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TBE PRI8IDD'l': These girls don't know what th&)' missed lan night. 

Q J1a:r (Milia Cr.aig) has another question. 

THE PRJ:SIDDll': Sitting up too late? 

Q All night. 

Q (Mr. Godwin) Nice speech last night; nice talk. 

THE PRESIDml': I took it ott the back of the menu. I wrote down some 

notes. 

Q (llr. Godwin) Very nice; very happy. I hope you feel all right. I 

felt all right up to the time I got up this morning. 

THE PRFSIDENI': I did not get enough sleep. There was a bunch of stuff 

from the State Department last night and I sat up until about 2.00 

o'clock. 

Q There were a lot of inquiries as to whether you had ptomaine poison-

ing. 

THE FRESIDENI': It was ali right and I ate a little o~ everything. 

Aren't they all in yet? 

Q Not quite; there is a big house. 

MR, DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: I am sorry to be late but it is all the fault of .Toe 

Kenned7 (Ambassador Kenned)') . He came in this mol'lling at the 

crack ot dawn. We have been talki.ng eTer since. And we will talk 

soae aore this afternoOA. 

You gatleun had better be on your good bebaTior beoauae in· 
• 
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-Pre•• .-4 ~:r' • Ccmterenae. Be oaretul. 

~hide of that I mow nothi.Da. One of the t!WI&• we ta1lted -
about th1e IIOl"'li.Da goea baok to the old queeUbl:l of .Aaerioan ahipa 

and the Ambassador 1a taki.Da up todAq or tcaorrow w1 tb the llari-

tiM eo-1se1on the ~hiD& we have been wo~king on for 8011le tt.e, 

and tor whioh, I suppose, the only thing I oan say is that we are 

maki.Da progress. That 1a the general idea -- I think: I spoke of. 

it about a month ago -- trying to use some ot these American flag 

ships in foreign trade runs in other parts of the world, outside 

ot the war areas -- taking over a certain amount of" carrying of 

goods which are now being carried by belligerent ships, merchant 

ships. we· ~ope that that will give employment to some of the ships 

that have been laid up, that formerly ran to belligerent ports. 

Q Kr. President, did you and the Ambassador speak of something which 

I thi.nk I saw in one of the earlier dispatches today, the question 

ot southern wood, southern lumber? 

THE PR:&EID.Em': Yes. That also was being talked about, whether we cannot 

get use tor some of our southern pine tor shipment to belligerent 

ports. 

Q Nr. President, on the use of ships, the last time you talked about 

.: 
it y-ou said soae of these ships might be used tor the so-called 

barter arrangement on cotton~and tin, et cetera. Can you discuss 

that? 

THE PRESIDl!Nl': We are doing a little -- we hann't got very tar, Pete 

(llr. Brandt), not aa tar as we do hope to get. That is !'- thing I 

aeant to apeak to .Toe (Aabaasador Jtezmedy) about thia 110:rninc but 
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Q Will the matter ot ahip transfers becnae a aatter ot discussion be-

tween the United States end Great Br1ta1Jl? 

TBI PBBSIDDll': No. 

Q In tak1Dg over· the trade routes, would it be by agreement? 

THE PRISIDJNl': I would not say agreement but, it certain 11Jles are to 

be abandoned by belligerents, we hope to be able to be there, to 

know about it and take oTer the work dur1Dg the continuation ot 

the war. 

Q. .Are those lines between American and neutral ports? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, mostly between neutral ports end neutral pons --

non-American. That is the objective. 

Q Kr. President, there is an Ohi o relief situation which is rather 

complicated and difficult to explain unless you go into it. Have 

yo~ seen it in the newspapers or have you aoything to say about 

it? 

THE PRESIDENT: I asked yesterday tor a memorandum on it trom Colonel 

Harrington. I have got it here and there is no reason why Steve 

(Kr. Early) should not give it to you. The Sist ot it is -- well, 

in the first place -- let us put it this way. Let us clarifY the 

thing. 

A good lllaJly years ago -- I do not know what, ai:z: years, seven 

years -- there baa been a perfectly definite allocation ot respon-

aibility in the United States. The Federal Government has assumed 

to take care ot, as much as possible -- it does not aeen one hun-

~ . 
ot n~ people who are able \o work an4 want to work. TU)- .bave 

.· ~ 
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wut to wort and han sot t1 be able to wort. The Federal Gonm-

aent baa taken care ot the onnrhela1Jl8 •Jori t:y ot those people. 

That ia the Federal job. 

At the eame Ume, it hae been the Government policy that what 

we call home relief people -- those are needy people who cannot 
......-

work tor one reason or another -- and the responsibility or takin8 

care of those Americana baa been definitely established aa be1Jl8 

on th.e state. Now, that does not mean that the pol107 -- that 1t 

ia on the states as local ~overnments. It is on the states. Why? 

Because local governments are creatures ot the states. They have 

a system of local government in almost every state in the Union. 

That is not our business. But the primary responsibility tor the 

non-W.P.A. oases, that is, needy people who cannot work, is on 

the states. 

Some states have one method ot worki.ng it out with their IIIU-

nici.palities and other states have other methods of work1Jl8 out 

the procedure w1 th their IIIUJ11 ci.pali Ues. When I eay, "municipal-

i.ties,• I mean townships, as we call them in the North, or the 

coun~ system or governJDent as they have 1. t in the South. We have 

counti.ea all over the Uni.ted States except 1n Louisiana where they 

have parishes, whi.ch is the 88JII.e th1Jl8. I m.ean incorporated vil-

leges, cities, borough.&, et cetera. 

It is not the concern of the Federal Go.-ernment as to how it 

ia done. It is the responsibility or the atate and that means the 

sonmor and the lesialdure ot each state. 'l'heretore tlaia Olaio 

aituaUon conoema prturily hcae reliet ••••· It 18 aolely a 

antv tor tlw State ot Olaio1 ad Junr Ue OOt'eJ'IlOr and the Legis-

.. 
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lature work it out, or the City ot CleTeland or the City ot Toledo 

or aDJ other citiea in Ohio, is not our business. In other worda, 

we are proceeding in an absolutely constitutional way and putttns 

that burden up to the states. 
-

Now on this particular Ohio situation, the oontroTersy in re-

gard to home relief oases is between the cities ot Ohio and the 

State· Gonrnment. We are maintaintns and retaining this well-

established principle, which has bean in our laws no~ tor six or 

seven years. However, we have added, in Cleveland, a good many 

Federal 'projeots. Those are t o take care ot ·people who are in 

need and can work -- six thousand new jobs. That comes pretty 

close to taking care ot the people who are in need and can work 

but it does not solve the problem of thousands and thousands ot 

people who are in need and cannot work. Therefore, all • can 

say is that the responsibility of the people in Cleveland and 

t.hese other cities is on the state of Ohio. 
~ 

This memorandum, as you can see -- steve (llr. Early) will 

gi ve 1t to you -- has a comparison of what two contiguous states 

have done, Ohio and Pann57lvania. Ohio has six million people, 

Pennsylvania n~e million people. In 19391 the relief expenditures 

in Ohio were $7,0001 000. and in Peanqlvania t3.3,000,000. Now, 

these are not Federal, these are state figure•. Do not set the 

thing m1Jted up. This is what states are do1D8 tor \lleir ~ re-

lief oaaes. 

Q Will you read those again, please, snan and -

;- THE~: (interpostns) snen and thirty-three. The anrqe 

seneral relief benefits, that ia, hoae relief benefits, per oaae 
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1D 00'\ober, 1939, in Ohio waa $l6. and in Penna,-lTania, t27., 

which soea to ahow that the state of Ohio baa not taken care of 

'·· bOlla relief caaaa half 1 aa well a a the State of Pennayl -nania. 

354 

That ia about where the thing atopa. The reeponeibility for 

thoee oaaea i• on,the atate. That is all there ie to be said about 

it, that they have failed to carry out what we conaider to be their 

responsibility under the established policy tor the last eix or 

seven years. 

Q Where did you say the figures came from, air? 

THE PRESID»ll': These are home relief expenditures, .Tuly to Ootober, 

19.39· 

Q .Tuly to October? 

THE PRESIDENl': Yes. 

·' (At this point· Mr. Early spoke to the President.) 

Steve (.Mr. Early) suggests _another thing, although, triJikl.~, 

it ie a drop in the bucket. Under the general policy of doing 

everything we can to keep people from starving, we are •~ding in 

surplus commodities, the Federal Government, to thoea pl~caa in 

Pennsylvania (Ohio?). In other words, we a.re doing aore than the 

original policy. Now, -ot. course, people cannot live on our surplua 

commodities; we know that. Tliose are apples and some cereals. 

Q There are no strings placed on the use of those surplue commodities? 

They are both Federal and home relief? 

THE PRESIDENT: They are only ueed on h011e relief oaaee, beoauae the 

F~deral relief oaees are setting mone.r. 

Q Does the memorandua ehow what percantaae of Ohio's need,- a.ployablee 

are baing oared tor b7 the led.eral o0Tel'llllentt 
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THE PRESIDitl.r: No. But, just as a guess, I would say probably a higher 

percenhge of the ne~y 8Dlployables in Ohio than the average of 

the states. 

Q. Mr. President, 'did you discuss the Cuban sugar situation wUh Secre­

t 'e.ry Wallace yesterday? 

TBE PRESII>mr: Yea, we did, and w1th the State Depariment,. I asked 

them to give me a memorandum. I would put it whis way, that at 

the present time nothing has been concluded but there is a serious 

doubt as to the advisability of restoring the quota system under 

present _conditions. On the Cuban sugar phase of it, there are 

certain international obligations which, of course, have to be 

carried out 1n accordance not only with the letter but the spirit 

ot them. That is about all there is to say now because nothi.ng 

has been concluded. 

Q Mr. President, on this Ohio situation, do you know whether the Qhio 

authorities, the State authorities, have denied or ackno~ledged 

thei~ responsibility tor unemployable&? 

THE PRESIDEN.r: Well, that is like saying, "Was this national policy 

seven years ago based on a contract between, say, the State and 

the Federal Government?" Of course that is tOJIIIIIYrot. The Congress 
·i 

ot the United States said, "We rill take care of employables.• 

EYery state in the Union has proceeded -- even some of the poorest 

states -- along the line of taking care of their unemployable&, 

every single state, and that has been going on for six or seven 

years, including Ohio. 

Q. You speak of international obiigaUons. Does that aean taritt ouh? .. 
THE PRISIIIBifl': No, no. You had better hlk to the State Departaent 
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about thd. M you kDow, we han had thia old agre•ent that haa 

been running tor quite a lODg while, several yeera. You had better 

take U up with the State Departaat. 

Q. Mr. Preddent, what "apoaae haye you had to your Wal'll Springs state­

ment on the public debt and taxes! 

THK PBESIDENl': Oh, I do not think there h anything at this tiu. 

Q. Sir? 

THE Plm)IDml': I do not think there is anything at this ti.lle. In other 

words, anybody who says anything about the tax situation is juat 

lllaking wild guesses because I do not know. There has been no 

change in policy at any tillle. We are still in the study stage and 

will be until about the twenty-sixth of December, whi ch will be 

the last Tuesday in the month. 

Q. Is that the day after Christmas this year? (Laughter) 

THE Plm)IDENT: Yes. We set Christmas tor the last Jlonday in December 

this year. 

Q. Have you had much response to your request that the people tell you 

which they prefer? 

THE PRESID:Em': Not very much from the people. (Laughter) 

Q. Your wife spoke out. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENr: We han had a lot of other gratuitous advice but it is 

very nice. I like to get it. 

Q. There are some Federal judgeships, at least one which we are inter-

ested in. Are you up, to , the point of discussing those? 
~ - . 

THE J'R]:SIDJ:tfl': Fre.n1c (Attomey General· Kurpq) and I han not had auoh 

chance to dhouss any appolntaents yet 11114 probably won't tor about 

another nat • 

.. 
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MR. GOmaN: '1'haDk 7ou, air. 

~ llr. Preai4ent, Governor Landon was ill town yesterday and· he again 

expreaeed the deelre that you make some sort ot expreeelon 1D con­

nection with your 1940 plana. Have you anrthlne on that? 

THE PRESIDENl': You had better aalc Kay Craig. (To IUsa Craig, as the 

Preas were leaTiDg) May, that wasn't up to your standard at all • 

.. 

,. 
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Press Conference 160~. 
ExecutiTe Ottices ot the White House, 
December 12, 19~9. 4.10 P.M. 

Q I got a message tram Senator White ot Maine, personally tor you, 

today, 

THE PRESIDENT: What is it? 

Q He says Maine is republican • 

. THE PRESIDmT: Did be really? 

Q Yes. He asked me to tell you. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, some day be is going to be wrong. (Laughter) 

You tell him that some day he is going to be wrong. 

MR. DONAlDSON: Al.l in, 

THE PRESIDENT: I don • t think I have got anything today , 

Q There is a rumor that Frank Knox will be asked to go into the Cab-

inet as Secretary of the Navy. The rumor is strong again today. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we generally have something like that at this 

time . 

Q Do you think that is a Tuesday story? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes; that is a Tuesday story. 

Q Can we expect a new District Judge (tor the District of Columbia)? 

THE PRESIDENT.: Here in the District ot Columbia? 

Q Yes. 

THE PRESIDl!NT: We have not taken that up . The Attorney General and I 
• 

haTe talked over several judgeships but not the District ot Oolum-

bia yet, 

"" Q Tbere are reports that you have decided on a Supreme Court 1Udge? 

THE FRISIIlENI': Not yet. 
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Q You have .conterred several tbnes recently with Norman Davis. Has· 

he given you a.ny estimate ot relief requirements ~ Europe or 

what the Red Cross is doing about it? 

THE mESIDENT: I have a memorandum scxnewhere around here, it you want 

figures. They have spent over t500,000. to date, or it is in the 

process ot being spent, and the Central Committee ot the Red 

Cross has appropriated a million dollars ' tor war relief in Europe. 

Q Does that include Finland? 

THE PRESIDENT: It includes Finland. The chapters (of the Red cross) 

have produced~ garments for refugees, valued at t250,000. 

and the public has contributed for war relief $260,000. and they 

have sent, already, warm clothing and medicines to Polish retu-

gees who are in neighboring countries, Ruman!~, Hungary, Lithu-

ania and Latvia, and they are spending $250,000. besides, under 

an agreement with the German .Red Crose, to give impartial aid 

within Pol.s.nd. 

They have sent $25,000. for initial relief in Finland and 

have bought $16,000. worth of medicines in London to send by 

airplane to Finland. Wayne Taylor is arriving in Finland today 

to report on further relief needs. 

Then, : in addition to those statistics, I think I can say 

that ot c·ourse we are encouraging all kinds ot gifts and, through 

various channels, of working in cooperation with the Red Cross 

because, undoubtedly, the needs in the case ot Finl.s.nd will be a 

good deal greater than t .hey are now, and the needs in Poland will 

continue at least through the winter, also the needs ot Polish 

refugees who got out ot _tb.e country. 
----- 0 
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Q Mr. President, as the president ot the Red Croae, have you any-

thing to say about the competition Mr. Hoover seams desirous ot 

ottering in connection with relief in Finland? 

THE PRESIDENT: Fine, tine, because, as I understand it, there is 

cooperation between his money raising and the Red Cross. 
/ . . 

Q Did he consult with the Red Cross, do you know? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I think they have been .in consultation tor about 

two months. 

Q Are there any moves still being made to establish a central agency 

to take care of all the refugees? 

TEE PRESIDENT: Well, it' is being handled through a central agency 

now. 

Q I beg pardon? 

THE PRESIDENT: · It is being handled through a central agency now, all 

of it. 

Q Well, I counted six of these different Polish committees. 
,_ 

TEE PRESIDENT: Yes, and they are all working through the Red Cross. 

Q Through the Red Cross? 

THE P.RES !DENT: Yes , 

Q Mr. President, t he Export-Import Bank says there is no statutory 

obstacle to them lending money which Finland may use for mili-

tary purposes but they have a policy against loans of that kind. 

Have you ·anything to say about the relaxation? 

TEE :mESIDENT: I don't think it is relaxation. I think this loan to 

Finland is tor non-war material. , 
Q Yes, it is, but I was wondering whether there might be a relax&-

tion on future loans? 
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THE PRESIDENT: '!bat is an "!tty" thing. They are not in contemplation 

at this time. 

Q We hear that George Earle is to get a diplomatic post. Can you tell 

us a.nything about that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I read it in the paper too. (Laughter) 

Q Do you plan to ask Congress tor any changes in the Neutrality Act 

ai the next session? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of, no. But, if something new should 

turn up in .Tanuary --

Q (interposing) No weaknesses have developed? ' 

THE PRESIDENT: But if something turns up and I should have to ask for 

something, do not say it is contrary to what I said on the twelfth 

of December. I have not any thought in mind now. 

Q Is it desirable to ask for trade agreement renewals next session? 

THE FRESIDENI': Ye~. 

Q Can you tell us anything about the desirability of lowering the 

excise tax on copper as indicated in the Chilean trade agreement? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know what is contemplated in the Chilean trade 

agreement so I cannot answer the question. 

Q The present excise tax is four cents and, in the agreement under 

discussion, there is the possibility of a fifty per cent reduc-

tion or two cents. 

THE PRESIDENT: I am glad to have the information. I did not know it 

before. (Laughter) 

Q Is there any modification of the Act in the process ot review? 
' 

THE FRliSIDENT: I do not know. .The thing has not been taken up except 

with the general thought that there will undoubtedly be requests 
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for renewals. There are undoubtedly IIIley countries that are still 

1n the potential effort of making trade agreements for the general 
• 

i objective of increasing our exports along the eame line. We have 

had great success in doing it so tar. 

~ Did Secretary Wallace say anything t o-you about that Dies report 

on the consumers• organization? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. Lots of other people have, though. (Laughter) 

Q. Name three, Mr. President. (Laughter) 

Q. Mr. President, oan you tell us anything of your conference with 

Mr. Leon Henderson yesterday? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, just the usual checkup. It happens about every 

three or four weeks -- s. E. C. and the T. N. E. c. 

Q. Senator Taft said yesterday in Boston that Government expenses 

could be reduced to such an extent, without hurting anything, 

that the Budget would be balanced in two years. 

THE PRESIDENT: Good, good. I would do anything in the world to give 

him a prize tor a bill of particulars. I woul d offer a very hand-

some prize if he, personally, would give me a bill of particulars. 

Q. In your conference with Mr. Eccles, did you come to any conclusion 

about taxes at all? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q. Has the question of his reappointment come up, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, we did not talk taxes or appointments at all. 

Q. Mr. President, in regard to these trawlers and other boats that the 

British bought tor mine sweepers, if we could sell fully ~ed 

~esse~s, why can't we sell ~ed vessels? 

THE PRmiDEN'l': All I know is that it has been taken under adTisanent 

,. 
\ 
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b7 the .A.ttol7ney General . I do not tc;now anything about it one 

war or the other. You had better ask him. 

Q Referring to the Dies r eport for a moment, is there anything ,.ou 

can tell us about it? 

THE Fru!SIDDrr: Which report was it, the Matthews report? 

Q. Yes , sir . 

THE PRESIDENT: As I understand it, and I will tell you that my onl7 

information is what I have read in the papers, Jerry Voorhis 

said that the chairman of the committee appointed himself a sub-

committee; he thereupon assumed the role of subcommittee; he 

thereupon received a report from Mr. Matthews and his subcommittee 

directed that it be accepted by the committee and published. Am 

I right? 

Q. That is right . 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think that speaks for itself. 

Q. Thank ,you, Mr. President . 

TEE PRESIDENT: Secretary Wallace is putting out a statement on con-

sumers. 

Q. Someth~ng seams to have happened in thew. P. A. situation in 

Minneapolis which raises some questions among people interested 

in thew. P. A. organization. The first question asked is, "Do 

w. P. A. workers have a right to organize?" And, second, "If 

they do, can that right be protected?" 

Have ,.ou an,. c011111ent rou care to make? 

THE PRESIDENI' : I would say offhand and, mind you, this is a horseback 

opinion, that they have juet aa much right to orpnize aa the • -

ployeea of the Gonrmnent in Washington and, aa 70u know, the 
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employees ot the Government in \'laebington belong to, I think it 

is either two or· three different organizations. Most or the 6.m-

ployees here in the city belong to one or the two or three~ 

They have not got the right to strike against the Govern-

ment; they have not got the right to create commotions and dis-

turb the peace. 

Well, that is about all t here is to be said on that. I .think 

it is just common sense • 

.MR . GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President. 

MR. YOUNG. Thank you, sir. 

r 

' .. 

" 

·. 

364 



COHnD:Dll'IAL 
Preee CoD.terenoe 1606, 
Held while the President was · ill hie autcaobile, 

pUked alongside ot the PreeidenUal. Special Train, 
Richland•, New York, 
Deoeaber 15, 1~39, 8.45 A.K. 

THE PRISIDENl': Oh, boys. 

Q It is kind ot cold. 

THE P.RESIDENI': That is terrible. 

Q How cold is it? What i s your guess? 
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THE PRESIDENT: I would say around twenty-tin or six. That is not bad, 

you know. 

I do. not think I know a thing. . It is awful 'to be in that 

frame ot mind in the morning but we are going to have a good _dey. 

Q Anythitl8 on the South .American running gun battle? 

THE PRESIDEm': No, I have not heard anything more than you got. 

Q. That Mr. Wilson reported last night, at the State Department -- yes-

terday afternoon? 

THE ~IDENl': Wasn't that the same thing that aame out in the papers? 
... 

Q Yea. 

THE PRESIDml': No, I have not got another th.ing. 

Q. Are you going to see Ambassador Kennedy? 

THE PRESIDENl': No. 

Q What made me ask you was a story in Boston that he was going t o see 

you Friday. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think his plana are indefinite. .He is goi.ng to see 
' 

ae oil the way south, but after that I do not know. 

Q can ;you tell us ~hiDg generally about that South Allerican running 

PD bdUe? 
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TBB PRBBID!Ill': I think not ; no. 

Q Mr. Patterson (ot the New York De1l7 Nne) was 1nter88ted, Tery auoh, 

on the showi.Dg ot guns. You lolow, the Qel'llaDa had eleven-i.D.oh ae 
. 

against the Brit~sh six and eight. You would not want to talk on 

tbat? 
• 

'THE PRESIDBNl': No. In other words, or course the tru~h or the matter 

ia tbat loe (Patterson) doean•t know a dumed thing about it and' 

I am only gueaeina. (Laughter) 

loe ia all right on hie ~ stutt -- t his ia ott the record, 

ot course -- and hie two ships tor one eveey Monday morning • 
• 

Q Be never misses. 

THE' PRESIDENr: He never misses; it 18 all right. 

Q. Do you ' lolow, sir, that old saying that t here ~a no harm in trying, 

so it I may thus preface 1113 question~ will state it. It has 

not been asked and it ·is rather important. Question: Do you, as 
' 

a Liberal; agree with what Secretary Ickes. said about Apministra-

tor McNutt, that he would not be a suitable candidate to tiberal~? 

THE PRESIDENT: or course, there is nothing I can say on that. In 

other words, one ot the old games i8 to get people t o. comment on 

this man, that aan, the third man, the fourth man, and grad'!3liy, 

by the eliaination process, t o have the whole story and I aa much 
-

t~o old to tall tor it. I used t o, twenty-five or thirty years 

ago. 

Q I must aay I bad no follow-up question. It I bad had an answer to 

~hat, I would han been --

TBI PBI:Sl.DDTt ( i.D.hrpoeina) Yea. There would not hen been anotlano 

tor a .. u. 

.. 
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~ 
Well, I am not going to· do ~hing today except play around 

the place and look at the progreea ot the new building. lloBhaiD 

~ 
wrote me that he thought he wo~d haTe the last part ot the root 

011 ,Y this morning. You cannot tell what the lllliow haa done but 

he haa been lucky. 

Q. Do you think we will stay over l4onP,e:y? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not ~ow. It depends entirely on what I hear down 

there. Ot course I would like to, very much, because Anna _(llrs. 

~ohn ~tiger) and John_get in Sunday afternoon and I would like 

to haTe one dey with them. lbwever, the traill has been told to 

be ready Sunday. 

Q. )lay we say, Mr. President, that you are 1n touch with the Department 

ot state .as on regular other trips? 

THE PRESIDEtlr: Yes. Just 1'or example, I will probably talk with the 

Secretary every morning and sometimes in the evening. That is 

just regular. procedure. 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
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OCINl'IDBNTIAL 
Press OoDteHnce #607, 
Executive Offices ot the White House,' 
Dec~ber 19, 1939, 4.10 PJI. · 

Q Yr. President, how are you? 

THE PRESIDl!NT: Fine, perfectly grand. What 18 this dirty sheet (The 

Evening Star) I am reading here? 

Q It is the metropolita.n paper ot Washington, sir • 

• 
Q The news is three weeks old in that . 

THE PRESIDENT: Same ot the filler they use is terrible. They used 

a piece tpe other day that was at least three years old. They 

used a filler piece three years old . 

Q I have the Christian spirit. I only said three weeks. 

Q By the way, we have a piece about Heyweod Broun. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I said something nice about him. There is a 

special little clause, ~e wore no man's collar." 

MR. DONAlDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDE.NT: Well, ·the front row has no news at all. and apparently 

no questions. 

Q Have you heard, sir, that a German or British cruiser bas pursued 
I 

a German tanker into our territorial waters? 

THE PRESIDENT: I only had a flash on it. I do not know whether it 

is true or not • 

36.8 

• Q Does your flash announcament identity the British ship or the tanker? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, it was somewhere down south. 

Q It was ott l"ort Lauderdale. 

THE PRESIDmT: We have been there. 

Q It was the Geran tanker AIWJCA. I think the latest thing was that 

: 
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a~ritish destroyer chased the German tanker. It was the Brit­
\! 

ish destroyer ORION and it went into Port EYerglades and the 

' 
British cruiser stayed outside the three-mile ltmit to await anr 

deTelopments that happen to the German ship. 

THE PRESIDENT: That is Tery nice. (Laughter) 

Q Would that be in our territorial waters? 

THE PRESlDENT: What, Port ETerglades? 

Q No, three miles out . 

THE PRESIDlNT: Well, I don'.t know . Nobody sunk? 
.. 

Q Yes. (Laughter) 

Q The German ship has asked tor a pilot to take them in to Fort Lau-

derda.le . That i s the report that .the British had. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that is something . We will get pilot dues. 

Q Will there be some proclamation in connection with the new Cuban 

trade agreement? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. I guess the State Department will 

handle anjthing on it. I signed a lot of things today on it. I 

signed eight documents . For details see the Secretary of State • 
. 

Q Any ot them include restoring the quotas on sugar? 

THE PRESlDmT: Oh, yes; oh, my, yes. 

Q Do you know if the State Department is studying certain proposals 

put forth by the Tokyo foreign office? Can you tell us whether 

you are hopetul that a basis for ·friendly relations with japan 

will be torthccming? 

THE P.RESIDEN1X I cannot, since that is one of the things the Secre-

tary of State and I decided to deter the discussion pn because 

we do not know anything about it. 

. . , 
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Q. Any news iri the long cabinet meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT: Heavensl It was not long at all. We got out .. at tour 

o• clock. It was shorter tha.n usual. We swapped stories. " 
\ 

Q Can you tell us anything more about the restoration ot suga.r quotas? 
•• 

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot. Frankly, I do not know. You had better ask 

the State Department. 

Q Can you tell us anything about the call John Lewis made today? He 

said he would leave it to you if anything can be said·. Could 

you say anything? 

THE PRESIDENT: I talked about my hopefulness that _labor as a whole 

will cane together. There was nothing concrete. 

Q Same of us did not hear the answer to the next to the last question 

about sugar quotas. 

THE PRESIDENT: I said he had better ask the State Department because 

I do not know. 

Q When the Department of State put out the announcement, they ~aid, 

"You had better ask the Department of Agriculture" and today the 

Department of Agriculture. says to ask the President. 

THE PRESIDENT: WelJ., take me out of this run-around. You would save 

mileage by confining it to State and Agriculture. Honestly, I 

do not know. at all. 

Q Anything about the District Judgeship? 

THE PRESIDENT: We have not got to that. We got to -- did we do the 

Virginia judges? 

GENERAL WATSON: Yes. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Virginia judge·s was as tar as we got. 

Q How about the successor to Dr. Gruening? 

• 
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'!'BE PR&":liDliNT:~ That we have not even discussed . 

Q Have your studies on t he Buclset gone tar enough to tell us any-

• 1 thing about it? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. Probably t here won't be anything decided 

until somewhere around th~ end or this week, when we will prob~ 

ably came to a final decision, subject to correction up to the 

date, whatever it i s , that it is going to the Public Printer, 

. ' 
~wh ich has to be next Friday . And then you won •t know. We will 

.· 
· have our seminar, as usual, I suppose on the third or fourth 

( ot January) • 

Q We hear reports ~bat there have been very dr~stio cuts in many 

items. 

THE PRESIDENT: I would put it thi s way , that a lot or departmen~ and 

agency heads think they are very drastic. But some other people . . 
dp not think they are very drastic. 

Q In that connection, do you think Senator Taft has qualified yet 

for that prize? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard a peep . 

Q Mr. President, Earl Browder said in a speech in New York last night 

that the New Deal was trying to start a holy war against Russia . 

Any cazment on thilt?. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: What do they call it down in Arab.ia? What is a holy 

war? 

Q J'ehad. 

THE PRESlDBNT: J'ehad; that is right. 

Q Did Mr. Lewis otter any encourag~~Mnt tor ;your hopetulneaa on labor? 

TBB PIUI'BIDIHT: I think he 1a hopetul too. (Laupter) 
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.. 
Q Haa there ,been discussion on the so-called oertitioate. plan ot 

financing ~ reliet? 

THE PRESm!NT: Yes, that is going on all the t 'ime. Ot course on that --

on the general subject, not the certificate plan -- it brings back 

to the memory ot all ot us that in 1938, when the Congress appro­

priated, what was it? $250,000,000., it was pretty late in 1the 

' 
session and they all thoUght it was too late to bring in some 

~ . 

kind ot a tax measure to. repay .the Treasury tor this $250,000,000. 

As I remember it, they passed that Joint Resolution which, in et-

teet, promised that at the next session they would pass a tax 

measure to bring in $250,000,000. 

Well, ot course the record shows that they did not . Then, 

last year, they appropriated three hundred million more tor the 

same general objective and they did not pass a tax to make it up. 
\ 

• 
So I figure that the Congress owes the Treasury $550,000,000. 

and I guess --probably it is a pretty_good guess-- that I will 
. . 

mention the tact that the Congress owes the Treasury $1550,000,000. 

under a solemn pledge given a little over a year ago . 

Q You will mention that? .. 

THE ~mEN!': I think it will be mentioned. 

Q And put it in the same category as the war debts? 

' 
THE PRESIDENT: Somewhat; seme general idea. 

Q Write them a note twice a year? (Laughter) 
.l 

Q Will you comment on these Tiolations ot the neutrality belt around 

the Americas? 

THE PRESIDENT: No; not yet. 
,. 

Q Mr. President, there are some reports ot the resignation ot the 

.. ' 
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I 
Gonrnor ot the Farm Credit Administration. Have you received 

any such resignation? i 

1 THE PRESIDENT: We are not ready on that yet . 

Q Mr . President, has any progress been made on the bonded indebted-

ness of the South American republics you spoke of some months ago? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think they are making pretty good progress. I have· - only had one or two intorms.l reports on it . No details yet. They 

are making very definite headway. 

MR. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President. 

• 

• 

' 
' . 
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, 

THE Im:SIDmT: Did he (indicating Mr. Godwin) talk about it thie 

morning? 

MR. EARLY: 
'\ Yesterday morning. 

Q (Mr. Godwin) What is that about? 

THE PRESIDENT: Everybody goi~ broke the end ot the month. 

Q (Mr. Godwin) Well, I will tell you, I am. 

THE PRESIDENT: It is not as bad as some previous Cllristmasee and 

New Years. Earl (Mr. Godwin) is worrying about hie incane tax 

this year .• 
/ 

Q (Mr. Young} Yes, hie salary was printed the other day in Variety. 

TEE PRESIDENT: He will turn conservative, the. first thing I know. !l 

MR. DONAlDSON: All in • 

THE PRESIDENT: I did take up the question as to whether we coUld pay 

the good people who serve the Government ahead of the regUlar pay 

' day, at the end ot .the month, but the Director of the Budget and, 
. 

I think, . the Comptroller General say that, untortuna~ely, ·we can-

not do it under the law. · 

I have done my best and we will all have to stay broke tor 

a few days until the second ot Jani.Bry, except some people who 

have new radio contracts and things like that. 
[?1 . 

Q Mr. President, are you reviving the Interdepartmental Health can­
\ 

mittee? 

Tlm PRl!SIDENT: No; I do not know where that crazy story came trCIIl. 

Q No reflections? 

I 

l 
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'1'BI PKISIDil'iiT: No. It •• jut -.de out ot whole cloth. 

Q Ia 111ea Roche (Kies J'oaeph1De Roche) goins to atay? 

TBE PlmSIDINT: Yea. 

Q Did abe rea1p? 

r 
J 

THE PRli:SIDENT: She wanted to resip laat spring and I perauaded her 

to stay on into the f"all and a · the fall abe anted to resign -

again and I persuaded her to atay on. 

' 

\ 
They are working along the line of continuing their studies 

< 

and they are also working along another line which I suggested 

t o them, which might be called an effort during the 'coming year 

(to work out a plan on a~ small basis) instead of ·waiting for a 

complete and perfecte.d plan, such as a plan similar to the Wag-

ner Bill and the Harrison Bill, which -would cost an awt"ul lot 

of money -- might run up to a very, very large sum every year . 
• 

The chief trouble with those- plans for health, as you all . 
know, is that they are more or less baaed on what we call the 

' 
"matching basis" and the trouble with the matching basis is that 

those states which have the most money are able to put up the 

most money and get the greatest a~unt of federal aid and those, -

' 
ot course, are the states that have the best health conditions. 

The poorest health conditione are in those a:tates which have the 
. . 

least money to put up and therefore would get the least federal 

aid. 

This general proposal that we are studying at the preaent 
• 

time 1a tll&t -- on the aaaumption that we are not goiDC ah~d 

. ) 

on the -&5-55 •tching baaia on public works, •• h1tbeno, tor 

achoolhouea ud coanty oour\bouea ud jaila ud •'er worb 

• • 
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and sewer SJatcs; et cetera and so on -- that we cou{d attord, 

in a comparatively small way, to hav~ the ~ederal· GoTerument 

.. finance hospitals and clinics-- I suppose thet best · term. is 
__.. 

~dical centers" -- 1D those parts of the united States that 

have not got anr hospitals or facilities. 
. .. 

' ' 
You take, for instance, ~ cases: I have in mind a c~ty 

in the State 9i New York with ·about 100,000 population that has ... 

six pretty good hospi,tals in it and enough money to k~81! those · •. 
hospitals going. That is a pretty good h.ealth service, taking 

1 t by and large. Then I have in mind another area 1D the lower 
... .• 

~South where three counties with a total of about the same pop-

ulation, 100,000 ~e.ople, have not a hospital w1 thin the three 

counties, no~~inic, no operating roam and eighty miles tram 

the nearest hospital. They can only send patients if there . 
! 

.are tree yacant beds in that hospital eighty miles away. 

Now, the general thought is that· in a locality like the 

l~tter -- and there are probably several hundred or them in 

the United States -- the Federal Government should build amall 

hosp'itals for the reg.ion that has no nospital facilities on 
/ 

condition that the Federal Government is satisfied that the 

local people wil,l be allle to operate. and manage that hospital 
' 

in a successful ~y, both tram the point of health efficiency 

and tram•the point ot· view of tinanc~, so that it they once get 
' ·. . . 

the plant the local cCIIIIDunities wo~d sustain it along adequate 

linea, both finanoiall)o and trom the point of view of good aed-
. ~ . 
ical service. And the cost of that, what lligbt be called . the 

. " 

first expert.ental step to bring better medical health center 

376 
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facilities to the places that han not got a~ at all -- and I 
.I 

thiDk it 1a worth •trying -- the cost would not be very great. 

The idee. would be to start 1t in such a •Y as· to sene the most 

needy oammtnities first and, if ~he thing worke, it can ~e . d,vel-

oped further. ' 
' 

~ Mr. President, would that be a substitut' for the Wagner Bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I would not call it that. It would 1118an at thle 

' particular c~ng session we would not attempt to put through 
. / 

a general plan on a nationwi~basis but that this would be a 

step ~owarn the 1mprov~~nt of health in those caamunities that 

have complete lack of. facilities today. 

~ Woul~ ~hat take new legislation? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, my, yes. 

~ Wher.e would the funds cane •from and which agency would do it? 
': ~. , 

THE PRES'IDENT: It wouldJbe a combination. The Govermnent would put 

it up: I~ would be a CCJ!lbination of P. W. A. and W. P. A, us~ 

at the same tillle, W. P. A. labor as far as we can. 

~ · Does the u. s. Public Health Service cOme in? 

THE PR:ESIDENI': Yes. They c'ome in on the plans and they would pass, 

with probably sane very distinguished group of doctors, on the ~· 

plans and also on the approval of the local operating methods. 

~ They would make the Plans and the suneys? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes, and also the inspection to s.ee that it was kept 

up to the promises. 

~ Bas the Federal Security Administrator worked with this oCIIIIlittee 

in formulating this plant . 

377 
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and I ban te.l.ked to quite a zuaber ot doctors. I am tal.ld.ns 

nry soon with the Allerica.n W.dical Society people; thq han 

a cOIIIII.i ttee ot eeTen that 1e stud71.ns this eame tJPe ot project • 
• 

Q Kr. President, do you mean the Federal GoTernment would ·bear all 

the construction e%pense? ' 
THE PRESIDENT: All the construction e%pense on the conditio.n that .... 

' 

the maintenance an~ ~ operation a.nd management was carried out 
: 

completely b~ the local people. 

Let me give you an illustration which will probably show 

you what I lnee.n: Take any one ot three or tour given areas 

that I know ot, one of them in the Middle West, one in the 

rather tar West, not as tar as the Coast, a.nd a couple ot them 

• 
down eouth. Doctors in those places have come to me and have 

said, "The one thing we cannot do is to build a hospital. We 

cannot get the money; it is a poor section. We cannot build 

a hospital. We cannot put in the operating roans. We cannot 
t 

buy an ambulance ·to go with it. We cannot put in facilities 

tor trained ntirses. We cannot raise the capital. But, it we 

could get a small plant, we think we could maintain it." 

I said, . "What do you mean by a SDall plant?" Now, this 

1a just one example. They said, "In our locality we could put 

' up a one-story building ot wood. It is a good section tor wood. 

The building would last fifty or seventy-five years it it was 

kept painted. Being one-story, it is perfectly sate tram the 

point ot Tiew ot tire. It would have no wings, one tor white 

people and one. tor colo~d people. It would have, in the mid­

cUe, an adaln~etration buildins with a cUnic in 1 t tbat people 

could oo.e to, and an operatl.ns roc., and also a laboratorr 

• 
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which, ot course, is neceeaary tor any modern hospital.• 

I eaid, WWbat could you do it tor?• "Well, • they said, 

"we could do the whole works, including equipping the operat-

ing roan, tor $150,000.• 

In othe~ words, this is not any grandiose scheme tor put­

ting up hospital centers that cost $10,000,000. apiece. In these 

areas; in a great many oases we could put up a tairly adequate 

building tor $150,000. 

~ How many beds? 

THE PRESIDENT: About a hundred beds. 

Q. A hundred beds total in both wings? 

THE PRESIDENT: To~al, yes. 

Q. As I remember it, the A. M. A. (American Medical Association) Com-

mittee particularly criticized t he proposal to build hospitals, 

saying th~t we have enough hospi ta).s and saying that we had bet-
' ter use ~hose ho8pitals we have. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think they were talking about same ot the great 

centers when they said that. In other words, they would not say 

it themselves in these localities that have no hospitals. I 

think the st~tement that they made was probably true in relation 

to same ot the great cities ot the country. 

Q One sound point that the A. M. A. has made consistently is that 

they woul~ike to have the operation ot the hospitals lett in 

private hands rather than in Governmental hands. Your plan 

would comply w1 th that? 

THE PBISIDli:NT: In other words, it would be the people in the locality: 

Q In introducing this subject, you 8p0ke ot the old P. w. A. ratio ot 
I 

( 
' 

•• • 

379 



•• 

. . 

608 -- '1 

55-•5 ae a precedent. I tmagine --

THE PRESIDJ!NT: 1(interpoa1.ng) No, no; that is gone. l"or this thing 

it would be 1~ by the l"ederal Government but, of course, a '-

fairly large proportion ot that 10~ would be conred by the 

W. P. A. relief workers• appropriation. . r 

Q Han you reached any estimate ·as to how much might be used in the 

first year under such a program? 

THE FRESIDENT: No, we have not got as tar as •tha t. It would not .'be 

a very large sum • 
. 

Q This looks like a natural tor the log rollers on .the. Hill. How 

would you hold that down? ' 

-
THE PRESIDENT: (laughing) I think you are rigbt.and, therefore, the 

idea is this: Of course, if Congres~ wants to do it they have 

. ~ ' . ,) ' 
a perfect right to do it but the ob·j ective is ·to find out the . 

. ·. . 
. . 

fifty areas in the United States tbft ~most need hospital racil-
> · -

ities. Now, if Congress wants' to 'spec~ those tift; areas --

/ 
it would take _a long ~ime to stuqy it out -- or course, it is 

. - f 

all right. H.oweve~l the practical way is to appoint a committee 

ot distinguished doctors, rather than Congressmen, -to determine . - . 

which are the most necessary fifty localities to put fifty 

buildings, in. 

Q What 1n ease these local people cannot support it? 

THE ~IDENT: That is what we want to find out. 

~ Suppoae it couldn't? ) \ 

THI PRISIDJ:RT: The idea 11 that no hospital would be built until .,.. 

upert cCIIIIIi ttee ot doctors and hoepi tal. -.Doilpre and Publio Health 

' 
people 1e satisfied that the ccwnun1 t7 c~ld a~d would \ppart it. 
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""'-Q Ro liens at all? The title, tree, goes traa the 7e4eral OOT8rD-
( 

mentt .. 
• ' I 

THE PRESIIlBNT: It is up to the J'e\ieral GoverDment to keep the title 

to ·it. 

Q Would not that penalize the communities wh~ch do build tlieir own? 

Would any cmmm,nity build its own? 
l 

I 

THE PRESIDENT: I am talking ~bout the communities that haven't got 

1 any at all, no hosp ital at all. This northern area that I em 

talking about has got s ix hospitals and it it wants a seTenth 

hospital it has _enough money to'build i t and pay tor it itself. 

Just the -s~e thing on talk~ng o~ matching on the question .-.· 

ot education. -~he States of New York, Massachusetts and Illinois 

ought not to have any aid trom the .. Federal Govenmien't tor schools 

but Georgia~ and Mississippi and Alabama, South carolina and Ar-

kansas, I think they need sane aid because they haye not got the 

values down there to build schools ·and run them. Yo1,1 take the 

State ot Georgia -- some of you ··were down with me this year. 

You rem8!11ber t he Atlanta papers?· There were grea't headlines 

every morning: "State Schools will Probably Close Down the 

J'irst of January." This i ntol'lllltion 1118& given to me when we 

were down there. They have kept open through December because 

the GOvernor borrowed $400 ,000. , I think, from the State hi~­

we.y fund. There 1a your problem. We rich people up here, we 

do not visualize it. 

Q A group of newspapers in Clenland, with the cooperation of the 

~lice Depar~nt, haa or&&nized what they call ,an "'ndustrial 

• 
Satet7 Council• tor the prevention ot abotap. '!'hey sa7 this , 

\ 

. . ( 
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1a beiDa done with the enoourac-nt ot the .J'e4eral Qonn.ent ,. 
tbroup Baftl Intelligen~e. It baa arouaed a great dMl ot 

oppoeltion trcm labor, which th~a this 1e a mon tor labor 

espio~Je. Will y~ ~Y what the policy· ie? _ . 

• 

..... 

Tm( PR!BD>ENT: · I . nner· heard ot the particular thing. or course 

•• the policy 1a a very simple one. What is labor goiq to do 1t, 

1n a plant employiq 10,000 peopl~ there are ten potential --

what do they call them? -- saboteur's? Now, there is no attack 

on those 10,000 people employed there but it is very distinc~ly 

the duty or the Federal ClOvermnent to terret out these potential 

saboteurs. That is just plain comn'on sense. 

Q It i s necessary to have the industries themselves work with the 

.cooperation ot the local authorities? 

THE PRFSIDl!NT: Yes, sure; and labor. Heavens, the other 9,990 
... . ~ 

people have a duty as employees to help the Govermnent tind the 

ten. 

Q Mr. President, will you diecuss this Ohio soup kitchen proposal? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think there 11!1 any:thiq to disou.ss. It and 
• 

when any city tinds itself with a lot or people who a~e starvin& 
. 

and it is proved to the Federal Government, the l!"ederal Govern-

ment will ~ey to do what it has said right aloq it would do 
/ 

·andihat is to keep people trcm starving. The obvious way ot 

doiq that is to do it the •Y we operate durin& a tlood dieas-

ter or an earthquake or 801118thing like that. We use the Red 

cro .. , we use thew. P. A., we use the nomrllitary part or the 

Arrq, which 1118111ls camp ti tobeu that are drawn upon in any 

' ' dianer. 

• • 
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' 
~ T)le J'ederal GoTerim.nt wOUld not moTe in that area volun~aril;y? 

You WOuld baTe to be informed bf the Gove~nor ot the state? 

that ~lear to JQU? 

THE FRESIDENT: · No. It there are a lot ot ataning people and it 1e 

) proved, there is no question ot' the. Governor or a:prbodr else. 

We will just carry out the policy ot the Federal Government. 
. . 

Q Have you seen any such proof .t'ran Ohi~ as this? 
I 

• 
383_ . 

t 

THE PRESIDENT: No." That is merely a restatement ot what we ~ave ,. 

been saying tor the last seven years. 

_Q Is there anything new to tell about what you are goi!J.g to do about 
. . "\ 

sugar quota restorations, about which- there has ~e~n 

sion? 

THE PRESIDENT: ' I think l signed an Executive Order last night and · 

I th~ y~u had better get it b~cause I won't trust my ~emory. 

I am getting mixed up again be~en quotas and taritts. 

Q There have been reports that the Under Secretary of the Treasury, 

J'ohn Hanes., is going to resign illlmediately. Can you tell us any-

thing about that? 

THE PRJ!SIDl!NT: I think he is going out very soon. I ,think last 
) 

spring J'ohnny wanted to go back to private business and we asked 

him and persuaded him to. stay through the I!IUI!im~~· Then he •s · 

going out in the autumn but the war broke and we persuaded him 

" to stay on until we got out our autumn financing. Now that is 

all ;done. I cannot, with a clear conscience, ask him to star 

any longer because there is no parti~ular crisis over in the 

-Treasury. I am very sorry to have him go and I em very glad 

we were able to keep him on tor six months or more at'ter the 

-
' 
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• tille he w.ntecl to lMn. 

Q Do you mow &boot th8 Dhtriot Jqe tor the District of Coluabi&, 
~ 

which is reported to be almost ready? 
. 

TBI PRES~: It has not got here yet. Maybe Frank (the Attorney 

General) is stueying it. 

Q Will Colonel Harrington han to go back w'ith the Arflt1 after the 

· first (of t he 78&r)? His f our-year tour ie up on January flXth. 

THE PREBIDlml': That is bad news •. I do not mow. 

(Jtote: It dnelope d that Colonel Harrington' s leave :trom 

the Army had been granted by Congressional ao~ion, consequently 
I • 

there Ws.s no limitation on its le.ngth.) 
I 

Q Several weeks ago a reporter :asked you if Mr. Garner's candidacy 

made any difference in your plans . In view or the statement 

made yesterday by Secretary Ickes and the Attorney General re-
. 

garding Progressive-Liberal coalitions, is there anything you 

oan say today? 

THE PRESIDENT: The easiest way to put it is -- please excuse the 

language and do not quote it -- I am too. damned busy (laughter), 

literally, to be talking about potential nents a long, long 

way off. I have other things I think are more important for 

the Nation at the present time, foreign affairs and certain 

domestic issues which are right to the core. 
' 

In other words, I, unror~unately (?). han, a a IIQ!Ie of ' you 

have been kind eno~h to intimate, two things, a aeue ot pro­

portion and· a eenae ot t1m1ng. (Laughter) 

Q You aat up all night on ~t one • 

•• 
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MR. UODIIN: Thank 7011, Kr. President. 

Q W.rry Chriatmaal 
l 

'l'Hl!: PB!SIDINT: Oh, 7ea; I forgot. J. Ker_ry Chriatmaa to 7011 alll 

' .. 

• 

·. 
' 

.. 

·. 
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OODIDIIlfiAL 
Pre•• OoAteraoe 1609, 
:lnOI&tive Ottioea ot the Wh1 h Boue, 
Deotaber 26, 1939, 4.05 P.M. 

' 1 

, 
.. ·· ~-

(Mr. John Boettiger, the President's Sfl-in-uw, attended this 
' . 

-

Preas Conterenoe. Be held i.n his arms John Roosevelt Boettiger, 
I 

the President's grandson.) 

Q (Mr. Godwin) What is thie, the infant ouaa? -v· 
.) 

You• enoUld have seen Bill Hassett eating two Thanksgiving .. 

386 

(Christmas) dinners at f117 house and then going out to Mary Hoaee' a 
. ~~ 

an4 Ruse Young's and eating two more. 

THE PRESIDEM': Gosh, what happened? 

Q (Mr. Godwin) I ~on't know; he is here today. 

THE PRESIDENr: He just had an operation, too. 

Q (Mr. Godwin) He is going t o have another one·, Mr. President. 

That comes from cutting out liquor. He don't drink any. 

You will need an extra Chrtstmas tor· tha:t fellow. 

THE PRBSIDENI': Is he all right today? I haventt seen him. 

• I' 
MR. EARLY:. He said he would.like to leave early this afternoon. 

THE PRESIDliNf: Tell him to answer all calls. 

:am. EARLY: I think he is etudying Chinese, Mr. President. 

11R • J)()NAI.OOOH: All 1n. 

> -

THE P.RESIDEN.l': President GodWin has asked me topreeent the lateet 
• 

applicant tor m~berehip 1n the White House Oorreeponden~s' Aa­

eooiation to you, Mr. John Roosevelt Eroettiger. I will ask hie 

father tirat what paper he represents. 

MR. 10111 BOm'I.GJ:R: I thiDk it 111 the P.l. {Laupter) 
J 

Q (llr. Oo4w1D) Bow do :JOU spell it? (Ln&hter) 

.• 

' 



Q. ·(Mr. T0UJ18) Be is d .. ,royiJia the star 1o~er ner,e. 

liR. roar BOm"l''GKR: That was done lcmc before. · 

TBI PlmSIDIH'r: We han been gi Tille ll1a a oouree the. lut two AliT• a• 

to the ditterenoe between •back&round• and •ott the record.• I -
'hink he Will soon be elig!ble. 

Q. ~he _is to be eligible and it he is to attend these .conteren~es ' 

. . 
legit~tely, we would be Terr glad to au tor hie adJiissiOD and 

THE ·PRESIDENT: Then you need more than a card? 

Q. (Jir. Young) For a dollar. 

Q (Mr. Godwin) For a dollar, one dolJ.ar. 

\ 

. t 

f 

.MR. 10BN BOl!!l'TIGER: He has told me . he hits · not got the dollar but he 

greatly appreciates the inTitation and will tey to borrow the 

dollar. 

1 ~ (Mr. Godwin) Well, I will get it. 

IIR. 10BN BOEI'l'IGER: It Grandpop has a dollar. 

' 
Q (Kiss Craig) Looking at the Tillee-Herald picture, he looks as though 

he .wae .,rying to get ott the record. 
• 
' 

THE PRESXDENI':- That was a good crawli it is all right. 

Q Any news? ~ . 

THE PRESI.DENI': I do not think there .is a thing. SteT!!I (Jir~ ·Early) has 

· been feeding tou ·all aom.ing. 

' 
IIR. YOUHG: 'Thank 7~ eir. 

Q. ~' oaae out of your oonterenoe with Seore'ary Hull, Secretary W~-.. 

laoe and A .. inan' Beoretar.r Gnd)? 
. . 

TBI PRISTDDPrl 'l'ha~ was Jut. 'o br1J18' .. up to ~~ .on theae T&l"ioua . 

t~S~ · 

• 

• ... 



·~. . .. 

' 
Q The ArpllUn• ~--tt 

'l'BI pRJSIDJI!Pl: Tea, that a•MC otbera. 

Q l.D.'f prosreaa being .. de on that? 

'l'BI PRISIDmfl': I hope eo. 

• 

Q Oan you 'till ue in on 'four conference with Oeors• Allen? 

388 
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'l'HI PREIDINI': Oh, we juet ~alked in general about thia -- ia it the 

old plan or .the new plan or the old plan revaaped? 

.~ New plan.­

Q. Did 70U --

'THE Pim:JIDENl': (interposing) 1uat went onr it in general. 

Q. Is the Budset Y.essas• finillhed yet? 

THE PRESID!NI': . Finished? Oh, m;r, no. 

Q. Were you finished with the local matter? 

' 

THE PRISIDJill': Only I wppoae the next step 1s that 11t is to be pre­

aented with . all the particulars and ~ccounts ot the various parts 

of it to the Committee. 

Q Won't it be prepared in .bill form? 

THE PRESID!NI': I do not know • . Is that a .plan or a bill? 

Q Was District suttrase d~acuasedf 

----- 'l'HE PRliSIDl!Nl': No. 
r 

·, 
MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. President. 

.. 
• 

-• 

Q Kr. President, will the appointment · of Kr~ Taylor to the . Vat!can 

affect his_ status as Ohail'lllal1/ o.t the Intergonrnaental nc..1ttee 

• 
on Retusse!f? = , .. 

THE PlmSIDJHr: No, he will oonUnue on that. 

Q GoTU'IlOr 1 .... (Gonmor .Arihur II. 1 ... s of P.tan~lftllia) laet WMk 

/ 
aoaue4 w.P.A. of diaort•1n.aUna ... ,,.n PtDUJ1Tu1a beoaue it ,_, 

' . 

. . .. ..........-
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·- tuu4 i,publioan. BaTe .:rou 8111' ~-' on tbat? 

'l'BI· PD8IDDlf: .llo; nat1.11'all;r, not. . . 
~ 

' • Q Will lfr. DaTles han siieoial tw1.ot1011a aa new :UsUtot Se'eet&1'7 

ot state? 

T.Bi PBISIDDll': I think he will take oTer moat ot the tunctiona that 

Breck Long is now doing. .­

Q Whai happens to Long? 

THE PBESIDENT: I cannot tell you yet. 

I 

. " . 
Q Will you tell us SOIIlething about lfr. Taylor's actiTities at the · . . 

~atican? 

THE PRISIDENr: ActiTities at the Vatican? .. . 

. -

Q Yea, sir. I mean, ia there anything besides Ob!'Jerving that he wi~l 

haTe to do at first? 

THE PBESIDJ!:NT: I don't know. 
I 

He will get UP. 1n the morning, eat his . ' . 
· breakfast and go through the noraal tunotians ·ot a ID•m•n being _in 

. a post ot that kind. (Laughter) , 

• 
Q Will he carry a special message from you when he tiist goes over? 

. . 
THE PRESIDl!Nl': I do not_ know; I hav~ not th_e faintest idea. ... 

Q In that connection, llr.- President, dispatches ~ut- ot .ttaly today 

say the Itallo Government and the Vatican haTe reached an agree-

i:umt to ~rk along parallel l~es tor peeve. 
. -
I wonder it there 

·, ' . ·_ 
. '. 

THE PRESIDDJT: No. The more nations and goTel'Dil8llh do things like 

that, the better it is • 
' I 

Q Would :rou nnture a sue.sa, air, whether the eight United stat81 
\ 

liners wi~ be transterre4 to the Borweaio fiq? 

.. 
M" 2 ... if A 0 = 
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\ 
heud ot u~hillc doae. Bu the traneter gOAe throll&h .ret? · • 

Q They an padiq. Tbe negoUaUOAe are pa41Ds. , 

TBI P.RJ:SIDiilr: I read about it 1.D_;,the nenpapere; I ban not h\ 

u:rthi.Ds about it. ' • 

Q Can JOU tell ~us anything or the susseetioll t o uee soae ot .those . . ' 
lillers tor .teteorologi~ obsernUon ill the North Atlantic? 

TB!! PRESIDl!Nl': That report has not come t o me yet. I belien it is 
' . 

being studied because they belien there ought to be SOIIlethi.Ds in 

the way ot an obeerTation post or station between BermUda and the 

Azores. It has not come to me yet. 

Q Mr. Pi-esident, .. could you tell us about your .&onterence with Assist-. 
l . 

, 
ant Srecretary .To~son this morning? 

THE PRESIDEm': No. It was Just on coordination ot purchases ; joint 

purchases. 

. ' Q Wu t4e PanaJDa situation discussed, the buildiq ot the barraCks 

down there? 

THE BRESIDl!Nr: No.. I think -- h&nnit we asked tor bide on that by 

a ce~aill date? ' 

Q Yea. 

MR. GODWIN: Thank you, Kr. President. 

/ 

THE PRESIDENT: otherwise, all quiet and I han not -- Ruse (Mr. Young), 
, . ~ 

. 
I baTe not actually started writing the Annual Message. You are 

. 
a little ahead ot time. 

Q (Kr. Yow:as) Sten (Kr. Early) 1a ahead ot time. 

TBI PRESIDDiT: I will probabl7 etan either 011 Budget or 011 that thie 

· n•illc· I do not lalow wbioh. Ther will prooeecl et.l.taneoul.7. 

Q (Mr:'Tollll8) Stne (llr. -.r17) .Jr1ll-heu about that after Ue flrft 
.· 

-



609-6 391 
.. 

\... 

·. ot the ,-ear. 

Q Do 1011 plan to delinr \ur Ileana• ill per.an? 
~ . . . 

. 
'rBI PRISIDDJ'll: I do not lalow yet. Pi'oba,bly· ,.., 

~ (llr. Godwin) . ·we. '!ill aend hila (illdioattns .Tolm Rooaenlt Boett.tser) . 
. ~ . 

, ... a oard. 

' . 1 
'I 
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CODI:DJRTIAL Pr••• Oonterenoe #610, 
ExeoutiTe Ottioee ot ~h~ White Bouee, 
Deo•b•r 29, 1939, 10.50 A.ll. ·• 

' / . 
'l'B! PBll:siDD'l': 'lbA~ aisht on the· sota is enough to make anybody teel . . . 

' ' 

good this morning. · (Ret erring to the · seoretarie·s seated on . the 

sota, langh1ng at ecae quip) . 

Q. (lotr-. Godwin) What do you 'hear tram .J're.nklin? 

THE FRESIDmn': Oh, he is all right. 

Q. Was it bad? 

THE PRESIDENT: Some outs:. Nothing busted. 
. . 

. . 

(The. President motioned to' Mis.s Craig, indicating her . ne~ fur 

piece.) } 

Q. (Miss Craig) The American tox tur te.rmers' loss is my gain,; . 

' THE ~IDEm' : A ChristliJls pr esent? 

Q. (Miss· Craig) Yes. 

Q. (Mr. Mahoney) My boss (Mr. Casei Hogate) complimented your menu 

yesterday. 

THE PRESIDENT: It is all right. 

Q. (Mr. Malioney) · It is all right. It ·would make me tatter. 

MR. DONALDSON: All 1~ "' . 
' 

THE PRESIDENT: I am going to -- ~n .Congress assembles I am going 
' 
to send up the· name ot the new Under Secretary ot the Treasury, 

whom you lcnow all about nry well is Danny Bell. 
/ 

Q. Who? f 
\ 

Q. 'l'bat. ~s Moe. · He alwe,a pn us the impression that M dtd DOt 

want to lose hie o1T11 eerT1oe statue. 
' • 

' 
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THI PRESD>Dr: I don't believe ' he bas t\~ In other words, lie baa a 

ce~ain - number of years in wh.ich~e can stay out and -~en go .. back. 

Q Do you recall what his title . 1s now?} · · . 

MR. EARLY: Assist&~ to the Secret~ ·of the Treasury. 

THE ~m~: Assist'an~· to the Secretary of the Treasury • . Steve ·(Jir'. · 

Early)haa got his b10gr&phy out here, in caea .you wan~ to see it.' . 

Q. ~. Gocbrin) Before we get any ~ther I think the Preas woul!l 

like to say, this being the last Press Cont'erenc.e of. ~he. year., 

..... that. we wish you an eventful 1940. (Laughter·) . . 
.. 

THE PRESIDl!NT: Don •t be so equivocal. (Laughter ) · 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) We have learned it he:re ; Y.tr. President • . 

. THE ·PRESIDENT: It 'i s all right. That is very: sweet of ·you. 

Q. Mr. President, there i s one little matter connected with these ex-
.. IW·1h ~ 

changes between these religious bodies of ~he White House. You 

ha~e taken 'that matter up with three large religious bodies but, 

~n the case . of the Protestants, at leas~, being an old ~otestant 

choir boy:, I know that many church organizations are not connected 

with the Federal Council. What, if anything, do you intend to do 

in that situation? 

THE PRESIDENT: ~o things. In the first place, it any or· the heads 

393 

' · 

of these churches -- there seEIIII to be four w.hich are not· directly: ..... 

r 

. ' 

in t'ull membership in the Federal Council: the Soutb:ern Baptists 

with 4,800,000, the Southe~n Presbyterians with 500,000, th~ 

Lutherans .wlth 4,00o,ooo, · who, however, are associated in a con-

· aultative capacity, 'and the~-- I do not know ·what the m«mberehip 
' 

ot the Eph'copaliene . 18, :you probabl:y know better than I do -- · . . . \""" .. . . 
.t the:y are also aeepciated in • coneultathe capacity. Then there 

J 
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are a great many "!•ry 11111811 organizati.ons ot separate Protestant 
I 

churches. '!ell, •there -an two things: The first is tbat it any 

o? \h• leader• o~ t~ee ~~urehee ~t to oome in hero ~telk 
to me .in the same way as Dr. Buttrick or Dr. Adler, I Will b~ 

very glad to see them too. Of course I hope also that they will 

have, nearly all of them, the 'same feellng that all churches' are ·· 

pretty· well united in the objective that we· have towards peace and 
. \.... . . . . ) . . . . 

that . they will keep in. touch w.ith Dr • . B~ttr'ick and camn~icate '-

with ~in that way. If they want to · see me personally, of cou.rse 
• :! ' . 

I will be delighted to see them. 

Q. Have you receivled those letters 
I 

tram the Baptlsts yet, Mr • . Presi-. . .. 

dent? 

T~ PRESIDENT: ijo. 

Q Mr. Presid~nt, there is a story out of Buenos Aires t hat the Argen-

tine tra~e treaty is on the rocks. ~ve you .any information on 

that? 
... 

THE PRESIDENT: Not ~o my knowledge; I have no'j; hea.rd anything about it. 

Q. There have been new reports that this Government is considering send-

ing an ambas~dor to Germany.· Is there any~h1ng new on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: 
. . 

I have not heard of it; not a thing. . . ' .. 
Q Same min~~~ 'in O~o telegraphed yesterday ~d asked that soup kitchens 

. · be eenf ou~ there? ··, .. · 

THE FIDENT: ·I saw that 1n the paper. I dp not know whether the tele-

< '\ gram has · a~tually came in .~ · 

Q. Will one be· sent'r 

'l'HE PRESIDENT: I ·sullpose it w1.11 be turned over . to O~lone_l- Barrington 

' 
tor investigation. 

I ' . 
·, 

.. 
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Q. I understand the Budget Director bas sent a letter to the Depart-

ment heads, telling them not to talk ot the Budget outs they han 

auttered. ADy oooaaion tor that letter? 
.) 

THE PRJS:n:mNT: I guess it 1s the usual annual letter that has always .. 
gone out. 

Q. It said, "By direc.tion ot the President" 
• . ' 

THE PRESIDmT: (interposing) The 88Dle thing goes out every year. In 
' - r 

other words, when the Budget is made up it is solely and purely a 

question tor the Congress. 

Q. ~ave yo~ received tram the Department ot Justice a recommendation 

tor the First Ci~cuit Court Judge? 

THE PREsiDllNT: itlhat is·New England. No . 

Q. There are s everal vacancies around tor ·aovermnent posts besides . 

the ·Under Secretary ot the Treasury, particularly the Diplomatic? 
I 

THE PRESIDllNT: They" have not been decided on finally. There have been 

some tentative d~cisions but I do not think I will announce them 

unti~ their names go up to the Senate . . . .. 

Q. When may we .eXpect the nominations? 

THE PRmiDmT: Very early in the session. 

Q. How about the nomination tor the Supreme Court? 

THE PRESIDmT: The same thing . 
~ . 

Q. Does that include the Federal Judge in the District of Columbia? 

THE PRESIDmT: I do not know because I have not .talked about it • . . . . 
Q. Have you arrived at a figure on the Budget? 

THE PRESID!BT: Yes. 

Q. Can you tell us what it 

THI PRISIDINTz Jt ia good. (Laughter) 
. I 

' . 

-· 
) 
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Q When will- the seminar be held? 

~ PBISIDl!lQ'T: Let u.s see. The Speaker is coming in at lunch time · 

today and I am going to talk w1 th him about when the Annual Mea-

sage is to go in and .J: will let you all know this af'tsrnoon. It 

the Annual Message goes in on the third, I see no rsason why the 

' Budget should not go ~P the tourth, which is Friday. 

Q. ~sday. - I 

I 

THE PRESID~: ' Jt,nd I could have the ~eminar ·OJ! the Budget on 

MR. EARLY: · (interposing) 
• . . • • • • • • • • i : • 

It more or less· dep_ends, Mr. President, _ on·~-
\ . .. .. · ~ , . . .• ..... 

the Pu1511c Printer. That involves a: territ~c prin:ting job. May 

r , " 
I suggest to you, sir, that we hold ~he seminar about two hours . . 
after the Bureau of the Budget makes the distribution to the Press? 

·- -
That .will give them copi~s for each of them and then they can cane 

in. It is our old procedure. 
~ 

THE PRESIDENT: If th~Annuai Message_ goes in on the third, it I ·go up 

to the Congress on the third, tairly early in the afternoon, we 

can have the seminar that same afternoon and then. it W?n' t • up . 

your work because you will have the Annual Message out ot the way. 
I 

We .will take up the B~d~et that same afternoon.-roimd tour o'clock. 
. . ' 

Q. Mr. President, will you talk taxes t .o Speeker Bankhead when he comes 

· . today? ' , . 

THE PRES~: I do not know. 

Q. Mr. Presid~nt, co~cerning the deficit on fa~ relief, is it possible 

- .. 
to say when' the recOmmendations . \ . 

will b-e sent up recommending that 

plan -to the .Coiigl'eae? 
) . .. 

I • 

THE PRESIDEN'l': No. I ShoUld say, like taxes, I doubt very much whethsr 
/ \ -1 • • 

llDY apeoi1'1o · form ot ~ is reo~nded but a gee.t IIIIUl1 'forma lfill 

' . 
I 

\ ., 

• 1\ 
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be, as uaual, •iltione " leaTlDg the determination to the Con-
' \ 

grees, whlo~ le the usual method. 
• . . 

MR. GODWIN: Thank ~u. Mr. Preeldent, and a Happy New Yee.r • 
• ·, 

1 
· THE PRESIDENT: · •ell, Happy New Year , to all or you, strenuous or other-,. 

Wise. ... . 
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