
• 
CCIIrDJDl'W. 
Pnu ~--o• *'u• 
:lacnaU~• Otftoea ot 1:be Wbite Bouae, 
OCtober u, ln8, 10.,~ A..K. 

~ You look lm&PW thia morn1Dg. (Referring to the President's 11111w 

suit.) 

TBE PRI'SIJJII:NT: I am not feeling IIDAPPY• I sat up last ni8ht beer-

1Dg the European side ot things trCIII Ambassador Bul.li tt . 

MR. DONAI.J:SON: All in, 

'1m PRESII:ENT: I am not going up to Hyde Park until Sunday noon be-

cause I cannot get all the work straightened out until then. 

Q Bas the Administration changed its policy toward the prosecution ot 

the local Medical Society? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don 't know; I have not followed it at all. 

Q There was some report that the Government was going to drop its 

case. 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard a word about it. 

Q Have you heard of the progress of the work on the Gravelly Point 

Airport? 

THE PRESIDENT: Scanebody told me yesterday t~t they hoped to get 

the first dirt flying in about ten days and I said that when 

I got back, a week from Monday, I will drive down with the 

Commission and look it onr. Nothing formal. 

Q Did anybody tell you it will take two years instead of one? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know, 

Q Your driving down there will inaugurate the work? 

THE FRESIDENT: No speech or anything like that. 

Q They wanted you to run a steam shovel. 
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'1'BI PRMtiCWl': Ro, jun 4r1n U'OUJI4. 

Q At the lut CoDtereDoe TOU told ua JOU ILlcht !law ea.tbbs to 

•1 on the buqet at thh ou. · A:tq o• «J<t JOG oan •n? 
TH! PBISID!Nl': '!'he oD17 OCIIIII8nt 1e that I O&DDot .Ue ·~ .,. ant 

tor the reason that new 4enlopaents 1D national det.IUie re-

quire such a complete restu41 ot American national detense that 

it will deter, necessarilJ, &D7 budget comments tor same time. 

Q Mr. Baruch, when he lett J'8Sterday, said that it was hie opinion 

that the Army was lacking in modern equipnent. He said that 

there is definitely not a tirst-olass organization because ot 

lack ot what he termed, "modern arms.• Do you propose, Mr. 

President, to ask tor additional funds to supply the Army w1 th 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) In the tirst place, I did not read 

Mr. Baruch's statement, except the headline, so I cannot cCIIDD8nt 

on that, but there are a good mBllY people and a good many studies 
..J 

not just Mr. Baruch but a good many others -- who are very care-

tully checking up on certain new elements t hat have gradually 

been coming 1n tor the past three or tour years, elements that 

relate, just tor example, to the problem ot mass production, 

which we have never yet adequately considered. 'llhey are new 

things and theretore they require a good deal ot study. 

Q That mass producti on, does that include airplanes? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yea, and other things, too. 

Q Have you taken any definite steps toward standardization ot cer-

tain weapons and plane manufactures also with the idea ot pre-

pe.rillg tor mass production? I understand there are several 

branches where standardization 18 needed, or samB people atudyiDg 



it thiDk it ia Dae4e4, to aet up .... pro4uotion. 

TBI PRISIDII'l': You have uawre4 your own queat ion. The wor4a, 

~·• production• u.ceaaarily .. an •atendar4ization.• You can-

not hne ••• production unleaa you ban standardization. 

Q Baa your product reached a point ot development where you teel 

you can standardize? 

THE PRESIDENT: Other ll8t1ons are doin6 it. 

· Q I~ any centralized or interdepartmental body studying this? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I am doing it. 

~ Is that study being conducted with civilian advice? 

THE !RESIDENT: Every known kind. 

~ Is it the intent to create an orga.nization similar to the wartime 

War Industries Boord? 
• THE PmsiDmT: No , thi s has nothing to do with machinery tor running 

it. It is a question ot ll8tional defense. 

~ Is it contemplated to materially increase the size ot the Army? 

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot give you anything on that because then you 

get down to a kind ot partial r eport. We are then only ta.king 

up one small phase. It yOu ask me, "Are you going to have two 

more submarines?" or, "Are you going to give up the oaTal.ry?" 

or , "Are you doing one thing or t he ot her?" it becomes a Tery 

ditticult matter because it tak&s away the whole rounded pic-

ture. What I want to do is to give to the country a complete 

picture , when we are ready, rather than in comparatively minor 

detail . 

For instance, talking ott the record , talking about 

tl50,ooo , ooo . tor two new battleships, ot course you people 



ha4 to uue •~th1DC• Ot oourae tbat waa not a uw norr, 

rea!l:r, because the authoris&Uona ba4 been •d• l.a•t :rear. 

ObTiouel:r ther had to go in. But I don't want to contuse the 

public by tal.k1J:Is about items ot that k1D4. I am th1Dld.~~g 1Jl 

terma ot national detense. 

Does the power study enter into it? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q Do you contemplate creating a unitied Department ot Detense? 

THE PRESIDENl': That is a pure detail ot later administration. What 

I am doing now is studying a plan to meet needs under rather 

J?.&W world condi tiona. 

Q When will the plans be ready? Can you tell us the time? 

THE PRESIDJ!lfr: By the third ot January. 

Q Can you throw any light on the reason which led to this decision 

to reorganize the whole national detense picture? 

THE PRESIDENl': I should say, offhand, that it started about a year 

ago because ot information that was coming in at that time. It 

bas been in progress tor about a year and it has, in a sense, 

been torced to a head by events, developments end intormat~on 

received within the past month. 

Q Will you say, are you referring to technical or political matters? 

THE PRESIDENI': Detense matters, not political. 

Q I mean information that. is coming in, is it technical? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes, technical, 

Q Any caament on the statement 118de yesterday by Groesbeck, ot the 

Electric Bond and Share, 1n which he pledged cooperation to the 

Holding Company Act? 



'l'BI PRISll&lfl': I aate4 scma 1Dtor-.t1on on/it reetercla7 aftenooa, 

supposing that the queation '1101114 be a•Jr:-4. It 1e fairl7 10111 

an4 I will trr to touch the higb spots. 

I am, or couree, verr glad to read or the statement •4• 
by Kr. Groesbeck at hie stockholders' JDBetlng, I think it ••· 

In trying to en.luate it, I think we can say that the announce-

JDBnt illustrates exactly what I meant in the past When I urged 

eooperati on between business and govermnent in concrete and not 

in general terms; in other words, not merely lip service but 

getting down to brass tacks. 

Secondly, it ought to be clear that the term, "death sen-

tenee," which was invented, not by the Government o~by the 

Press but by the utility propagandists, three years and a halt 

ago -- that is a matter of record -- that that term brought 

more harm than good to the utilities, and we are now going to 

have the opportunity to prove what we have always contended --

go back and read the debates in the hearings -- that that See-

tion. ll in the Utility Aot was not a death sentence but should 

properly have been called a "health sentence." 

Q. Did you call it a "life sentence"? 

THE PRESIDENT: Health sentence. That, apparently, is be.ing recog­

nized by the owners ot public utility securities. They are 

beginning to think that their securities are worth more money 

now that certain otrieers ot the utilities have given up the 

old term. 

Next, Mr. Groesbeck, being a good business ~· the pros-,. 

peet ie that private business will be helped by hie action in 



·~ 

a1tt111& 401111 with a bu8iu81-ll1D4e4 c~aaion to work tlliDp 

out 1D a buaue .. lin -.,., aD4 we hope that other ccapaDiea Will 

came 1D. Hie Tina will be retlected 1D the Tina aDd atatementl • 

ot other people 1D similar poai tiona. J. number ot caapanies, ot . 

course, are in and cooperating, such as the American Water Works 

and Electric Ccmpe.ny and the Columbia Gas and Electric Ccapany. 

F1Dally, we all wish that this delay might have been &TOided 

and that the utility c<lllp8.Dies might have cooperated without the 

many legal steps they took that preceded the Supreme Court's de-

ciaion upholding the constituti onality of the legislative pro-

visions but, on the other hand, this being a democratic country, 

where democratic processes work, it is a perfectly normal thing 

to expect that k i nd of a delay and it i s all right. 

Q. Mr. President, do you fee l it essential to seek extension ot your 

powers over the dollar after next June thirtieth? 

THE PRESIDENT.: I have not the faintest idea. I had not thought or it 

until I read it in this morning's paper. It comes up this tUne 

every year, does it not? It is one of the hardy annuals. (Laughter) 

Q. Do you care to discuss the situati on in the Communications Cammie-

a1on? 

THE PRES!~~: No. The Communications Commission, I take it, is run-

ning their own job. 

Q. Did you happen to read the editorial on Mr. Dul>insky 1 s statement 

urging you to mediate the 0. I. o. a.nd A. F. of L. dispute or to 

call a meeting ot your own? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q. Has anybody suggested that to you? 



'1'81 PBJBmDI'r: Cona14er the tact that they han ben called into ~ 

ott1ce. 

Q I mean together? 

TBB PRESIDENT: 'Dley have &Ten been 1n together. 

Q No new oonterence plan? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q Would you care to make any comment on the disappearance or the poet­

Hoover recession? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: I think this action of the El ectric Bond and Share 1s 

along the line ot what that necessary and very proper temporary 

White House spokesman at Hyde Park mentioned t'wo weeks ago. Ot 

course, as you at Hyde Park knew, there was onexeason tor using 

that on that particular occasion, the reason being that a com­

parison was made or certain things that happened 1D foreign 

nations. We won't have any more, of course, unless the~e is same 

similar r eason why there cannot be attribution to the President. 

Q ,\re you going to make a speech in New York for the ticket? 

THE PP.ESIDENT: I do not know, Fred (Storm). The only news -- I am 

being very expansive today -- is that the Governor (Lehman) is 

coming up to see me next week I do not know the date yet 

because it depends a little on his plans -- and when he comes up 

we will talk about the campaign as a whole 1D the state in which 

I vote. 

Q (Mr. Storm) And where the 0 • Connell boys vote me. (Laughter) 

Q Can you make any comment on the Palestine situati on? 

THE P~IDENT: No. 'Dle Secretary ot State has a statement which I 

understand is going to be given out very shortly. 



Q BaTe rou reoeiTed a request fraa SeDator DoDah•J to do aom8tbins 

about the old age pension situation in Ohio? 

THE PRiSIDENl': Not t hat I lmow of. 

MR. STOm.f : 'Jllank you , Mr. President. 

' 



CCIUlDiiftUL 
Preaa OODterenoe 1•92, 
In~- Pna14e~'• Stud¥ at !f7de Park, 
Ootober 18, 1938, 12.00 11. 

Q Good morning, Mr. Pnaident. 

'1m PRZSIDJNT: This 1a not a big crowd so it 1a all right. Colonel 

and l&rs. llurray over here i.n the corner. We have all had the 

best time yesterday that ever happened because when the good 

people landed on the CAMKRONIA and joined ue on the train, the 

first stories that went out were that Mr. Arthur Murray, famous 

dancing teacher, and his third wife were coming up to spend the 

day at Hyde Park. That was good. And the next morning Colonel 

MUrray and Lady Murray were staying here -- that was yesterday 

morning's papers. And yesterday afternoon • a papers said that 

"Sir Arthur MUrray, railway magnate, and Lady Murray." So they 

have come to the conclusion that if they are not made Marquis 

and Marchioness before they leave, they will be qui te hurt. 

Q We can do t hat today, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDJiNT: Good. 

Q That is known as an J\merican build-up, Mr. President. (Laughter) 

TBE.,PRESIDENT: I don't think there is any news at all. Governor 

Horner, I believe, is outside. Governor Lehman is coming to 

lunch and Secretary Morgenthau is •coming. 

Q I had a query last night. The office wanted to know whether you 

had any ancestors in New Amsterdam in 1647. 

THE PRESIDENI': Fred (Storm), it is a touchy subject. They did not 

start keepi.ng passenger lists of immigrants until 1648, you see, 

and because their names were not on the passenger lists -- they 

16 



atarte4 iD 1MB -- therefore the7 Eet han o.- oYer before 

that , but Wbat the ahip •• aDd what the J'Ml' wae we do not 

mow. We think there te a record. The oris1n.al. gentleman •• 

called netne Claes, which means little claee , an4 there 1e a 

mention ot a little olaes way back in 1640, so he may haTe came 

onr then, but all we know definitel y is t hat they were here 

betore 1648. And then ther e appear Tarious piecemeal records 

starting in '48 and '49. We know t hat t hey were sur ely here 

atter that . 

~ What did you thi nk of that play the other day? 

THE PRESIDENT: I t hought i t was grand. You know, I have never seen 

any shows just l i ke t hat before . 
l 

~ Walter Houston did a swell job . 

THE PIUSIDENT: He came around after supper at the Whi te House and was 

rather inter esting. I thought he was going to hurt his knee t er­

ribly . He told me that he had thought so at first but he soon 

got used to it . He thought he would not be able to keep his bal­

ance but he soon got that , too , 

I don' t think there i s any news . 

Q Secretary Morgenthe.u i s to be here . Is that purely soc ial, or 

budgetary? 

THE PRESIDENT: I suppose i t will be budget ary from 5 . 30 to 6.30 and 

atter that it will be social . 

Q Anything new on t he nat i onal def ense needs' s tudy? 

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing . They ar e proceeding very well. 

~ Some of the newspaper stories have i ntimat ed that it will be tied 

up with recovery. Can you tell us anything about t hat? 
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'1'111 PRISIDBlti': No. It 18 juat in the p:relS•in•rr step. 

Q Would it run into enough lllo'ney to really hue auy influence on re-

THE PRESIDENl': I have not the faintest idea. In other words, any-

thing I can say or you would say would be pure, unadulterated 

guesswork. I don't know. 

Q Does your phrase about guesswork apply to the story carried last 

night about 4,120 airplanes? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is absolutely guesswork. I haven't the faintest 

idea. I could not write an intelligent story on it at the pres-

ent time. 

Q Secretary Wallace has given us this new farm plan. Anything you 
,/""' 

can say about that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so. I don't think I can talk about it 

intelligently enough to trust myself. He was here on other 

things. 

·Q Did you hear Winston Churchill's broadcast or radio speech in 

which he spoke about the union ot English speaking persons? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, only read the headlines. 

Q We understand Mr. Hoover was on the air last night. 

THE PRESIDENT: So McDuffie said. 

MR. 14ciNTYRE: That is off the record. 

THE PRESIDENT: Mae says that has got to be ott the record. And fur-

thermore, he turned it ott after five minutes. That is ott the 
' 

record, too. (Laughter) 

Q Have you heard anything about Secretary Ickes' health -- reports 

that he has been sick? 

I 



'l'BK PBISIDIItl': Kr. Iokes? It _. true that he telt the altitude 

orouiq the Di•i4e and he 1a all right ap1D. 

MR. lrollfl'IHI: Fred (Storm) suggested that he had been in rarefied 

atmo~~phere now tor sneral months. (Laughter) 

Q. I understand artists are be1Dg 1D•1ted to sulmit SOJIIII llml'tll 4ea1ps 

tor the Poughkeepsie Post Office, one of a century ago and one 

comparatbely recently. Was that your idea? 

THE mESIDENT: I think they are just a bout doDe • 

Q. No, these are additional, one for each end of the hall. The artists 

have been invited to take part in the competition and the price 

they will get will be $2100. each. It is to be submitted by 

April 1, 1939. 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know except that the original plan called for 

panels the. t would bring things down to date. I ~ppose it is part 

of the original plan which Miss Reynolds and I worked up between 

us. 

Q. Is there anything you can tell us about Secretary Perkins' propos­

al for e. thirteen-member mediation commission to settle labor 

disputes? 

THE PRESIDENT: No; only what she said, that is all. 

Q. Is anyone coming with Governor Lehman, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I told him to bring anybody he wanted to. 

Q. What brings him up here? 

THE PRESIDENT: To talk about the campaign. 

Q. The Illinois campaign? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, you mean Governor Horner. He is just east and I 

have not seen him for some time. 



.. 

Q I -~ woD4er1q. 

TBI PRIBIDD'l': I bad not seen him ailloe apr1Dg and I asked him to 

drop up here. No particular diacu~aion. 

Q Ban you dispatched 8.D invitation to King George in coDDection -­

'l'BB PRESIDENT: (illterposiDg) I can only talk to you ott the record. 

It is nry ditricult. When the head ot a nation Tieita another 

nation, you do not have a special engraved invitation sent to 

him. It is not done that way. That is all I can tell you. 

Q How is it done, Mr. President? (Laughter ) ott the record. 

THE PRESIDENT: No, not even ott the record. 

Q I believe they will be in Washington, neverthel ess , won't they? 

THE PRESIDENT: I hope eo. 

Q Have you heard anything lately that leads you to believe that 

relief expenditures can be held to the balance on band? 

THE PRESIDENT: We have just the preliminary studies of that. After 

all, there are two things, as you all know trttu previous years. 

First is the estimate ot relief that is made up on the third ot 

January tor the balance ot the year. That has been the custom, 

because you cannot tell much beyond the first ot July. And then, 

later on in the session, the way we have done it before, we give 

them an estimate ot .needs on relief tor the coming fiscal year, 

beginning the first or July. 

Q Aubrey Williams was telling us at the Ylhi te House tl:a t you had 

ins tructed him, it possible, to hold expenditures down to the 

sixty millions now available. 

THE PRESIDENT: Ats I remember it, the bill gave us, definitely, the 

money up to the first ot February and, in addition to that, 



la'' that ricb'• Hal'l"J"I 

1&. SDPAISS: No, it •• the tirat ot Me.roh. '!'her appropriated moMr 

tor eisht montha and then, it the 811lergenor ex1eted, we ooul.d 

spend it prior to the eight 110nthe. 

THl PRmiDINl': That 1e it. 

~ What was tbe total? 

MR. BIJPltiNS: A billion and a halt. 

~ Have rou scheduled any new meetings ot the trustees ot the school 

district? 

THE PRESIDE1'T: I have not heard, a nything a bout what happened since 

we got here • I gue sa they are meeting a 11 the t 1me. 

MR . MciNTYRE: Do you think Governor Lehman could stop by and see the 

boys atter 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I will try to get him to. 

~ We would appreciate it very much. 

THE PRESIDENT: Unless he i s going . on to Albany. 

MR. MciNTYRE: He will probably want to play up to his own boys. 

THE PRESIDENT: Do you suppose he will have a crowd with him? 

~ I imagine so • 

THE PRESIDENT: You don't know whether he is going to Albany? It so, 

he won't want to go back to Poughkeepsie. 

Q Could we come up here and meet him? 

THE PRESIDENT: It would be possible to have a double conference, but 

what would you do? You would have what they call "a conflict ot 
I 

authority." There might be s~ awtul crossing ot wires, with 

your stories and the tallow that is covering him. 

' 



' 
Q We oould Jwl8 1t on White Bouae oil'ol.ea. 

'1!11 PRiinDDT: 'l'hat 1e al•r• good. "Sources aloe• to the Ada1Dh­

trat1on.• It 1a all right. 

Q Are rou acting in this old age pension tight out 1D Ohio, teying 

to settle it? 

THE PRESIDl!:NT: I do not know what hae happened latelr. 

Q I had a message trom Columbus, which said that state Auditor Ferguson 

was torwarding data t or your considerat ion. 

MR. MclNTYRE: That has not arrived yet, Fred (Storm). 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard a thing tor -- I don't know what 

ten days. 

Q The AP has queried us tram Albany on this supposed tlood control 
/ 

conference here with Mac (Mr. Mcintyre) this morning at eleven? 

MR. MciNTYRE: I have . I am going to receive a petition tor you this 

morning. 

MR. STCilM: Thank you, J,K.r. President. 
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OCiiilDiiiiAL 
Pnu Ocmftrenoe lf.i3, 
ID· tbl Prea14ct'• Stud7 at ~de Pvk, 
Oowber 21, 1938, 10.~. A.K. 

Q. Good morning, Ill'. President. 

THE PRBSIDDI': Good morning, Frederic (Storm). How is the boy? 

What did you do yesterday with all the rain going on? What kind 

or golf did you play? 

Q. Indoor golf. 

MR. MclNTYRE: The game they call galloping golf, 

THE PRllSIDENT: Oh, that is a very e xpe nsi ve game • 

Q. (Mr. Belair) Yes, sir; it is. 

THE PRESIDENT: Now, let us see what I have got. I have several things 

here, if you are short of stories . 

Q. We certainly are, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: I ca~ give you lots of stuff, 

No. 1: I have always checked up on the tourist travel 1n 

the National Parks just the way, when I was Governor , I used to 

check up every ye~r on the tourtst travel in the Adirondack Park 

and the Catskill Park and the various State Parks as being some-

what of an indication or the condition of the country . 

Here is a memorandum that I got trom Slattery, which I will 

give Mac (Mr. Mcintyre.) to show to you. It has got the figures 

in it but it is not to be used 1n a statement . It was made out 

in the form or a stat ement by me because there is a whole lo~ or 

stuff here that you need not use. (Reading) 

"As I have repeatedly emphasized, it is my de­
sire, and the purpose or this Administration, to 
raise the .American standard or living so that all 

1 



'"-I 
ot tbe people •7 enjoy better eoOJMalo .. our1 v 
and coo4 l1•1Da· Publ1o ue ·or the nat1cmal parka, 
which ue created tor tM beMtit •114 enjo,_nt ot 
the people, abowa bow nll we ban euco .. ded." 

You can put that in :your on J.aDsuqe. (Read ins) 

"In 1933, adadniatrative reeponaibilit,. tor 
d.D)' ot the historical parka and nat10D6l. monuments 
was scattered among aneral departments of the 
J'ederal GoTerD!III!Int. J'or econaay and the -.inteDIUloe 
ot consistent standards ot public aenice, I consol­
idated that responsibility in the National Park 
SerYice ot the Department ot the Interior. 

"In 1934, the tirst year that travel statistics 
were recorded t or the consolidated national park and 
monument system, 6,337,206 people Yiaited those res­
ervations. In 1935, the travel tigure climbed to 
7,676,490; in 1936, it increased to 11,989,793; in 
1937, it mounted to 15,133,432; and in 1938, 16,233,688 
people visited the areas in the national park and mon­
ument system." 

In other words, in t our years t he number or people who are visit-

ing National Parks and Monuments bas increased more than two and 

a half times, which is a very interesting thing. 

(The balance of the statement, which the President did not 

- read to the Press , is as follows: 

"These travel figures, in other words, show 
that more than two and a half times as uany people 
in the United States bad the opportunity to visit 
national parks and monuments in 1938 than in 1934. 
As a gauge or how we have cl imbed out or depres­
sion, I think that is convincing evidence. 

"The greatest increase in park travel was 
made in the number or people who visited the 
historical parks and monuments. There is a grow­
ing interest in our American traditions, aooamplish­
ments, and cultural heritage. Travel helps to build 
national unity. 

"I am proud or our natiODal parks, for they 
are a cultural. achievanent. They are a practical 
recognition ot the educational and inspirational 
value ot certain resources , as contrasted with the 
commercial exploitation or t hose resources. 
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•Parka are u W,l .. Dt ot oon .. nation. 
Tbe:y oouerTe br•th1Dc epao... 'l'he:y oODaer.,. 
arobeolosio, h1etorio, &D4 aoient1tio ••ter­
pieoea. The:y oonHne torests, strn•a, and 
wildl1te. 

"Parks are also utilitarian. The:y pro­
vide tor the use and enjoyment ot outstanding 
resources. Whether that uae is group play or 
individual contemplation ot nature's beaut:y, 
it is use ot national resources tor human bet­
terment, and with sustained econcmic returns.") 

It 1s a beautiful statement. You can take all kinds ot beauti-

tul things out ot it as l ong as you do not take it as my state-

ment. 

Q This does not include the National Forests? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes. Ot cour se, in the National Forests they have not 

got the sam.e kind ot a checkup on the numbers as they have in the 

Nati onal Parka and Monuments, because so many peopl e go into the 

National Forests without go ing over a road. 

Q In line with these s t atistics as reflecting the condition of the 

country, have you any comment to make upon the widespread back-

to-work movement in the automobile industry? 

THE PRESIDENI': Of course t he only comment is that it is a very delight-

ful tact. 

~ And that , of course, will help in holding down WPA spending? 

THE PRESIDnlT: Yes . 

Then, here is another thing: I have been d iggi ng these 

things up. Here is another thing I have had t or about a week or 

ten days and I cannot give you very much in the way or detai ls on 

it because I have not got t hmn , but it is the kind or a thing 

that, when you get back to washington, i f you want to write a 

special story , it is good. 

'. \. 
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Back in 19S7·, the COJICl"eee at the euggeetion ot ~eelt ud 

the ~ttorney General-- this was part ot the Court objectiTe -­

paned a bill setting up -- I don't know what it •e called -­

a board, cc:mntesion or group, or whateTer it was, ot Federal 

.Tudps to reorganize and reform Federal Court practice and pro­

cedure. Judge .Kannee will know about this. Up to tbat time 

there were a great many complaints about Federal Court practice. 

It was slow, it was not uniform, it had a great many excrescences -­

there i s another word tor it, but that is what it was. It bad 

grovm up over a great many years. It required speeding up for 

better justice and especially tor quicker justice. This committee, 

~hink that is what it was called, of Federal Judges met and, in 

accordance with the terms of the Act, made a report last spring, 

'which I sent to the Congress. That report laid down a whole new 

series of simplification and standardization rules and the Act 

provided that the Congress would have the right to veto these 

rules before it adjourned, but that if they did not veto the 

rules before they adjourned, they would go into effect on the 

first of October. They did not take any action on the rules, 

one way or the other, and therefore they went into effect on the 

first day of October. 

The result i s one of the most important steps that we have 

taken for the reform of Federal judicial procedure. 

And it is rather interesting as a s idelight on methods ot 

Government, taking it in a broad way. These rules were -- put 

it this way: If the Congress had attempted to . tormulate rules 

themselves, which they had a perfect right to do, tor practical, 



pr .. ent th1Dg• • what would haTe happened? In all human probe.b-

1lity. nothing would haTe happened. It was a more or lese tech-

nical problem. It had been diecueeed tor twenty years and noth-

ing had happened. Theretore • the Congress Tery wisely said• 

"We hann 't got the time • in a body consisting of the House and 

?•nate, to go into the details of Court rules; theretore we will 

delegate the legislative !unction to set up rules to a committee 

ot experts co~osed of ~udges and assisted by the Department ot 

~ustioe. And we will provide that what they bring in, in the 
-

form of rules, will automatically go into effect, provided the 

Congress itself does not veto them." 

The result is that we have taken one of the most important 

steps we have ever taken. : 

Now, I do not have to point out to you the analogy between 

that procedure and a good many other problems of Government, 

such as reorganization and a good many other problems of actual 

administration. Rules of a Court are essentially an administra-

tive problem and these new rules improve the administration. 

They are laid down by the people who run the Courts, the ~udges 

and the Department of Justice, and the Congress gave to itself 

the right to veto them. 

MR. MciNTYRE: Is there any precedent for that action that you know 

of? 

THE PRESIDENT: That we do not know, but it is an amazingly interest-. 

ing accomplishment in a very sound way for getting more or lees 

technical problems solved. It is a very interesting thing. 

Most people in this country do not know about it at all because 



it baa bad juet a etick or two. But all the l.aWJ8re who prac-

t1eed 1D the J'ederal Courts are quite thrilled b:y what baa been 

accomplished. 

Q For the purposes of our stories, are not those rather un1Jnportant 

in themselves, as tar as our story is con·cerned? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, they are tremendously important fran the point of 

view of the lawyer. They are very drastic. It is the most 

drastic thing that bas ever happened in the practice and procedure 

before the Federal Courts . I cannot go into the details because 

I know only about half a dozen of the important things that have 

been done. 

Q Stories have been printed on it. 

THE PRESIDE1~: You will probabl y find it in the files but it is the 

kind of thing that i s not known to the general public at all. 

Q W~ . President, naturally you are cheered over the method by which 

this was accomplished? 

THE ffiESIDENT : Yes, it is a practical way of accomplishing Adminis-

trative refor.ms. 

Q Have you anything else in mind that you think might be carried out 

along this Iine, such as reorganization? 

' THE PRESIID:NT: Yes. After all, that i s the princi ple . It is the 

principle and the objective of what I have said all along about 

reorganization. In other words , give to the people responsible 

for administration in the Executive Branch of the Government,just 

as they did to people in the Judicial Branch of the Government, 

t he right to bring in new rules, new plans, to the Congress and 

give to Congress t he right to veto that plan within a g iven time. 

1 
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E:DOtlJ the 8Uie thiq, 

Then I han got one other thiq here: I han had report a 

trom Administrator Andrews, ot the Wage-Hour Adm1n1etrat1on, 

that are very gratifying in that there is a general disposition 

to comply with the law being shown by employers throughout the 

country. 

The response has been such that the Administrator has some 

hope that many employers engaged i n intrastate caamerce , as well 

as in interstate commerce, may voluntarily accept the standards 

that are being set up tor interstate commerce. 

MR . MciNTYRE: Couldn't t hey use that as a direct statement, just as 

you gave it? 

THK PRESIDEI:\TT : Yes, it i s all right. 

Q Mr. Andrews 

THE PRESIDEI\TT: (interposing) Yes. In other words, t he Federal Gov­

ernment has the constitutional right only to regulate wages and 

hours in interstate commerce but it has been the thought behind 

the exercise of th~t right that local industries, operating only 

in commerce withi n a given state , would voluntarily adopt the 

·s tandards of the other people . And it seems to be working out . 

Put it down, John (O 'Brien) ; it is a good story. Send it in. 

Q (Mr . O'Brien) I got that. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't believe they will use it but it is a good story. 

Q Could you give us a good s tory now by commenting on what Amoassador 

Kennedy sai d about getting along with dictators? 

THE PRESIDENT: I read Dorothy Thompson ' s headline this morning. I 

did not read t he story . That i s the answer. How did she inter­

pret it? 
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Q I did not read her; I had not read her. I would rather read hh 

apeeoh; it is quite a speech. 

THE PRESIDENT: Did you get a query toll owing Dorothy Thompson's 

interpretation? 

Q No. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that was a columnist. 

Q Is there anythins)you can tell us about your oonversetion with Mr. 
/'---'./ 

Bulli ·t? 
~ 

'· 
THE PRF.SIDEN!': No; he has been up here having a holiday. We have had 

no conversation. 

-' Q Nothing on war debts? 

~ PRESIDENT: No , certainly not. I am sorry to spoil that one, too. 

(Laughter) 

Q· The picnic lunch was right? We had that right? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, you had that right. That was all right. 

Q Colonel Lindbergh ~s decorated by the German Government for out-

standing services, as one who deserved well fran the Reich. It 

has been pointed out that it was his survey on aviation that 

helped them. I wonder if Colonel Lindbergh has reported the re-

sults of his investigation to his own nation? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. 

MR. MciNTYRE: He. was decorated t here but he would prob~bly be crowned 

if he went to Russia. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: I can only tell you ott the record about a thing like 

that, after all. Charlie Lindbergh is an awfully good fellow. 

They ask him all sorts of questions. He goes taa luncheon and 

talks about wmt he has seen and eventually it gets into the 

1 



papea. Aa a mthr of tact. practically eYeJ'7 Oonnant 1D 

the world had aey story that he broqbt out of Q7 countr7 ... u 

and perhaps JDOntha before he sot into pr1Dt. '!'hat 1e the real 

tact. There •s nothing new to our Gonrmnent in the story. It 

was merely new to the public. It •• good news. We had it weete 

before and of course our information does not necessarily check 

up with hie but it is substantially the same. 

'Q I thought that perhaps, as a ReserYe Officer, he might have felt 

tb.atAt was his duty to send it in? 

THE PRESIDENT: . I do not know. 

MR. MciNTYRE: How can he get that decoration? 

Q We checked up on it. A special Act of Congress gives him authority. 

THE PRESIDENT: He would have to go back to Congress . 

Q He got a blanket exemption. 

THE PIUSIDENr: I did · not know it had ever been done. 

Q It must have been showered down on htm. 

Q They wait until those things pile up and then they put it through 

in an omnibus measura. 

THE PRESIDENT: We have an omnibus measure every year and it goes 

through, naming people by name who have been offered decorations. 

Jtm got one and Paw Wat son . 

Q George Fox --

Q (interposing) There is an interest ing story in the box on page 

one of the Times, In the Federal Building in Newark they have 

just ripped up the .Seal of the United States on the floor 

there, with no published reason, but it followed protests from 

a group there saying tbat it was desec.ration of tbe Great Seal 
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u .. lt. 'l'ha~ •• eo.eth1111 uw ~o ... I did 110~ bow ~at the 

... 1 l~eelt ie e.er placed --

THE PRISilWil': (lllterpoeias) Now, that goee back to T. R. 11he11 

McKim, Meade and White, the IU'chitecta who re-did 1:he White HouH -­

what we.s 1 t? 19~, 1903 or 19~ -- when they CCIDpletel:y redeco­

rated it, t hey put, I think it was t he Presidential Seel 

Q (int erposing) That is what i t 1s in t he Whi te House. 

THE PRESIDENT: It i s on the floor ot the main hall as you cane into 

the door . I think it you will check back you wi ll t i nd t hat 

ther e was a l ot ot di scussi on about i t and it was def ended and 

critic i zed and finally T. R. said, "A seal is not a t l a g. You 

put a seal on a document and you stick i t away on a l i brary 

shelf." I think his ruling was that not bei ng a tlag it was 

perfectly pr oper to ~eave the Presidential Seal in the floor 

ot the hall of the White House. 

MR. MciNTYRE: As a matter ot tact, it is very interest ing to know 

the numb~r of people who do not l i ke i t . You see people who 

walk around i t repeatedly . 

Q There is a policeman there who does hi s best to keep visitors ott . 

He shunts them away but t hey do not even noti ce the seal . 

THE PIUSIDENT: Maybe that was to keep the gold trom being nicked ott . 

Q Mr . President , do you care 

TEE PRESIDENT: ( int erposing) It i s not a very v ital problsn. 

Q I t i s i nterest ing . 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , very interesti ng . That wasT. R.' s ruling at that 

t ime . 

Q Mr . Presi dent , do you care to comment on the virtual wholesale 
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1D41ot.at 1D lift IIG1oo ot ahtera, uphfta and oouiu ot 
[C\o\WIU's 7'j 

saator Sll1pn•4? !here 1a quite a large sroup. 

THE PRESIDENI': No . Ot course, whether it be New Kexico or Dutcheaa 

County or Brookl111 or SJraouae , get t ham all 1D. (lAughter) 

Q Buthlo, t oo; they ba·n one up t here. 

THE PBESIDENT: Butta.lo, t oo. One is a pt i n l ocal government, state 

goTernment and Federal GoTernment always to tind some indictable 

peopl e , and i t is t he duty ot Government to go a t ter them and 

indi ct them, try them, where the tacts warrant . Rather a nice 

connotation ther e, ott the record, i n -. iew ot the State campai gn 

and what Brot her Dewey is sayi ng , with Dutchess County, Syracuse , 

Mayor Marvin, you read about him this mor ning -- I wonder what 

Dewey's answer is to that . 

Ot course there are crooks whether the Government i s Demo-

erat i e or Republican , and they ought t o be 'weeded out as soon 

as you run up against them. 

Q Do you know what brings Mayor LaGuardia up here? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: I do not , trankly . I think he is going to t alk about 

projects i n New Yor k Ci ty . 

MR . MciNTYRE: He will pr obably otter to see the boys . 

THE PRESIDENT: He will probably talk poli ties. I haven't the taint-

est idea yet. He has been due to see me tor three or t our weeks 

and i t i s the t i rst chance . I doubt it i t i s anyt hi ng specific . 

Q Are you making much progress i n your study ot the nat i onal def ense 

problem? 

THE PRESIDENT: It is coming along all right . 

Q I don't suppose there i s anything you can say yet about the budget ? 

• 



'l'BI PBISIDDI': Well, the ODl.y th1q I can •r about the budpt 1• 

that next KoDAar or Tue84ar, when I get back, I begin te.k1q up 

the departmental budgets w1 th Bell and I think he hae two ot 

them ready tor me. I don't know which ones they are. I to!d 

hlm to briD8 a blue pencil w1 th him. (Laughter) 

Q When do you plan to return, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: Either Sunday night or Monday night, I do not know 

which yet. 

Q Mr. President, in view of the tact that Dutchess County ie your 

home, do you want to extend your remarks about it? 

THE PRESlDENl': I think that covers it awfully well, don't you? And 

by the way-- no, . I Y(,On't tell you now; I may use it. 

Q Tell us and we won't use it. 

THE PRESIDENI': All right; don't you use it but I may. Di d you see 

that perfectly joyous line in the sli p that was made in the 

Eagle News about~two weeks ago? 

Q About taking it up with the Republican caucus? 

THE PRESlDmT: It was perfectly joyous. It is grand and the people 

ot the State will love it it I use it. They are seeking twenty 

l ittle relief organizations in this county, just the same way 

they have twenty little highway departments in this county. 

Twenty little highway departments -- just think ot itt Isn't 

it an absurdity? 

Q They have got a lot ot Deputy Sheriffs, too. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q On this Federal reorganization matter, you spoke ot early: What 

1e the status? How much remains to be accomplished on it? Can 



JO~ aplain that brietlTf It ••ems to 1118 aneral bills were 

paaaed laat ••••ion. 

'DIE PIUISIDD'l': No. 

Q. I thought same ot them were passed piecemeal? 

THE mESIDEN'l': No. No. The only bill tbat •s passed •s the Post 

Ottice Civil Service Bill. That related to it in a sort ot an 

aside. 

MR. STORM: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Why don't you stage a real competition between Mac 

(h~. Mcintyre ) and Hack (Miss Hackmeister)? 

MR. MciNTYRE: Hack can beat me. When that old Dutch girl starts to 

hitting them -- (Laughter) 

Q. Mr. President, I forgot to ask you: 'Mr. Straus is coming up to 

luncheon today. Anything special you are go 1ng to take up? 

Anything on Pi·ttsburgh housing? 

THE PRESIDENI': No, not that I know of . He is just coming up to 

report how much he bas left in the ~Y of projects. 

,. 
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THE PRESI DENT : The HYde Park boys had an extremely good vacation . 

Q So we saw by the papers . 

THE PRESI DENT : It improved their golf a litt le . 

(i Is that a fancy map or something that you have there? 

THl PRESID~.~= Oh, t hat i s a crossi ng the line (Equator) di ploma . 

Fred (St orm) has t wo or three of them. 

Q (Mr . St orm) I don' t W'lnt to :for;:';et any either, l•ir . Pr esi dent , when 

I cross again . 

Tn"::. Pal:.SIDf.J-Jl': I h~ve don,., t!rree clays ' work in one e.lresdy. 

•1 It looks l!l<e you did ha v e e full rl~Jy . 

'!'HE PRr.SIDEr.rr : Yes . 

:1 ':ow is the house corning along? 

'!' ~!!:: Pit!:SU:El~: Fine ; :Jl:lsterod on t'le i nsi de 

~! (intarpo:;irw ) \',ill you 1· p t 1.n t'li s winter? 

T HF PiU.S!DENJ' : - - I me"'n t ha honse , not Freci {Storm) . (Laughter ) 

~ ( l4r. Gto:-m) I an st '!" 1 ctly on be1n• -- ~n Hyde Park. 

~ Pict~ ~es of i t look fi~e, very pretty. 

'l'rr~ PRESIDE~lT : Co ahead Pnd shoot . 

·~ Hl!v e you hanrd anyt hi no:; from your FEJct Findins Floard on the railroad 

wage problem? 

'rHF. P. n. ESI fl""m •• '·'o not et " V&.lU J• > • Y o 

~ ~ill tha t report be r elaqsed from here or by t he Board? 

T~ PRESID~~ : I don' t know; I don ' t know what the pr ocedure is . 

' 

• 
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MR. ~Y: We are giving it out. 

THE PRESIDENT: Steve says we are g iving it out . 

~ Mr. President, are you concerned with the testimony that has been 

given before the Dies Committee, particularly in the case ot Gov­

ernor Murphy of Michigan? Testimony last week charged him with 

treasonabl~ activities in t he settlement of the sitdown strikes 

.. 

in M1oh1~an t wo years ego. Because he didn' t call out the National 

Guard they ole imod the 11 ves of thousan•'!s of persons were endangered . 

Tftt: PRl,SI Dio.NT : Yes, I certainly run concerned with that kind of testimony. 

I think I woulcl like t() say somethi ng about it, but I t hi nk it 

probably woulr1 h•' better if I Y..Tate somethin:.r out instead of trying 

to tall{ axtempc-n•sneonsly tJec'lu~>e my lanr,u~e might not bA pol ite 

enou~·h so , tf you will pive me r. chP-nce , P. s s oon as t ho conl'er encA 

is over I will c-et somebody in :md dictate somethins for you . It 

is s ,.retty import ant t hinp e.nd I think it cAn be done thPt way . 

.. C~>n V">ll sn;o: somet :tin:- '1bout s imil!!r testL'nony e.bout Louie Bl ocn , 

one of ~·ou:- recent a o~ointees to the. Y.aritime Labor Bo&r d? 

T'tl' PR.!:~IDI:'!\'1' : Hov: much space sm I r.u~ranteed in t he pa pers t omorrov•? 

(Leut•ht~r ) 

•/. (.~r . $to,.·n ) Hll you v:ant, ~Jt· . Prf" l"ident . 

'-.: I think wf' cen "UAraot ee t o carry t hs text. (LaU{rhter) 

'l'tlL ?RJ.o! Dl:.r.T : I gue-s:> I had better stick t o one t hinf. at A time a t 

t his time . 

~ Can yo11 t ell ns AnythinR r·bout these r~cent closin<~s, wnen the wage 

hour lnw went into effect , of a lot of smnll low VIOge f i rms? They 

announce j t hat t hey were goi '1!?. t o clos~ in!;tead of complyiD$' with 

tho Act . Di d you trilk to IUldrews about that? 
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THE PRESIDJ!Nl' : Yes, and I t h ink we are both i n entire accord that it 

is unt'ortunate t hat t h is should come up just two weeks befor e an 

election because, judging by any important social legislation that 

ha s gone on the statute books in the past , some people are immedi­

ately affected but it i s by no means certain or clear that they 

are permanently adversel y affected . In ot her words , e national 

lnw of t hi s kinn works itself out and it would be an exceedingly 

good thi ng if even the most reactionary newspaper ovmers -- owners , 

I said -- ~nd pol iticians wer e to try , as a matter of patriotic 

dut~r, t o:> hel p make a statut e work . Lord knows , we did not have 

Any hel p from th~t type of American in gettlnr, the St litute passed . 

I t is t!w attitude t ~lllt says , "Oh , ye:;, I em ill favor of decent 

v.ures but I don ' t l i ~e t his sur~gestion , this wey or carrying i t 

out ." An'\ then ;rou sev to them, " Do you like f:uch end such a plan?" 

and they say, "Oh , no, no, th'lt is terri"!:>le . " And then you llll3.ke 

a t:ti ~<' su.-;:-e::>tion :1n<1 t hey sey , "Oh , no , :10 , t~At is awful. " 

And thE'u t:1ey e i ther v:ri te or speak in favor of 17,00d wages . 

And til!!n , ~'OU say to the:~t, "l'iell , what would you s~gest? 

l'ihat is your su..;.,;estion? " Anci then t'1ey sa", "i.hy , th!lt i s not 

my business ." 

Now, th~t 1:> very much tile America:~ WRJ' of doiws tbinf!:S and 

that is why it mr.k:es any 1.11provement in tile economi r. s t atus or 

the soci>~l conditiflns of this countr:r " loll£ tedious process . 

On thi s particulel' thin~· , the 'rlap,es " nd .fiours Bill, it seems 

t o me tb~t the practical thi~ would be for the particular employers 

end for t he Government really, honestly , t o sit aown and try t o 

make it work, to see i f they cannot (make it VIOrk ) . Aft er all, 
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the pecan industry is not going to quit. They are not going to 

quit growing pecans or picking pecans or distributing pecans. 

Let us take that as an illustration. It is not going to quit. 

What we ought t o do i s sit down and try to make it work, the 

quicker the better. It is a question of point of view, of work­

ing with a definite effort t o try t o make this law work. I think 

t hat covers it pretty well. 

"t Gett1n2' back t o t he Michi £1:Ul situation, Senator Brown was quoted by 

the AP as saying thet you had given him a defi nite pledge that the 

~~ckinsw Bridge would definitely be built . 

T~ PRhSID~~: I don ' t beliove he sa id t hP. t . 

It de was quoted. 

THE PR~:SitENT: I had better find out '\'/hat he really said. 

~ Can I nave e statement from you ~s to the status? 

TH!:: PRESIDEi-n': The ststus is very simple . liere you have one s t ate 

that is split in t wo by A s trait between t v;o r r eat lakes and t he 

state, for e great many ye11 rs, has needed better communication 

than a mere f erry . A bri •lge 1 s - - well, they have even ·talked 

about 9 tunnel but ~ bri Jt.e 'seems to be the mos t practical . The 

bridpe is a definite need of the State of Micnis an , and , I think, 

18 

e definite need f or the United States. The.:-:f:>r e , whAt I t old 

Sen'l tor Brown 11nd what Senator Brown probably sa i d was thA t I was 

gain~ to use every effort iu the next Congr~ss to ~et a bridge 

built with Fecieral asa i stanco -- tha t cioes not meon the whole cost 

on the Federal GovernmE~nt , not by e jugful , but Federal assistance , 

because it i s a national problem besides being e very definite 

state problsm. 
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Q What Congressio~l action will be needed? 

THE PRESI DENT: The appr opriati on or money. 

<194 -- 5 

Q Sir , have you decided when you wi ll go down to Gravell y Poi nt t o 

st art the Airpor.t? 

THE PRESIDENT : No , I have not; what is a good dat e? 

Q The movie men are boosting for Thursday or Friday. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , I will try to go down before I go back to Hyde 

Park -- next Thursday. 

Q In your talk with JL~ison, Johnson and Williams, did you discuss the 

establishment of a national We r Department Training School for 

mechanics in connection with the air program? 

Tlit PRESIDENT: If you will put the ouestion on a different footing , 

I will answer it. In otJ1er words, it is es I sa id ten days ago: 

If you can e.void for the present a factual story about who is 

going to do this, that or the other thing in a national <1efen5e 

pror~ram, it will be very much to t bl? s ood for national defense. 

\\ha t we did talk about was the need of t raininG a very large ad­

ditional nwnber of aviation mecnanics . There is a great shortage 

in this country for any l a r ge aviation pro€:r a1sl and that is a 

m.otter -- t !le training of such mechanics -- is a matter that is 

being studied at the present time . \ Je don ' t know yet who will 

do it or how it will be done Bnd that is why I cannot be factual 

honestly in talking about who will do it or how it will he done . 

I am talking now about the need and we are discussing a gr eat 

1nany different ways of accomplishing the objective . 

~ How does the A. F. of L. feel about it? 

'rHE PRESIDENI': I don' t know. 



Q Are they making any protests? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is a matter t hat will, I suppose, be under studT• 

We are l ooking more at t he total needs than anything else. We 

haven't got t o t hat yet. 

Q Are you contemplating any coast def ense or bases? 

THE PRESI DENT: It is t he same stor y - - the same answer. You cannot 

t alk about the det ails yet . We ar e t alki ng about the objectives . 

~ There seems to be quite a bit of discussion at the moment of t he 

desirabili ty of giving the CCC military t r aining in connect ion 

with the expansion of any national defense program. Are you in 

favor of that? 

THE PRESIDENT: That has not as yet been discussed . 

~ There is some editorial discussion? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes . 

\i Hefer r i nc t0 the air bases , may we assume from your 1:1nswere that 

they ere under consideration? 

THL PRESIDENT: No, you hsd better not assUille that . It is like some 

columnist that attempted in one p~regraph to define what a naval 

base was . I was a lit tle amused , because I could not describe 

the many types of naval ba'ses in t'tlenty oaf>eS . 

tt Still on national defense, has there been any change in the admin­

istrative policy toward lighter-than-air craft? 

THE PP~SIDENT : That is still under s t udy. The question at the present 

t ime -- no reason why you should not know thi s the bill provirtes , 

as you know, for the expenditure -- I think it is a t the di scretion 

of the President -- of not to exceed three million dollars fo~ a 

r igi d l i ghter-than- air shi p . That means that ther e are t hree 
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courses of action possible. One i s not to build one, the other 

i s to build one up to the limit of three mil~ion dollars, which 

i s about six or seven million cubic feet, and the third alterna­

tive is to build a different type of ship, a smaller type, for a 

somewhat different purpose, in other words, coast patrol purposes, 

and we have not decided which of the t hree courses we are going to 

~ake . 

~ I still don ' t understand quite whether you have the question of 

coast air bases under discussion or under study? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , s trictly speaking , no, becaus~ we are studying 

a much larger problem. \'.e are studying n!Jtional defense. I mean , 

it is a- little. like askinr me whether we nre go in~ to st11rt. new 

training camps . I haven ' t the faintest idea. We are talking 

about the lar~:er needs of n'ltional defense ::~ nd th3t is why, i f you 

ask me whether y.;e are going to build A li~:hthouse here or out a 

nev: Cosst Artiller:v fort t here , tile answer is, " ;~o ," because I 

hAven ' t ~ot do~n t o the details . 

Q Have you come t o any genRr el idea as t :> t he cos t of this program? 

THL P.i<:E.SIDEt'I'T : Oh , no . 

,,; That has not c':lme into it yet'? 

TID. PRJ.'SIDENT: Not i n any shape, manner or forrn . I have no idea. 

'<. Di d you snd the British 1-lllbassacior toaay discuss the f] uestion of 

Palestine? 

THE PP~ID~T: Of what? 

Q Of PalPstine? 

THE .PRESI DJf.NT: Yes . 

1,1. Can you tell us more about it? 



THE PRESIDENT: No . (Laughter) 

Q We a.re wondering whethe.r he brought in a repl y to your recent letter 

to Prime Minister Chamberlain? 

THE PRESI DENT :· No. 

Q, Di d you di scuss with him, Mr. President, the forthcomi ng vis it of 

the Ki ng and Que en of Great Britain? 

THE PRESIDENT: It was touched on. 

Q Can you tell us anything about that? 

THE PRESIDENT: i~o. 

'1 How about the trade agreement wi tb Great Bri t e. in'? 

TH'r:: PllliSI D.l!:IVI' : I don ' t t hink ther e i s any pArticular news on that . 

That i s being t alked about And ons been for some time . 

~ I s ther e an~r answer f r om t he Br itish Government ·? 

THF PR.E.SIDEt-<T: I beli '?V e so but I have not s een it yet . It is on 1 ts 

way over or i s being received . 

•J Have you di scussed t he internation~.l monetery s ituation? 

Trlli PRFSIIlENr : l~o • 

. , Di d you di s cuss it with Sec r~tnry Morg ent hau this a f t ernoon? 

THl' i>RJ!:Sl:DENT : :-lo . 

~~ Can you t ell us \'!ha t the ~ eneral na t ure 0f the British answer is'? 

THE PRb.SIDENT: I don ' t :COO\'' • a s I s ay, I hs ve not seen it . I suppose 

it is a continuation of ne~otiations . 

~ Thi s , I suppose , is An "i f " question . I f t he \(inc- an<l .~ueen come , 

will you heve h i m over for e Press Can t'e r ence so t hat 'lie can see 

him? (Laughter) 

T.tiL PRESI DENr : Now , l ook , i.f Any Que stion like thAt ever ~et s out of 

this room, eveu in t he fo r m of a question , they v:on ' t come . Now , 

.-·•. 



you aee what you are doing? (Laughter) 

Q I thought it' waa t o be part of their American experience. 

• THE PRESIDml': It you want t hem t o come over, for Heaven' s sake don't 

ask que stions l i ke that. 

Q Do you intend to make any speeches in the Pennsylvani a political 

campaign? 

THE PRF.SIDEl\1'1': I have already answered that s.bout a week ago , 

Q Aside from speeches , there is a report today that you tnight take 

, 
some steps to aid the Democrat ic ticket . I don' t kno·n what the 

nature of the steps v:ould be. 

THl. PHESIDEM': That i s a new one on rne . 

Q Mr . President, ~ side from national defense , can you t ell us bow the 

bud~et i 5 shapinf up? 

'f:ft· Plrr.SIDEl\'1' : I an takinb u ,;> -- I t :-1 i:1k it 1 s tomorro·11 -- I I?Jn havins 

the first bude;et conference ··nd I thin..!( it i s on two departments 

but I don' t know which two, I t:::ink tb <; y wHl proceed t hrough 

until I iiO down t o '.'\o.rm ::>pr in.:s ar ound t he twenty-second of Novem-

ber and will include, of course, ell t he r egulAr departments and 

all the ar~encier. of the Goverr~ent in the regular normal running 

of the Government . 

·! r o yf')u plnn ::!ny f'peeches in l.:ich i pun? 

"'' Tha t was Pennsylvs nifl; I R ~k'ld in .:Hch1/i·.on? 

THI-: PRl'~'HDENI' : The same answer applies . In other v:ords, in orner to 

meke it ; uite clef.r , I think it wAs ten d<tys or t;o:o weeks ago that 

I said I \IUS makinf: the one speech end one speech orily and that 

was over the 11ir on t be fourth of 1-fovember at tiyde Park . That 
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ought t o cover any questions on any other states. 

~ I have got one after that, Mr. President: Ar e you g9ing t o stop 

in Chattanooga on your way down to Warm Springs? 

THE Pffi.SIDENl' : On the VISY down or the way back . I think we di d 

pr omise t hat, di d we not, hlac? 

MR. MciN'l'YRL: It is not definite . 

THE PRESI DENT: t~ac says it is not definite so I cannot promise it. 

Q. Mr . President, will you comment on ~. Dewey ' s charve in New York 

1 

thAt Del:locrotic ;:-overnorz have bee:n mere front men for politicians 

in New York St nt e? (Laughter) 

TH£ PRESID~T : Ask tbe Tiepubli can organizat i on in uutcheos County . 

(Laup.Jl ter) 

ll'.t< . f:>T0\1:V. : ThAnk vou, :,1r . Pre!:li dent . 



CONJ'IDIM'IAL 
Preee Conference *'95, 
Exeouti•e Ottic~• ot t he Wbite House , 
October 28, 1939, 10. 55 A.M. 

0. Good morning, Mr. Presi dent . 

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning . 

~ What is that , Mr . President , something new? (Pointing to a small 

bronze object on the Pres i dent ' s desk, which had tha appearance 

of an incense burner . ) 

THE PRESID~~ : That is 2000 years old -- 2100 years old . It came out 

ot the ruins ot Babylon . 

MR . DONALDSON : All in . 

'J'HE: PRF.Sir.iENT: The Assist ant Secretary of' the Trt~o.sury, John \\ • .!'lanes , 

to be appointed Under Secretary of t!Je Treasury todey . 

The Railway l:Jnergency Board i~; eoine t o report tomor.row at 

12. ;0. 

I t hink that is about all . 

~ May I ask you to repeat thnt lAst? 

THA PRBSIDE.NT: The Hailroad irner e;ency Board will r Pport t omorrow at 

12. 30, t o me. 

Q \'iill we r.et the report t ben? 

THE PRF.SIDDlT: I suppose so . I nev(c· r. ') :ider :·:h"'t is in it . 

4 Has there been any wi<le rt~Dction t ':> ynur attitude on Palestine? 

THE PRE:.:iiDEl\'T : Yes ; but 110t only before I spoke ebout it - - eiuce I 

spoke about it , but before it . A p.re~t rrany lett&rs came in, of 

course . 

~ Did you have a letter from Cardinal Dougherty? 

THE PEUSIDI:Nl': Yes, I think so . They ar e all. beiD(~ answered . 

1 
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Q Will any be made public? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . Of course if anybody wants to make public t hei r 

own letter t o me and my r eply, that i s all right so far as I am 

concerned. 

~ Do you care to comment on the findings of tbe Senat e Campaign Com-

mittee regarding ~PA pol itical abuses in Pennsylvania and some 
" 

other states? 

THE PRESIDENI': I cannot because I r eally heve not read it . 

Q, Mr. President, ther e a r e r eports yest er day t .tJat your !'ower Committee 

has already s t a rtee conferences wJth tile Utilities and t hat a loan 

was in sight? 

Till! PRFSIJih!NT: The fi::-st :1art is ri 1-~ht one on the loan (.!uestion it is 

not ri f(. ht . I t hink t he Assistant Secrf t ary of \',ar , ":ho has been 

chairc1on of t i:t!t comm5.tte~ , is r:;o jnr' t o ,~iva c-ut "' st8tement t oday 

which cover s, roughly , t wo t~inr·s . Thr, fj rst h~ th<> defin ite- plans 

on the part of the Utiljti eo for sd~ic~ t" their fa ciljties and , 

seconoly, that they a r e continuinr:; t o stud:; on furtl1er plAn!> , 

~.t V,iJ l ther;.. b~'> loani<, do you think"? 

TH}, PRi'2.JD~lJ' : I don ' t 1-:no>: ; I b)Vr no idea . I t d epencls entirAly on 

the indivicluel situati on . 

o1 Mr . PrP.sident , i !' t hot Pov:er ColrJ: i ssion n,eE'tin;:- r At.:u l c. rly'? 

'l'}fr: PRF~<>IDl!:i':r: I think so , r i fht alon.c- . 

t. Ar f< they comint; in to see you? 

'l'W:. PR.I:.SIHE~"T : uo , I don ' t thin~ they src . (L!'IU£htE:r) 

\i They er e cominL· in todaY , ,\,r, Presir\ent -- Johnson (AssiE t ont. Secre-

t a;ry Loui:> Johnson) e nci Mison (As:-:i:;tbnt Secret~:.ry Charles Edison ). 

' 
•rrlli PRll>J DLl\"T: I guess t hot is about somet hinc else . 

•' 
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· Q Mr. President , J . David Stern and Senator Guffey hav e been oa~lers 

here within t he last t hree days and t oday comes Robert L. Vann . 

There is quite a lot about Pennsylvania politics going on around 

Washington and I wonder if we could say anything about it? 

THE PRF~IDENT : Well, I guess you a r e probably right . (Laughter) 

\i Who arranged the visit of Mr . Va.nn? 

'.rHE PRI!:biJlhll.r : I suppose he P.SkPd for it . 

~! There V.'aS n statement i n t hi$ r.;ornins ' s paper fror:1 the Sl!!C about 

tl:e l':hitr..ey case , I~ t her e anytLing mors cominp; thr ough , do you 

know , sir , ebout thnt rnettttr'? 

Tl!I PRh.SI DF~'l.I' : As I ttndcrr;:tsnd 1 t, t his is part onP of three reports . 

Of course , it i;: o very, Vt'ry i nter Est i r:;· Jocumcnt . It i s retllE'Ir 

horrif~·inr . Thcn·r i!' no u~ .. ,-cinr· into i t; y•>u h!!VS had tr.e sum­

mary just thP \'.a y I h•1v"' . Th<Jt shc .. .-s cer-t~in r r 'lctices t ilut went 

on , which e-verybc1 ·r, in<:lnu :.r.- tne StocY: i-xchrn"P, il' tryinr t o 

rrev .. nt i n th e futnrf?' . 

' ' H.uv c you seen t l'E> o t her tv:o? 

THF: l'P ~ 8IN~'\I'I' : Iio . 

., nill they be lr.mle public·.• 

'l'r.: P:1l n!JU.T: I SUP!·O:Je- so ; I oon 1t l:no·.·: . . .lJ I ~n t~':'ll<' to say i s 

t!lat t he thin,· nts in t hree p::~ rt s . Tt is ver y voluminous . 

•• •.·r. Pr.,sident, hr v E:> you P iveu .-,n:; thou ··nt t o lillY l ' P.Cor·u "'D'iaticns 

f0r construction or :1ew n11ve l (' :'Air bnst>!> jn to~> f. tlAntic'? 

~'lu l'RI::JIDF.NT: It h e verv int er ,. r-tin, .. thinp . I em ;:on ~1 e r1n i; 1·:ho 

i s tryin;- to f ine out . 

'< I P.ln . 

THl 1'R!:Sl['F.!'n' : \'rhy 1 ~ r verybod:; so interest ed 1:1 t n,. location of' nt>w 

1 
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naval or aerial bases? I don' t quite get i t . V~y , i t is just 

part of the general pr ogram of nati onal defense - - there a r e no 

d etails and no decisions . 

0. The Nat ional Retail Dry Goods Associ ation is proposing that you 

have a conference 1nth distributors, laborers , farmers and all 

economic factors to consider an elt erna tive t o Secretary Wallace ' s 

two- price plan. Have you g iven any thought to it? 

T.tili: PR! :SI DENT : I hcve not even heRrd of it. I v:ill have to a sk about 

it. 

'·' dave you any col:lment to make on the sun~estion of the Dies Committee 

t h':lt you ,.,,~re misinformed ebout it~ llctivities l n the lv.ichigan 

s i tua t i on'? 

T!IJ~ P.!~i:.SlDENT : You know 'llllat I would cio ror a t ood stor y·? I would .;o 

t o your colle::~ t;ues of t he pres s v:ho cove r d t he i)ies hearinf.: s and 

find out fror1 t heill whnt they think >JbGut t l' e conduct of the hear-

in~s by the Chairrnnn. 

• 
'<. ( i.ir. Paul 1~J1d erson) I cove r ed tne1C 311 . 

'J' >it< PR!Coil '~'T : I think th<• t v:oulc! m.ake a ,;ooc ::1e>wa et ory . 

-.: (Mr . Paul Anderson) I v;rotE: it at t he tirr.e . 

Tl-fr. PRr.SI D~J.T : Don 1 t you t h i nk I EI W richt·? 

<{. (Hr . Pa ul Anderson ) I think your corrullf'nt on it. ~:t s mild -- cert::: inly 

mild compa r ed to miuf:, 

THE PRESIDEi•"T : If I had been in your place I v.oulc ;:rob:1~ly \~·~·· said 

t ile sa.1r,e thiJ~ . I · thin.i< ~rou will s et o:; gr-!lnd story by interviewing 

your colleagues up on t he !!ill who hr-ve b eer coveri ::~,~ those hea rings . 

. ~ (r.Jr . ?aul 1\llderson ) Some of us i':rota t l1"1 :;~ . :.; tlJ i ng you said in your 

statemen t but in stron,;er terms . Some of us commenteu orally in 
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language -- (Laughter) 

.Mq, Sl'ORM: Thank you , llr, Presi dent . 



CONFIDENTIAL 
Press Conrerenoe ~96, 
Exeout1Te Ott1ces of the ~bite House , 
November 1, 1938, 4.10 P.M. 

l ffi . DONALDSON: All in . 

TBE PRE.SIDENI': I hope you en joyed listeni ng t o the race (between Sea-

biscuit and l'1ar Admiral) as much es I did . I don 't t hink t oere 

is any other news . 

l' Ur. Pre$i dent, is there anytbinr thAt you can say on your meeting 

with fLr . Gr oesbeck (of t he .:lectric Bond and Share Company) this 

morning? He came; out with e very bullish s t a t ement and said , or 

rnther indicnted t o u s thnt theN' wa~ a r approchement - - he sa i d 

t o use tha t word becE•u:;~ it '/.I!S n rood ol e Stuta DF>pertment word 

beh1een t he Goverw~nt anrl t :!e l'r iv~te ut 111ties. 

THY P0.J:.SI DE.l\T: Ob , 1 tuink tila t il< all rir:nt . I Jon 1 t t hink there 

is anyt hin{:' to t> J(1 , ':.e hr.J '1 V"'l' Y nice t ulk . 

'< Looks liko :;ou p, r r· n ' t ;roj m· t o get vovr lHtl e- opport unity to P.O 

·r~• PR.iSI ])C,;,T : ~ot thi r: t i::-1' . I t n i rk it i ;o :Jettc·r t o wai t, Russell 

19'8 

(Youn~) , bE>c•m~v· we h'lv t>n ' t. t·ot t :lf cl irt r es ely t o 1'1y , but ''e v:ill , 

I hope , lwv t;> it reM!y t o fly by t he tilre v.e f,Bt ba ck . 

~: tr. r . Presi dent, d io you t une 1 o on ~.or1: SunCay nill'ht '? 

'fltE P!'..I!SlllL\T : Nc , I d i d nClt l:now about it until t he r:ext n.orning . 

'• V,aat bas "'ot t o hf! done over ther e a t C.r evell y Point before you 

s t e rt ? I:> t ber C' anythinf irr.port nnt bole i ng it up? 

Tlfr PRESIDEJ,T: I thit.k i t i s t ne allocation of the v.ork among t he -
di ffer t-nt dep:utll'ents tha t 1\ill do it ~·or t he Authorit y (Civil 

Aeronautics .Authority) , 
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~ Will they have t o wait until you go t here before they oen start? 

THE PRESID~~: I t hink t hey a r e s till working on the pl ene . 

~ They won't st a rt until you go t here? 

THE PRESIDE1T: I d on ' t kno,t , they may. This i s not goi ng t o be a 

f omel openine. I will dr ive down and look i t over . 

-t .?.nythi ng about V.r . !:Iarri son and Mr. Pelley? 

THE .P!Q""'.SIDiNI' : I think you ,:;ot all t her E.' was . You e-ot it all from 

them . 

~ Do you t hink th e r~ ilro~d~ er~ anxiou~ --

THI!. PHESIDEi·:r : ( int e-rposing} They e r e bolil inr a n1eettz:s , as I under-

s t and it , with the railroad executives . 

·.; v,ill you, s i:r , reconv t>ne t he specia l comm itte~ you appo)nt fld or 

will t hey re•convpnq of t heir Ol'.n a ccount ? 

TILl PRESI DENT: Th.:y &rF: reco r.veilinr; 0 :1 tbei:r o·.vn onot.i~n . Do you &.now 

when? 

rin,r <r--- .· ... . 
r:. f,rt> you in f i:'V"!' of a n<Jvel bP!'e- in t !H' C~:riobean? 

~ J\ rf' you in favor of e:-:paurl inr· t h~:~ t onP, s i.r? 

THY PRESIDENT: I caunot answer t hct quer.ticn . That i ~ almoAt ljke 

llSkinE•, "Ar~ you ;;oin · t" 1'-Rt ablish P.UY r•ore avi·1tion base!'! on 

t he ~est COe$t ? '' 

,~ I s j t too early t o Sf\Y wheo you ex}lect to ,·et back from :lyoe Park? 

THL PREnDFJ\"l': Certa i nly i n tin E.' for t LE· el eventh or November , !lrrnil"­
l 

tice Lay . 

~ Cen you comme-nt 'Jn tne a pproachinr vi eit of Colon£<1 Batis ta? 
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THE PRESIDENT: No , except that he has been invited t o come here for 

the last couple of years and now I am very glad he is coming. 

I am having a visit at the present time from an old friend 

of mine end a ~ood friend of many of you, the former Prime 

Minister of Belgium , Mr. vRn Zeeland, who is sitting here behi nd 

me . 

~ The Republican St a t e Committee or Connecticut has jus t made public 

a poll which shows t hat 85,., of t he peopl e are wor se of f t oday 

t !lan t hey were i n 1936. Does that merit any comment? 

Tnc: PRESI DE:NI': The comment is , "So whet?" (Laughter ) Consi <lel' t he 

sources . (Laucht er ) 

1, 'lo;'r . Pr esident, can you t '3ll us when Commissi oner rv,cJ';utt 1Tl8y r·tturu 

from !den il-'1? 

'I' HI:. i-illi:)!_,ENJ' : · I don ' t know . I uncerst'lnd -- I heven ' t heard any.o. 

thin~ in the l<~st - - what? six weeks , but about six weeks ego I 

understood he WRS comin~ becl: a round Jenu::iry . 

t JlC!".I'l 1 t r!)s t '1:1 t h hi m'? 

'1' !i} r>Rl.S I i !1m' : Yes . 

rJ. r . ?resi dent, have you and b.r . van l.eel "lnd come t o any conclusions 

on the st !lte of the v:orld'? 
. 

T!fr. t'RJ::SI Ui:Nl' : '.•:e h ... ve oh .... ys , .. j f?-:> ., i"'OOr'i rr.n:ty yea-rs very sin;iler 

concl<tsions . The simll'lri ty hr.s not chall!H~d . 
• 

i Could you share any oi' tho~e vti th us? (Laur•hter) 

T .. fE PRE6I uEilll' : i•io . 

'( ;..r • . Pr 11sident , has the Tr~osury inf ormed you of the proposeo efforts 

of the Oel aa i e:- Government t ::> absorb all the ,.-olo hel d by privat e 

i nvestors and ~eve fore i f n exch~e control? 
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' -
THE PRESI DENI': No . 

~ Wi t h poss ibly a revision or the Tri- Partit e Agr eement ? 

THE PRESIDENI' : No ; that is a new one on me . I think, Fr ed (Storm) , 

it was a UP story I read on the ticker. 

Q (Mr. St orm) It ought to be true , Mr. President . (Laughter) 

Q Mr . President , Chairman Dies sa i d las t night t hat he had invited 

201• 

you t o coopera t e wi t h the Committee s o t hat he could make a proper 

i nvestigat i on and that you declined . Can you connnent on that? 

THE PRJ:.:SI DENT: Ho hum. (Laughter) 

t>!, Is tha t fo r quot a t ion? 

~ Can you t ell us about your confe ren ce ;~1 t ll t hese hou s ing officials 

t his morni ::l.>:? 

THE PR.t.SIDEN'T : Vtell, t tle t Wt!S "! furt~1er expl ora t ion of a probl em that 

\'le have had fo r the l ast t :1ree :rears . We started in with t he HOLC , 

whi ch saved a v er y lP.r ge number of e:xistint~ hones , and t hen the 

next step v:1s the F'HA, whicll h ~s been very successf ul i n cr eat i ng 

homes , new hom0s , for :>.n ir.come e r oup - - t o ·put i t in a rather 

bro1d s t !ltement -- th:J t coulrl afford t o pay t en dol lar s or mor e 

per room per H:onth . 'rhose fir:ures , of cou rse , a r e for t he more 

nort~e~n pa rt cf t:1e country . 

Th~t d i r. not no muc h rood f or the poorest· ~roup of t enants 

a11d home ov:ner s in the country , ~o t hen v:e start ed what ·Nas at 

fir ::>t t he Slum Clear a."lce Au t i1ori t y under t he I nter i or Depa rtment 

an ~ t.h~t gradua t ed i nto t he pr esent ti . S . Housinr.- Administr!lti on . 

Ths t ha s been very successful in providine a gr eat many homes for 

peopl e in t he lov:est gr oup . That v:6uld t ake care of people who 

could afford t o pay f'ive dollars or less . 



That still lee•es in the nation a •ery large group of people 

who can afford to pay between five and ten dollars per roam per 

month , who have not been taken care of by any of the existing 

a~encies . This t a l k thi s morning was to discuss ways and means 

of getting cheaper financing for that particular group of the 

populati on , so t hat we coul d have, for example, in the north in­

dividual homes at a cost of approximately ~;3 , 000 . t hat would rent 

on the basis of bet ween f ive and ten dollars 'per room per month. 

Those studies e r e continuing . We have not found a definite 

wa:r out y•l t , We are s till ·,:orking on that problem but it is a 

very i~reat national need . 

~, ~ould that invol ve privet~ capital? 

'1'111· PrrESID.L\'T : T~:>t i ~~ what \:e tl r e tryinr: t ? ,·et , nrivHte capital. 

., -;.:1o1 the mPt ho•l of cilt>a;;>er or o:t~ss c~n5truction P.n t er into that? 

TrlT. ?Rl:.::iiJ, :r;I,T : Yes . 

r: Tha t i; ~. part :: f it'? 

T rili PR:U./; I D!!!'<T : Th!t t i s e r r rt of it , t oo . 

Q Anythin" t o say on t hat '? 

Trll PR~SI~~vr : ThP. t pnrt of it is nrobP.bl y A l i t t le ~ore easy t han 

the question of rPtt in,· the money . The probl eet of et tin:- 1;he 

:noney 1 ~ not thot thr- money j ~ "lqt t!t"'r" , 1>ut t he money t hat is 

put in by t ht> vrry l~rrn inv~stors ·nd the 1!r re what sna.ll I 

call it? -- the le.r-e sum money , ·.vhe r P it is uut in in ~·rest 

blo~k s by individual~ end corporations , they seck , of course , 

some sdil 1 tiona.! pri vilcce for the use of t a<> t money, and many 

supresd ons elon:- t he l i nr.s of t ax exer.:ption have been 1!18de ror 

the money -- I Mean tox exemption in the hi t;he-r br acket s in order 
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to encourage it to go i n for this t ype of sate inves tment. 

Wha t I am explori ng i s the feet that y;e have in t his oountey 

an enormou s pool of money belonging to t he small invest ors who do 

not come in t he upper bracket s of the income tax and ar e seeki ng 

t o find investments that will brinr. them in a net of somewhere 

, ' lol around 3'"~ , 3~ or 3 ·~1"· The machinery for bringine this type oi' 

investment to the small , individual family has never been developed . 

I have had studies made in half a dozen communities , which 

shov! a surprisinf amount of ~·1,000 . , ~2 , 000 . , ~· 5 , 000 . potential 

i nve!:'tmonts V!here t he people <io not know whet t o -put the money 

into . They had their fin·•er s burnt i n puttinr it into s tocks and 

c!ehrnturo bonds •mi'l thin"!" l i k'." thEt in 19;;?, 1<)28 and 1929. They 

'.':C~ r. • t vo t o t hr broKerare houses E'.n~r more 'lnd thP.y 1•.on 1 t go to the 

b'lnkers and t he ben~<s won ' t .: ive t!1em en:-t (:.dvi ce -- they used t o 

v:herP t ~ put tl1e mon ey . They r!o::1 ' t \cnow ho;·; t o :-et u '3'; , or 3~~ 

r r t u:-n . 

B'.lt t he "lCtu!ll t ot al c-1' <tll t~1ese f m;:ilics ::.nd individuals 

that hav e fOt s:nall omounts lead~ :ne to believe t hat t here is a 

pool wait io~ for a rorm of investment such as t hi s particl.:..lo.r 

housi!lg invcotmont \'.ould be . )iovi, that ia our problem IUld we 

haven •t th~ unswer yet . 

~ ! l'l th&t knovm :.:t t 11e Lambert :plu:.? 

Tlfe FRl.:::illJ.l!:l\'1' : \'.ell , t lte t is one or many pl Ans . The Lambert plan does 

call J'or a partit.l exCir.ptJ on of incon•e t a:r.es it. t lle upper bracKet s . 

That lSI whet v:~:~ are tryin~ t o Ret sway front. 

'<>! Has any consider11tion been g iven t o th.e questic.n whetlLPr t he effect 

of the cdnimUJ! waee le.w will d irninish t he need · for rent al euheic iee 
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tor the lowest paid group? 

THI<: PID:SIDENI' : No. We th.ink that there is -- well, tor instance, 

that is the Straus houaiog. I suppose the applications to go 

into ~ew Straus houses will be five and ten ·times the number of 

rooms that we have available so the improvement of ?18ges will 

take a long time before that demand is satisfied. 

(.( There a r e 1800 sppltcetions f or the Langston Housing Units in Wash­

i ngton which ca n t ake care of some 350 f amilies and they a re from 

~ 3 . to ;::;5. e. rooro , I think. 

THF; PFlliSIDl:!Nl' : Yes. 

\1, The Feaeral Buildin('; p nci Loan Jl.ssocietions , do they brinr. any small 

mon ey into house builcl ine., 0r doe s t het not pay enoug h int er e st'? 

'i'HE : '?.J.SI DENT : I don ' t t uink t he.t comes into thr.t , :oot cheaper housing . 

v, l~s any plan bE<en F. rrive<l at t o salvsr€. t' ev; :C;ng l anc'l timt er !mocked 

down by the hurricane? 

TJDi: P'fb.:SI DJ':IIJT : Thn t i s all donP . 

· ' &ettl•:d? 

'l' Jil< l"'llliSI DfNT: I t hink so . 

·'· Can you di scu~:~ t he v~f'lt '>!' t\etteJ•ine U••r . Ch P-rl e~ :E . Kettering , 

of Gene rr.l :.:ot orP ) t il i s r •. nrni rw'? 

'r ti.i ·. Prt J.SJl l~,f·Tr : Oh, v·e t 1.lKE'ri about ir.'Jt>ntit"n :; . 

1,. Cculn y ou ~r: lid'ten us on you:- ,,...,rJ !'<' rE'r.ce lest t'ric.ey with Robert 

J-. Vonn, ci' Pi t tsbur;;:b? 

'J' l{r . .t·R.i! ::-.IDJD\'1' : i~e came j n a nci t Blken t o we ~bcut "" l'•er:ro d i vision i n 

the Army . 

1.. Is th::; t ell? 

ij Iid he mention polit1c~ , sir? 
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T~ PRESI DENT: He did not . I am sorry to spoil e good story, but he 

did not. 

~ Hav e you reached· any decision on that experi mental dirigible? 

T.Hl. PID.SIDENI' : No , not yet; I haven' t got a report • . I ein waiting ror 

it . 

(... \'.ha t a re the report e- you r-et f r om New York State on the political 

situa t ion? 

Td.!!. PR:!!.&I DLVI' : All right. 

Q dava ycu sealed any envnlopes , sir? 

Till. PRLSID~Il': Not yet . I ar. f."O int: to . (Laughter) 

1>1~ . P.USSliJ., YOUNG : Thank you , r,•r. Presi dent . 

'l'li.l PRJ- ~:rnH.T: :u,-h t . I will ~>ec s01r.e of you at HyC'!e l 'ark on .. h iday. 


	0158
	0159
	0160
	0161
	0162
	0163
	0164
	0165
	0166
	0167
	0168
	0169
	0170
	0171
	0172
	0173
	0174
	0175
	0176
	0177
	0178
	0179
	0180
	0181
	0182
	0183
	0184
	0185
	0186
	0187
	0188
	0189
	0190
	0191
	0192
	0193
	0194
	0195
	0196
	0197
	0198
	0199
	0200
	0201
	0202
	0203
	0204
	0205
	0206
	0207
	0208

