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CONP'IllENTIAL 
Preas Conterence #510 , 
Executive Off i ces ot the White House , 
December 16, 1938, 10 .42 A.M. 

THE PRESIDENT : Vlhere i s Fred? 

Q Rochester , on his vacat i on . 

THE PRESIDENT: Felix (Belair) off on ~ vacati on, too? 

Q Yes, sir ; wi nter vacati on . 

THE PRESID:mT: It is a good time to get it . 

Q (Mr . Godwin) They just had a vacation . 

310 
. . 

You should have seen the headlines of ~1:rs . P&tterson on the 

story down there (at the s·:i:te of the Jefferson ~~emorial) . The 

second line read, ~~akes no mention of cherry trees. " (Laughter) 

THZ PRESIDEliT : I will have to give. you a local story this morning . 

~.ffi , . DONALDSON : All in . •I 

Q Do you have one? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think I will have to give you one on trees . 
I 

I 

The front row· is tree-minded again this morning . I had, 

in the last tw~hree weeks, quite a number of letters sug-

gesting that we ought to have something besides Japanese cherry· 

trees in 1':ushi!lgton and they all seemed to concentrate on Amer-

ican dogwood, so the Park Service is planning for the planting 

of a ve~y l ar ge number of Almrican dogwood , both the wh.ite and 

pink variety, in the area west of the cherry trees . i'ihat is 

that? -- well , froc Seventeenth Street north clear up to the 

brewery (laughter) , the Georgetown bridge, and we ho:pe to get 

' 
thut planting started this spring • 

Q. In connection with that , il.rno Cammerer was speaking to us about 
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' . planting ~ogwood up the Canal. Doe s that cane in on it? 
' 

THE FRESIDENT: The same thing. . ' \i 
' 

I 

Q Do you know about t~? 
• 

THE ·PRESIDENT: Just heard about i t , that i s ' all, and also ~ventu-

ally that that will be a new parkway, the line of the old 

B. & 0 . Canal . 

Q. luly five to three ratio with r espect to dogwood (as against Jap-

anese cherry trees)? (Laughter) 

T!lE PRESIDEN!': No , Fred (VIile). Considering our age we might call 
.. 

i~ sixteen to one. (Laughter) 

Q That will start soon? 

THZ PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q. ;.:r . President , have you decided as yet on any of the Federal Judge-

ships that have not been filled? 

TK!i: PHESIDENT: No . I thought I had one yesterday but I did not . 

Q Any of the new Cabinet Officers? 

TH.'.! PR"'":"',IJJENT: Not yet; not this morning. 

it When do you expect -- may we have any idea as to when to expect 
'. 

the Cabinet and Supr~ue Court appointments? 

'r .RE PRESIDENT: I couldn ' t tell you. It i s safer for me not to set 

. . . - - ~ .. Ja.,,d&i.e for it. 
,. • J, 

' 
Q. Any ~more resignations in the C~>.bim~t? 

· TJ:iE PRESIDE!'I"T: Not that I know of. (Laughter) 

Q; kr . President, will the vac~>.ncy on the Horta Loan Bank Board be 

filled? 

THE PkESID~NT : Very soon, yes . 
I 

Q, There have been reports tha t Gov.ar.nor ~!.urphy, or i:ichigan, is 

, 
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going to be appo~nted i n some kind or a position. 

-· · TID: PRESIDENl' : ~ have r ead a great many r eport s. I hate to charac-
' . 

terize them as newspaper stories·. (. 
' / 

Q. Na- . President , have you definitely decided one way or the other 

on this idea of Government aircraft factories? 

THE PRESIDli:NT: No , not yet . 

' ' 

~ Returning to the trees, are you still going through with the 

planting of those thousaqd cherry trees? 

THE PRF.SIDENI': Yes. 

Q Vll' . ·President, did you d'iscuss with Senator Pittman yesterday any-

thing concerning neutral ity or spies? 

'!'HE PRESIDEN'r: i\.11 kinds of things . )!'he trouble is that if I were 

.to mention one or two it would be unfair to the 
,.-

~ When will you confer with Vice President Carner? 

'I'".rf~ EttESIDEl,:T: Tomorrow he is coming to lunch ·and we a re going to 
, . 

lunch with the new Execu tive Comrrlittee about the records build-

ing at Hyde Park and then, after,the lunch, I will confer with 
.. 
about six or seven of t hem and then after that the Vice Presi-

dent anc I will have our. talk while t!le Executive CormLi ttee 

is talking about historic records. 

'i ll':r . President, I would like to ask if t.irs . Roosevelt ' s what you 

mi Ght call of ficia l papers will be incluqed in your records? 

THJ.; FR1biDJ!.'NT : ·.!e have not got to that ; h!ive not d iscussed it yet . 

Q. Ca n you tell us anything about yo'f &p~intu:ent yesterday with 

the Ph ilippine representative , r.:r . Osmena? 

TH:..; PRESID~Nr; 1Io . You know what his mission he re i s . ··re e. re all 

' in favor of t he plan which ha s been worked out by the Commission , 

• 
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which will be submitted to the Congress, I suppose probably 

the first week . / 
·· Q Y~ . Pr esident, you probably recall Luther Steward and halt a dozen 

leaders of Government employees ·associ ated with him . They visited 

you and they told us th~:~t they had endorsed a portion of your re.., 

organizati on scheme. Can you add anythi ng to that or is there 

anythine you want to say? 

TIS PP.:::SII.lliln': No , except t here i s no difference of opinion between 

us 'on objectives in .regard to Ci vil Service . 

~ Are "?<>u in. a positi on or do you care to discus's l.mbassador ~'lilson • s 

traveling plan? 

THE PR.E::>IlJ~"T: No; no news. 

Q. On that Civil ::>ervice, v;uuld you c&ll &. one -man commission an 

objective? 

TB::. P:-G::;ID:El\T; I think, Peta (Brundt), if you will stick t o objectives 

it would be better . I t is S<if er. 

Q. The objective~ t hen h1:1ve nothine<; t c. uo wi th the personnel ? 

~ :.r . ? resi dent, on t l:t>~ lhil i p:,>ine report , wi ll t hat go u;:> in your 

regulur i teSS8ge or by special Lessage? 

'i'Hi J~l.::..IJ..E?:T : I t!'dnk the. t will be r~ spec 1<.1 : ·e s sace b ecGuse t here 

ur e au enormous nUJr.ber of doctnnent s , f1 ve volumes , thP. t frO with 1 t . 

Q. ',ihen will you see 1-'Tlbassedor ;<ennedy? 
,p. 

'llli rJ:<:::.ILE!J'r : 'ili i s afternoon, r i f•ht &ft er C&.binet , 

KISS CRJ.I G: Thank you, 1 ·.r , :rre s ident . 
' 

' 
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OONI'IIl'ml'IAL 
~·· CoDference #511, 

·!x8Qut1Te Otticea ot the White Bouse, 
Decamber 20, 1938, 4.10 P.M. 

THE PRES~: This ia especially for the benefit of the ladies 

(referring to a Commission which he ~as in ·t he act of signing). 

Q Wbat 11!1 it? 

THE PRESIDENT: It is for ~rican wananhood. 

Q There is. a sentiment in the correspbndents' group tor no Press con-

terence on Friday. 

THE PRESID:Ell'l': Is there? Where is the Dean? 

Q He is ill. Earl Godwin is hqme, and the three Press Associa~ions 
" ' • 

· have substitutes. Just .a 'few of us carrying on. 

THE PRESIDENT: What is the matter with Earl? Is he sick, too? 

Q He. has been sick two days; he has been off the air for two days. I 

talked to Mrs. Godwin this morning and she thinks he will be back 

tomorrow. 

MR . DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: I will tell you my schedule and then face the quest~ons . 

I will give you all my engagements as tar as I know them. Tonight 
• 

I am having the Director of the Budget in and various other people, 

.. 

the Secre~ary of the rreasury, et cetera, to work on the budget, ~ 

General proposition, nothing specific. And probably again --what 

i s tomorrow? -- Wednesday -- and probably again on Thursday. 

Tomorrow we are having a Cabinet meeting instead of Friday and 

there are not any appointments, except this one (indicating t he 

Commission on hi s desk) that . I have _got· here on my desk. It 

tbe~e are· any further, if any come up between now and after 

• 
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Chr1atmas, they will be jus~ announS!._alllllnta. I have nothing 

ready yet. 

The question is, Do ~ou want a Press Conference Friday, or 

not? I have no other news, literally. 

Q. No, sir. 
·' 

315 

THE PRESIDENT: Let us call it ott Friday and buy our Christmas pres-

ents. 

The appointment (indicating Commission on desk) is Vxs . 

Ellen S. Woodward , of Mississippi, to be a member of the 

Social Security Board in place of Miss ~Y Dawson. 

If I "were a lady writer, I would say, perhaps, "This is 

creating a precedent for al~ time -- one woman on the Social 

Security Board." Now, that does not came rrom me, it comes 
• 

rran you. 

Q. How long is that term? 

THE PRESIDENT: The balance of that particular term; I" think it bas 

five years to run. 

""' 
Q. I may be behindhand, but I did not know Miss Dawson had resigned . 

THE PRESIDENl': No? 

Q Vlhy did she resign? 

~ PR~ID~~: I think it wa~ because she could not stand i t -- the 

pace, I mean. I think she felt that the work was too much. She 

was awfully sorry to have to do it. No question of disagreement 

or anything like that. 

Q. She looked very ill. 1 

THE PR.!!SIDENT: Yes. 

Q Anybody to replace Mrs. Woodward on VlPA? 
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) ' ' ,, ·. 
'1'BI PRJ;SIDEN'l': Noth1Dg ,et. 

Q Do JOU &nticipe._te filling the Y&c&DCy that Will llxillt . in•/1-tie. Depart-

ment ot CCIIIII8rce b1 Friday? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. In the first place, I think it doee 

not ex let until midnight Friday night. 

Q. HaTe you any plans, Mr. President, f or Senator Brown ot New H8mp-

ehire? 

THE PRESIDENT: No; no other appointments in sight. 

Q Mr. President, can you tell us anything about you.r conference 

Saturday with the Vice President? 

THE PRESIDENl' : Nothing more than ,what he told you . 

Q It was not much. · (Laugh tar) 

Q He said he had forgotten it. Does that mean that you forgot also? 

THE FRESIDENl': Yes7 I think that is what we agreed 'to say . 

Q. Mr . President , have you read the report of the social Security 

Adv ieoiy. Counci l? 

THE PRESIDENI': Not the whole report; only the B1liiiiMry . 

Q Any comment on it? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . 

~ 
Q Will there be any more legislative conferences bet't1een now and 

January-? 

··THE PRESIDENT: Oh , yes; without any question. 

Q, One at a t~~or in a gr oup? 

·• 
THE PRES~ENT: Either a group or one at a time. It depends on what 

we talk a~ut and their desires . I do not know . I will probably 

see all or them next week a couple of times . 

Q Rayburn is due t omorrow. Are you seeing him? 

" 

I 
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"' 'l'BE PBESID!Nl': Yea; I suppoae I will see him -then, 1t he comes, and 

I I thiDlc the Speaker 1a due before Christmae . 

'Q . He is due tomorrow. 

Q. He is due ta:oorrow and Rayburn the day atter. 

THE PRESIDENr: Yes. No use banging around because they will aay also 

that 'they have forgotten. We are making~ a standard phrase 

between now and the third of January. 
' 

·Q' Have you read that report of the coumittee that Miss (Josephine) 

Roche -- . 

THE PRESID:El-."T:. (interpo~ing) No, only the summary. 
r 

Q Any comment on the Labor Non-partisan League's plan .to select dele-

gates to the 1940 Convention? 

THE PRFSIDENT: What is that? 

Q Lewis announced it on · s~tU+"day;-it is for· their own convention:; 

THE PRESIDENT: I only read the headlines, that is all. 
• 

Just a word of caution on 'social security and the health 

reports: Do not go .out ~n the 11mb ~nd say that all of the de-
. . 

tails are going to be recommended by me for specific action . 

I, undoubtedly, am going to recommend, on social security, ~he 

ob'ject:l,ves of the report. In the case of health, which is still 

in the study stage, I will transmit that to the Congress for 

their information and for such further study as they may want 

to make on it. That is a pretty yo~g cnild, yo~ know, the 

health end of it • 

• Q Is it a fair question to j ask if you anticipate any Message on 

increasing non-contrib~tory pensions? 
' 

THE PRESIDENT: No, only what they have said on it. Their comments, 
.. 

.... . 

-- l J 
..1: 

·. 

... . 
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that 1e aU. No recODIIII8ndatione. 

Q Kr. Preeident, at the time A""'1n1etrator Hopkins announced the 

general curtailment of WPA, he said the curtailment would be 
' 

accomplished by .the absorption of cases in priT&te industry. 

' Since that time, with particular reference to Pennsylvania, 

there have been reports that people are being forced back on 

direct relief. Is that b~ause otner proj~cts have not been 

started up to absorb those people, or are they going to be con-

tinued to be left on the dole? 

THE PRESIDENT: You did a very good thing; you put six questio?-s in 

one,., I could not tel~ you; I do not know enough about it. 

Q You could not discuss· the future of VTPA? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, especially in relation to one particular local ity. 

You cannot generalize on \'TPA. 

Q You saw Stanley Bruce of Australia today. Can you tell us anything 

about your :conversation? 

THE PRESI DENT: No • . we ·he.ve met before. We t,elked about a .great many 

( 

things, all the five continents of the ·world and then so.me • 
. 

Q Did you find e.ny mutual interest in a trade agreement? He seemed 

interested in that. 

THE PRESIDENT: It you won't print it, I will tell you the truth. 

(Laughter) We never mentioned trade agreement. 

·Q W~ . President, the group headed by Louis Johnson that you saw yes­

terday, refers us to you tor th~ subject of the~ conversations. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think I ~11 have sanething tor you on the.t next 
. 

Monday or Tuesday. It be.s to do with preparedness: 

Miss Craig: ·.Thank you, Mr. President • 

• 
-.,.__. 

ra 

' 
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CONnDJ:Nl'IAL 
Press ·conterence 1/512, 
Executive Ott1ces ot the White Hou~e, 
December 27, 1938, 4.10 P .14. 

~THE PREsiDENT: Well, Fred, are you back on deck? 

Q. (Mr. Storm) Yes, sir. 

THE PR'Es_IDENT: Is the president ot the Association still lald up? 

Q. He is here, on one leg \. (Laughter) 
-~ 

THE PRESIDENT: On one leg? What do you mean? Are you all right 

again? Rlssell says you have only one leg. (Laught~r) 

Q The other one is being .hollowed out for the New Year. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENI': You •ve got both wings? 

Q (Mr. Godwin) Yes, sir. (Laugh~ 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

Tllli PRESIDENT: We are making 

Aeronautics Authority -- they have the 

give you a summary of. it. (Reading) ., 

the Civil 

nt -- I will 

"As ·a .means of sti~uleting private flying in 
the United States and creating a valuable national 

~defense reservoir by increasing the number of 
trained airmen 1n this country, the Civil Aero­
nautics Authority has developed what it believes 
to be a practicable plan for the annual training 
of 20 , 000 civilian pilots . 

"This program will be carried out --" 

We wil l say t hat we wi ll recommend that it be carried out 

"as a vocational training project, . utilizing ex­
isting educational institutions and present facil­
itias of the aviation industry. As an immediate 
test of it~practicability and in order to develop 
a sound pattern which later can be applied on a 
nation-wide scale, it is proposed to inaugurate 
the Authority's pilot training program as a 
National Youth Administration project during the 
second semester of the present school year in not / 
to exceed a dozen --" 

319 
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Probably there will be only nine or ten --

"selected educational centers throughout t .he · 
United States. 

"These centers will be chosen on the basis 
of pi oneering work already done in aviation train­
ing by the universities and colleges concerned , 
and aleo with a view to giving the experiment a~ 
proper geographical spread. r 

"If ·this practical try-out --" 

During the last half of this college year 

"of the program. confirms belief in ' its soundness, 
it Will be put into effect on a nation-wide 
scale in several hundred colleges and universi­
ties during the 1939-1940 school year. It .i s 
estimated that the cost of the first full-scale 
one year training program for 20 , 000 pilots will · 
be $9 ,800,000. 

'l . . 
"The i ncreasing importance of aviation, 

both as an economic factor in American life and 
as a necessary back-log to the national defense, 
amply justify its inclus ion .in a federally spon­
sored vocational training program." 

The initial cost of training during this experimental 

period -- training 300 pilots during the period between now and 
, 

next July is not over $100,QOO. . . 
Q. Y/here does that.money come from? 

TID~ PRESIDENT: ;pae !~ational Youth Administration. 

Q Have you got the planes to train them -- training ~lanes? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, we will rent the planes. They are .i n existence. 

Q. From whom, Mr . President? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , I suppose people ~ho OWn them. I don't know. 

Q Is that something you can put into effect now with N.Y.A. funds?.' 
' . . , 

THE PRESIDKNT: As an e:x!>erimental peri od . 
.. 

32 

. .. 

Q. Did you say, sir , that this is to be ·given out by Civil Aeronaut ic~? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and the~ they have for you over there at Civil' . ' 

.. 
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Aerouutios tour and a halt paps. 

Q Will that r!quire additioul legislation, new legislation? 

THE PRESIDENT: It will require appropriations. 

• Q Just appropr'iationa? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: Yes • 
. ... 

Q. Ylil..l it require any change in the relief requirements, that is to 

say in the way people are certified for this training? In other 

words , will people who are not actually in need be certifiable 

to take this t,raining? 
.. 

THE PRESIDENT: That depends on what the legislation says. 
• 

Q Well, under the existing --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Under the existing rules it would be 

under theN. Y. A. procedure . 

Q It would eventually require an enormous number of planes tor 1939? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . Again, the idea is not for the Government tog~ 

in and buy these training planes . The Civil Aeronautics Author­

l.ty thinks there are . eno1;1gh private planes in existence for th~ 

Government to rent them. 
I ) 

Q Will this be under the direction of Army and Navy fliers? 

THE P.RESIDENl': Yes . 

Q V/111 it go on .from year to year? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q As it is expanded, that would calr ~or the standard production ~r· 

a particular type of t~ining plane? That would tend to bring 

a~out standardized production? 

THE P~IDENT: ~h, I suppose so. 

Q Rave t he f irst instit~tions been selected? 



&11-

) / 
'1'81 PBBSIDI;Nl': I don't think the7 are read7 to annouaoe iba )'e\ .. 

/ . 
but, aa JOU know, there .are quite a lot ot. oollepa and unl..r-

' aities that have gone in for this study of flyins and probabl)' 

--:-:.. the first sel ected will be tram that group. 

Q The $9,800 ,000., i s t hat the acttial cost? 

THE :mESIDENT: Yes , tor t r aining\20 , 000 pilots. . I . 
Q How long will each s t udent be t ra ined? 

THE PRESIDENI': I don ' t know. '-.. You had better check -- I t hink i t i s 

s i x months . 

Q · Will they be trai ned i n combat tactics? 

THE PRES!~~ : No; no ; t hat is a diff erent t hing. Thi s i s civil avia-

t i on, so as t o get their. regular pi lots ' l i censes . They will be 

given the same examination · as a p_ilot , which is probably a very 
. \ 

stiff one; probably nobody in this room could pass it , therefore 
' 

we are all o~t. But younger and more vigorous people will b~ 

able to pass that examination. (Laught er) 

Q V1111 additi onal i nstructors be assigned to these schools? 

THE PIDSIDENT: Yes . 

Q Will t .hey just be engaged and paid or wi ll t hey be· assigned from 

the Army --

THE PRES IDl!:NT: I suppose the Arrey and. Navy, and also hired f r om 

civil life . In other words , all sources~ ._ 

~ After the preparedness trai ning , what will be the ~pecial d i s­

posi tion of these t r ained men? 

THI:; PRL..-lllEm': The idea is that probably the best ones , a cer tain 
' 

proporti on of them, will go i nto the Army &nd Navy Reserve. Of 

course that means further i nstruction , go down to Pensacola, t o 
• 

... 

.. 
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Texas. The,. would torm a Nsenoir tar both the ADt7 u4 the 

NaT)', but a con:parathely llllal.l ~roentap ot .the 20,000 each 

year would go into the Army and Navy for turther . training in· 

military work. The great bulk will be civilian pilots. ... . 

Q Have you any figure as to tbe ·uumbers? You would have 201000 thle 

year and 20,000 the year thereatter; do you calculate .on a top 

figure of 100 , 000? 

THE PRESIDENI' : No. 
. 

Q Will t.hese be all pilots 1't some of them aviation mechani cs? 
.. 

THE PRESIDENT: These are pilots . Avi ation mechanics is a dif~erent 

story. VIe are not ready yet . 

Q How closely does that connect with the number of ai rplanes esti-

mated for national defEm'se? 

THE PRESIDENT: You would have to be an Einstein to write a story . 

fro~ figures I have given you today. 

·Q What about the 13, 500 planes in the stories toda~ 

Tf;IE PRESIIJENT: So far, there has been no decision made. That i s all . . 

I can say . And there won ' t be , I be~ieve, for another week. 

. ' . 
Q There has been something in the pre~s to the effect that the Ltma 

J' 

Confer~nce has been a fai~ure . Can you comment on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think i t was a very • very great success . 

Q Mr . President , d i d you discuss the Latin Amer ican relations with 

Cardi nal Mundelein ~oday? 

THE PRESID»-'T: No . '• 

Q Anything to be said about his visit? 

THE PRESIDEl\'T: No. 

Q There was a story appeared '1h t he papers th 

-
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Koraatbau •• about to re1tp, ~10 Beontu'7 ot WV Woo1Ja1111f .• 

TB1 PRISIDIItt: Yea. 
) 

,Q Qan you confirm those reports? 

TBI P.RJSIDENT: just another etorr. I won't put the adjeotiTe on it. 

You can. 

Q Mr. ·Pres ident, pill you O~t turther as tO my, particularly, 

you t hi nk the Lima Conference has been a great success? · 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, they acc<~~~pllshed what they -went down t o acocm-· 

plish and I call that pretty successful . 

Q Is Senator Br own bei ng consi dered tor the Comptr oller Gener alship? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don •t think I will do anything about any decisi ons 

on appoi ntments until about next Tues~ay . 

Q ur . President, can you comment on the transportation report which 

was delivered here Friday? 

THE PRFSIDENT: No . I suppose I will s.end v11rious things up to the 
,-· 

Co~ress sometime later on . I have not written anything. 
I 

Q Mr . President , have you selected the successor ~o Attor ney General t . 

· · Cummings? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not )\et . I just answer ed that question when I sai d 

I would not make any decisions on appointme~ts probably until ,,. ' . 

next Tuesday . I might beat that by a day and make i t Monday. 
. " 

Q Have you Governor Murphy i n mina? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have f i fty- t wo -- no , what i s i t? f ltty- seven 
:. •. ( 

varieties . 

' ·----" . Q Repr esentative (Ross) Collins was in t o see you today. He is 

Chairman ot the Ccmnittee on District Appropriations. I under-

stand he discuss ed them with you. can you go into any details? 
... 

• I 

.J .. .. 

I 

.. 
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'· . . 
'1'BI JIRIBIIENI:: We talked about two thlqa, Ruaaell (Touq), a4 . ' 

there .. re anerai other th1Dp that we 41d not talk about 

that I am equally interested in. We talked about the need tor 

training more colored nurses at lreedmen' a Roapi tal, b ecauae , . ~ 

there i~ a definite shortage ot colored nurses, and we talked 
_/ 

about impro-ting the v ery bad condi ti6l1s 1D -- what . .do they cap 

.. it? -- the gir~s ' reformatory • 

Q Bad· conditi ons where? 

THE PRESIDENl': Ylbat is the technical name? 

Q Tt J Girls ' Reform School. 

Q The Qirls' Training School. ,. 
Q. What was the other thing? 

THE FRES~: The general improvement of hospital condi t i ons in 

- the Di str-ict . I did not get as tar as that; I did not have tilll9. 

Q You did not disc~ss that? 

THE PRESIDENI' : No. 

Q \'lha t is the other, sir? 
J 

THE PRESID]l.."T : General health condi tiona. 

Q Are you planning on the reorganizati on of the Communi cati ons can-

mi ssion? 
. . 

'I'Bl!: PRESIDENT: No • ··. 

Q Can you tell us anything about . your rec.ent conference with can-

missioner Payne? 

THE PRESIDENI": He was not well a~d 18 going away for two or three 

• • weeks to recuperate . . . .. 
Q Would you like . to go into a little more detail on what you call 

general health -in Washington? 

-· 

I 
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' I CaDDOt go iDto detail but I Ollll ~ that DOlle 

ot ue, I think, are eatiet1e4 with health c~D4itione in this 

city. They are not as good ae conditions in the Nation•s cap-

itel ought to be. 

Q Is that based on the health rate? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, the death rate and the conditions ot tuberculosis 

and a great many other things, -- tacilities .for medical. care ot 

all kinds. 

Q Is Mr. Payne resigning? 

THE PRESIDENI': Not that I know of. 

Q There is being organized a new effOPt, and it .will concentrate 

here sometime. early i'n January; an· effort to have the .spe.nish 

embargo lifted. ·. Woul d .you care to discuss that? 

THE PRESlDENl' : I never heard of it. ' . 

~ Th~y will be down to see you , or Secretary Mcintyre, very sh9rtiy, 

I understand. 
J 

Q( ·Mr . P~esident, did you ·~ive Ross Collins any specific antidote for 
.., 

those b~d hea.+th conditions? 
/ '. 

THE PRESIDENT: No. He is going to ta.l'k to quite a. nll111ber ot people 

in the course of the next week and w1ll..' come down again in the 

course or the next ten days to talk them over with me. 
I 

Q ~he •question ']!, .group health? 
I 

THE PRESIDENI': 'l'bat did not come up. 
·. 

Q Was Federal contribution discussed at all? .. 

THE PRllSIDENT: No. Or taxes. 

MR • srtm!: Thank you-;' Mr • Pres iden t • 

. . 
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