+ Isn't taere ¢ re;ulutiau similer to that nbout metter zoing through
the mails? \

Wi, MARLY: "Obscene" and "indecent" is the vestel rezulstion. It uces

not say, "profene."
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Ll

THE PRESIDENT: It does not say, "profane." Do you suppose the Radio
Communicationslaw says, "profane"?

MR. EARLY: It says, "Profanity in any form or degree."

Q You have no greater euthority than Dr. Early. (Laughter)

MR. EARLY: Thank you, Mr. Trohan.

Q W¥e have had a lot of war and rumors of war in the last two weeks.
I noticed this morning that tie steel index is climbing and the
stock merket going up., I thought you might be sble to tell us
something sbout what you hear of general business ccnditions
throughout the country. 'It would come as u rather welcorme relief
to internetional effairs.

THI FRESIDERT: Do ycu went me to talk eoff the record?

w No, gir.

THE PRESIDENT: DNow, let me do it this wey: Let ne talk to you not
for attribution,

¥R, BARLY: That won't help thenm.

From Hyde Park?
. Under a Hyde Park date line?

Tl PRESIDENT: Under e iyde Perk date line. In other words, vse one

of your timeworn phrases, "from source:s cloze to the President.®
| (Laughter) Use one of those old things which generally oririnste
in your own mind. In this case it won't.
MR. RARLY: Which riekes 1t legitimete,
THF PR¥SIDENT: Isnft thet good? Iine timece out of ten, when you sayv
thet it has originated in your own originel minds or from talking

it over in the tap room,

& This is a precedent?
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THE PRESIDENT: This is a precedent. It gives you = beautiful idea.

In other words, this is something you can really put down as

saying it originasted in sources close to the summer White House.

It is one of those exceptions.

MR. EARLY! Good morning, Judge. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: This is a brand new one, isn't it? In other words,
if you leave me out entirely, I would write a story with that |
thing, "sources close to the White Houee," thet it ia felt that
the crisis in ¥urope had en analogy ir the industrisl economic
problems of the United Stetes; thet the parallel of saber rat-
tling and mobilization of armies in kurope -- the parallel or
artificial creation of ; criszis between netions over there is to
be found over here in the extresvepant stotenments, the misrepre-
sentation of Government vpolicies, for politieal benefit; in the
painting of over-dari cictures; the cetting up of bogeys before
the eyes of busiress and ivndustry; illustrations being the effort
to make it appear that the Federal Government was goire to put
TVis sll over the United States; that it was impossible to raise

money tor power -- for new privatelyv-owned power plants; that the

Governmental tax burden was far hizher that it had been a year
azo, or three years ago or five years sgo; followed by many forms
of attack on our own Government, which were clearly for partisan
purposes,

Fronm that we can learn -- from that parallel we can learn
the same kind of e lesson that we have learnea in the last two

weeks in Burope. And that is that if we stop calling each other

names snd.rattling the domestic industriel sword, we can have
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industrial peace instead of industrisl war between industry and
Government. And in the field of labor, instead of using the

Eugene 0'Neill language (leughter), which cannot be carried over

the radio, if we would cut out those epithets, we would stand to

have labor peace between different factions of labor on the one

side and labor and capitsl on the other far more readily than if
we continue to use the epithets.

In other words, to put it in one brief sentence, the quicker
we sit around the table and stop calline names, the quicker we
will ret = resumption of business snd industry at hone.

% Cannot we have that on the record?

THr PRESIDFENT: No.

¢ It is soing to sound awfully like President Roosevelt. (Laughter)

THF PRFSIDINT: Now, on the prscticsl end, it seems feirly certain
that the shelvee of merchandise sll through the country are far
more empty than they were & year agc, in most lines. Also that
the demand on the part of the consuming public is off from a year
aco much less than s lot of the tearing-dcwn stories would lead

you to believe,

Secondly, the general Governmentel procram for Governmental
expenditures -- use the generic term of primin;s of the purp --
will not reach their maximum until next sprines. For example, all
the PWA projects, of which nearly all heve now been allocated,
:host of them will not resch the maximum of employment that they

give until next spring. The same thing is true of Nathan Straus!

housing, which is up between five and six million dollers, and

whieh will not be under way, obviously, until next spring.
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All of these different things point to a very definite in-

crease in business of all kinds.

With it there is a definite policy on the part of the Govern-

ment and on the part of the clearer thinking business men to keep
prices from going through the roof. Taking the old bxnmple, we
all know that copper can be produced in this country at a profit,
all the copper we can use, at not to exceed twelve or thirteen
cents a pound. One of the things, as we all know, that brought
on the curtailment, recession, or, if you are writing for certain
papers, the depression, in August of 1937 was the fact that some
things, like copper, went clear through the roof and people quit
buying. Copper wanf to eighteen cents. At the same time there
are certain other commodities the level of which everybody in the |
country ought to try to raise. Lxamples are cotton and wheat,

because there the price does not meet the cost of production.

They ought to be raised.
But, takirg it by and lerge, if we would go shead with an
orderly improvement in business, trying to boleter up the prices

that are too low and tryinz to keep any prices from going too

high, we can look forward to a pretty gfood year from now on.

| I think that covers it pretty well.

|

« would you want to say in the csse of cotton and wneat that the prices
now do not reach the cost of production?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

t In connection with the copper prices, ir. President, I was doing a

little studying --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Of course the cost of production at a




profit. Put that in. What is that, Fred (Storm)?

(Mr. Storm) I saw in the paper this morning where Anaconda hed

opened its largest mine in the country, putting 4500 men to work,

which they explained was an increase of about 3000 over the number

who had been working since the mines shut down about eight months

ago.

THE PRESIDENT: There is no question employment is going up, Fred
(Storm), more than seasonally at the present time,

Q@ Mr. President, can we rever£ to the European situation for a moment?
Coulé you tell us what you think of the settlement over there, if
it is a settlement for peace?

THF. PRESIDENT: I cannot tell you because that, you see, involves me
in just what I said I would not do.

MR, STORM: Thenk you, lr. President.

 Are you going to the World Series?

THE PRESIDENT: MNo, I cannot.

¢ Could we zet something -- what release i= tnis Press Goﬁference?

MR. FARLY: Morning papers.

Q@ Four o'clock?

MR. HMARLY: Four oteclock filinrs; ves.

§ Take judieial notice of the fact that Farly (Secretary EKarly) was
not at church on Sunday.

THY PRESIDENT: I know it, and alsc tzke judicial notice of the fact
that you were.

w. If I had weighed fifteen pounds more I would have brought him.

VMR, EARLY: I was in the choir there, the deep bass voice. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I always knew he was a prima donna; it is all right.
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MR, FARLY: I was pinch-hitting for Mac.

Q (by Mr. Beal of the New York Herald-Tribune) I would like to ask

one question. I don't know if you saw the piece of mine about

the situation in some Government departments where the clerks
were being pretty badly overworked with fifty million hours of

overtime built up in a six months' period and where the situation

in some offices shows that there is, perhaps, & deliberate attempt
to slow down to meet the exigencies that are piled on them, I
have information from your division heads and personnel men that
some offices are from three to six months in arrears in their
work and I was just woncering if ﬁou contemplate, Mr., President,
asking additional funds from Congress for administrstive work in
order to relieve the situstion -- or perhaps with the passage of
the Reorganization Bill to =id in curins the situation?

THE PRESIDENT: Let me put it three vays: The first is that the Con-
gress determines what functicns shall be carried on. The Congress
elso determines how many people will be aésigned to carry out those

functions -- those orders of Congress. Now, the situation is

pointed out to the Congress in the Budget hearings --

MR. FARLY: And in the annusl reports also, which are just coming along.
THF PRESIDINT: -- and in the annual reports. Sc, the responsibility
is on the Congress to do ocne of two things -- one of three things,
really: LEither let the situation drift and let us stay in arrears.
That is the first. Dr,'two, eliminzte some of the functions or
to give more persomnel to carry them out. In other words, under

the existing system, the Administrstive Branch of the Government

does the best it can to carry out orders given it by the Congress.
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It is perfectly true that a great deal of work is in arrears, per-
fectly true that in a good many bureaus overtime is excessive.
Now, that is a problem and we do the best we can, in view of

the actual appropriations that are given to us and in view of the

e
orders to do this, that or the other thing that are also given us

by the Congress.

Now, at the same time -- this is off the record -- nere is
another point I wish you would look into. Years ago, the second
or third year in the Navy Department, I was tha_chairman of an
Interdepartmental Personnel Board and we went down, in our own
department -- Sam Meowan, who is a perfectly grand fellow, and
Admiral Peoples, his sssistant, they went dovn in their own de-
partment, Supplies and Acenunts, =and they found thers was an un-
written rile amonc the girls thet the number of letters to be
written in the course of the day was Tifteen - I would say fifteen
one-page letters -- that was a rule amons the girls, and when they
had wriften tneir fifteen, they guit, they slowed up. Furthermore,

we Tfound in =11 the departments that thev were beatine the clock

snd the total number of hours that wss being worked at th=t time
be Government emplovees -- this was peace time, before the Vorld
War -- ran around six and one-ha2lf hours of useful work.

Now, that is the other side of the story, and taere are ==
this is off the record -- unquestionably in Washington a great
many buresus wners thers is by agreement, tacit consent, a slow-
ing down of work. "We won't do more than fifteen letters a day."

Now, anybody knows, who muns a typewriter, thet it ought to have

been twenty-four, or whatever it wes, That was pretty well elim-
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inated during war time because everybody was working at top speed.
Hhathaf it has crept in again, I don't know, except that it is
always something to consider. i
understand that there were thirty-five million hours in Baltimore,

a very acute situation, and that in spite of your letter of August

sixteenth last year, calling attention to the fact that Government
employees should not strike against the Government, that they have
been almost on the point of striking, a sitdown strike.

THE PRESIDENT: There you are. We are tryinz to do a job with 1nade=-
quate funds on that particuler taine. Now you msk about a Reorgan-
ization Bill. That would help very, very much, no guestion about
that, because it would eliminate, in our judgment, enough duplieca-
tion of work =so that the same funds would get rid of just what you
are talkinz sbout. WNow, actuslly, of course, that is a saving of
rioney because if you appropriste the same money and do ten per
cent more work with it, vou hesve sctually saved money. That is
the easiest way of putting it.

w Mr. President, is the Reorgcanization Bill zoinz to be one of the

first orders of businzss by the new Congress?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know, Fred (Storm), I have not rsot a slant on
the third of January yet.

%~ Adolph Sabsth is for it. (Laughter)

M. STORW: Thank you, Mr. Presidsnt.
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THE PRESIDENT: How is everybody? There is a release coming out from

Weshington on the detail and I won't give you that, but I do want
to discuss with you the general subject of trying to end water
pullutinﬁ of streema. I have a book here today with PWA allot-
ments for 113 additional sewasge disposal projects in almost every
part of the nation to end pollution in streams ana lakes, where
they are located, providingz f?r 19,588,000, worth of construction
of disposal plsnts, sewers and other means to clean up loecal
stre=sma and rivers in thirty states and Puerto Rico.

They started in five years a-o to encourage communities to
end the pollution of lakes and rivers and the work is prcgfeasing
very well. Off the record, the City of Poughkeepsie is still
dumpine its sewnze in within helf a mile of where it is taking
its water out.

w In tiae Nelson House? (Lauchter)

Tht PRISIDENT: I said that was off the record.

M. WA4RLY: Drinkine weter, Mr. President, never invwived_anéene in the
Welson House.

T PRESIDENT: T don't blame them., T wonld not drink water in Pougn-

o

keepsie,
w Will the tide carry up thst far?
i{i. PRESTIDENT: Sure. The tide carries water bsck and forth about six

w

niles.

w That is another zood resson.

s ¥
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THE PRESIDENT: Aﬁd none of these different allotments will continue

sewage disposal into lakes and rivers. ©Since 1933 PWA loans,
not counting what WPA has done, I approved have carried through
approximately 500 sewage disposal plants at a total construction

cost of over a billion and a quarter of dollars in five years.

That is pretty good.

MR, ®ARLY: But not includinz this?

THEE PRESIDENT: Not including this. The communities assessed themselves
for over half this amount in order to become partuers with the Fed-
eral Government in this wvaluable work. This water purification
work is finally producing tangible results., It is a splendid be-
ginning and efforts must be continued for the clsaning up of our

rivers on a national scale,

morninz and I ecannot say snything niore than it is s suggestion and

L}

Let us see: Oh, yes, I got a rather nice suggestion this
|
I

is being looked into further. Governor Bibb Graves, of Alabama,
remembaring how generous New Lngland wss in former disssters that
hit the South, hurricanes, hes suggested some kind of a bilg foot-

ball game in the lower South, the proceeds to be contributed to

the Red Cross work in lNew England. It is & rather nice sugzestion
because it is the unreconstructed rebel helpins the damn yankee
and is in line with what we call the domestic good neizhbor policy.
The thin~ is beine looked into and we have sncouraged him to go
ahead wita the idea.

I don't tnink there is any otner thing outside of that, do

you?

W Do you have the J. Russell Young School of Expression in that team?




THE PRESIDENT: No, (Laughter)

The Duchess of Athol, a ldember of Parliament, is coming to

lunch.

MR, FARLY: And leaving right after lunch.

THE PRESIDENT: And leaving right after lunch.

MR. FARLY: She is teking the 2.00 o'clock train to New York.
THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

. When deo you plan to return to Weshingcton?

THE PRESIDENT: Sunday night.

¢ Are you coming back up here again?

THE PRESIDFENT: The followinz week for, 1 hope, a week.

Falix Frankfurter =nd Mrs. Frankfurter are cﬁming over for
their regular visit. Thev come every year sbout this time. They
are coning tomorrow and leavine Sundey night and, off the record,
I warn vou -- I wern you not to get out on the old proverbial
limb. It doesn't do much good, though you love limhs and you love
to saw them off.

(Addressire Mr. Ferly) I think we ourht to have a new name
for them -- the tree trimmers. Isn't that what they are called?

¥2, BEARLY: Whv not distribute ecopies of the old phrase, "Woodman, spare
thst tree." (Leughter)

-, You sent a note to ar. Chamberlain, 4id vou not, hir. Presiaent, on
the question of refusees?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, ves.

iR. FARLY: The Stete Department 0.K.'d that.

« Anything --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Noj it speaks for itself.




Q What did it say? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Ask the State Department. I haven't got a copy of it

here. It was all hendled by telephone.

@ Is there anything we can say on the record in the local press in

connection with this ridding of the Hudson River of pollution?
Of course it is a very vital thing right here in Poughkeepsise.
In turningldawn this thingz, there wes a feeling that they should
cet some state aid on the question -- I don't know -- in addition
to the federsl aid, to aid communities in constructing these plants.
I den't know whether there is --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I don't know, franklf, I don't know any
of" the financial details at all except that for twenty-five years
I have been talking to the people of Poughkeepsie sbout two sub-
jeets. The first was to quit dunping raw sewsge into the Hudson
River and, second, to zet a decent supply of pure drinking water --
not out of the Hudson River -- which, during the whole of the
twentv-five years hns been & perfectly practical self-liquidating
plan under the lsw, =-- that is, gettins the weter -- but nobody

has done 1t.

& oo there isn't anything vou c¢mn =ssy on tﬁe record?

THF PRESIDENT: DMNo, except that I have been tryvins to accomplish those
two things and sugpesting it for twentv-r'ive yvears and nerhaps it
will be another twentv-five vears before something is done.

« Heywood Broun told us yssterday thet he hed suggested to you the
ereation of a faet-finding committee to study lebor relaticns in

the United States, similar to that committee which went abroad at

your request, Is there anything vou can tell us on that?
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THE PRESIDENT: Nothing except that I told him the suggestion would

be studied. I made one suggestion to Heywood Broun and I don't

know whether he spoke to you about it. Of course one of the
problems of taking care of newspaper men on relief is that there
are very, very few projects which you can invent for them. It
is pretty difficult agﬂ one of the suggestions came to me the
other day from Archie Watson, former corporation counsel of New
York. He has been studyine the thing for about six months. 1In
practically every community which is fifty or sixty years old,
there are a great many recoras that ought to be published and we
are workinz on the idea of publishing these records. It does take
the kind of skill that the average newspaper man can carry out per-
fectly well, that of having the records copied, edited and actually
publisnad.

The point of it is that on & project of that kind the actual
¢co8t per man per year can be kept very low if you sell the volumes

for approximaotely the cost of the physical production of' them.

Not the editorinl eost, but thae cost of printing ana binuing ana

| proof readinc. A very good example is the plan in 1933, when I
first went to washington. I knew thet the Navy Department had all
these nerfectly wonderful, very interesting old Captains' letters
of the early lavy -- the war with France, the war with the Barbary

pirates, -the war of 1812, They had never been published. They

just existed in the lavy Department. So we got ¥10,000. from Con=-

aress to publish the first volume. We sold the first volume for

£10,000., got enother appropriation for §£10,000. and sold the

second volume for 510,000, So far they have published four volumes
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of the old Navy records. It is a beautiful job and, as each
volume is published, it pays for itself. The net result is that
the Government, =2t the end of the series, won't be out of pocket
for the printing and binding one red cent. The only additional
cost, of course, is the editing of these things.

We have here in Poughkeepsie, for example, WPA projects which
have done an excellent job in the County Courthouse in copying and
listing the old records of this county and, I think, of the City
of Pougzhkeepsie., But they have never been published and they can
be published very easily under the auspices of the Dutchess County
Historical Soclety, =znd the same thine is true in almost every
county, and £old to libraries anad collectors all over the Unitea
States, 20 as to bring back a rortion of the cost of such projects.

That is one suggestion I made to Heywood Broun and we are
going to give it further study.

Her= 1z somethins interestins: Hers is one of the things
that Archie Watson dug out. This is off thne record but it is very
interestinz. This is, T think, one of the most interestings of all
historical documents. This is an indenture, in other words a con-
trect, dated 1760, whieh is not so long ago.

(Readin=) "TAIS INDENTURZ Witnesseth, That Johanna

Ivyer en Infant aged about eight years and an half hHath

put herself, =snd by these Presents, by & with the Con-

sant of Edward Dwyer and Ellinor his wife her parents

signifyed by their being parties to these presents doth

voluntarilv, snd of her own free Will and Accord, --"

Get this piecture, this child eight 2nd a half years old put-

ting herself ss apprentice.

(Reading) "=~ put harself Apprentice to Elizabeth
Wright of the City of lew York, widow, to learn the
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Art of bleeding and midwifery and after the Manner of
an Apprentice,.to serve from the Day of the Date here-
of, for and during, snd until the full End and Term of
Eleven years & Six Months next ensuing; during all which
Time, the said Apprentice her said Mistress faithfully
shall serve, her Secrets keep, her lawful Commands every
where readily obey: She shall do no Damage to her said
Mistress nor see it to be done by others, without let-
ting, or giving Notice thereof to her said Mistress:
She shall not waste her said Mistresses Goods, nor lend
them unlawfully to any: She shall not commit Fornica-
tion, nor contract Matrimony within the said Term: At
Cards, Dice, or any other unlawful Game, she shall not
play, whereby her said Mistress may have Damage: With
her own Goods, nor the Goods of others, without Licence
from her said Mistress, she shall neither buy nor sell:
She shall not absent herself Day nor Night from her
said Mistress her service, without her Leave; nor haunt
Ale-houses, Taverns, or Play-houses; but in all Things
behave herself as a faithful Apprentice ought to do,
during the ssid Term. #&nd the said Elizabeth shall use
the utmost of her Endesvours to teach, or cause to be
taught or instructed, the said Apprentice in the Art

of Bleeding and Midwifery and procure and provide for
her sufficient ieat, Urink, Apperel, Lodeing and Wwash-
inz, fitting for an Apprentice, during the said Term

ntT rlevon vears snd six months --"

In other words, until =ne is nineteen yeers of are, lio pay,
ramember,

(Reading) "-- and at the Zxpiration thereof gzive unto

the said apprentice two Suits of Closths snd during

the ssid Term teach the saia Apprentice to read snd
write."

| I tnink it is an smazins document, right in this country in
1760, =nd vet when you come to think of it, =& lHeywood Broun re-
marked yesterday, that child of eight and 2 half was a good deal
better off than many children of these days who are in canning

factories or pickinz up crops, without board, lodginz, food or

anything else, It iz a very interestinge document.

W Thet is what the ilerald-Tribune would eall "Youth control."

L8

TH: PRESIDENT: Youth control is right.




"
9 -- 8
a i

Q@ Did Senator Guffey convince you yaatarﬁaﬁ that everything was safe

'i{n Pennsylvania?

THE PRESIDENT: He told me what he told you.

% I think that was nothing. The only thing he told us was that the
ticket would be elected by two hundred thousand.

Q@ There is a report down in New York that you are going to speak in
New York City on the Seturday night before election.

THE PRESIDENT: I have no date whatsoever.

% Looking forwsrd to a departure story, which is the only cheerful
one, is there any particular reason for going back to Washington
next week?

THE PRESIDENT: Except to transact business.

+ 1 assumed that but thoucht possibly that there might be some con-
ference.

W Steve (Mr. Xarly) is kind of broken up sbout it. He was figuring
on all next week in Hyde Park. (Laughter)

THE: PRESIDENT: One resson for beins thers is tirs. Roosevelt's birthday
on Tuesday. She cannot get up nere becnuse sne has to go oft that
night or the next day.

MH. EARLY: And wyou have a lot of sppointments.

THE PHEEiDEHT: Yes; pgople cannot jat up here.

4 Are you alternatins on these trips between Steve (Mr. Early) and
Mac (Mr. Velntyre)?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. Ukeec is heving such = good time down
theré, and --

MR, EARLY: (interposing) And thst is the end of the story. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I left it hanging in the air; it is all right.
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& Before these November elections, do you ei-peut to say anything on
the various pension proposals? There would be California and
Colorado =-- |

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) You mean out loud, publiely?

¢ Yes. )

THE PRESIDENT: DNo; only, confidentially and off the record, just be-
tween us girls, it is funnier then a crutch, one of the funniest
thinzs that happened. You will notice that the old fat cat papers --
off the record -- they have not mentioned, except way down at the
end of the last column, on pege nine, that up in laine there were
three Republicen candidates for Congress who came out and went.up
and dovm the whole State of llaine saying, fI am in favor of the
Townsend Plan." All these old papers, like the erald-Tribune,
the Chicago Tribune, the Mew York Times quiet it dowm.

And over in Massachusetts young Saltemnstell entered into sn
agreement with the eandidate for Governor by which ne would with-
draw as Governor and'Ealtenstqll, as part of his agreement, saiad
to the publie, "I am very much interested in the objectives of the
Tovnsend Plan and will cive it my serious consiacer=ation." It was
all cut down.

@ (Mr. Belair) Page one of the llew York Timee on thet one.

THE PRESIDENT: It is awfully funny. I got a great kick out of it,
the wey it wse handled.

MR, MARLY: Isn't it true that the platform in Californis eliminated
the thirty dollar bread and butter plan --

THi, PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes.

MR. FARLY: =~ from the campaign?




THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

% Do you plan any active interest in the Dutchess County campaign?

THE PRESIDENT: I suppose I will see Jim Townsend from time to time.
% Do you plan to be here election day?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

W, I did not quite understand those figures you gave for the sewage
projects. Are they being relessed in Washington?

MR, EARLY: Mike Straus, in the Interior Department. They will give
the projects by neme and the allotments for each project. He
said he would have them ready by two o'clock, so vou have a good

jump on them,

THE PRESIDENT: I think Pourhkeepsie is in there for a partial amount.

4 Is Governor Lehman comine down this week?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know vyet.

% Do you expeect that he may.be down?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know because we are Tiguring on what will be
the best time for him,

w Lamar Hardy vicited you since we last sew you. Anything you csn
tell us about his visit?

Tilk PRESIDENT: DNo. As you guessed, we did talk about the spy situa-
tion and it does present -- I think you can write a story on this --
it does present a national problem, without any question., The
objective, really, is to separate two entirely different forms,
really separate forms, of foreign governmentel sctivity in the
United States; in other-wcrds, to separate the propaganda activity

from the military and naval spy activity --

¥R. BEARLY: (intervosing) Espionage.
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THE PRESIDENT: -- and if ana?kaap: that distinction very clearly in
mind, it is a very useful thing to do, and you can use that in
your story so long as you do not make it appear that the Federal
Government wants to set up a huge anti-propaganda organization --

nobody has considered that in any way.

But there is & problem which the Federal Government has a
very definite responsibility for on the Army and Navy side of
things, which goes by the generic term of "foreign spies." We are
giving that very, very deep study as to what should be done to
countersect the continuance of foreign government spying on our
national defenses.

MR. EARLY: Another phase of that has got to do with the employment
of unnaturalized foreigners by american firms manufecturing for
the Army and Navy.

THE FRESIDENT: That is all part of it.

4 Wwill you probebly ask for additicnal funds next session?

THF, PRESIDENT: I would not put it aquite that way. I do say we nave
cot to the point of studying what the best kind of machinpery is
that we can set up.

One of our problems todey, guite frankly, ies that we have
too many organizations that are not sufficiently tiédltogether.

As we all know, we have the militery intelligence, G-2, the uffice
of Naval Intelligence, and the F. B. I. énd seversl organizations
in the Treasury Department.

4 Organizations?

THF PRESIDENT: I am telking about the Government. And we have not

got the proper machinery for coordinating all their work to run




down foreign spying.

LS
Q Which one of those organizations is now primarily responsible?

THE PRESIDENT: They all are, within limits.
Q The State Department hss an organizetion too.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes; eswfully small.

% Mr. President, do the reports to you show that espionage is on the
inerease; that is, where the Army and MNavy is concernsd?

TH¥ PRESIDENT: I would not =ay it is on the incerease today but it is
a great desl larger today than it wes ten yesrs ago.

Mr. President, along th4at connection I was amezed tﬁlhEﬂT some time
back that the Ameriean Rifleman printed pictures znd drawings --
almost blueprints -- of our semi-automatic rifle. We are giving
out much more information than any otier country -- there hardly
seems reason for a spy to wander =round, You caxn gset topographiecal
maps of zlmost anythings.

THy PRESIDENT: Yee, and how srre vou coinz to prevent it? Whet you_ara
talkine about is public oropsrt: already and always will be, Topo-

sravhieal meps -- they ars publie property 211 over the world and

| vou can be quite sure that if practicallv every nation did not al-
| ready have the pietures of a new rifle, we would not have let it
be printed.
v Any connection hetween sshotace -- %.ais spying -- and a geries of

haval aviation disasters tihat occeurred in rapic succession a month

or 8o ago?
THE PRESTDENT: Not that I have heard of,
& You might do somethinz about tnose Japenese tankers tast follow the

fleet around, Mr. President. (Lsugater)

Mikt, STORM: Thank you, Mr, President.
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THE PRESIDENT: I have been looking at this dirty sheet (The Evening
Star). (Laughter) I have been looking at it to see the news.
They are killing a lot of people out in China, aren't they?

Well, that's old stuff now.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PHESIDEHT: I don't believe there is any particuler news. I think
I should just comment and say how happy I em that the Chaco dis-
pute has been finally terminated through the award of six nationms,
the delimitation of the boundary, and that has removed & serious
cause of dlsturbance on this continent. The continent 1s still
without any war going on.

Q Have you any appointments in the air or to be announced today?

THE PRESIDENT: No, none at all. ~

Q@ You do not mind my asking that?

THE PRESIDENT: No. (Laughter)

Q What do you think of the proposal of John L. Lewis that he will quit
if Bill Green also resigns?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, Fred (Storm), what would you think if I commented
on that?

Q (Mr. Storm) I think it would be a good story.

THE PRESIDENT: I think it might be news but I haven't got any news on
that.

an you give some comment as to the reaction to your Message
Q C i t to th tion t M T

THE PRESIDENT: The same thing; same idea.
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Q Can you tell us anything about the suggestion that you appoint a
commission to atudﬁ American labor relations, the idea which
Mr. Lewis endorsed this morning in his press conference?

THE FRESIDENT: Nothing more than I said, Fred, at Hyde Park.

Q Do you see any comparison between the Chaco settlement and the
Munich agreement? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: No comment on that.

Q Have you any engagements to speak in the Congressional campaign?

THE PRESIDENT: I have got no dates yet.

R Is there anyone pending in Brooklyn?

THE PRESIDENT: No, not pending anywhere, Fred (Essary).

Q@ Any news on Governor Dixon'é call this morning?

THE PRESIDENT: No, just came in to say, "How do you do." It was the
first time I had seen him since he was elected in the primaries.

Q@ Anything on the freight rate differential?

THE FRESIDENT: Of course every Governor from the lower South, when
he does come in, does talk about it -- quite properly.

¢ Has the farm program consideration reached the point where you can
give us any idea of what 1s going to happen on that?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. It is still in the general discussion stage
between Henry Wallace and myself. Has not got beyond that.

Q@ What kind of budgst outlook did Secretary Morgenthau bring yesterday?

THE PRESIDENT: Wait until the next cqnfarance.

& Mr. President, do you think we need a-gpecial session for New
England disaster relief as suggested by Senator Lodge?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think I had better answer that but I can tell

you probably by tomorrow or the next day. Senator Lodge will re-
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ceive from me -- it has been dictated but I think not yet signed --
a long letter marked "Personal™ on that very subject, and perhaps
if he were to ask me whether it is all right for him to give it
out, I might say, "Yes." (Laughter)

Q I take it, Mr. President, that you are not giving it to the Press
first.

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Do you think he will ask you, Mr. President?

THE PRESITENT: That is up to you. (Laughter)

Q Did Gifford Pinchot give you any of his political views today, Mr.
Preslident?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, we two discussed liberalism versus conservatism
as a political philosophy with great accord.

Q@ You are in agreement, I take 1t, sir?

THE PﬁESIDENT: On the politieal philosophy.

Q@ Are you in accord on the forestry problem?

THE PRESIDENT: I think s0.

Q@ Did Gifford Pinchot tell you who he is going to vote for in Penn-
; sylvania?
| THE PRESITENT: He told me he would have a statement for you and he
thought he had better not give it to me first because -- (laugh-
ter)
Q@ Chairmen McNinch has been over at Federal Communications for a year.
There still seems to be considerable friction over there. Would
you care to comment on this long controversy over Civil Service

status?

THE PRESIDENT: The lest I knew the Chairman was still in the hospital

and there is still frietion.




490 --4 15

Q Anything with respect to coordinating counter-espicnage?

THE PRESIDENT: Studying it, that is all; trying to get scme method of
better cooperation.

Q Have you teken any steps yet?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Governor Poindexter, of Hawaii, was in to see you, I think last
week, about the readjustment of WPA in Hawaii to civil jurisdic-
tion. Have you come to any decision about that?

THE FRESIDENT: I don't think there is any particular story on that.

I think he felt that there had not been enough percentage of
WPA work which was going to municipalities and too much to
national defense, but I am inclined to think that about the same
proportion should continue to go to national defense.

Q Mr. President, National Chairman Farley sald last week that he was
going down the line for all Democrats nominated in the primaries. |

Do you agree with his statement in that respect?

THE PRESIDENT: If I were National Chairman, I would say the same
thing.

Q Are you speaking now as President or as head of the Democratic
Party?

THE PRESIDENT: If I were head of the Democratic Party, if I were
National Chairmen, I would do the same thing.

Q The Civil Service Commission was here, I think yesterday. They
made no particular statement when they went out. Anything --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Only a budgetary thing.

Q Are they to go through with this work under the Executive Order

to take in this 81,0007
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THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no. They are working on it all the time. There

are things coming up under that Executive Order. Of course, as

you run into details you run into difficulties. For example,

today Admiral Wilson Brown came in to protest against putting

the professors of the Naval Academy under strict Civil Service
rule, which would be, of course, a very different thing from the
system of hiring and firing of professors in any of the civilian
universities throughout the United States. Well, that is a thing
that nobody has thought of and of course at Annapolis -- and West
Point the same way -- being essentially colleges, the thought for
a great many years has been that the hiring and firing and pen-
sioning and employment of civilian professors and assistant and
associate professors and instructors should be kept on approxi-
mately the same basis as the average of the American colleges.

Q Mr. President, have you been advised through official channels
of King George's visit to Canada next spring?

THE PRESIDENT: No, only what I read in the papers.

Q Have you done or will you do something about Biggers' recommenda-
tion that the problem of the increased employment of women
should be turned over to the Monopoly Committee when it meets?
You remember his letter saying that there had been this tremen-
dous increase --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Of course the way I feel about that is
that we cennot merely take the figures that were shown by the
Biggers report in regard to the employment of women until we

make some further analysis of the cause of it.

Just for example, during the depression and after the




depression, because of a 1:1-3 large number of unemployed persons,

a great many wamen who had not worked before, when their husbands
were employed, have gone back to work. In other worde, we have

got to anelyze yet and find out why there are more women in in-

dustry.

Q Women are sedentary workers --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes, and my thought is that there is a
question as to whether we should make a study as to the reasons
why women had gone back and of the percentage which had been in
end gome out again, or what the percentage is of those who were

Al forced, because of the lack of ampldmant of their husbands, to
go to work for the first time in their lives. We have to find
that out first and whether that should be done immediately or
whether we should wait and get a breakdovmn by the questionnaire
method in the 1940 census, I don't know. That is the question
to determine. The Biggere figures are very interesting but not
conclusive unless you know the reason why.

Q He analyzed it to some extent in the report itself.

THE PRESIDENT: That is not enough. We are still studying as to what
to do next.

2 Whether to go to the Monopoly --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Or let it remain a matter for the census.

Q Did you reach any conclusion with Admiral Brown on the Annapolis
matter?

THE PRESIDENT: No,: it was the first time I heard of it.

Q What do you think of the campeign in Ohio by Bulklqy and Taft where

they are criticizing mud-slinging issues?




THE PRESIDENT: I don't know a thing about it.
Q You said that the percentage of the national budget to go to national

defense would not decrease. In view of the tense world situation,

is it paui‘n:'m it would go up instead of down?

THE PRESIDENT: That is true. One very simple illustration is that

the Navy budget next year has got to go up in order to carry on

construction of warships that were authorized. The starting of
their construction was authorized by -the last session of Congress
and contracts have been let, or are about to be let, but very 1lit-
tle money will go out of this year's appropriation. Well, for
example, the two new battleships, while we will spend out of the
Treasury practically nothing on that, we will let the contracts
for them this year and we will be on the full spending end by
next summer.

I think the Navy budget will probably go up -- I don't know --
a hundred and fifty million dollars of necessity.

Q@ Will the Chicago PWA subway grant be made?

THE PRESIDENT: I think you will have news of that in the course of
I

I

| the next forty-eight hours.

|

MR. YOUNG: In the absence of Mr. Wile, may I say, "Thank you"?

(Laughter)
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