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CONJ'IDINTIAL 
Press Conference *630, 
Executi•e Offices ot the White House, 
Llarch 19, 1940, 4.03 P.M. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, Russ (Mr. Russell Young) , it is good to see 

you back. Makes me think ot old Charles Francis Young. He 

used to be my old boss in Tenmany Hall . · 

Q. (Mr. Young) I don't know him. I don•t know anything about bosses 

at all. 

Q. He never had any. 

THE PRESID:ENT: Would you rather be called Francis A. Young or Ed 

Kelly Young? It 1B the same thing. 

Q. (Mr. Belair, who had just been elected president ot the White House 

Correspondents • Association) "You notice we keep our plattonn 

pledges . (At the White House Correspondents• Dinner the previous 

saturday evening, Mr. Belair had introduced as a "plank" 1n his 

platform a pledge that White House Press Con:t:erences would be 

held on time.) 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . (Turning to Mr . Young) It is good to see you 

back; how are you feeling? 

Q. Ho~ are you feeling -- that is important. (The President had been 

confined to the White House with a cold.) 

THE PIDSIDENT: Rotten. I ache still. It's the old :nu . 

Q. Still hangs on? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I thought l would c oms over here and try it 

instead of sitting upstairs in the sitting room and bedroom. 

Q can•t be any worse • . . 
) 

Q Do you think you will go away? . ' 

. '• 
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THE P.RESIDENT: I do not know. I am goi ng to· warm Spri nge as soon 

as I can, 

~ Do you think you will go to HYde Park tor Easter? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, my, no; I never had any thought or that . 

Q I will ask you that question tor the benefit or all or us . 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: VIall, with the boss (meaning Mr. Russell Young) and 

the ex-president (of the. White House Corresponde~ts• Associa

tion, me8.ning Mr. Godwin) and the new president (meaning Mr . 

Felix Belair) standing right h~re in the front row, I can say 

that on Saturday night I was very glad I went to the party . It 

was all right; a good party . 

Q We were very glad that you could come. We really thought it was 

a swell piece or work --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Grand. 

Q ~-for you .to get there at all. (The President had been ill.) 

THE PRESIDENT: The only thing I want to do is borrow that !11m, it I 

can, to show it to the family. (Laugllter) They all want to see 

1~ in the White House. 

Q We have had three requests already. 

Q You can get it; Bob Denton has it. 

Q. (Mr. Yo~g) The JU'esident (Mr . Belair) will attend to that, sir . 

(Laught'er) 

Q. The boss talks. 

Q. (Mr. Belair) Who said so? •'I 

Q The boss . 

Q. Do you have any _plans to go to Hyde Park over Easter? 
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No; I wil l stay right here . 

Q How about Warm Springs? 

THE PRESIDI!NT: I hope to get down to Warm Springs eoon; I C8.llnot tell 

when. 

Q Senator Wagner last week in the House Labor Committee decided in 

favor of the addition of two men to the ·Labor Board. May :f aek 

whether you are in favor of that idea? 

THE PRESIDENI': I cannot because it is pending legislation and it 

changes trom day to day. 

Q In the light of recent discussions on the subject , woUld you care 

to clarity for us the policy of your Administration toward re-

leasing airplanes and armaments for foreign shipment? I • 

THE PRESID»l'r: Well, the trouble is this, that it is awtully bard 

to lay down a hard and test rule because each ease ought properly 

to be considered on the facts of the tmmediate ease and in care-

less writing it is awfUlly easy 1 f you have one general rUle to 

tail to differentiate between two different eases with different 

facts . However, I will have a go at it by way of explanation. 

Spee.ld.ng as COI!IIIlAnder-in-Chief of the A.rrrq and Navy which, 

under the Constitution, entails a certain amount of responsibility 

on my part, a year ago when ~hinge seemed to be coming to a bead 

in Europe - - I mean seemed to the Administration; some other 

people didn •t agree - - we began to look around to see what our 

national defense problem was . We looked at it, of course, pri-

marily from our own point of view but also in the light of 

experiences in other nations. At that time it seemed to us 

this was a full year ago -- at that time it seemed pretty clear • 
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to ue that one of the essential s ot national defense, more and 

more so in the l ight of modern experience, is productive oapaoity 

ot airplanes. We bad seen instances or nations having a pretty 

good air force with very little or no productive capacity tor 

new planes. We bad seen other nations with practical ly no air-

planes -- I mean relatively but with potentiality or a large 

productive capacity. 

- And so; looking at it frql!l strictly our own point of view, 

beginning at that time we began to ask ourselves two quest ions: 

first , how 1!8ny planes do we need in peacetime? How many pilots 

do we need in peacetime? As a result we felt that we were too 

low and we got through Congress appropriations for very defini te 

.increases to the Army, Navy and Marine Corps air services and we 

began putting in orders. 

J But, at the same time, we looked at it from the point or 

view or production and we found that American producti on of mil-

itary planes, m1lita.ry and naval planes, was an even more serious 

problem than our shortage of actual planes in full commission . 

Tbe increased Army and Navy orders of last year , last tall, did 

help slightly, but very sl ightly, to increase our plant capacity. 

The beginning of the war in Europe showed us that we could 

build up our plant capaci ty if we could sell --the Nation could 

sell - - private manufact urers - - a large additi onal number of 

planes to ·other nations, not only belligerent nations but other 
I nations, neutral nations, and the orders began coming in. 

So, looking at it from a purely seilish point or view, we 

did everything we could to develop American productive capacity, 

'. I 
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and we han bean doiq it right aloq wi tb tbe !let reeul t that 

1neide of a year, approx~tely, we have multiplied American 

capacity about three times. It 1e an amaziD8 story. We ban 

about three times the capacity of' BD8ines and BD8~nes really 

are t he neck of t he bott le -- it is harder to increase the en-

gins capacity than i t is your fusilage capacity. All that is, 
l 

tram the point of view of the COIIIIIIUlder-in-Cbief, the most sig-

ni ficant thing that has happened i n the past year from the 
... 

point of view of 1mprov1D8 national defense by building up our 

productive caP,aoity or· pl anes . 
i J 

From t bat as a statement of policy, you come to the obvi ous 

next question: How could ws have done it unless we bad been able 

to sell planes? Well, the anSI'Ier is that we could n~ . What was 

the criterion on selling planes? Sell them a plane that they 

would buy . There is your BnSI'IBr . 

Q Mr . President --

THE FRESIDmT: (interposing ) Now, when you come down to all t his 

bunk about secrets: The P- 40 -- I believe there is sane talk 

about it at the present time - - I saw one down here at the Army 

Field I think sane of you people went down w1 th me -- in · 

November, 1938. I think some of you saw it there at the" time. 

It was · allliost i n the stage of having ita drawings, etc . , per- · 

feoted and being put into the point or getting orders for it --

a questi on of a few months longer . But we actually saw a P- 4.0 

down there that had been flown . That was nearly a year and a 

half ago . There is no secret about the P- 40. As I remarked, 

bunk ! ,. 
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Now, what is seoret? There are three or tour dnioee -- a plane 

is not a dnioe -- there are three or tour devioee whioh we baTe 

in the a~d torose ot the United States which we think otbe~ 

nations haTe not got and they ere absolutely se~ret, to be given 

t9 nobody and they will be kept secret as long as 1 t is possible 

tor us to keep thllll seore' . You ask what they are and I will tell 

you trankly i t is none or your business and don•t go looking tor 

them tor that is not a part of good Amerioani11111. 

~ Q u~. President, I think nearly everyone is in agreement that the 

• 

P-40 is sate to release now but there ere two others of the same 

type that are later models. Are you in tavor ot selling our very 

latest modele? ' 

THE PRESIDENT: Depends on whet you mean by the ttvery latest model." 

Q I mean like the Airoobra; that is the Bell ship? 

THE PRESIDENI': Anything confidential about it? 

Q I don 't know . 

THE PIUSIDENT: Neither do I . There was a beautiful engine the other 

day that everybody called the latest type of engine . · It bas not 

been put into actual production ye~ . One ot t he latest issues 

of an aeronautical magazine bas complete drawings of it. Does 

that help you any? 

Q It cJDes not answer my question. 

THE PRESIDENT: In other words, I cannot answer your question because 

I do not know which particular type it is, whether it is public 

·property or not, whether it bas been placed on order by us or 

not , 11hether on a small seale or a large scale . I would have to 

have all the facts . 
~ 

: . 
. 
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Q Do you follow the recommendations of General Arnold on euoh matters? 

General Arnold's recommendations? 

THE PIDSIDENT: I haven't read it. Is that before the COIIII11t tee? 

Q I lllea.D where it is a Dll tter of releaeill8 a plane for e:~:port? 

(~uestion again inaudible) 

Q He lllea.De as a matter of policy do you follo • • his recommendations 

or do you fix your policy? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; I never received hie recommendation: 

Q Do you seek his advice? 

THE PRESIDmT: I get those thill8B through coordinating boards -

the Army and Navy joint boards; 

~ Mr . President, where you said that this trebling of the capacity 

was the 1110et amazing and significant thing, do you care to men

tion any figures per month or per year or not? 

THE PRESIDENT: Didn't Steve (Mr. Early) give those out last week? 

Q Yes, sir. 

THE PRESIDmT: As I r811lel!lber it , roughly fran seven -- are these 

. figures right? -- fro111 7, 000 to 21,000 or 22, 000 . 

Q Senator Barkley gave all those figures in the Senate a . week ago. 

THE FRE3IDENT: Yes, the s811le figures . 

Q Do you consider our own national defense policies , our national 

: defense sima are involved in selling to one or the other of the 

particular sides in the current controversy in Europe? 

THE PRESIDENT: Consider what? 

Q As involvill8 our own national defense aims, in other words? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t quite understand? 

Q Do you consider it n~ceesary or advisable to sell to one or the 
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other groups in Europe 1D1tead of our own natiolllll defense? 

THE PR!SIDENT: I think we are aell1118 to eTerybody that cCIIlee and 

gets them at the present time . I~' t that the :rule? 

Q. Mr. Pree1dent, at Toronto today Mr. crCIIIWell, our W.n1ster to 
' ·. •. Canada, ·mAde a speech i n which he cri ticizee J\merioan isolati on-

iets and -.rna that Germany frankly and openly seeks to destroy 
•' 

t he 1nst1 tutions, the social and economic order upon which the 

Uni:ted States Government is :rounded. Is that the Official view- '" 
point of this Govermnent? 

THE FRESIDI'NT: I am afraid I could not co11111ent on a particUlar story . 

Q. Mr. John B. Kelly is the gentleman up i~ Philadelphia who was down 

to see you s ix week s ago when you discussed the Pennsylvania 

political situation with him? 

TliE PRESIDWT: Yes . 

Q. •Mr. Kelly, speakill8 before the Democratic V/CIIlen•s Luncheon Club 

in Philadelphia, quoted you as saying to him --

THE PRESIDWT: (intsrposing) You know I could not comment on a story 

of that kind, obviously. I would have to find out first what Mr. 

Kelly said ·he said. You know I never camnent on quoted stories of 
c.. 

that kind . 

Q Mr. President, have you heard anythi ll8 from Rome since Steve (Mr . 

Early) gave out --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Not a sill8le thing, Pete (tlr . Brandt) . 

The only way I can illustrate it was that somebody said that i n --

I thi nk it was a five-column lead in one of the most respectable 

newspapers 1.n this country that , when you went down and read all 

the stories under that head, it came down to this: that two heads 

• 
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ot OOverument had taken trains at distant places and had 11111t on 

top or a Pase and it was snowing, and they had eat 1n a railroad 

car .tor a couple or hours and when they came out they shook hands, 

each went to his own train and they went home. I think I have 

t old tbat story i .n about thirty-rive words. Well, that ill about 

all there was in the whole story. It 11! all that anybody knows; 

it 1a all tbat we know here; it i s all th,at anybody knows in 

London or Paris or Rome or Berlin, except the people who took 

part in 1 t. · • 

Q The Ve.tican seemed to have an idea. 

THE PRESIDENT: Now, well, I \1188 inter.ested in t~t. Vlho do you sup-

pose it was in the Vatice.n? 

Q The correspondents, I understand, have a tipster . 

TEE PRE'>lDmT: Oh, that 's the fellow. The courtyard in tront ot St . 

Peter's, ther~s a fellow there all the time on his hands and 

knees with a pail and a scrubbing brush . (Laughter) Tbat•s the 

tellowt I know bim. 

Q They pay him a hundred dollars a month. 

THE PRESIDENT: In other words, it we.sn• t, the Vatican? 

Q It wasn't the Vatican. 

'l'HE ffiE'3IDENT: Of course not. 

Q That is a long way to go for a handshake , (Laughter) 

THE PIUSIDENT: It was the boy who was sorubbing st. Peter's pavement. 

' 
Q Possibly. 

202 

Have you had any l!lore encouraging advices from Charlottesville 

about Franklin • e wife and her tall? 

THE PRESIDENT : It is a slight fracture or the hip. It means three or 
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or t our weeks in a east. 

~ Getting back to the airplane question. once again tor a moment: 

Where you discriminated betw~en .devices and planes, that remark 

would seem to indicate that you do not think there is much l ike-

lihood ot any secreta being given away as to construction or de-

sign . ~t planes. I s that correct? 
..<._ 

THE PRESIDENT: Yea - - something they couldn't get just as easily by 

sending somebody over to look at the thing. It ws did not sell 

a type of plane as late as the P- 40, because I don't know it we 

have cleared anything else -- well , what would you do if you 

were a Britisher? You would send somebody down to take pictures 

ot it and look it all over, which anybody can do . There have 

been pictures in almost every magazine 1n t he United States --

design and everything else. A lot ot aeronautical magazines have 

had cross sections of the mechanical parts. Vfuat would you do if 

you were a Britisher with that information? You would go and 

build them ~n Canada, wouldn't you? Well, I would rather have 

them built here . 

Q That illustrati on you used of a cross section in a mechanical 

magazine, is that a later type than the P-40? 

THE PKESIDENT: The one I sew was the P-40 . 

~ Could you give us your views on the Hatch Amendment in view of the 

changes made in the Senate? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . I gave you my colllDlnt a couple of weeks ego. 

c '. 
Q Can you tell us anything about your conference with Senator Donahey 

about a week and a halt ago? 

THE PRESIDENT: I em trying to think -- that was quite a while ago. 

• • - .. 
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About all there wae to it was that Vic (Senator Donahey) eaid 

he real ly, honestly did not want to run tor anything this tall , 

as he had remarked a year b etore and a year betore that, and 

still was ot the same ~4. 

Q Did you hear Farley' s speech Saturday night on tolerance? 

THE ·PRESIDENT: I read it and thought it was a perfectly grand thing 

tins. And, by the way, that brings up rather an interesting sub

"" ject that I am in a sort ot quandacy about and I think that most 

ot you will eort ot sympathize with me: When did we have the 

last Press Conference -- a week ago Friday? ¥/ell, somebody at 

that time asked me about an article by Ernest Lindley; , in other 
t .. , 

words, one or his columns. I said I had. not read it, which was 

perfectly true. I did read it afterwards , 

Now, here is the predicament and I would like to have a . 

little help and advice as to what a fellow does about it. You 

know that every day there are all kinds ot columns published in 

the morning paper~d afternoon papers, and t he best that can 

be said is that they}run the gamut from t he so-called respectable 

columns, which are, oh, about twenty- per cent wrong, something 

like that -- I mean, contain a twenty per cent average or mie-

statements, down t o the other column, which we need not charac-

terize, that rune eighty per cent of misstatements. 

Now, the question is this: I am asked a question in a 

Press Co~erenoe, "Is such and such a thing true in one or these 

columns?" It i s either •one or the respectable columns or one ot 

the other variety , 

If I once start, you know, trying to, I might say interpret-

.. 
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1ng or answering questions ' about things written in colllll!ls, 

thez:e 1s no end . I could not do it. We would have to have a 

Press Conference every day and, well, it would be _just one con-
( . 

tinual row between me and the columnists. So, I thilik tor seven 

years, I have always declined to camnent on statements that were 

made in columns on t be ground that they were not straight news, 

Now~ of course, that brings up the question, should I dit-
• ·' terentiate , should I decline to answer questions about things 

that are written by the less reputable people and answer questions 

about columns by people like Ernest (:rr.r . Lindley) a.nd good old 

Mark Sullivan, et cetera and eo on, the four or five so-called 

respectable columnists? (Laughter) . 

Now, of course, t hat creates a class and it is very diffi-

cult, so I have to apply th~ rule to the so-called respectable 

columnists. 

Of course, in thi.s case, obviously, those of you who know 

me that story ot Ernest Lindley' s was made completely out ot 

whole cloth -- obviously. But t hat is not the point. Of course 

I never said such a thing about Jim Farley, and the rest ot the 

story was equally false . The point is, though, that after I had 

said that day that I bad not read it, which is perfectly true, 

and the next Press Conference we did not hold, I stayed over at 

the White House, and the next I did not hold, I was thereupon .. 
accused by same of t he columnists, do -you see? deliberately 

accused of having , because I had not answered it, led peopl,e_ 

to believe that I had given o~t t hat interview to that Senator 

or Congressman or whoever it was. You see what an awful position 
I I 
I ' 
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that places me _in? There was a perfectly aimple rule that I 

do not comment on columnists • stories but it dose not seem to 

make it easy tor me when my living up to the rule ~s used against 

me. 

Now, the questi on ie, shall we maintain the ~le or not? 

! It seems to me the only practicable thing is to maintain the r ule 

and not to characterize as being true or untrue stories or that 

kind that are written by special writers. 

Q Mr. President, t his article was unusual in that it quoted you 

di rect - - thi s Lindley article . 

THE PRISIDENT: As having told something to this undisclosed &authern 

statesman? I · -
V 

Q Yes, sir • 

. THE PRESIDENT: There you are l Heavens , ha l f the columnists in that 

type or story use direct quotes from me to an undisclosed states-

man, southern or othervriee. (Laughter) I t happens all the time. 

Q How about this daily Press Con~erence? (Laughter) 

THE PRESID.Etv"'T: Well, I do not think it would be bad at all because 

Kannes would be taking it down and we would get out a real volume 

attar a while . I wouldn ' t mind . 

Q When do they start? (Laughter) 

Q Y'.e.y I ask if you are saying t hat the entire Lindl ey story was made 

out of whole cloth and that you di d not mention --
' 

THE PRESIDENT : The whole story, because I never tal ked along that 

line, in any way, to any distinguished stateSI'Ian from a.ny point 

or the compass . ' . 

' Q •can you tell us if you have discussed the question or the Danubian 

\ 
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federation with Archduke Otto when be vieited you? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, no; did not talk politics at all. 

What wae it over there (indicating another gentleman of the 

Press who bad started to ask a ~uestion etmultaneously with the 

last)? 

Q Mr. Pres i dent, ie any consideration bei.ng given to returning an 

ambassador to Berlin? 

THE PRESIDENT: .• No. 

Q In that connection, sir, a story would put it rather definitely 

that you have in mind the nama ·of Clarence E. Pickett to be 

Ambase&dor to Germany? 

'l'HE PRESIDENT: I have not heard of 1 t . 

MR . GODWIN: Thank you, l.:r. President. 

,. 
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CctammfriAL 
Pr••• Conterenoe #6~1, 
lxeoutive Ottioes ot the Wh.ite House , 
Marall 29, 1~, ~.0:5 P.M. 

(Mr . Harry Hopkins, who had been ill, ws present at this Press 

Conference. ) 

Q (ldr. GodWin) ldr . President, "Boss" Yollllg1-has asla!d me to take 

this seat, with your approYal. 

THE PRESIDENT: All right. 

Q (Yr. YOUII8) He is asag. 
THE PRESIDllNT: Yes, his feet are playing out on him. 

Q I'll say. 

Q Looks like the work is stacking up. 

THE PRESIDENT: No, it is going ve~ 

Q All that for us , Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDmT: I have got quite a lot for you. Loaded tor bear . 

J.!R . DONAlDSON: All in . 

THE PRESIDENT: In abOut three minutes t here will be presented to the 

Senate a number of nOmina-tions, Foreign Service officers, 

unclassified vice-consuls ot career and secretaries in the Diplo-

matic Service , also a new Assistant to the Attorney General and 

also the name·of a new Commissioner of the District of Columbia. 

! ·have had a good deal of difficulty in finding somebody to 

take George Allen's place because I had eet my heart . 9n f inding 

somebody in the District Who had certain. qualifications: first, 

preferably somebody who had been born in t he District; sec9ndly, 

somebody t hat had very distinctly the atmosphere of scholarship 

and secondly (thirdly) , somebody who was somewhat skilled in 

208 
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politics. After a good deal ot eearch I found just the IIIIU1 tor 

the place, a man wbo was the tiret white child born 1n the Dis-

trict (laughter); secondly, a man who was t he president ot a 

great college, a great institution ot learning, and thirdly, 

a ekilled politician -- Mr. 1ohn Russell Young. (Prolonged 

applause - cheers) 

So that makes it unanimoue. Now you haTe all got a job. 

We all know-it is going to be terribly difficult in the Senate . ' 
to get him confirmed eo every one of you is appointed a conmittee 

of one ~o see that we get him past the Senate of the United 

States. (Laughter) 

Q {Mise Craig) That is lobbying. (Laughter) 

Q Mr . President, we are all volunteers.· 

THE PRESIDENT: VI ell, I am very, very happy . It is richly deserved, 

Russ (Mr. Young), and some day you have got to make a . speech in 

reply -- you can do it now 1 (Laughter) 

Q (Mr. Young) Mr . President, I wish you had given me a little time. 

A lot of my scholars are hers and I am afraid I won•t show up 

to good advantage. 

It came a little sudden but I will say, sir, that I hope 

this has no politicalJiignificance to it (laughter) and I hop~ 

I am not held down to any particular terms. Anyhow, I will do 

the best .I can, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: You know, I told him, I told Rues this morning that 

he was just my age and I thought he ought to begin public life 

before it is too late, because, of course, he will be fairly 

old when t he question of a third term comes up. (LaughterY 
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~ Mr. Preaident, I .:luld like t o aak if the new COIIIIliellioner will 

bold preee oonterenoee? 

~ (Mr. Youna) I never heard of them. 

THE PRESIDENT: 'l.Wioe a day, 

Q (Mr. Youna) Never hefU'd of them. 

Q (Mr . Godwin) Row does he stand on suffrage? (Laughter) 

'!'l:lE PRESIDP.NT: Well, we havEr not worked that out yet. 

Q And is he dominated by any particular newspaper, do you suppose? 

THE :mESIDENT: Oh, no . Heavens! " 

Q He has never been in a newspaper office. 

THE PRESIDENT: He has been run by the White House Correspondents' 

Association all these years, you know. (Laughter) 

Q (Mr. Godwin) Well, I will tell you, Mr . President, my first feel-

ing is t hat t hat is one good way of getting rid of s boss. (Laughter) 

Q (L!r . Young) Let • s talk about something else. 

Q (ll.r . Godwin) It is all right ; fine stuff, 

THE PRESIDlim': All right; it's a grand thing. 

Tbe ~ther is a statement which Steve (Mr. Early) wil l give 

you copi es of. I might as well read it to you -- it is not very 

long: (Reeding) 

"Under Secretary of State Welles has concluded the mis
sion upon ~bich he wae sent to Europe and has reported to 
me and to the Secretary of State. 

"As I said when the announcement of Mr. Welles• mission 
was made, Mr. Welles was sent to Europe i n order to obtain 
i nformation with regard to existing conditions . He was 
nei t her authori zed to make, nor has he made, any commitments 
involvi.ng the GOvernmen~ o~ t he United States, nor was he 
empowered to otter, and he has not offered, any proposals in 
the name of this Government . He has not received , nor hes 
he brought back to me, any peace proposals !rom any source. 

"The information which he bas received tram the heads 
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ot the governments which he has visited will be or the great
est value to this Gove1'DIII8nt in t he general conduct or its 
foreign relati one. As was announced at the time or hie de
parture from t he United States, the information cammmicated 
to him by the Italian, German, French, and British Govern
mente will be ~garded as entirely confidential by this Gov
e1'1:1111ent. It relates to the views and :policies or the Euro-
pean gover=ents .mentio!llld. · 

"I am glad to say that Mr. Welles• mission has likewise 
resulted, through personal contacts and through the conver
sations which he held, in a claritlcation of the r elations 
between the United States and the countries which he visited 
and will, I believe, assist in certain instances 1n t he de-
velopment or better unders~ding and more friendly relations . ,. 

"Finally, even though there may be scant ilmnediate pros
pect tor the establishment of any just, stable and lasting 
peace in Europe, the information made available to this Gov
erllDlent as e. result or Mr . ?Telles• mission will undoubtedly 
b e or the greatest value when the time comes for the e ste.b
lis.l:anent or such e. pe~c;e ." 

(The President had accentuated t he underscored words . ) 

JUst outside or t his I suggest -- as Steve (Mr . Early) put 

it yesterday in his statement, in order to be helpful to all or 

you good people -- that you note these words, "even though 

there may be scant immediate prospect ." It means just what it 

says . It means, "scant immediate prospect." It is not. a prog

nostication tor the future because the word "immediate" means 

"in:mediate" and not "future" and, of course, none of us can tell 

frCIIIl day to day what developments take place or will take place 

in the European. field. It means "scant inmediate prospect" and 

nothing more . (Reading) 

"To ll.r. Welles go my thanks and full appreoi'ation for 
carrying out t his difficult ~ission with extraordinary tact 
and understanding, and 1n accordance with the best American 
diplomatic traditions." 

I think that covers that all right . I am afraid there isn't 

any mor.e news 1n it than what 1 s 1n 1 t • 
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Q. Mr. President, hae there caDe to your notice the preee reports 

concerniiig the White Book ieeued by the German oovermnent today? 

'mE PRESIDJ!NT: Only a telephone IDB11888e that t here •e eomething about 

it on the ticker, which I have not got and therefore cannot answer 

intelligently but, ott the record, or perhaps tor background, put 

it that • Y, I think e verybody ~should take with a gra.in ot salt 

any propaganda that ie put out 1D Europe at the present time . I 

would make that two grains ot salt -- anywhere . 

Q You know then, about what --

THE PRESIDENI': (interposing) The general purport. I n tact, make i t 

three grains ot salt. 

MR. EARLY: Let t hat go o~ the record. .· .. 
THE PRESIDl!NT: All right , you can use that . 

Q Is the st . Lawrence Treaty about to be signed? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t know; I have not heard anythiiig about it; I 

haven't had any report at all. ButteJ.o papers please copy. 

Q Bave you canvassed at any time the report that is around the Hill 

· that it would be possible to go ahead with this on the basis of 

a Joint Resolution and appropriation by t he Congress? 

THE PRESIDENI': I have not heard that at all. 

Q That is not under consideration? 

TEE ffi.ESIDENT: I never heard ot 1 t at all . 

Q Mr . President, there is a strong movement up in New England to get 

a district weather forecasting station. I wonder it you had any 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I , read about it in the paper and intended 

to ask the wsether people about it and forgot to do it . steve 

(Ur. Early) , will you or Pa (General Watson) take it up? I 110uld 

.. .. 
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like to have a report on i t. 

Q There was a report at the State Department that Mr. Bulli tt was . 

caning in to see you this atternoon . was that correct? 

THE PRESIDJ!NT: Not that I know ot. 
) 

Q Since Bullitt figured rather prominently in this White Paper by 
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Gel'llfiny, is there a probability that you will talk -- .. 

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of. He ie going back next w.!'ek and 

all I have is the expectation of seeing ~ tor a tew minutes 

before he goes. There is no appointment . 

Q In the light of business conditions as they are now, do you think 

a billion dollars tor relief will be enough for the next fiscal 

year? 

THE PRESIDENT: · I do not know yet • . 

Q What is Mr. Harrington likely to say to the Committee about that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think he is going up Wednesday of next week. or 

course, as you.know, on that relief situation it is terribly 

difficult to forecast employment and unemployment very , ,very 

far ahead and in previous years, as I remember it, we have 

generally sent up the best forecast we could make just as late 

as we possibly could. I think that in previous years it has 

been around the end of April when we have sent that up, and this 

year I don't suppose any final ac~ion will be taken until sanetime 
' 

in April. So I suppos·e we will, be~inning next Wednesday and con

tinuing up to the last minute, give the best figures we have. got . 

There will be nothing final yet because it is all g~esswork. 

Q Before the Woodrum amendment was put in which required you to 

spread tHe appropriation over the entire fiscal year, as I 

/ ' >. 
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r-ber it, you used to take it in about two wbacll:a. 

THE PRESIDl!NT: Yea. 

Q A3J.y prospects or returnil16 to that system? 

THE FRESIDl!NT: I wouldn't sa::y there was a prospect. The whole thing 

is completely open. 

Q No de:tinite recommendation will be made, then, by Colonel Hairing

ton next Wednesday? 

THE PRESIDENT: Only a tentatiTe recommendation, again subject to 

chal16e , so that we will get the last possible information 'to the 

Committee before they bring the bill out on the floor. 

Q There have been reports that a :tree band in handling this natter 

l!l8Y be requested? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q A :tree hand, that it is not so much a matter or different figures 

but leeway to spend the money according to need. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that was the same as what was said over here 

about changing the Woodrum amendment -- it comes to the same 

thing. As I say, there is nothing final yet. 

Q. Any basis for reports that they might ask for the elimination of 

the 18-month provision -- that you cannot hire a ~~Sn until 

a:tter -- , 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposil16) Not that I have heard or. 

Q. Will Mr . Harrington recamnend the lifting or the Woodrum amendment? 

THE PRESIDJ!NT: I do not know; they are going to discuss it • 

Q. Mr . President, are you going to Warm Springs in the near future? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. There are a lot of t h ings turning up 

·now. The cold is Tery, very definitely better, the flu bug, 
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but I bann•t •de ~ tiDal plana. I •Y go and I .-y not. 

We are on a 24-hour bade • 

• 
~ (Mr . Godwin) ~ you, l!r. President . I thi.nk we ban got a 

booktul and I tbank you, sir. 

~ Can you tell us anything about your visit with Budget Director 

Smith and the reorganization plans? 

TEE PRESIDENT: No, except it is a continuing thi ng . I hope to have 
.. 

another Reorganization Plan within the next week or ten days . 

Q Any decision been reached on the Forestry Service? 

THE PRESI~: I cannot· tell you anything, about it . The thing has .. 
not been buttoned up . 

Q Is it (referring to the Reorganization Plan) intra or inter? 

THE PRESIDENT: Both . 

Q Would you care to camnent on the House action on the Labor Board --

the wages and hours? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, it is still pending; they are not through yet . 

Q Thank you, J.lr . President. 

r 
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Executive Offices of the White House , 
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THE PRESIDENI': I was just looking around. I think: that "hen the new 

-
Dean (Mr. Godwin) is not here, I think: you (Mr. Thomas Reynolds 

of the U.P. ) take up more room than anybody in the front of the 

.room so, when the Dean is not here, the new Dean, you take it . 

Q (Mr. · Godwin) I think: he ought to take it anyway. 

THE PRESIDENT: No, you and I are older men. 

Q (Mr. Godwin) Sp~aking about old men, if you had been at J. Russell 

Young's party last night you would be twice as old. 

'l'HE PRESipENT: Did he have one? 

Q (Mr. Godwin) It is still going on. 

THE PRESIDENT: I heard the Press started as soon as they left this I ... 

room last Friday. (Laughter) I t must have been a good party. 
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Felix (Mr. Belair), are you keeping them under control pretty 

well? 

Q (Mr. Belair) Pretty well. 

(At this point Mr. Earl y introduced Mr . John i:ienry as Mr. J. 

Russell Young'~ succ~ssor on the White House assignment . ) 

Q (Mr. Godwin) Russ (Mr. Young) has had to take up his residence over 

in Casey's to keep away from the job seekers. 

THE P!lliSIDlNI': That is awfully funny . 

Q (Mr. Godwin) It is wonderful. 

THE PRESIDENT: Somebody ought to write that up. 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) r- 'think they will, in time, but tlley don't went to 

tell where Casey' s is. 
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THE PRESIDENI': That is a good story, 

.I{R, DONALDSO~: All in. 

THI!; PRESIDENI': I think the. only ,news is the Reorgani:z;ation Plan No. 

III which was sent up today. It is intradepartmental . I do not 

know if you have bad a chance to read it or not. It relates to, 

first, the Treasury Department, which relates to consolidations 

of certain services there under the direction of a permanent fis-

cal ~ssistaot Secretary, setting up a fiscal service. It brings 

together the ?ffice of the Treasurer of the United Sta·tes, the 

Office of Commissioner of Accounts and Deposits and the Public 

Debt Service, including their. various subdivisions and certain 

ot her related functions , (Reading) 

"The net effect of these ad ju·stments is to est abl ish 
~~thin the Fiscal Service t he Office of Fiscal As
sistant Secretary, t he Office of the Treasurer of 
the United Statee, and a Bureau of Accounts under a 
Commissioner of Accounts , and a Bureau of Public 
Debt under . the Conunissioner of Public .Debt . " 

The rest of it is all highly technical until you get do~~ to the 

Fed~ral Alcohol Administ ration and there it is proposed to put 

the Federal Alcohol Administration, t o correlate it with the ac-

tivi ties of the Bureau of I nternal Revenue, particularly its Al-

cohol Tax Unit- There will be a good aeal of saving of money in 

that. 

Any questions on that? 

Q Any amount of savings? 

TEE PRLSIDENI': Vie have the totals at· the end for all these things. 

The Department of Interior transfers the Bureau of Fisheries 

and t he Bureau of Biological SUrvey, or , rather, consolidates them 
• 
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into e new Fish and Wildlife Service. 
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Q Kay I ask a question there, sir? 

THE PRESIDENl': Yes. 

Q This is a negative question: that is, t he matter of · the transfer 

of Forest ry to Interior. 

T~ PRESIDENT: It is not 'here. 

Q Have you anything you ·care to say about the feet that you did not 

do it? 

THE PRESIDENT: There will be another Message , but do not get out on 

the end of a limb, sometime around the end of this week. These 

are all purely intradepartmental things. . . . 
Q Yes. 

TH!i. PRESIDENI' : It puts these two thi ngs which, of course, tie in very 

closely together, under one bureau with two assistants , one in 

charge of fish and the other one in charge of little animals . 

Q Anybody a t the head of both? .~ 

THE PRESIDENI' : One per~on at the heed of both. 

Q Have you made up your mind on whom? 

T& PRJ.;:;IDJ!:NT: Oh, no. 

' Then , in the Department of Agriculture , we are putting into 

effect whet is almost in effect now t hrough administrative chan-

nels. We are . consolidating the Divisi on of Marketing and ularket-

ing. Agreements of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration with 

the Federal Surplus ComJOoditias Corporation, a new single agency 

to be known as the Surplus Marketing Administration . This facili11) 

tates the work of' the OeJ?artment end there will be one person at 

the head of both. • • 
' 
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In the Department of Labor we are abolishing certain offices, 

many ot which have not been filled - - things called Commissioners 

ot Immigration and District Commissioners of Immjgration and 

Naturalization. I think , in the former , the (offices of the) com-

missioners have been vacant since 1933; I have never filled them, 

Q That refers to local cozrunissioners rather than Mr . HOughtaling? 
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THE PRESIDENT : Oh, yes ; nothing to do with him, just local commissioners. 

(J'!ead1ng ) 

"The former have been vacant since 1933; the latter 
impose an unnecessary level of supervision above 
that of District Director of ·Immigration end Natur
alization in certain of our ports and sho~ld be 
eliminated in the interests of ac·onomy and sound 
administration. " 

The Civil Aeronautics Authority: (This) Clarifies t he rela-

tiona of the Administrator of the Civil Aeronautics Authority and 

the five-member Board . (Reading) 

"The Administrator ie made the Chief Administra
tive Officer of the Autbori~' %~tn respect t o all 
functions other than those relating to economic 
regulation end certain other activities primarily 
of e rule-making and adjudicative cnaracter wnich 
are entrusted to the "Board. This vnll eliminate 
the confusion of responsibilities existin~ under 
the Civil Aeronautics Act and provide a more clear
cut end effective plan of organization for the 
agency. '' 

You know, you will remember when that bill was passed tnere were 

tb.ree different organizations in the Civil Aeronautics Authority 

there wee e five-men Board end tne~ t here WAS tne Adminietr~r 

end then t here was t he Safet y Board , ( givin~ you) e lsn~U8f:8 you 

could have taken almost any way. This is a. clarification thing . 

(Heeding) 

"Improvements and Savings: The principal 

0 



• advantage of the reorganizations proposed in this 
Plan will be increased effectiveness of operation 
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of the agencies concerned. In addition to improved 
service, eome economies may be expected , I estimate 
that immediate annual savings in administrative ex- · 
pense of approximately '150 , 000 will result . This 
comparatively emell amount in no way measures the 
worth of the proposals, In fact, if they resulted 
in no administrative savings at ell, I should still 
consider them worthwhile in view of the increased 
effectiveness of administration that will result . " 

Well , thot is just about all t here is, And then, With it , 

the legal language relating to approval .of accounts and t hings 

like that . There isn •t much of a story in that. It is just 

another move . 

Q Mr. President , what do you think of lol.r. John L. LeWis ' proposal that 

he is going to start a third term unless the Democrats name a 

Q (interposing) A third party. 

Q Third party, unless the Democrats name a Liberal - - (laughter) 

THE. PRESIDENr: I do not know why I should comment on that (any more) 

than nearly all of that type of news which I read in t he newspapers 

these days. 

~ Csn you tell us about your conference with Admiral Land yesterday 

-with relation to the laid-up fleet? 

THI!. PRESIDENI': Yes ; no decision made. 

Q Have you had your census taken? 

T.f!E PRESIDENI' : I have bad my census taken , with pictures, 

Q Do you ·went to say anything about it? 

THE PRESID~~: Well, I reed the questions through and 4&d no hesita-

tion in answering any of them. 

Q Bsve you answered them all? 

THE PRhSIDENT: I have not finished answering them all but· I have a 
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second eheet which I wo~t do until I get to ijyde Park and that 
is the agricultural sheet. . . 

~ As I understand it , you are being counted as a resident or 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue and you have to account for the whole house-
hold, do you not? 

THE PRESIDENT : For everybody, including the servants end everything 
else. 

Q Do you have to answer all that? 

THE P.R];SIDENT: No. My heevens l I did not know. I am sending for 

Captain Ker to give me the information on it . 

Q I t hought you were going to say you are sending for Senator Tobey. 
(Laughter) 

Q Did he ask about the bathrooms? 

~ Di d you tell him v.·ho uees your swimming pool? 

Tllli PRESIDE.NI': I do not think they a eked me that . I would have been 
perfectly willing t o (tell them) though. 

Q You have to answer as the heed -of the household , 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, the White House? 

THE PRFSIDENl': Yes. And then, of course, probably what will happen 
is that it will be sent up from here because there are .. a great 
many questions I cannot;answer -- it will be sent up to the Super-
visor in Dutchess County so that when I get up there I will be 

met on t he front doorstep by t he local fello': to fill in the data 
relating to Hyde Parle. 

Q You are accredited to Washington, D. c. , aren ' t you? 

THB PRhSID~: Not as a legal resident, no . 

Q No, but for counting, are you a part - -

' 
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THE PRESIDENI': Tlult is a t hing I do not honestly know. That is a 

technicality , I said t o Mr. Austin (Director of the Census), "You · 

will have t o look t hat up and I will take your decision o~ it just 

so long as you do not count me twice." 

Q. Was t here anythill8 about a mortgage? 

THE Plm'!IDENI': Whet? 

Q. A mortgage on the White House? (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: No, because, you see, that falls in the cat egory. of 

over $5 ,000 . (Laughter) 

Q. Mr. President , oan you tell us about your conference w~th Commie-

sioner Belvering of the Internal Revenue Bureau the ot ber dey? 

THE PRESIDENT : Oh, we just went over the estimated tax receipts in a 

very preliminary way and they won't be ready until about the end 

of this week to give me t he estimated figures for the balance of 

this fiscal year and also, yes, also the estimated receipts of 

income taxes for the balance of this calendar year. 

Q Was Mr. McNutt mentioned? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . 

Q. Mr. President , the Senate Commerce Committee t oday presented a bill 

call1IJ8 tor $200,000,000. for navigation, on the rivers and harbors 

project. Have you any comment in view of ?lhat has been said in 

tlle past? 

THE PRESIDENT: The only thing I can do , I t hink,' is to tell you a 

s t ory: I have had two visits, one was from Judge ~hittington of 

the House Committee and the other was from Senator Sheppar d, Sen-

Ator McNary and Senator Bailey, representing the Senate Committee • 

They t old me they were very anxious to get through some kind of 
J 
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a bill this year so that everybody would feel sweet or perhaps I 

should say sweeter -- an authorization bill, not an appropriation 

bill , and, therefore, of course, being only an authorization bill 

it would not have any effect on the budget or anything like that . 

So, of eeoh of these groups, Bouse and Senate, I asked e 

question • . I said , "How many millions of dollars of authori~ations 

are now on t he book?" They said, "About 650 million dollars worth. " 

"Well," I said, "you and I know perfectly well that the Gov

ernment would no more appropriate 650 million dollars worth of 

these river and harbor things; I could not _possibly do it inside 

of several years ." I said, "I have a distinct objection to piling 

up these hundreds of millions for more authorizations. " 

So, in both cases, they said, "But , of course, as a matter 

of fact on these previous aut horizations there are somewhere 

around a couple of hundred million dollar s , we ell know, of proj

ects already authorized which will never be built . " I said, "Gentle

men, I will make you e proposition: If you ·will el iminate , by law, 

cancel out and repeal 250 million dollars ~~rth of existing author

izations, I will sign a bill for 200 million dollars worth of sub

stitute projects, " 

~ell, of course , t hey looked at me, t hese good people, and 

they said, which is perfectly obvious , they oould not get a bill 

like that through. 

So that i~ the way the mett er stood when t hey left here. 

Q You are still - -

TBE PRESI DJ!:m': (interposing) That was pili ng, what is it , Pelion upon 

Ossa? 

, .. 
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Q (Kr. Godwin) It is Ossa upon Pelion. 

I 
(Note: Webster ' s dictionary indicates that the Greeks used "Pelion 

upon Ossa. ") 

THE. PRESIDJ!Nl': Same idea. Whet is the use of more authori:z.e.tions when 

you have enough now to last for a generation? 

. Q Does that apply to flood control as well? 

THE PRESIDENl': Yes . 

Q Have any reports of the Pennsylvania flood situation come to your 

personal attention as yet? 

THE PRI!.SIDEI'll': I have not heard anything since last night. I got a 

report this afternoon -- the Red Cross has the situation well in 

hand and will handle it just like we have done in previous floods .' 

Q Whet can be done about those floods up there? Is that a Federal 

proposition or do you think the State should do a major portion 

of the wo~k on prev~nting these floods in the future? 

THE PRESIDENI': That is too general. You have to specify whet river 

and where. 

Q The Susquehanna Valley . 

THE PRESIDENl': Well, you know we have, as you know, in the Susque-

hanna Valley we nave a Corps of ~gineers ' plan-which is being 

worked towards, and there has been a great deal of construction 

work done in the past three or four years. Of course that plan, 

if carried out over a period of ye~rs in an orderly way, will prob

ably succeed , when it is finished, in curbing these very disastrous 

floods . It is a little bit -- it is to be taken from the point of 

. view of the whole river watershed, just like the Tennessee Valley . 

You see, the Tennessee Valley, in another two or t hree years , it 

. . l 
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will be eo controlled that we will eliminate approximately 25 

million dollars worth of annual damage, which occurred 1n the 

Tennessee Basin before the T.V.A. started to work . It will be a 

net annual saving of about 25 million dollars. We will put the 

Susquehanna on the same principle, 

~ Therefore, Mr. President, any action on the part of the State which 

would b~ in the nature of a reci sion of funds or a termination of 

expenditures in cooperation with that program could be termed 

shortsighted? 

THE PRESIDENI': Could be what? 

~ Could be termed shortsighted to not spend any money? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard any suggestion of that kind but , ob-

viously, the more local cooperation we get the quicker i t will 

•• be done. 

Q Can you tell us about your interview wi th former Governor Brann of 

Maine? 

THE PRESIDENT: J'uet came in to pay his respects. 

Q No politics? 

THE PRESIDENr: No. (Laughter) 

Q Brann end no politics? (Laughter) 

~ Returning to the rivers and harbors question for a minute, on the 

l ine of reasoning yo~ indicated as a barrier to additional author-

izations now, would that apply to the St. Lawrence too? 

THE PRESIDhNT: Well, there is nothing in prospect on t he st. Lawrence. . ' 
Q AaaW111ng your treaty is going up soon -- is it going up soon? Can 

you say or not? 

THE PRESIDE;oll': I don ' t know. It is just another of them things for 

' 
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t he tutur e . 

Q Mr. Pr esident, the Panama Canal improvements, would thi s discuss ion 

here have any applioatlon to the Panama Canal improvements? 

THE P~;rDENr: N5) . As a matter or ract , I told them that that was, 

as rar ae I knew, there were only two -- wait a minute, now that 

is a dtrrerent subject . You are on appropriations and not author-

izations. You see, that is an entirely dirrerent subject , but on 

that subject or appropriations, the Panama Canal has been author-

ized and or course I want the amount of money that we asked for 

restored in the ~enate and, in the same way, there were one or 

two projects that were , oh, whet, two- thirds or three- quarters 

done and for common- sense reasons ought t o be finished , l~ke the 

Utah project -- I think I spoke about that lest t ime - - where we 

had finished the dam and the reservoir end it wae all ready for 

the water but we could not put the water into it until we put a 

tunnel through t o bring the water through. Well , obviously, we 

ought to do that . 

Q Whet about the Senat e wire-tapping investigation? 

THE PRESIDENr: I do not know anything about it . I did not know they 

were going t o do it . What committee is that? 

Q I think it is the subcommittee of t he Interstate Commerce Committee. 

THE PRESIDENI': Not the La Follette Committee? 

Q No. 

THE PRESIDENT: I never, heard of it. -
Q Jmy comment on your talk this morning with Bullitt? 

TaB PRESIDENT: No, except to say good-by 

' the plane to~orrow and of course, as 

to him. He is leaving on 

you know, he wee t o have 

226 



• 

• 

.. 

.. 

632 -- l2 

lett about ten days ago but his little g irl had an aooident, fell 

ott a horse, and he wanted t o stay until he was sure she was all 

right . 

~ Did you get out this afternoon to look over the arrival of spring? 

THE PRESIDENt': I di d - - I hed a nice hour ' s drive . 

~ Bow tar did you get ? 

THE PRESIDENI': I went around and around and around . (Laughter) 

~ Anyone in mind for the Third Circuit Court vacancy? 

T.HE; PRESIDENI': Third, Third, what is that? Pennsylvania? 

Q He said, "First" - - New England? 

THE PRESIDENI': No , thet only came ill the d:ay before yest erday. I 

heve not talked about. i t at all. 

Q ~~en do you plan to leave for Hyde Park? 

THE PRESIDENT: I hope to go up either around the end of the week or 

the begi.nni.ng of the next week just for a couple of days. I heve 

got to put in 50,000 trees. 

Q Anybody in mind for the Interstate Commerce Commission vacancy? 

THE PRlSIDENr: Not yet. I am establislling whet they cell a file . 

Q The Securities and Exchange Commission? 

T1:llt-PRESIDENT: The same thing; I em est ablishing a file . 

MR. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. Pres-ident. 

• 
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CONJ'IDlNI'IAL 
Preee Conference 1633, 
ExecutiTe Otticee of the White HOuse, 
April 5 , 1940, 11 ,15 A.M. 

. ~· ,. 

T& PRESIDENl': Where is Russ (Mr. Young)? Isn 't he doing newspeper 

work? J 

Q Here he is. (Laughter) 

TEE PRESIDENI' : Well , you will be here after the fifteenth --

Q (interposing) Will the Hatch Act cover commissioners who act as 

reporters? 

TEE PRhSIDENT : I think it does . I think it does. It means that after 

the fifteent h you will be sitting over here on the sots . 

Q (Mr. Young) Thank you, sir. 

T~ PRESI DENT: Right between Lauch (Mr. CUrrie) and Dan (Captain 

Callaghan) and I em going to open the thing up and let the Press 

ask you questions. 

Q (lolr . Young) It will be pretty hard, sir -- for you. I would bate 

that job . 

THE PRJ:SID:e:tn' : Don' t you think it wUl be funny, Earl (Mr. Godwin)? 

Q (Mr. Godwin) Yes, let ' s do it . 

THE PRESIDI:.NT: lie will do it. You and F'elix can act as s committee 
, 

of two to cook up the questions. 

Q I think Felix (Mr . Belair) would rather ley on the couch than ask 

quest ions. 

Q Does that mean that this Press Conference is a political activity? 
! 

TEE PR~IDOO': Whet ? 

Q Does that mean t hat this Press Conference is a poli ti eel scti vi ty? 

TEE PRESLldENr : Oh, absolutely. 

.. . . . 
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MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: We ere raising e very nice question here in the front 

row as to whether Commissioner Young is not covered by the Batch 

Act at the present moment and whether this Conference isn' t a 

political activity on his part . 

Q (Mr. Young) They can•t vote, sir. (Laughter) 

TBE PRESIDENT: Well, he still has ten days of private life; just think 

of that. Isn•t that nice? 

Q (Mr. Young) It is telling on me too, sir. (Laughter) 

TEE PRESIDENT: Yes , he says it is tell))ng on him. 

I do not think I hsve anything particular today. I am going 

to HYde Park, I pl an to, tomorrow at noon end stay there until 

Monday. I have a good many things to do up there such as choosing 

the tint for t he walls of the new Library and things of that kind , 

·seeing t hat the trees get planted. 

Q Mr. President, did you discuss Missouri politics with Governor Stark 

yesterday? 

T$ PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q Anything in particular? 

TBE PRESIDENI': No. (Laughter) 

Q Mr. President, have you had a report from t he Weather Bureau on a 

Boston district? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not . Steve (Mr. Early) , will you look into that 

because, to tell you the truth, I" forgot it . 

Q Is there another Reorganization Plan imminent? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not imminent. I hope next week • 

Q Do you wish t o say anything regarding your participeticn in the Pen · 
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.American Day exeroises? I think you are soheduled to speak there? 

THE PRESIDENI': I am speaking there l.n the morning ana then they are 

all ooming to lunch with me. I have not prepared anything on it 

yet . .• 
~ Mr. President, Wendell Willkie, speaking before the Town Hall in 

New York (Boston Chamber of Commerce) yesterday, charged that the 

New Deal was out to get him if it was the last thing it did • 
. , 

(Laughte r) Have you any comment to make on that? 

THE P~IDENl': I think the comment has already been madE! b:( the Press 

Conference, the roars of laughter. Of course nobody takes things 

like that seriously. 

Q. Mr. President, are you for or against t he \\'alter-Logan Bill? ... 
TEE PRESI DI!m: To tell you the truth, I have not read it and do not 

know what st6tus it is in. I have no idea. There is this to be 

said for bills -- I do not even know if the bill as it is in its 

present status falls into this category or not -- but if the de-

partments of the Government, incl uding the quasi- judicial commie-

sions, are required to transact all of t heir business under the 

law under which they exist in accordance with the usual practice 

and procedure of courts, courts of law, where there is e pl aintiff 

or a defendant in civil oases and a prosecutor end a defendant in 

criminal cases, it means that under those rules of practice and 

procedure one side or the other, either the plaintiff's side or 

the defendant ' s side, can slow up the machinery of Government on 

ordinary administrative matters, putting it -- giving to the side 

with the most money, it really comes down to that, the opportunity 

to slow Governmental procequre up to an unconscionable degree. I 

'• 
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think everybody wants to avoid that in the ordinary carrying on 
.: 

of Government business. That really is the big question. 

Q Mr. President, is there a disti~otion between a new type of operat-

ing agency and a.n old-type regulatory agency that tbe Logan Bill 

overlooks? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you would have to get specific oases. It is too 

hard to -ahner that as a general question •. 

Q I think he is referring to the Federal Trade Commission which was 

eliminated under an amendment passed by the HOuse Judiciary Com-

mittee when they reported out the bill . They eliminated the Fed-
, .. 

eral Trade Commission and various other older agencies and in-

eluded the S. F.C. and various new agencies . 

THE PRESID:ENI': On what ground? 

Q Well, that I , do not know, That was up to them. 

THE PRESIDENT: It would be interesting t o know what the ground was 

for having a differ ent rule for one quasi- judic.ial body and a dif-

ferent rule for another one. 
' 

Q Do you think that the fault of which he spoke is inherent in the 

Logan-Walter Bill? 

THE PRESI DENT: I don't know. I do not know what the language or the 

· status of the bill is at the present t ime. 

Q Then your statement -- .... 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) My statement relates to principle, I 

just said that I have not read the bill and I do not know what 

its present status is. It may have been completely changed from 

the way it was originally introduced, which was a year ago. 

Q It is on the House calendar. I think you will find, as between the 

.. 
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Senate and the Bouse , I do not know whether it has been changed 

in any great detail or not. 

~ The Bouse li.ad a rule on it several weeks ago. 

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot talk about the bill itself because I do not 

know what is in it. 

Q Mr. President , have you received any radio report :from Admiral Byrd 

yet that would indicate his present plans? ' 

THE PRESIDENT: V1ell , he has left . I got a radio from him about a week 

ago , a week or ten days ago . He is on his way up to Punta Arenas 

or Valparaiso -- I do not know which. He said this year ' s mission 

has been accomplished very satisfactorily end he has left two 

bases ashore , twenty- five men at one base and thirty at another 

do you remember the actual :figures, Dan? 

CAPI'AIN CALLAGHAN: A total of fifty men. 

THE PRESIDEi)11': A total of fifty men altogether in those two bases , and 

in the spring, their spring which means our autumn , as soon as the 

ice conditions permit , there .1rlll be en expedition down there to 

relieve these men. Meanwhile they will work on meteorology and 
/ 

all kinds of sc~ent1fic thi~s during the winter. 

~ Does that depend on further appropriations? 

THL PRESIDENT: ~hether t~ me~ get back from the Antartic does de-

pend on additional appropriations. 

Q By leaving them there ~a could keep possession of the country? 

THE P!ThSIDENr: There might not be any m.en. 

Q The Washington Poet had a story this morning sayi~ there was a 

drive for a one-year extension of the hull Trade Agreement law? 

~ould that be satisfactory? 

.. 
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THE PRESIDENl': I heard about that yesterday afternoon and I suppose 

the beet thing to do ie to talk about it from a somewhat novel 

point of view in Washington in a campaign year, to talk about it 

from the point of view o:r the national good. That ie almost un

heard of -- I mean it takes our trend of thought beck to something 

we are not accuetomed to these deys, the national point of view 

regardless of party. ~e all know that tariffs are a headache 

from the point Of view of any administration or any Congress end, 

furthermore , that when a tariff is up for discussion or l egisla

tion, industry and agriculture both are thrown somewhat into con

fusion; they do not know what the future is going to bring forth. 

It slows up t he economic processes of the country. I might put 

it this way: That if i t were the custom tor the Congress to re

v~ite the tariff of the United States either in whole or in pert 

every year, it would be a very bad thing for the Uni ted States, 

no matter whet the administration was . We have all had -- the 

older people here, I think , have seen a great many examples of 

that, whet happens to the country when a general tariff debate 

(occurs) . Now, next year, if t his bill eoes through on the basis 

of a one-year bill , I think it would be very harmful tor the ~a

tion, no matter whether we have a Rep~ican administration be

ginning the next twentieth of January or a Democr atic administra

tion, or ~ Republican Congress or a Democratic Congress , no matter 

who the individuals ere that are t he heads of such an administra

tion , in the very first year of such an admini stration to have t o 

go into the whole subject of tariffs again es, i.n a sense, we are 

doing at t he present t ime. I thi~ it i s very harmful for the 
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United St ates . 

The present statue of the bill , I think it is a three-year 

bill , seems t o me a reasonably good thing for the oountry as a 

whole, r egardless of party and, personally, again thinking in 

terms of the United states, to bring up the tariff subject -- be-

cause t his trade agreement matter is essentially a tariff subject, 

general tariff -- to brina it up again next year I think would 

be bad for t he country no matter whet administration is here a 

year from now. I think that fs the easiest way of putting it . 
' 

~ That would not disturb the present trade agreement s , though, if t he 

bill should lapse, if the law should lapse? 

TEl!. Pl&SIDENI' : No, i t brinas up t he subject n.ext year. You have a 

general tariff debat e . If you put a one-year limitati on, up she 

comes again right after the twentieth of January. 

~ Can you .say anything about your conference v.it h dlr . Woodrum today? 

THE PRESID~vr : Oh, we are going to t al k about relief. I don' t know 

what we are goi ng t o talk about, just relief. 

~ Do you think there will have t o be an u~ward revision of the r elief 

estimates next year , ~. Presi dent ? 
\1) 

TBE PRESIDEI'Il' : I do not Kllow; we s ·re just in tlle discussion stage. 
-MR. GODl'IIN: Thank you , Mr. President . 

• .By the President's direction the foll?wing i s included as 

part of this ~rees Conference: · 

"Over the Coffee''by Harlan Miller 
(l!'rom the ltashi ngton Post, 4/5/40) 

" SUAINE.H Tl!E SIU.Nl' 

"Not in t he memory of the oldest cave-dweller 
has t he Capital encountered anything eo aggravating 
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as the stone well of Sumner V.elles ' silence . 

"Avid wi t h curi osit y, i f only for a word pic
t ure of Hermann Gor ing wol fing cream puffs and kum
mel, they can •t even induce the Undersecr.etary of 
State t o reveal whether Hermann wore jodhpurs, 
kilts or a toga. 

"Nor will li\r , Y.elles say whether Hitler whis
pered , yelled, cooed or ranted in their conversa
tion. de simply won ' t discuss it . 

"One wily newsman tried t o finesse him into 
some sort of a revelation by mentioning .en official 
press release in Berl in after his conversation vnth 
the Fuehrer. 

" ' No, ' said Welles, ' that ween' t after my talk 
with Hithr ; it was after Dly talk with Ribbentrop. ' 

"Mr. r.elles doesn ' t mean to be aggravat ing, 
nor to withhold enlightenment from Americans. He 
has simply made a gentlemen' s e.greeme.nt with ni's 
confreres overseas to refrain from talkinR, aud be 
intends t o keep his end of the bargain. So far 
the European bi~shots have kept theirs. 

"Thi's hllsn 1t prevent ed some l'lashinp.tonians, 
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by au exercise of mental tel epathy, from proffering 
voluble versions of whet ~~s said at each end every 
one of welles • conversations in Rome, Berlin, London 
end Paris. \ 

"He simply smiles and says be hasn ' t communi
cated with any of them in any way , not even by 
mental telepathy. Only disclosure so fer : He got 

~ cold in some of the hotels and trains. 

"llelles has observed privately that if be 
viere to comment even on trifling matters (for 
example , on how J4useolini looked or how Chamberlain 
sounded or what kind of a necktie Daladier was :-veer
ing , or how people looked on the streets) his words 
woul4 be twisted by pundit s , conunentetors and ana
lyst s--and if not by them, then by the cable con
densers and the foreign translators--into something 
subtle, pregnant and signi£icant . 

"At the \,bite House thez:e is a hint of a sound, 



' 

sensible reason for all thia reticence: 
-
•SUJmer loelles may hue to go to Europe egain, 

to gather further inside intormation trom the eame 
sources, whan and if an appropriate, hopeful situa
tion ari-ses. 

"Even if be hadn 't promised silence , an eye 
for the future would prescribe it. Hie sources 
might shut up like a clam. 

"But t his being the kind of Republic it is, 
open and above board , one can't help wishing Mr. 
Welles could give us an inkling. 

"Still , it is fascinating to speculate on 
some of the riddles to which clues or partial 
answers are looked in Mr. Welles ' ample cranium: 

"How likely ie it that Goring may succeed 
Hitler for the sake of a sort of peace? 

"Does Hitler intend to launch his bombers 
against London this spring? 

"Would Chamberlain make peace with Hit l er, 
Goring, Hess, Goebbele, Schacht, or whom? 

"Yoill Britain get into the Black Sea to block
ade Russian oil headed toward German tanks? 

"How healthy is the axis this spring? 

"Are there any secret understandings with or 
about Russia? 

"Are the bigshots thinkill8_ of a United States 
of Europe? 

6.3.3 -- 9 

"Things will happen, of course, to throw light 
on what sort of conversation Mr. ~elles encountered. 
As Mr. Hull would say, there will be developments, 
phases and ramifications • . 

~-. 

"In fact, there's already a ramification. 
Berlin' s release of allegedly phoney documents in
tended to prove America' s •war guilt, ' timed t o 
coincide with Mr. ~elles ' return, indicates Hitler 
didn ' t feel he had made a good impression on Welles , 

.. 
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or Tice Tersa. 

"It is preposterous to expect diplomats and 
heads of goTernments to disclose their conversa
tions permaturely. 

•Every man knows a wooing can 't bs conducted 
under a spotlight , and even a peacemaker must look 
out for a sock in the nose. 

"But secret diplomacy isn ' t popular in the 
U.S.A., and the St ate Department might ss well 
reconcile itself to being badgered for revelations-
especially by some of the screwballs on the Hill 
who prefer to believe a Nazi propagandist rather 
t han an official who belongs to the opposite polit
ical party in this country. " 

., 

I 
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CONli'IDml'UL 
Press Conference i/634, 
Aboard the Presidential Special Train, 

en route trom l:lighland•, N.Y., to 'l'iashington, D.C. • 
April 9, 1940, 2.15 P.M. 

THE PRESIDENT : Well, John (llr. O' Donnell) how ere you? 

Q (Mr. O•Donnell) Fine. 
..· . 

THE PRESIDENT: Slide up in the corner, big boy (to Mr. Reynolds) --

way up in the corner -- go on, you are not halt way there. That ' s 

better. George (Mr. Durno) I V/ell, did any of you go to sleep 

again last night? 

Q Two or three did . 

THE PRESIDENT : George, what paper do you represent'? 

Q The Police Gazette. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think you represent the "Caeca ret Monthly." Maybe 

we had better say the "Milk of Magnesia !lonthly" . 

\'Jell , you know as much as I do. 

Q Can you make any coDDDent on the foreign situation, sir? 

Till> PRlSIDhNI' : No. 

Q You have been in touch with l'lashington t oday? 

THE PRlSIDENI': Yes; a number of times. 

Q In t ouch with any of our men abroad, sir? 

THE PIW3IDENT: No. 

~ No transatlantic calls? 

THE PRESID!NT: No; that is what they call a radio fake. (Laughter) 

Now, don•t print that. You wo,uld hurt Carleton's (Mr. Smith's) 

feelings. 

~ Any steps to be taken to see what can be done about our neutrality 
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• l aw and its application in t he pr esent situation? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is up to the Stat e Department . I can tell you 

t his , that there ere two questions involved: First is a neutrality 

proclamation (e) in regard to (Denmark) - - because as far as we 

can t~ll, this is the sort of thing I can' t even say whether it 

is involved in the case of Denmark because there hasn' t been any ., 
fighting. The question is, is there a war going on between Germany 

end Denmark? It is a metter of looking into that question. 

Secondly, in the case of .Norway, we probably won ' t know anything 

about that until tonight, as to the legal s t atus of it . 

However, the question of a neutrality proclamation is involved 

in both cases -- meybe. 

And the other thing is a question of the extension of the 

proclamation over closed waters end, as fer as 11·e can tell by the 

reports already received, the zone of warfare has been extended 

north of the line which was drawn lest Sept ember and would, there-

fore, call for a new supplementary proclamation. 

All of that data is being got to~ether and will be taken up 

on my arrival in ~ashington. 

Q. You ere going to see Secretary Hull? 

Q Anyone else? 

THE PRESIDlNT: Oh, there will be various people to telephone to. I 

don ' t know tbat I will see anybody besides the Secretary and the 

Onder Secretary of St ate. 

Q. Heve we been approached by llorway or Holland with the proposition 

that t he neutrals should ~et togetner ~nd by some uniteu action 

.. 
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bear down on violations of internati onal law, such as --

T& PRESIDENT: ( 1Dterposi.Dg) t.ot that I lcnow of. 

Q The Dutch were talking about that very strongly beck in the days of 

the Alt mark incident when I (Mr. O'Donnell) was there and this 

action -- do you think that would be feasible? 

THE PRESIDENT : I don ' t know. I .~ven't the faintest idea. My mind 

does not travel sa fast as yours. 

Q I am sorry, sir ; I didn 't get that. 

TRJJ: P.Rl<:SID:bl\"1': I · said, "My 1nind does not travel as fast as yours . " 

In other words, it is so highly hypothetical -- not sa a question 

but as a subject. 

Q This Altmark thing might open --

T.l:lli. PRl!.':>IDl!.liT: (interposing) Put it down as apeculati ve • 

Q ~ith Germany claiming Greenland and Iceland --
' 

THl PRlSIDENT: (interposing) tenmark does not possess Iceland -- it 

is an independent republic. 

Q (Mr. Durno) All I know is whet I read in the papers. (Laughter) 

'fill: PRl:.SIDENr: Iceland is an independent nation 

Q (interposing) Controlled by Denmark. 

Thh PRlSIDENr: It is not; it is not controlled by Denmark. It has the 

oldest parliament in the world . Iceland has, as its king, tne 

same fellow who happens to be King of Denmark and , as a matter of 

saving money, they use the !Janish consuls and 1ninisters inst ead 

of using their own . Our Minister to Denmark is also accredited 

" as Minister t o Iceland, with a separate document . ' 

Q Which is a coincidence , I suppose? 

T.l:lli. PRESIDENT : No; no; tb~t is the sovereignty status . 

~ , 
' 
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Q. Really? 

THE PRESID:mt': Sovereignty statue; sure. You boys ere learning e lot . 
•• 

Go on -- what i s the quest ion? 

Q. Well , get baok to Greenland , then? 

THE PRESIDENT: Whet about Greenland? 

Q. If Germany has taken Denmark, 'dose that extend Garmany ' s domain into 
'i'" 

Greenland? 

THE PRESIDENT: You mean sovereignty? 

(A pause foll owed by laughter) 

Q It is getting a little tough now. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: You see, the trouble is this: We are .all talking about . . . 
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things we don ' t know anything about. Nobody knows what has happened 

to Danish sovereignty at the present time. ~here is Danish sover-

eignt y? Has Germany taken Denmark or has Germany said to Denmark, 

"We ere occupying you temporari ly and at the end of the war we 

w11.1 restore you to the control. You still retain the sovereignty. " 

Nobody knows, so it is one of those things we can 't talk about . 

Denmark has got sovereignty over Greenland. 

You run into another thing, just to show you how silly it is 

converB;Stionally and how difficult it is to write stories correctly. 

It is highly speculative the whole damn thing. I don ' t know. Sup-

pose, for the sake of argument t here is a ·litt le corner of F~ance 
J where John (Mr. o •bonnell) was during that terrible experience he 

bad up at the front where he got his wound stripes end things like 

that; euppose t here is a little corner of French territory that ie 

occupi ed by the Germans? All right. Now, tll.ere wouldn't be any 

sense t o ask about- the Gel'IIISll control over Martinique. You see 
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the point? It is an absolute parallel. 

(Pause) 

Go on and shoot; you are good. 

Q,. Do these developments abroad of the last 48 hours - - the expansion 

I of the war zone -- bring the war closer to the United .States? 

THE PRESIDEm': I think you can put iuthis 11!ly: t 'hat the events of 

the past 48 hours will undoubtedly cause a great many more 

" .Americans to think about the potentialities of the war·. And 

stop there. Now, there is no implication -- don't read anything 

in as to what we are going to do or not going to do . Just what 

it says -- it will cause a great many more Americans -- which is 

a grand thing -- to think about the potentialities of this war 

in relation to the United States t han they have been doing in the 

past six months. (Pause while notes are being jotted. ) I warn 

you, somebody is going to get hung if they try to hang something 
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on that statement that isn ' t in it, In other words, it is a damn .. 

good thing for Americans to think about the subject and not take 

everything for granted. 

Q Like Ice1and, I suppose. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, 1 t is a grand thing to speculate right along that 

line. But , of course, it is wholly speculative -- you have to 

recognize that. I don ' t the least bit mind speculation on the 

part of the public -- not the writers. 

Q Stories out of Canada this morning say that Mackenzie King is coming 

to the Unit~d States and will probably drop into ~ashington . 

-· 
T~ PRESIDENT : I haven't heard about it but he generally does take ·a 

holiday around t ·his time of the year. I haven •t heard t~t he is 

I 
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going to but I will be delighted if he does beoause he generally 

does stop on hie way south or north to see me . 

Q. I suppose this is e question which has been asked before but it is 

only my (.Mr. John O' Donnell) eeoond conference in a long time: 

A:re you planning t ·o send 
: 

THE PRESI DENI': (interposing) You know, ,fohn, now he almost has the 

technique of the British press . It is good . (Laughter) 

Q. (Mr. O'Donnell) I didn't think I was as bad as that. (La1J8hter) 

I get criticized for many a fault but that is a new one. 

THE PRESIDENT: No, but it is an entirely different technique rrom what 

we use . Go on . That is not a slur at all, It is very interest-

ing . 

Q After the introduction, the ·question was v1hether the situation has 

arrived at a point where we want an Ambassador in Berlin. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think at every Press Conference for the past six 

months (I have said) I don ' t know anything about it; never heard 

of it. 

Q. May we put it this way: Has Wilson completed his mission for whioh 

he was reoalled?, 

THE PRESI DKNT: I think he is on ~pecial duty in the State Department. 

That is all I oan say to you. 

Q I think he has resigned as Ambassador -- resigned the ambassador 

status. 

~'HE PRESIDENI': I don •t know. Did he? Didn't he -- this is off the 

record -- didn't I read in the paper that he was doing some work 

.for Hoover on the Hoover Relief? 

Q I am not aware of it if it .was published, 

1 
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Tim PRESIDENl': Maybe I am mixed up with Hugh Gibson. I think if you 

will check you will find that .fhlgh Wilson bas been doing work for 

BOover on the campaign for Finnish funds . I am not dead sure . 

~ Mr. President, do you anticipate that a pr oclamation might be is-

sued some time t on ight on the neutrality? 

THE PRFSIDENl': It might. I cen1 t tell . When you get there you bed 

better -- what time do we get in? 

MR. HASSE'l'T: Eight o ' clock. 

THE PRESI DENl' : Well , we would not know until nine. Call up the office 

around nine o ' clock. I woul d know by that time if something is 

coming out • 

~ V.e 'till be there. 

THJ,. PRESIDENT: You be there and I will try -- you know it is one of 

those things I can't promise to hold up until morning if it is 

after nine o ' clock because it might have t o b~ issued tonight, 

but I will know definitely by ten as to whether something i s going 

out or not and get it to you just as quick as the old mimeograph 

will work. It depends a little bit on how they are doing the 

home work during the day. 

oP 
There was something else about Hyde Park tbat I wanted to 

mention . I have forgotten ~hat it was. 

Q Norwegian pine? 

THE PRl!.SIDENpet Now, t here is another case that is highly speculat ive. 

Lest year I lost the llhole damn crop. 

Q You thought it was good for the American people t o speculate? 

THE PRESIDOO': Yes. There ores something. and I can 't remember whet • it was . 
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~ I t waen ' t the dream cottll8e this t rip? 

THE PBESIDENl': What was the thiii8 about the dream cottage? 

(No answer) 

Q. Have you heard anything from Illinois or Nebraska today -- the pr1-

maries? 

THE PRESI Dmr : No . There are certain things like pr1mer1es and poli-

tics which sort of get eclipsed by the news of the leat 48 hours. 

They don ' t seem to have quite the same relative importance that 

they bed before -- except as space filler. 

Q Some people also get eclipsed in them too . 

T.t:ll!! P.RESIDli.Nl': In what? 

Q. Some people get eclipsed in the primaries . 

THE PRESIDEm': Well , they may and they may not. There are some things 

' 
more imp'ortant than anybody getting eclipsed. 

MR. Blil.AIR: Thank you, Mr. President . 

. . 

,·~-------
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