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CONJ'IDl!NTIAL 
Presa Conterenoe {;6?:J, 
Executive Offices of the White House , 
February 13 , 1940, ~.12 P .M. 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: Here is a s t ory of a lost letter and t herefore an 

erroneous record. I think I told you at the last Press Confer-

ence t hat I bad not had any letter from John L. Lewis, which was 

based on a search of our files, and we di d not find any: Yeater-

day we were told by the Depar tment or Labor t hat t hey had it and 

we have got it r i ght here, Bill (Mr, Hassett) can give you a copy 

of it . It is a letter of October fifteenth from San Francisco and 

Bi ll (Cr . Hassett) says, (reading) 

"I regret t o advise you that John L. Lewis," 

this is from Bill Hassett, 

"replied to your letter to him under date of 
October sixth . Under date of October nineteenth 
you referred the l etter t o the Department of 
Labor and this accounts for its absence from our 
files ." 

\'!ell, Bill will give you a copy of t he l etter , (Reading) 

"Certain of the underlying factors affect­
ing the question of further peace conferences 
would appear t o require additional clarification 
before such conferences are r esumed. Our Com­
mittee aces not possess any information which 
would lead to t he beli ef that conferences, if 
resumed at this time , would be fruitful." 

Which is subst antially what was r epeated to me , as I told you t he 

other day, by him verbally just before Christ~U~.s. 

Well, I t h ink that i s about all t here i s on t hat . 

Q I s t here anything further i n this peace s i tuation, !~ . Pr esident? 

TJl. PHSSIDENT: Vthat ? 
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Q AD;rthiDa turther? 

THE PRESIDINT: No; no. I got a memorand\1111 here -- another one --

the last ttme that that Joint Committee met, which was last 

spring, sometime 1n April, I haven •t got the uact date . 

"'t adjourned on the request of Mr. Lewis in 
or der to give htm more ttme to conclude negotia­
tions 'IIi th the coal operators and perform ol;her 
duties which he stated to the Committee were 
essential. 'llle meeting adjourned in all friend­
liness and with an agreement that it would meet again 
as soon as Mr . Lewis indicated that he was ready to 
continue." 

Q From whan is that memorandum? 

THE PRESIDmT: That was my memorandum. 

Q Based on information supplied? 

TBE PRESIDENT: Yes, what all the DIBI!lbers ot the Camnittee agreed on • 

And I think that is all or that. 

I a m going to leave, as I have been telling you all along, 

on my annual trfP • I am going to leave tomorrow and take a lit­

t l e trip of about ten days. I don't know definitely yet what 

port I am going tran. I am going to . get on a boat and that is 

why I am going to limit it to t he three Press Associations. I 

would like to have all two hundred ot you with me but we haven't 

got that many bunks and if I were even able to take the corre-

spondents of individual newspapers who have accompanied me to 

Hyde ~k and other places, there would still be a good many 

hurt feelings because others would l ike to take the trip as 

well, including J.iay (Mise Craig) and Dori s (Miss :P'leeson) and 

.So on, and ·it v1ould be extremely embarrassing tor the ~avy to 

.. 



• 

• 

62S- 3 

. . 
say that it cannot be done •. 

Q Mr . President, would you like to exchange good wiebee With Senator 

Guffey befor e you s o? 

TEE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q Exchange plugs or good wishe s? 
' 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard a nything about it. 

Q Political good wishes?. 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know what you a re talking about. 

Q. On his candidacy. Would you like to comment on Senator Guffey's 

'l 
candidacy? 

. 
THE PRJ!SIDENT: No anybody's candidacy . 

Q Getting back to John Lewis, do you want to comment on his proposal 

that they have a meeting on ¥Arch fifteenth? 

THE PRESID~lT: No. I just gave you the o-ld record. 

Q Can you tell us what you talked about with Representative Cliff 

Woodrum and Representative Lindsay Warren? They said you dis-

cussed budgetary matters. 

THE PilESI DENT: Just budgetary matters, tilat is all. 

Q Did you discuss the economy drive or the cuts already made? 

THE PRESIDENT : No . I told them I hoped very much that the putting 

'be.ck of the money for t he National Resources Planning Board would 

eo through in the conferenc'e and go t hrough in the House, a nd they 

e.re entirely agreeable to doing so on the simple ground the.t that 

is, we all consider, a very necessary part of t he Office of the 

Chief Executive and would be f or any Coief Executive • • 
Q l~r . President, I believe about two week s ago you he.d a conference 

with J ames D. L:ooni!Y or Genert!d Motors Corpor~?-tion,. who has just 
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returned here froo Cel'IllliiY. Can you tell us anything? 

THE PRESID~T: No. I sse lots of people from all over the world 

and don' t comment on any of thesn. 

Q Did you discuss with ~T . Farley his entrance i n the Presidential 

Pri.me.ry in !J:aseachusetts? 

THE PRESI~T: No , not that. 

Q Mr. President, can you tell us , please , about your two conferences 

yesterday with the Pennsylvania Democratic leaders? 

THE PRESIDENT: They just tol d me a lot of thi ngs. I didn ' t tell them 

anythi ng. (Laughter) 

Q Well , the lest one, t he one with Messrs. Boland (Represent ative Fat 

Boland ), Bard (Quy Bard) and others , tha t apparently was shrouded 

i n secrecy? 

THE PRESID!!:Jfl': No, I don 1 t think so. 

Q Well , they cBil'J:l in the side door and •tent out either the side or 

back doors? 

THE PRESil>]NT: They must have had some reason for it . 

Q They were not on your calling list so apparently the Vlhi te House 

has some responsi bility? 

Tl!E PRESID~T: I t was down on my list here. 

Q It was not outside . 

TID: PRESIDmT: Wasn't it? 

Q Did Ambassador Kennedy show you the statement he said he wee going 

to ieeue tonight regarding his candi dacy or becoming a candi date? 

TJ~ PRSSIDEN~ : I never heard of it; he di~ 't menti on it. 

Q The Se!llite Banking and Currency COl!l!!littee this morning decided to 

post pone action on t he Townsend Resolut ion, which may put an end 

• 
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to the purchase of foreign silver until t hey can ascertain the 

Admini stration a ttitude on t hat question. Would you car e t o 

tell us, sir, what your attitude is?. 

THE FP..ESID:El>.''T : No, I t h ink you will have to wait until we look into 

it a 1ittle turther, ·when the Secretary (Secretary Morgenthau) 

get s back i n about ten days . 

Q Vlere there a ny other items in addit i on to the National Resources 

Board that you d iscussed with Cliff \'!oodrum end Lindsay Warren 

that you would like to add to that statement of yours? 

THE PP..ESIDENT: I don •t t hi nk so . We t alked about t he Nevel Appro­

priation Bill which apparently has had cut out of i t the laying 

down of two new battleships, and I per sonally -- I told them I 

hoped the Senate would put back the layi ng down of two new 

ba ttleships. 

Q The Senate or the House? 

T!IE PRESIDENT : The Senate - - oh, it would come up in t he Rouse but 

I am talking about the Committee action . 

Q The bill is before the Rouse now? 

THE PHF.SIDENT : The bill is before the House now. I do not know i f 

they are going to make an attempt to put it back in the Souse . 

Q I thought maybe you meant the House? 

THE PR.ESID»IT: I was going on the assumption that no effort would be 

made in the House . 

Q Are you • going to take any acti on whatever wi th respect to the 

slate of del egates put i n in 111sconsin and in Illi nois in your 

behalf? 
""' 

THE F!USIDR;T: I do not know a thing about it . 
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Q. Have you come to any nearer news 011 the intra- Departmental l!eeeage 

and Order s? 

THE PRESIDDIT: No, I should say there would not be anythi ng on i t un-
, 

til, oh, about the tenth or fifteenth of Msroh . 

Q I s that " inter" or "intra"? 

THE PRESIDENT: "Inter" or "intra,~ either one -- both . 

Q. Mr. President, would you care to comment on the encouragement of 

the teaching of democracy in t~e school s of our count ry today? 

THE PRESIDE!-."T: Gosh I 

Q I am from Chicago (The Chi cago Times); perhaps I should not have 

asked the question. 

TFm PRESIDli2\!T: \'/ell, we get l ots of good questions from Chicago . It 

seemed to get me off balance and completely cold • 

Q You a re never cold, not i .n Chicago anyway. 

'.Is have to meet the challenge of Naziism in Germany and 

Stalinism in Russia . In other r.ords , would you consider en-

couraging the move to really foster the study of democracy 

from t he very beginning in all our schools in this country? 

THE PRESIDENT: Let me put it in an even broader way and beyond (at 

this point the Press were l aughing and applauding t~e reporter 

for the Chicago Times) and beyond schools . 

Q. Yes, sir . 

'i'HJ.i: PRESIDJllllT: In other words, 'for graduates , like you and me . 

Q You are; I em not. 

THE PHESID:ElliT: Yes , you are . The way I would put it is this: that 

I honestly -believe thut democracy, as a whole, can best be en-

oouraged by enlisting freedom of t he ~ress but, in addition to 

... 
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tbat , treedCIII ot information about what goes on all OTer the 

world and than, it people get every side ot every story, it 

' will almost necessarily help the democratic processes. I think 

treadom ot information is just as essential as freedom ot the 

preea so as to give the honest , tactual news about any old sub-

ject that people are interested in, no matter what the origin 

ot the subject or place ot the subject . And that, ot course, -. 
should be carried a l l t he way down into the curricula Of schools. 

~ Would you care to supplement the praise that the .press is giving 

Justice Black for his defense of civil liberties yesterday? 

THE PRESIDENT: Vnlflt was that? 

~ That Florida case. 

~ Unanimous decision. 

THE PRESIDENT : If I were, I would put in a general dig t hat some of 

t he Press should not give a little praise but also a modicum Of 

.apology for things t hey have said in the last two years. Is 

that tair? 

Q That is what I was thinking. 

Q Do you expect to see Green (President of the American Federation 

ot Labor) and Lewis (C. I. 0 . ) on your return from the trip? 

THE PRESIDENT : I do not know; I suppolf!r so • 

~ Will you not sse Mr . Welles before he goes? 

i'HE PRESIDENT: I was going to see Sumner todey but he is in bed with 

a touch or the flu and I hope to see him tomorrow morning before 
,. 

I go . 

Q. Any de..,elopmsnts in t he disposal ot surpluses -- in your plans tor 
.. 

the disposal of surpluses you spoke ot last week? 

\ 
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THE PRES IDEm': Agrioul t ural surpluses? 

Q The lai d up fleet , shoes, guns? 

THE PRESIDEI\'T: No . 

Q Anything to be said about. your talk with Ambassador BUllitt? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, just talked ~ver all kinds of things . I talked 

to Joe Kennedy today and Sumner V/elles -- what was it? -- tbree 

days ago and I am talking , I think, with the Secretary of State 

this a f ternoon. 

Q 'iii th all those conversations, there should be a lot or si tuat1ons . ' 
talked over? 

TEE PRESIDJlli!T: All kinds of situations . 

Q Can you tell us anything about the things you talked with Kennedy 

about? 

• T't!E PRESIDENT: Oh , just the general world situation. 

Q Is there any particular. reason for the vehemence with which the 

Ylhi te House denied there would be a joint conference with Hr . 

Welles and Kennedy and Bullitt? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, except t hat it was a fake story, that is all. 

Q Beyond suggesting a conference for labor peace, do you have any 

blueprint in your mind on how it could be done? 

THE PP.ESIDU.'T: lJo ; no. I have got very 11 ttle on my mind. 

Q. Mr . President·, was the settlement between the Colombian Government 

and the for eign bondholders brought to your attenti on? 
( 
'!'HE PRESIDENT: Only in general , that the thing is getting on very 

wen . 

Q Do you wish to comment further? 

THE PP.ESIDElll': The last I heard JI&.S about four or five days ago, that 

' 
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the bondholders ' committee had not been tiDally heard trom but 

was expected to go along with the propoeel . Did they do it? 

Q Last night there was an announcewent t here had been a t~Dporary 

settlement. 

THE PIDSIDENT: That is grand; that is a detinite step in the right 

direction. 

r.m . GODWIN: Thank you, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: V!ell , I hope you all have a g ood t1Jne . 

Q The same to you . 

Q Don •t Clitch too many t1 sh . 

.· 
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• CONFIIll!NTIAL 
Press Conference #624, 
On Board the Presidential Special Train, 
Immediatel:r following arrival at Pensacola, Florida, 
!'ebl'U81'7' 15, 1940 , 11. 00 A. M. ' 

'Im: PRESIDENT:' Good morning, h01r are the boys? Did 1011 blln a I!J)od night? 

Q. Partly. Good morniiJg, sir . 

mE PRESIDENT : We bad Ross !olclntire gin orders atrictl:y in the femil.y lalt 

night that Fox was to go around and give out soluti on or phospho-soda 

this morning, before they got up, i n order to be prepared to go on board 

ship . Well , I don't know what kind o:t news I can give you. 

~ I sm about to ask you a question. You bad better do it now. Attar we get 

on board there won't be 9.llY news. I got a telegram from New York saying 

you might be contacting French, British or Italian people some t i me during 

the crurse of this cruise, 

THE PRESIIlli:NT: I don't think I can colllll8nt, 

Q. You mean that that shuts aft any turt her questions? 

'lHE PRESIDmT: I don ' t think I can comment on it. 

Q. It miGht be construed as meaning there were possibilities , if you can'~ 

comment. It ' s a r ather tricky situation and we thought we were going to 

get an awtul kick in the pants. Please give us an honest count on t his, 

will you? I think I sm the fall guy all the way around. Is there any-

thing you can tell us about the cruise i tselt? Anything you can possibly 

tell us'? 

'lHE PRESIDENI': I don • t believe I can. It may be sare to assume, as 1 t so often 

happens, that you combine business with vacation or vacation with business . 

I don' t think I can say ailY more than that . 

Q. Mr. President, is it possi ble that you may be touching some Gulf port in 

four or five days where we might see you again? 
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'lBB PRESID11N1'1 Well, or oouree, it we do I woul4 see :you, aDd it DOt you 0811 

1'8Jl8e al.OI188ide ~d I ooul4 wan w you and tiDd out it you are all right . 

We 0811 talk by radio, not all the time but most ot the time. I don't 

me811 redio, but blillker-.! 

Q. You don't know in ~dT!llloe what ports you are going to? 

) 

'IHP: PRESIDENT: I couldn' t 0011111ent on ~hat. 

Q. Is it possible that your cruise may exteDd down inw the Caribbean? 

THE PRESIDENT: Someone had it all figured out , TODmlf Q.ualters, that he had 

heard it whispered aroUDd that we were going first to the ADdaman Islands, 

and then to the Celebes , 811d after that we would stop at the South Shet- · 

lands on t he way back, aDd I told Tommy "he could, a.Dd one paper carried 

the story this morning that we were going to the Cherubl e Islands . I 

would suggest on the last one t hat you probably won ' t find t hem in an 

Atlas. They were discovered b:y a famous old navigator , Edward Lear, 

about 100 years ago. 

Q. When you sey 1 t might be sate to assume the trip would combine vacation and 

business , can you amplify this? 

'lHE PIU!SID~: No. 

Q. Can you tell us whether there will be more than r outine news or mail? 

'mE PRESIDENT: No, I can' t tell Y:ou that . 

Q. Are there any particular points which cover the situation and i .f you can, 

tell us? 
'. 

1HE PIU!SIDENT: I C811 ' t tell you that, 

Q. It ' s going to be a good mystery novel, l.lr. President . Mr. President , will 

you have a chance to inspect t he Neutrality Patrol on this cruise? 

'IRE HrnliDEtlT : I couldn' t comment on t hat because obviously you will be 

finding out something about points of the compass. 

Q. By the way, it has been just about six mont hs since that patrol was estab-

• 
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U shed. Would you care to co11111ent on that? 

'lHE PR&SIDEm' : I t is doing, I thi nk , exceedingly well - - very well. Wel l , I 

will put it t his way. That while there bas been a bi g and a serious war 

r aging, there bas been mighty l1 ttle of it around the shores or the 

Americas , besides which we are learning an awtul lot from it. It is very , 

very helptul. 

Q. Could you tell us in a gen.eral way what? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: I think if you want to wri te the story I would put it .this way, 
' 

because everybody in the Navy agrees on two points. First , it took us 

longer to put the reserve ships into commission t han we expected , and 

that is a very important thing to know beforehand. VIe thought i t would 

be possible t o put reserve destroyers into commission a great deal quicker 

than we were actually able to do it . We learned very valuable lessons 

on that and then I would put the second lesson as the coordination between 

the lighter surface cratt, like destroyers , and the patrol planes, in 

duties in the air and or the work with the lighter surface craft and for 

patrol purposes. Dan, don't you ·think those are the two import ant things, 

and the areas of ocean which can be patrolled? 

CAPTAIN CALLA.GH.\N: Yes , s1 r . 

'IRE PHESIDENI' : Because there has never been an attempt before this to put any 

~bstantial patrol over any area _anything this big, what we are patrolling 

today. 

Q. The point of ~iew of lessons of national defense? 

THE PRESIDENT: Don' t overlook the fact it kept t hings pretty peaceful over on 

this side. 

Q. Is there anything you can say, Mr. President, about British blockade 

authorities forcing /unerican ships into belligerent waters? 

THE PIDSIDOO': Nothing besides what you bave all bad from the State Department • 

• 
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Q Are JOU going to do 11111 fishing on this trip? 

mE PRESIDJ!NT: Yqbe, sporadically, ae we do . SOmetimes we do aDd eomet1mes 

we don•t . 

Q Ie there ~bing you can tell us about where the trip will end, or wben? 

mE PRESillENT: I don ' t know. I wish I could help you more. I feel pretty 

badly about it , but I can't help. 

' ~ Ho.ppy sailing, Mr. President . Goodbye, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Goodbye. 

. . . 
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Pre sa COnference 162S , 
On board u.s.a. TUSOALOOBA, 
J'ebruary 19, 19.40, 1.00 P.ll. 

• • 

THE PRESIDERl': 'l'hia is a highly confidential diaouaai on of Pen-American 

defenee on the t heory that defense of the Paname Canal is of Pen-

American and not merely United States interest , and therefore an 

attack on the Canal would be an att ack against all .Amer ican Re-

publics and not only the United States . In the same way, defense 

ot the Canal would be a matter of Pan-American defense and not merely , 

United States. In other words, that is really the development of 

the past few :years of new Pan-American relations. The second point 

' is that the defense of the Canal falls i.nto two parts: .. one is the 

old problem of defense when we first built the Canal thirty years 

ago. At that time the danger to the canal was from an e,ttack by 

a fleet, followed by an expeditionary force , on either the Paneme 

side or the Colon side. That wae adequately taken care of by the 

construction or heavy coast fortifications, toge~her with a com-

paratively small JI'.C)bile army against ·attempts to land. Wit hin the . . 
past few years the problem has been greatly expanded. The first 

defense problem is adequately taken care of by existing forj;Ui-

catione and mobile troops, The second problem i s primarily an air 

problem, that is , the new one, 

Thi s second problem falls into two parts: first , the immediate 

detens~ of the Canal itself, which means planes and antiai r craft 
~;' 

guns within the Zone . That is ~ing built up in a satisfect ory 

way. The (b) part of the new pr oblem is t o diecover the enem,y be-

fore he gete t here, and therefore, because of the increased range 

. . 
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ot modern pl anee, meane out lying listening poet s to a_ ver,y great 

distance troa the Zone i t selt. The modern seaplane baa an ef­

f ective range ot 600 miles out and 600 miles back, tor pa~rol 

purposes, but because of the speed ot modern attack planes it is 

necessary to base the petro~~ et a substantial distance trom t he 

Zone itself. Therefore, tor the past few years, three or tour 

years, we bave been eX81111ning potential temporary bases tor see-

plane patrols . Tbat has meant on the Atlantic side, the e:mmina­

tion of places with a good lee where a seaplane tender could base 

and act as the mother ship tor seaplanes, with a sufficient area 

ot water tor them t o take ott and land under normal conditions. 

On the Atlantic side it has meant en exsminstion to the south and 

east, .actually into Colombian waters • 

(The President explained t o the newspapermen , by way of 11-

lustration, the possibilities and advantages ot the Corn Islands 

ott Nicaragua , as an outlying temporary bass. ) 

~: In the following discussion, the President is trom time to 

time indicating on chart. 

THE PRESIDENI': It means on the Pacific s i de egain down to Colombian 

waters and out here it means up to roughly the middle of Costa. 

Rica, end if you notice this chert you will see the raason we a.re 

here . This morning we ran into Montijo Bay because coming out ot 

here this is across the Pa~ific end, that is, up toward Celitornia , 

and we ha.vs t o come around Cape l4ala. Tha.t, of course, i s an ex-

1 cellent place tor seaplenes to land in at all times ot the year. 

Under the old treatiee we have righte in the Gult ot Fonseca way 

up here in Honduras. The point in this whole thing is tbat none 

,. 
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of' this is reall y a utter of' tr_eat y because in time of' peace we ~ 

are not goiDg to do anything about i t except to jcnow en rything 

t here i s t o know about it. 

We s.re g?iDg on tonight -- because of one perfectly obYi ous 

thing which we don't talk about -- we are going oYer to Cocos. 

Q To Cocos? 

THE PRESIDENl': You will see why, outside of .fishing. There is Cocos, 

just a dot on the map. When you circle from there, see what a 

patrol plane can do? It' s 500 miles across from there to where 

we are now. A patrol plane, if it can be based on Cocos, has got 

this perfectly enormous sweep of 500 miles. You can see this and 

see what it does . Away out to sea, and coveri.ng this whole area 

down to here, end away around here to a point where a patrol .from 

here will more than cover it . They will meet . You get the whole 

thing actually covered if you can do anything in the way of patrol 

planes out of Cocos. It really is a strategic place except that 

physically it is one of the most difficult places to use aa a base, 

as you will see. 

Q Are the islands large enough to form a good lee? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, that ' s the trouble. That ' s the whole problem. We 

will probably do some actual surveying~here tomorrow, and with 

sounding rods. The soundings are pretty old and fairly sketchy , 

' except in Chatham Bay, so really it , .s an et.f'ort to consolidate 

our continental de.f'ense thinking and planning. 

Q Mr. President , you mean that because ·or what you are looking over 

you don' t want us to menti on any points at al l? 

THE PRESIDENT: ' No, and that ' s why I had to say we combined business 

0 I • 



• 

625- 4 168 

with pleasure. 011 the n:y back I wiU han t he Arrs~T, Nuy ud 

Air people in t he oe.bin and on the li8Y throuah t he Canal •e will 

haTe a general confab on the whole thing. Cocoa would be in the 

88llle category as some of t hese other baeea. The only thing the 

Artq has got , out of the Zone, is 80 m.Uee a-t. up 1n here. 

That's rig~ up 1n t here and they found this beautiful sort of 

prairie, wild, wide, prairie lands. Then, of course, it is prob­

able that farther up, somewhere up in here , near the border, they 

will be able. to get enough landplane bases up in there over on 

t he Costa Rican ·side . The international problem really does not 

arise because everybody is tickled to death t o recognize it as 

one ot mutual defense, with practically nothing being done 1n 

peace time, just getting it fixed up so we can use it. 

Q That place that I called La Ventor, .I think that is a real estate 

nalle . It has a beach comparable to Atlantic City. The Army has 

an air.field right off of this beach which is a h1J8e field, because 

General Brett flew a bomber up there the dey that we were up there. 

GENERAL WATSON: I don ' t really know. 

Q And they were thinking of putting up .quarters along t llat beach tor 

t he morale of the troops 1n the Zone. 

THE PRESIDENI': It can' t be tar all8y. 

Q Eighty miles . 

THE PRESIDENl': This place they were talking to me about yesterday was 

1'500 teet high. It must be another one. 

So you see the 'problem. The only thing I cen think of to 

say in your dispatches is that we are in the Pacitic "ocean con­

ducting a study of Canal Z<:~ne and Central American defense on the 
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Pao1t1o •14e, wUh •peo1al rel.aUon 1oo dinan1o detu .. , rdher 

1oha.D t..Mdid e detnee ot 1; he Canal, and 1ohd wa are ooab 1l11JI8 

bu11lleee w11oh pleaeure, tiehiag on the side, haTiug alreedy bean, 

1ohe tiret day, 1D laTeral ditterent localities, and trom there I 

don't know where you go. Because you see the trouble 1e, once 

we nert to talk about where we go, we giTe the. whole thiug away. 

You see how important this ares ie ~ere , because it ' s a beaut1tul 

lee and yet in a straight line trom here to the Cana.l it's nry 

short. It ' e longer around by water and a ' comperetiTely short 

distance b~ air. It ' s only 140 miles by airline and 1ohat ' s w~ 
"" 

this whole area is ot real ·interest on the continental detense 

end. 

~ When you speak ot distant rather than immediate defense, you mean 

distance rather than time? 

THE PRESIDEm': Distance tram the Canal. I think you had better call 

it Oentrel American waters because that's what they are, but with-

out mentioning any ot the countries, because the national end at 

it really isn't inTolved, The whole policy ot hemisphere defense 

attecte each at the independent republics just as much as it does 

the United States. 

By the way, now that the oat •e out ot the bag , the Cheruble 

Isles are found 1n Edward Lear ' • Book ot Nonsense. 

Q Kr. President , can you say how long this is l ikely to lest? 

TBE PRESIDENT: I don ' t know yet. It depends on how' things go in Wash-

ington. 

Q First ot the month? ' . 

TBE PRESIDENT: Probably betors that~. Around the tirst ot the month, 
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it everythtQg ia all quie~. 

~ Are you planntQg t o· make a tour ot the Paoitic end ot the defenses? 

THE PRFSIDE!fl': Yes. 

)S The PaD•••nien President asked me about P•n•menians working on ~he 

Cenel . 

THE PRESID!lll': can•t say anythtQg about it. It's 1n the hands of the 

War Department and State Department and several committees ot Con-

grass. 

~ You had some messege at one time? 

THE PRESIDENT: There have bel:ln three or tour bills backed by the Amer-

ican Federation of Labor. Don't use it because I am not certain 

ot the facts . Federation wants perfectly straight American em-

ployment on the third set of locks. As you know, Americans are 

all right tor supervisory work but they cannot do backbreaking 

shovel work in the sun. Onder the treaty with Panama we are ob-

ligated to give Panamanians equel~hance ~th Americana on super­

visory work and actually there are so few of them who can do that 

work, that it ' s a drop 1n the bucket compared to the total. We 

have to live up to the treaty 1n spit e of any Act of Congress. 

Treaty supersedes any Act of Congress. This day labor -- Panama 

does not 11-ant a large influx of .Tamaica Negroes, who are the best 

workers. They want to improve the percentage of white blood in 

their population. 

Q Mr. President, is there anything you can .tell us about the inspection 
I 

yesterday? 

THE PRESIDEtlr: Nothing, except they are doing awtully good work and 
• 

considering the difference 1n defense between the first time I 
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-s here 1n 1934, and today, which -• only tin and a halt years • later, we have more ~han doubled the eftective defeneive etrength 

of the Oanal, and the work is proceeding accordillg to schedule. 

That's about al.l you can say. And then on the third set of looks, 

I think we han a 15 million dollar eatilllate 1n the bill, isn' t 

that right? 

G:mERAL WATSON: I am not sure. 

~ In the pendillg Army bill? 
' . 

THE PRESIDENr: 15 million dollars, approximately, to get the work 

started, 

GENERAL WATSON: The authorization is a big figure. 
' 

THE PRESIDENr: The authorization has been made tor the whole project . 

Q The third set of locks" is very much needed? 
• 

THE PRESIDENr: Very much needed. 

~ There is a greet deal of comment about your meeting with President 

Boyd on your return. 

THE PRESID:ENI': I will have President Boyd on board just lilce I did 

with President Arosemena and President Arias • 

• 
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THE PRESID:Em: All a genel'f!l proposition there is praotioally nothing ·• • 
/ . . 

fUrther on the Paoitio aide, but on the Atlantic side there is a 

fUrther outer l1.ne of defense which, however, is defense not only 

for the Canal but also for the southern Uni ted St ates, whioh is 

based on Puerto Rico end the Virgin Islands. While Puerto Rico 

and the Virgin· Islands are primarily for defense of the canal they 

are equally for defense of the southern halt of the United States 

on the Atlantic end Gulf of Mexico. Both of these defense problems 

involve perfect teamwork b!"tween the Army and the Navy, end that ' s 

why these conferences we have been having are of definite value 

eo as to prevent any duplication or overlapping of the work. 

Q . The long- range program means more planes arid more guns . Do you have 

any idea how many? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think the first thing to do is to finish the present 

program, end on planes and antiaircraft guns, we hav~ only got 

about, delivered , half of the total that have been either recom­

mended by the JOint Board or actually ·authorized , and as I re-

member it, about the same situation on planes. About half of them 

have been either appropriated for or authorized. • 

Q In your illustration of the concentric circles, would that be inter­

preted to mean that any defense plan for the Canal would envisage .. 
operations within or above these circles? 

THE PRISID:Em': Of, course. 

r. ) 
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~ That' s the or i t ioal detenee zone in the O.nel? 

TBI PRESIDENT: When you get t o the 200 mi le oirole you get into Coeta 

Rioe or Colombia, and the point that Dr. Boyd made t hat t he Canal 

is juet as illlpQrtant to all ot them as it is to the United states 

or Pen•wa itself. 

~ We have a quote trom Dr. Boyd to that etteot. He said, "We are all 

in the same boat. Latin America must cooperate with the United 

States in defense ot the Canal because we would all sutter equally. " 

When are we going to tind out where we are headed tor? .. 
THE P.RESIDENl': Thursday. 

Q Does your plan :for the trip north envisage any atop? 

THE PRESIDENl': We haven ' t sent any word to Washington yet. 

Q Your first engagement i s March :fourth? 

THE P.RESID»>l': In the morning, I thillk, we have the usual services, 

but I haven ' t heard. 

Q And then the Cabinet Dinner that night? 

THE P.RESIDENI': lolonday night . 

Q Your seventh anniversary. 

THE P.RESID~: Yes. 

Q Do you plan anythi.ng else :for that day? 

THE PRESIDENT: Work end lots ot mail . 

Q Are you planntng any statements? 

THE P.RESIDENI': No, signing mail. Press conference on Tuesday. I 

will be in a grand position because I will have just landed and 
'. 

won' t know anything yet. 

~ Mr. PresiA.ent, to go away :from this trip itselt,, have you heard any-
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THE PRiSID!Nl': No, the ueual state Department bulletilla. 

Q The bulletill from Kr. Welles refers to a signed measags by you. 

THE PRESIDENI'I Personal notes, personal and unofti oial. 

Q And t here ue bei.ng presented similar notes to all capitals? 

THE PRESI.D!Nl': I don ' t know. 

Q We had the most illteresting bit of news by way of George Durno. 

Do?is lleeson went to Europe at the last minute, 

THE PRESIDENl': I don't think it ' s proper. Is Doris going to follow 

Sumner all over Europe? 
' . 

Q As fer as Paris , I think. 

THE PRESIDENT: It you want to get loose from the Press don•t tell 

anybody where you are going and when you are going. Tell them 

about two hours beforehand , because I am morally certain that no 

representative of the Press can possibly get on the same train 

with you. They are going . to be terribly bothered because the one 

very distinct directive that Sumner has is not to talk, I don't 

think Sumner will say a single word to anybody. 

Q There will .be leeks trom the foreign offices in the various capitals . 

THE PREsiDENT: There will be in Francs, You can •t tell the . French 

anything confidential • 
• 

Q There is no domestic news? 

THE PRnliDENl': Nothing, 

~ Anything about the income tax payments in the District? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven ' t had a bill the whole trip. 

.• 
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Q Yr. President , tor the benefit ot those who were not along, tell 

us a l ittle bit more about this long-range defense system ot the 

Canal, particularly does i t contemplate the acquisition of any 

new territory t or naval use? 

· THE PRESIDENr: I well expected that per.rectly natural question and it 

is one t hat can be answered by not only a negative but a ve~ firm 

negative. I won' t go int o what we three talked about . (The r ef er-

ence is to Mr. Durno, Mr. Reynolds and r&r. Cornell) . The final 

theory tor t he defense of the Canal proper 1s that w1 th modern 
' . 

aircra.rt , bombing pl anes can tly approx:1mately up t o 6oo miles and 

it is perfectly -- even .e layman would understand that it is better 

policy to know about thei r take- oft and try to get them on the way 

in than to wait until they get to t he objective. It ie primaril y 

patrols, and it is much easier to run patrols it you can base 

patrols out near the edge of that circle than having to make the 

flight f r om t he zone itself. They can stay out longer and cover 
./ 

more territory. That doesn ' t mean that 1n time of peace there 

would be any need for or wish to acquire sovereignty over any ter-

r itory which the Unit ed States does not own now. In other words , 

peopl e who jump to that conclusi on haven' t thousht things throush. 

·The obvious reason is t hat with present relations between~all 

American republics, an attack o~ the Canal is a threat involving 

all American republics, therefore it is a matter of oommon defense . 

Q Wouldn' t it imply a t least an~intormal understanding that such ter-

, 
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r1tory could be ueed in Ume or war? 

TH! PRESIDENT: It ie not naoasaary. The whole thiDg baa been illlpla­

lliiilted b7 the Lill4 Agreement and b7 the Panama Agreement, NothiDg 

turlher neoeeeary. In other worde, there is a complete understand-

1ng, It alread7 exists • 
• 

Q Do the facilities exist? 

TBE PRESIDENl': Yea, in. greet part. 

~ Mr. ?residant , do you propose to do anything about the action or 

the BOuse in cutting out the Panama appropriations? 

TBE PRESID:mr : 1 can't sey anythiDs about it until 1 find out what 

happened. You see it was authorized by the Congress laet year and 

a great deal or the preliminary work has already bean done, which 

is apparently not known 1n WashiDston. Just tor e:mmple , you 

weren't along with me on the motor trip the lest day. We saw t wo 

construction camp sites actually being cleared so the contractors 

would have a place to locate their camps as soon as they got the 

contract s . 

~ Patterson talked about Nicaragua tor an alternate canal. 

TBE PRESIDEm': That was pretty well threshed out 1n the past . Great 

deal or money, and a t hird set or locks would give the :equired 

security and also take care or the expected ad~itional tonnage which 

would usa the Canal tor a great many years to come it and when 

peace in. the world is succeeded by increased commerce, we all hope. 

Q 1 think the HOuse Committee in knocki ng out that fund for the final 

third set or looks thought the A:rmy was go1Ds ahead too fast . 

TBE PRESID:mr: The eilllple answer to that is Co~~grees has complete 

authority to deter construction for a year but it should not be 

•• 
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o11110utl aged under any statement that t hey are gOill8 ahead too raet. 

The responsibility should r~st squarely on the shoulders or Con­

gress tor delay1J18 oonstruotion tor a whole year. Plans are sur-
1'1oi ently tar advanced to ?egin construction thi s spri.Dg. I also 

• 
noted that Senator Adams ot Colorado was quoted as say1J18 that he 

was 1n favor ot bu1ld1J18 a ·.·oaneJ. from the East Coast to the Pacitlo 

Coast , and a tunnel across the continent, in the press this morn-

iJ18. 

Q. What pape.rs was that 1n this morniJ18? 

THE PRESIDENl': It came trom New York to San Francisco. 

Q Through Colorado? 

THE PRESIDENr: Yes, 

Q Does that go by way of the Oheruble Islands? 

THE PRESIDENr: No comment on that. 

Q Did you also note stories in the paper about submarining of British 

freighter? 

-· THE PRESIDENr : Yes, I will have to wait until I get back. 

Q (Asked the President to comment on Mr. Welles), 

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing can be said about JAr. \\'elles until we get back. 

Q. Welles stayed 1n hfs stateroom all the way over . 

THE PRESIDENT: Ott the record , he was probably trying to avoid Doris. 

Q Mr. President, while you were away there was a story printed that 

you would ask the CoJ18ressional leaders, stating that you hoped 
f 

CoJ18ress would be out by the fifteenth of May. 

THE PRESIDENI': We hadn tt talked about it at all, 

Q There have been reporte of a trip to the West Coast . You may go? . 
THE PRESIDENr: Yes·. The only thing is· that I promised San Francisco 

. . 

) 
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I would go there laet swaer e d they are open1ns again this year 

ed I llll go1ns t o try t o tult1ll that prOIIise this s-r. 

Q. What tf.ae does the tog begin to get bad in the Inside Passage t o 

.Ala aka? 
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THE PRESIDEllr: As I remember it they told us that it was all right rroa 

the titteenth or lii!Y to the titteenth or August. 

Q. Do you still hope to go up there? 

THE PRFSIDENr: I don't ll:now. 1raTen't talked· -about it. 

Q. Will we make the Warm Springs trip? 

THE PRESIDENT: I hope so. Le.st year, you know, we didn't go until 

around the first or April, tor a week, end it was a lot better 

than previous years when we went in Maroh, It I go it will be 

around t he first or April, tor a week, 

~ I was going t o ask a question about politics but I don ' t think ~ 

. will. 
I 

TEE PRESIDENI': I wouldn' t . (Laughter) Felix, your paper doesn' t 

want stori es like that. It's an independent paper. 

~ I will have t o deter a l ittle bit there. 

The weight or the world is ott the record, the famous con-

terence r o0111. 

A lot or strong men in the Ivory Tower. 

-It' e like this all the time -- think of our reepon.sibili ty 

to humanity. 

Six Democratic Senators are sponsoring a bill ' to restore the 

Farm Credit Administration. 

THE PRESIDENI': I don't know what has happened on that . I t hink it 

still has lll1 independent status. 

. . 
. ' 
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Q They plan to restore it to take it away from the Department of Agri-

culture. 

THE PRESID!NT: All the difference 1n the world between taki.Jis it away " 

from the Department of Agriculture and givi.Jis it independent status, 

essentially, because it has an independent status. 

I don't think there is anything eloe before Su.ndey. I can' t 
-. 

tell what there will be. Probably will sign that bill (Export­

Import Bill), if it o~ee, after we get t here. Whatever will be 

there, e.ek him (Stephen Early) 1f there is anything' that he has on 

his chest outside of this bill because there might be something 

that I don't know about . Run arou.ud to the White House. It would 

be eat'e. 

Q Do you contemplate any March fourth etatement? 

THE PRESIDEm': No. 

Q That will make Dave Lawrence mad . 

THE PRESIDENT : Pass the tip to Dave that the first of April is good. 

. . 
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THE PRl!:SIDEm': Well , how goes .fitty fathoms today? 
' 

Q. Very well. 

Q. How many fish did you catch? 

'!'HE PllliSI DENT: Damned few , too few even to count. 

Q (Referring to the Pensacola E.ewspaper which the President had in 

front of him) Local pride coming to the fore in Pensacola? 

THI!: PRESIDENT : Yes. 

Q. They ~~ted you to come in on the cruiser instead of the destroyer? 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes . Well , who \'!TOte tnet story? 

Q It is an editorial . 

THE PRESIDE!~: It is en A.P. story, by gosh. You sew it, dion 't you? 

Q ~hat is it about? 

THb P!USIDL~l': A certain ~tentleman representine the Associated Press 

cast "asporegus" on the depth of water in Pensacola t!arbor by say-

ing it wee too shallow for us t o get up t o the dock. The Pense-

cola paper takes the Associated ~ress t o teak. 

Q And the U.P. recoups • 
..... 

~ The A. P. ought to~ow what deep water is. 

T.l:ll!. PRESI DENT : As a matter of fact, the story was all right . They 

couldn't ~et up to toe dock, which was perfectly true. I t was 

the fault of the Navy and not Pensacola Har9or. That is a beau-

tiful harbor. 

l.tiR. DONALDSON : All in • 

THE PRbSID1NT : I think probably I p,eve ell the news t here was t o the 

\ 
. 
'} 
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gentl8111en who accompanied me on the trip. I meant to bring with 

me a copy of Edward Lear ' s book of nonsense verees t o read it to 

you ell today, about the owl end the pussycat end t he Jumblies , 

but I forgot it - - I'll have it Friday -- ell about the Cheruble 

Isles and the other places we visited and had e very nice cruise . 

v.e had a few narrow escapes , 

Q Submarine? ( Leu~hter) 

Q Di d you go to t he Isl e of Lonely Y.omen? (Laughter) .. 
THE PRESID~: No. Ask the accompanying Press ; it i s all right • . . 

Thank God, t hey all got back safel~ • . 

Q Mr. President , the House Appropriations Committ ee seems to be against 

further appropriations for t he Antarcti c ~xpedition. Do you care 

to comment on t hat? Their view seems to be that they did not 

understand that it was to be a continuing expedition? 

Tlihl Pru.5IDENT : \~ell , I t ho\lfr.ht it was going to be and I thought every-

body knew it was goi ng to be. There was never any myst ery about 

it . V1e certaillly ell talked about 1 t here at t he time. 

Q Mr. President --

T~ PRiSIDD~ : (interposing) Of course it would save an awful lot 

of money by making it a continuing expedition, even it' it is only 

for three or tour years , than if you send down an occasional asp-

arate expedition that stays only for one winter . 

~ kr . President, whet is your preference between Senator Guffey and 

~alt er A. Jones in t he Pennsylvania Primary? (Laughter) 
\ ·~ . T& PR1SIDE .. NT: I t old the boys on Satu1·dey last that the following 

Tuesday, which is t oday, I would have so recently returned t ha t 

I would not know ~nythin~ . Now it is your turn (indicating tbe • . -
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Q. Mr . President, your nBJlle bee been entered in tlle Pennsylvania Pres­

idential Primary and will be on the ballot unless withdrawn in a 

certain period, I think ten days . Do you intend t o let it remain? 

Tm: PllliSIDEN'.r : I guess probably what I told tbe Press on Saturday still 

holds. I am just back Rnd don't know nothing. (Laughter) 

Q Would it be a presumption t o recall your saying that you had can-

vassed the Pennsylvani a situation from A to Z with Jack Kell y and 
' 

had not arrived at any conclusion? I t seems everybody that has 

filed has come into the race and we just wondered i f you had any 

views on it? 

TEE PRESIDENr : The SBJlle t hing . I have not heard enyt bing the last 

t wo days. I am awfully sorry that these very, very delight ful 

seri es -- you can keep up with t he series -- · but l i terally it is 

true , I am back so recently I do not know what has happened . 

Q Mr. President! ·have you had a chance yet to read your biographer? 

(Laughter) 

THE PRESIDio.Nl' : 1'/ho did that to me? 
/ 

Q Ernest Lindley had a very interesting question and answer column 

yesterday on ·the front page of the Post (The Washington Post) 

and I thought maybe you had seen that and could give us somet hing? 
~ 

THE PRNSlDENT: I neve not seen that . The only thing I heard about 

that wa.a t hat I was talking , I t:ll.n.l: wi th Senator Byrnes, on the 

t el ephone· and he asked me about it and advised me to read it be-

cause everybody was kidding Cotton Fd Smith for having been the 

Senator that told the story to Lindley. (Laughter) 

Q They shifted it t o Dourhton today, I understand? 
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THE PRl!SIDKNI': What? 

Q Shifted it to Doughton today. 

Q Did you diacuaa that situation with Mr. Smith? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENI': I v.'Ould heve to follow the Senate Investigating Com-

mittee on that . 

~ Mr. President , I asked Mr. Doughton if he was the man and he said , 
'•\.._ . 

"I have never said anything to anybody t hat would •Ulake me respon-

sible for anything in that story. " And I said , "Is it true or .-
not?" And than he repeated that he was not responsible for Mr • 

Lindley' s story. 

Now, seriously-- (interrupted by laughter) -- did you talk 

to Bob Doughton about these matters of presidency, at oetera? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don •t believe so; I don ' t remember anything. 

Q He (Representative Doughton) seems to be all upset about it . 

T.I:IF PRESID:I!m : I just talked to .Ji.mmy Byrnes on t ne telephone . 

Q But Earl 's (referring to !ir. Godwin} idea, is the story true or 

not ? 

THE PRlSIDEm': I don't know because I heve not read it . Steve (Mr. 

Early) told me thet he was mentioning that we still believed in 

freedom of the press and then I did reed Harlan Miller yesterday 

morning where he quoted Thomes Jefferson on hie four pointe , on 

the four things t hat the press coul.d print: news (trutns), pos­

sibilities , probabilities and lies (laughter} , eo I em just quot-

ing Harlan Miller now; i~ is all right , it is good . 

Q In which category does this story fall? (Laughter) 

Q Have you in mind sending en ambassador t o Berlin soon? 

TrlE PR.l!.SIDEm' : I do not know anything about it. I .have not thought 

· .~ 
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about it . 

(t Han you had any word that they were to send Dieokhoff (former A:n-

bassador from Germany) back t o this country? 

THE PRESIDENT: I bevs not heard a word , 

~ Can you tell us ·anything about your monetary conference of yester-

day? 
. ' 

THE PRESIDENT: Only that we discussed the advisability «t this time . ' -
of refUnding all of the notes snd bonds that come due in June 

and it wee decided to refund the notes and not the bonds at this 

time. That is slightly more then half of the total. 

Q Mr. President , could you tell ue why that refUnding operation wsa 

made the subject of a special conference? 

Tl:IE PRESIDEl'lr: Nothing , except that we have them right along. :t:very 

time there is a bond issue comes up, a refunding issue, we do 

the same thing. Nothing novel about it. 

Q Can you tell us why you postponed the bonds? 

THb PRlSID~: Because it was thought to be the best t hing to do. 

Q Can you tell us why the refUnding will be put into another note 

issue instead of a bond issue? 

Tl:IE PRESIDANT: I suppose ·because it is the best thing to do. Every-

body recommended it . 

~ La~t summer you asked Senator Donahey to run for reelection out 

there. On Sunday he said' he was going to retire . Any thought 

of asking him to reconsider or any thought --

'rl:il!: PRESIDl!.Nr: (interposing;) No, I have not had a chance to s~e him. 

I expect to see ~1m in the next week or ten days. I hope be will 
I 

run for reelection or for Governor because he is e very valuable 

184 
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• public senant . 

Q What is the situation on the St . Lawrence Waterway? 

THE PRESIDENI': I have not heard a peep;. I do not know. 

Q Do you have any comment on the proposed amendment to the Hatch Act? 

THE PRESIDENT : Well , I cannot very well comment because I understand 

that there are various bills. up there end e series of amendments 

to them but it has always seemed to me that if you are going to . 

" 
apply the Hatch Act to one type, of Federal employee who ie paid _ 

his whol e salary out of Federal funds, that the same line of ar-

gument ought t o apply to people who are paid part salary out of 

Federal fUnds . I think that i s about as far as I can go . 

Q The local editors are wor ried about a couple of judgeships in the 
J 

District of Columbia? 

• THE PRESIDENT: I have not hfld a chance t o talk to Bob Jackson because 

I think he is sick abed with the flu . 

Q Will you tell us about your conference with Goss of the Farm Credit 

Administration today? 

THE PRESIDENr : We took up a number of very, very complex problems t hat 

I wanted some enl ightenment on and still do not entirel y undsr-

stan~, such as the question of normal va~uations on farms. It is 

' 
a terribly intricate thing and I would be afraid to go into it be-

cause I do not know enough about it. 

Q Bas he resigned yet? 

TEE PRESI DENT: No . 

Q Can you tell us now when Welles (Under Secretary Sumner Welles) will 

be back (from Europe )? 

. 'THI:. PHliSIDENT: I have no idea. 
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~ Do you expeot him, Goes, t o resign? 

THE PRESI OENI' : I do not know. The Secretary of ~riculture and he 

have t alked that over and it js possible. 

~ After your explanation to us on the train, there ~~a a published 

report that you had received direct aesurenoee from Coat e Rice , 

Colombie end Panama whereby we could use t lieir l enaing fiel ds when-

ever we wanted to. 
\ 

THE PRESIDENT : That is a completely faked s t ory. In fact , I did reed 

t hat story (laughter) because it was something we had been talking 

'about end doing . I did not see anybody from Colombie ; I did not 

see anybody from Cost e Rica end , as I made it perfect ly clear on 

t he train, no egreement s are necessary , end certeinly 'ecquieition 

of additional territory is not only unnecessary but would be a 

silly thing to do . I see that le~islation has been introduced to 

t hat effect . 

Q Mr . President , there has been considerable criticism in Congress 

regarding some of the questions 1n the 1940 census . Do you have 

any conunent t o make on that issue? 

TID PRESID:EJI.'T: No , I don •t think so. I have been 1•:ondering just a 

little bit as t o whether on the issues t ha t have been raised any-

body in this room really has anything in particular they went to 

hide . from the Unit ed States Government . I am not talking abo~ 

their neighbors , I em talking ~bout t he Government and t he use 

of tha t information for s tatistical purposes . I do not think I 

have anything to hide end I do not t hink any of you have. 

On the quest ion, for example -- I believe there is a question , 

"Heve you ever been divorced?" t.ell , perheps I would not want my 
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neighbors to know that under certain circ\IID8t8llces but I would not 

mind telling the Federal Census taker. The Federal Government's 

interest is not the least bit whether you have been divorced es 

an individual . ~e would like to know, for perfectly obvious reasons, 

the trend of -- the curve of marriage and divorce in the United 

States. It is a rather important thing for the country to know. 

Nobody gives a rep about who the individuals ere end, of course, 

ell census information is confidential information . The earns thing 

applies to income (ta1) r eturns. · 

Q Is that divorce question e new question or has it been in the census? 

T.dl!. Pt~.t.SIDlNT: Oh, the whole thing , of course , is an obviously poli ti-

cal move and nothing else, literally . ~veryboay recognizes that . 
~ 

hverybody here who is accredited t o t he Co!lf'resa knows t llet t ha t 

is the sole motive . 

Q Could you be quoted on t hat? 

THr; PIU-SID:U.T: Yes. 

~ Mr . President , you said you die not have anything to bide end while · 

you were sway (laught er) Berryman bed e cartoon of you on t he front 

porch (of the l1hite House) with the census taker and be was aski!lf, 

you if you had e mortgage on this place. (Laughter) 

THh PH~ID~t: Pretty cute. 

Q Do you suppose t hat census taker will divulee whet you said as .on 

answer? 

Tlfu.PID'SID:W.T : I might tell 111m if he was e genuine census taker , just . ' 
to t ost out Government secrecy. (Laughter) 

iol. .tr . President, can you tell bow meny bathtubs are i n the l•hite ciouee? 

Tifu PRJ:.SIDENI': \1hst? 
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Q Bathtubs? 

Tlfb PRliSIDENI': I suppose it is down in the record somewhere. 

" Wr . President, the liar Department announced the esle of ninety guns 

from surplus stocks to Brazil . Does that have your particulor 

approval or do you cere to comment? 

T~ PRESIDLNT: Oh , that has been in train ever since the Chief of ... 

Steff went down there and we bed a return visit from the Brazilian 

Chief of Steff , Brazil wanted, fel t that they were unduly weak • 

in certain heavy artillery end these guns were old British model 

guns that have got to be recpnditioned and they do not fit in with 

any of t he rest of our own Army equipment. They have been working 

on it now-- I think it was pr ettY-nearly s year .ago that the 

Brezilis.n Chief of' Steff was here, something like that . r,othing 

out of the ordinary. 

M.R . C.QO\'tlN : Thank you , ~r. President , 

.. 

I 
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CONliiliN'l'IAL 
Preu Conference #629, 
ExecutiTe Offices ot the White House, 
Jrlaroh 8, 1940, 10.150 A.M. 

Q Good mornill8, v.r. President. 

THE FRESIDllNT: Good mornill8• 

• 

Q L!r. Young (1,11', Russell Young) telephoned tram Mi11111i last night. He 

eaid he was oomill8 up. 
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THE PRESID:ENT: I wish ,he would stay down until the weather gets better. 

You are late, Mr. Godwin. 

Q (Mr. Godwin) I wee arranging lllll.ttere tor the dinner at which you 

are our guest. 

THE PRESIDENT: You kept the Press Conference waiting. (Laughter ) 

(Due to conferences at the White House, the President had held . 

up the Press Conference tor fifteen minutes.) 

Q (Mr. Godwin) That is right. I led with my chin. 

THE HUSIDENT: I did not hear you this mornill8• What .did you get 

oft this morning? 

Q (Mr. Godwin) Just a general howl about taxes. Also Howard 

Smith's (Representative Howard Smith) 1nab1lity --he stepped on 

hie (own) root. 

THE PRESimNT: Di d I hear the door close? 

MR. DONAlDSON: All i n . 

THE PRESIDENT: The only thing I know is that I can eee the top ot 

1~k Sullivan's head tor the first time in years. (Now) he 

ducked and 

Q (Mr. Godwin) 

I cannot eee it any more so ~o ahea~ 

Comes up with the vernal equinox. 

THE HUSIDmT: Yes. (Laughter) 
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Q (Mr. Sulliftll) I think 1t won't be lone now, Mr. President. 

'ml PRESIDENT: I like Earl ' a adjeot1Te, "Yernal"; 1 t 1a all ript . 

Means awfully sreen, doean •t 1 t? (Laushter) 

I do not tb1llk I have got a thiDC th1a marniq. 

Q Mr. President , you talked with Cha1rman Slll1th ot that special 

House CCIIIII11 ttee? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and there is no story in 1t because I mere1J 

wanted to find out what happened 1ll my absence and what they were 

going to do• 

Q Did you discuss his amendments? 

THE PRESIDl!NT: No. 

Q Do you know anything about them? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . 
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Q Is Sumner Welles taking any part in these Russo-Finnish negotiations? 

THE PRESIDENT: There is nothing to be said on that at all, one way or 

the other. 

Q Do you recall speaking to two Georgia Congressmen, Mr . Rams peck and 

Mr . Camp, who, I think, br oupt you the name ot Lawrence Camp tor 

a District job? 

THE PRESIDmT: Yee. 

Q Anything you want to say on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think so . I think thay told you about it . It 

was signed by, I think, .an the Congr.esemen and Dick Ruaeell (Sen­

ator Russell) • 

Q Yes, I just wondered it you had --

THE PRESIDENT: (i nterposing) No , I bad not thought ot it . 

Q In connection with that Welles ques~ion, London report~ said today 
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the tlnited States might be asked to mediate in that Russo-

J'innil!lb war. Ie there aDJthing on that? 

'!HE PRESIDl!NT: The only thing I can eay ie that it is the ldnd ot 

thing, ot course, that we cannot discuss except tor. your own in-

formation as there has been no such' request made on pending 

things of that kind. It there are negotiations going on, it is 

the kind ot thing which it is better not to d1scuss. 

Q Mr. President, you received this new Minister trom Australia; you 

had a chat this week with him. Did he say anything about estab-

lishing relations with Australia, general - -

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Only that it is a continuation of a 

discussion that has been"going on for the last six or seven 

years and which I took up with the Australian Prime Minister 

some years ago and several other Australian Ministers who have 

been coming through Washington, and both Au~tral1a has wanted 
now 

this to happen and we wanted it to happen and/it has happened 

and we are very glad. 

Q <;an you tell us anything about your discussion with the new Min-

ister about problems in the Pacific? 

THE PRESIDENT: We did not discuss any problems; mostly reminiscences . 

(There was· a brief lull . ) 

Gosh, this silence --you could cut it with a knife . 

MR. GODWIN: Thank you, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: I really haven't -any news at all. 

Q Can you comment --

THE PRESIDliNT: (interposing) Somebody in the back row, go ahead. 

Q - - on Senator Wheeler• s v1sit? 

... 

•• 
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THE PRESIDENT: Oh, we talked about -- no reason I should not tell 

you. about that -- we talked about the transportation bill wbi oh 

is in conference, and I told him I hoped Tery much that the 

conferees would agree and put through a bill at thi s eessi on . 

Q Mr. President, can you tell us anything about tla~reguJ.ation ot 

water carriers? 

THE PRESIDENT: It you go back to a speech I made away back i n -- I 

don ' t know what it was - - 1932; in Utah, I think it was , salt 

Lake City, you will t ind I recoDDilended at that time that there .. 

be a consolidation of Covernment regulation of all transporta-

tion. I think this bill, as I hope it will come out trom the 

conference committee, is a step toward that end. 

Q Mr . President, did you discuss this wire tapping investigation 

wi th Senator Vlheeler? 

THE PRESID:ENT: What is that? 

Q This Committee yesterday recommended a resolution which would 

investigate a lot of snooping that has been going on. 

THE PRESIDENI': I never heard or it. 

Q Did he say what. was holding up his conferees? 

:mE PRESIDENT: Yes, Pete {Mr. Brandt), he spoke about a letter that 

had been written while I was away by the Secretary of War, the 

Secretary ot Agricul~ure and the Chairman of the Maritime Commie-

si on, about which I had not beard until be. brought it in wi th him. . ' 

It is in yesterday morning'.s~,Record {The Congressional Record) and 
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I had not even heard of ~t . I told him that I thought those points of 

view related primarily to the individual • - to the authority of 

individua+ d·epartments but that the greater good for the greater 
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n1.1111ber should control rather thaD. aey S..diate 1ntereata of 

the lfar Department or the Agricultural Department or the Maritt. 

COIIIIl1aa1on. 

~ Did he agree with that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yea. 

~ Mr. ~eaident, in debating an amendment to the Hatch Act yesterday, · 

Senator Chavez said that although he realized the tact that you 
I 

had signed the Hatch Act, he felt be could sta~e definitely that 

your heart was not in it? 

THE PRESIDENT: I feel reasonably certain that Senator Chavez's heart 

was not in it and mine was . (Laughter) 

MR . GODWIN: Thank you, VJl' . President • 

. ~ 

• 
• 
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