CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #510,

Executive Offices of the White House,
December 16, 1938, 10.42 A.M.

THE PRESIDENT: Vhere is Fred?
Q Rochester, on his vacation.

THE PRESIDENT: Felix (Belair) off on & vacation, too?

Q@ Yes, sir; winter vacation. 3
THE PRESIDENT: It is a good time to get it.
Q (Mr. Godwin) They just had a vacation.

You should have seen the headlines of lirs. Patterson on the
story down there (at the site of the Jefferson emorial). The
second line read, "iekes no mention of cherry trees." (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I will have to give you a local story this morning.
LK. DONAIDSON: All in.

% Lo you have one?

THE FRESIDENT: I think I will have to give you one on trees.

The front row is tree-minded again tnis morning. I had,
in the last two or three weeks, quite a number of letters sug-
gesting that we ought to have something besides Jepanese cherry
trees in Vushington and they all seemed 10 concentrate on Amer-
ican dogwood, so the Park Service is planning for the planting

of & very large number of American dogwood, both the white end
pink variety, in the area west of the cherry trees. what‘is
that? -- ﬁall, from Seventeenth Street north clear up to the
brewery (leaughter), the Georgetown bridge, and we hooe to get

that planting started this spring.

@ In connection with that, /irno Cammerer was speaking to us about
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planting dogwood up the Canal. Does that come in on it?

S

THE PRESIDENT: The same thing.

Q¢ Do you know about that?

¥

THE ‘PRESIDENT: Just heard about it, that is all, and also eventu-

ally that that will be a new parkwaey, the line of the old

B. & O, Canal.

Q@ Any five to three ratio with respect to dogwood (as against Jap-
anese cherry trees)? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: No, Fred (Wile). Considering our age we might call
it sixteen to one. (Laughter)

< That will start soon?

THZ PRESILENT: Yes.

& Ir. President, have you decided as yet on any of the Federal Iudge;
ships that have not been filled?

THZ PHESIDENT: No. I thought I had one yesterday but I did not.

Q@ #~ny of the new Cabinet Cfficers?

THs éRESIDENT: Not vet; not this morning.

« then do you expect -- may we have any idea as to when to expect
the Cabinet and Supreme Court appointments?

THE PRESIDENT: I couldn't tell you. It is safer for me not to set

e .adage for 1it.
i
G AnyLﬁore resignations in the Cubinet?
THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of. (Lauzhter)
% lkr. President, will the vacancy on the Horie Loan Eank Board be

filled?

THE PRESIDENT: Very soon, yes.

Q There have been reports that Governor Murphy, of ilichigan, is

L
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golng to 'ba appointed in saﬁa kind of a position.

THE PRESIDENT: I have read a great many reports. I hate to cherac-
terize them as newspaper gtorias. : ﬁ

Q Mr. Prﬁaidezt, have you definitely dedidad one way or the other
on this idea of Government aircraft factories?

THE PRESIDENT: No, not yet.

@ Returning to the trees, are you still going through with the
plan;ing of those thoﬁs&qd cherry trees?

THE FRESIDENT: Yes.

Q& Mr.-President, did you discuss with Senator Pittman yeéterday any-

| thing concerning neutrslity or spies?

THE PRESIDENT: #All kinds of things. ,The trouble is that if I were
to mention one or two it wcuid be unfair to the otherﬂauaiects.

% When will you ;aner with VicelPresidant Garner?

THEE FeESIDENT: Tomorrow he is coming éb lunch and we are goling to
lunch with the new Executive Commiittee about the records build-
ing at Hyde Park and then, after,the lunch, I will confer with

about six or seven of them end then after that the Viece Preéi—
dent anc I will have our talk while th; Lxecutive Cormittes
is talking sbout historic records.
% Ixr. President, I would like to ask if lirs. Roosevelt's what you
might call official pepers will be included in your records?
THL FRLSIDENT: ‘le have not got to that; have not discussed it yet.
@ Csn you tell us anything sabout yoﬁr upp@?ntment yesterday with

the Philippine representative, }'r. Osmena®

THx FRESIDZIN': llo. You know what his mission here is. 'fe sre 8ll

in favor of the plan which has been worked out by the Commission,
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which will be submitted to the Congress, I suppose probaebly

;

the first week. 7

*Q Mr. President, you probably recall Luther Steward and half a dozen
leaders of Government employees -associasted with him. They visited
you and they told us that they had endorsed a portion of your re-

organization scheme. Can you add anything to that or is there

anything you want to say?

TH- PRESTDENT: No, except there is no difference of opinion between
us on objectives in regard to Civil Service.

§ 4Are you in a position or do you care to discuss Ambassador Wilson's
traveling plan?

THE-PRESIDEHT: No; no news.

¢ On that Civil service, would you cail & one-man commission an
objective?

TH: PRISIDENTY I think, Pete (Brandt), if you will stick to objectives

it would be better. It is szfer.

¥ The objectives then huve nothing tc do with the personnel?

| THE PRESIDENT: No.

| < x. Fresident, on that }hilipvine report, will that go up in your
regulur jessage or by special 1essage?

T PRESIDENT: I think that will be s speciul !'essape beczuse there

4re aun enormous nucber of documents, five volumes, that po with it.

% hen will you see /fmbassedor Hennedy?
=
=

TH

THE PRESIDENT: This a{terncon, rigcht after Cabinet.

MISS CRAIG: Thenk vou, l'r. Fresident.

b
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Press Conference #511, :
‘Exeoutive Offices of the White House,
December 20, 1938, 4.10 P.M.

THE PRESIDENT: This 1s especially for the benefit of the ladies
(referring to a Gumﬁiasion which he was in the act of signing).

Q What is 1t? ’

THE PRESIDENT: It is for American womanhood.

Q@ There 1s a sentiment in the correspondents' group for no Press Con-
ference on Friday.

THE PRESIDENT: Is there? Where is the Dean?

Q He is 111. Earl Godwin is home, and the three Press Associations
have substitutes. Just aﬁfew of us carrying on.

THE PRESIDENT: What is the matter with Earl? 1Is he sick, too?

Q He has been sick two days; he has been off the air for two days. I
talked to Mrs. Godwin this morning and she thinks he will be back
tomorrow.

MR, DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I wi}l tell you my schedule and then face the questions.
I will give you all my engagements as far as'I kmow them. Tonight
I am having the Director of the Budget in ﬁnd various other people,
the Secretary of the Treasury, et cetera, to work on the budget.
General proposition, nothing specific. And probably again -- what
is tomorrow? -- Wednesday -- and probably again on Thursday.
Tomorrow we are having a Cabinet meeting instead of Friday and
there are not any appointments, except this one (indicating the

Commission on his desk) that I have got here on my desk. If

thepe are any further, 1f any come up between now and after




Christmas, they will be juht announcements. I'hava nothing

ready yet.

The question is, Do you want a Press Conference Friday, or

not? I have no other news, literally.

Q¢ No, sir.

THE PRESIDEHT: Let us cali it off Friday and buy our Christmas pres-
ents.

The appointment (indicating Commission on desk) is Mrs.
Ellen S. Woodward, of Mississippi, to be a member of the
Social Security Board in place of Miss Mary Dewson.

If I were a lady writer, I would say, perhaps, "This is
creating a precedent for all time -- one woman on the Social
Security Board."™ Now, that does not come from me, it comes
from you. ‘

Q@ How long is that term? =
THE PRESIDENT: The balance of that particular term; I think it has
five years to run.

T
Q@ I may be behindhand, but I did not know Miss Dewson had resigned.

| THE PRESIDENT: No?

| %

Q Why éid she resign? N

TH¥ PRESIDENT: - I think it was because she could not stand it -- the-
pace, I mean. I think she felt that the work was too much. She
was awfully sorry to héve to do 1t. No question of disagreement
or anything like that.

Q She looked very ill. ‘

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

‘ & Anybody to replace Mrs. Woodward on WPA?
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- THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes; without any question.

511 == 3 | ';\ _316

oy

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing yet.

Q Do you anticipate filling the vacancy that will n:iutiianﬁﬂ'D!plrt-
ment of Commerce by Friday?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. In the first place, I think it does
not exist until miﬁnigﬁt Friday night.

Q Have you any plans, lMir. President, for Senator Brown of New Hamp- |
shire? |

THE PRESIDENT: Noj; no other appointments in sight.

Q@ Mr. President, can yoﬁ tell us anything about your conference
Saturday with the Vice President? |

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing more than what he told you.

Q@ It was not much. (Laughter)

Q@ He sald he had forgotten it. Does %hat mean that ybﬁ forgot also?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I think thet is what we agreed to say.

Q@ Mr. President, have you read the report of the Social Security
Advisory Council? :

THE PRESIDENT: Not the whole report; only the summary.

Q Any comment on 1t? )

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Will there be anyﬁmﬂre legislative conferences between now and

January?

¢ One at a timﬂ}*ur in a group?

+
THE PRESIDENT: Either a group or one at a time. It depends on what )

&

we talk about and their desires. I do not know. I will probably

see all of them next week a couple of times.

Q Rayburn is due tomorrow. Are you seeing him?
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes; I suppose I will see him then, if he comes, and
I think the Speaker is due before Christmas. |

Q He is due tomorrow.

Q He is due tomorrow and Rayburn the day artu;-.

THE FRESIDENT: Yes. No use hnnging around because they will say also
that they have forgotten. We are mﬂkingff? a standard phrase
between now and the third of Januery.

Q@ Have you read that rep;rt of the cqnmittae.that'uiaa (Josephine)
Roche =--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, only the summary.

Q Any cﬁmmeﬁt on.tha Labor Non-partisan League's plaﬁ to select dele-
gates to the 1940 Convention? »

THE PRESIDENT: What is that?

Q Leﬁis announced it on Saturday; it is for their own convention.

THE PRESIDENT: I only read the headlines, that is all.

Just & word of caution on social securify and the health
repofts: Uo not go out on th€ limb and saylthat all of the de-
tﬁils are going to be recommended by me for specific action.

I, undoubtedly, am going to recommend, on social security, the
objectives of the report. In the case of health, which is atili
in the study stage, I will transmit that to the Congress for
their information and for such furthar study as they may want

to make on it. That is & pretty young child, you know, the
health end of 1it.

~

Q Is it a fair question to’ask if you anticipate any Message on

increasing non-contributory pensions?

THE PRESIDENT: No, only what they have said on it. Their comments,




that is all. No recommendations.

Q Mr. President, at the time Administrator ﬁ:pkins unnou.ucuﬁ the
general curtnilmant.ar WPA, he said the curtailment would be
accomplished by the absorption of 65393 in privafa industry.
Since that time, with particular reference to Pennsylvania,
there hava:baan reports that people are being forced back on
direct relief. Is that h&causa other projects have not been
started up to absorb those people, or are they going to be con-
tinued to be left on the dole?

THE PRESIDENT: You did a very good thing; you put six questions in

one, I could not tell you; I do not know enough about 1it.

- Q@ You could not discuss the future of WPA?

THE PRESIﬁEHT: No, especially in relation to one particular locality.
You cannot gener&iizﬂ on WPA.

Q@ You saw Stanley Bruce of Australia today. Can you tell us anything

* about your -conversation? |

THE PRESIDENT: No. We have met before. /e talked about a great many
things, all the five confinents of the world and then some.

Q Diad yau'find any mutual interest in a trade egreement? He seemed
interested in that.

THE PRESIDEHT: If you won't print it, I-will tell ycuwtha truth.

(Leughter) We never mentioned trade agreement.

'Q  Mr. President, the group headed by Louis Johnson that you saw yes-

terday, refers us to you for the subject of their conversations.

THE PRESIDENT: I think I will have something for you om that next
Monday or Tuesday. It has to do with preparedness.

Miss Craig: Thank you, Mr. President.
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Press Conference #512,

Executive Offices of the White House,
December 27, 1938, 4.10 P.M.

' THE PRESIDENT: Well, Fred, are you back on deck?

Q (Mr. Storm) Yes, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: Is the president of the Association still laid up?

Q. He 1B.EE§E, on one legs (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: On one leg? What do you mean? Are you all right
again? Rdssell says you have only one leg. (Laughter)

Q The other one is being hollowed out for the New Year. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: You've got both wings?

Q (Mr. Godwin) Yes, sir. [Laugh‘(:/e}d

MR, DONALDSON: All in. i =7

TH: PRESIDENT: We ere making the announcement todﬁﬁﬂgt the Civil
Aeronautics Authority -- they have the full staéﬁment -- T will

give you & summary of it. (Reading)
- r

"As & means of stimulating private flying in

the United States and creating a valuable national
_defense reservoir by increasing the number of

trained airmen in this country, the Civil Aero-
nautics Authority has developed what it believes
to be a practicable plan for the annual training
of 20,000 civilian pilots.

"This progrem will be carried out --"
We will say that we will recommend that it be carried out --

"as & vocational training project,- utilizing ex-
isting educational institutions and present facil-
ities of the aviation industry. As an immediate
test of its practicability and in order to develop
a sound pattern which later can be applied on a
nation-wide scale, it is proposed to inaugurate

the Authority's pilot training program as a
National Youth Administration project during the
second semester of the present school year in not
to exceed a dozen --" xﬁ

319

| . |




Probably there will be only nine or ten =--

"selected educational centers tﬁrﬂughout the
United States.

"These centers will be chosen on the basis
of pioneering work already done in aviation train-
ing by the universities and colleges concerned,
and also with a view to giving the experiment a’
proper geographical spread. rEEn _ !

"If this practical try-out --"
During the last half of thle college year --

"of the program confirms belief in its soundness,
it will be put into effect on a nation-wide
scele in several hundred colleges and universi-
ties during the 1939-1940 school year. It is
estimated that the cost of the first full-scale
one year training program for 20,000 pilots will
be $9,800,000.

~J :
"The increasing importance of aviation,
both as an economic factor in American life and
as a necessary back-log to the national defense,
amply justify its inclusion .in a federally spon-
sored vocational traeining program."
The initial cost of training during this experimental
period -- treining 300 pilots during the period between now and
next July is not over $1DQ,DDD.
Q Where does that money come from?
THE PRESIDENT: }kﬂ lNational Youth Administration.
@ Have you got the planes to train them -- training planes?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes, we will rent the planes. They are ih exlistence, I
Q@ From whom, Mr. President?
THE PRESIDENT: 'Oh, I suppose people who own them. I don't know.
Q Is that something you cen put into effect now with N.Y.A. funds? '

THE PRESIDENT: As an exberimental period.
Q Did you say, sir, that this is to be given out by Civil Aeronautice?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and then they have for you over there at Civil'




Aeroneautics four and a half pages.

'Q Will that require additional legislation, new legislation?
~ THE mm:t It will require appropriations. .
Q Just apprnpfiations? |
THE PRESIﬁENT: .Yaa. ;
G Will it require any change in the relief requirements, that is to
| say in the way people are certified for this training? In other
- words, will people who are not actﬁally in need be certifiable'
to take this training?
THE PRESIDENT: That dapenda on what the legislation says.
Q Wall, ﬁnﬂer the existing --
THE PRESIDENT: {intarpusing] Under the existing rules it would be
under the N. Y. A. procedure.
€ It would eventually require an enormous number of planes for 193997
THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Agaln, the idea is not for the Govermmsnt to E%;;
in and buy these tralning planes. The Civil Aeronautics Author-
ily thinks there are enough private planes in existence for the
Govermnment to rent them.
@ Will this be under the direction Df.ﬂrmy End Navy fliers?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
Q@ Will it go on.from year to year?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
Q@ As it 1s expanded, that woﬁld call fﬁr the standard production of
a particular type of treining plane? That would tend to bring

about standardized production?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I suppose so.

Q@ Heve the first institytions been selected?




THE PRESIDENT: I don't think they are ready to announce-them yet
-
but, as you know, there.are quite a lot of colleges and univer-
b

sities that have gone in for this study of flying and probably

th;#;irat selected will be from that group.

Q The $9,800,000., is that the actual cost?

' THE PRESIDENT: Yes, for training)20,000 pilots.

Q How long will each student be trained?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know.-_ You had better check -- I think it is
six months.

Q Will they be trained in combat tactics?

THE_PRESIDEHT: No; no; that is a different thing. This is civil avia-
tion, so0 as to get théir,rEgular prilots' licenses. Théy will be
given thé same examinetion as & pilﬁt, which is probably a very
stiff one; probably nobody in this room could pass it, ;yérefora
we are gll oit. But younger and more vigorous people will be )
able to pass that examination. (Laughter) '

Q Will additional instructors be assigned to these schools?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q Will they’just be eﬁg&ga& and paid or will they be assigned from
the Army -- =

THE PRESIDENT: I suppose the Army and Navy, and also hired ffam
civil 1ife. In other words, all sources. :

Q@ safter the preparedness training, what will be the special dis-
position of tﬁese trained men?

THE PREILENT: The idea is th&f probably the best ones, a certain

proportion of them, will go into the Army and Navy Reserve. Of

course that means further instruction, go down to Pensacola, to




Texes. They would form & reservoir for both the Army md- the
Navy, but a corparatively amall percentage of ..thl 20,000 ll_:ﬂh
year would go into the Army and Navy rni' further training in-
military work. The great bulk will be civilian pilots.

Q Have you eny figure as to the’ numbers? You would have 20,000 this
‘year and 20, DDD the year thereafter; do you calculate on a top
figure of 100,0007

THE PRESIﬁENI‘: No.

Q Will these be all pilots.gw some of them aviation niacha.nit:.a?

THE PRESIIJEﬂ'I'f. Théé.a are pilots. Aviﬁtionlmﬂchanics is a ﬂifﬂerant
story. We are not ready yet. |

Q@ How closely does thaf connect with the number of airplanes esti-
ﬁated for national defense?

TEE PRESIDENT: You would have to be an Einstein to write a story
from figures I hmlre given you toda:.?.

@ What about the 13,500 plenes in the stories today?

THi PRESIDENT: So _far, there has been no decision made. That is all
I can say. And there won't be, I beLiEfe, fﬂr another week.

Q There has been scmething in the press to the effect that the Lima
Conference has been & failure. Can you comment on that;

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think it was a very, very great success.

Q Mr. President, did you discuss the latin American reletions with
Cardinel Mundelein ‘today? '

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Anything to be sald about his visit?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q There was a story appeared In the papers th 1ing that Secretary




Morgenthau was lhout to ruign, dlso Eurg‘h:ry or Ilr Mw
THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q an you confirm those reports?

THE PRESIDENT: Just another story. I won't put the adjective on it.

You can.

.

Q Mr. President, will rnu- nm_a_ritt further as to why, particularly,

you think the Lima Conference has been a great success? |

THE PRESIDENT: Well, they accmpl-iahad what they went down to acoom- |

plish and I call that pretty successful. |
Q Is Senator Brown being considered for the Camptroller Generalship?
THE PE_ESIDEHT I don't think I will do anything about any dﬂeisinﬁa

on appointments until about next Tuesday.

Q@ Mr. President, can you comment on the tranSPOftatian report which ~
was delivered here Friday?
T THE PRESIDENT: No. I suppose I will send various things up to the
Gcngress sometime later on. I.have not writtsq anything.
Q hMr. Presiﬁeﬁt, have you qelectéd the successor to IAttnrnay General |
Cunmings? v
 THE PRFSIDEH’I‘ Not yet. I just answered that question when I said
\I would not meke any decisions on appointments probably until
i. next Tuesday. I might haat'that hby e day and Imake it Monday.
Q Have you Governor Murphy in mind?
THE PRESIDENT: I have fifty-two -- no, what is it? firty-smren
&

varieties.

" . ---._\_‘_____\_-
"C\'\ 1 &
Q Representative (Ross) Collins was in to see you today. He 1is

N

.Ghairmnn of the Committee on District Approprietions. I under-

stand he discussed them with you. Can you go into any details?

» . P
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THE PRESITENT: We talked about two things, Russell trm}.\ina ;
there were n:vurni'dtharlthzngn that we did not talk about
that T am equally interested in. We talked about the need for
training more colored nurses at Freedmen's Hhhpital{ because |,
_thara.ié a definite shortage of colored nurses, nnﬁ we talked
about impro;ing the very bad cégaitidns 1n.-- nﬁntgda they call
it? -- the girls' reformatory. |

Q Bed conditions where?

THE PRESIDENT: What is the technical name?

2 Tt: Girls' Reform School.

Q@ The Girls' Trai:}ing School.

Q@ What was t]{aél other thing?

THE PRESIDENT: The general improvement of hospital conditions in

g Itha Distr-'ict. I did.nnt get as far as that; I did npt have time.

Q You did not discuss that?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q What isjthelotﬁer, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: General heﬁlth condi tions.

Q Are you planning on the raarganiz-atien of the Uuﬁmnmicatinns Com~-
mission? |

THE PRESIDENT: Ho-.

Q G&n.ynu tell us anything about your recent conference with Com-

missioner Payne?

THE PRESIDENT: He was not well and is going away for two or three

weeks to recuperate.

Q Would you like to go into a 1little more detail on what you call

general health in Washington?




Q Is that based on the health rete?

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot go into detail but I can say that none
of us, I think, are satisfied with health conditions in this
city. They are not as good as conditions in the Nation's Cap-

itel ought to be.

THE PRESIDENT: Yaa, the death rate and the cunﬂitinna of tubarculusia

and a great mﬂny uther things, -- racilitiea for medical care of
all kinds.
: - kL-f-
Q@ Is Mr. Payne resigning? _ 5

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of.
Q There is.being orgenized a new effort, and it will concentrate ‘
here sometime early in January, an effort to have the .Spanish
embargo lifted. 'Would you cere to discuﬁa thﬂﬁ?' ;
THE PRESIDENT: I never heard of it. =) ' o
Q. They will be down to see you, or Secfetary'McIntyra, vﬁry shortly,
I understand. | |

] : ; - ..
Q,  'Mr. President, did you give Ross Collins any specific antidote for

those bad health conditions? y

THE PRESIDENT: No. .ﬁe is going to talk to quite a number of people
in the course of the next week and will come down again in tﬁe
caur;e of the next ten ﬂ&ys to talk thﬁm over with me.

Q The*quastion q;.gmuup healthﬁ

THE PRESIDENT: That did not come up.

Q ﬁas Federel contribution discussed at £11%

THE PRESIDENT: No. Or taxes., ' '/ ﬁ

MR. STORM: Thenk you, Mr. President. | 8 %
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