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THE PRESID!NTz I got a report from the Library of Congress that since 

last Tuesday's Press Conference there has been a traeodous dei!IUld 

for the works of Banjamin Franklin. {Laughter) 

Q I meant to ask you, you said, "The Sayings of Benjamin Frank11n11 -

THE PRESID.mT: (interposing) I don 1 t remember the name of the book. 

Q But it i~ by Frank11n? 

THE PRESID!NT: Oh, yes. 

MR. DONALDSON& All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there is any news at all this morning. 

Q Mr. President, in connection with your Defense Message, there wasn't 

• 
any mention there of .any program of training mechani~s. Can you . 
tell us anything about what progress has been made on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: That we have not any story on as yet be~ause we have 

not finished our study. 

Q Too early to ask for any reaction to your Message yesterday? 

THE PRESIDmT: I have not heard anything from it except from the 

Senators and Congressmen who came by in line and said that they 

liked it. 

- Q Anything from the State Depa.rtmeot? 

THE PRESID:EliTz No . There may be but I have not read any di'Spatches 

yet. 

Q Azq appointments 1n eight toc:lq, or im 1 t tbe Seate in M•N.ca7 

~ PBESIDDITa Bo appointacts, no. 

05 
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THE PRESIDmiTa No. 

Q Ur. President, does this new plan of Senator Wagner's for $8001 0001000. 

more for housing come within your budget estimates, or is that out 

of the budget? 

THE PRESIDmTa I don't know. What is it? 

Q He has put out a statement about putting a bill in for $800,000,000. 

more for the u.s.H.A. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I can't tell you because I have not 

studied it. Didn't I raise the limit a little while ago? 

MR. EARLY: That was Federal Housing. 

THE PRESIDENTt Then I don't know; I cannot tell you. 

Q Is t here a sufficient plant in this · country for the manufacture of 

these planes as fast as we need them? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, probably this amount of planes can be taken care 

of in existing plants. It means, however, that they will have to 

work two and some of them three shifts. Of course the bottleneck 

in making planes is in 15% to 20% of a specially skilled labor. 

The other 80% or 85%, the mechanics, can be develope(i fairly .fast, 

or mechanics who are already working on other things, like auto-

mobiles, can · be used. The bottleneck lies in that 15% or 2()%. 

Q Does that also include jigs and tools? Is there a bottleneck in t.belll? 

THE PRESIDmT: Not for airplanes but for other things. 

Q Are there any proposals to have a reserve of jigs and tools rather 

tban to build -
. ' 

THE PBFSTDBHT: (interposing) That 1.s 1D that $)2,0001 000. itea. I 

oaDDOt p.ve you a breakdcnm aa to wlat particular tools tbl!r an. 

I pu tM7 are mcluded ill that t32,ooo,ooo. u ... 

. . 
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.. 
Q But there is a plan for the expansion of production facillties in tht 

event of need rather than a definite increase in the total productica 

capacity of existing plants? 

THE PRESIDmT~ Yes, that is the point. 

Q In this plant building program, does the Administration intend to 

work under the same sytttem we have in the Navy - that is, hall' in 

private plants and half in navy yard construction? 

THE PRESIDmT: No. "On this particular program they will be built P1 

private plants except certain experimental planes like, for instance, 

the Philadelphia Navy Yard t urned out three or four planes a yea:r 

of an experimental type. That is not pa:rt of t he general program. 

Q Along that line, how about antiaircraft and tanks, etc. ? Is there 

an existing Government plant sufficient to take ca:re of this or 

will they be sent to private plants? 

THE PRESIDmT: Guns will pr obably be made in Government plants since 

nea:rly all of our guns are made in Government plants. I don 1 t 

!mow who makes the tanks. 

Q The tanks, I think the largest pa:rt a:re m:ade up on Rock Island Arsenal, 
. 

and that is true ~f antiaircraft, but I did not know how fa:r private 

plants are gea:red to take ca:re of that construction. It is pretty 

intricate. 

THE PRESIDmT: I don't know, but on guns we have probably enough capacity 

in the Navy Ya:rd. 

Q Have you any engagements today? 

THE PRFSIDDrr: I think so. Not very~· 

Q 1111 you need arrr special~ roads to mYe these 110b1le at1a1rcraft UDita'J 

THE PRISIDJII'l'a Roads? 

, 
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Q Hig~s? 

THE PRESID!BT1 No. IW3ept, of course, there is still a good deal of 

conversation about and interest in transcontinental and north and­

south higbnys, and there are a good many people who are s~ing 

main, through higbnye as a method of putting WPA labor to something 

that is usef'ul, on the general theory that in a great many locali­

ties the immediate needs, the essential needs of the loca11ties have 

been pretty well taken care of, such as schools and local roads and 

sewers, et cetera, water supply, and the thing is, I think, becom­

ing, well, more popular on t he-Hill to talk about the possi bility 

ot transcontinental and north-and- south main, through highways. 

There is no particular program yet. 

Q Mr. Fdison said he was going to talk to you about means to do away 

with the l ag in shipbuilding. Can you t ell us what that situation 

is? 

THE PRESIDEllT: We are doing all we can, t hat is about all we can say. 

Q Was it labor difficulties? 

THE PRESIDEllT: No, not labor difficult ies a t all. It i s on materials 

and also t he general effort on the part of t he Navy Yards to keep 

the employment in the yard going at an even r ate all through the 

year. It is a perfectly natural tendency on the part of a ' manager. 

or Commandant of a Navy Yard . In other words, if they are build­

ing a couple of destroyers, the ~ency is, when a ship comes in 

f or overhaul from the fleet, to take the m111 off the destroyers 

that are under construction and put tha on the repail'• ..a OYer­

haul of the ship that co••• in. 'lhiD, whe the sbip lA&Tee, tblv 

plt tha back em the destroyers. That aintaiaa a ..,. tlotr ot 

ass 
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employment. Of course ~be net result is that it elowe up the 

length of time it takes to bu1.1d a destroyer • . 
Q Are you doing anything to bring about better relations between the 

A.F. of L. and the C.I.O. ? 

THE PRESI DEliT: Nothing at the present time . 

Q Have you received a report on tbe location of the new Veterans' Hos-

pi tal in Illinois? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet; no . I don 't know where t hat ·is . Have you got 

that, Mac? 

MR. MciNTYRE: It is in the Budget office. 

MR. STORM: Thank you, Mr. President. 

-

• 
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Preas Conference #518 , 
Executive Officea. of the White House, 
January 17, 1939, 4.05 P.M. 

THE PRESI DENT : Well , how is everybody? 

Q Glad to see you , air. 

THE PRESIDENT: I am t hinking(bf taking only one newspaper man on this 

cruise instead of t hree. 

Q Will we have to toss up for it? 

THE PRESIDENT: You are going to be awfully seasick. I don't think 
-

you will warit to toss up for it . Anyway, you will only get one 

story out of the three Press Associations. I am not going to 

write three stories. I can write one , but not three. 

Q Are you going on a cruiser? 

THE PRESIDENT : If I go , yes. 

Q. We have all had a lot of long sea service , 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESI DENT: Gosh, somebody has a good voice . It is all right. 

Q. It is Mr. Donaldson . 

Q Mr . Pr esident , can I get Quoddy out of the way first? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , 

~ The first question is, Do you plan to use the same plan that ypu 

had before? ' 

THE PRESI DENT: I do not plan to use any pl an. . Have you read the 

letter? 

Q Yea , sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: It you read 'he letter that is all the~e is, end t hat 

11 very staple, plain !Dgliah. 

05·7' 
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. 
Q 'l'he second question i e: Do you know what 118ency would act tor you 

• 
in 1fle8l borlql? 

THE PRESIDENT: You will have t o ask the Congressional Oommi ttee. It 

is up bef ore them. 

Q For the benefit of t he tour l ocal newspapers and t o get this small 

matter out of t he way , wi l l you tell us ot your conversation t oday 

with t he Cha irman ot the House District of Columbia Committee, Mr. 

Randolph? 

THE PRESIDENT: I t hink he came in and be tol d me t hat he had taken 

t he chai rmanship and I congr atulat ed him on i t and t het i s all I 

did . We mentioned t he feet t hat t here were problema i n the Di s-

t rict of Columbia . That is about all . 

Q He did not specifi cal ly t ake up these t hings he sai d he did? 

THE PRESI DENI': No , he is coming back l ater on. 

Q I have a pest , too. (Laught er) What about the St . Lawrence this 

t ime? , 

THE PRESI DENT : You know we are stil l t alking over i t and negotiating . 

We ar e making progress . I don't t hink t her e is any par ticular 

• 
news . We are making progress. 

Q As long as we are on power in the Northeast , I wonder if you would 

comment on the attitude of the New England governor s with respect 

t o t he flood control pr ogram? 

THE PRESI DENT: You will have t o be more specifi c. In what regard? 

Q With regard t o t he controversy of New England governors with the 

War Department. 

TBE PBESIDElf.r: In what relation? You will haTe to gat epeo1tio. 

Q Oonrnor Aiken, ot Vemont, hu Aid that ae • part ot State rlaht•, 
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the land should not be taken without their consent. 

THE PRESIDEm': Has t he We.r Department atte~~pted to take land without 

their consent at any time? 

Q No , but t hat bas been hie objection. 

THE PRFSIDENT: Baa the War Department at any time sought to take land 

without the consent of the State of Vermont? Now, that is a rather 

pertinent question . (There was a brief lull . ) 

Don ' t you think that is rat her pertinent ? Don' t you think 

it would be worth bringing that up? I think there is quite a 

story in t hat . 

Q Mr . President, in view - -

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Wait a minute , he is not through with 

Vermont . I have given him a job -- I have given you all a job. 

Q Maybe you can answer it right here? 

THE PRESIDEm' : No , I am putting it up t o you. I am not giving you 

news on that . I am giving you a chance t o follow a trail . 

Q They need a little more coaching. 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , no , you don 1 t. 

Q Mr. President , in following that trail, which do you t hink would 

be the important guide posts , the questi on of state rights, or 

t he private power of New England , or the 1940 Republican nomina-

tiona? (Laughter ) 

THE PRFSI DENI' : You see , the most important thing you have t~ answer 

on that question is: Has the United St ates Government sought t o 

t ake any land in the St ate of Vermont and conda.n it age~ the 

will "of the people or the State of Vemont'l How, it you tilld on. 

inTeatigation that the GoTeraaent has not eought to do that, do 
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not all ot your other questions rather tall by the wayeide? (There 

was a brief lull . ) Answer, "Yea,• or ~Ro.• (Laughter) 

~ Do you consider that the Flood Control Act gives the United Statee 

the power t o take those lands? 

THE PRESIDENl': I do not lcnow; franklY, , I do not know. 

~ Has the United States Government ever gone into the State and taken 

land? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t think so ; not that I know of. And I do not 

think, in this case , the United States Government has sought to 

do it , but that is the thing you had better check on. 

Q Has~here been any suggestion that Vermont would r esume its previous 

disposition. to secede and join Canada? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: I thi.nk it is a situation that will be worked out . I 

think it is e. tempest in a teapot. 
\ 

Q In that connection , Congressman Rankin in House debate yesterday 

stated definitely that the 1938 bill had been amended for the 

specific purpose of permitting power development in New England . 

Is that your underst anding or the bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: Of course that is the objective of i t, to permit power 

development in New England end flood control development and ir-

r igation development and any ot her you want but emphasize the word 

"permit . " 

Q What is the primary purpose? 

THE PRESIDEm' : The prima.ry purpose, of course , is flood control. It 

is m per cent. ot the purpose, in fact, it is the wlaole purpoee, 

100 per cent. ot the present purpoee. 

~ Mr. Preeidat, what wae the objection to lett1Ds the etatee han 
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cont r ol or power developed --

THE PRESI DENT: None at all if they pay. for i~; none at al~. 

~ I thought they wer e willi ng to pay for i t t wo years ago , in t he 

state compact --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Oh, no, the s t ate compact pr ovided t hat 

they would purchase and retain the title to the land , do you see? 

In other words, if you want to build a cottage at HYde Park, close 

to my house , I won ' t sell you the land , I will sell you the right 

to build the cottage and live there as long as you live, rent free , 

as long as you pay for t he cott age , and when you die I will own 

the cottage and the land , That is what the state ~~ted to do . 

~ If the states offered a pl an under which t hey would pay all costs , 

would that be. objected to by the Administration? 

THE PRESIDENT: The whole thing? 

Q Yes, 

THE PRESIDE:t-;"T: No , of course not. 

Q There was a r eport in the morning papers from Tokyo , from a Japanese 

editor, 1n which he warned the United States that if we should 

arm Guam, that J apan would have to smash the .American fleet . Is 

there anything you want to say --

THE PRESIDENT: Also t her e has been some editorial comment about Gu8ll1 

• 

1n.this count ry, hasn 't there? And one or two col umnist s have 

written stor ies about it. All right, I will put i t back i n the ­

form of a question: What is it all about , Fred (St orm)? Has any 

appropriation been asked or thi s Congress for t he rearmiDg ot 

Guam, I mean t he f ortification ot Gualll.? Answer, "Yes, • or •.No. • 

It· 1s the 88Jile thins. In other words, let us stick to b:raaa 
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tacks and facts . Do some snooping on that. It is e good story. 

Q On this flood --

THE PRESIDENT: (i.nterposing) Wait a minute, he is not finished with 

Guam yet. He is writing down the answer. In other words, wouldn t t 

it be a good thi.ng for ell newspapers , American and Japanese, t o 

find out first , before they rush into all kinds of opinions , 

whether we are going to ask Congress for anY. appropriations for 

th~ fortificat i on of Guam this year? I should think that would 

be rather a sensible thing t o do . 

Q That was recommended by a responsible Naval board . Is it not safe 

to ass~e 

THE PR.ESIDEN!' : (interposing) As part of an enormous , big thing - -

I don' t know what -- two billion dollars . It would be better to 

find out whether there has been a request for any appropriation. 

Q Could we find that out here? 

THE PRF.SIDEN.l': You can find it out . I don 1 t think that will come up 

until t~e Navy is called before the committee . The Army is up 

there now and the Navy follows them r i ght along 1n the course of 

the neXt day or two . 

Q Can you give us your views on the fortification of Guam? 

THE PRESIDENT: I can only do it after the Navy gets up there and makes 

their r ecommendation for the appropriation of this money. The 

thing will speak for itself when they get up there . 

Q On the line of defenses , has any definite step been taken to haTe 
. 

standardization or types of new airplanes, say by hartDs mon ot 

the pureult ships about the aame? 

THI PRJ:SIDim': I don't mow. It 1a a teohnloal queatiOD I oeuot 
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answer. In other words, I don't know which companies will build 

them. (Laughter) 

~ Mr. ·President , yesterday t here was a rather lengthy conference at 

the White House with Ambassador Bullitt , the Secr etary of War, 

the Assist ant Secretary , the Assi stant Secr etary of the Navy and 

some people from the Procurement Division of the Treasury and also 

from the Navy Department . Is there anything you can t ell us about 

t hat? None of them would talk. 

THE PRESIDENT: Just one of the continuous conferences . Probably have 

a good man~ more every few weeks . 
/ 

Q Can you tell us anything about Governor Eccles being here? 

THE PRESIDENT: On the general economic situation. 

Who wanted to know some more about floods? 

Q A story came out on the ~~ite House on Saturday t hat you were con-

sidering withdr awing funds allocated for New England flood con-

trol if the state continued t o impose --

THE PRESIDENr: (interposing) -I don' t think there is any news on t hat , 

one ~~y or the ot her, at the present time because I hope that we 

will be able t o go ahead with Federal fUnds on the problem of the 

Conneoti~ River. _r have not given up hope yet. It i s a pretty 

long r iver. 

~ Do you think that a solution might include a oontrsot between the 

state and the Federal Government? 

THE PRESIDENT: What kind of a oontraot? 

~ Not the oontraot that was rejected by Secretary Woodring but a dif· 

ferent one eltminating certain phrases he objeoted to. 

THE PRISIDINl': I don't know beoauee I nuer read the oODtraot OYer. 
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Q HaTe you any pl ans to meet the relief situation if the Congress 

goes through and cuts this relief bi ll to $725 , 000 , 000. ? 

THE PRESIDENT: The only plan is t o cut the sail to fit the cloth. 
~ 

Q I n that connection, can you comment on the Byrnes Committee report? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not had a chance to read it . I got a copy of 

it and a letter from Jimmy Byrnes the other day and I haven ' t had 

a chance to read it . 

Q In your message on the state of the Nation you said there were means 

other than war to let the aggressor nations know our sentiments . 

My editor would like to know if you are willing to amplify that , 

and whether it would be loans to China, or lifting the Spanish 

embargo, economic blockades, cooperation with Latin American --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Pete (Brandt), your editor reminds me 

of old Senator Bale , of Maine, who , way back around 1880 or some-

thing like that, when they were talking about building up a Navy 

for the United States , -- they had not built any ships since_l865 

and the Navy was practical ly nonexistent -- and he kept insisting, 

when they authorized the first ships for the new Navy, he wanted 

to know which ship or ships would be stationed off Portland Harbor 

in case of war. (Laughter) 

Q That was thoughtful. (Laughter) 

Q In other words , you have not got to the point where you are willing 

to tell those plans? 

THE PRESIDENT: Nobody could ever answer that questi on, Pete , cetegor-

ically any more t han I can answer the question ot the perfectly 

honest person who comes in and says, -where haTe you got a naTy?" 

Q In that oonneoUon, Mr. President i s it possible that the anion ot 
'\ 
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Secretary BUll with respect t o aircraft manufactures may be ex-

tended t o other commodities used in war? 

THE PRESIDENI' : That I do not lmow. It depends on eaoh case. 

~ There is a report that the Pres~ent of Mexico has accepted your 

invitation to come here in Mar ch? 

THE PRESIDENT: No ; I am afraid that is only a . report . 

Q It i s also reported that the President of Brazil is coming up here 

after the foreign minister comes up here . 

THE PRESIDENI': I did not know that . I will be very glad to have a 

visit from the President of Mexico and the President of Brazil , 

but the only thing I know i s that the Secretary of Foreign Af-

fairs, Senor Aranha, is coming. 

Q Are you taking any new steps in connection with the controversy 

with Commonwealth and southern over the sale of their properties? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard a word for three weeks, not a word. 

Q Is it your understanding that this entire $725 ,000,000. O!lll be used 

in the next five months or does it depend on the obligations going 

over into the next fiscal year? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no. The simple way of putting it is this: I can­

not give you the exact figure out of the $725 , 000 ,000. but you 

will remember when I asked for $875,000,000. to be appropriated 

' t or the balance of this fiscal year, the budget showed that out 

of the $875,000,000. there would actually go out of. the Treasury 

in the form ot cash $750,000,000. before the thirtieth of JUDe. 

That l ag of t125,000,000. waa caused by various el.aent•· ~or 

exaaple, .. tarials obligated, that is, ordered the 8D4 ot lla7, 

let ua say, or the beginning ot May and del1nre4 OD the job the 
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twentieth or twenty-fifth of .Tune, probably would not actually 

be paid for until the f ourth or fifth of .Tuly. In the same man-

ner a great many WPA workers, in faot practically all of them, 

working from the fifteenth of .Tune to the fi r st of .Tuly, -- the 

money would not go out of the Treasury until three or four days 

into the next fi scal year. Theref ore, if the total appropriation 

is $725 ,000 ,000 . , the actual burden on this fiscal year out of 

the Treasury Department would be , Oh , substantially whet? --

$110,000 ,000 . or ~1~5 , 000,000 . less than the $725 , 000 ,000. It 

would be apprqximat ely $610,000,000. 

~ Can you tell us anything as to the size of the relief cut to br ing 

the figure down to the i725,000,000 . ? 

THE PRESIDENT: The siz-e of the out? 

Q. Yes . 

THE PRESIDENT: I think that Colonel Har r i ngton has worked that out. 

My recollection is that it means a discharge of more than - - some-

where between a million and a million and a qu~rter of relief 

workers by the f irs t of June , and judging on the ratio of t hree 

and a half people dependent on each relief worker, it takes off 

relief about , between four and five milli on people between Febru-

ary and the first of June. 

Q Mr. President , could you give us anything on the s ize of the pro-

oessing taxes? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don 't think it is a pending question. I haTe not 

heard anything about it. It will be one of those thills• 8tu4ie4 

by the committees on the Bill. The final disqretioa rests with 

them. The only thing that can be said is what has been •a14 
' 

• 
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before , t hat processing taxes do f all in the general catego~ ot 

t axes on the consumi ng publi c es e whole . They belong in that 

category just like the cigarette tax, and the gasoline t ax and 

things or that kind . 

~ Do you look upon it as a depressant? 

THE PRESIDEm' : It undoubtedly i s a depressant . 

~ And in your Budget Message you recommended against any depressant? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is right . 

Q On t his relief situati on , Mayor La Guardia told the Senate Committee , 

as representa~ive of Mayors ot cities, t hat the cities cannot bear 

this increased cost of feeding these people that are cut off the 

relief rolls if the cut goes through on relief. Who is going to 

feed those people? 

THE PRESIDENT : I am asking myself that question. The Mayor is sub­

stlintially correct . Comparing the situation with 19.3.3·, l~t us 

say, the financial condition of nearly all cities , the great major­

ity, is very definitely better off . It could not possibly be as 

bad as it was then and have the cities survive . Some of you will 

remember in the fall or early winter of 1932- 3.3, the problem of 

the City of New York which had to borro~ enough money on tax cer­

tificates and one-month, thirty- day notes, and things like that 

to meet its own payroll . The City of New York was practicall y 

broke, could not get credit f r om the banks or anybody else . That 

was true . Detroit was i n an equally -- rather , a worse aituati on. 

Ot course that could not l ast. 

Since t hen , gradual l y' t he oitiea haTe been ge~tiD« ~o • 

poe1t1~ wher e they were aeeting t heir o~rrying obarse• and meet-

067 



518 -- 12 

1Dg the due dates on their bills and notes and bonds and toda7 

the general credit situation of the cities is good insofar as 

their existing obligations go. But they are not in a position, 

because they are all very close to their debit line, beyond which 

they cannot go because of constitutional or statutory provisions. 

They are so close t o it that they could not properly meet very 

, much more in relief costs. Most of them are taking pretty good 

care of the unemployables , which is in accordance with what bas 

· been the ·poli cy for four or five years, but they are not able, 

even today, to take care of the employables who are on the wait-

ing list of WPA. In other words, where there are three million 

people on WPA, there are at least another million people who are 

on the waiting list to get on. 

~ Mr. Presiden~, if there is a reduction in ~PA funds, would that re-

duction be prorated through the months or made heavier toward the 

' 
end of the fiscal year? 

THE PRESIDENT: That I do not know. That has been test ified to, I 

t hink by Colonel Harrington , before the Senate committee, I don't 

know what his schedule is. 

~ Returning f or a minute to my question, if Congress should make ap-

propriations for the 1940 year, so that that money would be avail-

able on the first of July, thea would you still have to have this 

$110,000,000 . or $115,000,000 . lsg? 

• THE PRESIDENI': Yes. Those funds are not made available until the 

first of July. We could not obligate any of it before the tirat 

of July for uterials and things of that kind. 

' 
~ On thia flood control matter, -.ould you care to gin .us th·e benefit 
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of your conclusi ons as to Governor Aiken' s motives in asking tor 

that defense fund? 

THE PRESIDENT: I certainly am not going to give you opinions on any-

body' s motives. (Laughter) 

Q Can you tell us anything more about Donald Wakefield Sm1 th? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not done a thing about appointments now since 

last Tuesday. 

Q What about Messages, Mr . President? Any schedule? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have only one more Message going in , as I can remem-

ber , and thet relates to this health report which I am transmit-

ting with a very brief Message. It is health security -- the pro-

gram of health security. 

Q How about railroads? 

THE PRESIDE!fi': I have not any Message on that now. I am not dead sure 

on railroads that I will send a Message because, after all , we 

all know what the problem is . I cannot add to the statement very 

much. I am seeing Senator Wheeler , I think he gets back today, 

and Congressman Lea. 

Q Will your Health Message go up tomorrow'? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not written ~t yet . It may go up Thursday. 

Q When did you say you would see Senator Wheeler? 

' THE PRESIDENT: Within the next two or thr ee days , and Congressman 

Lea , too. 

Q Both of them? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

(At this point Mr. Early spoke to the _President.) 

Oh, exouae me , I ,orsot entirely that I have a ver.r ~~t 
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Menage going up on Thureda7. 

Q What is that? 

THE PRESIDENt': On the situation -- two things which go .... right together. 

The first is the situation that bas been created by the Supreme 

Court decision in regard to employees of companies like the New 

York Port Author! ty -- and there are a lot of them all onr tlle 

country -- and also the owners of bonds of organizations like the 

Port Authority, under which decision , unless there is legislation 

passed before the fifteenth of the month, the Treasury has got to 

tax retroactively for three years all salaries of employees of 

those quasi Government institutions, and the interest on all their 

bonds, retroactively . And, of course, with that goes the other 

part of t .he same subject on which I sent a Uessage last April re­

garding the future taxation of all Government salaries of all 

kinds, Federal, state and local, and all coupons on future Gov­

ernment bonds, Federal , state and local . In other words, confer­

r ing by statute the right to put on a Federal tax and the rights 

by states to put on state taxes. It is a repetition of what I 

said last April. 

Q Will t.hat constitute your short and simple statute -- two parts? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes. 

Q What was that decision? 

THE PRESIDENT: The Port of Authority of New York. 

Q I take 1 t from what you say that you send the Philippine Islands' 

report without a Keseage? 

THE PRJ:SIDIN'l': I think that will go up without a Yeaeage - go up 

with a letter. 
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Q This week? 

THE PIUSIDl!Nl': I don't know; I have not got around to it yet. 

YR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President. 



COlO'IDDriAL 
Preee Conference i519, 
Executive Ottioes ot the White Bouse , 
January 20, 1939, 10.43 A; oMo 

MR. DONAI..OOON: All in. 

TBE PRESIDml': Will somebody ask a question? I haven't any news. 

Q Tell us something about the railroad confer ence ot yesterday? 

TBE PRESIDENT: Oh, making progress; t hat is about all. 

Q Wnat about your Philippine Message? 
' 

T~ PRESIDENT: I think that i s going up on Monday or Tuesday, not in 

the form of a Message but of a letter. 

Q Will you later on send up a speci~Message? 

THE PRESIDENT: No ; let ter s will cover the whole thing . 

Q Is the Federal Government going to do anything about those dispos-

sassed share croppers in Southeastern Missouri? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard since day before yesterday. The Farm 

Security had some people out there; I cannot give you the details 

of what has happened. 

Q Have they reported? 

TBE PRESIDENT: To me? No . 

Q Will you comment on t his suggestion for a world cotton confer ence? 

TBE PRESI DllNl': I think it would be a very good thing to have one. 

The lates~ report f r om the wheat conference is that it is going 

very well. / 

Q Do you contemplate taking any initiative in that? 

TBE 'PRESIDJ!Nr: I do not know yet; just talking about it. 

Q Does it aec as though there will be world wheat control, orop oon-

trol? 
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THE PRESIDENT: Well; they are working towards that. 

Q Has any progress been made, to your knowledge, on a tlood control 

compromise? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard a word since Tuesday. 

Q Mr. President, have you heard anything from McNutt (High Commissioner 

Paul V. McNutt of the -Philippines) as to when he is coming back 

or it he is coming back? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think he is coming back this spring. I do not know; 

I have not had any definite word. 

Q Is that- a resignation or a business call? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know; the subject has not been discussed at 

all • . 

Q Can you tell us when or if you are going to send Donald Wakefield 

Smith's name to the Senate? 

T.Hl!: PRESIDENT: I have not done anything about appointments since last 

Tuesday. 

Q Mr. President, some of the news this morning, I think, stated that 

the Attorney General had recommended, or taken some action on 

possible Federal judges. Has that reached you in any way? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. We are going to talk over the week end about 

quite a lot of vacancies, Federal judges and district attorneys 

and marshals. You see, there are a good many vacancies and, when 

the new Attorney General went in, he was not familiar with all 

the details or recommendations and has been ·studying them. I 

think he is about ready to take that up. 

Q Is Senator Gut:tey going to talk to you about the Third Circuit today? 

THE PBESIDEtlr: Not that I know ot. 
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Q oan you say whether you do or do not favor the $5,000,000. appro­

priation tor fortifying Guam? 

THE PRESIDENr: Is there a $5,000,000. appropriation for fortifying 

Guam? 

Q That is my understanding of it. 

THE PRESIDENr: Deepening the harbor?· 

Q Guess you have got me there. (Laughter) 

Q Mr. President, do you see a difference between an authorization and 

an appropriation? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and, by the way, you can all do a very great serv­

ice to the American people: It is one of thos~things that, I do 

not ·suppose, one citizen out of ten, maybe one out of a hundred 

understands the legislative process. Actually beginning I do not 

know when, but early in the last century• the Congress for.med the 

habit -- there is nothing in the Constitution about it ~- formed 

the habit of passing authorizations and for well over a hundred 

years the Congress has been passing authorizations for future 

programs. 

Now, it is perfectly cor!ect in writing a headline to say 

that such and such a project, a local project or a veteraps' hoe-
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pital or flood control or Federal buildings or all kinds of things, 

that it has been authorized by the Congress, but the average lay­

man, the average reader, when he reads that story that the thing 

has been authorized, he as~es that it is going to st~. 

The Press oan be of real serYioe to the Nation in making it 

clear to the people that an authorization doea not mean that the 

thing is going to be dODe. 
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I suppose, it you were to sdd up the different authorizations 

t hat have bean made by the past sennty Congresses, you would :f'ind 

that the amount o:f' money authori~ed runs into five or six billion 

dollars of projects that have never been built. Authorization 

does not mean building. It means that this Congress says~ 

formal action, "We are going to aut hori ze something and we hope 

that some tuture Congress will go along and appropri at e the money 

for usL" That is all that it means. And , as I say , there are 

probably dozens and dozens of Federal projects t hat were author-

ized a hundred years ago that have never been built . 

Q It would seem to commit the Congress to give the project but it com-

mits the Administration to nothing at all? 

TJ:fu P.Rl!SIDENr : Absolutely nothing ; one Congress cannot commit a f'uture 

Congress . 

Q It could commit itself in one session to act in a second session? 

THh: PRESIDENI' : Not necessarily. This session authorizes -- what will 

I say? -- a new post office for Baltimore; it does not mean t hat 

·at the next session they are going to appropriate the money for 

a new post office in Baltimore. It is an expression of what they 

would like to do at some f'uture t ime. There is no commitment. 

You will find dozens and dozens of things where t hey have done 
' . 

t hat at t he first session and then have failed to go through with 

it at the second session. 

Q You do not think there is any deception or misr epresentation to have 

one session ot Congress say that it is in favor ot doing a thing 

with no idea in back ot Us mind ot doing it? 

THE PRKSIDIM': I thi.Dk, probably, whal:l they s-aa the thiDg the7 exPSOt 
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t o do it. There is no deception 1n i t . It i s the expression or 

a pious hops. (Laughter) It is -- what will I say? - 1t is a 

New Year' s r esolut i on. (Laughter) Somet imes they are lived up 

t o. 

~ Mr. President , need there be any confusion i n anybody1 s mind as to 

where you say you s t and on Guam, to be speci fic? 
. 

Tlil!: PR.ESIDENl' : I don't think there is any confusion; I do not think 

there need be . 

~ You are for it? 
\ 

THE PRESIDENT: No , I am not . That is exactly the point; let us get 

it perfectly clear: This board of the Navy said , "Here is a 

beautiful idea . The total cost will run to -- I don ' t know what 

' five or six hundred million dollars. This is what we think at 

the present time should be done over a course of years . All 

right . We actually want forty or fifty million dollars spent this 

year towards that program. 11 All right . Now, I am hot taking sides 

or bothering my head about the long- range program. I am consider-

ing the appropriati ons for this year, that is all . I am not com-

mitting myself. I am not making up my mind because I do not know 

what we are going to need next year or t he year after or five years 

from now on that progr am . I have not the faintest i dea . The 

change in world events bet ween now and next January might make it 

possible for us to abandon the rest of that program; I do not know. 

~ As of t oday. 

THE PRESIDENT: As of today I am 1n accord with the proposal to start 

the dredging or the harbor or ~. 

~ What was 'tbat word? 
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THE PRESIDENI': In accord. 

~ In 1919 another Naval board recommended the fortification of Guam 

and that became the basis of the 1922 Naval Conference. Is there 

any such thought in connection with this as a possible basis tor 

negotiations with Japan? 

THE PRESIDEm': No, I hadn't thought of it at all. We simply thought 

that the harbor of Guam needs deepening . 

I will give yo~ an illustration about authorization. In 

1916 the Congress passed an authorization bill for a tremendous 

increase of the Navy, a great many battleships, some battle 

cruisers -- three battle cruisers, and 100 destroyers and 50 sub-

marines, et cetera. Older people will remember that part'icular 

program; there was a great deal of interest in it. Actually, the 
; 

program was not ca.rried out because at the end of the war we did 

not want to build any and then we had the 1921 Conference. ~e 

completed the three battle cruisers, ·which were actually under 

construction, and converted them into airplane carriers. 

~ The dredging will cost about a million and a half? 

T.HE PRESIDEN!': I think so. 

Q You approve that for next year 's appropriation bill? 
-

THE PRESIDEN!': Yes. 

Q In your Message to the Congress a few days ago, you created or 

spoke of a Federal Real Est ate Board -- I think that was the name 

ot it -- to study the effect of local properties, which includes 

the District ot Columbia. It occurred to. me that that 111gh1; poe-

sibly be a general program with relation to the goTernment of the 

D1str1at of Ooluabia, with reepect to which we do not now haTe 

-
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any other bureaus. Aliything you can tell us on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: There isn't any program at the present time but, on · 

the problem of the District Government, I have bean veey much con­

cerned of late, as I told you, about the human needs of the Dis-

trict of Columbia • . In other words, primarily, the question of 

hospitals and health. I am not the least bit satisfied with the 

present status. 

As to the future, it is all more or less involved with the 

question of the government of the District of Columbia. As a gen-

eral proposition, that involves taxes in the District of Columbia. 

If you will dig up the report that was made two years ago, you 

will see that in comparison with the cities in the United States 

of similar size -- I think they took the five next biggest cities 

and the five next smallest cities -- it was shown that taxes, as 

a whole, in the District of Columbia are lower. They are at the 

bottom of the list of cities of the same size. The first thing 

we have got to determine is whether the District of Col~bia taxes 
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can be ra~sed to bring in more money to run the District of Columbia 

government. Then, having determined that, we must determine as to 

whether the Federal Government might add to its contribution more 

money than it is giving now. But the fact remains that we have 

got to get more money, both by taxes .and by Federal contributions, 

to improve the government of the District of Columbia. 

Q May I ask you one more que.stion? May I presume that I am correct 

in saying that your reports from that Federal Board, onldlich there 

are two members of your Cabinet, would find as to whether or not · 

the Federal Governmant owed more or .lees or whnher their share 
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would be more or less? 

THE PJm:m)!Nl': No, I do not think so. I think I would put ae nUIIber 

one, a s t o whether the District ot Columbia should not pay more 

taxes. 

Q Yr. Pres i dent, coming back t o thi s Guam t hing , t her e is one point 

on whi ch I am not quite clear. You sai d you are in f avor ot dredg-

ing the harbor of Guam. Only a part of t he $5 , 000 , 000. appr opria­

tion i s tor dr edging. Are you in f avor of t he $5 , 000 , 000 . appro-

priati on? 

THE PRESIDENI': What are the other things? To impr ove the landing 

facilities for planes , both in the harbor and on the gr ound? 

Q There is another milli on tor barracks? 

THE PRESI D:HNI' : Yes , that . is r ight. 

Q. You want the whol e appr opriation? 

THE PRESID:HNI' : Yes , because those barracks , as I ramember i t, are in 

very bad shape and inadequate for t he present number , small number 

of marines who are staying on the Island. 

Q Should they appropriat e i t so that t he $5 , 000 , 000. will pe avail able 

next year or do you want a million and a half ava i l abl e for dredg-

ing? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know because I have not seen the bill. 

Q Have you heard yet from Rubl ee (Yr. Ge~rge Rubl ee) concerning sus-

pension ot refugee negotiations wit h the German Government? 

THE PRESIDmr: Nothing new on t hat. You will have t o ask the State 

Department. 

Q An7thing new on the relief situatiOD? 

TBI PRJ:SIDmfl': Nothing, uoept what I read in the papers thia IIOI"'liJia. 

07 
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~ Would that plan be acceptable to you for the appropriation (for re­

. lief) t o carry through until about April at the present rete? 

THE PRESIDENI' : I cennot say anything on that. 

YR. STORll: Thank you, Yr. President . 

• 
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Press Conference #520, 
Executive Offices of t he White House , 
~anuary 24, 19391 4 .10 P.M. 

TBE PRESIU~: ~ell, boys, how are you? 

Q ~~t are those (indicating)? 

THE PRESIDENI': ~ust some of the new stamps. 

Well, I think it is a very dull day today. 

Q They tell me that the SUsan B • .Anthony stamp is a winner . A lot 

of women think it is a great s tamp. Did Farley ever tell you 

that it is a big money-maker? 
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'I' HE PRESIDENT: Get the story on the sales of it compared with the other 

three-cent st amps . It is way up on top of the list . 

Q What is that? 

Q The susan B. Anthony stamp. 

THE PRESIDENT: The same way, the Mother ' s Dayfstamp went awfully big . 

But the Virginia Dare, holding a baby i .n the arms, did not get 

anywhere at all. Nobody paid any attention to it . (Laughter) I 

thought that one would go big but they didn ' t care about ·the baby. 

~ That was a five- cent stamp? 

THE PRESIDENT: That ' s right . It made a difference . 

MR. DONALD.'30N : All~· 

T~ PRESIDENT: I do not think I have anything today except ~~t on 

·Thursday, if you will go to the Attorney General , he will give you 

a story about the National Parole Conference that will be held 

here this spring. Let him give the story. 

Q Ur. President, will Mr • .Amlie take to the I.c.c. any definite i deas 

on railroad rehabil itation? 
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THE PJ?SIDEN!': That I really - you should ask s0111e other source , 

probably the Almighty. 

~ Has the Attorney General subm.i tted any recommendation on the judge-

ship for Southern California? 

T.Hl': PRESIDENT: No . 

~ Mr. President, there have been various reports published in various 

parts of the count~ about the possibility of a resignation from 

Secretary of Agriculture Wallace . Have you any comments? 
• 

THE PRESIDENT: About what? 

Q About the possibility of the resignation of Secretary Wallace? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is another pipe dream. 

Q Could you , sir , give us any light on the Federal Communications Com­
/' 

mission situation further than you put in your letter to the Chair-

man today? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think so . I think that Senator Wheeler' s com-

m.ittee and Congressman LeWis ' committee are going to have the 

Chairman ~11 there t o discuss things in the hearing, end probably 

other people , to see whether something can be worked out for re-

organization. 

• Q What Yms the cause of your dissatisfaction , the five-man setup or --

T.BE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Well, there are -- the principal diffi-

oulty, as you doubtless know, is that the law in regard to the 

work of the Federal Communications Commission in effect says, 

"You gentlemen are a commission and you will please do what is 

necessary in regard to wire communications and radio cc J"ioa-

tiona," and fails almost completely to announce any policy tor 
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the gentlemen on the Oc.aisaion to tollow. That is pretq- generall7 
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recognized, I think, by the Press and the Congress and the SeDate 

the HOuse and Senate. 

If any of us were given a job merely t o superTiae such and 

such an industry without being told what was expected of us, we 

would find it rather difficult to carry out the job that was given 

t o us. You are supposed' to be told when you are given a job what 

the policy or the objective is but that does not exist in the law 

and that i s the primary t rouble. 

The first thing that has got to be done is to state the policy 

of the Government of the United States and , when that is done from 

the experience already gained , we probably w~ll be able to make 

certain administrative changes which will make it easier to carry 

out the objectives lai d down by the Congress. 

That is about all one can say at the present time . 

Q Any idea of what the policies should be? 

THE PRESIDENT : Nothing more than I have said. Of course t here are a 

good many different methods of carrying out a blueprint. You can 

make half a dozen different blueprints . It seems probable we 

should have a somewhat different setup from what we have now. 

But, on the other hand , you can pick from any two or three 4if­

ferent blueprints, and t hat is the thing that the hearings will 

bring out . 

Q Will that change in the setup involve any change in the status of 

Chairman McNinch? 

THE PREBIDENI': No; obviously there will be no change ·Wit!lood legis­

lation. 

Q Do J'OU han in llind a tbree-II&D Cc 1 saionf 

08 
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THE PRESIDENr: I han answered that already. 

Q we did not quite bear that? 

THE PRESIDENr: I han annered that already. In other words, I have 
, 

told you that there oan be several different kinds ot blueprints. 

Q On the matter ot substantive policy, you mean suob things as oontrol 

over networks and approval ot states and supervision? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, ell those. 

Q Would you like Congress to give them some kind ot p.olicy with respect 

to ownership, multiple ownership? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q vnruat about newspaper ownership? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is one of the things. There is not any policy 

today and I think everybody would be happier, including newspapers 

and radio station owners, if they knew the law. 

Q What about individual control over the stations by the chains? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is one of the questions. There ought to be a 

policy . 

Q Does the policy apply to radio alone or to telegram and telegraph 

and telephone? 

THE PRESIDENT: Same thing for them. 

Q Same degree? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , because you have a much simpler pic(ure there; you 

have three things. 

Q Can you tell us anything about ~he background of the Amlie appoint-

ment, who is tor him or anything of that sort? 

THE PBESIDDlT: I suppose I might put it this way: I have to piok a 
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Q And were Republicans naturally barred? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no; what was he? 

Q A Progressive. 

THE PRESIDENT: All I wanted to know was, "Is he a non-Democrat?• And 

they said, wyes," and that was all right. 

~ With whom did you have this conversation? (Laughter) • 

Q What about his qualifications for the post. Did you take cognizance 

of that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Do you suppose I would have sent his name in if I 

thought he was not qualified? 

Q I am asking what the qualifications are, I assure you. 

THE PRESIDENT: Have I ever been asked a question like that in all our 

Press Conferences? Do you want me to give you a list of the qual-

ificetions of people whose names I submit to the Senate? Do you 

want me to give you his life history, a list of the things that 

he said or that he did for the last twenty years? That is silly. 

Q Mr. President, is there any thought of asking the Attorney General 
. 

for an opinion on this large controversial question of the Pres-

ident's power to lift the Spanish embargo? 

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to ask the State Department about that. 
I 

The lawyers have been going into it, I think, for the last month 
' 

and I frankly do not know what the statue is. 

Q In that connection, putting aside the legal aspects of it, do you 

feel that the embargo on the shipment of arms to Spain is oonsis-

tent with traditional foreign policy? • 

THE PRESIDENT: That reminds· me ot a piece I read thia morning that 

there should be a speoit~c outline ot a d•tinite, hard and tan 
' 

, 
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foreign policy to meet nery possible contingent oase, next week, 

next month, next year and through all the years. Now, how is that 

hnmenly possible? Anybody who knows anything about foreign policy 

knows that it is not. 

Q That implies, sir, that you think the foreign policy should be flex­

ible and perhaps 

THE PRFSID!M': (interposing) No, it does not; that is exactly the 

point. That is didactic. In other words, because you cannot out­

line a specific foreign policy to meet every possible act for 

twenty years to come, it does not mean that your foreign policy 

is purely flexible and therefore nonexistent. I think the-Amer­

ican foreign policy is pretty well established. It started in 

1776 and we have been gathering, during the course of all those 

years, a ·pretty definite American foreign policy. It is 150 years 

old -~ a little more than that, 164 years old. That is the Amer­

ican foreign policy and you cannot write that down, one, two, 

three, four, to meet every situation that is going to come up in 

every part of the world in the next year or next ten years. 

No human being can define foreign policy except a columnist. 

(Laughter) 

Q Do you feel the present sit~tion in Spain has changed since the 

time you employed the embargo so that a review of that situation 

is desirable now? 

THE P.RESIDENl': I think you have the history of the present posi t1on 

as tar as I have. I th1Dlc you can reTiew it and ..te 7081" oa 

interpretation of what, exactly, has been happening over the last 

two and a llalt yeare. I Jlisht not agree with your iDterpretaUOD· 
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but I would probably agree w1 th your tact e. 

~ ID your conversation today with Mr. Quigley or Mr. J'onee (J'eeecl 

J'ones, Chairman ot the R.7.C.), did you discuss the possibilitJ 

ot R.7.C. financing tor those Nebraska power districts? 

THE PRESIDEm': · I did not· with Mr. Quigley. llr. J'ones said, as he was 

going out, that he had had an application tram one company and 

he did not have much details but he would let me know about it 

later on . That was one company. 

Q Was it one of the power districts 1n the state? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think so. 

Q It seems they, are looking for money. 

Q Mr. Presi dent , can you tell us to what extent the Government is 

going to pro~ide additional facilities for counter-espionage pur­

poses? Can you tell us to what extent the Government has gone 

into it? 

' 087. 

THE PRESIDENT: Only the additional appropriations that have been asked 

for. That is all we can ever say on that. If we get the money, 

it will be spent for that purpose but, of course, we cannot tell 

you how it is going to be spent because that would be the same 

thing as telling the other fellow t hat you are after him. 

Q Do you favor a City Manager for the District of Columbia? 

THE PRESIDENI' : I have not taken that up at all. I read it 1n the 

papers that I had. (Laughter) 

Q In your talks on the local tax situation and other problem., has . 

there bean anr disousslon of wbat is called "Looel ~· ancl 

"Looal Selt-Goveraaent•1 

THE PRIBillBrll': Ho. 
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Q. There was a moTe made 1D the house today tor an iDquiry iDto the 

possibility ot impeaching Secretary PerkiDs. Would you care to 

COIIIIIleDt on that? 

THE PRESIDENI':, Increasing what? (Laughter) 

Q. Impeaching. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENI': I suppose the answer is "No, not yet." 

Q. Mr. President, have you c'onferred in the last few days With Secre­

tary Woodring on .this New England flood control situation? 

THE PRF.SIDENr: I do not think so. I do not think we have talked about 

it for about a week. Is there anything new on it? 

Q Senator Walsh is back in town -- we hope he is -- (laughter) 

THE PRESIDEm': I do not think I have talked to Harry about it for just 

about a week. 

Q Are you going to ask for a deficiency appropriation to continue the 

monopoly inquiry? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think it goes right to the Committee, does it not? 

Q. Yes. 

THE PRESIDENT: Undoubtedly we-will have to. They all feel they have 

not enough money to last them through the year. 

Q The S.E.C. feel that they need a considerable sum of money to carry 

• out their part of it. 

Q . $400,000. is what Chairman Douglas told us today. 

THE PRESIDENT: Doesn't that deficiency appropriation go 'to the whole 

Committee and then get allocated? 

Q. Yes sir, The original appropriation was split six 1f87&• ~ ia 

what Douglaa aaid. 

THE PBISIDBHr: Yea ldld that has all been allooated. 
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asked tor a detioienoy appropriation tor the whole Committee? 

~ou might oheok on that. I haTe an idea I had already asked tor 

another lump sum. I do not know how they divide it up between 

the six different agencies. I think. ! have asked; it I have not, 

I em going to. 

Q, Have you any comment on the possible extension of m.edioal aid ac­

tivities to rural aid and to the farmers? 

THE PRESIDENr: That is true of Farm Security. I do not know a thing 

about it. 

Q, They have a group that is parallel to the Group Health Association. 

TEE PRESIDENI': In how many places do they have that, do you know? 

Q In a large number of counties throughout the Dakotas. 

Q. Througllout the country. 

THE PRESIDENT: I will have to find out about it. 

Q, Can ypu tell us how much the Ionopoly Committee will need? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. 

MR. STORM: Thank you, Mr. President. 

-
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THE . PRESIDENT: Remember, Russell (Young), the old days when you and 

I used t o cover the State Department? 

Q. (:Yr. Young) Yes, sir; nice days , too. I always liked Buche.D81l. 

(Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Yea. 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: What is the news? 

Q. Mr . President, do you think the strategic potentialit ies of Guam 

inhibiting the possible invasion of the Philippines ought to be 

considered 1n the work being done there? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. 

Q. Mr. President, has this Government taken any steps to assist or 

facilitate France in buying planes in this country? 

THE PRESIDENT: As you put the question, no. The actual tact is a 

very simple one . The French Government has wanted to buy planes 

over here for obvious reasons . We talked it over in Cabinet and . 

we have considered it first from the point of view of the fact 

that most of the airplane factories in this country are, today, - . 

idle. Six of the major companies are practically· closed up. ODe 

ot the l argest engine companies just the other day laid ott 1500 ' 

men. For our own program in the future it is very desirable that 

we tacili tate the getting ot new orders to start tile ai$M• 

plants going, especially it those orders can caae 1n ver.r ~iokl7 

•o that they will be sub•tantially ooapleted before oar 1arser 
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prograa oe.n be authorized and actually got under way. The J'renoh 

Governaent did want planes and we told them there was no reason 

why they should not place orders f or planes in fact, it would 

be an excellent t hing for them to do. That is about the size of 

it. 

~ The same for Great Britain, Mr. President1 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. I don ' t think they are actually after 

any planes at this time; not that I know of. 

Q Mr. President, are they being given any financial assistance in the 

way of credit or anything l i ke that? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , nothing at all . 

Q Noth.i.ng at all, just cash on the barrel head. 

Q Can you cle~r up this matter as to whether the Secretary of the 

Treasury had issued order s to permit a representative of the 

French Air Ministry to fly in this plane at Los Angeles? 

THE PRESIDENT: That , again, is putting it just so much off color that 

it i s not quite right . In other words, the Treasury and the War 

Department have said there was no objection t o their ordering 

planes from private companies . Well, let us be perfectly specific . 

You want to know what this plane was that crashed. It was a plane 

which had not been accepted by the United States Government. It 

was purely a manufacturer' s plane. It was being flown at the tille 

at a publi c municipal airport by the company. We don't know 

whether, on our new order, we will buy that plane or some other 

plane beeause that plane has not yet been placed ln o• ztUUOil 

w1 tb . the other planes, and we do not mow yet what tne we will 

order. Our deoiaion will be biased on oaapetition as. to. 'tJ'pe and 
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also caapetition as to price. That won't happen, as I understand 
\ 

it, tor about another six weeks or two months. In other words, 

it was a perfectly normal purchase and a perfectly normal testing 

out or the plane. 

Q Mr. President, where does the Treasury Department move in this pic-
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ture? I can understand about the War Department but I cannot about 

the Treasury. 

THE PRESIDENT: For two very simple reasons: The first is that the 

Treasury Department is, of course, interested in building up the 

trade of the United States as a general thing. This is a part of 

American exports. And the seconQ reason is that on the procure-

ment of pl~es and a great many other things, the Procurement Di-

vision of the Treasury works in very close cooperation with the 

Army procurement system and the Navy procurement system • 
.,.. 

Q Mr. President, will you see members of the Maine Congressional dele-

gat i on in regard to Passamaquoddy? 

THE PRESIDENT: Will I what? 

Q Will you see members of the Maine Congressional delegation in regard 

to Passamaquoddy? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of. I don t t think there has been a re-

quest to come down and talk to me. 

Q I understood that there has been . 

MR. MciNTYRE: Not recently, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Not recently. 

Q Can you comment on the Civil Service conference yesterdatt ' 
• 

THE PRESIDENT: There will be a story on that but not until .llondq. 

Q Has .Tudge .llanton, ot Nn York, subai tted his resignation? 
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THE PRESIDml': No; I haTe not heard of it. 
\I 

Q Has the name ot Ben Smith been suggested or coneidered as Aabaeea-

dor to Russia? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. You will have to ask the State Depart-

ment. I suppose we have had -- I suppose the state Department 

has had at least 75 or 100 names submitted. 

. Q Are you considering th1fames ot possible successors to Mr. MQNutt 

of the Philippines? 

THE PRESIDENr: Nothing on that at all.. I don't even know when he is 

coming home. 

Q Any appointments -- any nominations today? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think, Earl (Godwin) there is anything going 

up today. 

~ Have you had any report from the Business Advisory Council here? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. I saw two or three of them yesterday who 

dropped in to see me. 

Q What was their attitude toward the Government now? 

THE PRESIDENT: Very nice. (Laughter) 

Q Are they going to cooperate? 

THE PRJ!SIDENT: Yes. 

Q May we expec.t a story any time soon about aircraft mechanics? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know where that stands~ I ~ow they are still 
• 

working on it. 

Q They told us that it was on your desk, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. I asked them about it three daye w ead they 

said they are not ready yet. 

Q A:sq OOliJIUIIlt on the dieou .. ion ot the liaoonain Legislature wUh reapeot 

~ 
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to Mr • .Amlie? 

THE PRES IDEm': No. 

Q Di d a taction ot the Democratic Party 'out there ask you tor an in-

terTiew t o diseuse that? 

THE PRESIDENI': No • 
/ 

MR. STORK: Thank you, Mr. President . 
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