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Q What's the news, Mr . President? 

THE PRESIDENT: None at all -- you had it all last night. 

Q Any comment on the British action to close Palestine to further 

Jewish immigration? 

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing more than I read in the paper. - \1' 
1
1 

rm~c .J.l5"t\~\~ 
Q 'fhat was a statement by the Colonial Secretary Malcolm McDonald 

to the House of Commons, objecting to the proposal to allow 

one hundred thousand more Jews? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q Any new appointments, 1-!r . President, new Judgeships, or anything? 

THE PRESIDm~T: No, I don't think we have any at all . I can't think 

of anyt hing . You will get lots of news this afternoon. VIe are 

going over at George 1 s request to Pine !.iountai n Valley. (Laughter) 

Q (t~:r . Trohan) I hope we stay over about five or s ix hours. 

'l.'lDl: PRESIDENT: I think that will do it -- we 111 about be back in time 

for supper. 

Q I think you are doing this deliberately. (Laughter) 

THE PRESI DENT : Hhat date do you want . to go again? Saturday? 
( 

Tomorrow? 

Q I hear they have ice, sleet e nd snow in '.'/a.shington, W,r . Presi.dent. 

THE Pl:lliSIDENT: Really? 

Q Six inches. 

THE PRESIDENT: Gosh, what do you know about that. 

Q See how well we timed it -- maybe we can stay another week. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes. . ' 

I oan•t think of another thing. 

Q Has it definitely been decided which day Ambassador Wilson ia 

caning? 

THE PRESIDENT: Have we heard, Mac? Sunday or Monday , I should think. 

Can you think of anyt h i ng alee? 

Q Have you heard from Rayburn or Bankhead? 

THE PRESIDENl': No, I don't think we have heard at all. 

Q. How is the National Defense program coming along, Mr . President? 

THE PRBSIDENT: All right, as far as I know . 

Q Anything on railroads , h~ . President? 

THE PRESIDENT: No -- we haven ' t gotten a pouch this morning. When 

is it coming down? 

(Mr . 1~c Intyre answered . ) r:; 1 • ._-r 
L.8· u.n--vJim~..l 

THE PRESIDENT: (Addressing Miss Burk White , photographer for Life 

L!agazine) How does 1 t feel to ha ng out of an aeroplane by your 

feet? Why don 't you t e ll thAse boys something about hanging 

out of an aeroplane by the feet -- I think t hey need it. 

(Laughter) 

Q r,;r. President, there were some figures from the Labor Depsrtment 

in t he paper this morning , that employment has picked up by 

900 ,000 from J.:arch until the end of October. Is there a ny com-

ment you have on that? 

•rffi: PP..ESID:ElJT : Vlhat a re you drivi ng flt :F,red (Storm)? ~.Iaybe I can 

help you . \'!bat kind of a story do you want me to give you? 

Q. A good bullish , busines·s story. 

~ PRES~~T : Well, employment has picked up -- no question about 

it. But, o~ course, you always have to remember this -- that 
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when emplo~nt picks up it doesn't neceeearily mean that 

relief rolls can drop in proportion ~ediately, tor the very 

good reason that we all know that last M.arch (when we gave the 

figures out) there were a good many hundred thousand people who 

were out of work, needed work and there was no work for them. 

You see? In other YIOrds, the relief appropriations did not em-

ploy ,at the low point, anythi ng like all the people who needed 

relief. 

Q What do reports show now on the general business situation through-

out the country? 

THE PRESIDENT: Increasingly better . Another fact, of course , is that 

production in most industries increases faster t han the reem-

ployment of labor . That is one thing we have had to contend 

with right along . .And also \';e have to tuke into consideration 

that the number of people seeking work is a constantly yearly 

increasing factor, because the popul~tion is going up . To put 

it in a s i ::tr)l e way, if there were thirty million (take any round 

figure) people employed at the peak of, what was it? the spring' 

of 193?, today there would be several hundred thousand additional 

' 
people who would have to be employed to make up the boys and 

girls coming of a ge, that is , getting to the working age . 

Q, Does popul•lt ion increase a bout two million a year'? 

TlU: PRESIDENT: I don ' t know whut the figure is. I don ' t th ink it 

is as much as that, Felix (Belair) . 

Q, Mr. Hopkins told us a t Hyde Park the last time, that a permanent 

curtailment in WPA relief progr8111s probably would take place , 

and that it was not so much a matter of employment increase as .. ., 

a matter ot policy. He seemed to indicate -- · 

) 
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THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I don't understand it well enough. 

Q Can you give us in round numbers, Mr. President, what you will 

ask tor from t he Congress for relief for the next year? 

'!'HE PRESIDENT: No, not until the third or January. 

~ Is it possible that Dan Bell will be down here? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q What are you going to do at Pine Mountain Valley? 

THE PRESIDENT: \That is the program, Mac? 

(Mrs. Roosevelt whispers something from back seat of car.) 

MR . MciNTYRE: Just about an hour's program there , r.:r. President, 

somewhat like they put on last year, and you are to make a few 

well chosen remarks. 

Q. l·fhere is it to be held? 

J;J?. . lf.ciN'I'YRE: Outsi de . 

THE PRESIDENT: It is goinG to be~ L~od day -- it' s all r ight. 

~!ell, no Georgia news? 

Q. I think you handled that situation. r1:r . Smith (Ralnh Smith, of 

the Atlanta Journal) isn't asking any questions today . (Laughter) 

Q. (Mr . i<alph Smith) V!ell, that was out of my .hands anyway, and 

everybody agreed with you. 

TH".. PitESIG'SNT: I think so -- it's going to hel p. 

Q (-iva' . Ralph Smith) I hope some day you will express yourself about our 

County unit rule. 

THE PRESIDENT: Ralph, you would have to explain it to me first. 

Q Mr. President, I do not know whether you care to go into it or not. 

It is rather difficult to understand. You see, we could have nom­

inated a Senator down here with thirty thousand votes. The rural 
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41•trioh are kioke4 up. I ticul'e4 it out, takiJI& thh ooat7 

tor eDmple. SeDiltOI' Geol'p sot 1100 TOtes 1Jl thil oout,.. '1"U 

other tellowa got 1050 ap1eoe. There are 20,000 people 41etran­

oh1ee4. They have no To ice at all. It ian 't repreeentative 

goTerament -- it isn't popular gOYerumeot. 

THE PRESIDENT: What was the total number ot TOtes cast? 

Q The total number was something OYer 231,000. 

THE PRESIDENT: How many eligible Toters in the State? 

Q The registration showed something OYer 500, 000 . In Fulton County, 

however, George didn't carry a majority ot the Totes. It isn't 

representative. It it were based on the Electoral College, tor 

example, or on population, but it isn't. 

THE PRESIDENT: Wouldn't it be more usetul, instead of talking about 

the party political angle, to talk about the general subject of 

county government a~d local government? 

Q We have so many of those counties, however . 

THE PP.]SIDENT: But in one way you are not nearly as badly ott as we 

are in the State of New York, because we have in addition to our 

fifty-seven counties outside the City of New Yor k, 905 townships 

and each one of those townships has a canplete local govermnent 

of its own, including a Highway Superintendent, and the Commis­

sioner of the Poor, and assessors, etc. We have a great many more 

layers of government t han they have down here. But on the other 

hand, in Georgia it i s still the rule when an ex-Governor dies to 

divide another county and make a new county, naming it after him. 

Q (Mr. Ralph Smith) When I began writing politics we had 125 counties 

, and now we han 159 counties . 
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THB PRESIDENT: Has a~hing been done in this State to stud7 the 

North .Carolina system ot highars and schools? 

Q No. nothing at all. 

26 

THE PRESIDENT: Because the North Carol.ina. progress is probabl7 greater 

than any other state in the South. 
~ 

Q (Mr. Ralph Smith) It is developing much taster than any other. 

THE PRESIDENT: Much taster. much taster. 

(Mrs. Roosevelt whispers to the President. asking whether he has 

seen same surveys on this subject being made in Georgia.) 

THE PRESIDENT: I have heard about those surveys. but you know, as I 

remember it, in North Carolina, starting in about 1925, or 1926, 

they borrowed money up to the hilt to build highways and within 

three or four years of the completion of any given highway, the 

real estate v~lue of the properties adjacent to those counties 

amortized.all of the bondage. This is a very interesting thing. 

It pays for itself, It brings it in in taxes. 

Q If Rivers goes on he is trying to centralize all the government in 

Atlanta, and all appropriations in Atlanta, and it will be to 

the interest of the counties to merge. Fulton absorbed two addi-

tional counties. It isn't fixed on popul~tion ; as the Constitu-

tion says, the six largest counties shall have three represents-

tives, no matter how large they are. 

THE PRESIDENT: So, roughly speaking. the most spar sely settled county 
' 

that you can probably find to live in, you get more represents-

t ion there than in other places? ;. , . 

Q Have you received any re~ction to your Press Conference statement 

the other day about Georgia and WPA? The State Constitution --
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THE PRESIDINl': (1nterpos1Ds) No, no reaction e~oept what you Mid. 

Unquesti onably the State will do "samething about it. We are 

not saying what should be done a s long as something is done 

about it. 

-

• 
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THE PRESIDENT: I did not know where you were. I stopped at Fred's 

place. 

Q We did not move up very much. 
' 

THE PRESIDENI': Doris (Miss heeson) , how are you? I am glad to 
' 

see you . 

Q (Miss Fleea6n) I was all right until they handed the kitchen 

plate to me as a welcoming present. 

THE PRESIDENT: I heard about it from the Ambassadors. I heard you 

take car e of them very well . 

Q. What can you tell us about your talk with the Junbassadors? 

THE PRESIDENT: I can tell you that Captain Ross T. Mcintire has been 

made Surgeon General of the Navy . 

Q Already? (Laughter) 

Q I thought you were trying to build up the Navy, Wx . Presi~ent. 

(Laughter) 

DR . MciNTIRE: Oh , dear, I did not suspect that from you. 

Q (Mr . Storm) Congratulations, Admiral. I Vlill say a good word 

for you. 

Q (!.lias Flee son) You will overcome me . 

THE PRESIDENT: This 1s not Storm, but if I were writing the story , 

I would say that one of the principal motives in the selecti on 

was that the position of Surgeon General nowadays calls for 

more than merely looking after Navy health . In other words, 

it calls for a knowledge or and cooperation in other . things , 

\ 
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IUch as public health and international medicine and other 

' affiliated fields. 

Q When will Dr. Mcintire take over his new duties, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know, nor does be. (lAughter) 

Q What are the •other fields•? (lAughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: The next piece of news is that Marvin Mcintyre is 

very sick -- he went to bed at quarter past nine last night. 

(lAughter) 

MR. MciNTYRE: That is ott the record too. 

~ He did not stay in, though , Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, you mean he went in to fool Ross (Dr. h!cintire) 

.• and :then got up again? 

Q I won't say anything more. 

MR. MciNI'YRE: That is the first time Fred (Mr . Stonn) ever lied 

about me in his lite. 

THE PRESIDENT: The third piece of news: I am about to appoint --

I think the Commission will come down today -- 1'.1'. Ed Eicher, 

of Iowa, to the s. E. C. That is the F~ines vacancy. 

Q How is that Eicher spelled? 

THE PRESIDENT: E-I-C-H-E-R. 

~ Can you give us some background on htm? He retired but did not 

run again, did he not? 

THE PRESIDENT : No. 

Q What is his qualification? 

THE PRESIDE!~: He has a general knowledge of economic problems. I 

think you can look up what he did in the House. Also they need 

somebody from further west. 

' .... 

• 
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Q While you were out in the West, did you pi ole an Associate 1ua-

tice tor the Supreme Court? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q Do you need somebody trom the West tor that ncancy too? 

THE PRESIDENl': I have not taken it up at all. 

Q Can't you tell us anything at all about your conferences with 

(Ambassadors) Phillips and Wilson? 

THE PRESIDENT: I could not write a story if I tried -- I literally 

could not. 

Q I will if you talk about the conference. 

THE PRESID~: No , you could not. You could not ·write a decent 

story about it even if you were sitting in the room. 

Q (Mr . Trohan) I would have liked that too. 

Q (~~ . Durno) Mr . President, did you notice Father Coughlan's 

latest stories? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . 

Q He has gotten into this picture . If you have not noticed him, I 

guess there is no comment. 

Q VTho is going to succeed Dr. Mcintire at t he White Bouse? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , I guess we will have a combination which includes 

him . Isn't t hat the best way of putting it? 

DR . MciNTIRE: i think that is good . 

Q I think you will have to introduce his successor to us gradually . 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I thin~ it wil~ .wor~ out all right. 

Q When does th~t appointment take effect? 

THE PlcESIDENT : The first of December. 

Q Is Mr . ~ilson going back to Ber lin? 

/ 
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THI PBISIDINT: Not DOW. 

Q Enntually? 
: 

THE PRESIDENT: I said, -Not now." 

\ Q He objected last night to the phrase "indefinitely" as bad . Is 

that eo? 

\ THE PRESIDEN!': He was right. 

~ The information that they (the Ambassadors) submitted to you, was 

there anything new in it that you had not received before, or 

was it just a general discussion of this problem? 

THE PRESIDENT: General discussion. 

Q Will you see t hem again after you return to Washington , Mr . Presi-

dent? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . Phillips is going back about the tenth, I think, 

and I wi ll probably see them a couple of days after I get back 

to Washington. 

Q ra- . President, cruldyou comment on Joe Kennedy ' s action with respect 
{td'1Y> ?j 

to the British censoring a newsreel firm over there? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don' t know anything about it except what I read in 

the papers and therefore cannot c amnent . 

Q Do you expect to see Kennedy in the near future? 

THE FHESID:ENT: Oh , yes . He i s caning over but I cannot tell you 

when . 

Q Did you read the story in the morning 's papers on the New Orleans 

Cotton Exchange 's view on crop control? 

THE PRESIDElfr: I read it over hurriedly . I saw one paragraph that 

crop control would be abandoned. Is that right? 

Q It Sbid there must be help but not through loans , t hat the farmer 
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ahould be oampenaated. 

THE .PRISIDINT: What 1e the plan? 

Q They have no plan. They said they proposed some basic principle. 

I see Marvin Jones (Representative Marvin ~ones) and I thought 

that might be the subject or discussion today? 

THE PRESIDENT: It is just the same old story. They set forth certain 

objectives and no plan to carry them out. 

Q What about a processing tax? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is a different subject. Fir~t you have to get 

your plan and afterwards find out how to finance it. But they 

do not offer any alternative or substitute plan and it is 

typical of most or the resolutions that are passed, quite frankly, 

by groups of that kind, t heN. A. M., National Association of 

Manufacturers, and so forth and so on. They set forth perfectly 

good objectives and no alternative or substitute method of carry­

ing them out. 

Q Can I go back to Joe Kennedy a minute? Is his trip at your special 

request? 

THE PRESIDENT: No; leave, holiday. 

Q I understand that Chicago has invited you to toss the first shovel 

in the $40,000,000 subway. Any chance of you doing it? 

THE PIU!:SIDENT: No chance of getting out there. When are they going 

to start it? 

Q Very soon, I understand. 

·THE PRESIDENT: No . When I go back to \'lashington I have got to dig in. 

MR. MciNTYRE: You have also declined the invitation to Florida. 

Q Also the Insane Asylum a t Milledgeville? (Laughter) 

' 
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Q When are we going to send an Ambueador to Ruaa1a? 

TB! PRES mEN!': I do not know. 

Q Who 1a reporting to you on eondi tiona in Russia? 

THE PRESmmrl': Tbe embaaay. Things are going along all right. 

Q Colonel Mae (Mr. MCintyre) would be a good man. 

THE PRESIDENT: He is too close to the reds. 

Q I know . You might send Dies (Congressman Dies) to Russia. I be-

lieve that would ta.ke care or everything. 

THE PRESIDENT: Hamilton-Dies - - Martin Fish and Hamilton Dies -- so 

that both parties have got them now. (Laughter) 

Q In the diplomatic pouch wh ich arriied yesterday morning tram 

Berlin, there is a story that appeared in the official Navy pub-

lication -- a German admiral wrote the story -- in which they 

said they had information from Japan that Japan bad laid down 

tour 45,000-ton battleships. I was wondering Whether, on such 

information, this country would invoke t he escalator clause? 

THE PRl!SID]l~: You will have to ask the Navy Depart ment and they 

won't tell you. (Laughter) 

Q I know they would not. --

Q That is destructive crit icism. 

THE PRESIDENt': Have you played our golf course , Brother Whigham? 

Q (Mr. Whigham) Yes , I have. 

THE PRESIDENT: How do you like it? 

Q Very well laid out. 

THE PRESIDENT: This is rather a nice story of golf Which you will 

appreciate . I was driving over the course when it was ·under 
·, 

construction. We got to t he eighth hole, and Donald Ross who 

26 
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'laid out the course aaid to me, ."This 18 a trick hole. It 1a 

a goOd deal further tban it looks. It 1a pretty nearly a tull 

m1diron." Then we went up to it and it was trapped on both sides, 

with a precipice on one side and woods on the other end. It you 

did not land on the green, you were gone. I· said to Mr. Ross, 

"That 1s a terribly discouraging hill. A good player can take 

eight or nine on this hole and he is going to give up golt." 

"Oh," he said, "no. You know, it is a game ot psychology." 

He said, "He will teal tbl. t way until the end of the eighth and 

then he will ate~ over to the ninth tee and see all the kingdoms 

of the earth, and he can chop or slice or pull and he has no 

trouble. He will get to the bottom of the hill." 

~ There is a magnificent expanse there. 

Q 1tt . President, I have an inquiry as to whether Governor Bailey, 

of Arkansas, is under consideration or has been already named 

Federal Judge for Arkansas . 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no; nothing has been done on that. He came up 

here to talk about the P. VT. A. thing. 

Q For the University? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know -- the University and several other 

things. I s Bailey coming back? 

MR. MciNTYRE: Yes, sir; he expecte9- to but was going to call me 

this morning. 

~ Is Frank 14urphy coming down? 

THE ffiFSIIlENl' : No; somebody still has to eat crow. I am sorry. 

Q \'.that about Speaker Bankhead? 

THE PRFSIDENT: He is coming. Mr. Bankhead 1s co~ here Thursday 

• 
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aud, 1a SUl (Repreeentatin Bam Re.Jburn) oca1ns? 

. 
IIR. Ko:nrrm:E: No, air; I do not thiDk eo. He is coins to stay 1n 

Washington, but he was not detini te. 

TBE PRESmENT: I cannot think ot aeything else. 

Q Thank you, sir. 

Q Oh yes you can. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: I was a bit worried about Herold (Mr. Oliver) being 

burned up 1D the middle ot the night. 
' 

Q We had to have a negro with a bucket ot water and a dipper, throw-

ing it on the fireplace as it caught fire. 

'lHE PRESIDENI' : Where does it catch? 

Q The mantel has a wooden frame that runs all around it, right down 

to the outer edge of the fireplace, so that when the logs go out 

or start popping - -

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) It just catches? 

Q It catch~s from the heat, too. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think this cottage has been on fire once a year 

since it was erected, and the other Josepha' cottage catches 

fire every year, too. 

Q Any ~orgians coming down this week before you go? 

THE PRESIDENI': I do not think so. Do you know of any? 

MR. MciNTYRE: Yes, there are , but it is not definite yet. 

MR. STOID.!: Thank you, }f.r. President. 
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COHrnmrriAL 
Pl'eee Oollfercce #tK):S, 
In tront ot the Pl'eee Cottage, 
1fUII8 Sprinp, Georgia, 
Deo~ber 2, 1938, 12.00 o'clock, noon. 

~ Can you tell us anything about your talk with Mr. Hopkins? 

THE PRmD>li:NT: Talk with Hopkins? 

Q Yes, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not had any talk with Hopki ns yet. 

Q I thought you had one yesterday afternoon. 

THE PRESIDENT: We had a grand dinner party last night, together; 

that is not a talk. 

Q How about Ambassador Bullit~? 

THE PRESIDENT: Same t hing . I am sorry to spoil a good story, Fred 

(Storm). 

Q You have not spoiled mine, Mr. President. 

Q Frank C. Walker is down here . Has he a formal appointmant? 

'l:'Illi PRESIDENT: He has not a formal appointment. He is ooming to 

lunch. 

Q Mr. President, could you tell us about your conferenc~witb the 

Governor and ~~~ . Camp? 

THJ.; PRESIDENT: We did not have a conference . 

Q No conference? 

THE P~SIDENT: No. Had a nice social talk . Sorry. Aren't I giving 

them a bad time, Ed ? 

GOVERNOR RIVERS: You are doing very well. 

Q Did the social talk cover any state matters? 

THE PRESIDENT : No, social • 

. . 
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Q Did the GO?ernor aeeure TOU, Kr. Preeidat, that he would coop­

erate 1n briuging about a method whereby Georgia would bear 

part of the coat ot --

THE PRESID!Nl': (interposing ) Oh, well, that will be taken care ot 

all right, I think . We are all agreed on that. Incidentally, 

Ral ph (Mr. Smith, reporter tor t he Atlanta J'ournal) r e ferred 

to his :triend 1n the private shop and or course it ought t o be 

made c l ear i n a ll the papers i n t h i s Sta te that, 1n t he firs t 

place, the State bas received i ts quot a a nd, i n the second 

place, or cour se in every state the overwhelming bulk of the 
the 

money goes t o/muni c i pali t i es, the counti es , t he c i t i es, the 

school di str icts, et cetera and so on, and there has never 

been a ny trouble in the State or Georgia on that part . The. t 

is the bulk of the money . And the State, I think, is up to 

i ts quota . Isn ' t that right, Ed? 

GOVERNOR RIVERS: I think it is somewnere near it . I have not 

checked i t . Ot course our attitude has been and will con-

tinue t o be cooperative on the whole progr~ . I agree with 

your statement thoroughly. 

'l'llL PRESIDENI': We will be able to get around the technicalities . 

GOVERNOR RIVERS: I think , unquestionably, everything is going to 

be all right . 

Q. 1.~ . President , at Chapel Hill, in your speech, are you going t o 

touch on the i nternational situat ion? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not the fa i n t est i dea . I have not begun to 

write i t . I have not even thought about it . 

Q. It i s going to be on a national hookup? 

·' 
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'1'BI JIRISilWfi'z I don't )mow. 

~ D14 JOU ner hear trc:m the 1o1nt Railroad CCIIDlttee? 

THE PRISn>ENl': Not ,et. 

MR. Komi'fRIS: I ticked up ~d they are not rea~. They" are baviDg 

another meet1Dg the tirst ot this week. 

~ How aboui a powerful speech this afternoon? 

THE PRESIIIENI': I think I will turn over the speechmaking to other 

people. 

~ Mr. President, in the conference this morning, was there any aug-

gestion ot help to the State ot Georgia i n meeting the payment s 

to school teachers? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

~ Very splendid conference, thank you . 

Q. I am afraid, as ltanaging Editor tOday, you won •t quality. My 

assignment sheet is sort of blank. 

THE J?RESIDENI' : Can •t you tal k about the return of warm weather? 

Q. We have . 

~ We are enjoying it and letting it go at that . 

THE PRESIDEl~: You might write a piece abou~ Bullitt in search ot a 

good cliliiBte . 

~ Doesn't he like Fra.noe? 

THE PRESIDEt\"1': When he arrived from the other side he decided he 

would want some nice Warm weather and he went to Bermuda and 

troze to death. Then he came back, hit a snow storm and then 
____:::; 

he went down to the Bahamas where they rained him out . l"inally , 
he came to Warm Springs and now he is getting it. 

~ Put him in Josephs' Cottage, Mr . President. 
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'DII JIBIBIDII't: Doe• Harold (Jir. Ol1nr) still la, awan nspta, 

_.lliDs ..oke? 

Q (Ill'. OUTer) More than amoke. (Laughwr) 

Q Are you ready to talk yet about the details or the legislatiTe 

progrem? 

THE PRI!SIDENT: No. You are only about a month ahead. 

Q No appoiniments? 

THE PR!SlllKNT: No. 

Q Didn't Hamilton Fish say he would take that place in Russia? 

(Laughter) 

Q Atte~ Anthony Eden makes his speech in New .York, will he come down 

to see you at the White House? 
. 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not any idea. 

MR. MciNTYRE: I am checking on that up in Washington. I did not eTen 

know he was caning. 

Q We understand you had a ceremony of launching the new Admiral yes­
r 

terday? 
j 

THE PRESIDENT: It was very nice . I understand you had a fleet review 

too'l 

Q We had one last night . (Laughter) 

THE PRESID»>T: . Ylith Admiral Storm on the bridge ot his battleship? 

(Laughter) 

Q I had to tow it. 

THE PRESIDENT : I will tell you what I am doing now in about fifteen 

minutes. I am going to inspect a piece of property below the 

· pool that belongs to the Foundation, with the idea of seeing if 

we cannot put a little dam across a gUlly -- it is the creek . 

What do they call the creek? The Cascade -- it 1a on that 
"-./ 
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~ u4 put a l1Ule 4aa avon u4 haYe a tllh pcmd. 

Q What an 7ou soiDa to a took it with? 

'1'BI PRISILilif: Brim 8D4 lars-outhe4 base. 

MR. Jlolltd:U: Ban ,.ou the title to sell i~, cona14erizag '11fT hol41DS• 

here? · 

THE mESIIZNI': Yes. 

Q Are you doizag anything on a new pool yet? 

THE PRliSID!NT: No. I think this pool will go along all right ~or 

~our or ~ive years more anyway. 

· MR. STORM: Thank you, Mr. President • 

• 

.. 



OOD'IDIII'l'IAL 
Preee ConteNDoe #';06, 
ZX.out1Te Ottloee ot the- Wbite BOuse, 
Deo.aber 6, 1938, 4.10 P.M. 

TBE PRESIDJ:N'l'l Glad to see r ou. How are you all? Well, Dee.n, (Rueeell 

Young) the report on the lite and works ot those who accompanied 

us t o Warm Springs is that they were one hundred per cent. Now, 

that is going some. They behaved better than they do in Washing-

ton. Now, that is my influence . . . 

Q (Miss Fleeson) I thought i t was mine. (Laughter) 

Q (Mr. Storm) Thank you, Mr. Pr esident. Such a reputation must be 

deserved . 

Q (Mr. Godwin) Did you take that picture of Fred? 
•• 

THE PRESID.Ein' : I t was ell right. That was not Fred ' s fault . You can-

not blame him for that. Blame the lady that t ook it . 

~ (Mr. Godwin) Fred got off at Alexandria this morning. He got off 

and we.lked home i n disguise . 

THE PRESIDENT: He will be explaini.ng that for a year. 

Q (Mr. God\vi.n) He will have t o do a year's explaining in twenty- four 

hours. 

MR • . DONALDSON : All i n . 

THE PRESI DENT: They t ell me I have t ol d them everything do~ at Warm 

Springs . (Laughter) 

~ Mr. Pr esident , can you t ell us anythine about your conversation this 

afternoon with the Ambassadors? 

THE PRESIDENT: No ; just conduc~ing conversations , no news. 

Q Since you got back have you had time to consider appointments? 
"--

THE PRESIDENT: Not one . 

' 
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Q Can you tell us anything, sir, about this tiTe hundred or titt7 

million dollar loan to Cube t rom the Export-Import Banks?. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don 't know a thing about it. 

Q Hasn 't it oome t o you yet? 
""' 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don ' t know a thing about it . 

·Q Have you r eached any conclusions yet about your armament program, 

about the scope end length of' time of it? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet . 

~ Di d Secretary Morgenthau r eport anything t oday of t he work of his 

new c_ommittee on f i s cal and monetary problems? 

THE PRESIDENT: Just talkinp. thin8B over, that i s all . I don ' t think 

there will be any particular news from. it ever. In other words , 

it is one of those informal commit tees that meets f rom time to 

time , that is t alking it over vnth people out side of the committee 

a.nd then talking i t over with me . I don ' t think there will be any 

formal report . 

Q Have you any susgestions for Secretary Ickes ' Mayoralit y campai gn? 

THb PRESI DENT: No ; I hsven ' t talked it over with him. 

Q There ere frequent rumors that you may £-O dovm to the Lima Confer-

ence at the Pnd , or towards the end . Can you tell us anything 

about that? 

THE PRESI DENT: I guess there i s no further r.ews on somet::J.ine on whi ch 

there has never been any news. (Laughter). 

Q Can you give us any i dea as t o when the tax pr ogram will be on its 

way to compl etion? 

THE PRESID~~ : Nothing on that at ell ; nothing more than t here was e 

mont h ago. 

• 
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Q AnJthiDg on the estimated cost ot this new armaments prograat 

THE PRFSIDl!Nl': No. 

Q ~ben do we start for Lima, Mr. President? (Laughter) 

Q Se~ator Gutrey demands that you run for offi ce again i n 1940. Will 

you accede t o hie request? (Laughter ) 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t think t her e i s any news on that either. 
I 

Q Mr. President, do you contemplate making a.n address t o the Lima Con-

terence by r adio? 

THI!; PRESIDENT: No . 

Q Mr . President, would you care t o corronent on the Franco-German peace 

pact? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . (Laughter) You are getting lots of chance~ today . 

Q Do you care t o discuss your plans for receivin~ Anthony Eden? 

THE PRiSIDENT: I have not got any plan for receivine Mr. Eden , 

Q It •1:ss st<~ted thet the St8te Department had sent over a request , 

THE PRESI DENT: I suppose when he gets here I will receive him just as 

I have a grent many other foreign parliamentary bodies . I assume 

he will be brought in b~' his r.anister and I will be very glad to 

see him a~ I have seen a gre~t mAny in the past . 
I" 

Ct Can you tell us on whet net e .Governor Murphy ' s appointment will be 
: 

sent t o the. Senate for Attorney General? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Gosh , they are getting better and better all the time . 

I am going to have all these questions framed, because thi s par-

ticular .time they are good . 

Q Will it be the same day that you send Bob .Taokson ' s name to the 

Senate? (Laughter) 

THE PRESI DENT: Yes , getting bett er and better. 
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Q Oen .you discuss the budget possibilities, that is--

THE PRIBIDENI': (interposing) ·That you won't get anything on, liter­

elry, until the third day of 1anuary , and I suppose we w~ll haTe 

it the dey before , one of those sit-around-the-floor conferences, 

. 
to .talk it oTer on the second . 

·Q In reference to your· aeterminetion not to name anyone to the Fed-

. 
er sl Bench ·who has reached the age of sixty , will you ever ~eke 

into consideration other factor s and waive that in ·some cases or 
f 

is it an inflexible rule? 

TilE PRESIDENt' : The only way I cAn 11nswer t hat is on t he basi s of past 

performance. I have had . a gr eat many requests and a ,Rreet deal 

of pressure , as you know, from A e:reat many members of the Senate 
• 

and House to ~ut· on people over sixty enn , so fa~ , I think that 

v:e have only put on --what v:e s it? -- t wo people over s i xty-nine 

and t hose , I think, wer e bo.th promotions f ron: the District Court 

and on the understanding that they would r etire when they got t o 

be sevent y . 

Q WP s that your understencUng wi th Judge Williams in OklAhoma , that · 
• 

he would r etire when he was seventy? 

THE PRESID~lT : I think so . You"'had better check up with Romer Cum-

minss, but I think so . 

Q I think he ~Tote a letter si~nifying that desire . 

Q Mr . President , do such factors as reemployment or industrial recov-

ery enter into the Administration ' s policy of national defense? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . I 811\ sorry to destroy another good story. 

Q Is t here anything new on the r efugee problem? 

THE PRESI DENT: What i s that? 

- . 
• 
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Q On the refugee problem? .__, 

· THE PRESIDl:NT: No , nothi.Dg new on that. 

Q Mr. President, a r e you consi dering the· making of any suggestions 

for amendment of the Wep~er Labor Relati ons Act? 

THE PRESIDENT: That has been studied , I suppose, since the dey it was 

passed and it is continuing to be studied , t he whol e of the Act . 

Q Can you tell us about your conference 'Pith Madame Perkins end Cha ir­

men Madden in that connect ion? 

THE PR.ESIDFNI' : The primar y ourpose o1' the conference wss to take up 

some conditions that I was asked to look into vrhen I was in the 

South , in a mill town in t he South, end the thine seems to have 

been pretty well streip,htened out in the l est couple of days. 

~ What was your answer on t hat national defense? Does i t mean that 

there is no pump priming involved in the national defense pr ogram? 

TH], ~'SIDENT : That is correct . In other words , national defense is 

national defense and nothing el se . 

Q Will you t ell us what you did ta l k to Ickes about? 

Tl:lE PRESIDENT : Well, if you had seen whet he brourht in with him you 

would have known what I talked with hi~ about . I think he had 

110 different books for me to si~n , to i nitial, t o clean up on 

final projects . I signed s t eadily for one hour . 

(,), You said , "cleanine up on fin1=1l projects . " Di d you mean that liter­

ally? I s t hat th e end? 

THE PRISIDli~T: Not entirely, because they are s till getting certain 

r~vocetions cominp. in from day t o day . The only thine i s tQat we 

cannot reallocate any money that the local peopl e turned beck 

through i nability t o go through with it unless .the new pr oject 

,. 
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can be started by the first or Janua.ry, so that the time is get­

ting awfully short. I don ' t suppose it wil~ be more than a vary 

few days more befor e we have t o say no more new pr oje ct s because , 

under the law, . t hey won' t ba able to start before the1first or 

January. 

Q In the matter of national defense, have you fixed in your own mind 

any proportion or any per cent . of the new money needed which 

should be raised by taxation on e sort of "pay as we go" basis? 

THE PRESIDENI' : No. 

Q Do you think we shoulr. rai se part of it without a fixed per centage? 

THE PRESID]~~ : I don ' t know yet, Fred (Essary); we haven ' t ~otto that . 

~~ I seem to recall that you r e-marked here once that you thought some 

of that money ought t o be rai~ed by taxation es in the case of 

any other expensive project that Congress might provide for . 

THE PRESIDEN~: Certainly, as a general pr opositicn nati onal defense 

• 

oueht to bE' paid for on e ray as you go basi~ , because it is not 

a self-liquidat i ng project in ony way. 

You see there ar <> , occordinc; to tilE' practice of norr.e coun-

tries like, for instanc£1 , Sweden -- do not imply from that that 

I ant ~oing t o do anythin:: likE' t hat but in some other countries 

·-th"Y have differenti at~ll bet ween three t)•pe3 of expE>.ndi ture;: The 

first is the actual cost of running the Gove1·runent .in its current 

work end t hey try to relse All of t hat by taxation . Then they 

have two other clossif'icet ioos of expenditures . One is the eb-

solutely sel f - liquidetinp expenditure , such as - - well , for ex-

ample , Boul der Dam would be -- where thf' d eJa i s completed and t he 

contracts for the salE' of ~~ter end power e r e ell s i gned ond we 
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know that over a period of years it is going to pay itself out. 

And then they have a third classifi cation -~ I haTe forgot-

ten what the techni cal term is ~- but it i s the type or expendi-

ture which will 80 increase the national welfare or , putting it 

the other way around, the national income , that there ~ill be a 

resulting return of the money through the increase in· national 

income over a period of yeara . It is not actually .self-sustain­
--; 

ing in the sense that you have contracts out. .~ut national defense, 

very clearly in my judgment, f ells unrler the category of something 

that ought to be paid for from year to year . .. 
~ That is why I differentie.ted between the new money necessary to . . 

carry on the program and t he usual bud~etary sums to be set aside , 

the additional money for "he liavy, as an example . 

THI1 P~ESIDENT : Well, it ought t o be pa id fo r 11s we go along. 

~ Even if it takes additional t exct i on? 

THE: PRESIDENT: Yes; but, of course , that mip:ht , on the other band, as 

I suggested, leave out of consider~ tion certa in expenditures of 

t he Government which a r e self-liquidating . Therefore, Q,.E.D., it 

may 'not be necessary to incre·ase the tota l amount of ta:r.as coming 

in. However , i t i s a matter t hat is bei!lP, s t ud i ed ; it i s A long 

•mel difficult study ; nothinr he.s been det ermined upon and i.t is 

purely in the ~tudy st&ge . 

~ Do you pl fln to stay here after Conr, r oss convenes·? 
' 

TH1 PH:t;.::li J.JFlll'J': I pl8n to be right !l.ere until the end of February . 

~ You are not going ' up to Hyde Park? 

THF PFL8SIDENT: No . I don' t think I have any eneagements except per-

haps to plant some more cherry trees or something like that 
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(laughter ) , and t hen we are starting the succession of dinner's, 

etc. I think those are the only dates we have • 

• Q You heard about Paul Anderson' s death? 

THE PRESI D1!1.YI': I know. I am sorry; he was a very old friend of mine. 

I t is t oo bad , he ~~sa gr and fell ow. 

Q In connection wi t h t he nat ional defense proeralll: one of the War De-

partment reports i ndicat ed the other day that we are far behind 

techni cally as fer as airplane production is concerned . Have you 

had any r eports indicatinp, that that is so? 

THE PR.ESI DEf\.'1' : No , I have not had the.t . I don ' t believe ther e i s 

anythine i n that -- not technically. 

Q The program of the Ci vil Aeronautics Authority to pr omot e civil 

flying , has that any connection ~~tb the defense program to t r ain - a lot of civilian pilots? 

THF PRESID:E:..1-JT : Of cour se the t rFiinint' of rAserve pilots i s all part 

of any program for an increase in the nwnber of p~snas thAt the 

Government has·available to ~o in the air. 

~ InsteAd of trsinins them pur ely i n purely military pl anes , is there 

eny plan for a Civil Aer onautics progr am wher e they will be used 

AS a sort of reserv~ in tbis ennouncea plan? 

THE PRF.SIDENr: ~ot that I know of. Of cour se you train a pilot on 

the same kind of a plane for civil aviat i on as you do for military 

aviation when you t each them to fly . TherA i fl no distinction . 

~ I s t hat to be handled !'or thf' Army ~no 1\:.<.~vy? 

THE PRh:SIDEI'lT : I don ' t know; I have no i dea . 

Q- When you make your rAcommendetions on national defense , wil l they 

include the use and conservati on of nat ural r esources used i n 
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national defense, or will they deal strictly in t he mi l itary ae-

peot ? 

THE PRESIDmr: What sort of things do yqu have in mi.nd? 

Q Ener gy sources and minerals . 

THE PRES~DENT: No , I do not think so. No , the only thing that might 

be a part of any neti onal defense program would be certain resources 

which we have ~ot got in this country . You know that the Army bas 

mads several recommendations saying t hAt the Navy should have cer-

tain stock piles of things we have not got, like manganese and 

nickel and a few other things of that. kind , and t ha t does enter 
• 

i nto a national defense program. They are things we do not have 

here . 

·... i'.:i ght you not coddle e dome::~tic lllMlp,enese industry? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , it costs too much. 

Q Thet requires legislation , ooes it not , t~ build up those things? 

THE PRESIOEr-.'T: Y P s . 

1./. Do you know of any report which heR been drevm up showing legal 

means by which t his count r-1 might takP economic sanctions against 

countries that discriminate against us on trade matters? 

T.Hl!; PIU:;SIDENT: No; nothin€; th::t hns not been r-eported on since the 

Act was first passed . I have not seen enythinf, for years on that . 

:J~ . STO!l!J: Thank you, Mr . Pr1sident . 

' I 
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Pnae Collterenoe /t>C7, 
JZeoutlve Otflcea of the White Bouse, 
Deo.aber 9 , 1938, 10. 45 A.M. 

'MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT:. I am seeing t he Committee f r om the National Seaway 

Council r ight after t he Press Confer ence, and they are givi ng 

28 
.: 

me a letter and I am making a short statement i n reply, and Steve 

(Mr . Earl y) will have a copy of it when you go out . I don 't thi nk 

there is anything else I can think of . 

Q It is reported that SenRtor Lodge is advocating a sixty- dollar- a-

week old age. pension . Is that one-- does that come under t he 

classification of a short cut to Utopia? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t know; I t hink the whole thing is being studied 

by t he Board on Social Security. 

Q It i s sixty dollars a month . 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t know. The whole subject is being studied . 

Q Mr. President , t here is a report from ~le.lbourlile, :norida , that a 

man named Kammerer wired to you an offer of 30 ,000 acres of land 

to be used as a place of refuee for Jews driven out of Germany. 

THF: PRESIDENr: Never heard of it . Mac (lJr . Mcintyre) , did you see 

any telegram? 

MR . MciNTYRE: No·, sir . 

Q Mr . President , HRrry Hopkins yesterday spoke of the possibility of 

soma changes in relief procedu~e to meet some of the criticism 

that has been directed at \\ . P. A. Have you anything to say on 

that? • 

THE PRESIDENT: I think that is up to Congress. -· 
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Q Anything to say about your reorganization oonterenoe yesterday? 
\ 

THE PRESIDENT: No, exoept we made good progress and undoubtedly t~~re 

will be reorganization legislation 1n a broad sense asked tor and 
• 

probably ~lls introduced by various members of the Congress, as 

last year. 
) 

Q Mr. President, you made very good progress in that report that went 

t o Congress and i t was not successful in the Legislature. Do you 
• ' 

expect any material changes? 

THE PRESI DENT: I don't know; I have no idea at all. You see the point 

is a very, very simple one. We all admit, even some of the colum-

nists, whose names I need not mention, admit that we do need to 

improve the Government . That is the big , salient point. Congress , 

everybody el se, has probably got as much informat ion dating back 

forty years as t hey will ever have . And now , who passes t he legis-

lation? Whose r esponsibility is it? It is the responsibility of 

Congress . That is just about as far os anybody can go . 

Q. Will there be a j,iessage? 

THE PRESIDE1'"1': Yes . 

Q Will i t be soon? I s it one of the t hings that you hope for or have · 

in your mind for action soc5n? 

Tffi. P!lliSID~ : Well , I hope at the coming session. 

~ Right off the bat, if possible? ' . 

Q. Mr . President , will you ask for it in one bill or a number of bills? 

TH!f PlU-SIDf.~\IT: That i s entir ely up to th e Congress , es it was last 

year. 

Q Mr. President , there was an allowance to the Budget Bureau of 

~,200 , 000 ., it: I remember correctly, for exploring this subject of 
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reorganization. Has there been any report? 

THE P~IUFNI': Not reorganization. That was studying various··ques-
. 

tiona .or administration, actually administration; and they are 

at work. 

~ That is not connected With reorganization? 
s 
THE PRESIDENT: Only as a result of reorganization. It is an adminie-

trative study, not looking towards a reorganization bill but look-

ing to~~rds the'proper functioning of Government i f we get reor-

ganization, which is a different thing. That study is going on 

"!;oday. 

Q No report? 

THE PR.C:SIDENI': No. 

Q, Lamar Hardy, United States Attorney, was in yesterday. Was he fol-

lowing through on the conferences he had with you in Hyde Park? 

v.e understood it wa s on the syy --

THE PRESIDENI': (interposing ) We t alked over the whole spy situation 

and at the same time he told ~e again wh~t he hed been saying for 

a year, that he really, for personal reasons, had to get out, to 

resign as District .Attorney. I very reluctantly said that I could -
not demand that he stay any longer and he will reti~e sometime in 

January. There has been ·no specific date set. 

But the important thing \'ISS thAt we discussed what has been 

done on the spy situation in the pest . He did .a perfectly amazi ng 

job in thi s spy trial in New York . It is a very easy thine for 

a District ~ttorney to spend hi s time trying petty criminals but 

it is a difficult t hing to go right to the source of one of the 

most difficult criminal problems t hat we have in the country and 

I 
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that is spies. 

Continuing what I said at Hyde Parle, we are going to ·aslc for ... 
additional appropriations to meet a situation which is by no means 

ended by this trial. In other words, the root of this thing , the 

roots go down pretty deep. I supp~se a way of putting it is that 
. 

· we need in the United States no o. G. P. u., or what is the other 

thinr; we have -- we do not need a.ny secret police in the United 

States t o watch American people, t o watch our own people, but we 
' 

do need our own peopl e to watch the secret police of certain other 

nati ons , which is e very excellent distinction to make, and there-

fore we are going to nsk for more money so t hat our people can 

check up on the activitiP.s of t he secret police of other n~tions . 

I t~ink that covers it pret t y well . 

Q ~1r. President, at Hyde Pa:::k you ::1enti:>ned t he i dea of coordinatine 

t he activiti.es of t he various Governmental agencies? 

T~ PRESIDEN~: That hns been done . 

0 HAS any st ep been taken? 

Trlb PH~.:..'-;lJ.;u,T: That has been done; it is workinF, . 

·.~ l'ihat i s that, cooruination? 

'I'HE PRESI DThl'J': Coordinativn of t he different n£eDt·i ".· r· f 1.1·,. Gov <>l'D-

ment. 

Q The differPnt polic~ agencieF? 

THF PRrSIDl:l\'T: ·- ~·o -- v:ell, t he d i. fferen t i n t ell i ~-~n ce agenci e:; of t.h : .. 
Government . 

\,; Loes tha t inclu.C.e the i.:ili tar;r snd ?laval'? 

Tli.t'.. PR:l..:;IDllvT : It includes all kinds of t llings . 

<to Woulcl you carf! t o be specific -- ;-;ouH' you care t o state epecifi c~dly 
.. 

··, 
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what steps have been taken? 

THE PRESID~: That is one ot the things I am not going to tell you , 

and I don' t think it ought to be asked about because, very ob-

viouely, if you run stories of the exact workings of the intel-

ligence system you a r e going to destroy ninety per cent. of the 

value of that system. That i s obvious. You can t8ke it from me 

that the cooperation at the present time i s excellent end thera 

are e great meny agencies involved and I em not eoing to tell you 

which ones . 

~ You do not contemplate t he establishment of a ne,,.; ap,ency'? 

'l'HE PR.Ii:SIDl!Yr : t;o . 

Q Has a CoordinBtor been appointed? '·-

Tm: PRESID.E.f\IT: 'There you bo • (Laughtr:r) 

4, it.r . President, Governor Fr Ftnk Murphy, of Michigan, was in town the 

nit-;ht before last . Di d be go dm•m to the \ih1 te House t o see you? 

Tl-GZ PHE;:;IJ:;J<:t~T: No, be did not . I dici not even know he was in town . 

"' Has the national C.e:fense progre1n reecbed a point yet where it can 

be discussed yet? 

THE PRl!SIDENT: r>ot yet . I t is getting on very well. 

~ ~orne months ago you or dered a survey of statisticF. now bein~ col-

lected from tb e Gove-rnment enci business men "ith th E< i c:ea of see-

ine if the burden can be ligbteJJed somewhat . i.'av e- you hflo 1'1 re-

port on that'! • 

' .. 
'1'&' PRESIDN'lT: \\hat commi t.t e ~· was that? 

Q The Central Statistica l ooa r d . It was the Centr~:~ l Statistic~:~l 

Board ' s study of these quest i onnaire s that .,.,ent out t c business 

men . 
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THE PRESIDENT: I don' t know; I have not heard anything. 

Q The Wall Street Journal had a story this mornine saying you would 

meet with the legislative leaders on the seventeenth . Can you 

tell us anything about that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am afraid that was just a story. 

~ - I was afraid of that, too . 

0, May I go back to the reorganization 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing ) v:ait a minute. In answer to Fred's . 

(Storm) questi on , I t hink that various l eaders of the House and 

Senate are going to begin errivine here eround the mi ddle of the 

month , some of them in the course of the next week, end will be 

comine · in f'rom then on until the fi rst of January . There a re no 

conferf!nce s planned and probably wheu they do come in tbey will 

come ann see me . The Speaker i s comine before Christmas end I 

t hink the Vice PresiC.ent is cominv oefore Christmas and one or 

tw0 others e fter Ch1'1Stma s . In oth~r v.ords , it will be the normal 

p~·ocedure of c.omin~ in before the ·congress begins • 

..; Two thir,gs v:hich attracted a lot oi' attelJtion i n the reorgani zat i on 
• 

dispute in Y1eshington were your suggestion as t o the Comptroller 

General and the Civil Service Co~nis~ion. Do you cere to say 

whether or not you are goine; to maintain the sarr.e a ttituoe in 
·,t 

your Messaee to Con~rf'ss on your suggestl 0ns? 

'J'h'E PRJ<'S!Jll<'NT : Only ec t o the gene,r a l objec~ive . In other word s , in 

the ca~e of the Comptrqll er General, !lractical~verybody has 

aer eed th11t eudi t and post-audit. an<1 pr &-audi t e r e seperate thinF,s . 

,... :v.r • • Pr es i d ent, e r ll any Feoeral Judc~eships imrr.inent '? 

TID; PRE:.Sivil T: I don' t think so ; not at le'-'Rt for the; ne:xt three or 

·' 

, 
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four · day~. · r· cannot l 'ook· further ahead than t-hat . 
' 

Q. Any other app'bintinents in, sight? 
·' 

THE! PRESID:ENI': No • 
. 
'Q. Do you expect t ·o recommend any legis.l atlon as to the extension of 

' . 
credit or capital loa~s to business? 

Tim PRESIDEl-iT: Not that I know of. 
. . 

Q. Mr. President , could you comment on the recall for consultation of 

our Ambassador to China? ~ 

TID. PR!SIDEJI.'T: No ; be ha s been there four years end I wanted to talk 

t o him and he wanted to come home to get a little breathine spell, 

so he is coming borne ~o speno a very short time and t hen will re-

turn immediately to t he Chinese Government. 

!.~ . STORM: Thank you, t.'r . Pr esi cent • 

• 

. . 
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THE PRESIDENT: Have you had a chance to read t his? (Indicating mime-

Ographc.:l copies of Press keleFI SA. ) 

MR • . ~:ARLY : They hev e not, 21r . 

T.fii!: t'R~IDI;1tr: Now , I thin'" possibly y'Ju fl'li('ht let me explain first 

and then rsad it a nd then get a com)let~ picture . 

For the last two year s I h'lve been c:mRidering .nor c nnd more 

the fino:~l disposal of 1·:hat amounts to probnbly the lo.r8est col-

lection of orig inal source mAt erial of al:nost anybou)' -Jver t he 

loRt quarter of a cent•.1ry :1nJ it is very voluminous . It i ncludes 

All :>f my pa?ers 1·:hen I v•<>.'l in th"' St·.~ t~ SE'n<~t~ , 'lll of tny :>er-

S"nAl p'lper <> when I w<,s in t;,<:> i;avy Department, 1ncluiins the war 

perio:l. ~t induies tne Vica Presidential Campai~n of 1920 and 

the Co:~veut ion of 19.2/,, ~hE:· Convention ot 1928, t he four ye&rs 

as Governor and t h3ve , up in Albany , si~:ty packi.n;;; cases full 01' 

t hose paper s of the Gove·rnorship . tt inclw!li!ll the Campaiens of 

1928 an.l 1930, the Pre:>itlrmti.lll C01r;Jp~ir,ns or 19.32 ~:~ nd 1936, plu~ 

P..cl tltc Pr<:sidcnti~l p:3per:- 'ln•1 tht> file I 0pernte . 

A.ft~r tai<in, .. t1,.. '•d vi ce 0r many hi s t:>'"ians and other s , their 

advi ce iii' t !l'lt ~·~ t~rir,l of that '<ind .for the futur9 ought not- to 

bn broken up. tt ourht t o be kept intsct. It ourht not to be 

sol1l r. t auction, it OUf:ht not to be SCI'l.ttered amono:; <'iesccnd ents. 

It should be kept in one pl~co and kept in its or1~1na1 f'orm be-

CAuse , s:> oftPn in thA pnst, ?reside~ti al ~11pers anJ other public 

pep .. rs have been culled over durinr t hE' lifetilll"' or the ov.ne r and 
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t he owner has t hr own out a ~reat deal of material whi ch he per-

sonally did not consi der of any i mportance which , however , from 

t he po i nt of vi ew of fut ure hi s t ory , may have been of the utmost 

i mportance . 

Ther efore , t n looki ng around as to what t o do with i t, be-

cause t his r elates not just to thR FederAl Government but to a 

ereat many othAr activities , such as my service in Albany a quarter 

of a century ago , ell the papers as Governor , a great many personal 

paper s t he t hsva r.o r elationshi p to the Federal Government , 1 t be-

came a question as t o wher e t hey should ultirn9t~ly be deposited , 

if deposita~ in toto, in one place . 

Then Cl'lr.ta the quest i.rm as t o whet:tar 1 t would not be better 

t o put them somawhere wi:er" I coultl pers-:mally bel:;> the ultimate . 
owner of. the p11pers in goinr- ova!" til em , l i.st ing them anf1 so forth , 

Annotatin,l7 t '1em . That mncle it r:~ lmost im'per11.ti ve thP.t t hey should 

be placed e t Hyde Pa:tj{ IHll', at t he s11me time , ths t t he O\\'Der.shi;> 

end tltl~ of all tnP. papers , books , et cet~ra , shouln be in the 

Federal Govern.1.Ant itself' . 

"Ginc"l 1910 - or in other ;•:ords fot' a pli'riod of 
t wHnty- eight years -- I hev~ car~tully pr eserved all 
of' r.ty co.rrespond euce , public paper s , pamphlet s , books , 
9tc . This i ncluies all i ncomine materiel nne copi es 
of' jJractically all outf,:> i n,;: mat 9rial. These years 
cov9:- my servi ce of nenrly throe year s i n t ha ~·!ew York 
St nt9 SenAte; .sev~n nnd one-half yearn. as /Wsist ant 
S9C1''3t:Jr;r or t:te Navy I inclurlinp- the ¥:orl t'l v.ar period 
anrl two tri ps t o :E.ur ope ; my business and le~al corre­
spondanC"' i much pol i tical mat erial between 1920 anci 
1928, 1nclu~ 1as ~ c~paign for the Vice Presidency , 
the 1921. Conv•.mtion , li0\1 the 1928 Convention ; my c'l1ll­
psi~ for Governor in 1928 end 1930 ; 911 of my personal 
pa per s ns Governor of .t-.ew York , 1929-1933 ; the c81ilpaigns 
for the 'Pr es idency , 1932 ann 1936 ; ~nd all of my Presi- · 
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dentiel paper s from March 4, 1933 t o date . 

"Because t hese paper s r elate t o so many periods 
and activities whi ch ere not connected wl t h my serv­
i ce in the Federal Government , I do not wi sh to break 
t hem u p, leaving a portion of them t o t he .Nat ional 
Archives E'.nd d ividin~ the res t between the St at e of 
New York Archives , the New Yor k St a t e Hist orical 
Society , the Dutchess County Hi s torical Soc i ety , the 
Harva rd College Li br Ary ." .. 

Anu I mi ~:ht add to that th~:~ 1\!avel ·r\ecords Office here . 
,> 

" In ot her word~>, it is my desire t hat they be 
kept es a whole and intact 1n t heir oripinel cond i ­
tion, availablE' t o s cholers of the future in one 
defir.i t e locelity . 

" I heve carefully consicer ed the- choice of 
local i t y •n~ for many rP,sons hPve d!i'cided thAt i t 
wou l r be be~t tbnt t hey r~n,nin pPrm~nently, on the 
~roun~:: o f m:1 f<~lr.il:• home :1t l!y:'te Perk, DutchPS9 
County, r'ew Yo::-k . 

·-
"I renli :tl' t-h··t t!J" 1 ihr<~r:• of C 'Uf'l' ~>::r. , t!1e 

l''r.t -1::-nal Jl.rchiYE's , t'IP. ~:e\·. Vor~: O:: t nte Lib r :n·y, 
Harva r <: lln ivPr::~i t y 'lnrl the- :·;p.,. Yorl· St ..,t!> 1 1i~tC'I,.1cfll 
t.oeiPty _ _ u 

" -- v·n111r1 "rl)hr>bly be ~l flri t.o h:<vr. th ~ v•hnl' col-
1"-c~ iC'In "intnc::t . It 1" rr•:r th?•J<>h1 , ro\' I'VE.r, thnt sm 
fJ!'!'ort uni t.y "XiK1.t< t o sP't U1' for th~ t'irE<t time in 
thi ~ COUntry \•,h"!t :nil ·ht. be Ce l lfH1 1'1 SOtl::"Cf' tnPtAri !'l 
colJect i<•n ro)"ltin r• fl'l r- 'T1'Cif'ic per1nrl in ':'U!' his­
t ory . " ~ 

"'i'hllt O'll't. Of rny fAI"il:.· ' P COUD1"1''' pl< OA At !:vc1€' 
Pnrk on whi(:/1 "'"' li v P 1dll, \"ithout. c'oubt, t'VCDt\IPlly 
ro t ~· thP .F'ede.r•, l Covrrnmt:'n t to bf' r.•P.inteine<l for t.hc­
ben <?fit nf t he :•uhli r by th~> F' 10dPJ'~l Govr rnrnAnt . 

"I t. 1 e , there fo-:-e, rr·:r thou:·ht tht~t func!e con be 
rPised f or the erection of o separate, :nocle:·n , fire­
proof builrlinr· to be built near rr.y ffl:r. ilv' :· hou::e at 
H·:de. Par}·, Ef) ie. i prnPr' tll''t it woul.' hoJ r n 11 of my 
01'.11 coll ect i ons nnd elso .euch otht>r source r;ote:•ia l 
ralAtinv t o tbiH peri od in our bi story 'lS :.it:ht be 

2 
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donated t o the collect i on in the future by other 
member s of t he pr esent Administration.• • 

'l:ell , of course , thet would include also members of the Adminis-

trstion when I 11as in Albany. Fred Storm, for inst ance , could 

leave his papers as part of that Administration. 

~ (Mr. St orm) I hevr P lot of them, Mr. President . 

~ (Mr . Durno) Only after he is dead . (Laughter) 

T~ PRr~IDENT : He would not part with them befor e that? 

~ (Mr . O' Donnell) It is A qu~stion of libel if published beforP that . 

(Leup,hter ) 

THi PHBoiDl!:Nl'; (Read inp, ) 

"I for~ot to mention tha t in eddit i on t o thP 
ve~ voluminous correspondence, I have also two 
rathP.r speclR11z~d coll€'ctions which e r e of some 
definite hiRtoric value: a collection 0f paintinrs , 
dr~vdnfs, prints, rr.anuccript letters ~nn documents, 
lor -books , pamphlets end books relatinP to the 
American Navy from 1775 t o date;~anct a smaller col­
lecti on of similar m~teri al relatin~ to the Hudson 
~iver , "n•l especiP.lly Dutchess County end the town 
of liyde Park . These c0llections woulri be !llAced in 
th~> nr'l•v,sed l>).lilt'11 nr-, to.~ether ~~i th t he public 
papers, etc . 

"I have also a very lRr~e number of books and 
pemphlets - fur nore thRn my chil•iren could possibly 
use , mAny :>f them inscribed by their authors t o me . 
The bulk -:!· t ~e~ ... books woul !} also be added t o tile 
contents '>f the buildinr-~, inc i dentally,. they 
f'orm t hP nucleus 0f " librar y reletinc to' t~is period 

• which wouln b.c evoilebl<o to 3tuuents in th€"""future . " 

' 

v:e:J", for e:xt~rnple , I ;·,·: s ju8t telkinr to Frnest Lindley An<! he 

r.{t 1, "lleve you pot vll tiH' books rclFttinll t v t nis ·Ad.JuinistrHtion?" 

T Sll i l\ , " 1 Ch<!ckr•rl And T h"V9 here in t h·"· .-~?U<'l' 'lbC'\lL three-

qw.rt<':-::. n!' ell -1 .. books that have been v .. r1:t.t.1n in th~> lei: t si x 

:'"''lr~ Abnttt this Mm1n1strnt1on . Thet i~ a f'OOd nucleun t o start 

with . ~ ost of th,.m hnve been ~iven t o ~<' by the eu thor$ themsel ves 

, 
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and that would mean the edding only ot whet ia miaaing, which is 

ebou~ twenty-five per cent)' 

"tt is my thought that it e building such as 
I suggest is erected entl the materiel - not only 
my own but that of others who would contribute 
their own material - is placed there, the title 

I 

t o the building and all the materiel would be vested 
in the United State~Government and placed un~er the 
primary responsibility of the Archivi st of the United 
States," 

Dr. Oonnor. 

"This would insurs permanent car e end the provision 
of adequate facili ties for its use . At the same 
time, being somewhat familiar with historical mate­
ria~, its preservation and · its availability for 
students and scholars , I should much like to heve 
the assistance of rAco~nized scholars in American 

. History and Government , past and present . That is 
why I beliP-ve that e collection of this kind should 
be under the supervi s i on of e committ en of historiens 
v:orking in cooperation v:ith the Archivi st .nnd the 
Librarian of Concr ess . 

. "It is my hope> that durine my lifetime I will 
continue to live in the frunily home at Hyde Park:, 
end if e period collection of this kind is permanently 
d~miciled on what is my own plece, I v·ill be able to 
give assistance t o the maintenance of the collecti on 
durinr. my lifetime. As I hevF. said befor~ , it is my 
expect!ltion t hat while the title to the coll ections 
Vlt;'uld vest immed i et e>ly in the Government, my family ' s 
bouse end that portion of the pl ace on which we live 
v:ouln revert t o the> Government on my death . 

"All of t hi s hn:: the approval and consent of 
my Mother who ov!Il:'l t.h~> or opE>rt y rlur i r.r her 11 fe> tir.;e . 

"I may ment i on t hot t!":;: ol -::cc a t .Hy<!e Pa rk i s 
locflted on the l~ ew York-Albany Post Road -- two hours 
from t\m•· York City by train or rr.otor, ano t our ono 
~nE>-half miles from the City of PouP"hkeepsi e , which 
has poocl hotel encl oth~>r eccommod!1tion,." 

.~ow, don ' t be -- (leuFhte-r) dnn ' t s le.ll' tna t l r. at s tatement . 

(Laughter) 

Q l ... r . President, I a!l: not quite clear. Do you mean the entire Hyde . ~ 
Park estate eventually? 
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. 
THE PRl.SIDJNr: I mean that portion on which we lln, that ponion tl'OII 

the Poet Road down to the toot ot the hill. 

MR. EARLY: ' Some time ago you permitted the announcement to be made that 

whateTer funds you received !rom newspapers and magazines, tr0111 the 

publication ot your papers , would be devoted to what we then phrased 

as "a national useful purpose." 

THE PRESIDENT: And that i s where those fUnds about which there were so 

many columns written , the mystery fUnd, that is wher e it was in-

tended to go from the very beginning and will go, not only my own 

rec~ipts from the newspaper s and magazines and publications , but 

also all t hat Judge Samuel I. Rosenman r eceived f r om the sam.e 

source . That is to say the net amount . 

I.!R. FARLY: Minus taxes . 

THh PRESIDENT: The gross amount less what I have to pay as taxes ana · 

what Judge Rose_nmen has to pay as t axes. 

Q Khat prompted your decision t o do t his at t his particular time? 

THE PRESIDli!NT: I have been thinking about it for the lest three years, 

three or four years . I suppose the amount -- you see , here is one 

thing about it: The amount of material that I ·have is so inl'initely 

l ar ger then that of any previous President that it creates a new 

problem. As I remember it, when we came in hera we were told that 

President Hoover, his mail averaged about four hundred letters a 

day. My mail bas averae ed , as you know, about four thousand letters 

a day . Well, there is ell the difference in the worl d. The r esult 

i s that just my Presidential f iles alone are so big t hat you couldn't 

possibly put t hem in any private house and I do not want t o put 

them ·just i nto s t orage . 

.. 



Q The cataloging ot your books baa progressed pretty :well. Ban you 

any i dea, approximately, how 1118DY boolca you han? 

THE PRESI DE:ll': Just on books alone I would estimate about seven thou-

sand here and about seven thousand at ~de Par~. 

Q Bow about the New York bouse? 

THE PRESIDENT: Ob , very few, only a few hundred , per haps a thousand. 

About fifteen thousand all told . And then , of course, i.n addition 

to that, if you get down to the question of pamphlets , I ·suppose 

just in my American Navy collection alone there must be of old 

pamphlets four or five thousand at least in addition and , of course, 

in my files ther~ are a great many other pamphlets and documents 

which have been going t o files rather than into slip cases ~- book 

cases . 

Q Of course thi s has never been done before in the history of the 

Government on the collection of papers. ~e wonder if you took 

the immediate step because of the recent developments in the past 
... ' 

year s with r Aspect t o t he Lincoln papers and the concern f elt with 

respect to those of other Presidents, v:here there has been 8 bewild-

ering lack of facts . 

THE PRFSIDD~: I have ~een interest ed in the subject 8 great many 

years of wha t happens to the papers of public officials • 
. 

Q. We still haven ' t got Lincoln ' s papers . Didn' t T. R. seve his end 
") 

build a special vault? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , they e r e in a fireproof storage place in Oyster 

Bey . 

1.1. Of course his collections are nowhere near as extensive as yours . 

THE PRESIDEl~: Yes, because people di d not ~Tite as much in those days . 
,, 
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Ourlouely eno1J8h '"it ( referrlDg t o T. R. 's collection) oonrecl a:p-

proximately the same period of years, a little oYer a quarter of 

a century, aa mine does . 
. 

Q Thera ia no reference t o t he filing or a diary? 

THE PRESfDEm': Ther e i s not. I t hi nk you will find among the papers 

t hree diaries t hat started on the f i r st of January i n three dif-

rerent year s , far apart . I think the mos t voluminous one ran t o 

the fourth of January. 

Q That i s like Mar k Twain . He kept it up for a week , got up, washed 

and went to bed , (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes . I tried it once and i t went on f or four days, I 

. ' 

believe. 

Nov:, I invited t o lunch the list which you have here. You 

know t hem all or know about them all . There is Ambassador Dodd ; 

President Graham of North Carolina University ; Archie 1.\acLeish, 

a writer, and I think he has been connected with "Time" ; Randolph 

Adams , Librarian of the Univer s i ty of Michigan ; ~dmund E. Dey; 

Dr . Connor ; Dr . Flick, St ate Historian e t Albany ; Gr. Charl es A. 

Beard; Professor Frankfurter; Stuart Chase ; Samuel Rosenman , who 

knows more about- my papers then anybody else ; anest Lindley , who 

has written more about the Administration t han anybody else ; Pr es­
'Pa1'~•" 

! dent Paxon of t he American lllstoricel Association ; Dr . Boyd , of 

The lllstorical Society of Pennsylvania ; W.r s . Helen Taft Menni ng, 

of Bryn Mawr ; Misa Marguerite Wells, Pres i dent of the League of 

Women Voters ; President Uorfi son, of Harvard University and Frank 

Vielker, of New York. 
. ~ 

Q Any i dee of the amount of the fund t o be r aised? 

,, 
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THE PRISIDEtlr: Well, we don't know, but Frank Walker has klndl7 of­

fered to take charge ot t!iat part ot it. There will be public 

subscription. All ot this general list, all of these ladies and 
' 

gentlmnen have been good enough to say that they are very keen 

about 1 t end go a.long. I am going to ask PJ::ofessor ll.oxfison, who 

is he~e. to say a few words about that because that is their bus!-

ness rather than m1ne. 

PROFESSOR SAMUEL MOR¥ISON: I th1nk I may say that the confer ence that 

the President called today was one hundr ed per cent. favorable to 

his proposal, especiall y because we who work in American history 

know how difficult it is to get at the recorda of the Presidents 

and of the lamentable mistakes which have been made i n the past 
• 

in disposing of and deal1np, with President' s records . It has 

been the custom for every President of the United Stat es , start-

ing with John Adams , the first who lived in this House , to take 

away all his papers with him and some of them , for instance the 

records of t he tVIo Anernses arP shut in ('I vault in Bost on where/ 

nobody can get at them. 

Tffi: PRESIDE~!I': Really? I diet not know that . 

PtWFF.SSOH MO.I¢ISON: Nobody allo1·;ed in except the family . 

Ot~ers h~ve penerall)' qone beck t o tbP. Pr~sident 1 s old home 

1•:here they heve been subject ed to a e:reat deal of dilapi dation . 

The Presidents have somet imes passed their declini~ year s in 

t rying to rearranee them , with unfortunate results because the 

order of the docUMents hAs been entirel y s~oilP.d . And t heir 

widows hnve given them away es souvenirs and childr en have ?layed 

with them and the rats have eat en them up. After o lApse of year s , 
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sometimes two or three generations, they are turned o~er to the 
' 

Library of Congress, which i s where the Jefferson, the Madison, 

the Monroe, the Washingt on and the Grover Cleveland and Theodore 

Roosevelt paper s ar e now. 

But .that i s an unsati sfactory system because, in the mean-

time , a great many of the papers have been di sposed of . The Lincoln 

peper s , for inst ance, wh ich somebody mention~d , er e scattered in 

numerous repositori es, s ince Mr s . Lincoln gave them away, and the 

historian does not knovr where to turn to find the information he 

wants . 

A great deal of the important evidence has been destroyed, 

some purposely, others b:r mere neglect and accident •. 

Thus PrPsident Hoosevelt hss pr oposed , for the f irs t time , 

t o keep all of his files intact . Of his predecessors , I believe 

President Hoover was the first one who did not destroy a consid-
·' 

erable part of the vfuite House files at the time he left . Presi-

dent Roosevelt proposes not only to keep his fil eR int~ct , but to 

plAce them i~~ediately under the administrRt ion of the National 
\ 

Archivist so that frotr. t he time they leave the \\bite House they 

will be under public contr~l and 1·:ill not be subject t o d111ipide­

tion or destruction o~ anythin£ else . The wholP. thiDf will come .. 

do~n in its ent irety t o the historians of the future . 

THE PRESIDENT: _Sam , do you want t o say anythine. about the Executive 

Committee , l'!hat we propose ·to do? 

P~OFESSOR MO~SON: The Advi sory Committee today is going to ap~oint 

a small Executive Committ ee t o act in collaboration with Dr. Walker 

(~ . Frank Walker) t o raise the necessary money for the bui lding . 

' 
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' Later I presume another oommi~tee will be appointed under 

the National Archivi st to a i d him in arranging the collections 

and the archives . 

I have spoken especially of the archives but, of course, 

equally important are those collecti ons of naval prints and pic­

tures , and the President ' s collection of naval books and pamphlets, 

which i s much the best collection of United States naval history 

in private hands today. That is a very important collection in 

itself and thet will be in the building with the rest . 

THE P~'SIDENT: Sam, do you want to say anything about the Advisory 

Committee having other peopl e besides pure historians , or in other 

words, the economists? 

PROFESSOR MORi!J:SON: The Advisory Committee today wuG just the nucleus 

and t o wh ich Pre ROi nu t o be edrlAd mon 'lnrl women who rPpres~>nt 

economics , sociolOf'Y and the various social sciences, that will 

be interAsted in thqsn peper s equ'llly with !'li s toril'ins . The his­

tori 'ln of' t he future wlll oe intr.rP.sted ir. thf:' economic trends 

of nur rl:'!y , the zocial movements ln l'l 0lar~<;e sense , just as much 

A3 he i s in the politi.Ml history , even more so . 

.. Who e.re the members of thP.t Advisory Coll!lr.i ttee'f 

PHOfESSOR i.iOR,iUSON : ThAt was the list that t he Pres i dent ~11ve you. 

Others, r epr esentinp the soci~l sci~nceG , for exampl e , ~~11 be 

added to it as it i~ r Rthar overloaded ~n the hi s torian side right 

now. 

lot Tile "mystery" fund ~rou spoke of will be u sed ns a nucleus a r ound 

whicb the public subscr iption will be r a ised, but you have no 

estimate? 
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THE PRESIDEm': Right . -

~ Any estimate or that, I mean the amount? 

THE PRESIDENT : I cannot tell you until I find the amount of my income . 

~ I did not unner s tend -- you made it perfectl y clear about your in-

come , but you sai d something about J"udge Rosenman?_. 

THE PRESIDENT: The same thinr f or him ; he edit ed t he five volumes . 

~ Does this mean there will be env chen<:e in )•our apreement or con-
~ . 

tract wi tb Handr:>m HouS'! , who s tarted publication of your St ate 
< 

papers? 

TilE PRESIDTh'T: \'ihot? 

~ Did Random House hllve nn:v ap.reement with you for publication of your 

pa;>ers? 

'l'HE PRl::SIDENT : Oh, ~f ':lS ; thflt i ~ "~DY i>Ubser~uent volwnes . 

-;(. This does not end that? 

THi PRESIDENT : Oh , no . 

\I. Hav e you t hourrht of th e physical ar.oect of thi s building? \\ill it 

be- o f coloni 'lt style, in ~eepinr v:ith Dutchess Cr:>unty? 

T :JL PRESID.fl:\"1' : That is a thin!': we ht~ vt? not rot ver y far on but the 
, 

9'enerel t;,9ught on tho pert of !:>Cveral e.rchi tf'cts + have thou,~ht 

of i s t he t it shoulj be jn kt••pi ng with older bttiltlinr-s wllich are 

typica l of t he l ocality . I t >'hr:>ulr· l)e t1 1mplP, not hirh, probebl~· 

one ?t or:•, l''lrl pr obf.obly l:uilL ~ ,. :hl.: !>tu~·' , like the older build-

i nus of Dutchess Cow1t~ · . 

~ ThP Pqst Office? 

•rHE PH:ESILE!:T : Yes . Jlbso1ut f.>ly sim;>ln but , of course , absolutely modern, 

\.., . ·. 
with fireproofJnco , r'nn , nor:edn:ve you heve to b13ve eir cqndi't1oninp 

or you hP.ve t o havP the $emp t empPreturP in t he record r oom the 

., 
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· year r ound . 

(Mrs . Roosevelt entered the room at this poi nt end spoke t o 

the Pr esident . ) 

THl! PRFSIOENI' : I have to ded icate a piano now. 

v How many acres in that pert of the e st ate v:hich will P.VEmtuelly ~o 

t o t he Government? 

THF PRESI DFNT : A hundr ed acres . 

Q. \l.hi ch will l Mve hnw much wh i ch docs not go? 

'I'HF, P:Vif:I !1Jl:l,T : I have n fern !' wP. y over on the other s i de of the road , 

way bock <~ nd that t as five or six hun:.lred acrP~ in it . 

<~ I thou.c;ht you:r e~tate was more th"ln ~ hundred acrCl~ where th e family 

hou~::e i r ? 

Tl{l:; PRFSit~'N]': Oh, r o . Yotl E'£'f> C'y <:i f' t er- i n- l "lv: ' s rl r; CE' i" ne:rt door . 

!.t~ . 8TOPJI,: Th<ml< yru , sir. 

Q Thi R, 0f cour!'l" , 1•·111 l'P nriv~tr durir g your lifet i me? 

THE PRLSI D:r:!'IT: N" , no ; Oh , rr.y , no . 

~ The minut t> you lP-"" l' her <! i t roes t 0 t he pt.<hlic? 

Ti-U<. P?.lS I DFM': 1\s soon , ... t h":: c~>n c-et 1t c!"r:-ngPd . 
,_ 

:.U?. ~OR!$ : 'fhen}: you , W.r . ?!'r> :o:Uent . 

• 
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\ 
House, 

Q (Mr. Mahoney) In the absence of Fred (Storm), we haTe nQIIlinated 

Ma~ Craig to sit down. 

Q (Mr. Godwin) Provided she won't ask any question about Quoddy. 

THE PRESIDENT: You a re elected, Ma~, it is all right. 

Q (Mr. Young) You sit down and do n<it ask a question, Malif· 
THE PRESIDENT: I suppose this carries in place of the Gridiron 

Dinner'? 

Q (Miss Craig) Did I hear anything'? 

Q. (Miss Craig) No, sir. 

cheers? t THE PRESIDE1'T: Did you hear applause and 

<t (!Itt'. Young) Sit there and don't say a word. 

THE PR~IDENT: We a r e sort of rubbing it in, aren 't we, Ma'? 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) She is go·ing to get td.· say, "Thank you, Mr . Presi-

dent." 

~ PRESIDENT: wnere is Ray Clapper? I have not congratulated him 

yet. 

Q Here he is. 

) THE PRESIDENT; Hello , Ray, congratulations. 

am glad I do not have to make a speech. 

Q Is that so? 

THE PRESIDENl' : Yes. 

Q A:re you sure? (Laughter) 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

Ray, nevertheless, I 

THE PRESIDENT: I have only got one thing and that isn't very exciting. 

h ' 
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I have by letter today increased the amount that can be loaned 

on i nsured mortgagee by the Federal Housing Administration 

tram two billion dollars to three billion dollars . They a re 

coming close to the end or their origi nal power, up to two 

millions, and they think because they are constantly insuring 

more mortgages that it should be extended, and under the orig-

inal Act I have the authority to extend it to three billion 

, 
and I am doing it . That is all there is. Mac (Mr. l•.lcintyre) 

has got the mimeographed copies of the letter to me and the 

authority tha t I am giving him . 

Q lf:r . President, ~1hy i s 1t this donkey over ::J.ere (indicating) hes 

elephant enrs? 

Tlill PfiliSIDlli'l'I' : ',;b,ic h one? 

Q The one there (indicating). 

•r.H:~ PhESIDE!1'r: Oh, those are not e lephant ears. You don • t !mow 

• your zoology . 

'-. ·rhey a re pretty big . 

• 
Q Cun you tell ·us anytlLinc a bout your talk v1i th r·.:r . Anthony ;;;den? 

TK:~ P.HES!:Ur:(:'l' : No, we agreed t ~a t; we had a very pleasant converse-

tion, talk, about many things , u nd bec!l.use I knew t hat he \'i& S 

going to the Press Club afterwerds I knew he would tell you 

everything he told 1r.o so th~:tt anything further would be unneces-

sery . (Laughter) 

Q So~e or us were not there . 

TID~ PH~H,r:IlT: I know . Isn't that 1:>. shame? (~ugh ter) 

Q l.:r . President, ca n you t ell us any thin£ R bout your t a lk today 

with Assi st~:>.~t Secreter~· of thA t-i11vy Churles :Sdison? 

.. 
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THE PRl!SIDENT: Oh, just the usual every month or six weeks talk 

over general things. ~othing in particular. 

Q Mr. Pres! dent, it is understood that Senator Guffey has recan-

mended Judge Muamano tor the vacancy on the Third Circuit? 

THE FRESIDENT: I did not know anything· about it. He must have 

recaumended him to the Attorney General. 

Q. How are you making out with your appointments? 

THE PR1'SIDENT: Oh, they are gradually coming to a head. Ian' t that 

what we call it? 

Q Progress? 

THE PRESIDENI': That is what happens to a boil. (Laughter) 

Q Is it as painful as that? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Very nearly. 

' Q. They have to be picked, don't they? 
' . 

~ PRESIDENT: Yes, that is the trouble. 

Q. Secretary I.iorgenthau said yesterday he was studying the possibil-

ity of making loans to Latin American countries. Can you add 

anything to that? . I · 
THE PRESIDENT: No, I do not think there is anything new to be adde~ 

• 
to ft. 

Q. Will you comment on the cotton and tobacco referendums held last 

week? 

THE ~!DENT: I think what the Secretary of Agriculture said was 

about right. 

Q, How is your legislative program coming on? 

THE PRESIDENl' : ' All right • 

Q Meeting any opposition or _getting any advice? 

·-

30. 
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THE PRESIDElfl'.: Lots or advice and no opposition. (laughter) 

Q When will you see Vice President Garner? 
! · 

THE PRESIDENl' : I think he is getting here saturday. 

Q Can you tell us about the advice you are getti~g? 
THE PRESIDENT: No; they always t ·en you f i ret, eo i t is all right. 

Q Mr. President, do you know about the prepaid medical service plan 

that the District of Columbia Medical Association is proposing? 

THE PRESIDENI': No. Wh.at is it, sort .of a slot machi.ne? (Laughter) 

Q No, it is so much for ·the family under $2500,00 income. 

THE PRESIDENT: No , 

Q Mr. President , how is your Christmas Tree business this year? 

TKE PRESIDENT: Well~ I think it is aU right . I am se~ling about a 
' 

thousand trees this year . 

Q About a thousand? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q Are they good price? 

THE PRESID~: About like last year . 

Q. (Mr. Young, nudging Miss Craig ' s ann) Hurry up and say "Thank you." 

(Laughter) 

MISS CRAIG: Thank you, !Ill' . President. 

(Following the conference one of the reporters asked the Pres-
,_ 

ident whether there had been anything special in his confer-

ence with 1~. Splawn, Chairman of the I.c.c. The President 

indicated that the discussion had been general and also indi-

cated that he expected a report on the railroad situation 

sometime around the end of this week.) 
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