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CONFIDENTIAL )

Press Conference #604, '

Executive Offices of the White House,

December 8, 1939, 10.50 L.H{

THE PRESIDENT: These girls don't know what they missed last night.

Q May (Miss Craig) has another question. |

THE PRESIDENT: Bitting up too late?

Q All night.

Q (Mr. Godwin) Nice speech last night; nice talk.

THE PRESIDENT: I took it off the back of the menu. I wrote down some
notes.

Q (Mr. Godwin) Very nice; very happy. I hope you feel all right. I
felt all right up to 4l £i88 got up this morning.

THE PRESIDENT: I did not get emough sleep. There was a bunch of stuff
from the Stete Department last night and I sat up until about 2.00
o'clock.

Q@ There were a lot of inquiries as to whether you.had ptomaine poison-
ing. i

THE PRESIDENT: It was all right and I ate a little of everything.

Aren't they all in yet?

Q@ Not quite; there is a big house.

MR, DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I am sorry to be late but it is all the fault of Joe
Kennedy (Ambassador Kennedy). He came in this morning at the
crack of dewn, We have been telking ever since. And we will talk
some more this aftermoon.

You gentlemen had better be on your good behavior because in-

evitably there will be comparisons with interviews with the British
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Press and today's Conference. Be careful.

Outside of that I know nothing. Ome of the things we talked
about this morning goes back to the old gquestion of American ships
and the Ambassador is taking up today or tomorrow with the Mari-
time Commission the thing we have been working on for some time,
and for which, I suppose, the only thing I can say is that we are
making progress. That is the general idea -- I think I spoke of-
it about a mnntﬁ ago -- trying to use some of these American flag
ships in foreign trade runs in other parts of the wnrld,.éutaida
of the war areas -- taking over a certain amount of carrying of
goods which are now being carried by belligerent ships, merchant
ships. We hope that that will give employment to some of the ships
that have been laid up, that formerly ran to belligerent ports.

Q Mr. President, did you and the Ambassador speak of something which
I think I sew in one of the earlier dispatches today, the question
of southern wood, southern lumber?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. That also was being talked about, whether we cannot
get use for some of our southern pine for shipment to belligerent
ports.

Q Mr. President, on the use of ships, the last time you talked about

, it you said some of these ships might be used for the so-called
barter arrangement on cotton-.and tin, et cetera. Can you discuss
that?

THE PRESIDENT: We are doing a little -- we haven't got very far, Pete
(Mr. Brandt), not as far as we do hope to get. That is a thing I
meant to speak to Joe (Ambassador Kennedy) about this morning but :

we haven't got to that item.
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Q Will the matter of ship transfers become a matter of discussion be-
tween the United States and Great Britain?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q In taking over the trade routes, would it be by agreement?

THE PRESIDENT: I would not say sgreement but, if certain liﬁas are to
be abandoned by belligerents, we hope to be able fd be there, to
know about it and take over the work during the continuation of
the war.

R Are those lines between American and neutral ports?

THE PRESIDENT: No, mostly between neutral ports and neutral ports --
non-American. That is the objective.

Q Mr. President, there is an Ohio relief situation whiech is rather
complicated and difficult to explain unless you go into it. Have
you seen it in the newspapers or have you anything to say about
it?

THE PRESIDENT: I asked yesterday for a memorandum on it from Colonsel
Harrington. I have got it here and there is no reason why Steve
(Mr. Early) should not give it to you. The gist of it is -- well,
in the first place -- let us put it this way. Let us clarify the
thing.

A good many years ego -- I do not know what, six years, seven
years -- there has been a perfeotly definite allocation of respon-
8ibility in the United States. The Federal Government has assumed
to take care of, as much as possible -- it does not mean one hun-
dred per cent but it is a pretsy high psrcentage == of workers,
of needy people who are u.b;.- to work and want to work. Thry'ho:u

to be three things: They have got to be needy; they have got to
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want to work and have got to be able to work. The Federal Govern-
ment has taken care of the overwhelming majority of those people.
That is the Federal job.

At the same time, it has been the Government policy that what
we call home relief people -- those are needy people ihn cannot
work for ome reason or another -- and the fggﬁnnsihilitr of taking
care of those Americans has been d;;;nituly established as being
on the state. Now, that does not mean that the policy -- that it
is on the states as local governments. It is on the states. Why?

Because local governments are creatures of the states. They have

a system of local government in almost every state in the Union.

That is not our business. But the primary responsibility for the
non-W.P.A. cases, that ia, needy people who cannot work, is on
the states.

Some states have one method ﬁf working it out with their mu-
nicipalities and other states have other methods of working out
the procedure with their municipalities, When I say, "municipal- |
ities," I mean townships, as we call them in the North, or the

county system of government as they have it in the South. We have

| counties all over the United States except in Louisiana where they
have parishes, which is the same thing. I meen incorporated vil-
lages, cities, boroughs, et cetera. ¢
It is not the concern of the Federal Government as to how it
is done. It is the responsibility of the state and that means the
governor and the legislature of each state. Therefore this Ohio
situation concerns primarily home relief cases. It is solely a

matter for the Stete of Ohio, and how the Governor and the Legis-
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lature work it out, or the City of Cleveland or the City of Toledo
or any other cities in Ohio, is not our business. In other words,
we are proceeding in an absolutely constitutional way and putting
that burden up to the states.

Now on this partiocular Ohio situation, thu.controrlrny in re-
gard to home ralié} caseg is between the cities of Ohio and the
State: Government, We are maintaining and retaining this well-
established principle, which has been in our laws now for six or
seven years, However, we have added, in Cleveland, a good many
Federal projects. Those are to take care of people who are in
need and can work -- g2ix thousand new jobs. That comes pretty

close to taking care of the people who are in need and can work

but it does not solve the problem of thousands and thousands of
pauplu who are in need and cannot work. Therefore, all we can
say is that the responsibility of the people in Cleveland and
these other cities is on the State of Ohio.

This memorandum, as you can see -- Steve (Mr. Early) will
give it to you =~ has a uaﬁﬁariaan of what two comntiguous ntatag

have done, Ohio and Pennsylvenia. Ohioc has six milliom people,

Pennsylvenia nine million people, In 1939, the relief expenditures
in Ohio were §7,000,000, and in Pennsylvania $33,000,000. Now,
these are not Federal, these are state figures., Do not get the
thing mixed up. This is what states are doing for their home re-
lief cases.
Q Will you read those again, please, seven and --
-~ THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Seven and thirty-three. The average

general relief bemefits, that is, home relief benefits, per case
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in October, 1939, in Ohio was $16. and in Pennsylvania, $27.,
which goes to show that the State of Ohioc has not taken care of
home relief ceses half as well as the Stete of Pennsylvania.

That is about uhmru.the thing stops. The responsibility for
those cases is on the steate. That is all there is to be said about
it, that they have failed to carry out what we consider to be their
responsibility under the established policy for the last six or
seven years.

Q Where did you say the figures came from, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: These are home relief expenditures, July to October,
1939.

Q July to October?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
(At this point Mr, Early spoke to the President.)

Steve (Mr, Early) suggests another thing, although; frankly,
it is a drop in the bucket. Under the general policy of doing
everything we can to keep people from starving, we are sending in
surplus commodities, the Federal Government, to those places in

Pennsylvenis (Ohio?). In other words, we are doing more than the

original poliey. Now, of course, people cannot live on our surplus
commodities; we know that., Those are apples and some cereals.

Q There are no stringe placed on the use of those surplus commodities?
They are both Federal and home relief?

THE PRESIDENT: They are only used on home relief cases, because the
Federal relief cases are getting money.

Q Does the memorandum show what percentage of Ohio's needy employables

are being cared for by the Federal Govermment?




THE PRESIDENT: No. But, just as a guess, I would say probably a higher
percentage of the needy employasbles in Ohio than the average of |
the states.

Q Mr, President, did you discuss the Cuban sugar situation with Secre-
tary Wellace yesterday?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, we did, and with the State Department. I asked
them to give me a memorandum, I would put it whis way, thaf at
the present time nothing has been concluded but there is a serious
doubt as to the advissbility of restoring the quota system under
present conditions. On the Cuban sugar phase of it, there are
certain international obligations which, of course, have to be
carried auf in accordance not only with the letter but the spirit
of them, That is about all there is to say now because nothing
has been concluded.

Q Mr. President, on this Ohio situation, do you know whethér the Ohio
authorities, the State authorities, have denied or acknowledged
their responsibility for unemployablea?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that is like saying, "Was this national policy
seven years ago based on a contract between, say, the State and
the Federal Government?"™ Of course that is tommyrot. The Congress
of the Unita&.Stuteu said, "We will tske care 5% employables.™
Every stete in the Union has proceeded -- even some of the poorest
states -- along the line of taking care of their unemployables,
every single state, and that has been going on for six or seven
years, including Ohio.

Q You speek of intermational obligations. Does that mean tariff cuts?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. You had better talk to the State Department
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about that. As you know, we have had this old lgreunnnf that has
been running for quite a long while, several years. You had better
teke it up with the State Department.

Q Mr, President, what response have you had to your Warm Springs state-
ment on the public debt and taxes?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I do not think there is enything at this time.

Q Sir?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think there is anything at this time. In other
words, anybody who says anything about the tax situation is just
making wild guesses because I do not know. There has been no
change in policy at any time. We are still in the study stage and
will be until about the twenty-sixth of December, which will be
the last Tuesday in the month,

Q Is that thg day after Christmas this year? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Yes., We set Christmas for the last Monday in December
this year.

Q Have you had much response to your request that the people tell you
which they prefer?

THE PRESIDENT: Not very much from the people. (Laughter)

Q Your wife spoke out. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: We have had n-lct of other gratuitous advice but it is
very nice. I like to get it.

Q There are some Federal judgeships, at least one which we are inter-
ested in. Are you up to the point of discussing those?

THE PRESIDENT: Frenk (Attorney General Murphy) and I have not had much
chance to discuss any appointments yet and probably inn't for ihaus

another week,
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MR. GODWIN: Thank you, sir.

Q Mr. President, Governmor Landon wia in town yesterday and he again
expressed the desire that you make some sort of expression in con-
nection with your 1940 plans, Have you anything on that?

THE PRESIDENT: You had better ask May Craig. (To Miss Craig, as the

Press were leaving) May, that wasn't up to your standard at all.




CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #605,

Executive Offices of the White House,

December 12, 1939, 4.10 P.M.

Q I got a message from Senator White of Maine, personally for you,
tﬂdﬂri

THE PRESIDENT: What is 1t?

Q He says Maine is republican.

. THE PRESIDENT: Did he really?

¢ Yes. He asked me to tell you.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, some day he is going to be wrong. (Laughter)

You tell him that some day he is going to be wrong.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I have got anything today.

Q@ There is a rumor that Frank Knox will be asked to go into the Cab-
inet as Secretary of the Navy. The rumor is strong again today.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we generally have something like that at this
time.

Q@ Do you think that is a Tuesday story?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes; that is a Tuesday story.

Q Can we expect & new District Judge (for the District of Columbia)?

THE PRESIDENT: Here in the Distriet of Columbia?

Q -E"BE .

THE PRESIDENT: We have not teken that up. The Attorney General amnd I
have talked over ;avaral judgeships but not the District of Colum-
bia yet.

Q There are reports that ydﬁ'hnve decided on & Supreme Court Judge?

»

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet.
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Q TYou have conferred several times recently with Norman Davis. Has
he given yoﬁ any estimate of relief requirements in Europe or
what the Red Cross is doing about 1t?

THE PRESIDENT: I have a memorandum somewhere around here, if you want
figures. They have spent over $500,000. to date, or it is in the
process of being spent, and the Central Committee of the Red
Cross has appropriated & million dollars for war relief in Europe.

Q@ Does that include Finland?

THE PRESIDENT: It includes Finland. The chapters (of the Red Cross)
have produced warm garments for refugees, valued at $250,000.
and the public has contributed for war relief $260,000. and they
have sent, already, warm clothing and mediclnes to Polish refu-
gees who are in meighboring countries, Rumania, Hungary, Lithu-

enia and Latvia, and they are spending $250,000. besides, under

an agreement with the German Red Cross, to give impartial aid

within Poland.
They have sent $25,000. for initial relief in Finland and

have bought $16,000. worth of medicines in London to send by

airplene to Finland. Wayne Taylor is arriving in Finland today

to report on further relief needs. i
Then,.in addition to those statistics, I think I can say

that of course we are encouraging all kinds of gifts ahd; through

various chennels, of working in cooperation with the Red Cross

because, undoubtedly, the needs in the case of Finland will be a ;

good deal greater than they are now, and the needs in Poland will

continue at least through the winter, also the needs of Polish

refugees who got out of the country.
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Q Mr. President, as the president of the Red Cross, have you any-
thing to say about tﬁa competition Mr. Hoover seems desirous of
offering in connection with relief in Finland? -

THE PRESIDENT: Fine, fine, because, &s I understand it, there is
cooperation between his money raising and the Red q?naa.

Q Did he consult with the Red Cross, do you know?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I think they have been in consultation for ﬁbout
two months.

Q Are there any moves still being maede to establish a central agency
to take care of all the refugees?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it is being handled through & central agency
now.

Q@ I beg pardon?

THE PRESIDENT: It is being handled through & central agency now, all
of it.

Q@ Well, I counted six of these different Polish committees.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and they are all working through thalRed Cross.

Q@ Through the Red Cross?

THE PRESIDENT: Yaé.

Q@ Mr. President, the Export-Impdrt Bank says there is no statutory
obstacle to them lending money which Finlend may use for mili-
tary purposes but they have a policy against loans of that kind.
Have you -anything to say about the relaxation?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think it is relaxation. I think this loan to
Finlend is for non-war material.

’

Q Yes, it is, but I was wondering whether there might be a relaxa-

tion on future 1qnna?
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THE PRESIDENT: That is an "iffy" thing. They are not in contemplation
at this time.

Q We hear that George Earle is to get a diplomatic post. Can you tell
us anything about that?

THE PRESIDENT: I read it in the paper too. (Laughter)

Q@ Do you plan to ask Congress for any chané;s in the Neutrality Act
at the next session?

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of, nq. But, if something new should
turn up in Januaery --

Q (interposing) No weaknesses have developed?

THE PRESIDENT: But if something turns up and I should have to ask for
something, do not say it 18 contrary to whet I said on the twelfth
of December. I have not any thought in mind now.

Q@ Is 1t desirable to ask for trade agreement renewals next session?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q@ Can you tell us anything about the desirability of lowering the
excise tax on copper as indicated in the Chilean trade agreement? :

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know what i1s contemplated in the Chilean trade
agreement so I cannot answer the question.

Q@ The present excise tax is four cents and, in the agreement under
discussion, there is the possibility of a fifty per cent reduc-
tion or two cents.

ITE:IHEEIDENT: I am glad to have the information. I did not know it
before. (Laughter)

Q Is there any modification of the Act in the process of review?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. The thing has not been taken up except

with the general thought thﬁt there will undoubtedly be requests

-
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for runmin. There are undoubtedly many countries that are still
in the potential effort of making trade igramantu for the general
objective of increasing our a:por‘l;a along the same line. We have
had great success in doing it so far.

Q Did Secretary Wallace say anything to you about that Dies report
on the consumers' organization?'

THE FRESIDENT: No. Lots of other people have, though. {'Laughﬁer]

Q Name three, Mr. President. (Laughter)

Q@ Mr. President, can you tell us anything of your conference with
Mr. Leon Henderson yesterday?

THE PRESIDENT: No, just the usual checkup. It happens about every
three or four weeks -- S. E. C. and the T. N. E. C.

Q Senator Taft sald yesterday in Boston that Govermment expenses
could be reduced to such an extent, without hurting anything,
that the Budget wupld be balanced in two years.

THE PRESIDENT: Good, good. I would do anythinz in the world to give
him a prize for a bill of particulars. I would offer a very hand-
some prize if he, personally, would give me a bill of particulars.

Q@ In your conference with Mr. Eccles, did you come to any conclusion
about taxes at all?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Has the question of his reappointment come up, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: No, we did not talk taxes or appointments at all.

Q Mr. President, in regard to these trawlers and other boats that the
British bought for mine sweepers, if we could sell fully armed
vessels, why can't we sell unarmed vessels? -

THE PRESIDENT: All I know is that it has been taken under advisement
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by the Attorney General. I do not know anything about it one
way or the other. You had better ask him.

Q Referring to the Dies report for a moment, is there anything you
can tell us about 1t?

THE PRESIDENT: Which report was it, the Matthews report?

Q Yes, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: As I understand it, and I will tell you that my only
information is what I have read in the papers, éarry Voorhis
said that the chairman or'tha committee appointed himself a sub-

committee; he thereupon assumed the role of subcommittee; he

thereupon received a report from Mr. Matthews and his subcommittee

directed that it be accepted by the committee and published. Am
I right?

Q@ That is right.

THE FRESIDENT: Well, I think that speaks for itself.

Q@ Thank you, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Secretary Wallace is putting out a statement on con-

5

sumers.

Q Sumathing-seaﬁh to have happened in the W. P, A. situation in
Minneapolis which raises some questions among people interested
in the W. P, A. organization. The first question asked is, "Do
W. P. A. workers have a right to orgenize?" And, second, "If
they do, can that right be protected?"

Have you any comment you care to make?

THE PRESIDENT: I would say offhend and, mind you, this 1; & horseback

opinion, thet they have just as much right to organize as the em-

ployees of the Govermment in Washington and, as you know, the

]
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ﬁnployaeu of the Government in Washington belong to, I think it
is either two or three different urgan_izationa. Most of the; em-
ployees here in the city belong to one of the two or three.

They have not got the right to strike against the Govern-
ment; they have not got the right to create commotions and dis-
turb the peace.

Well, that is about all there is to be said on that. I think
it is just common sense. i

MK. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President.

MR. YOUNG. Thank you, sir.
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CONFIDENTIAL -

Preass Conference #606,

Held while the President was:in his automobile,

parked alongside of the Presidential Special Train,

Highland#, New York,

December 15, 1939, 8.45 A.M.

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, boys.

Q It is kind of cold.

THE PRESIDENT: That is terrible,

Q How cold is it? What is your guess?

THE PRESIDENT: I would say around twenty-five or six. That is not bad,
you know. )

I do not think I know a thing. It is awful to be in that

frame of mind in the morning but we are going to have a good day.

Q Anything on the South American running gun battle?

THE PRESIDﬁHP: No, I have not heard anything more than you got.

Q That Mr, Wilson reported last night, at the State Department -- yes-
terday afterpoon?

THE PRESIDENT: Wasn't that the same thing that came out in the papers?

Q@ Yes. h

THE PRESIDENT: No, I have not got another thing.

Q Are you going to see Ambassador Kennedy?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q What made me ask you was a story in Boston that he was going to see
you Friday.

THE PRESIDENT: I think his plans are indefinite. He is going to see

me on the way south, but after that 1 do not kmow.
Q Can you tell us anything generally about that South Americean running

gun battle?
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THE PRESIDENT: i think not; mno. . i
Q Mr. Patterson (of the New York Daily News) was interested, very much, -

on the uhuiing of guns. You know, the Germans had eleven-inch as

against the British six and éight. You unulﬁ not want to talk on

that?

THE PRESIDENT: No. In other words, of course the truth of the matter

is that Joe (Patterson) doesn't know a damned thing about it and’

I am only guessing. (Laughter)
Joe is all right on his Army stuff -- this is off the record,
of course -- and his two ships for one every Monday morning.

Q He never misses.

THE PRESIDENT: He never misses; it is all right.

Q Do you know, aif, that old saying that there %ﬂ no harm in trying,
so if I may thus preface my queation1;1 will state it. It has
not been asked and it is rather important. Question: Do you, as
a Liberal, agree with what Secretary Ickes said about Administra-
tor McNutt, that he would not be a suitable candidate to liberals?

THE PRESIDENT: Of course, there is nothing I can say on that. In

other words, one of the old games is to get people to. comment on
this man, that men, the third man, the fourth man, and gradually,
by the elimination process, to have the whole story and I am much
tﬂn old to fall for it. I used to, twenty-five or thirty yadrs
ago.

Q I must say I had no follow-up question. If I had had an answer to
that, I would have been ==

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes. There would not have been another -

for a week.
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Well, I am not going to'do anything today except play around

=

the place Pnd look at the progress of the new huilding. MeShain
‘wrote me that he thought he would have the last part of the roof
on by this morning. You cennot tell what the snow has done but
he has been lucky.
Q Do you think we will stay over Monday?
THE PRESIDENT: I do not kmow. It depends entirely on what I hear down
there. Of course I would like to, very much, because Anna (Mrs,
John qgﬁptigari and John get in Sunday afternoon and I would like
to have one day with them. However, the train has been told to
be ready Sunday.
Q May we say, Mr. President, that you are in touch with the Department ‘
ot State as on regular other tripa? ‘
THE PRESIDENT: Yes., Just Tor example, I will probably talk with the |
Seoretary every morning and sometimes in the evening. That is I
Just regular procedure.

Q Thank you very muﬁh, Mr, President.
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CONFIDENTIAL
Press Conference #607,
Executive Offices of the White House,’

December 19, 1939, 4.10 P.M.

Q Mr. President, how are you?

THE PRESIDENT: Fine, perfectly grand. What is this dirty sheet (The
Evening Star) I am reading here?

Q It is the metropolitan paper of Washingtnn,. sir.

Q@ The news is three waukﬁ. old in 'that.

THE PRESIDENT: Some of the filler they use is terrible. They used
a plece the other day that was at least three years old. They
used a filler piece three years old.

Q@ I have the Christian spirit. I only sald three weeks.

Q By the way, we have a piece about Heyweod Broun.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I said something nice about him. There is a
special little clause, "He wore no man's cuilﬂr.“

MR. DONAIDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, the front row has no news at all and apparently
no questions.

Q Have you heard, aiF, that a German or British cruiser has pursued
a German tanker into our territorial waters?

THE PRESIDENT: I only hed a flash on it. I do not know whether 1%

is true or not.

368

Q Does your flash announcement identify the British ship or the tamker?

THE PRESIDENT: No, it was somewhere down south.
Q It was off Fort Lauderdale.

THE PRESIDENT: We have been there.

Q It was the German tanker ARAUCA. I think the latest thing was that

e miadye




A _ 607 == 2

a British destroyer chased the German tanker. It was the Brit-
ish destroyer ORION and it went into Port Everglades and the
British crulser stayed outside the three-mile 1imit to await any
developments that happen to the Germen ship.

THE PRESIDENT: That is very nice. (Laughter)

Q Would that be in our territorial waters?

THE PRESIDENT: What, Port Everglades?

Q@ No, three miles out.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I don't know. Nobody sunk?

Q Yes. (Laughter) i

Q The German ship has asked for a pilot to take them in to Fort Lau-
derdale. That is the report that the British hed. |

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that is something. We will get pilot dues.

Q Will there be some proclemation in connection with the new Cuban
trade agreement?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. I guess the State Department will
handle anything on it. I signed a lot of things today on 1t. I
signed eight documents. For details see the Secretary of State.

Q@ Any of them include restoring the quotas on augar%

THE PRESIDENT: ©Oh, yes; oh, my, ¥yes.

Q Do you know if the State Department is studying certain proposals
put forth by the Tokyo foreign office? Can you éall us whether
you are hopeful that a baaié for friendly relations with Japan
will be forthcoming?

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot, since thet is one of the things the Secre-
tary of State and I decided to defer the discussion on because

1

we do not know anything about it.

369
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Q Any news in the long Cabinet meeting?
THE PRESIDENT: Heavens! It was not long at all. We got out at four
o'clock. It was shorter than usual. We sﬂﬂppéd stories. v

L1

Q Can you tell us anything more about the raatnaftiun of sugar quotas?

THE PRESIDENT: I cennot. Frankly, I do not know. You had better ask
the State Department.

Q Can you tell us anything about the call John Lewis made today? He
said he would leave it to you if anything can be said. Could
you say anything?

THE PRESIDENT: I talked about my hopefulness that labor as a whole
will come together. There was nothing concrete.

Q Some of us did not héar the answer to the next to the last question
about sugar quotas.

THE PRESIDENT: I seid he had better ask the State Department beceuse

I do not know.

Q When the Department of State put out the announcement, they gaid,

"You had better ask the Department of Agriculture™ and today the
Department of Agriculture says to ask the Praaiﬁent.l

THE PRESIDENT: Well, take me out of this run-around. You would save
mileage by confining it to State and Agriculture. Honestly, I
do not kmow at all.

Q Anything about the Distriet Judgeship?

THE PRESIDENT: We have not got to that. We got to -- did we do the
Virginia judges?

GENERAL WATSON: TYes.

THE PRESIDENT: The Virginia judges was as far as we got.

Q How about the successor to Dr. Gruening?

]
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THE PRESIDENT:» That we have not even discussed.
' 'Q Have your studies on the Budget gome fer enough to tell us eny-
; thing about 1t?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. Probably there won't be anything decided \
until somewhere around the end of this week, when we will prob-
ably come to & final decision, subject to corrar:_:tion up to the
date, whatever it is, that it is going to the Public Printer,

.which has to be next Friday. And then you won't know., We will
"have our seminar, as usual, I suppose on the third or fourth
(of January). |

Q We hear reports that there have been very drastic cuts in many
items.

THE FRESIDENT: T would put it this way, that & lot of depertment and
agency heads think they are very drastic. But some u.thar_ people
do not think they are very drastic.

Q@ In that connection, do you think Senator Taft has qualified yet
for that prize? )

THE FRESIDENT: I have not heard a peep.

Q Mr. President, Earl Browder said in a apaéch in New York last night
that the New Deal was trying to start a holy war against Russia.
Any comment on that? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: What do they call it down in Arabia? What is & holy
war?

Q Jehad.

THE PRESIDENT: Jehad; that is right.

Q Did Mr. Lewis offer any encouragement for your hopefulness on labor?

THE PRESIDENT: I think he is hopeful too. (Laughter)
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Q Has there been discussion on the so-called certificate.plan of

financing farm relief?

on the general auhjeci, not the certificate plan -- 1t brings back
to the mmmbry of all of us that in 1938, when the Congress appro-
priated, what was 1t? $EEU,DQ§,DDO., it was pretty late in'the
gession and they all thought it was too‘}ate to bring in suma_
kind of a tax measure to repey the Treasury for this $250,000,000.
As T remember it, they passed that Joint Resolution which, in ef-

fect, promised that at the next gsession they would pass a tax

372

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that is going on all the time. Of course on that --

measure to bring in $250,000,000.

Well, of course the record shows that they did not. Then,

last year, they appropriated three hundred million more for the

same general objective and they dig not pass a tax to make it up.

So I figure that the Congress owes the Treasury $550,000,000.

and I guess -- probably it is & pretty good guess -- that I will

mention the fact that the Congress owes the Treasury $SED,GDD,DGD.

under & solemn pledge given a little over a year ago.
Q You will mention that? _
THE PRE%IDENT: I think it will be mentioned.
Q And put it in the same category as the war debts?

THE PRESIDENT: Somewhat; seme general idea.

Q Write them & note twice a year? (Laughter)

§

Q Will you comment on these violations of the neutrality belt around

the Americas?

THE PRESIDENT: No; not yet.

Q Mr. President, there are some reports of the resignation of the
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Governor of the Farm Credit Aﬂmini.stration. Have you received
any such resignation? b
‘. THE PRESIDENT: We are not ready on that yet.
Q@ Mr. President, has any progress been made on the bonded indebted-
ness of the South American republics you spoke of some months ago?
THE PRESIDENT: I think they are making pretty good progress. I have
. only had one or two informal reports on it. No details yet. They
are making very definite headway.

MR. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President.

|
|
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| -
o T s i P A, T i S g T e il U - e i e e sl B ol B g W =4
! 4
i Ul # . L
I R N R T L T R T I 1 1 L A T P T S SN A T, P Y iy = + e



374

CONFIDENTIAL

Prese Conference #608, _

Executive Offices of the White House,

December 22, 1939, 11.00 A.M.

THE PRESIDENT: Did he (indicating Mr. Godwin) talk about it this
morning?

MR. EARLY: Ya}aturﬂa;r morning.

Q (Mr. Godwin) What is that about?

- THE PRESIDENT: Everybody going broke the end of the month.

Q (Mr. Godwin) Well, I will tell you, I am.

THE FRESIDENT: It is not as bad as some previous Christmases and

New Years. Earl (Mr. Godwin) is worrying about his income tax

this year.

Q {Mr. Young) Yes, his salary was ';:rintad the other day in Variety.
THE PRESIDENT: He will turn conservative, the first thing I know. }
MR, DONAIDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I did take up the question as to whether we could pay
the good people who serve the Govermment ahead of the regular pay |
day, at the end of ,t.hé; month, but the Director of the Budget end, |
I think,. the Comptroller General say that, unfnrtunazely,'wa can-
not do it under the law.

I have done my best and we will all have to stay broke for
a few days until the second of January, except some people who
have new radio cnntract?? and things like that. -

Q Mr. President, are you Ea&ving the Interdepartmental Health Com-
m;ttae?

THE FRESIDENT: No; I do not know where that crazy story came from.

Q I!fn reflections?
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THE PRESIDENT: No. It was just made out of whole cloth. e

Q Is Mies Roche (Miss Josephine Roche) going to stay? 4

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q Did she resign? _

Tﬂﬁ PRESIDENT: She wanted to resign last spring and I par'uundaﬁ her
to stay on into the fall and in the rall‘ahe wanted to resign
again and I pﬁrauadad her to stay on.

., They are working along the line of continuing their studies
and they are also working along another line which I suggested
tartham, which might be called an effort during the tcoming year
(to work out & plan on a.small basis) instead of waiting for a
complete and perfected plan, such as a plan aimiiﬂr to the Wag-
ner Bill and the Harrison Bill, which would cost an awful lot
of money -- might run up to a very, very large sum every year.

The chief trouble with those plans for health, as you all
know, is that they are more or less based on what we call the

"matching basis™ and the trouble with the matching basis 1is thgtl

those states which have the most money are able to put up the

most money and get the greatest amount of federal aid and those,
of cuﬁrne, are the states that have the best health conditions.

The poorest health conditions are in those stetes which have the

least money to put up eu.;ui therefore would get the least federal

aid. . |
This general prc:pnual that we are studying at the present
time is that -- on the assumption that we are not going ahead

on ‘the 45-55 matohing besis on public works, as hitherto, for

schoolhouses and county courthouses and jails and water works

5
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and sewer systems, et cetera and so on -- that we cuuiﬁ afford,
in a comparatively small way, to have the Federal Govermment
tinﬁnca hospitals and e¢linies -- I suppose thetbast term is
"medical centers™ -- in those partes of the United States that
hﬁva pnt got any hospitels or facilities.

You take, for 1nntﬁnne, two unsaa:' I havq 1ﬁ‘ﬁind a uduﬁty'
in the State of New York with about 100,000 population that has -
six pretty good hospitals in it and enough money to keep those
hospitals going. That is a pretty good henltﬁ ne:vice, taking
it by and large. Then I have in mind another area in the lower
South where three counties with a total of about the same pop-
ulation, 100,000 people, have not a hospital within the three
counties, no c¢linic, no oparating room and‘aighty miles from
the nearest hﬂspita}. They cen only send patients if there
are free vacant beég in that hospital eighty miles away.

Now, the ganargl_thoughz is that in & locality like the
letter -- and there are probably several hundred of them in
the United Etﬁtas -- the Federal Gavafnmﬂnt should build small
hospitals for the region that has no hospital facilities on
condition that the Federal Go;arnmant is satisfied that the
loecal people nill.he_ahla to operate and manage that hospital
in a successful way, both from the point of health efficiency
and fruﬁfths point gf view of rinnnua,.au that if they once get
the plent the locel communities wopld sustain it along adequate
lines, both financially and from the point of view of gpod med-
it

ical service. And the cost of that, what might be called the

first experimental step to bring better medical health center
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facilities to the places that have not got eny at all -- end I
think it is worth ‘trying -- the cost would not be very grant;
The idea would be to start it in uﬁch a way as"to serve the most
needy communities rir_at and, if the thing workg, it cen be devel-
oped further. ™

Q Mr, President, wuulrd that be & auhat:ltuﬁ for 'ﬁhe Wegner Bill?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I would not call it that. It would mean at this
particular coming session we would not attempt to put through
a 'gaﬁeral_ plan on a nationwide basis but that! this would be a
step toward the improvement of health in those communities that
have ccmplete. lack of facilities’ tndalf.

Q Would that take new legislation?

THE PRESIDENT: | Oh, my, yes.

Q Wh&:l:;t? 'n‘nuld.the fund# come from and which agency would do it?

THE PRESTDENT: It wouldsbe a combination. The Govermment would put - '
it up. It would be a combination of P. W. A. -and w. P.- A. using;
at thé same time, W. P. A. labor as far as we can,

Q Does the U. S. Public Health Service come in?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. They come in on the plens and they would pﬁaa,
with probably some very distinguished group of doctors, on the
plans and also on the approval of the local operating methods.

Q They would make the plans and the surveys?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and also the inspection to see that it was kept
up t:‘) the promises.

Q Has the Federal Security Administrator worked with this committee
in formulating this plan?.

THE PRESIDENT: It is being studied. It is in the preliminary study stage

|
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and I have talked to quite a number of doctors. I am talking A
very soon with the American Medical Enuli’mty people; they have
a committee of seven th;at is studying this same type of projuntl.

Q Mr. President, do you mean the Federal Government would bear all
the construction expense?

THE PRESIDENT: All the construction expense on the condition that _
the maintenance and.operation and management was carried out
completely by the local people. |

Let me give you an illustration which will probably show
you what I mean: Take any one of three or four given areas .
that I know of, one of them in the Middle West, one in the
rather far West, not as far as the Coast, and a couple of them
down south. Doctors in those places have come to me and have
said, "The one thing we cannot do is to build a hospital. We
cannot get the money; it is a poor section. We cannot build
a hospital. We cannot put in the operating rooms. We cannot
buy an embulance to go with it. We cannot put in raciliéﬁaa
for tr_ainaﬁ nurses. We cannot raise the capital. But, if we

could get a small plant, we think we could maintain 1it."

I said, "What do you meen by & small plant?" Now, this
is just one example. They said, "In our locality we could put
| up‘a one-gtory building of wood. It is a good section for wood.
The buiiding would last fifty or seventy-five ynlura if it was
kept painted. Being one-story, 1f is perfectly safe from the
point of view of fire. It would have two wings, one for white
people and one for colored people. It would have, in the mid-
dle, an administration building with a clinic in it that people :

could come to, and an operating room, and also a laboratory

L i i e b e . —
B S e 1 e
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which, of course, is necessary for any modern hospital." 5

I said, "What could you do it for?" "Well," they said,
"we could do the whole works, including equipping the operat-
ing room, for $150,000."

In other words, this is not any grandioua. scheme for put-
ting up hospital centers that cost $10,000,000. apiece. In these
areas, in a great many cases we could put up a fairly adequate
building for $150,000.

Q How many ha_ds?

THE PREémEHT: About & hundred beds.

Q A hu.nﬂ:ﬂdl beds total in both wings?

THE PRESIDENT: Total, yes.

Q As I remember it, the A. M. A. (American Medical Association) Com-
mittee particularly criticized the proposal to build hospitals,
aaying_ that we have enough hospitals and saying that we had bet-
ter use those hospitals we have. ‘ . |

THE PRESIDENT: I think they were talkiﬁg about some of the great
centers when they said that. In .other words, they would not say

it themselves in these localities that have no hospitals., I

think the statement that they made was probably true in relation
to some of the great_\citias of the country. |

Q One sound point that the A. M. A. has made consistently is that
t:hay would-like to have the nparatidn of the hospitt_tla left in
private hands rather than in Govermnmental hands. Your plan
would camply with that?

THE PRESIDENT: In other words, it would be the people in the locality.

Q@ In introducing this subject, you spoke of the old P. W. A. ratio of |

(

A

R
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556-45 es a precedent. I imagine --

THE PRESIDENT: ‘(interposing) No, no; that is gone. For this thing
it would be 100% by the Federal Government but, of course, a
fairly large proportion of that 100% would be covered by the
W. P. A. relief workers' appropriation. %

Q Have you reached any estimate as to how much might be used in the
first year under such a program?'

THE PRESIDENT: No, we have not got as far as #that. It would not be
a very large sum.

Q This looks like a natural for the log rollers on.the Hill. How
would you hold that down? :

THE PRESIDENT: {laﬁghing} I think ybu afé right and, therefore, the
idea 1s this: Of coﬁraa, if Congress wants to do it they have

A

a perfect right to do it but the objective is to find out the

£ifty areas in the United States thyt most need hospital facil- -

1

| = . .
ities. Now, if Congress wants to apecffé those fifty areas --

it would take a long time to study it out -- of course, it is

all right. However, the practical way is to appéint a committee

of distinguished doctors, rather than Congressmen, -to determine

which are the most necessary fifty localities to put fifty -
huildinga,in;

Q What in case these local people camnot support it? |

THE PRESIDENT: That is what we want fu find out.

Q Suppose it couldn't? )

THE PRESIDENT: The idea is that no hospital would be built until some
expert committee of doctors and hospital managers and Public Health

people is satisfied that the community copld and would ql];purt it.
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Q No liens at all? The title, free, goes from the Federal Govern-

ment?

.l

THE PRESIDENT: It is up to the Federal Govermment to keep the title

to ‘it.

Q Would not that penalize the communities which do build their own?

Would any community build its own? ;

THE PRESIDENT: I em talking about the communities that haven't got
+ any at all, no hospital at ail¢ This northern area that I am
talkiﬁg about has gnt six hospitals and if it wants a seventh

hospital it has enough money to°build it and pay for it itself.

¢ Just the same thinglcn talking of matching on the question —

of education. The States éf New York, Massachusetts and Illinois

ought not to have any aid from the Federal Government for schools

but Georgis end Missiseippi &nd Alabema, South Carolina and Ar-
kansas, I think they need some ai& hecauﬁe they have not got the

vaiuas down there to build schools and run them. You take the

State of Georgia -- some of you were down with ﬁa this jaar.
You remember the Atlanta papers? There were great headlines

every morning: "State Schools will Probably Close Down the

First of January." This informetion was given to me when we
were down there. They have kept open through December because
the Governor borrowed $400,000., I think, from the State high-
way fund. There is your problem., We rich people up here, we
do not visualize it. | |

Q A group of newspapers in Cleveland, with the cooperation of the
Rolice Department, has orgenized what they call ,an "Industrial

Safety Council" for the prevention of sabotege. They say this

|"‘\-. ’
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is being done with the encouragement of the Federal chrmnnt
through Naval Intelligence. It has mund a gr:nt deal or
oppuuition from labor, which thinks this is a move for labor
aspiunnga. 1i!l’:Lll you aﬂr what the policy ia?

THE PRESIDENT: ‘I never heard of the particular thing. Of course
the policy is a very simple one. What is labor going to do if,
in & plant employing 10,000 people there are ten potential --

~what do they call them? -- aaboteuif's? Now, there is no attack
on those 1D,Dd0 people employed there but it is very distinmetly
the duty of the Federal Gavérmnant to ferret out these potéﬁtial
nﬂhqtuura. That is just plain common sense.

Q It is nenesse:Lry to have the industries themselves work with the
cooperation of the local authorities? ¥

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, sure; and labor. Heavens, the other 9,990
paoyia have a duty &s employees to help the Government find the
ten. | -

Q Mr. President, wiil you discuss this Ohio soup kitchen proposal?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think there is anything to discuss. If and
when any city finds itself with a lot of people who are‘atming

and it is proved to the Federal Government, the Federal Govern-

ment will try to do what it has said rright along it would do
l 'andj’that is to keep people rrﬁn stnrv;ng. The obvious way of
: doing that is to do it the way we operate ﬂuriﬁg a flood disas-
ter or an earthquake or something like that. We use the Red
Cross, we use the W. P. A., we use the no:;military part of the

Army, which means camp kitchens that are drewn upon in any

‘disaster.
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Q The l'ndnrtl.ﬂovmm would not move in that Iu"'aa. voluntarily?
You would have to be infurmd_by the Governor of the state? Is'
that clear to yau? - '

THE PRESIDENT: No. If there are .a :Ln;b of starving people and it is
) proved, there is no question of the Governor or anybody else.
We will just carry out the policy of the Federal Govermment.

Q Have you seen any such proof from Ohip as fhis?

THE PRESfIDEITT: No. That is merely a restatement of what we have
been saying for the last seven years. |

Q Is there anqthing new tn tail about what you are goinﬁ to do about

L

sugar quota restorations, about which. there has been some tMﬁl}l-

=

sion?
.
THE PRESIDENT: I think I signed an Executive Order last night and
I think you had better get it because I won't trust my memory.
I am getting mixed up again between quotas and tariffs.

Q@ There have been reports that the Under Secretary of the Treasury,

John Hanes, is going to resign immediately. Can you tell us any-

thing about that?

THE PRESIDENT: I think he is going out very soon. I think last
spring Johnny wanted to go back to private l:uumim'.um:'J and we asked
him and persuaded him to stay through the summer. Then he was
going out in the autumn but the war broke and we persuaded him
to stay on until we got out our autumn fina.nciné. Now that is
all :done. I cannoi:, with a clear conscience, ask him to stay
any longer hacauaezthara i1s no particular crisis over in the

‘Treasury. I am very sorry to have him go and I am very glad

we were able to keep him on for six months or more after the

éaa'-,
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time he wanted to leave.
Q Do you know about the District Judge for the Diu_tlrict of Columbia,
which 1s.ruportud to be almost ready? r
THE PRESIDENT: It has not ént here yet. Maybe Frank (the attnrna} -
General) is studying it.
Q Will Colonel Harrington have to go back with the Army after the
- first (of the yeur]'é His four-year tour is up on January &ixth.
THE PRESIDENT: That is bad news. I do not know.
(Note: It developed that Colonel Harrington's leave from
the Army had been granted h:f Gnhgrasainnal action, consequently |
there was no 1m1tﬁt£ﬂn on its length.) |
Q Several weeks ago a reporter asked you if Mr. Garner's c:andidacy
made any difference in your plans. - In view of the statement
 made yesterday by Sucrata.:l::y Ickes and the Attorney General re-

garding Pragraasive-Liheral coalitions, is there anything you

can say today?

THE PRESIDENT: 'I'hn.aaaieat way to put it is -- please excuse the
language and do not quote it -- I am too dammed busy (laughter),
literally, to be talking abuut potential events a long, long
way off. I have other things I think are more important for
the Nation at the present time, foreign affairs and certain
domestic issues which are right to the core.

In other words, I, uni‘nlrtumtc;lr (?), have, as um.?a of you
have been kind enough to intimate, two things, a uaﬁma of pro-
portion and a sense of timing. (Laughter)

Q You sat up all night on that one.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. (Laughter)
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MR. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President. ;
Q Merry Christmas!
THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes; I forgot. A Merry Christmas to you alll
|
A |
I |
1'
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Press Conference #6509 .
Executive Offices of the White House, A
December 26, 1939, 4.05 P.M. : ,

(Mr. John Boettiger, the President's son-in-law, attended this
- Press Conference. He held in his arms John Roosevelt Boettiger,

the President's grandson.)

Q (Mr. Godwin) What is this, the infant class?

You®should have seen Bill Hassett eating tnb“fhnnkagiving
{Uhriatmaa} dinfers at my house and then going out to Mary Holmes's
and ﬁuau Young's and eating two more.

THE PRESIDENT: Gosh, what happened?

Q (Mr. Godwin) I don't know; he is here today.

THE PRESIDENT: He just had an operation, too.

Q (Hi. Gndwian Hg is going to have another one, Mr. President.

That comes from cutting out liquor. He don't drink any.

You will need an extra Chrisimas for that fellow,

THE PRESIDENT: Is he all right today? I haven'!t seen him,

MR. EARLY: He said he wnuld'lii; to leave early this afternoon.
THE PRESIDENT: Tell him to answer all calls,

MR, EARLY: I think he is studying Chinese, Mr. President.

MR, DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: President Godwin has asked me to present the latest
applicant for membership in the White House Correspondents' As-
sociation to you, Mr. John Roosevelt Boettiger. I will ask his

father first what paper he represents.

MR, JOBN BOETTIGER: I think it is the P.I. (Laughter)

Q (Mr. Godwin) How do you spell it? (Laughter)
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Q (Mr. Young) He is du;nroyins the Star over there.

MR, JOHN BOETTIGER: That was done long before.

THE PRESIDENT: We have been giving him a course the last two days as
to the difference between "background® and "off the rgeard.' I
think he will soon be eligible. '

Q If he is to be eligible and if he is to attend thaaa_cunrarahﬁéu‘

legitimately, we would be very glad to ask for his admission and

"

issue a card. ;

THE PRESIDENT: Then you need more than a card?
Q (Mr. Young) For a dollar. s
B
Q (Mr. Godwin) For a dollar, one dollar.

1
MR. JOEN BOETTIGER: He has told me he has not got the dollar but he
greatly appreciates the invitation and will try to borrow the
-
dollar.
, Q (Mr. Godwin) Well, I will get it. ' {
MR, JOHN BOETTIGER: If Grandpop has a dollar.

Q (Miss Craig) Looking at the Times-Herald picture, he looks as though

he was trying to get off the record.

THE PRESIDENT: That was a good crawl; it is all right.

Q Any news? : ' e

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think there is a thing, Steve (Mr, Early) has
‘been feeding you all morning.

MR, YOUNG: Thank you, sir.

Q What came out of your conference with Secretary Hull, Eonrutm_‘ﬂql-
lace and Assistant Secretary Grady?

THE PRESIDENT: That was just to bring me up to date on these various.
. s \.\

things.




Q The Argentine de Agreement?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that among others.

Q Any progress being made on that?
THE PRESIDENT: I hope 80.
Q Can you fill us in on your conference with George Allen?
THE PRESIDENT: Oh, we just telked in general about this -- 1s it the
old plan or the new plan or the old plah revamped?
Q New plan, , - .
Q. Did you == | | |
‘THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Just went over it in general. :
' Q Is the Budget Message finished yet? T '
THE PRESIDENT: Finished? Oh, my, no.
Q Were you finished with the local matter?
THE PRESIDENT: Only I suppose the next step is that'it is to be pre-
sented with all the particulars and accounts of the various parts |
of it to the Committee. I
Q Won't it be prepared in bill form?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know.. Is that a plan or a bill?

Q Was District suffrage discussed?

_— THE PRESIDENT: No.
MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. Praaidont.
Q Mr. President, will the appointment of Mr, Taylor to the Vatican

affect his status as Chairman of the Intergovernmental Committee

&

on Ramgg_a_a?

THE PRESIDENT: No, he will continue on that.

Q Governor Jemes (Governor Arthur H. James of Pennsylvenia) last week

sccused W.P.A. of discriminating sgainst Pennsylvania because it
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turned Bepublicen. Have you sny oomment on that?

THE PRESIDENT: No; naturally, not.

Q Will ll:-1~ Dl*l_riu_ have special functions as new uuiﬂmt_aiuotm'
of State? |

THE PRESIDENT: I think he will take over most of the fﬁha?inni that |

_ Breck Ldﬁg is now doing. :

Q Whaé happens to Long?

THE PRESIDENT: I cennot tell you yet.

Q Will you tell us something about H?. Taylor's activities at the
Vatican?

THE PRESIDENT: Activities at the Vatican? | dhim s

Q Yes, sirf I mean, is there anything besides observing that he will
have to do at fir;t?

THE ﬁmimmr: I don't know, He will get up _1:_:’ the mnmihg. eat his
breakfast and go through the normal functions of a human hning in
a post of that kind. (Laughter)

Q Will he carry a ;pacial message from you when he first goes over?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know; I have not the faintest idea.

Q In that connection, Mr. President, dispatches out of Italy today
say the Italian Government uné the Vatican have reached an agree-
ment to work along parallel lines for peave. : f[,_ mdur' if there

~ are any comments? ' | i .

THE PRESIDENT: No, The more nations and governments do thiqgs like

that, the better it is . h |

Q Would you venture a guess, sir, whether the eight United States

liners will be transferred to the Norwegian flag?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. I have only heard ‘a rumor. I have not

389




| < | 390
= ¥y 609 o 5
X ; \ .
heard of anything done, Has the transfer gone through yet? - -

Q They are pending. 'f‘h- negotiations are pending.

- rd
THE PR?_?ISIDH?I': I read about it in the nmpnpari; I have not h?d :
anything about it. ‘ JISE
Q Can you Ftnll us anything of _'f:.hn suggestion to use some of those
. 1iners for wWeteorological observation in the North Atlantic?
THE PRESIDENT: That report has not come to me yet. I believe it is
being studied because they believe there ought to be something in
the way of an observation post or station between Bermuda and the
Azores. It has not come to me yet. f -~
Q Mr. Pi-saidnnt, poul_d you tell us a;out your Gonference with Assist-
ant E‘:I,acratary‘.?nhnaon this morning?
THE PRESIDENT: No. It was just on coordination of purchases; joint
puruhnues.
'Q Was the Panama situstion discussed, the building of the barracks
down there? A
THE BRESIDENT: No. I think - Nt aels P BRSO NS B
a certein date? ¥ : | ' e
Q Yes. . | )
MR, GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President. | | e

b ]

THE PRESIDENT: Otherwise, all quiet and I A Rgés (Mr. Young),
I have not aétually started writing the Annual Message. You are
a 11€t10 ahead of time:

Q (Mr. Young) Steve (Mr. Early) is nhalnd of time.

THE PRESIDENT: I will probably start either on Budget or on that this

‘evening, I do not know which. They will proceed simultaneously.

Q {ir? Young) Steve (Mr. BEarly) will hear about that after the first



of the year.

Q Do you plan to do:l.iﬂrsour Message in person?

| 'THE PRESIDENT: I do not know yet, Probably yes, on the dootrime of —
~ chances.- |
Q (Mr. Godwin) _"la, will send him (indicating J‘ul;_t._‘; Roosevelt Boettiger)
| e .- m' \ 22 / J ; ! o : .
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CONFIDENTIAL
Press Conference #610,

Executive Offices of the White House,
December 29, 1939, 10.50 AM. -

THE PRESIDENT: That sight on the sofe is an::gh to make anybody feel
/ énud this morning. - (Referring to the aacm_taﬂaa seated on the
sofa, laughing at some quip) |
Q (Mr. Godwin) What do you hear from Frenklin?
~ THE PRESIDENT: Oh, he is all right. : '
. Q Was it bad? _ L
'fHE PRESIDENT: Some cuts, Nothing busted.
(The President motioned to Miss Craig, indicating her._naw fur
piece.) / : 4 T
Q (Miss Craig) The ﬁmriéan fox fur farmers' loss is my gain.
THE PRESIDENT: A Christmas present?
Q (Miss draig} Yes. i -
Q (Mr. Mahoney) My boss (Mr. Casey Hogate) complimented your menu
ya;terdﬁy.1
THE PRESIDENT: It is all right. | =
Q (Mr. Mahoney) - It is all right. It:-would make me fatter.
MR. DONALDSON: All in.
THE PRESIDENT: I am_gning to = when Congress nss;m‘nlas I am going

to send up the name of the new Under Secretary of the Trunsurj,

7
whom you know all about very well is Danny Bell.
Q Who? ZAd J
Q Dan Bell. %

Q That is nice. He always gave us the impression that he did not

want to lose his civil service status.

b
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't believe I’h- has to. In other words, he has a
certain number of years in which ha.uan stay out and then go back.
Q Do you rauul]_'l. what his title is n:nl>
MR. BARLY: Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury.
THE PRESIDENT: Assistant to tha-Suuratar;r of the Treasury. Steve (Mr.
Early)has got his hibmphy out here, in uaaﬁ.rou want to see it.
- Q (Mr. Godwin) Before we get any further I think the Press would |
like to say, this being the ]_.aat Press Gonfarage.u of the year,
that we wish you an eventful 1940. {Iﬂughtar-}l
THE PRESIDENT: Don't be so eq'uivocal: {_Iguéhtér} '
Q (Mr. Godwin) We have learned it here, Lli:r.. President.
THE PRESIDENT: It is all right. That is very sweet of ‘you.
IQ Mr. President, there 1s one little matter connected witﬁ these ex-
. k] o
changes between these religious bodles of the White House. You
e have taken that matter up with three large religious hadie;a but,
in the case of the Protestants, at least, being an old Protestant
choir hcy_, I know that mah.:.f church organizations are not connected
with the Federal Council. What, if anythlhing, do you intend to do
in that situation?
THE FRESIDENT: _ Two things. 1In the fi_rst place, if any of the heads
of these churches -- there seam to be four which are not directly b
in full membership in the Federal Council: the Soufhern Baptists % g
with 4,800,000, the Southern Prﬂahjrterians with 500,000, the
Lutherans with 4,000,000, who, however, are associated in a con-
"sultative capacity, and then -- I do not know what the membership
of the ipiiuonnlinn:_ is, Yﬂ‘I;l prubgbly know better thaﬁ I do ==

.they are also associated in e consultative capacity. Then there
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 are & great many very amall urgﬂniuﬂunu of separate Protestant
. churches. Well, 'there "ﬁr‘a two things: The first is that if any
of the lmﬁura of those churches wgnt to come in here talk
to me in the seme way as Dr. Buttrick or Dr. Adler, I 1n’IJi.l:IL be
very gl&ﬁl to see them too. Of course I hope also that they will
have, na!;rly all of them, the same feeling that all churches are
pretty well united in the bﬁjac}ive that we have tnmfda ﬁaaca and
that they 1:-111 keép in,tnur;h w.i:th Dr. Bu;'l:.tri.ck and communicate °
with me in that way. If they rwant to see me i:araonally, of course
I will be delighted to éaa them. | _ i
Q Have you raceﬁ’ad those 1§ttars from the Baptists ry_w_at; Mr. Presi-
ﬂaﬂt? |
THE PRﬁEIDHJT: No.
Q Mr. President, there is a story qut of Buenos Aires that the Argen-
tine trade tr;a&t},r is on the rocks. Have you:amr informetion on

that?

THE PRESIDENT: Not to my knowledge; I have not heard anything about it.

Q There have been new reports that this Government is considering send-

| ing an ambassador to Germeny. Is there anything new on that?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not héprd of it; not a thing.

Q Some miners in Ohio telegraphed yesterdey and asked that soup kitchens
be sang out there?
THE/I'RFSIDMIT I saw that in the paper. I do not know whether the tele-

"‘\\gram haa'aci:uall:,r' come in. -

£

Q Will one be sent?
THE PRESIDENT: I ‘suppose it will be turned over to Colonel Harrington

for investigation. ¢ , . | 21
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Q I understand the Budget Director has sent & letter to the Depart-
ment iuuadu, telling them not to telk of the Buﬁget cuts they have
suffered. Any occasion for that letter?

THE PRESIDENT: I guess it is the usual annual 1at_ta_r that has always
gone out. - .

Q It said, "By direction of the Praa_idant" -—

THE PRESIDENT: {intafpozing} The seme thing goes out every yeﬁr.. In
other words, when the Budget is made up it ia_aGlely and purely &
question for the Congress,

Q Have you received from the Department of Justice a recommendation
for the First Circuit Court Judge? P o =

THE PRESIDENT: Thet is New England. IH-::-. |

Q@ There are gwer&l vacancies around for Govermment post:basides :

the ‘Under Secretary of the Treasury, particularly the Diplomatic?

THE PRESIDENT: They have not been decided on finally. There have been

some tentative decisions but I do not think I will announce them
until’ their nemes go up to the Senate. | | A
Q When may we expect the nominations‘?
THE PRIBIDHW‘]Z;: Very early in the session.
Q How about the nomination for the Supreme Court?
THE PRESIDENT: The same thing.
Q Does that imolude the Federal Judge in the District of Columbia?
THE PRESIDENT: I do not know because I ha'n-'e -nut talked about it.
Q Have you arrived at a figure on tha'Buaéut?
THE FPRESIDENT: Yes. i \ y
Q Can you -“11 us what it is?

THE PRESIDENT: It is good. (Laughter)
L :
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Q When will the seminar be held?
THE PRESIDENT: Let us see. Thé Speaker is coming in at lunch time
today am;l I am going to talk with him about when the Annual Mes~-
sage is to go in and I will iat you all know this afternoon. If
the Annual Message goes in on the third, I see no reason why the
Budget should not go up the fourth, which is Friday.
Q Thg;adny. | 2ty o ' : | 3
THE PRESIDENT: And I could have tha saminar on tha Eudget on ==
MR. EARLY: (interposing) It nlr:rre or less depands, Mr. Preaidant on
the Public Printer. That 1nvalvaa a terrif:l,c printing jnb. May
I suggest to you, sir, that we hold the seminar about two hours
after the Bureau of the Budget make;J the distribution to the Press?
Tﬁﬁt_ﬁili give them copies for each of them anﬁ then they can come
in. It is our nid procedure. _
THE PRESIDENT: If the Annual Message goes in on the third, if I go up

to the cnngresﬂ on the third, fairly early in the afternoon, we

can have the seminar that same afternoon and then it won't mrﬂ up

| your work because you will have the Annual Megsaga out of the way,

I We will teke up the Budget that seme afternoon dround four o'clock.

| Q@ Mr. President, will you talk taxes to Speaker Bankhead when he comes
 today? ¢ ' .

THE PRESIDENT: I ﬁu not know.

Q Mr. Preaidant concerning the dufici‘h on farm relief, is 11: possibla

#

to say when the recumandation_a will be sent up recommending that

plen to ttl Congress? { e A - 4
THE mm: No. I 'ahauld. say, like taxes, I doubt 'rory; muich whether =
5 au; lp;u:l.fiu'rarm of tax is recommended but a great many forms will
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be, as usual, mﬁtionagit leaving the determination to the Con-
. gress, which is the usual method.
MR. GODWIN: - Thank you, Mr. President, and & Happy New Yeer.
' THE PRESIDENT: " Well, Happy New Year , to all of you, strenuous or other-
wise. - + Tl eers
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