CONFIDENTIAL ;
‘l’ Press Conference #623,

Executive Offices of the White House,
r‘m 13, 194:0. 4.12 FM.

MR, DOMNALDSON: All in.

THE FRESIDENT: Here is a story of a lost letter and therefore an
erroneous record. I think I told you at the last Press Confer-
ence that I had not had any letter from John L. Lewis, which was
based on a search of our files, and we did not find any. Yester-
day we were told by the Department of Lebor that they had it and
we have got it right here. Bill (Mr. Hassett) can give you & copy
of i1t. It is & letter of October fifteenth from San Frenecisco and
Bill (Mr. Hassett) says, (reading)

"I regret to advise you thet John L. Lewis,"
' this is from Bill Hassett,
"replied to your letter to him under date of
Cctober sixth. Under date of October nineteenth
you referred the letter to the Department of
Labor and this accounts for its absence from our
files."
Well, Bill will give you a copy of the letter. (Reading)
"Certain of the underlying factors affect-
ing the question of further peace conferences
would appeer to require additional clarification
before such conferences are resumed. Our Com-
mittee doegs not possess any informstion which

would lead to the belief that conferences, if
resumed at this time, would be fruitful.n"

Which is substantially what was repeated to me, as I told you the
other dey, by him verbally Jusf before Ghrisﬁmas.
Well, I think that is sbout all there is on that.
Q Is there anything further in this peace situation, Mr. President?

t THE PRESIDENT: What?
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Q Anything further?
THE PRESIDENT: No; no. I got &2 memorandum here ~-- another one --
the lsst time that that Joint Committee met, which was last

spring, sometime in April, I haven't got the exact date.

(Reading) | [ES

"It adjourned on the request of Mr. Lewis in s
order to give him more time to conclude negotia- LT
tions with the coal operators end perform other S0
duties which he stated to the Committee were g2 i)

: essential., The meeting adjourned in all friend- AT,
e £ liness and with an agreement that 1t would meet again ..
B : as soon as Mr. Lewls indicaeted that he was ready to Fo
: continue." '

Q@ From whom is that memorandum?

THE FRESIDENT: That was my memorandum.

Q Based on information supplied?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, what all the members of the Comittee agreed on.
. And I think that is all of that.

I am going to leave, as I have 'n-een telling you &ll along,
on my annual tr}p. I am going to leave tomorrow end t&ka_ a 1lit-
tle trip of about ten days. I don't know definitely yet what
port I am going from. I am going to get on a boat and that i_s
why I am going to limit it to the three Press Associations. I

would like to have all two hundred of you with me but we haven't

got that many bunks end if I were even able to take the corre-

spondents of individuel newspapere who have accompanied me to
Hyde Purk and other places, there would still be a good meny
hurt feelings because others would like to take the trip as

well, including May (Miss Craig) and Doris (Miss Fleeson) and

. : 80 on, and it would be enre:nély embarrassing for the Navy to




say that it cannot be dome.

Q& Mr. Preaident-:, would you like to exchange good wishes with Senator
Gﬁffay before you go? :

THE PRESIDENT: What?

¢ Exchange plugs or gcr-ud wishes?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard anything about it.

Q@ Politicel good wishes?.

.TEE PRESIDENT: I do not know what you are talking about.

Q@ On his candidacy. Would you like to comment on Senator Guffey's
u&n;iaac;l,r?

THE PRESIDENT: No -- anybody's candidacy.

@ Getting back to John Lewis, do you w&n';: to comment on his proposal
that they have & meeting on larch fifteenth?

THE PHESIDENT: INe. I just gave you the old record.

¢ Can you tell us what you talked about with Representative Cliff
Woodrum and Representative Lindssy Warren? They said you dis-
cussed budgetary matters.

THE PRESIDENT: Just budgetary matters, that is all. §

@ Did you discuss the economy drive or the cuts already made?

THL PRESIDENT: No. I told them I hoped very much that the putting
‘back of the money for the National Resources Planning Board would
g0 through in the conference and go through in the House, and they
are entirely agreeable to¢ doing s¢ on the simnle ground that that
is, we all consider, & wvery necessary pvart of the Office of the
Chief Hxecutiyve and would be for any Chief Executive.

Q@ Iir. President, I believe about two weeks ago you had a conference

with James D. liooney of General liotors Corporaticn,. who has just




i
s - . v % i S, 2
o bt G T e i bl il e e e s i e i St s i Ml B i . |t e s

.a-"'_ - : g —
i 623 -= 4
i o returned here from Germeny. Can you tell us anything? | e
'11‘ o~ 4 . I 'I:: rlc.\.
_f‘. : THE PRESIDENT: MNo. I see lots of people from'all over the world | =

= and don't comment on any of them. _
Q Did you discuss with Mr. Farley his entrance in the Presidential W ‘
Primery in Massachusetts? : | T
THE PRESIDENT: No, not that. ; —
@ Mr. President, can you tell us, please, about you:: two uunfarenuas

yesterday with the Pennsylvania Democratic leaders?

THE FRESIDENT: They just tcld me & lot of things. I didn't tell them
anything. (Laughter)

Q Well, the last one, the one with Messrs. Boland (Representative Pat

Boland), Berd (Guy Bard) and others, that espparently was shrouded

in secrecy?
. THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't think so.

§ Well, they came in the side door and went out either the side or
back doors?

THE PRESIDENT: They must have had some reason for it.

Q They were not on your celling list so apparently the White House
has some responsibility?

THE PRESIDENT: It was down on my list here.

Q@ It was not outside.

THE PRESIDENT: Wasn't it?

Q Did Ambasgsador Kennedy show you the statement he said he was going
to issue tonight regarding his candidacy or becoming a candidate?

THE PRESIDENT: I never heard of 11:'; he didn't mention it.

Q The Senate B&nking- and Currency Committee this morning decided to

‘ postpone action on the Townsend Resolution, which may put an end




to the_puruhnna of foreign ailvnr until they can ascertain the

Administration attitude on thet question. Would you care to
tell us, sir, what your attitude 1is?.

THE mmmT: No, I think you will have to wait until we look into
it a-iittla'furthar, when the Secretary (Secretary Morgenthau)
gete back ;n about ten days.

Q@ Were there any other items in addition to the National Resources
Board that you discussed with Cliff Voodrum and Lindsay Warren
that you would like to add to t-hat' statement of yours? .

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so. We talked about the Navel Appro-
priation Bill which apparently has had eut out of it the laying
down of two new battleships, an_r.i I personally -- I told them I
hoped the Senate would put baek the laying down of two new
battleships.

& The Senate or the House?

THE PRESIDENT: The Senete -- oh, it would come up in the House but
I am talking about the Committee amection.

Q The bill is before the House now?

THE PRESIDENT: The bill is before the House now. I do not know if
they ere going to meke an attempt to put it back in the House.

& I thought ma:,r'n.e I.srt::-u meant the Fouse?

THE PRESIDENT: I was going on the assumption that no effort would be
made in the Huus:e.

Q@ Are you'going to take any ection whetever with respect to the
slate of delegates put in in V/isconsin and in Tllinois in your

qbahalf?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know a thing about it.
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Q Have you come to any nearer news on the intra-Departmental Message

and Orders?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I should say there would not be anything on it un-
t11, oh, about the tenth or fifteenth of March.

Q@ Is that "inter" or "intran?

THE PRESIDENT: "Inter™ or "intra," either one -- both.

Q@ Mr. President, would :,rnﬁ cere to corment on the encouragement of
the teaching of democracy in the schools of our country today?

THE FRESIDERT: Gosh!

Q@ I am from Chicago (The Chicago Times); perhaps I should not have
asked the question. I

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we get lots of good questions from Chicago. It
seemed to get me off balance and completely cold.

& You are never cold, not in Ghiéagn ENYWEY .

e have to meet the challenge of Naziism in Germany and
Stalinism in Russia. In other words, would you consider en-
couraging the move to really foster the study of demoeracy

- from the very beginning in all our schools in this country?

THE PRESIDENT: Let me put it in an even broader way and beyond (at
this point the Press were laughing and eppleuding the reporter
for the Chicago Times) and beyond schools.

§ Yes, sir. }

THE PRESIDENT: In other words, for graduates, like you &nd me.

& You are; I em not.

THE PHESIDENT: Yes, you are. The way I would put it is this: that
I honestly -believe thut demoerascy, &as & whole, ean best be en-

couraged by anlistiﬁg.fraedﬂm of the press but, in addition to
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that, freedom of :lnrnr_matioh .abnut whet goes on all over the
world and then, if people get every aidé of every story, it
will almost necessarily help the democratic processes, I think
freedom of information is jpst as essential as freedom of the
press so as to give the honest, factual news about any old sub-
Ject that people are interested in, no matter what the origin
of the subject or pleace of the subject. And fh&t, of course,
should be carried all tha‘way down into thélcurricula of schools

Q Would you care to supplement the praise that the .press is giving
Justice Black for his defense of civil liberties yesterday?

THE PRESIDEKNT: What was that?

@ That Florida case.

& Unanimous decision.

THE PRESIDENT: If I were, I would put in a general dig that some of
the Press should not give & little praise but also a modicum of
‘apology for things they have said in the last two years. 1Is
that fair?

& That 1s what I was thinking.

@ Do you expect to see Green (President of the /merican Federation
of Labor) and Lewis (C. I. 0.) on your return from the trip?

TEE FPRESIDENT: I do not kmow; I supposs so.

€& Will you not see lir. Welles before he goes?

THE PRESIDENT: I was going to see Sumnsr.today but he is in bed with
8 touch of the flu and I hope to see him tomorrow morning hafufa
I go.

Q@ Any developments in the disposal of surpluses -- in your plens for

the disposal of surpluses you spoke of last week?

=T




THE PRESIDENT: Agricultural surpluses?

Q The laid up fleet, shoes, guns?

THE PRESIDENT: No. =

Q@ Anything to be said about your talk with Ambassador Bullitt?

THE PRESIDENT: No, just talked over all kinds of things. T talked
to Joe Kennedy today and Sumner Welles -- whet was 1t? -- three

days ago and I em telking, I think, with the Secretary of State

this afternoon.

Q@ With all those conversations, there should ba_? lot of situations
talked over?

THE FRESIDENT: All kinds of situstions.

& Can ycu tell us anything about the things you talked with Kennedy
about?

THE FPRESIDENT: Oh, just the general world situation.

Q@ Is there any particular resson for tﬁé vehemence with which the
White House denied there would be a joint conference with Mr,
Welles and Kennedy and Bullitt?

THE PRESIDENT: No, except that it was a fake story, that is all.

4 DBeyond suggesting & conference for labor peace, do you have any
blueprint in your mind on how it could be done?

THE PRESIDENT: No; no. I have got very little on my mind.

4 Ir. President, was the settlement between the Gclomhian Government
aﬁd the foreign bondholders brought to your eattention?

'THE FRESIDENT: Only in genersl, that the thing is getting on very
well. |

% Do you wish to comment further?

THE FRESIDENT: The last I heard was about four or five days ago, that



the bondholders' committee had not been !“-_:!,ﬁh-li?:huard from but
was expsoted to go along with the propossl. Did they do ib®

Q@ ILast night there was &n announcement there had been & temporary
settlement.

THE PRESIDENT: " That is grand; that is a definite step in the right
ﬂiraétion.

VR. GODWIN: Thank you, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: Vell, I hope you all have & good time.

@ The same to you.

Q@ Don't catch too many fish.




CONFIDENTTIAL

Press Conference #624,

On Board the Presidential Special Train,
Immediately following arrival at Pensacola, Florida.
February 15, 1940, 11,00 A. M.

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning, how are the boys? Did you have a good night?

Q Partly. Good morning, sir.

THE FRESIDENT: We had RoaaﬁﬁnIntira glve orders strictly in the family last
night that Fox was to go around and give out solution of rhospho=soda
this morning, before they got up, in order to be prepared to go on board
ship. Well, I don't know what kind of news I can give you.

Q@ I am asbout to ask you a question. You had better do it now, After we get
on board there won't be any news. I got a telegram from New York saying
you migh’i be contacting French, British or Italian people some time during
the course of this eruise.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I can comment,

Q You mean that that shuts of f any further questions?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I cen comment on it.

Q It might be construed as meaning there were possibilities, if you can't
comment. It's a rather tricky situation and we thought we were going to
get an awful kick in the pants, Please give us en honest count on this,

will you? I think I em the fall guy all the way around. Is there any-

thing you can tell us about the eruise itself? Anything you cen possibly

tell us?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't believe I can. It may be safe to sssume, as it so often

happens, that you combine business with vacation or vacation with business.
I don't think I can say any more than that,
Q WMr. President, is it possible that you may be touching some Gulf port in

Tour or five days where we might see you again?
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, of course, if we do I would see you, and if not you can

range alongside and I could wave to you and find out if you are all right.
We can talk by radio, not all the time but most of the time. I don't
mean radio, but blinker,

Q@ You don't know in Edmua what ports yhru are gn:lng to?

THE FRESIDENT: I couldn't comment on ‘15.']-:31:.

Q@ Is it possible '-td;f!.ﬂt your cruise may extend down into the Caribbean?

THE PRESIDENT: Someone had it all figured out, Tommy Qualters, that he had
heard it whispered around that we were going first to the Andaman Islands,
and then to the Celebes, and after that we would stop at the South Shet-
lands on the way back, and I told Tommy he could, and one paper carried
the story this morning that we were going to the Cheruble Islands. I
would suggest on the last one that you probably won't find them in an

‘ Atlas, They were discovered by a famous old navigator, Edward Lear,
about 100 years ago.

Q When you say it might be safe to assume the trip would combine vecation and
business, can you amplify this?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Can you tell us whether there will be more than routine news a.r meil?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I can't tell you that.

| Q Are there any particular points which cover the situation and if you can,
tell us?
THE PRESIDENT: I cen't tell you that.
Q It's going to be a good mystery novel, Lir. President. Mr. President, will
you have & chance to inspect the Neutrality Patrol on this ecruise?
THE PRESIDENT: I couldn't comment on that because obviously you will be
‘ finding out something about points of the compass.

Q By the way, it has been just about six monthe since that patrol was estab-

£




lished, Would you care to comment on that?
THE PEESIﬁEHm: It is doing, I think, exceedingly well -~ very well., Well, I
will put 1t this way. That while there has been a big and a serious war
raging, there has been mighty little of it around the shores of the '
Americas, besides which we are learning an awful lot from it. .It is very,
very helpful.
Q@ Could you tell us in a general way what?
THE PRESIDENT: I think if you went to write the story I would put it.Fhis way,

because everybody in the Navy agrees on two points. First, it took us

longer to put the reserve ships into commission than we expected, and

that is ﬁ very important thing to know beforehand. We thought it would

be possible to put reserve destroyers into commission a great deal quicker
than we were actually able to do it. Vie learned very valuable lessons

on that and then I would put the second lesson as the coordination betwsen

the lighter surface craft, like destroyers, and the patrol plenes, in
duties inithe air and of the work with the lighter surface craft and for
patrol purposes. Dan, don't you think those are the two important things,
end the areas of ocean which can be patrolled?

CAPTAIN CALLAGHAN: Yes, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: Because there has never been an attempt before this to put any
gubatnntial patrol over any area anything this big, what we are patrolling
today.

Q The point of view of lessons of national defense?

THE FRESIDENT: Don't overlook the fact it kept things pretty peaceful over on
this side.

Q Is there anything you can say, Mr. President, ebout British blockade
authorities foreing American ships into belligerent waters?

THE PRESIDINT: Nothing besides what you have all had from the State Department.




Q Are you going to do emy fishing on this trip?

THE PRESIDENT: Maybe, sporadically, as we do. Sometimes we do and sometimes

we don't.
Q 1Is there anything you cen tell us about where the trip will end, or when?
THE PRESIDENT: I don't kmow, I wish I could help you more. I feel pretty
badly about Lit, but I can't help.
Q Happy sailing, Mr. President. Goodbye, lr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Goodbye.




Press Conference #625,

On board U.S.8. TUSCALOOSA,

February 19, 1940, 1.00 P.M.

THE PRESIDENT: This is a highly confidentiel discussion of Pan-American
defense on the theory that defense of the Panama Canal is of Pan-
Americen and not maral;r United States interest, and therefore an
attack on the Canal would be an attack sgainet all American Re-
publics and not only the United States. In the same way, defense
of the Cenal would be a matter of Pan-American defense end not merely
United States. In other words, that is really the development of
the past few years of new Pan-American relations. The second point
18 that the defense of the Canal falls into two parts: -one is the
old pruhIE; of defense when we first built the Canal thirty years
ago. At that fimﬂ the danger to the Canal was from an attack by
a fleet, followed by an expeditionary force, on either the Pansma
side or the Colon side. That was ada‘quately taken care of by the
construction of heavy coast fortifications, together with a com-
paratively small mobile army sgainst asttempts to land. Within the
past few years the problem has been greatly expanded. The first
defense problem is adequately taken care of by existing fortifi-
cations and mobile troops. The second problem is primarilf an air
problem, that is, the new one.

This second problem feslls into two parts: first, the immediate
defense of tﬁe Canal itself, which means plenes and antiaircraft
gons wishin the Zome, That 18 Lelng built op 1n = satisfectory

way. The (b) part of the new problem is to discover the enemy be-

fore he gets there, and therefore, because of the increased range
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of modern planes, means outlying listening posts to a very great
distance from the Zone itself. The modern seaplane has an ef-
fective range of 600 miles out and 600 miles back, for patrol

purposes, but because of the speed of modern attack planes it is

necessary to base the patrol at a substantial distence from the
8

Zone itself. Therefore, for the past faw-yearg, three or four
years, we have been examining potential temporary bases for sea-
plane patrols. That has meant on the Atlantic side, the examina-
tion of places with a good lee where a seaplane tender could base
and act as the mother ship for sesplenes, with a sufficient area
of water for them to take urf and land under normal conditions.,
On the Atlentic side it has meant an examination to the south and
east, actually into Colombian waters.

(The President explained to the newspapermen, by way of il-
lustration, the possibilities end adventages of the Corn Islands
off Nicarague, as an outlying temporary base.)

Note: 1In the following discussion, the President is from time to
time indicating on chart.

THE PRESIDENT: It means on the Pacific side sgain down to Colombian
watera and out here it means up to roughly the middle of Costa
Rica, and if you notice this chart you will see the reason we are
here. This morning we ran into Montijo Bay because coming out of

" here thie is across the Pacific end, that is, up toward California,
and we have to come around Cape Msla. That, of course, is an ex-
cellent place for seaplanes to land in at all times of the year.
Under the old treaties we have fights in the Gulf of Fonseca way

up here in Honduras. The point in this whole thing is that none




of this is really a matter of treaty because in time of peace we .

are not going to do anything about it except to know everything

there is to know about it.
We are going on tonight -- because of one perfectly obvious
thing which we don't talk about -- we are going over to Cocos.

Q@ To Cocos?

THE PRESIDENT: You will see why, outside of fishing. There is Cocos,
just a dot on the map. When you cirele from there, see wh;t a
patrol plane can do? It's 500 miles across from there to where
we are now. A patrﬂl'plana, if it can be based on Cocos, has got
this perfectly enormous sweep of 500 miles. You can see this and
see what it does. Away out to sea, and covering this whole area
down to here, snd away eround here to a point where a patrol from
here will more then cover it. They will meet. You get the whole

thing actually covered if you can do snything in the way of patrol

planes out of Cocos. It really is a strategic place except that
physically it is one of the most difficult places to use as a base,

as you will see.

Q Are the islands large enough to form a good lee?

THE FRESIDENT: No, that's the trouble, Thaf'a the whole problem, We
will probably do some actual surveying there tomorrow, esnd with
sounding rods. The soundings are pretty old end fairly sketchy,
except in Chathem Bay, so really it's an effort to consolidate
our continental defense thinking and planning.

Q Mr. President, you mean that because of what you are looking over
you don't want us to mention any points at all?

THE PRESIDENT: No, and that's why I had to say we comblned business
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On the way back I will have the Army, Navy and

with pleasure.

Air people in the cabin and on the way through the Canal we will

have a general confab on the whole thing. Cocos would be in the

same category as some of these other bases. The only thing the
Army bas got, out of the Zone, is 80 miles away.up in here,

. That's right up in there end they found this beautiful sort of
prairie, wild, wide, prairie lands. Then, of course, it is prob-
able that farther up, somewhere up in here, near the border, they
will be able to get enough landplane bases up in there over on
the Costa Rican side. The international problem really does not
arise because everybody is tickled to death to recognize it as
one of mutual defense, with practically nothing being dome in
peace time, just getting it fixed up so we can use it.

. Q@ That place that I called La Ventor, .I think that is a real estate
name., It has a beach comparable to Atlantic City. The Army has
an airfield right off of this beach which is a huge field, because
General Brett flew & bomber up there the day that we were up there.

GENERAL WATSON: I don't really know.

Q@ And they were thinking of putting up quarters along that beech for

the morsle of the troope in the Zone,

THE PRESIDENT: It can't be far away.

Q¢ Eighty miles,

THE PRESIDENT: This place they were talking to me mbout yesterday was

1500 feet high. It must be another one.
So you see the problem. The only thing I ecan think of to
say in your dispatches is that we are in the Pacific Ocean con-

ducting a study of Cesnal Zone and Centrsl American defense on the
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~ Pacifioc side, with speciel relation to distant defense, rather
than immediate defense of the Canal, and that we are combining
business with pleasure, fishing on the side, having already been,
the first day, in several different localities, and from there I
don't know whafe you go. Because you see the trouble is, once
we start to talk about where we go, we give the whole thing away.

You see how importent this area is here, because it's a beautiful

lee and yet in a straight line from here to the Canal it's very

short., It's longer around by water and e comparatively short
distance by air. It's only 140 miles by airline and that's why
this whole area is of real 'interest on the continental defense
end.

Q@ When you speak of distant rather than immediste defense; you mean
distance rather than time?

THE FRESIDENT: Distance from the Canal. I think you had better call
it Centrsl American waters because that's what they afa, but with-
out mentioning any of the countries, because the national end of
it really isn't involved. The whole policy of hemisphere defense
affects eauh.uf the independent republice just as much as it does
the United States.

By the way, now that the cat's out of the bag, the Cheruble
Isles are found in Edward Lear's Book of Nonsense.

Q@ Mr. President, can you say how long this is likely to last?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know th. It depends on how things go in Wash-
ington.

Q@ First of the month?

THE PRESIDENT: Probably before that. Around the first of the month,




if everything is all quiet.
Q Are you planning to make a tour of the Pacific end of the defenses?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

,g The Panamanian President asked me about Panamsnians working ﬁn the
Canal.

THE PRESIDENT: Can't say anything about it. It's in the hands of the
War Department and State Department and several committees of Con-
gress.

Q You had some message at one time?

THE PRESIDENT: There have been three or four bills backed by the Amer-
ican Pederation of Labor. Don't use it because I.um.nnt certain
of the facts. TFederation wants perfectly straight American em-
ployment on the third set of locks. As you know, Americans are
all right for supervisory work but they cannot do backbreaking
shovel work in the sun. Under the treaty with Panams we are ob-
ligated to give Panemeniens equalehanea with Americans on super-
visory work and actuslly there are so few of them who can do that
work, that it's a drop in the bucket compared to the total. We
have to live up to the treaty in spite of any Act of Congress.
Treaty supersedes any Act of Congress. This day labor -- Panama
does not went a large influx of Jamaica Negroes, who are the best
workers. They want to improve the percentage of white blood in
their population.

Q H{. President, is there anything you cen .tell us sbout the inspection

yesterday?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing, except they are doing awfully good work and

-

considering the difference in defense between the first time I
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wes here in 1934, and today, which was only five and a half years
later, we have more than doubled the effective defensive strength
of the Canal, aﬁd the work is proceeding according to schedule.
That's about all you cen say. And then on the third set of locks,
I think we have & 15 million dollar estimate in the bill, isn't
that right? |

GENERAL WATSON: I am not sure.

Q In the pending Army bill?

THE PRESIﬁﬁNT: 15 million dollars, approximately, to get the work
started.

GENERAL WATSON: The authorization is a big figure.

THE PRESIDENT: The authorization has been made for the whole project.

Q The third set of locks is very much needed?

THE PRESIDEHT: Very much needed.

Q There is a great deal of comment about your meeting with President
Boyd on your return.

THE PRESIDENT: I will have President Boyd on board just like I did

with President Arosemena and President Arias.
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Prese Conference #626,

On board U.S.8. TUSCALOOSA,
Gatun Locks, Canal Zone,

February 27, 1940.

THE PRESIDENT: As a general proposition there is practically nothing - -

Q. The long-range program mesns more planaé and more guns. Do you have

THE PRESIDENT: I think the first thing to do is to finish the present

Q In your illustration of the concentric circles, would that be inter-

THE PRESIDENT: Of course.

fu;khﬁrlon thé Pacific side, but on the Atlantic side there is a
further outer line of defense which, however, is defense not énly
for the Canal but also for the southern United Stetes, which is
based on Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. While Puerto Rico
and the Virgin Islands are primarily for defense of the G;nal they
are equally for defense of the southern half of the United States
on the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico, Both of these defense problems
involve perfect teamwork between the Army and the Navy, and that's
why these conferences we have been having uré of definite value

go a8 to prevent any duplication or overlapping of the work.
any ldea how many?

program, and on plenes and antisireraft guns, we have only got
about, delivered, half of the totel that have been either recom-
mended by the Joint ﬁnard or actually authorized, and as 1 re-
member 1t, about the same situation on planes. About half of them

have been either appropriated for or asuthorized. s

preted to mean that any defense plan for the Canal would envisage

upafﬁtions within or above these circles?




Q That's the eritical defense zone in the Canal?

THE PRESIDENT: When you get to the 200 mile circle you get into Costa

Rica or Colombia, end the point thet Dr. Boyd made that the Canal
is just as important to all of them as it is to the United States
or Panama itself.

Q We have a quote from Dr. Boyd to that effect. He said, "We are all
in the same baatl Latin America must cooperate with the Uniteﬁ
Statau in defense of the Canmal because we would all suffer equally."
When are we 'goiné to find out where we are headed for?

THE fREsmmu': Thursday.

Q Does your plan for the trip north envisage any stop?

THE PRESIDENT: We haven't sent any word to Washington yet.

Q Your first engagement is March fourth?

THE PRESIDM: In the morning, I think, we have the usual services,
but I haven't heard.

§ And then the Cabinet Dinner that night?

THE PRESIDENT: Monday night.

@ Your seventh anniversary.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. -

Q Do you plan anything else for that day?

. THE PRESIDENT: Work and lots of mail.

Iq Are you planning any statements?

THE PRESIDENT: No, signing mail. Press conference on Tuesday. I
will be in a grand position because I will ha?EIJUBt landed and
won't know anything yet.

Q Mr. President, to go away from this trip itself, have you heard any-

i

thing from Mr. Welles?
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THE PRESIDENT: No, the usual Stete Department bulletins.

Q The bulletin from Mr. Welles refers to a signed message by you.

THE PRESIDENT: Personal notes, personal and unofficial.
Q And there are being presented similar notes to all capitals?
THE PRESIDENT: I don't know.

Q We had the most interesting bit of news by way of George Durmo.

Doris Fleeson went to Europe at the last minute.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think it's proper. Is Doris going to follow
Sumner all over Europe?

Q@ As far as Pai‘is, I think.

THE PRESIDENT: If you want Itu get loose from the Press don't tell
anybody where you are going and when you are going. Tell them
about two hours beforehand, because I am morally certain that no
representative of the Press can possibly get on the seme train
with you. They are going to be terribly bothered because the one
very distinet directive that Sumner hass is not to talk. I don't
think Sumner will say a single word to anybody.

Q There will be leaks from the foreign offices in the various capitals.

THE PRESIDENT: There will be in France. You can't tell the French
any‘?hing confidential.

Q@ There is no domestic news?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing.

€ Anything about the income tax payments in the District?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't had a bill the whole trip.




CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #5627,
On board train en route Pensacola to Washington,
March 2, 1940, 11.30 A.M.

Q Mr. President, for the benefit of those who were not along, tell
us a little bit more ;hoﬁt this long-range defense system of the
Canal, particularly does it contamplat; the aequisition of any
new territory for naval use?

" THE ?RESIDEHT: I well expected that perfectly natural question and it
is one that can be answered by not only a negative but a very firm
negative. I won't go into what we three talked about. (The refer- )
ence ig to Mr, Durno, Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Cornell). The final
theory for the defense of the Cansl proper is that with modern
aireraft, bombing plenes can fly approximately up to 600 miles and

‘ it is perfectly -- even a layman would understand that it is better
poliey to know about their take-off and try to get them on the way
in than to wait until they get to the objective. It is primarily
patrols, eand it is much easier to run patrols if you can base
patrols out near the edge of that circle than having to make the

flight from the zone itself. They can stay out longer and cover

P

| more territory. That doesn't mean that in time of peace there
would be eny need for or wish to acquire sovereignty over any ter-

" pitory which the United States does not own now. In other words, ,

people who jump to that conclusion haven't fhgught things through.
' The obvious reason is that with present relations between ‘all
American republics, an attack on the Cenal ie a threat involving
all American republics, therefore it is a matter of common defense.

Q Wouldn't it imply at least an,informal understanding that such ter-

L




ritory could be used in time of war?

THE PRESIDENT: It is not necessary, The whole thing has been imple-
mented by the Lima Agreement and by the Panama Agreement. Nothing
further necessary. In other uarda; there is a complete understand-
1ng.* It already exists.

Q Do the facilities exist?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, in great part.

Q Mr. President, do you propose to do anything about the action of
the :Elnuse‘in cutting out the Panama appropriations?

THE PRESIDENT: I can't say anything about it until I find out what
happened. You see it was authorized by the Congress last year and
a great deal of the preliminary work has already been done, which
is apparently not known in Washington. Just for example, you
weren't along with me on the motor trip the last day. We saw two
construction camp sites actually being cleared so the contractors
would have a place to locate their camps as soon as they got the
contracts.,

Q Patterson talked about Niearagua for an alt-r;:lmate canal.,

THE PRESIDENT: That was pretty well threshed out in the past, Great
deal Io:l' money, and & third set of locks would give the required
security and also teke care of the expected additional tonnage which
would use the Canal for a great many years to come if and when
peace in the world is succeeded by increased commerce, we all hope.

Q I think the House Committee in knocking out that fund for the final

third set of locks thought the Army was going shead too fast.

THE PRESIDENT: The simple answer to that is Congress has complete

authority to defer construction for a year but it should not be
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o camouflaged under any statement that they are going ahead too fast.

The responsibility should rest squarely on the shoulders of Con-
gress for delaying construction for a whole year. Plans are suf-
ﬁuian"cly far advanced tozhagm construction this spring. I a'lnul
noted that Senator Adams of Colorado was quoted as saying that he
was in favor of building a canal from the East Coast to the Pacific
Coast, and a tunnel across the un;ttinent, in the press this morn-
ing.

Q@ What papers was that in this morning?

THE PRESIDENT: It came from New York to San Francisco.

@ Through Gé}laradu?

THE PRESIDENT: TYes.

G Does that go by way of the Cheruble Islanda?

_. THE PRESIDENT: No comment on that.

@ Did you also note stories in the paper sbout submarining of British
freighter?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I will have to wait until I get_ back.

Q@ (Asked the Praaidant-to comment on Mr. Welles).

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing can be said about Mr. Welles until we get back.

_i Q Welles stayed in his stateroom all the way over.
THE PRESIDENT: Off the record, he was probably trying to avoid Doris.
Q Mr. President, while you were aﬁ]r there was a story printed that
you would ask the Congressional leaders, stating that you hoped
Congress would be out by the fiﬂeu;.th. of May.,
THE PRESIDENT: We hadn'ttalked about it at all.
Q There have been reports of a trip to the West Coast. You may go?

‘ THE PRESIDENT: Yes. The only thing is that I promised San Francisco

¢ &




I would go there last summer and they are opening again this year
and I am going to try to fulfill that promise this summer.
Q What time does the fog begin to get bad in the Inside Passage to

Alaska?
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THE PRESIDENT: As I remember it they told us that it was all right from

the fifteenth of May to the fifteenth of August.

Q Do you still hope to go up there?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. Haven't tdlked about it.

Q Will we meke the Warm Springs trip?

THE PRESIDENT: I hope so. Last year, you know, we didn't go until
around the first of April, for a week, and it was a lot better
than previous years when we went in March. If I go it will be
around the first of April, for a week.

Q@ I was going to ask a question about politics but I don't think I
will.

THE PRESIDENT: I wouldn't. (Laughter) TFelix, your paper doesn't
want stories like that. It's an independent paper.

Q I will have to defer a little bit there.

The weight of the world is off the record, the famous con-

ference room.
P

— o

A lot of strong men in the Ivory Tower.

It's like this all the time -- think of our reapunsiﬂility

to humanity.

Six Democratic Senators are sponsoring a bill to restore the

Farm Credit Administration.
THE PRESIDENT: I don't know what has happened on that. I think it

gtill has an independent status.




Q@ They plan to restore it to teke it away from the Department of Agri-

culture.

THE PRESIDENT: All the difference in the world between taking it away
from the Department of Agriculture and giving it independent status,
essentially, because it has an independent status.

I don't think there is anything else before Sunday. I unn't
tell what there will be. Probably will sign that bill (Export-
Import Bill), if it comee, after we get there. Whatever will be
there, ask him (Stephen Early) if there is anything that he has on
his chest outside of this bill because there might be something
that I don't know sbout. Run around to the White House. It would
be safe. |

@ Do you contemplate any March fourth stetement?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

@ That will meke Dave Lawrence mad.

THE PRESIDENT: Pass the tip to Dave that the first of April is good.




CONFIDENTTIAL

Press Conference #628,

Executive Offices of the White House,

March 5, 1940, 4.09 P.M,

THE PRESIDENT: Well, how goes fifty fathoms today?

Q@ Very well.

€ How many fish did you cateh?

THE PRESIDENT: Damned few, too few even to count.

9 (Referring to the Pensacols newspaper which the President had in
front of him) Local pride coming to the fore in Pensacola?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q@ They wanted you to come in on the cruiser instead of the destroyer?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Well, who wrote that story?

Q@ It ie anleditorial.

THE PRESIDENT: It is en A.P. story, by gosh. You saw it, didn't you?

& What is it about?

THE PRESIDENI': A certsin gentleman representing the Associated Press
cast "asparagus" on the depth of water in Pensacola Harbor by say-
ing it was too shallow for us to get up to the dock. The Pensa-
cola paper taxes the Assoeimted Press to task.

& And the U.P. recoups.

§ The ﬁ.P.'oughtmfokgnnw what deep water is, - !

THL PRESIDENT: As a matter of fact, the story was all right. They
couldn't set up to the dock, which was perfeetly true. It was f
the fault of the llavy and not Pensacola Harbor. Thet is a beau-
tiful harbor. |

biR. DONALDSON: All in,

THE PRESIDENT: I think probably I gave all the news there was to the
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gentlemen who auuumpaﬁiad me on the trip. I meant to bring nith
me a copy of Edward Lear's book of nonsense verses to read it to
you all today, about the owl and the pussycat and the Iumhl;us,
but I forgot it -- I'll have it Friday -- all about the Cheruble
Isles and the other places we visited and had & very nice cruise.
Ve had a few narrow escapes,

Q Submarine? (Leughter)

4 Did you go to the Isle of Lonely Women? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: No. Ask the accompanying Press; it is all right.
Thenk God, they all gnt.ba.-:.':k safely. - .

Q@ Mr. President, the Hbuaelﬂppropriatiﬁns Committee seems to be against
further appropriations for the Antarectic Lxpedition. Do wyou care
to comment on that? Their view seems to be thet they did not
understand that it was to be a continuing expedition?

THE PRRSIDENT: Well, I thought it was going to be and I thought every-
body knew it was going'ta be. There was never any mystery about
it. Ve certainly sll talked about it here at the time.

@ Mr. President --

THE PRESIDENI': (interposing) Of course it would save an awful lot
of money by making it a continuing expedition, even if it is only
for three or four years, than if you send down sn occasional sep-
arate expedition thet stays only for one winter.

« kr. President, what is your preference between Senator Gurfey and
Walter A. Jones in the Pennsylvenia Primary? (Laughter)

.THL FRESIDENT: I told the boys on Saturdey last thﬂltthﬂ fuilnwing

Tuesday, which is today, I would have so recently returned thet

I would not kmow anything. Now it is your turn (indicating the




reporter whose questioﬁ he had interrupted).

@ Mr. President, your name hes been entered in the Pennsylvanias Pres-

idential Primary and will be on the ballot unless withdrawn in a

certain period, I think ten days. Uo you intend to let it remain?
THE PRESIDENT: I guess probably what I told the Press on Saturday still
holds. I am just back and don't know nothing. (Laughter)
k Would it be a presumption to recall your saying that you haﬁ can-
?asséq the Pennsylvania situation from A to Z with Jack Kelly and
had not arrived at any conclusion? It.seems everybody that has
filgd has come into the race and we Just wondered if &au had any
views on it?
THE PRESIDENT: The seme thing. I have not heard anything the last
two dayé. T am:awfully sorry that these very, very delightful
. series -- you can keep up with the series —-- but literslly it i=s
true, I am back s; recently I do not know what has happened.
& DBir. President, have you had a chance yet to read your biographer?
(Laughter)
THE PRESIDENT: Who did that to me?
§ Ernest Linﬂlay had a very interestine question and/;nswer eolumn
yvesterday on the front page of the Post (The Washington Post)
and I thought maybe you had seen that and could give us something?
THE fREEIDﬁNT:_ I have not seen that. The only thing I heard about
that wns thet I was talking, I think with Senator Byrnes, on the
telepnone and he asked me about it and advised me to read it be-
- cause everybody was kidding Cotton Fd Smith for having been the
Senator that told the story to Lindley. (Laughter)

‘ Q They shifted it tc Doughton today, I underatand?



THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q Shifted it to Doughton today.

Q Did you discuss that situetion with Mr. Smith? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I would have to follow the Senate Inﬁﬂﬁtigutiﬂg Com-

mittee on that.

Q MNr. President, I asked Mr. Doughton if he was the man and he sai&,
"] heve never said anything to anybody that‘wﬁuld-maka me respon-
sible for enything in thet story." And I said, "Is it true or
not?" And then he repeated that he was not responsible for lir.
Lindley's Efury.

Now, seriously -- (interrupted by leaughter) -- did you talk
to Bob Doughton about these matters of presidency, et cetera?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't believe so; I don't remember anything.

Q He (Representative Doughton) seems to be all upset about it.

THE PRESIDENT: I just talked to Jimmy Byrnes on tne telephone.

Q But Earl's (referring to Mr. Godwin) idea, is the story true or
not?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know becsuse I have not read it. Steve (Mr.
Early) told me that he was mentioning that we still believed in
freedom of the press and then I did read Harlan AMiller yesterday
morning where he quoted Thomas Jefferson on his four points, on
the four things that the press could print: news (trutns), pos-
sibilities, probabilities and lies (laughter), so I am just quot-
ing Harlan Miller now; it is all right, it is good.

@ In which category does this story fall? (Laughter)

< Q Have vou in mind aen&ing an ambassador to Berlin soon?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know anything about it, I have not thought

F
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about it. 3

Q Have you had any word thet they were to send Dieckhoff (former Am-
bassador from Germeny) back to this country?

THE, PRESIDENT: I have not heard a wnr&.

@ Can you tell us anything about your monetary gconference of yester-
day?

THE PRESIDENT: Only thet we discussed the advisebility gt this time
of refunding all of the notes and bonds that come due in June
and it was decided to refund the notes and not the bonds at this
time, That is slightly more than half of the total.

Q bir. President, could you tell us why that refunding operation was
made the subject of a special conference?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing, except that we have them right along. Lvery
time there is = bond issue comes up, & refunding issue, we do
the same thing. Nothing novel ﬁhnut it.

Q@ Can you tell us why you postponed the bonds?

THE, PRESIDENT: Because it was thought to be the best thing to do.

Q Can you tell us why the refunding will be put into another note
issue instesd of a bond isshe?

THE PHESIﬁENIi_'I suppose because it is the best thing to do. Every-
body recommended 1it.

¢ Last summer you asked Senstor Donshey to run for reelection out
there. On Sundey he said he was going to retire. Any thought
of asking him to reconsider or any thought --

PHl PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, I have not had a chance to sge him.
I expect to see him in the next week or ten deaye. 1 hope he will
run for reelection or for Governor because he is a %er? valuable

-y

a




public servant.

Q Wil_.l‘i is the situation on the St. Lawrence Waterway?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard a peep; I do not know.

Q@ Do you have any comment on the proposed amendment to the Hateh Act?

THE PREBIDENTE Well, I cannot veryv well unmmaﬁt beceuse I understand
that there are various bills up there and a series of amendments
to them but it has always seemed to me that if you are going to
apply the Hatch Act to one type of Federal employee who is paid
11151 whole salary out of Federal funds, that the same line of ar-
gument ought to apply to people who are pald part salary out of
Federal funds. I think that is about as far as I can go.

@ The local editors are worried sbout a couple of judgeships in the
Distriet of Columbia? ;

THE PRESIDENT: I have not had a chance to talk to Bob Jackson because
I think he is sick abed with the flu.

Q Will you tell us about your conference with Goss of the Farm Credit
Administration today?

ITHE PRESIDENT: We took up s number of very, very complex problems that

I wanted some enlighterment on and still do not entirely under-

stand, such as the question of normal valuations on farms. It is
a terriﬁly intricate thing and I would be efraid to go into it be-
cause I do not know enough sbout it.

Q@ Has he resigned yet?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Can you tell us now when Welles (Under Secretary Sumner Welles) will

be back (from Europe)?

" THE PRESIDENT: I have no idea.




Q@ Do you expect him, Goss, to resign?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. The Sacrafary of Agriculture and he
have talked that over and it is possible.

Q After your explanation to us on the train, there was a published
report that you had received direct assurances from Costa Rica,
Colombia and_Panamu whereby we could use tHeir lending fields when-
ever we wanted to.

THE PRESIDENT: éhat is & completely faked story. In faet, I did read
Yhat story (laughter) because it was somethinz we had been talking
about and aaing. I did not see anybody from Colombia; I did not
see anybody from Costa Rica and, as I made it perfectly elear on
the train, no egreements are necessary, and ecertainly sequisition
of additional territory is not only unnece353r? but would be a
silly thing to do. I see that legislation has been introduced to
that effect.

& lMr. President, there has been considerable eriticism in Coneress
regarding some of the guestione in the 1940 census. Do you have
anf.cémment to make on that issue? h

THE PRE?IDENT: No, I don't think so. I have been wondering just a

little bit as to whether on the issues thst have been raised any-

body in this room really has anything in particular they want to

hide. from the United States Government, I am not talking abig?

their neighbors, I am talking about the Government and the use
of thet information for stetistical purposes. I do not think I
have anything to hide and I do not think any of wyou have.

On the question, for example -- I believe there is a question,

"Have you ever been divorced?" well, perheps I would not want my
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neighbors to know thet under certain circumstences but I would not

mind telling the Federal Census taker. The Federal Government's

{nterest is not the least bit whether you have been divorced es
an individual. We would like to know, for perfectly obvious reasons,
the trend of -- the curve of marriage and divorce in the United
States., It is a rather important thing for the eountry to know.
praﬂy gives a rap about who the individuals are and, of course,
all census infarﬁ;;ion is confidential informetion. The seme thing
applies to income (tax) returns.

Q@ Is that divorce guestion a new question or has it been in the census?

THE PﬁEEfDEﬁI: Oh, the whole thing, of course, is an obviously politi-
ecal move and nothing else, literally. Everybody recognizes that.
Everybody here who is aceredited to the Congress knows thetv that
is the sole motive.

¢ Could vou be guoted on that?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

¢ lMr. President, you said you did not have anything to hide and while
you were away (laughter) Berryman hed a cartoon of you on the front
poreh (of the White House) with the census taker and he was asking
you if you hed a mortgege on this place. (Laughter)

TH: PRESIDENT: Pretty cute.

(@ Do you suppose thet census taker will divulge what you said as .an
answer? _

THE, PRESIDENT Ikmight tel# hiﬁ {f he was a zenuine census taker, just
to test nut'Governmant.aecracy. (Leughter)

4 lMir. President, can you tell how many pathtubs are in the White douse?

THE PRESILENT: Wwhat?
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. o Q Bathtubs? E ‘ : '.L-J
THl: PRESIDENT: I suppose it is down in the record somewhere. ft :;J
o Wr. President, the War Department ennounced the sale of ninety guns A

from surplus stocks to Brazil. Does that have your particular : “; N

approval or do you care to comment?

THE PRESIDEHT:“ Oh, that has been in tr%;n ever since the Chief of

Staff went dnwn there and we hed a returﬁ visit from the Brazilian
Chief of Staff. Brazil wented, felt that they were unduly wesk ..
in certain heavy artillery end these guns were old British model
guns that have got to be reconditioned and they do not fit in with
any of the rest of our own Army equipment., They have been working
on it now -- I think it was pretty nearly a yesr .ago thet the
Brazilian Chief of Staff was here, something like that. Uothing
. : out of the ordinary.

MR, CGODWIN: Thank you, kr. President.




grmnoa #629,

Executive Officea of the White House,

March 8, 1940, 10.50 A.M.

Q Good morning, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning.

Q Mr. Young (Mr. Russell Young) telephoned from Miemi last night. He
gald he was coming up.

THE PREEEHT I wish he would stay down until the weather gets better.

You are late, Mr. Godwin.

Q (Mr. Godwin) I was arranging matters for the dinner at which you
are our guest.

THE PRESIDENT: You kept the Press Conference waiting. (Laughter)
(Due to conferences at the White House, the President had held .
up the Press Conference for fifteen minutes.)

Q@ (Mr. Godwin) That is right. I led with my chin.

THE PRESIDENT: I did not hear you this morning. What did you get
off this morning?

Q- (Mr. Godwin) Just a general howl about taxea. Also Howard
Smith's (Representative Howard Smith) inability -- he stepped on
his (own) foot.

THE PRESIDENT: Did I hear the door close?

MR. DONAILDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: The only thing I know is that I can see the top of
Mark Sulliven's heaed for the first time in years. (Now) he
ducked and I cennot see it any more so go uhaa%? :

Q (Mr. Godwin) Comes up with the vernal aqﬁino:.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. (Laughter)




Q (Mr. Sullivan) I think it won't be long now, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: I :u.ku Earl's adjective, "vernal™; it is all right.
Meens awfully green, doesn't it? (Laughter)

I do not think I have got a thing this morning.

Q Mr. President, you talked with Chairnen Smith of that special
House Committee?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and there i1s no story in it because I merely
wanted to find out what happened in_m;v,r absence and what they were
going to do. |

Q Did you discuss his amendments?

THE FPRESIDENT: No.

Q@ Do you know anything about them?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q@ Is Sumner Welles teking any part in these Russo-Finnish negotiationa?

THE FRESIDENT: There is nothing to be said on that at all, one way or
the other.

Q Do you recall speaking to two Georgias Congressmen, }Ir. Ramspeck and
Mr, Cemp, who, I think, brought you the name of Lawrence Camp for
a District job? d -

THE PHEE.IDHIT Yes.

Q Anything you want to say on that?

THE PRESIDENT: I do mot thimk so. I think they told you about it. It
was signed by, I t:hink, -all the Congressmen and Dick Russell (Sen-
ator Russell).

Q@ Yes, I just wondered if you had -- |

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, I had not thought of it.

Q In uannauti'cn with that Welles question, London reports said today
A\




the United States might be asked to mediate in that Russo-

Finnish war. Is there anything on that?

THE PRESIDENT: The only thing I can say is that it is the kind of
thing, of course, that we cannot discuss except for your own in-
formation as there has been no such request made on pending
things of that kind. If there are negotiations going on, it is
the kind of thing which it is better not to discuaﬁ.

Q@ Mr. President, you received this new Minister from Australia; you

had & chat this week with him. Did he say anything about estab-

lishing relations with Australis, general --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Only that it is & continuation of a
discussion thaf has been going on for the last six or seven
years and whiéh I took up with the Australian Prime Minister
some years ago and several other Australian Ministers who have
been coming through Weshington, and both Australis has wanted
this to happen and we wanted it to happen anﬂfizwﬁaa happened
and we are very glad.

§ Can you tell us anything about your discussion with the new Min-
ister about problems in the Pacifie?

THE PRESIDENT: We did not discuss any problems; mostly reminiscences.

(There was a brief lull.)
Gosh, this sllence -- you could cut it with a knife.
Mi. GODWIN: Thank you, sir.
THE PRESIDENT: I really haven't any news at all.
Q Can you comment --
THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Somebody in the back row, go ahead.

Q@ == on Senator Wheeler's visit?




S 1 W P e 192 * -_:.',

¢ ‘ THE PRESIDENT: Oh, we talked about -- no reason I should not tell
you about thet -- we talked lﬁo-ut the transportation bill which
is in conference, and I told him I hoped very much that the
conferees would agree and put through & bill at this session.

Q Mr. President, can you tell us anything about tﬁéﬂregulntion of
water carriers?

THE PRESIDENT: If you go back to & speech I made away .‘halck in ;* I
don't know whet 1t was -- 1932, in Uteh, I think it was, Salt
lake City, you will find I recommended at that time that there
be & consolidation of Government regulation of all trﬂnspnl;‘b&—
tion. I think this bill, as I hope it will come out from the
conference committee, is a step toward that end.

@ Mr. President, did you discuss this wire tapping investigation

‘ with Semator Wheeler?

THE FPHESIDENT: What is that?

Q@ This Committee yesterday recommended a resolution which would
investigate a lot of snooping that has been going on.

THE PRESIDENT: I never heard of it.

Q Did he say what was holding up his conferees?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, Pete (Mr. Brandt), he spoke about a letter that
had been written while I wa; away by."tha Secretary of War, the
Secretary of Agriculture and the Chairmen of the Maritime Commis-
sion, about which I had not heard until he brought it in with him.
It 1s in yesterday ﬁorﬁing'.s;}iucurﬂ (The Congressional Record) and
I had not even hep:& of it. I told him that I thought those points of -
view related primerily to the individual -- to ttu_a authority of

‘ individual departments but that the greater good for the greater
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o ; number should control rﬂh& than any immediate interests of ..|T
the War Department or the Agricultural Depertment or the Maritime "?'r- .

Commission. ‘ 1
Q Did he agree with that? ; _ ;

2 THE PRESIDENT: Yes. ¥
Q Mr. President, in debating ean amendment to the Hateh Act yesterday, -

Senator Chavez said that although he realized the fact that you
f

had signed the Hatch Act, he felt he could state definitely that
your heart was not in 1t?

THE FRESIDENT: I feel reasonably na.rtain _that. Senator Chavez's heart
‘wag not in it and mine was. (Laughter)

ME. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President.

&
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