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CONFIDENTIAL :
Press Conference #503, =
Warm Springs Foundation,
Warm Springs, Georgia,
November 25, 1938

Q@ What's the news, lir. President?

THE PRESIDENT: None at all -- you had it all last night.

Q Any comment on the British action to close Palestine to further
Jewish lmmigration?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing more than I read in the paper.

rﬂTac]Iu\na\é]

Q@ That was a statement by the Colonial Secretary Malcolm MeDonald
to the House of Commons, objecting to the proposal to allow
one hundred thousand more Jews?

THL PRESIDENT: Yes.

§ Any new appointments, ir. President, new Judgeships, or anything?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't think we have any at all. I can't think
of anything. You will get lots of news this afternoon. We are
going over at George's request to Pine liountain Valley. (Laughter)

Q@ (Mr. Trohan) I hope we stay over about five or six hours.

THE PRESIDENT: I think that will do it -- we'll about be back in time
for supper.

Q I think you are doing this deliberately. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: What date do you want to go again? Saturday?
Tomorrow? :

& I hear they have 1ice, sleet and snow in “lashington, Mr. President.

TH PRESIDENT: Really?

Q¢ Six inches.

THE FRESIDENT: Gosh, what do you know about that.

Q See how well we timed it -- maybe we can stey another week.




THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
I can't think of another thing.
Q Has it definitely been decided which day Ambassador Wilson is

coming?

THE PRESIDENT: Have we heard, Mac? Sunday or Monday, I should think.

Can you think of anything else?
Q Have you heard from Rayburn or Bankhead?
THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't think we have heard at all.
Q@ How is the National Defense program coming along, Mr. President?
THE PRESIDENT: All right, as far as I know.

@ Anything on railroads, lLir. President?

THE PRESIDENT: No -- we haven't gotten a pouch this morning. ‘When
is it coming down?
(Mr. lMeIntyre answered.) [é,.mmML'ﬂ

THE PRESIDENT: (Addressing liiss Burk White, photographer for Life
l'agazine) How does i1t feel to hang out of an aeroplane by your
feet? Why don't you tell these boys something about hanging
out of an aseroplane by the feet -- I think they need it.

| (Laughter)

| ¢ lir. President, there were some figures from the ILabor Department

in the paper this morning, that employment has picked up by

900,000 from liarch until the end of October. is there any comn-
ment you have on that?
TH< PRESILENT: What are you driving at Fred (Storm)? Maybe I can

help you. \/hat kind of a story do you want me to give you?

Q@ A good bullish, business story.
THs PRESIDENT: Well, employment has picked up =-- no question about

it., But, of course, you always have to remember this -- that
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when employment picks up it doesn't necessarily mean that

relief rolls can drop in proportion immediately, for the very
good reason that we all know that last lerch (when we gave the
figures out) there were & good many hundred thousand people who
were out of work, needed work and there wﬁa no work for them.
You see? In other words, the relief appropriations did not em-
ploy,at the low point, anything like all the people who needed
relief.

Q What do reports show now on the general business gituation through-
out the country?

THE PRESIDENT: Increasingly better. Another fact, of course, is that
production in most industries increases faster than the reem-
ployment of laebor. That is one thing we have had to contend
with right slong. and also we have 1o take into cnnaidarafian
that the number of people seeking work is & constantly yearly
increasing factor, because the population is going up. To put
it in & sirmls way, if there were thirty million (teke any round
figure) people employed at the peak of, what was it? the spring
of 1937, today there would be several hundred thousand additional
people who would have ta be employed to make up the boys and
girls coming of age, that 1is, getting to the working age.

Q Does populution increase about two million a year?

TH: PRESIDENT: I don't know what the figure is. I don't think it
is as much as that, Felix (Belair).

@ Mr. Hopkins told us &t Hyde Park the last time, that a permanent

curtailment in WPA relief programs probably would teke plece,

and that it was not so much & matter of employment increase &s

a matter of policy. He seemed to indicate -~ :




THE PRESIDENT: [%ntarpoaing] I don't understand it well enough.
Q Can you give us in round numbers, Mr. President, what you will
ask for from the Congress for relief for the next year?

THE PRESIDENT: No, not untilltha third of ianuary.
Q@ Is 1t possible that Dan Bell will be down hﬂfu?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Wheat are you golng to do at Pine Mountain Valley?

THE PRESIDENT: What is the program, Mac?

(Mrs. Roosevelt whispers something from back seat of car.)

MR. MeINTYRE: Just about an hour's program there, ir. President,
somewhat like they put on last year, and you &are to meke a few
well chosen remarks.

§, Where is it to be held?

Iixte MeINTYRE: Cutside.

THE PRESIDENT: It is going to be u yood day -- it's all right.

Vell, no Georgia news?

Q@ I think you handled that situation. lir. Smith {H_alph Smith, of
the ~tlanta Journal) 1isn't asking any questions todey. (Laughter)

@ (lir. Ralph Smith) Vell, that was out of my hands anyway, and
everybody agreed with you.

THy PrESIDENT: I think so =-- it's going to help.

& (Mr. Ealph Smith) I hope some day you will express yourself sbout our’
County unit_rula.

THE PRESIDENT: Ralph, you would have to explain it to me first.

Q Mr. President, I do not know whether you care to go into it or not.

It is rether difficult to understend. You see, we could have nom-

inated a Senator down here with thirty thousand votes. The rural
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districts are kicked up. I figured it out, teking this county
for example, Senator George got 1100 votes in this county. The

other fellows got 1050 apiece. There are 20,000 people disfran-
chised. They have no voice at all. It isn't representative
government -- it isn't popular govermment.

THE PRESIDENT: What was the total number of votes cast?

Q The total number was something over 231,000.

THE PRESIDENT: How many eligible voters in the State?

Q The registration showed scmething over EDﬁ,DDD. In Fulton County,
however, George didn't carry a majority of the votes. It isn't |
representative. If it were based on the Electoral College, for
example, or on population, but it isn't.

THEE PRESIDENT: Wouldn't i1t be more useful, instead of talking about |
the party political angle, ﬁo talk about the general subject of
county govermment and local govermment? |

Q We have so many of those counties, however.

THE PRESIDENT: But in one wﬁy you are not nearly as badly off as we
are in the State of New York, because we have in addition to our

fifty-seven counties outside the City of New York, 905 townships

and each one of those townships has a complete local govermment
of its own, including a Highway Superintendent, and the Commis-
sioner of the Poor, and agsessors, etc. We have a great many more
layers of govermment than they have down here. But on the other

- hand, in Georgia it is still the rule when e&n ex-Governmor dies to
divide another county and make a new county, naming it after him.

Q (Mr. Ralph Smith) When I began writing politics we had 125 counties

. and now we have 159 counties.
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THE PRESIDENT: Has anything been done in this State to study the
North Carolina system of highways and schools?

Q No, nothing at all.

THE PRESIDENT: Because the North Carolina progress is probably greater
than eany other state in the South.

Q (Mr. Ralph Smith) It is developing much faster than any other.

THE PRESIDENT: Much faster, much faster.

(Mrs. Roosevelt whispers to the President, asking whether he has
seen some surveys on this subject being made in Georgia.)

THE PRESIDENT: I have heard about those surveys, but you know, as I
remember it, in North Cerolina, starting in about 1925, or 1926,
they borrowed money up to the hilt to build highways and within
three cr_fnur years of the completion of any given highway, the
real estate value of the properties adjacent to those counties
amortized all of the bondage. This is a very interesting thing.
It pays for itself. It brings it in in taxes.

Q@ If Rivers goes on he is trying to centralize all the govermnment in

Atlanta, and all appropriations in Atlanta, and it will be to

the interest of the counties to merge. Fulton absorbed two addi-
tional counties. It isn't fixed on population; as Fhe Constitu-
tion says,.the six largest counties shall have three representa-
tives, no matter how large they are.

THE PRESIDENT: So, roughly speaking, the most spﬂ;saly settled county
that you can probably find to live in, you get more representa-
tion there than in other places? .

Q Have you received any reaction to your Press Conference statement

the other day about Georgia and WPA? The State Constitution --




503 -- 7.

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, no reaction except what you said.
Unquestionably the State will do something about it. We are

not saying what should be done as long as unmthing_:l.s done

about it.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #504,

Held 'in front of the Press Cottage,
Wearm Springs, Georgia,

November 29, 1938, 11.00 A.M.

THE PRESIDENT: I did not know where you were. I stopped at Fred's
place.

Q Weﬁdiﬂ not move up very much.

THE PRESIDENT: Doris (Miss Fleeson), how are you? I am glad to
gsee you. \

Q@ (Miss Fleeson) I was all right until they handed the kitchen
plete to me as a welcoming present.

THE PRESIDENT: I heard about it from the Ambassadors. I heard you
take care of them very well.

Q@ What can you tell us about your talkx with the Ambassadors?

THE PRESIDENT: I can tell you that Captain Ross T. McIntire hes been
made Surgeon General of the Navy.

& Already? (Laughter)

Q I thought you were trying to build up the Navy, Mr. President.
(Laughter)

DR. McINTIRE: Oh, dear, I did not suspect that from you.

Q (Mr. Storm) Congratulations, Admiral. I will say a good word
for you.

Q 1{!&135 Fleeson) You will overcome me.

THE PRESIDENT: This is not Storm, but if I were writing the story,
I would say that one of the principal motives in the selection
was that the position of Surgeon General nowadays calls for

more than merely looking after Navy health. In other words,

1t calls for a knowledge of and cooperation in other things,
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such as public health and international medicine and other
Effiliﬂtﬂdffiﬂlﬂﬂ.
Q When will Dr. McIntire take over his new duties, Mr. President?
THE PRESIDENT: I do not know, nor does he. (Laughter)
Q What are the "other fields"? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: The next piece of news is that Marvin McIntyre is

very sick -- he went %o bed at quarter past nine last night.
(Laughter)

MR. McINTYRE: That is off the record too.

Q@ He did not stay in, though, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, you mean he went in to fool Ross (Dr. McIntire)
and then got up again?

Q I won't say anything more. |

MR. McINTYRE: That is the first time Fred (Mr. Storm) ever lied |
about me in his life.

THE PRESIDENT: The third piece of news: I am about to appoint --
I think the Commission will come down today =-- Mr. Ed Eicher,
of Iowa, to the S. E. C. That is the Haines vacancy.

& How is that Eicher spelled?

THE PRESIDENT: E-—I-—G—H—E—Rr.

% Can you give us some background on him? He retired but did not
run again, did he not?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q@ What is his qualification?

THE PRESIDENT: He has a ganerai knowledge of economic problems. I

think you can look up what he did in the House. Also they need

somebody from further west.
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Q While you were out in the West, did you pick an Associate Jus-
tice for the Supreme Court?

THE PRESIDENT: No. |

Q@ Do you need somebody from the West for that vacancy too?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not taken it up at all.

Q Can't you tell us anything at all about your conferences with
(Ambassadors) Phillips and Wilson?

THE PRESIDENT: I could not write a story if I tried -- I literally
could not.

Q@ I will if you talk about the conferencs.

THE PRESIDENT: No, you could noﬁ. You could not write a decent
story about it even if you were sitting in the room.

Q@ (Mr. Trohan) I would have liked that too.

G (Mr. Durno) Mr. President, did you notice Father Coughlan's
latest stories?

THE PRESIDENT: NoO.

Q He has gotten into this picture. If you have not noticed him, I
guess there is no comment.

Q Who is going to succeed Dr. McIntire at the White House?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I guess we will have a combination which includes
him. Isn't that the best way of putting it?

DR. McINTIRE: I think that is good.

Q@ I think you will have to introduce his successor to us graduallé.

THE PRESIDENT: No, I think it will work out all right.

Q@ When does thaut appointment take effect?

THE PRESIDENT: The first of December.

Q Is Mr. Wilson going back to Berlin?




THE PRESIDENT: Not now.

Q Eventually?

THE PRESIDENT: I said, "Not now."

Q He objected last night to the phrase "indefinitely™ as bad. Is
that so?

THE PRESIDENT: He was right.

& The information that they (the Ambassadors) submitted to you, was
there anything new in it that you had not received before, or
was it just a general discussion of this problem?

THE PRESIDENT: General discussion.

& Will you see them again after you return to Washington, Mr. Presi-
dent?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Phillips is going back about the tenth, I think,
and I will probably see them a couple of days after I get back
to Washington.

Q lir. President, cailld you corment on Joerﬂennaq?'s action with respect

i?ﬂvnﬁJ
to the British censoring a newsreel firm over there?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know anything about it except what I read in
the papers and therefore cannot comment.

& Do you expect to see Kennedy in the near future?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes. He is coming over but I cannot tell you
whanl

¢ Did you read the story in the morning's papers on the New Orleans
Cotton Exchange's view on crop control?

THE PRESIDENT: I read it over hurriedly. I saw one paragraph that

crop control would be abandoned. Is that right?

Q It suid there must be help but not through loans, that the farmer




should be compensated.

THE PRESIDENT: What is the plan?

Q They have no plan. They said they proposed some basic prineciple.
I see Marvin Jones (Representative Marvin Iunaa] and I thought

Sk might be the subject of discussion today?

THE FRESIDENT: It is just the same o0ld story. They set forth certain
ob jectives and no plan tn.carry them out.

¢ What about a processing tax?

THE PRESIDENT: That is a different subject. TFirst you have to get
your plan and afterwards find out how to finanéa it. But they
do not offer any alternative or substitute plan and it is
typical of most of the resolutions that are passed, quite frankly,
by groups of that kind, the N. A. M., National Association of
Manufacturers, and so forth and so on. They set forth perfectly
good objectives and no alternative or substitute method of carry-
ing them out.

Q@ Can I go back to Joe Kennedy a minute? Is his trip at your special
request?

THE PRESIDENT: No; leave, holiday.

¢ I understand that Chicago has invited you to toss the first shovel
in the $40,000,000 subway. Any chance of you doing it?

THE PRESIDENT: No chance of getting out there. Vhen are they going
to start it?

Q@ Very soon, I understand.

THE PRESIDENT: No. VWhen I go back to Washington I have got to dig in.

'MR. MeINTYRE: You have also declined the invitation to Florida.

Q@ Also the Insane Asylum at Milledgeville? (Laughter)
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Q When are we going to unﬁ an Ambassador to Russia?

THE PRE.SIDEIPI:: I do not kmow.

Q Who is reporting to you on conditions in Russia?

THE PRESIDENT: The embassy. Things are going along all right.

Q Colonel Mac (Mr. McIntyre) would be a good man.

THE PRESIDENT: He is too close to the reds.

Q I know. You might send Dies (Congressman Dies) to Russia. I be-
lieve that would take care of everything.

THE PRESIDENT: Hamilton-Dies -- Martin Fish and Hamilton Dies -- so
that both parties have got them now. (Laughter)

Q@ In the diplomatic pouch which &rriéad yesterday morning from
Berlin, there 1s a story that appeared in the official Navy pub-
lication -- a German admiral wrote the story -- in which they
said they had information from Japan that Japan had laid down
four 45,000-ton battleships. I was wondering whether, on such
information, this country would invoke the escalator clause?

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to ask the Navy Department and they
won't tell you. (Laughter)

Q@ I know they would not.

& That is destructive criticiam.

THE PRESIDENT: Have you played our golf course, Brother Whigham?

Q (lr. Whigham) Yes, I have.

THE PRESIDENT: How do you like 1it?

@ Very well laid out.

THE PRESIDENT: This is rather a nice story of golf which you will

appreciate. I was driving over the course when it was-under

construction. We got to the eighth hole, and Donald Ross who

26
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laid out the course said to me, "This is a trick hole. It is
a good deal further than it looks. It is pretty nearly a full
midiron."™ Then we went up to it and it was trapped on both sides,
with a precipice on one side and woods on the other end. If you
did not land on the green, you were gone. I said to Mr. Ross,
"That is a terribly discouraging hill. A good player can take
eight or nine on this hole and he is going to give up golf."
"Oh,"™ he said, "no. You know, it is a gmme of psychology."
He said, "He will feel that way until the end of the eighth and

then he will stevo over to the ninth tee and see all the kingdoms

of the earth, and he can chop or slice or pull and he has no
trouble. He will get to the bottom of the hill."™

@ There 1s a magnificent expanse there.

@ Mr. President, I have an inquiry as to whether Governor Bailey,
of Arkansas, is under consideration or has been elready named
Federal Judge for Arkansas.

THE PRESIDENT: ©Oh, no; nothing has been done on that. He came up
here to talk about the P, W. A, thing.

G For the University?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know -- the University and several other
things. Ig Balley coming back?

MR. McINTYRE: Yes, sir; he expected to but was going to call me
this morning.

€@ Is Frank Murphy coming down?

THE FRESIDENT: Noj; somebody still has to eat crow. I am sorry.

¢ What about Speaker Bankhead?

THE PRESIDENT: He is coming. Mr, Bankhead is coming here Thursday




'THE PRESIDENT: I do not think so. Do you know of any?
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and, is Sam (Representative Sem Rayburn) coming?

MR. MoINTYRE: No, sir; I do not think so. He is going to stay in
Iuhingtt;n, but he was not definite.

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot think of anything else.

Q Thank you, sir.

Q Oh yes you caﬁ. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I was & bit worried about Harold (Mr. Oliver) being
hurnéﬂ up in the middle of the night.

& We had to have a negro with a bucket of water and a dipper, throw-
ing it on the fireplace as it caught fire.

THE PRESIDENT: Where does it catch?

Q The mantel has a wooden frame that runs all around it, right down
to the outer edge of the fireplace, so that when the logs go out
or start popping --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) It just catches?

Q@ It catches from the heat, too,

THE PRESIDENT: I think this cottage has been on fire once a year
gince it was erected, and the other Josephs' cottage catchasn

fire every year, too.

Q@ Any Georglans coming down this week before you go?

MR. McINTYRE: Yes, there are, but it i1s not definite yet.

MR. STORM: Thank you, Mr. President.
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In front of the Press Cottage,

Warms Springs, Georgla,

December 2, 1938, 12.00 o'clock, noon.

Q Can you tell us anything about your talk with Mr. Hopkins?

THE PRESIDENT: Talk with Hopkins?

Q Yes, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: I have not had any talk with Hopkins yet.

Q I thought you had one yesterday afternoon.

THE FPRESIIENT: We had a grand dinner party last night, together;
that is not a talk.

Q How about Ambassador Bullitt?

THE PRESIDENT: Same thing. I am sorry to spoll a good story, Fred
(Storm) .

Q& You have not spoiled mine, Mr. Presldent.

Q@ Frank C. Walker is down here. Has he a formal appointment?

THE PRESIDENT: He has not a formal appointment. He is coming to
lunch.

Q@ Mr. President, could you tell us about your conference with the
Governor and Mr. Camp?

THE PRESIDENT: We did not have a conference.

Q@ No conference?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Had a nice social talk. Sorry. Aren't I giving
them a bad time, Ed 7

GOVERNCR RIVERS: You are doing very well.

Q@ Did the social talk cover any state matters?

THE PRESIDENT: No, social.




Q

Did the Gévernor assure you, Mr., President, that he would coop-

erate in bringing about a method whereby Georgia would bear

part of the cost of --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Oh, well, that will be taken care of

all right, I think. We are all agreed on that. Incidentally,

Ralph (Mr. Smith, reporter for the Atlanta Journal) referred

to his friend in the private shop and of course it ought to be

made clear in all the papers in this State that, in the first

place, the State has received its quota and, in the second

place, of course in every state the overwhelming bulk of the
the

money goes to/municipalities, the counties, the cities, the

school distriets, et cetera and so on, and there has never

been any trouble in the State of Georgia on that part. That

is the bulk of the money. And the State, I think, 13 up to

its quota. Isn't that right, Ed?

GOVERNOR RIVERS: I think it is somewhere near it. I have not

checked it. Of course our attitude has been and will con-
tinue to be cooperative on the whole progrem. I agree with

your statement thoroughly.

THE PRESIDENT: We will be able to get around the technicallties.

GOVERNOR RIVERS: I think, unquestionably, everything is going to

Q

THE PRESIDENT: I have not the faintest idea. I have not begun to

be all right.

Mr. President, at Chapel Hill, in your speech, are you going to

touch on the international situation?

write it. I have not even thought about it.

Q It is going to be on a national hookup?




THE PRESIDENT: I don't kmow.

Q Did you ever hear from the Joint Railroad Committee?
THE PRESIDENT: Not yet.

MR. McINTYRE: I ticked up and they are not ready. They are having
another meeting the first of this week.

Q How about a powerful speech this afternoon?

THE PRESIDENT: I think I will turn over the speechmaking to other
people.

Q Ir. President, in the conference this morning, was there any sug-
gestion of help to the State of Georgla in meeting the payments
to school teachers?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

& Very splendid conference, thank you.

Q@ I am afraid, as Managing Editor today, you won't qualify. My
assignment sheet is sort of blank.

THE PRESIDENT: Can't you talk about the return of warm weather?

Q@ We have.

Q We are enjoying it and letting it go &t that.

THE PRESIDENT: You might wiite a pilece about Bullitt in search of a
good climate.

Q Doesn't he like France?

THE PRESIDENT: When he arrived from the other side he decided he
would want some nice warm weather and he went to Bermudes and
froze to death. Then he camgrback. hit a snow storm and then
he went down to the Bahnmns_;;;re they rained him ogt. Finally

he ceme to Warm Springs end now he is getting it.

Q@ Put him in Josephs' Cottage, Mr. President.




THE PRESIDENT: Does Harold (Mr. Oliver) still lay awake nights,

smelling smoke?
Q (Mr. Oliver) More than smoke. (Laughter)
Q Are you ready to talk yet about the details of the legislative

program?

THE PRESIDENT: No. You are only about a month ahead.

Q No appointments?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Didn't Hamilton Fish say he would teke that place in Russia?
(Laughter)

Q After Anthony Eden makes his speech in New York, will he come down
to see you at the White House?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not any idea.

MR. McINTYRE: I am checking on that up in Washington. I did not even

know he was coaming.

Q@ We understand you had a caramang of leaunching the new Admiral yes-
terday? |

THE PRESIDENT: It was very nice. I understand yéu had a fleet review
too?

Q We had one last night. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: With Admiral Storm on the bridge of his battleship?
(Laughter)

Q@ I had to tow it.

THE PRESIDENT: I will tell you what I am doing now in about fifteen

minutes. I am going to inspect a piece of property below the

- pool that belongs to the Foundation, with the idea of seeing if

we cannot put a little dam across a gully -- it is the creek.

Sa L
What do they call the creek? The Cascade -~ it is on that




" MR, STORM: Thank you, Mr. President.

EOS == B

orql{,ud put a little dam across and have a fish pond.

Q What are you gﬁing to stock it with?

THE PRESIDENT: Brim and largemouthed bass.

MR, McINTYRE: Have you the title to lu;l it, considering my holdings
here?

THE IEEI?HFI': Yes.

Q Are you doing al;y*bhing ‘on a new pool yet?

m PRESIDENT: No. I think this pool will go along all right for

four or five years more anyway.
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Press Conference #506,

Executive Offices of the White Ermn,
December 6 193&, 410 P.H-

THE PRESIDENT: Glad to see you, How are you all? Well, Dean, (Russell
Young) the report on the life and works of those who accompanied
us to Warm Springs is that they were one hundred per cent. Now,
that is going some. They behaved better than they do in Washing-
ton. Now, that is my influence.

Q@ (Miss Fleeson) I thought it was mine. (Laughter)

Q (¥r. Storm) Thank you, Mr. President. Such a reputation must be
deserved.

Q (Mr. Godwinli Did you take that picture of Fred?

THE PRESIDENT: It was all right. That was not Fred's fault. You can-
not blame him for that. Blame the lady that took it.

@ (Mr. Godwin) Fred got off at Alexandris this morning. He got off
and walked home in disguise.

THE PRESIDENT: He will be explaining that for a year.

Q (Mr. Godwin) He will have to do a year's explaining in twenty-four
hau;a.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: They tell me I heve told them everything down at Werm
Springs. (Laughter)

\, Mr. President, can you tell us anything about your conversation this
afternoon with the Ambassadors?

THE PRESIDENT: No; just conducting conversations, no news.

Q Since you got back have you had time to consider appointments?

THE PRESIDENT: Not one.
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Q Can you tell us enything, sir, about this five hundred or fifty

million dollar loan to Cuba from the Export-Import Banks?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know a thiné about 1t.

Q@ Hasn't it aama_ﬁo you yet?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't know a thing about it.

Q@ Have you reached any conclusions yet about your armament program,
about the scope and length of time of it?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet.

@ Did Secrefary Morgenthau report anything today of the work of his
new committee on fiscal and monetary problems?

THE PRESIDENT: Just talkine things over, that is all., I don't think
there will be any particular news from it ever. In other words,
it is one of those informal committees that meets from time to
time, that is talking it over with people ocutside of the committee
and then talking it over with me. I don't think there will be any
formal report,

Q@ Have you any suggestions for Secretary Ickes! Mayoraldty cempaign?

TH: PRESIDENT: No; I haven't talked it over with him.

Q@ There are frequent rumors that you mey go down to the Lima Confer-
ence at the end, or towards the end. Can you tell us anything
about that?

THE PRESIDENT: I guess there is no further news on somethins on which
there has never been any news. (Laughter) |

@ Can you give us any idea as to when the tax progrem will be on its
way to completion?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing on that at all; nothing more than there was a

month ago.




Q Anything on the estimated cost of this new armaments prugrnn?‘

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q@ When do we start for Lima, Mr, President? (Laughter)

Q Senator Guffey demands that you run for office again in 1940, Will
you accede to his request? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there is any news on that either.

Q Mr. President, do you contemplate makiﬁg an address to the Lima Con-

ferénue by radio?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

2 Mr. President, would you care to comment on the Franco-German peace
pact?

THE PRESIDENT: No, {Laughtér} You are gettine lots of chancag_tcday.

Q@ Do you care to discuss your plans for receivinz Anthony Eden?

THE PRRSIDENT: I have not got any plan for receiving Mr. Eden.

% It was stated that the State Department had sent over a request.

THE PRESIDENT: I suppose when he gets here I will receive him just as
I have a great many other foreign parlismentary bodies. I assume
he will be brought in by his Minister and I will be very glad to
see him as I have seen = great many in the past,

¢ Can you tell us on whag dats Governor Murphy's appointment will be
sent to the-Sen;te for Attorney General? (Laughter)

THI. PRESIDENT: Gosh, they are getting better and better all the time.
I am going to have all these questions framed, because this par-
ticulgr_timﬂ they nre good.

& Will it be the same d;y that you send Bob Jackson's name to the

Senate? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, getting better and better.
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Q Cen you discuss the budget possibilities, that is -

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) -That you won't get anything om, liter-
ally, until the third day of January, and I suppose we will have
it the day before, one of those sit-around-the-floor conferences, |

to talk it over on the second.

'‘Q In reference to your determination not to name anyone to the Fed-

eral Bench ‘who has reached the age of sixty, will you ever take

into consideration other factors and waive éhat in ‘some cases or
is it an inflexible rTule?

THE PRESIDENT: The only way 1 can answer tﬁat is on the basis of past L
performance. I have had. a2 great meny ¥equests and a grest deal
of pressure, as you know, from a great many members of the Senate
and House to put'on people over sixty and, so far, I think that
we have only put on -- what wes it? -- two people over sixty-nine
and those, I think, were both promotions from the District Court
and on the understending that they would retire when they got to
be seventy. .

4§ Wee that vour understandine with Judge ﬁilliems in Oklahoma, that’
he would retire when he was seventy?

THE PRESIDENT: I think so. Youﬁhad better check up with Homer Cum-
mings, but I think so.

@ I think he wrote a letter signiffing that desire.

Q Mr, President, do such fectors as reemployment or industrial recov-
ery enter into the Administration's poliey of national defense?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I am sorry to destroy another good story.

Q@ Is there anything new on the refugee problem?

THE PRESIDENT: Whet is that?




Q@ On the refugee problem? e

. THE PRESIDENT: No, nothing new on that.

G Mr. President, are you considering the making of any suggestions

for amendment of the Wagner Labor Relations Act?

THE PRESIDENT: That has been studied, I suppose, since the day it was
passed and it is continuing to be studied, the whole of the Act.

@ Can you tell us about your conference with Mademe Perkins and Chair-
man Madden in that connection?

.THE PRESIDENT: The primary purpose of the conference was to take up
some conditions that I was asked to look into when I was in the
South, in s mill town in the South, and the thing seems to have
been prettv well streizhtened out in the last couple of days.

. What wass your answer on thst nationgl defense? Does it mean that
there is no pump priming involved in the national defense program?

THE PRESIDENT: That is correct. In other words, national defense is
national defense and nothing else.

© Will you tell us what you did telk to Ickes about?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, if you had seen whet he brought in with him you
would have known what I telked with him about. I think he had
110 different books for me to sign, to initisl, to clean up on
final projects. I signed steadily-fnr one hour.

¢ You said, "ecleaning up on final projects."™ Did you mean that liter-
ally? Is that the end?

THE PRESIDENT: DMNot entirely, becasuse they are still getting certain
revocations coming in from day to day. The only thing 1s that we

cannot realloeate any money that the local people turned back

through inability to go through with it unless .the new project:
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can be started by the éirat of January, so that the time is get-
ting awfully short. I don't suppose it will be more than a very
few days more before we have to say no more new projects because,
under the law, they won't be able to start before the'first of
January.

@ In the matter of naticnal defense, have you fixed in your own mind
eny proporticn or any per cent. of the new money needed which
should be raised by taxation on e sort of "pay as we go" basis?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q@ Do you think we should raise part of it without = fixed percentage?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know yet, ¥red (Essary); we haven't got to that,

«w I seem to recsll that you remarked here once that you thought some

of that money ought to be raised by texation as in the cese of

any other expensive project thet Congress might provide for.

THE PRESIDENT: Certainly, as & general propositicn national defense
ought to be paid for on » pay as vou go basis, becsuse it ie not
a self-liguidating projeet in eny wey.

You see there are, according to the practice of some coun-
tries like, Tor instence, Sweden -- do not imply from that that
I am goling to do anythings like that -- but in some other countries
they have differentisted between three types of expenditure: The
first is the sctual cost of running the Government in its current
work and they try to raise all of that by taxation. Then they
have two other classif'ications of expenditures. One is the ab-
solutely self-liquidating expenditure, such as -- well, for ex-
ample, Boulder Dam would be -- where the dam is completed and the

contracts for the sale of water and power are all signed and we
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know that over a period of yearh it is going to pay itself out.

And then they have a third classification -- I have forgot-
ten what the technical term is -- but it is the type of expendi-

ture which will so increase the national welfare or, putting it

the other way around, the national income, that there will be a

resulting return of the money-thrnugh the ingrease in' netional
income over a period of years. It is not actually salffaustainﬂ
ine in the sense that vou have cantraégs out. But national defense,
very clearly in my judgment, falls under the category of something
that ought to be peid for from year to year.

¢ That is why I differentiated between the new money necessary to
carry on the program and the usual budgetary sums to be set aside,
the additional money for the liavy, as an example.

THY PRLSIDENT: Well, it ought to be paid for as we go along.

Q@ Even if it takes additional taxstion?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes; but, of course, that might, on the other hand, as
I suggested, leave out of consideration certein expenditures of
the Government which are self-liquidating. Therefore, Q.E.L., it
may Egz_he necessary to increase the totsl amount of taxes cnming'
in. However, it is & matter thet is being étudieﬂ; it i=z a long
and diffieult study; nothing hes been determined upon and it is B
purely in the study stege.

« Do wou plan to stay here after Conrress convenes?

THE PRESIDENT: I plen to be right here until the end of Februsry.

4 You are not going up to Hyde Park?

THY PRESILENT: Nos. I don't think I have any engagements except per-

haps to plant some more cherry trees or something like that
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(laughter), and then we are starting the succession of dinners,
etc. I think those are the only dates we have,

@ You heard sbout Paul Anderson's death?

THE PRESIDENT: I know. ‘I am sorry; he was a very old friend of mine.

It is too bad, he was a grand fellow.

@ In connection with the national defense program; one of the War De-
partment reports indicated the other day thet we are far behind
technically as far as airplane production is concerned. Have you
had any reports indicating that that is so?

THE PRISIDENT: No, I have not had thet. I don't believe there is
anything in that -- not technically,

% The program of the Civil Aeronautics Authority to promote eivil
flyiﬂg, has that any connection with the defense program to train i
a lot of civilian pilots?

THF PRESIDENT: Of course the training of reserve pilots is all part
gf any program for an incresse in the number of plsnes that the
Government has aveilable to po in the mir.

@ Instead of training them purely in purely military plasnes, is there
sny plen for a Civil Aeronautics program where they will be used
as a sort of reserve in this announced plan?

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of. of course you train s pilot on
the same kind of & plane for civil aviation as you do for military
eviation when you teach them to fly. There is no distinection.

& Is that to be handled for the Army end Navy?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; I have no idea.

W - *hen you mske your recommendations on national defense, will they

include the use and conservation of natural resources used in
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national defense, or will they deal strictly in the military as-
pect?

THE PRESIDEﬁT: What sort of things do you have in mind?

Q@ Energy sources and minersls.

THE PRESIDENT: No, I do not think so. No, the only thing that might

be a part of any national defense program would be certain resources

which we have not got in this country. You know that the Army has

made several recommendations saying that the Navy should have cer-
tain stock piles of things we have not got, like manganese and
nickel and a few other things of that kind, sand that does enter
into ﬁ-nﬁtiﬁnﬂl defense program. They are things we do not have
here.

'y bight you not coddle a domestic mangenese industry?

THE PRESIDENT: No, it costs too much.

& That requires legislation, does it not, to bulld up those things?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

W, Do you know of any report which hss been drswn up showing legal
means by which this country might take economic sanctions against
countries that discriminate agsinst us on trade matters?

THE PRESIDENT: Noj; nothing thot has not been reported on since the
Act was first passed. I have not seen anything for vears on that.

3 3 4 - i 5
“R, STORM: Thank you, ¥r. Président.




CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #607,

Executive Offices of the White House,
December 9, 1938, 10.45 A.M.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT:. I em seeing the Committee from the National Seaway

Council right after the Press Conference, and they are giving

me a letter and I am making a short statement in reply, asnd Steve
(Mr. Early) will have a cﬁpy of it when you go out. I don't think
there is anything else I can think of,.

@ It is reported that Senator Lodge is advocating a sixty-dollar-a-
week old age pension. Is that one -- does that come under the
classification of a shért cut to Utopia?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; I think the whole thing is being studied
by the Board on Social Security.

Q@ It is sixty dollars a month.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. The whole subject is being studied.

Q Mr. President, there is a report from lielbourpe, Florida, that a
man named Kammerer wired to you an offer of 20,000 acres of land

to be used as a place of réfug& for Jews driven out of Germany.

THE PRESIDENT: Never heard of it. Mac (Mr. McIntyre), did you see
any telegram?

MR, McINTYRE: No, sir.

& Mr. President, Harry Hopkins yesterday spoke of the possibility of
gome chances in relief procedure to meet some of the eriticism
that has been directed at W. P. A, Have you anything to say on
that?

THE PRESIDENT: I think that is up to Congress.

L
A
1
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Q ﬁnythiné to say about your reorganization annrerénna yaﬁtardar?

THE PRESIDENT: No, except we made good fragrasn and undoubtedly there
will be reorganizetion legislation in a broad sense asked for and
probably bdlls introduced by various members of the Congress, as
last year.

Q Mr. President, you made very good progress in that report that :Bnt
to Congress and it was not successful in the Legislature. Do you
expect any material changesé | ‘

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; I have no idea at all. You see the point
is a very, very simple one. We all admit, even some of the colum-
nists, whose names I need not mention, admit that we do need to
improve the Government. That is the big, sslient point. Congress,
everybody else, hes probably got as much information dating back
forty yesrs as they will ever have. And now, who passes the legis-
lation? Whose responsibility is 1t? It is the responsibility of
Congress. That is just about as far as anybody can go.

4 Will there be a liessage?

- THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

& Will it be soon? Is it one of the things that you hope for or have-

in your mind for action soon?
THE PRESIDENT: Vell, I hope at the coming session.
o Right off the bat, if possible?
W Mf. President, will you ask for it in ome bill or s number of bills?
THE PRESILXWT: That is entirely up to the Congress, ss it was last
year.

@ Mr. President, there was an allowance to the Budget Bureau of

+200,000., if I remember correctly, for exploring this subject of
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reorganization. Has there been any report?

THE PRESIDENT: Not reorganization. That was studying various ques-'
tions of administru£ion, actually administration, and they are
at work.

Q@ That is not connected with reorganization?

éHE PRESIDENT: Only as a result of reorganization. It is an adminis-
trative study, not looking towards a reorganization bill but look-
ing towards the’ proper functioning of Government if we zet reor-
ganization, which is a different thing. That study is going on
today. |

@ No report?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

¢ Lamar Hardy, United States Attorney, was in yesterday. Was he fol-
lowing through on the conferences he had with you in Hyde Park?
we understood it wes on the spy --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) We talked over the whole spy situation

and at the same time he told me again whet he hed been saying for

| a year, that he really, for personal ressons, had to get out, to

: resign as District Attornev. I very reluctantly said thEE_I could
not demand thet he stay any longer and he will retire sometime in
January. There has been no specific date set.

But tpe impnrtant thing wvas that we discussed what has been
done on the spy situation in the past. .Em did a perfectly amazing
job in this spy trial in New York. It is a very easy thing for
a8 District Attorney to spend his time trying vetty criminals but

it is a difficult thing to go right to the source of one of the

most difficult criminal problems that we have in the country and
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that is spiles.

Continuing what I sald at Hyde Park, we are going to'gak for %
additiuna; appropriations to meet a situation which is by ﬁo means
ended by this trial. In other words, the root of this thing, the
roots go down pretty'deap. I suppose a way of putting it is that
we need in the United States no 0. G. P. U., or what is:tha other
thing we have -- we do not need any secret police in the United
States to watch American people, to watch our own people, but we
do need our own people to watch the secret police of certain other
nations, which is a very excellent distinction to make, and there-
fore we are going to ask for more money so that our people can
check up on the activities of the secret police of other nations.

I think that covers it pretty well.

@ Mr. President, at Hyde Park you mentioned the idea of coordinating

the activities of the various Govermnmentel agencies?
THE PRESTDENT: That has been done.
W Hms any step been taken? _ |
Tdl PRES1LrT: That has been done; it is working.
v Wwhat is that, coordination?
THE PRESIDENT: Coordination of the different agencis: o1 i%r Govern=-
ment.
@ The different police egencies?
THF PRISIDENT:- No -- well, the different intelligence sgenciez of tue
Government.
w Loes that incluce the ililitary end liaval?

THE PRESIDENT: It includes all kinds of things.

< Wwould you care to be specific -- woul? wou care to state specifically
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what steps have been taken?

THE PRESIDENT: That is one of the things I am not going to tell you,
and I don't think it ought to be asked about because, very ob-
viously, if you run stories of the exact workings of the intel-
ligence system you are going to destroy ninety per cent. of the
value of thet system, That is obviocus. You can take it from me
that the cooperation at the present time is excellent end there
are 8 great meny sasgencies involved and I am not going to tell you
which ones.

¢ You do not contemplate the establishment of & new sgency?

THr PRESIDENT: No.

&, Fas a Coordinstor been appointecd?

TH PRESIDENT: There you go. (Laughter)

& %¥r. President, Governor Frank Murphy, of Michigen, was in town the
night before last. Did he go down to the wWhite House to see you?

TH: PRESILENT: No, bhe did not. I did not even know he was in town.

| w Has the nationel cefense progrem reeched a point yet where it can

be discussed yet?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. It is getting on very well.

.. Some monthe sgo you oraered a survey of ststistice now being col-
lected from the Government and hg&ineﬂs men with ihe icea of see-
ing if the burden can be lightened somewhst. I[=ve you hed s re-
port on that?

IHt PRESIDENT: What committee was that?

« The Centrsl Statisticsl Board. It was the Centrsl Statistical

Boerd's study of these questionnaires that went out tc business

nmen.
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; I have not heard anything.
& The Wall Street Journal had a story this morning seying you would

-

meet with the legislative leaders on the seventeenth, Can you
tell us anything about that? b

THEF PRESIDENT: I am afraid thet was just a story.

& I was afraid of that, too.

¢ May I go back to the reorganizetion --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Wwait a minute. In answer to Fred's
(Storm) question, I think thet various leaders of the House and
Senate are golng to begin erriving here eround the middle of the
month, some of them in the course of the next week, and will be
coming-in from then on until the first of January. There are no
conferences planned and probably when they do come in they will
come and see me, The Speeker is coming before Christmas snd I
think the Vice Presicent is coming oefore Christmas and one or
two others efter Christmes. In other words, it will be the norme
procedure of comins in before the Congress begins.

w, Two things which attracted s lot or attention in the reorgenization

v
dispute in Washington were your suggestion as to the Comptroller
Genersl and the Givil Service Commission. Do you care to say
whether or not vou are going to maintﬁinJ}he sare attituce in
your MEssﬁpe to Congress on your suprsestions?

THE PRESIDENT: Only sc to the general objective. In other words, in

the case of the Comptroller Genersl, vractically gverybody has

sgreed thuet eudit and post-szudit and pre-audit ere seperste things

 ir..President, ere any Feceral Judseships imminent?

THE PRESILINT: I don't think soj not st least for the next three or

291
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four days. I_u;nnot Yook further ehead then that.

Q Any uthef appﬁéntmenta in sight? |

THE PRESIDENT: No. | i1

é Do you expect to recommend an} legisistlon és to the extens;on of
credit or capital loans to busiﬁessf‘

THE ;RESIDEET: Not that I know of.

] Mr.'Presideut, could you comment on the recall for consultation of
our Ambassador to Chinae? .

TTE.PRESIbENT: MNo; be has been there four yeasrs end I wanted to talk

to him and he wanted to come home to get a little bresthing spell

so he is coming home to spend s very short time and then will re-
turn immedietely to the Chinese Government.

1R, STORM: Thank you, ¥r. Presicent.

-

292
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Press Conference #508, (Special), ' .

Held in the President's Study at the White Louse proper,

December 10, 1938, 3.45 P.M,

THE PRESIDENT: Have you had a chance to read this? (Indiecating mime-
graphed copies of PTESH'HEIEHSH-}

MR. EARLY: Thev have not, sir,

THE PRESIDENT: Wow, I think possibly you mipht let me explain first
and then read it and theﬁ get a complets picture.

For the last iwo years I have been eonsidering more and more
the final disposel of what amounts to probably the larzest col-
lection of original source material of.almost anybody over the
last quarter of a century end it is very voluminous. It ineludes
all of my papers when I wea in the Etnte Senate, all of my ner-
sonal papers when T wss in the lavy Departiment, incluiine the war
period. Tt incluijes the Vice Presidential Campaign of 1920 and
the Convention of 1924, the Convention of 1928, the four years
as Governor and I have, up in Albany, sixty packins cases full of
those papers of the Governorship. Tt includies the Campaiens of
1928 and 1930, the Presidential Campeigns of 1932 and 1926, slus
all the Presidential papers sud ‘the fil@_I nperate,

Aftar teking the ndvice of many historians and others, their
advice is thst natarial of that xind for the future ought not- to
be broken up. 1t ought to be kept intaect. It ourht not tg be
sold nt auetion, it oucht not to be scattered amone descendents.
It should be kept in one place and kept in its orizinal form be-

cause, 8o often in the past, Presidential pavers and other publie

papers have been culled over during the lifetime of the owner and
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the owner has thrown out a great deal of material which he per-
gonally did not cnnsider of anﬁ importance which, however, from
the point_ur view of future history, may have been of the utmost
importance. .

Therefore, in looking around as to what to do with it, be-

cause this relates not just to the Federal Government but to a

great many other activities, such as my service in Albany a quarter
of a century ago, all the papers as Governor, a great many personal
papers taat have no relationship to the Federal Government, it be-
came a questlion as to where they should ultimately be deposited,
if deposited in tuto; in one place.

Then came the question as to whetha2r it would not be better
to put them somewhere wher= I could personally help the ultimate
owner of. the papers in goins over them, listine them and so forth,
annotatineg them. That made it almost imperative thet they should
be placed at Hyde Park anéd, at the same time, that the ownership
and title of all the pepers, books, et cstera,:shouln be in the
Pedérﬁl Government itself,

Therefore tais nlan: (Headinz)

"Sinee 1910 - or in other words for & period of
twentv-eight years -- I heve carefully preserved all
of my correspondence, public papers, pamphlets, books,
2tc. This includes all incoming materiel and copies
of practically all outgoing material. These years
cover my service of nearly three yesrs in the New York
State Senate; seven and one-half years as Assistant
Secretary of the Navy, including the Vorld Wwar period
and two trips to Europe; iy business end legal corre-
spondence; much political material between 1920 and
1928, inecluding my campaign for the Vice Presidency,
the 192/ Convention, snd the 1928 Convention; my cam-
paizn for Governor in 1928 =nd 1930; all of my personal
papers as Governor of hew York, 1929-1933; the campaigns
for the Presidency, 1932 and 193; and all of my Presi~
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dentiel papers from March 4, 1933 to date.

"Because these papers relate to so many periods
and activities which are not connected with my serv-
ice in the Federal Government, I do not wish to break
them up, leaving a portion of them to the National
Archives end dividing the rest between the State of
New York Archives, the New York State Historieal
Society, the Dutchess County Historical Society, the
Harverd College Library,"

And I micht sdd to thet the Havel 'Heeord; Office here,

"In other words, it is my desire that thev be
xept a5 & whole and intact in their original condi-
tion, evailable to scholsrs of the future in one
definite locelity.

"I have carefully considered the choice of
locality =nd for manv reasons heve decicded that it
woul? be best that they remain permanently on the
groundz of my family home at Hyde Perk, Iitchess
County, Mew York,

"I penlive thrt the Library of Congreas, the
Fational Archives, the New York EZtsnte Library,
Hervard University and the Hew York State fistorieal
Society -.M

and athers

"ee would rrobebly be eglad to hnave the whole egol-
laction intact. It is my thoueht, however, that an
opportunity exists to set up for the first time in
this eduntry vwhat micht he celled = source materiel
collection relatine tn e epecific nerind in sur his-
tory M 2

That ie a very importent tnines becsure, so far as we know, it has
never been done before.
"That part of my family's countrv plece st lvde
Park on which we live will, without doubt, eventuelly

=0 to the Federsl Covernment to be meintsined for the
benefit of the mublie by the Federsl Government,

"It 1=, therefore, mv thourht that funds can bhe
raised for the erection of = separate, modern, fire-
proof bullding to be built nesr my familv's house st
Hrie Perk, eo decsigned thet it would hold all of my
own colleections snd e1s0 such other source meterial
relating to this period in our history as might be

2
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donated to the colleetion in the future by cther
members of the present Administration."

Well, of course, that would include also members of the Adminis-
tration when I was in Albany. Fred Storm, for instance, could
leave his papers as part of that Administration.

v (Mr. Stcfm] I have o lot of them, Mr. President.

% (Mr., Durno) Only after he is dead. (Laughter)

THE PRESILENT: He would not part with them before that?

(Mr. 0'Donnell) It is a2 question of libel if published before that.

(Laughter)

THI PRESIDENT: (Reading)

"T forgot to mention that in eoddition to the
very vcluminous correspondence, I have slso two
rather specialized colleetions which 2re of zome
definite historic valus: a collection of paintings,
drewings, prints, manuseript letters znd documents,
los-hooks, pamphlets =nd baooks relatines to the
American Navy from 1775 to date;rand a smaller col-
lection of similar meterial relatines to the Hudson
niver, rnd especially Iutchess County =snd the town

f Hyde Park. These collections would be nlaced in
the nronosed buildine, together with the publie
papers, ete, -

"] have also a very larse number of books and
pamphlets - far more than my children could possibly
use, many of them inscribed by their authors to me.
The bulk »f taese books\y:;&j also be added to the
contents »f the building d, ineidentslly, they
form the nucleus of & library reletine t& this period
vhich would be esvaileble to 3tudents in thefuture."
wns just telking to Frnest Lindley and he
got sll the books relating to tiais Adwinistration?"
said, "I checked and I hnve here in ths Zouse sbout three-
nof £ll the books that have been written in the lest six

venrs ahout this Administretion. Thet is a pood nueleus to start

w05t of them hrve been ziven to re by the suthors themselves
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and thet would mean the edding only of what is missing, which is

']
about twenty-five per cent.!

o Dr.

Now,

"Tt is my thought that if a building such as
I suggest is erected and the material - not only
my own but that of others who would contribute
their own material - is placed there, the title
to the building and all the materisl would be vested
in the United States Government snd placed under the
primary responsibility of the Archivist of the United

States, "

Connor.

"This would insure permenent care and the provision
of adequate facilities for its use. At the same
time, being somewhat familiar with historicel mate-
rial, its preservetion and-its aveilebility for
students and scholers, I should muech like to have
the assistance of recognized scholars in American
Iistory and Government, past and present. That is

why I believe thet a collection of thie kind should

be under the supervision of 2 committee of historiens
workine in cooperation with the Archivist.and the
Librarien of Congress.

: "It is mv hope that during my lifetime I will
contirue to live in the family home at Hyde Park,

end if & period collection of this kind is permanently
domiciled on what is my own pl=ce, I will be able to
give assistance to the meintensnce of the colleeticn
during my lifetime, As I heve said before, it is my
expectation that while the title to the collections
would vest immedietely in the Government, my family's
house end thest portion of the place on which we live
would revert to the Government on my death,

"All of this hacs the approval snd consent of
mv Mother who ovns the propertv during her lifetime.

"T mav mention that the olece at Hyde Park is
located on the New York-Albsnv Post Rosd -- two hours
from New York City by train or motor, sna four and
one-half miles from the City of Poughkeepsie, which
has good hotel end other sccommodationsa."

don't be -- (leughter) dnn't slem tont last statement.

(Laughter)

§ lir. President, I am not quite clear.

Park estate eventueslly?

L
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TﬁE PRIQIHEHT: I mean thgt_puréiun on which we 1i1u, that portion from
the Post Road down to the foot of the hill.
f MR.-EﬂRBY=‘ Some t;me ago you permitted the announcement to be made that
| whatever funds you received from newspapers and magazines, from the
publication of your papers, would be devoted to what we then phrased
4 as "a national useful purpose,"

; THE PRESIDENT: And that is where those funds about which there were so

many columns written, the mystery fund, that is where it was in- E
tended to go from the very beginning and will go, not only my own
receipts from the newspapers and magazines and publications, but
also all that Judge Samuel I, Rosenman received from the same
source. That is to say the net amount.

MR, EARLY: Minus tazxes.

THr, PRESIDENT: The gross amount leéss what I have to pay as texes and -
what Judge Rosenman has to pay as tﬁxes.

¢ What prompted your decision to do this at this particular time?

THE PRESIDENT: I have been thinking sbout it for the last three years,
three or four years. I suppose the amount -- you see, here is one

thing about it: The amount of material that I ‘have is so infinitely

larger than that of any previous President that it creates a new
problem. As I remember it, when we came in here we were told that
President Hoover, his mail averaged about four hundred letters a

day. My mail hes averaged, as you know, about four thousand letters
a day. Well, there 1s all the difference in the world. The result
is that just my Presidential files alone are so big that you couldn't
possibly put them in any private house and I do not want to put

them -just into storage.

L e R 4 T
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Q The cataloging of your books has progressed pretty well. Have you

any idea, approximately, how many books you have?

THE PRESIDENT: Just on books alone I would astimata.nbout seven thou-
sand here and about seven thousand at Hyde Park.

Q How about the New York house?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, very few, only a few hundred, perhaps a thousand.
About fifteen thousand all told. And then, of course, in addition
to that, if you get down to the question of pamphlets, I~suﬁpcse
just in my American Navy collection alone there must be of old
pamphlets four or five thousand at least in addition and, of course,
in my files there are a great many other pamphlets and documents
which have been going to files rather then into slip cases =- book
cases, |

@ Of course this has never been done before in the history of the
Government on the collection Qf papers. ke wonder if you took
the immediste step because of the recent developments in the past
VEears w;ih respect to the Lincoln papers aﬁd the concern felt with
respect to those of other Presidents, where there has been a bewild-
ering lack of faets.

THE PRESIDENT: I have been interested in the subject a great many
years of what happens to the papers of public officials.

% We still heven't got Lincoln's pspers. Didn't T. R. save his and
build a special vaui%?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, they are in a fireproof storage place in Oyster
Bay.,

W Of course his collections are nowhere near as extensive as yours.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, becasuse people did not write as much in those days.
L1 ""'., )
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Curiously enough it (referring to T. R.'s collection) covered ap-
proximately the same period of years, a little over a quarter of
a century, as mine does.

Q There is no reference to the riling'nf a diary?

THE PRESIDENT: There is not. I think you will find among the pﬁpers
three diaries that started on the first of January in three dif-
ferent years, far apart. I think the most voluminous one ran to
the fourth of January.

Q That is like Mark Twain. He kept it up for a week, got up, washed
and went to bed. (Laughter) i

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I tried it once and it went on for four days, I
believe.

Now, I invited to lunch the list which you have hers. You
know them all or know about them all. There is Amhassﬁdor Dodd ;
President Graham of North Carolina University; Archie MacLeish,

a writer, and I think he has been connected with "Time"; Randolph
Adams, Librarian of the University of kichigan; Ldmund E. Day;
Dr. Connor; Dr. Flick, State Historian at Albany; Ur. Charles A.
Beerd; Professor Frankfurter; Stuart Chase; Samuel Rosenman, who
knows more about-my papers then anybody else; Ernest Lindley, who

has written more about the Administration than anybody else; Pres-

Fiiiih
ident Paxon of the American Historical Association; Dr. Boyd, of

The Historieal Society of Pennsylvania; Mrs. Helen Taft Manning,
of Bryn Mawr; Miss Marguerite Wells, President of the League of
Women Voters; President Moqfison, of Harvard University and Frank
Walker, of New York. .

@ Any idea of the amount of the fund to be raised?

= i R L 5 T et
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, we don't know, but Frank Walker has kindly of-

fered to take charge of that part of it. There will be public

subscription. All of ?hia general list, all of these ladies and
gentlemen have been good enough to say that they are very keen
about it and go along, I am going to ask Professor an}ison, who
is here, to say a few words about that because that is their busi-
ness rather than mine,

PROFESSOR SAMUEL MORJISON: I think I mey sey that the conference that
the President called today was one hundred per cent. favorable to
his proposal, especially because we who work in American history
know how difficult it is to get at the records of the Presidents
and of the lamentable mistakes which hafe been made in the past
in disposing of and dealing with President'!s recurds; It has
been the custom for every President of the United States, start-

ing with John Adams, the first who lived in this House, to take

e

- away all his papers with him and some of them, for instasnce the
records of the two Adamses are shut in a veult in Boston whare/”_"
nobody cen get at them.

THE PRESIDENT: Really? 1 did not know that.

l PROFESS0R MU@&IBDN: Nobody allowed in except the family.

Othere have generallv cone beck té the President's old home
where they have been subjected to a great_deal of dilapiaation.
The Presidents have scmetimes passed their declining years in
trying to rearrange them, with unfortunate results because the
; order of the documents has been entirely snoiled. And their

widows have gi?én them away as souvenirs and children have played

: with them and the rats have eaten them up. After s lapse of years,




sometimes two or three generations, they are turned over to the
'Lihrary of éongruss, whi;h is where the Jefferson, the Madison,
the Monroe, the Washington and the Grover Cleveland and Theodore
Roosevelt papers are now.

But that is an unsatisfactory system because, in the mean-

time, a great many of the pespers have been disposed of., The Lincoln

papers, for instance, which somebody mentioned, are scattered in

numerous repositories, since Mrs. Lincoln gave them away, and the
historian does not know where to turn to find the information he
wants.

A great deal of the important evidence has been destroyed,
some purposely, others by mere neglect and accident.

Thus President Roosevelt has proposeﬁ, for the first time,
to keép all of his files intset. Of his predecessors, I believe
President Hoover was the first nné who did not destroy =a cqnsid-
erab%e part of the White House files at the time he left, Presi-
dent Rocosevelt proposes nét only to keep his files intact, but to
place them immediately under the administration of the National

Archivist so thet from the time they leave the White House they

will be under public control and will not be subjeet tc dilapida-
tion or destruction or anythine else. The whole thing will come &
down in its entirety to the historians of the future.

THE PRESIDENT: Sam, do you want to ség anything sbout the Executive
Committee, what we propose to do?

PROFESSOR MURﬁISDN: The Advisory Committee today is going to appoint

a small Ixecutive Committee to act in collaboration with Dr. Welker

(¥r. Frank Walker) to raise the necessary money for the Euilding.
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" Later I presume another committee will be appointed under
‘the National Archivist to aid him in arrenging the collections
and the archives.

I have spoken especially of the archives but, of course,
equally important are those collections of naval prints and pic-
tures, and the President's cmllaction of naval books and pamphlets,
ﬁhich is much the best collection of United States naval history
in private hands today. Thet is a very important collection in
itself and thet will be in the building with the rest.

THE PRISIDENT: Sam, do you want to sey anything about the Advisory
Committee having cthe; pgeple besides pure historians, or in other
words, the economists?

PROFESE0R MDRﬁISDN: The Advisory Committee today was just the nucleus
and to whieh =2re gzoine to be 2dded men and women who represent
economics, sociology snd the various social sciences, that will
be interested in these papers equelly with historians. The his-
torian of the future will be interested in the economic trends
of our day, the csocial movements in a large sense, just as much
a3 he is in the politiesl history, even more so0.

4+ Who are the members of that Advisory Committee?

PROFESSOR MORMISON: Thet was the list that the President zave vou.
Others, representing the social scisnces, for example, will be
added to 1t as it 1= rather overlonded on the historian side right
NOW. )

« The "mystery" fund vou spoke of will be used ne a nucleus around

which the public subscription will be raised, but wvou have no

estimate?
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THE PRESIDENT: Right. .

Q Any estimate of that, I mean the amount?

THE PRESIDENT: I cennot tell you until I find the amount of my income.

'Q I did not understend -- vou made it perfectly clear gbuut your in-

come, but you said something sbout Judge Rosenman? '

THF PRESIDENT: The same thine for him; he edited the five volumes.

: & Does this mean there will be anv chence in yvour agreement or con-
tract with Random House, who started publication of your State
papers?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

@ Did Random Hbusé have any saereement with wou for publication of your
papers?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes; that ic any subsequent volumes.

% This does not end that? |

TIHD PRESIDENT: Oh, no.

(. Have you thopght of the physical sspect of this building? Will it
be of coloninl stvle, in keeping with Dutchess County?

THE PRESIDENT: That is a thing we have not ¢ot very far on but the

'

general tahsught on the part of several architects I have thought
of is thet it should be in keeping with older buildines which are
typical of the locality. It shoulc be simple, not hirh, probably
one story, nnd probably built of rieldi stoas, like the older build-
ines of Iutchess County.

) The Post Office?

THE PRESILENT: Yes. Absolutely simple but, of course, ebsolutely modern,

4 with fireproofine, and nowadaye vou heve to hsve air cqnaitinninﬁf

or you heve to have the ssme temperature in the record room the

1
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year round,
(Mrs. Roosevelt entered the room elnt this point end spoke to
the President.)
THE PRESIDENT: I have to dedicate a pisno now.
¢ How many scres in that part of the estzte which will eventuelly go

to the Government?

THE'PRESIDFNT: A hundred acres.

G, Which will lesve how much which dces not zo?

THE PrRESIDENT: I have a farm swev over on the other side of the roed,
way beck and that has five or six hundred acres in it.

i I thoursht wvour estate vas rmore thsn = hundrec¢ scres where the family
houege is?

THE PRESILFNT: Oh, ro. You sgee my sister-in-lsw's rlzece is next door.

MR, STOHM: Thasnk you, =ir.

% This, of cource, will be private during your lifetime?

THE PRESIDFNT: No, no; Oh, my, no.

& The minute yocu leave here it goes to the publie?

Thr PHRESIDENT: As soon re thev een m‘-ft it erranged.

MR, STORM: Thank you, Mr. President.
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Q (Mr. Mahoney) In the absence of Fred (Storm), we have nominated
Mhﬂ Craig to sit down.

Q (Mr. Godwin) Provided she won't ask any question about Quoddy.

THE PRESIDENT: You are elected, Mﬂﬁ, it is all right.

Q (Mr. Young) You sit down and do ndt ask a question, Vel .

THE PRESIDENT: I suppose this carries in place of the Gridiron
Dinner?

Q (Miss Creig) Did I hear anything?

THE PRESIDENT: Did you hear applause and cheers? f

Q (Miss Craig) No, sir. ”

¢ (Mr. Young) Sit there and don't say a word.

THE PRESIDENT: We are sort of rubbing it in, aren't we, Mﬁﬂ?

Q (Mr. Godwin) She is going to get to say, "Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent." 9 |

THE PRESIDENT: Where is Rey Clepper? I have not congratulated him
yet.

& Here he 1s.

/

THE PRESIDENT: Hello, Ray, congretulations. Ray, nevertheless, I
am glad I do not have to make a speech.

Q@ Is that so?

THE PRESIDENT': Yes. |

Q Are you sure? (Leughter)

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I have only got one thing and that isn't very exciting.
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I have by letter today increased the emount that cen be loaned
on insured mortgages by the Federal Housing Administration
from two billion dollars to three billion dollars. They are
coming close to the end of their original power, up to two
millions, and they think because they ere constantly insuring
more mortgages that it should be extended, and under the orig-
inal Aet I have the authority to extend it to three billion
end I am doing it. That is 811 there is. Mae (Mr. lLicIntyre)
has got the mimeographed copies of the letter to me and the
authority thet I am giving him.

Q lr. President, why 1is it this donkey over here (indicating) hes
elephant ears?

THL PRESIDENT: ‘/hich one?

% The one there (indiecating).

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, those are not elephant ears. You don't know
your Zoology.

4 They are pretty big.

¢ Can you tell 'us anythings about your talk with I'r. Aﬁthany nden?

THL PRESILMRNT: No, we agreed that we had a very pleasant conversa-

tion, talk, about many things, and becsuse I knew that he vas
zoing to the Press Club afterwerds I knew he would tell you
everything he told me so that anything further would be unneces-

sery. (Leughter) :

-

¢ Some of us were not there.
THE PRESILENT: I know. Isn't that & shame? [L&ughter]

4 Ir. President, ct&n you tell us anything mbout your talk today

with sAssistant Secretery of the Navy Charles Zdison?
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THE PRESIDENT: Oh, just the ﬁml every month or aii weeks talk
over general things. Nothing in particular.

Q Mr. President, it 1s understood that Senator Guffey has recom-
mended Judge Musmano for the vacancy on the Third Circuit?

THE PRESIDENT: .I did not know enything about it. He must have
recommended him to the Attorney General.

Q@ How are you making out with your appointments?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, they are gradually coming to a head. Isn't that
what we call 1t? s

Q Progress?

THE PRESIDENT: Thet is what happens to a boil. (Laughter)

Q@ Is it as painful as that? (Laughter)

THE FRESIDENT: Very nesarly.

Q They have to be picked, don't they?

TH: PRESIDENT: Yes, that is the trouble.

@ Secretary liorgenthau said yesterday he was studylng the possibil-
ity of making loans to Latiﬁ American countries. Can you add
anything to that? /7P o

THE PRESIDENT: No, I do not think there is anything new to be added.
to it.

Q Will you comment cnlthe cotton and tobacco referendums held last
week?

THE PRESIDENT: I think what the Secretary of Agriculture sald was
about right.

Q@ How is your legislative program coming on?

THE PRESIDENT: All right.

Q leeting any opposition or getting eany advice?
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THE PRESIDENT: Lots of advice and no opposition. (Laughter)

Q When will you see v%ca President Garner?

THE PRESIDENT: I think he is getting here Saturday.

Q Can you tell us about the advice you are getting?

THE PRESIDENT: No; they always tell you first, so it is all right.

Q Mr. President, do you know about the prepaid medical service plan
that the District of Columbia Medical Association is proposing?

THE PRESIDENT: No. What is it, sort of a slot machine? (Laughter)

Q No, it is so much for the family under $2500.00 income.

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q@ Mr. President, how is your Christmas Tree business this yea;?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think it is all right. I eam selling about a
thousand trees this yaar:

Q@ About a thousand?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q@ 4Are they good price?

THE PRESIDE&TE About 1like last year. i

Q@ (Mr. Young, nudging }iss Craig's arm) Hurry up and éay “Thénk you."
{iaughter)

MISS CRAIG: Thank you, Mr. President.

(Following the conference one of the reporters asked the Pres-
ident whether there had baén ;nything special in his confer-
ence with Mr. Splawn, Chairman of the I.C.C. The President
indicated that the ﬂiaaussiﬁn had been general and also indi-

cated that he expected a revort on the railroad situation

sometime around the end of this week. )
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