CONFIDENTIAL
Preas Conference #6535,

Executive Offices of the wWhite House,
April 12, 1940, 10.40 A.M.

@ Good morning, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning.

@ How are you today?

THE PRESIDENT: Any lete news from.tha other side?

Q@ Just more of the same. Cennot tell whether that is a conclusive
‘battle or not. At least, I cannot -- maybe you caﬁ.

THE PRESIDENT: No; absolutely conflieting statements.

Q A very interesting incident in Denmark, sir. ‘The British bombed
the communications center in Denmark and the Germans said, "If
that is true; if the circumstances are ss reported it may form a
new base for our operations.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: At eleven o'clock I am going to sign the Trade Agree-
ments Extension 4ct in the presence of the people who did so much
to get it through and there is a statement with it which Steve
(Mr. Early) will give you right away, when you go out.

¢ Sir, the people who did so much to get it through would include
Secfatary Hill --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Senstor Harrison, Congressman Doughton
and Secretary Wallace.

I do not think there is anything else I have got on my mind.

@ Will you teslk taxes with Hf. Doughton and Senator Harrison while
they are here?

THE PRESIDENT: No, just the signing of the bill in the presence of the



-

photographers, (Laughter)

Q Mr. President, can you clear up the F.A.A. gituation? The Order

says that the F,A.A. is to be abolished and Mr. Alexander says
he was authorized by you to tell us that he was merely to be ab-
sorbed and that his Administration would be a separate unit, which

does not ==

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Well, the two statements are completely

)

consistent. Imn ﬁthﬂr words, in Federal Alcohol Control, as you
know, they have a greast many people who are carrying oput the duties
of Federal Alcohol. They are carryfng gut the duties under the
law. They are not going to be fired, they are gaing.to be retained,
of course, because they are all people who are doing excellent jobs,
a great mﬁny of them are on civil service and they will be used

in the same way that they have been used before, the great bulk

of them. There will be some savings -- it is merely a question of

whom they report to. Thet is all.

Mr. President, do you plan to send up a special lessage on W.P.A.?

THEL PRESIDENT: I do not know. They are talking of it up there on the

Y

Hill and I will probably see Congressman Woodrum and Senator Byrnes

L

and various other people in the course of the next week.

Mr. President, do you care to comment on the transfer of the Civil —

Aeronautics Board?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, there again, the present existence of the machinery

of Covernment remsins intmet. The principal change is to carry
out the objective of reorganization plans: There is an unfortunate
person, called the President of the United States, and instead of

having to talk to forty-five or fifty different sgencies, which is
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physically impossible, we are trying to reduce the number of people
‘that he has to talk to. The present organization will remain in-
tact except that we will save certain top salaries. In other
words, the Air Safety Board work will continue, just as it is
geiné on now, only instesd of having to use an Air Safety Board
it will be handled through the C.A.A., the Administrator and the
Secretary of Commerce up to the President. It is merely a labor-
saving device. :

@ THe statement is made in eriticism of yo;; Order -- the statement --
I think this came from the Senate -- |

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Probably, (Laughter)

i =-- that aeromautic safety is imperiled.

THE PRESIDENT: Spina;h.

{ Spinach?

THE PRESIﬁENT: Spinach, In other words, all the work for air safety
that is being done t;E;y is going to continue and the three gan-.
tlemen at the top, I think, are all ig agreement that it is per-
fectly possible to abolish three jobs and put in one men to Tun
the Bureau.

@ Mr. President, several years ago, when P.W.A, was being started,
‘you set aside or esrmarked or whatever it was called at’ the time,

several miilion dollars for grade crossing work and that was

about coincident with the time of the crash out here at Rockville.

Over in Prince Georges County they had a crash end I have had

several letters asking what hse happened to the President's road

safety or road crossing elimination program. As I understand it,

the progrem is going ahead. It has never stopped, has it?

-




THE PRESIDENT: Oh, my, no. I would be afraid to say offhand how many

million dollars has been spent by the Government on a matching
basis with communities and states. You would have to get the
figures. There havalbaan literally hundreds of grade crossings
that have been eliminated as a result of that program. I imagine
all of that money has been either spent or obligeted a long time
8g0.

@ Yes, it has. This simply is a locel matter of some interest because
I get so many letters.

THE PRESIDENT: TYou had better check on inis. I think the total
amount of money -- this is just a guess -- but I think it is
$40,000,000. that metually has been spent on grade crossings.

@ In this Prince Georgés County crash there has always been a dispute
bétwﬁen the county and the railroad or the State and the county --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) As to how they would pay. Yes, that is
right.

¢ Would the violation of the integrity of Greenland raise the problem
of applying the Monroe Loctrine?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I think you are about -- you are v;ry, Qary pre-
mature.

In regard to Greenland, I- have been reading the encyclopaedia

and various other works on Greenland snd I have also talked to a

number of geographers and geologists, et cetera, and from the

point of view of very, very encient history, the Island of Green-

lend, in its fauna and ite floras and its geologzy, belongs much

.more closely to the American Continent than it does to the Euro-

pean Continent; that is the very simple fact. Still, at the




present time, and I am looking at it more from a humanitarian

point of view than a political point of view, there are about,

roughly, 17,000 human beings in Greenland and the Danes have --
of course nearly all of them are Eskimos, full-blooded or part-

blooded, and comparatively few pure white Dmnes, Europeans, I

think only a few hundred. The Danes have done an awfully good

job with the Eskimos. They hé?a a system of cummunity governments,
where each small settlement of Eskimos and perhaps a few white
people among them are self-governing, and the thing has worked
awfully well, both from the social angle and also the economic
angle., But, in spite of that, Denmark has hed to send up, every
spring and every summer, a certain number ﬁf supply ships to . take
to tﬁe population of Greenland certain necessities of life which
‘ ! they cannot reise or grow among themselves.

I have got the Red Cross looking into the question of fact

as to the needs of these 17,000 people in these small communities

on the east comst and the south end and the west comst of Green-

land during this coming summer so that we can be reasonably cer-
! tain that they won't starve through next winter and they will have

certein things they ought to have. It will be primerily a gquestion

| _ of relief, which should be handled by the Red Cross, and I think

| the Americen people -- it won't involve any large sum of money be-
cause there are 17,000 total population -- and Ilthink the American
people will be glad to chip in and help those people go through

the next winter if their supply ships from Denmark are cut off.

" I think that covers it.

.Q Thank you.




Q Suppose Germany oceupies Greenland, any part of 1t? Won't the po-

"1liticel question arise --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I think you are awfully hypothetical,
Fred (Mr. Essary).

Q Well, there are a lot more like me. I hear 1t discussed everywhere
and read discussions of it in nearly all the papers I read.

THE PRESIDENT: I think {tmia grand that thﬁ American people are learn-
ing something sbout a subject that very, very few people have
thought of before. The number of people in the last three days
or two deys that have come to me and said, "By gosh, have you
looked at the map?" "Sure{ I have been looking at the map."

. : ¢ Everybody has been pulling out an atlas and they have been read-

ing the Encyclopsedia Britannica, just the wey I did, but it is

‘ all to the good. | ;

@ Don't you think a globe is better? [Laughﬁar]

Q 1Is this interest of yours in this stetement relating to the possible
relief of the Eskimos something of your own or was it suggested
to you by the Danish Government? y

THE.PRESIDEHI: No, no. ,I will tell you how it came about. Urs. Ruth
Bryan Owen, Mrs. Rhode, on her wey-back from Denmark four or five
years ago, stopped off in Greenland and took a lot of pictures
and showed them to us st the White House one evening and I got
quite thrilled. I have been thinking a lot of those paoplé-up in
Greenland the last few days, thinking in tamﬁwf these pictures,
the very interesting life they are living. I invented 1t%; it is

all right; nobody else.

c Q Iceland is not included?



Tﬁﬂ PRESIDENT: No, I am thinking in terms of Greenland.

Q Do you consider, sir, that Iceland, by its flora and its fauna --
(laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I only had time to do Greenland last
night. (Laughter)

Q Mr. President, could you straighten us out on your conversation
yesterday with Commissioner Fly?

THE PRESIDENT: I wanted tu_find out what the Commission was doing
about this television thing. It is a very, very -—.it reduces
itselfl to a comparatively simple statement but a rather difficulst
problem, Television, undoubtedly, has a great future and there
are all kinds of claims made for it, that it is going to put mil-
lions of people to work, et cetera and so on. Well, it will put
some people to work that are nat'now-wnrking but it won't be any-

“thing .like the advent of the automobile or the advent of the radio
for the very simple reason that in people's homes the development
of television will mean thet one set, the present radio set, will
include television. It will put more people to work but nothing
like these exaggerated claims.
But the more important question is the question of monopoly
control and that gpts into the technical realm. ‘The Commission
'wants to be quite certain, and I.khink they are right, that in
this new art we will have the same kind of competition on three
angles that we have in things like radio and things like the auto-
mobile -- when the sutomobile patents were pooled, the old -- what
were they, the Winton patents, around 1908 -- way, way back?

Q@ (interposing) The Seldon pstents.




o THE PRESIDENI': Yes, Now, that causes a technical question. We do

not want to get into a pueition in this country where one company

can control all sending, Now, in the radio field we have a pretty

effective competition: we have a number of national broadcasting

companies; we have a great many regional broadcasting companies;
we have & great many local, purely local, broadcasting companies.,
Now, that is the transmission end. On the reception end, any home
in the United States can pick up any broadcast it wants to pick
up. (You have) complete freedom as tD.Wﬁﬂ you are going to tune
" into and the development of the television ought to follow the

game general line so that on my television set, as the thing de-
velops, I would have a choice of stetions under s competitive
system -- I would have a choice of picking up a prize fight or a

. Town Hall meeting -- it is very much the same thing, of course,
but at least I would have the choice. (Laughter)

Eventually, I would be able to get a foreign television
broadeasst -- not ready for that yet, but it will come -- so all
the Commission is doing is working aslong the line, absolutely, in
favor of fhe development of television just so long as the country
is absolutely sure that it is going to bé put on a competitive
basis with no one organization controlling sll of the sending and
every set in the homes being able to pick up any television band
that it wishes to pick up.

As I say, it is technieal; it is being-studied and I think
probably in the course of this spring and summer the thing is
going to be worked out so that the television sets can be put in-

t to productioh,




Q Can you tell what is the attitude of the industry towards this
feature of monopoly? -

THE PRESIDENT: There are quite a number of companies that do not want
it monopolized. weil, for instance, -- do not use this because
I do not want to advertize the company -- for inetance, Philco,
which I think is one of the 1arggst manufacturers of radio sets,
they want to be quite sure that whatever television set they add
to their radio set will be able to get reception from a number
of different sources, which is reasonable. The industry is -- the
bulk of the radio industry today, I think, wants it put on the
seme basis ag radio is today.

Q Mr. President, the Jones-weaver Farm Credit Bill -- does it have
your approval?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know enough about it to answer the guestion.
I am going to study it the next few days.

MR. GODWIN: Thank you, bMir. President.
a8
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Press Conference #636, .
Executive Offices of the White House,

April 18, 1940, 10.46 A. M.

Q Spring is here,

THE PRESIDENT: Got your summer clothes out?

Q Is that a new suit or is that the nice old ome you have?

THE PRESILENT: No, the 'nlﬁ one. I have had it two years.

Q@ It is grand looking stuff.

| THE PRESIDENT: This was made at Hyde Park; it is very nice.

Q Do they still make it up there?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Nellie Johannsen,

g Great stuff, 2

IMR, DOMALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I thought I would have a Press Conference today so that it
would not interfere with the 1little game on the train tomorrow going
down. (Laughter) What are all you laughing at? (Laughter) Don't you
wish you were going, Earl (Mr, Godwin)?

Q (Mr. Godwin) Yes.

THE PRESIDENT: I wish you were.

In about twelve minutes -~ you will have to hold it until it is
actually ready I:aca.usa there is a letter Steve (Mr. Early) has for you
on relief, It is not a Message. I would say it is a letter to the
Speaker, which would be referred to the Chairmen of the Appropriastions
Commi ttee, It says: |

(Reading)"In submitting to the Congress my budget for

the fiscal year 1941, I included an item for relief and work

relief which provided the smount of approximately $975,000,000

for administrative expenses and the cost of project operation

of the Work Projects Administration. This represented a re-
duction of approximately one-third from the amount which was

o




made available for these purposes in the current fiscal year,
and if used for the twelve months of the fiscal year 1941 will
provide an average employment of only about 1,330,000,

"In the message transmitting this budget, I commented up-
on the item for relief and work relief by saying: 'If condi-
tions fail to meet our hopes, additional funds may be neces-

8ary."!

"The preparation of the budget was completed in December,
1939, at which time industrial activity in the United States
was at a very high level. I regret to inform you that the
hopes which I entertained at that time and which were based
on the industrial outlook then prevailling, have not been
sufficlently realized and that it is therefore in my jJjudgment
now necesdary to adopt measures for dealing with the situation
which exists today and which may be guite confidently predicted
for the next few months.

"The industrial production index of the Federal Reserve
Board for December stood at 128, afi all-time bhigh. In January
it declined to 119, and in February to 109. The preliminary
index for the month of March is 105. It is hoped that it will
not go lower than this." '

Of course, 1t 13 wey above this time last year.

"It is extremely difficult to predict at this time the
volums of employment in private industry that will be pro-
vided throughout the whole fiscal year 1941, The present
indications are that leaving out any violent fluctuations
which may occur due to events abroad, private employment in
the fiscal year 1941 will be as high as in the fiscal year
1940."

Well, that 1s the only prediction that is made in this letter.

"There is certainly at the present time no information
available to justify a reduction in the program of the Work
Projects Administration below that which has been carried on
in the current fiscal year with an appropriation of approxi-
mately one and one-half billion dollars.

"In my judgment the most loglecal action that the Congress
could take at this time would be to appropriate the budget item
for the Work Projects Administration but to lodge diseretionary
authority in me or in the Commissioner of Work Projects to ex-
pend this amount in the first elght months of the fiscal year,
on condition that unemployment conditions in the country are
such as to reguire such expenditure within that period., I can
agsure you that if this discretionary suthority is provided in
the Appropriation Act, the sppropriation will not be expended

" within the eight months unless 1t is absolutely necessary to
avold suffering and hardship.
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"If the appropriation is mede with the provision which
I have just described, the incoming Congress will have the .
period ffom January third to March first, 1941, to deal with > ’
the question of the need of providing funds for the last four
months of the fiscal year, if such need is then apparent. It
may also be necessary, in connection with the consideration
of this question, at that time, to give attention to the re-
lated question as to whether taxation will be necessary in
order to provide the needed funds.

"T would like to make it clear that I am asking only for
authority to exercise a limited discretion in the expenditure
of the appropriation, and that I am not asking that the prin-
eiple of apportionment which is written into the current Appro-
priation Aet be abandoned. I believe it is entirely proper and
advisable for the Congress to include the apportiomment prin-
eiple in the Act, but this principle can just as logically be
extended over the elght months period as over the entire fiscal
year." .

So that covers that pretty well. Are there any questions on 1t%

Q It has been suggested, Mr. President, that that recommendation amounts to
an eight-—mp::lths' appropriation. Anything you can say sbout that?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. Tpat is exactly the point and it is an awfully diffi-
cult thing to describe in =& héafiline but I think you can deseribe it in
a lead., Obviously, anybody with any common sense knows that this year,
far less than any previous year, are we able to predict what .is going to
happen during the; fiscal year 1941, We do not kmow. All you have fo do

is to read the deily papers and listen to the reports from the other slde

to realize that we haven't got the foggiest idea about whether we are
going to have a boom or not in this country., The economists do think that
the fiscal year 1941 will provide =s much employment as the fiscal year |
we are in now, Now, that is all they are willing to talk about. If it
does provide as mich, we will probably have to spend a large part of this
$975,000,000 in the first elght months -- no question about that. But,

if there is more employment, it would stretch further. Now, nobody can
tell, not even a MM of Congress can tell how much employment there is

going to be in the fiscal year 194l.




Q Why do you say "not even a member of Congress™?

THE PRESIDENT: Because I saw in the papers this morning that quite a lot of
them have 7a§? definite ideas on the subject.

Q Mr. President, are you going to say anything more about raising the debt
1imit or taxes?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. You see, on your debt pleture -- again it 1s awfully
difficult to do much more than guess. If we do not have the $460,000,000
taxes that we recommended on the third of Jamuary -- and, of course, we
all kmow that in all probability Congress is not going to give us 460
millions of additional taxes at this session, then the question comes,
"fell, what happens to the final deficit estimated for the fiscal year
1941?" That is pretty hard to tell but there are various possibilities
that are worth thinking about. Maybe Congress will cut the total of my
Budget estimates for expenditures in the fiscal year 1941 a couple of
hundred million. Now, that is always possible, Then we have got to
remember thet an appropriation that is made by this Congress i1s not nec- |
essarily spent in the fiscal year 1941 as, for example, the famous case .
of the item they added in the Semate, the parity payments. Well, of
course, everybody kmows that that particular appropriation probably --
practically none of it will go out of the Treasury in the fiscal year
1941 because it applies to crops that mature in the summer of 194l. Soy
there 1s a chance -- and I em very keen to see it happen -~ that the
total eppropriation by this Congress that would be spent in the fiseal
year 1941 will be two or three hundred million dollars below my Budget.

And it is also aﬁtiruly possible that the tax receipts in the

fiscal year 1941 might be up another couple of hundred million dollars

go, from those two sources, two or three hundred million less expendi-

tures then were budgeted and a couple of hundred million more in addi-




tional taxes, there you have got an amount maybe equal to the 460 million :f‘,r ".',

of taxes which we are not going to get. (s

Now, is that clear?

Q@ Mr. President, I think it is perfectly clear -~

THE FRESIDENT {1ntﬂpasing]= I have tried to make it as simple as I could.

Q =-mayI arak you this: Do I gather that this is your hope or your definite
pradict:l;:i on this? '

THE PRESIDENT: Hope, hope, and again --

Q (interposing) Would that be true of additional expenditures for relief?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q Would that be possible with additional expenditures for relief, assuming
that there is an additional expenditure for relief? |

THE PRESIDENT: Well, there again you are assuming there is going to be. I do
not know. I haven't any ides =nd I do not think we can assume if.

Q Cean you tell us what you think of Senator Pepper's suggestion for a defi-
clency appropriation for relief now? '

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard of it,

Q You are assuming that the parity payments will go through?

THE PRESIDENT: Not necessarily. There was some discussion yesterday of
doing -- in the long run it is as short as it is long -- instead of ap=
propriating t_ﬁ; money, of authorizing the Secretary of Agriculture to
enter into contracts with farmers, parity contracts, very mnh the sdame
way that we used to emter into contracts, and still do, with the governors
of states in regard to building highways, which meens an obligation on
fha Congress next year to pass the appropriation for it to be paid aut

in the beginning of the fiscal year 1942.

' Q Has your main legislative program been submitted to Congress?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes,




Q Any further --

THE PRESIDENT (interposing): I do not think there is anything else.

Q Are you looking for any a‘.l.ll legislation at this session?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not kmow; 1 hafa not followed it lately; could not tell you
Q On the matter of oil have you advised the Justice mparhnnnt_yet as to what
course he thinks they should follow in this controversy over the sub-

merged oil lands in Southern California, the row over title?

THE FREBIDEHT I have not; I have got a report from the Attorney General
somewhere in the bottom of that basket and I am going to read it down at
Warm Springa,.

Q@ Read it down there?

THE PRESIDENT: Yeas.

Q Do you expect to submlt the St. Lawrence Treaty?

‘ THE FRESIDENT: I do not know. Do you know when it is golng to be signed,
when and if?
Q@ No.

THE PRESIDENT: MNeither do I.

Q Would you care to say something on the implications of Secretary Hull's
gtatement last night on the Duteh East Indies?

THE PRESIDENT: No; I think what he told the Press yesterday covers the thing
all right.

Q What was that?

THE PRESIDENT: The Duteh East Indies, What the Secretary of State told
everybody yesterday, I think covers the situation pretty well. In other
words, we all hope that the status quo in the whole of the Pacific area
can be maintained in the general interests of peace. |

‘ Q Mm Rogers, of Massachusetts, suggested yegterday that the United States

establish a protectorate over Greenland and I understand that the May
: e r)'j




Harper's Magazine has an article suggesting that we buy Greenland,

you seen that suggestion in the magazine or --

THE PRESIDENT (interposing): No.
Q -- or any comment om --
THE PRESIDENT (interposing): Of course, Semator Reynolds has some suggestions

about the West Indies and a lot of people have happy thoughts these days.

Q Cen you tell us what you and Jim Farley talked about yesterday?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, we talked about a lot of things., (Laughter) We talked

about the permanl._ent chairmen and the temporary chairman of the convention.

Q Talk about candidates?

THE PRESIDENT: No. (Laughter)

Q Mr. President, I think the Young Democrats would like to have you say that q -
you are going to address them by radio and if so, where. Is that next |

Saturday?

THE PRESIDENT: - I am to address them from Georgia Hall at Warm Springs -- is
that Saturday night?

MR, EARLY: Saturday.

THE PRESIDENT: Saturday night. I have not written it. I am gni::-g to try to
write it going down on the train tomorrow. It will be short and sweet and
probably to the point.

@ Cen we take that as an announcement that you are going to Warm Springs?

THE PRESIDENT: I am going to leave sometime this afternoon or tonight, -a_arir
in the evening or in the middle of the night, and the train will be kept
ready, I suppose at Atlanta, so that within two hours th;a train will be
fueled up and I will motor from Warm Springs to Atlanta to come back, if
I have to., Which reminds me of the terrible commotion -- what was 1t? q
just about a year ago -- when I sald goodbye at Warm Springs and that I |

would be back if something did not happen, if there was not a war. And,
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of course, I was terribly ecriticized for this by the people who had’
better information about international affairs than I had. And this year

- .
o o e, AR

I am going to Warm Springs snd I might just as well say it now, probably,

without any fears of criticism, that I am available to come back on an

hour's notice in’jcuu things get worse.
Q Tat is the way to put it.
THE PRESIDENT: Aﬁdthaym-Idnnutknm.
Q Aren't you to see the editors this swening?
THE PRESIDENT: OCh, yes, that is right. I would not leave until I had seen
them. |
Q If you were not going to see them, you could tell us now what you were
going to tell them. (Laughter)

MR. GOIWIN: Thank you, Mr. President.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #636-A,
With Members of the American Society of Newspaper Editors,
Held in the State Dining Room of the White House,

April 18, 1940, 9.00 P. M.

(There were about 275 present, each one of the members being greeted per-

sonally by the President.)

MRL DON STERLING: Mr. President, the members of the American Society of
Newspaper Editors are truly grateful to you for receiving them for the
elghth consecutive time in this historic mansion.

And to my colleagues who are your guests tonight I would again
acrul.nﬂ a note of caution. Whatever the President of the United States
may say to us on this occasion is "off the record™. And by "off the
record" I mean "off the record™ in every way the phrase implies.

The good faith of the organization is pledged that nothing said
here by the President will be published or repeated in any form, nor
used as & basis for publication or repetition.

On other occasions a few of our members, subsequent to the White
House Conference, have innocently become the means of transmitting some
of the information acguired hers. I urge members to refrain from dis-
cussing what transpires at this session with any save fellow members of

the Society.

Mr. President, we would welcome from you any comment you may care

to make on the foreign situation, national defense, lahur-rela'binna, un-

employment, public debt limit, taxation -- and may I have the temerity
to add -- any other subject that may be uppermost in our minds.

(Laughter)

THE FRESIDENT: The first order of business is that Don will give me that

list of subjects.




MR, STERLING: Here they are.

THE PRHEYI‘: I can hardly realize that th.‘l.u is the eighth session that we
have hed. It has given me, probably, a good deal more of a kick than
it has you during these previous seven sessions to talk things over.

We have had all kinds of questions and all kinds of replies.

There is only one thing I want to find out: You remember last year
T raised the question aboit Dutchess County, that Dutchess County was
not represented in this room. I understand they applied for membership
later on. I8 there anybody from Dutchess County here?

Q I am representing Dutchess County. I am from Westchester and I represent
Mr. Dick Coong, who asked me to tell you that his application is in.

THE PRESIDENT: All right; as long as you represent Dick Coons, it is all right.

I do not know that there is anything in particular I can say at
this-time except perhaps to go back a little bit into the past, As you
know, I am accused of being an optimist. I never have been nearly as
mich of an optimist or Pollyanna as you gentlemen, not once in all the
geven years., I have been an old-line conservative. I have viewed with
alarm all kinds of things that were happening, whereas :}ou were not.

As you will ramr:bar,(%&at year you thought that I was -- oli, let
us say an "alarmist"™ about the situation of the world amnd, after cur |
Conference in April last year -- I do not know whether it was a case of
cause and effect or whether it was pure mental telepathy or coincidence --
after I saw you in April we went through May and June and well into July
and I think I told the members of the Congress of the United States just
what I told you, that events in the world were not so happy and might
result in war., But I was solemnly assured by brethren who were in the
legislative branch of the Govermment, some of them who have now passed

to the great beyond and others who are still alive, that I was all wet,
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just the way, in effect, you told me last April., But the fact remains

that I was right and most of you, the majority of you, were wrong, and

a lot of things have happened since then. We won't go into that; you
xnow them just as well as I do. I em only wondering, from the point of
view of giving information to the country, as to whether the country
realizes the possibilities, the pﬂtﬂntiélitiaa of a world situation and

I am trusting very largely to the press to bring the situation frankly
to the attention of the American public because I think they are entitled
to know it.

You cen do it just as well as I can; I do not have to tell you any-
thing. All you have to do is to read the dispatches from across the
ocean.

I think -- I do sense in the past ecouple of weeks, perhaps, an in-
creased desire, a willingness on the part of the American public, to
think things through. I can ftell you this, because this is all off the
record, as you know: My wife came back from a lecture trip of three
weeks and she noticed, even in the past week, thet people were beginning
to teke thelr heads out of the sand and beglnning to say to themselves
end in questions to her, in the last week of this trip, "What is going
to happen 1f? What is going to happemn 1f?"

Before this Denmark episode and the Norway eplsode, there weren't
nearly 28 many gquestions by the public.

"What is going to happen if?" That is the firat time that I have
seen a more general willingness on the part of the American publie tog
say, "What is going to happen if?"

Well, I think that you gentlemen are just as able to write forecast
stories and to think things through editorially as they are in the news-

paper colyms -- beceuse there is still a thing known as a colored news




story after all these years; I think I talked about it seven years ageo
for the first time. I think you can get people thinking just as well as

I can on that question of what happens to the United States rife, I
think you have got a very definite duty to start that thing going around
the country -- end not take a positive line on it because no human being

can do that. There isn't anybody that C:'l;'l.'l:l. answer the question, "What

happens if?" I cannot; the State Department cannot. But you and I and

the.public are beginning to realize a little bit more that there are

certain rather more clear implications by way of answer to that question
as affecting the Americen future, and I cannot help but feel that it is
a pretty good thing for this country to analyze the queation.

J—'LEII have said to 2 lot of people that have come in to see me lately
they have talked glibly about all sorts of foreign nations -~ I have
asked them the simple question, "Where the hell is that country, the

country X?" And in an amazing number of cases -- members of Congress,

members of the Senate, members of the press -- when I pinned them down

as to where that place is, they have not known. Now that is the plain
fact. Of course I do have to admit that we do know an awful lot more,

as a nation, 130 million people, about international geography, inter-
national pogulatinns. international implications, than almost eny other
population in the world, end what has happened since 1914 has ﬁaan an
amazing performance. I have commented on it in these meetings before. °
We are carrying in our newspapers more foreign mews than in the news-
papers of any other nation in all the world. But it did not start until
1914. We carried probably less than our share prior to 1914. But,
during those war years, the press of 'tha Nation got -- what shall I say? --
gmgraphy-—mindad- and since then our Nation, even in the little county

papers, has increased (its foreign news) in proportion in an extra-
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ordinarily satisfactory way, so that the American public is better in-

formed. But I do not know that I can say that that is a real accomplish-
ment, because I think the American public, the best informed in the
world, is still very badly informed about the world. In other words, it
has got a long ways to go.

Well, I am going to ask you all to ask me any questions you want
afterwards. I have got Don's list of things.

National Defense: I think I can say one rather interesting thing

for those people who think in terms of the Budget more than they do of
any other topic in the world, that this year we will probably spend

over two billion dollars on the current national defense bill of the
United States. And that does not count the other bill, pensions for
former wars that run to amother billion dollars, interest on the publie
debt, half of which is due to former wars. In other words, a total of
about a billion and s half a.s the cost of former wars. The total
deficit, in very round figures, this coming fiscal year, begihning on b
the first of July, is going to be somewhere between a billion and a

half and two billion dollars and national defense, in other words the
current maintenance and operating budget of the Army and Navy and Marine
Corps, is respomsible for two billion dollars. Then, former wars, by

way of pensions and the old portion of the national debt that can be
charged up to the World War, =re responsible for annfhar blillion and a
half, So, we have two billion dollars for national defense and a billion
and a helf for former wars, which is three and a half billion dollars,
and the total defieit will be only between & billion and a half snd two
hilliun, 80 you can draw: your own conclusions as to one reason why we

are continuing in these days to create a national defiecit.

Then we come down to the third subject, Labor Relations: T don't
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know == 1 suppose the easiest thing to rlﬁ for you good people would be |
to esk to come to your formal dinner, Bill Green and John Lewls, and

give them a half hour apianl.nhand then a free-for-all for another hour,

So mich for labor relations, (Laughter)

On Unemployment: The gentlemen whom I referred to the other ﬂéat,
at the Gridiron, as having a well-developed sems of rumor, the columists,
the interpreters, had a perfectly grand time this month as to unemploy-
ment figures, so I sent for one or two of the so-called economic ad-
visers -- oh, more thﬁn that, five or six of them -~ some of them in the
employ of the Govermment, some of them in the employ of private buslness,
and I said to them, "I noti:ie that you have given a figure on unemploy-
ment in the United States. Who is an unemployed person?™ Well, they
began to hem and haw and no one of them ever gave me a definition,

I used certain examples which, perhaps, were not fair, I said, "I

have got a girl friend, a graduate of Vassar College, been out about '

three or four yeasrs. She was not very happy at home, stepmother, so she

gaid to her father, 'I think I have got to gzo my way and live my own

life.' And father said, 'All right.' 'How much are you going to allow

me?' 'Well, you know I am a poalr man. 1 sppreciate the living condi-

\tiuns at home are not so easy; I will give you ten thousand dollars a

year.' She said, 'Is that all?' He seid, '"That is_§ll; I am a stern

parent,! ; ; '
"So she went her own way on ten grand and she tried to get a job.

She got a job with Delinsator; she had no training -- she thought she

was good -- and they fired her at the end of the month. Then she went

to Vogue and Vogue fired her at the end of the month and now she is

hangingifrnund the night clubg_saying. 'T belong to the great army of

the unemployed and when the census taker comes around I am going to

&
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tell him all about it. I am unemployed.' ALl right.

"Up in a place, & certain place I lmow, there is a fellow making
fifteen hundred dollars a year. He has a daughter, twentypeight years
old and, looking at her, I would say that she will probably never mATTY.
However, she was brought up to be a misician and she kmows how to play
a plano and does know the technique of music. She lives at home and
during Dacambﬁ'::*, January, Februery and March she gives music lessons
and makes enough out of those music lessons to go to Poughkeepsie and see
the movies and buy a few ice cream sodas and so on, &She is a nice girl,
perfectly happy at home with Mama end Papa, and makes $250 a year in
the winter months and that is all she wants to make., She has a happy
home and she maintains herself as far as clothing and pin money go.

") census teker went arcund the other day and sald to Annabelle,
'Are you unemployed?' 'Sure, I am unerployed.’'

"0f course she i= not unemployed.

"All right; how about the carpenter back home? He gets twelve
dollars a day and works an average of 125 days a year. TWell, they are
making sbout fifteen hundred dollers a year and these days, in the last
few years, they have been making around an average of fifteen hundred

dollars & year, They are not starving, not cm. relief, tut during about --

‘well, probably a majority of the totel days in the year, they aren't

holding down a job because a carpenter's job, i_n most cases, is on a job-
to-job basis or it is seasonal.

"You will always catch on eny given date, the eighteenth of April
or the.twmty-aighth of April, you and I know that .wa always catch a
third of the uarpéitars of the United States out of work and yet that
third of the earpenters are not on relief and they are making enough to

keep them off relief, although it is mot as much as they ought to make.
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"How about the ermy of wives? They go into the department stores

right after ‘Ihulmgiﬁng and stay through, right after the first of
January., That is the Christmas season. They have been doing it for
years. They sell goods. It is part of their scheme of life, The
family iz helped by the couple of hundred dollars they earn in the Christ-
ma.a season. .
-"A:'md. comes April. 'Are you unemployed?' ‘'Sure, I am unemployed.'"
In other words, this violent ﬂuntrwarsﬁ'-mng the columnists is
probably a good thing. They use the usual language of columnists —
against each other this time -- and it was rather choice. (Laughter)
Dorothy Thompson said some unladylike things about Hugh Johnson and he
sald some ungentlemanlike things sbout Dorothy Thompson. Fine; it is
all right; I em all for it. (Laughter)
Now, no human being knows or will know how many u;:mplnrad p;ople
are in the United States until we all get tﬂgu‘hher- and define "unemploy-
ment.” Nobody has had the wit yet in the newspaper world to bring that
1 fact out. That is an absolute fact -- David Lawrence knows thet. Nobody
in the newspaper world has as yet demanded a definition of ™unemployment."”
That is a very interesting and startling fact, so how the hell can I
talk about unemployment until you fellows define it? 1Is th‘q._t fair?

Q That is feir.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, the cnnlyl thing I can do is this: I go back to the
sample census that we tn-nk,l that was taken by John Biggers, who is a
grand person, two years ago., At that time -- these are very rough
figures -- at that time we had sbout three million people on the relief
rolls. Mind you, I am not talking about the unempdoyable unemployed,
who were being taken ca.ra.ur in a fashion in the communities, the states,

- but the employesble unemployed. We had about three million of them on
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the Federal relief rolls, We had a waiting list of about three-quarters

of a million. John Biggers' estimate was that there was another, as I

remember it, two million or perheps a little less, about one and three-
quarters millionm, who ought to have work for economic reasons, who are
not on relief, who are not on the waiting list of the relief organiza-
tion, the work relief organization, but who ought to have work. There
were somewhers, as I remember it, about one and three-guarters million
people out of the total population, which Biggers totaled up, out of
about five and a half million unemployed who can work and who ought to
have work. |

Well, that is, again, more or less of a generalization, although
John Biggera' test questions were pretty sensible and gave, in effect, a
pretty good definition of who an unemployed person was.

Probably, at the present time, we have put a substantial number of
that five and three-guarters million people to work. We only have two
million, one hundred thousand on the relief rolls now. We have, roughly,
one million epplicants. That brings it up to three million and my own
guess 18 that in the John Biggers' category of people who were not on

either of these lists, that there are about a million and a helf, instead

of what he had then, a million and three quarters.

Well, if you add all that together it would mean that in this country
there are about four million, six or seven hundred thousand, as opposed

to the Biggers' survey of two years ago of five million, seven hundred

and «fifty thousand.

Therefore == this is just -- heavens, it has to be rule of thumb
more or less -- I think probably we have decreased the needy unemployed
;humhara a little over a million people in the last two years.

Now, that is as fair and honest a statement as I can give you. Huw;
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of course I think it is oriminal, literally oriminal, for a free press
to keep on printing figures about ten, eleven and twelve million unem-
ployed in the United States without finding out the definition first.

What do you do? You take some figures from somebody's statistics
or a political candidate or e labor organization and print them as fact
without defining it. Now, the press is very largely guilty of doing that
and thereby doing something that, just plain, is a bit of a fraud on the
public.

Public Debt Iimit: Well, I am trying to stay within 1t. I am try-

ing to stay within it and, as you saw today on the relief proposition,

I am still trying to stay within it. I am not saying what will happen
after the first of July, 1941 and, well, maybe, as you all know, --
maybe -- maybe -- it may be somebody else's job and not mina, (Laughter)

And, finelly, Taxation: There is nothing new on taxation that you
have nntlhad 8 year ago, literally. No new taxes have been added. A
few so-called "unfair taxesm™ ﬁara lightened last session., There isn't
anything substantially new on taxes except, perhaps, for cne fhing: I
think we pay awfully light taxes in the United States, compared with any
other nation in the world.

Now, I think that is the only comment that is necessary. Ivary light
taxes, considering that we heve a successful democratic form of govern-
ment, considering the fact thaf our national defense program is aﬂaquafa
and not running en awful lot over the Budget and considering the bléess-
ings that we have at the present time without any guarantee as to whether
those blessings are going to continue or not. I am no seer,

I think we are pretty well off,

I do not know, Don (Mr. Sterling), if there is enything else. I

have covered all your subjects here. Now, if you want to start in, I
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will give you this (the 1ist) back. Got any more ideas?

Q (Mr, Sterling) I think some of the gentlemen would like to ask questions,
Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Fine, perfectly fine.

Q (Mr. Sterling) Mr. White, what have you got to ask this evening?

Q (Mr. Williem Allen White) Any questions that I would ask, I would hesitate
to ask them because I would not know how to answer them, (Laughter)

Q (Mr. David Lawrence) May I suggest, if it is feasible, that you might tell
the editors what is your appraisal of the condition of our Navy and our
national defense in relative terms or in terms of three and four years |
ago. What have we done by way of preparation in the last two or three
years?

THE PE-EIDEHT: 0f course, when Dave Lawrence says that, he happens to strike
on what might be called a sympathetic chord in my heart, going back to
the old days of the war.

Our armament program is not caused in any wey because I em a mili-

tarist. In fact, I do not think there was anybody in the United States

who rejoiced more at the time of the Harding administration when Secre-
tary of State (Charles Evans) Hughes put through the Disarmament Confer-
ence in Washington, I thought i1t was just one thousand per cent. T still
believe it was a grand idea; but it did not work in the l?mg run- end I.
still think we were right in scrapping four major battleships that were
on the way, I thought it was the right thing to do. It took courage on
the part of Secretary of State Hughes to put that thing seross and if a
{ whole lot of other things had happened to click, as we had hoped they
would, it might have worked out for the permanent benefit of the whole
world. It was not any fault of the United States that it did not click;

we had already agreed to stay out in every way from the League of Nationsg--
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that was over the dam entirely -- and the subsequent events since 1921,
the time of that conference, were not of our making, so that everything
we have done since then, we have done at a very late date through sheer
necessity. It was brought upon us by other nations.

Going back to when I came in here in March, 1933, we had practically
not built a single wa.rahip.' We had cut the Army down; we cut our re-
serves down; we cut our equipment down pretty eteadily iﬁ the hope that
the world would not rearm and it had become pretty evident at the time
of the 1931 London Naval Conference that we were in a hopeless minority
and the otﬁﬂr people were going shead, So, in 1933, we had to go ahead
and, in = sense, catch up for lost time. We have been doing it om a
pretty even, steady basis year after year since then. Ve haven't gone
wild; we have built up the Army and built up the HNavy on a reasonable,
proportional increase each year so that today, quite aside from the
number of men in the Army end Navy -- 1t costs money, of course, -- we
are much better off on the material side, even relatively, than we have
been at any time in my memory.

Now, of course, there is the silly, fool, old question of the
pacifists: "Who are you trying to protect us against?" In other words,
asking us the direct guestion, "Who is going to atteck? What nation?
Wame it. Where? On our own coasts? South America, Central America,
Hawaill, West Indies, et cetera?®"

Well, I suppose the events in Europe of the past two weeks have
answered that kind of a question., Which one of you would have said s
three weeks ago that the next attack is going to be the occupation of
Denmark and the occupation of Norway? I think probably one of the
greatest stories in American history is what happened a week ago Monday

afternoon when the junior Senator from North Carolina got up on the




floor of the Senate and made a speech. He made that speech at 5,15 P. M.;
the speech had been carefully prepared and given out to the press before-
hend and I think a good meny of you, if you will check, you will find

that it had been set up with sppropriate headlines to go into the next
morning's papers. DBob Reynolds was telling the Senate that everything
wae all cockeyed with our American neutrality, and that if the United
States would abandon the foreign policies of the President and Secretary
of State and adopt the foreign poliey of those great Scandinavian nations,
Demmark and Norway, the country would be safe, (Laughter)

And he emlerged on it -~ there were two or three columns -- ani, as
I say, probably a lot of you had it set up. =

Well, at that particular time, 5.15 P. M. our time, Copenhagen was
in the hends of the Germans and so was Oslo. He did not know it amnd
neither did you people, but there is the fact.

Now, I can't answer the guestion. There is one man, one editor in
this country, who has got a lot of cournge. He does not use any argu-
ments to Suppﬂrt.it but every Mondsy morning Cap (Captain) Patterson
writes an edltorial on national defense which ends with the words, "Two
ships for one.™

Well, if you come to analyze it, it does not make sense but there
are a lot of good things which do not meke sense. It is a slogan. Of
gourse, we cannot have two ships for one over any individual navy or
combination of navies agéinst us, As I say, it is wholly illogieal, but
Cap Patterson's slogan, "Two ships for one,™ is scmething that makes
American people think, Think what? Well, for cne: What is American

-
defense?

" I am going to repeat something I said in the Cabinet meeting about

three or four years ago. I said, "Suppose ilaska is attacked? ‘Are we
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going to defend it? It is a long ways off, Are we going to defend
Alaska? The attack might come from a combination of powers on the other
side of the ocean, I do not have to name names; you can rggﬁ;ly-imﬂgina
what a combination of Asiatic powers, including Siberia, might mean."
The Cabinet was unanimous; “ﬁ&fﬂ; sure, the American flag is flying.
That is a c¢inch, of course.”

I said, "All right.” I said, "Come on down the line: Canada at-
tacked by a non-American nation, either Asiatic on British Columbia's
side or Iuropesn on the Atlantic side, or simultaneously by a landing in
British Columbia and a lending on Nova Scotiaf?"

"Oh, ﬁé cannot have some European nation trying to land in Canéda.®

¢ ®p1]1 right.” I said, "How about Mexico, on the other side?"

"Yes, of course we would have to defend Mexico against an Furopean
nation.™

I cited the days of Andrew Johnson and General Sherman in 1865,
when the Frenmch troops under Maximilian were in Mexico. I sald, "How
about Costa Rieca?" Well, this is not derogatory to the Cabinet of the
United States; probably yoﬁ fellows would be, proportionately, just as
ignorant., Somebody said, MWhere is Costa Riea?" "Well," I said, "I
am asking the question; I am not telling you where it is. Suppose the
independence of Costa Rica were threatened?" ™/ell, I guess maybe we
will have to defend it. Isn't it somewhere near the Cenal?" I seid,
"Yes, the next state." "Well," they said, "I guess we will have to de-

| fend it |

"Well," I said, "how about qolumhia?" Somebody in the Cabinet said,

"Colombia? Colombia? Colombia, that is South America, isn't 12"
(Laughter) Well, listen, there is just as much ignorance in this room,

proportionately. It may be a laughing matter but, at the same time,




there is equal ignorance on the part of the public throughout the country.

"Well," they said, "if Colombia ies near the Canal we will have to do
it."

I said, "How abnlut Venezuela?" ™Well," they said, "that is a long
ways off," I said, "Yes, in one of those new bombing plames you would be
two hours end fifty minutes from Miami."” They said, "What?" I said, "In
one of those new bombing planes you would be two hours and fifty minutes
from Miami and, of course, if they happened to take a base in Cuba, it

would be a lot easier.” "Well," they said, "if it is only two hours and

fifty minutes from Miemi, I guess we will have to protect Venezuela,™
I sald, "How about Brazll?" ™That is a long way off." "Well," I
sald, "from Brazil to Venezuela is only about four and a half hours, You
can fly right across." "Well, that is a long way off." I said, “Of
course, Uruguay and Chile and Paraguay, they are a long way off." ™Well,
I don't know; I don't know." A blg question mark., I sald, "Oh, well,
let us stick to the old question about the Monroe Doctrine in the
Americas and," I said, "suppose an Eurcopean nation, a nation which had
at that time 5,000 planes which could fly from the Cape Verde Islands to
Brazil"™ -- and we kmew it, 5,000 bombing planes, do not have to name the
nation, three years ago. They said, "Five thuuﬁanﬂ bombing planes?" I
said, "Yes," They had printed 1t but not even the papera had commented
on it. I said, "They could put 5,000 bombing plemes into Brazil." I
said, "Seven hours from the Cape Verde Islands and that is about fourteen
hours from the home base in the Furopean unmemtioned country.” That was
three years ago.

"Well," they said, "I guess we will.hava to go the whole hog on the

Monroe Doctrine.,” I saild, "In other worda we have to guarantee the

gafety of Brazil?" "Well, I guess so, because if they get a foothold,
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they could stop at Venezuela and then they would be established within
two and three-quarters hoﬁrs from Mami,"

And then, to ome of them, who came from out Bill White's way, I
said, "It is not very far from Costa Rica and from there to Mexico. Sup~-
pose there was a base in the Tampico region, I would rather live on the
banks of the Hudson River, from the point of view of family safety, than
I would in Kanses." And that, literally, is true. You (turning to Mr.
William Allep Wh;te] wuul& be nearer to danger than I would be on the '
banks of the Hudson River because the attack on me would have to come
from somewhere out in the sea and big bombing planes ecould not be
launched from out at sea, but from Tampico to the middle of Kansas 1s
Just a couple of hours! jaunt. You are in real danger hﬂd do not reslize
it.

I am trying to scare Bill; it is all right. But really, honestly,
it is not a laughing matter. H

Now, then, I went on in this meeting =- it is a very good example --
and I sald, "We believe that the British Empire, to a certain extent,
has stood more nearly for the democratic way of 1life sand has been less
trouble to us than some of these newfangled countries that believe in
Neziism and Bolshevism, et cetera and, on the whole, Caneda has been a
pretty good neighbor to us and we have never had any threat against us
by Bermuda or Jamaica or by sny of the Windward or Leeward Islands. Ever
since we got our freedom we have not had any trouble,™

"Oh," thie fellow said, "you are pro-British." T said, "No; I am
‘not. I know they have never caused ma'any trouble as a neighbor and I
have a hunch that one of these newfangled countries, with different kinds
of govermment, might ceuse me trouble in my old age if they were my

neighbors,n



"Ch," said this fellow, "you are pro-British." "No," I said, "I
have k::mmn the British ever since I was a small boy. I am onto their
tricks; I lmow them, every one of them. I know them when they are try-
ing to slip something over on me. One reason they like me is that when
I catch them, I tell them. And they have got to the point now where
they say, 'I guess I can't fool the President; he is onto us.'" Well,
it is a good thing to be in that position. To go back, I said, "phat
about Australia? Suppose some non-white nation tried to teke Aunstraliaf®?"
"Well," said the Cabinet unenimously, "that is too dammed far off for
us to have sny interest in that."

1."1'5;11, that ia three years ago. I do not know what would be the
sentiment of the American people today. I made a very bad mistake in
peychology a week ago. I do not suppose that any of us had ever given
mich thought to where Greenland was. Let us be honeat; we never thought
of Greenland in terms of the United States. I haven't. The Press came
in the other day and asked me whether Greenland belongs in the Monroe
Doctrine, I stalled. I told them that I had looked it up in the encyclo-
paedia and that the fauna of Greenland amd the flora of Greenland were
more American than they were Turopean. They picl:-ed up the t;ueatian and
they asked me, they pressed it home, and I took a very righteous tone,
saying that I am more interested in the humanities of it, in the 17,000
gplendid Eskimos who are living in Greenland, than I am in the Monroe
Doctrine, end I am still stalling. (Laughter)

Now, walt a minute. ﬁ'here I went wrong 1:5 this: I did ::at think
the American people would support me if I said that Greenland belongs
in the llonroe Doctrine. But the American pecple are way out shead of me

and I think I am right in saying that most of the American people today,

a8 most of you sense, would 0. K. 1t if their Government sald tomorrow
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that Greenland is inside the Monroe Doctrine. They are ahead of their
Government., Now, that is the actual fact.

Now, to go back to our Army and Navy: In one word -- I do not want
the country to get excited over it -- we are using our facilities for the
construction of ships, the comstruction of this, that or the other thing,

without building up too large and unnecessary emount of productive

facilities. If we are going to have peace at the end of this war, there

will be 2 lot of this new airplame factory work that will have to be
discarded. But, taking it by and large, we have been proceeding -- ships,
Army, eireraft -- along pretty sound financial end economic lines and,
incidentally, we have helped our own cause, in case we are attacked, by
building up our faeilities very largely through the efforts of the present
belligerents.

I think that covers it pretty well. I have talked an awful lot
about national defense -- it is a hobby.

Q Mr. President, will you tell us something about what your thoughts might be
on eny likelihood that we might find ourselves with meny new ships, near
completed, that are made archaiec because of new warfare methods?

THE FRESIDENT: No, because everybody else would be in the same boat. In other
words, if somebody comes along and devises something absolutely revolu-
tionary, all nations will be caught with obsolete material in equal
measure. That is the easiest way of putting it and, incidentally, nobody
in all of history has ever devised a revolutionary weapon of attack that
has not been met within a very short time by a revolutionary weapon of
defense. It always compensates.

- Q Mr. President, have you seen, perhaps, & summary or transeript of the con=-

farenna we had with Mr., Welles (the Under Secretary of State) this after-

noon? I asked because I thought there may have been something in that




on which you might care to emlarge.

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think so; I do not know what he said.
Q I thought there might be something on which you would care to talk.
THE PRESIDENT: The only thing -- I do not know whether he mentioned it or
not -- going back to what I first said on the world situetion, I think
every man, woman and child ought to ask themselves the question "What 1is
going to happen to the Uhitﬁs States if dictatorship wins in Burope and .
the Far Fast?" In other words, what would be the logical steps taken
by that kind of victorious cause? In other words, what would you or I
do if our name happened to be Hitler or Stalin? What would we do, having

the same kind of background that they have got? It is elmost human to

went to extend vietory over Burope, isn't 1t? Wouldn't you or I, as
victorious Hitlers, want to extend? It is natural.

When Napoleon started cut, he had no idea of dominating all of Europe.
When Alexander started out aeross from Macedonia, he did not think he
was going to try to congquer Persia. The tking grows, as ;ha French say.
If you and I were Hitler, isn't it just common sense to say that, having
conquered Furope and destroyed the British Fleet and the French Army,
and having no opposition, end being in a position to attack all the

British colonies and commonwealth end dominions and to capture all the

French colonies all over the different hemispheres, weli; what would you
or I do next? That 18 a fair question == ycurraﬁ I in the position of
Hitler? Why leave an entire continent, North, Oentral and South America,
abag}ytaly all alone? Why would we do 1t? We are within one frump® of
world domination. Why not take the "yump" end why not say to the United
States, "Now, son, g0 back and get behind that nice wall which you have
not built up and which we are about to build up around you."

Now, that is a different concept. That 1s not your isolationist's
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concept over here, because he wants to build a wall arcund himself and

we have not let him. I em speaking about the Hitler conmcept and he would
have, probably, f}um the point of view of physical force and a eertain
amount of, what shall I say? miagnidud common sense -- end you and I in
his place would do the same thing -- built a wall around the United States.

Well, it would mot be a very difficult thing to do it. Why? Here
is a very simple exemple: Ve are all Hitler, a conglomerate crowd, con-
stituting itself into a victorious Hitlér., What would we do as a mass
Hitler mind? I know what we would do. We would say to the Argemtines,
"Listen, sweetness, you people are dependent for your existence on sell-
ing cattle to Europe. The United Stetes won't buy them." You know that.
They won't uy Argantina-cattla. I do not have to tell you why and, of
course, it is not just thls year but we never will, Right?

#The United States won't buy your mutton or sheep -~ they never will.
They won't buy your wheat because they have a surplus supply. They won't
buy your corn or hogs because they have a surplus supply. 3So, sweetness,
isn't it obvious that yau'are dependent for your existence on those
agricultural crops, on selling them in Eurcpe?"

And Argentine would say, "Yes, my God, I guess that is right."

A1l right. So we, in thal conglomerate part,will say, "Now M.
Argentine, we will let you sell to Englend and France end Italy and
Germany &nd Scendinavia and the Balkéﬁ; through tﬁa -= what will we call
1t9? -- the Germania Corporation. You cennot sell it snywhere, not even
in Irelend, except through the Germania Corporation.”

Well, the Germania Corporation hasn't any foreign exchange because
the United States has got all that -- they have all the gold in the
world.

"yell, what is foreign exchange based on? Gold? Well, that is out




of date. We will devise a barter basis for you and we will tell you

how much of your cattle and your sheep and corn and your wheat you can
sell to Fngland and Belgium and Hungary and Sweden, Italy. The Cermania
Corporation will tell you how much you can s;ll to each of those countries
and they will tell you what the Germania Corporation will pay you in
automobiles, cheap automobiles, cheaper than the Ford or any car that the
United States will produce. It will give labor -- put people to work all
over Europe and we will pay you in pulp, in paper, we will pay you in
steel products, we will pay ‘Fau in chinaware, tinware, everything else
that you do not make yourselves. But we will decide what the medium of
payment will be and we will collect a two-way commission, one per cent

of raw products coming in =nd one per cent on our menufactured products
going out." |

Now, that is what we would do if we had any intelligence and I think
most people in America, ineluding editors, have some intelligence.

And then, where will the United States be? We could not trade with
Europe.

Well, suppose the same thing happened out in the Far East? Suppose
the Yangtze remains permanently closed to American products, the China
Treaty ports, Cochin-China, Hong Kong, Siam, the Straits Settlements,
the Dutech Indies?

Well, if we want to live within ourselves, we had better say so

and say so darned gqulck because it is going to take a lot of preparation
to live within ourselves.
It is all right; if the United States wants to, 1t has a perfect
right to do so. So, watch out; watch out.
Q It is a sort of international two per cent club? (Laughter)
THE PRESIDENT: Right; right. Only -- only in this cese we camnot even indict

them.
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Q When we were here last year you told us there would be a fifty-fifty chance
that there would be a war, FEvents proved that you were conservative.

THE PRESIDENT: Right. IListen, I em & master of understatement and always
have been.

Q Will you amswer this: You also told us that if, as I remember it, if
Russia joined in with the Allies, or, rather, joined in with Germany,
considering Germany's overwhelming mastery of the air, if Russia joined
with Germany, the chances were fifty-fifty that Germany would win. Do
you want to change yaur_udﬁs?

THE PRESIDENT: I am still offering the odds and you cen take either side.

Q Inasmech as all law and order depend upon force -- even the traffic signals
here on the corner depend on the ultimate use of force -- can you envisage
a world of internmational order in which there wqulﬂ be an _aqunomiu revival
of peace and prosperity, in which the Unitaﬁ States would refuse to con-
tribute any of the force?

THE PRESIDENT: I think your premise is wrong in the implication of it. In
other words, I think I can envisage a world of peace for as far es I

o

can look shead -- twenty years, twenty-five years. I do not pretend %o

have sny idea of what will happen after that. I have talked very often
with a very great friend, as I was, of Woodrow Wilson -- David Lawrence --
and we have talked about the idealism of those days, and I-think most of
us believe in the inherent sincerity of Woodrow Wilson in hiﬁ_affort to
bring sbout an end to war., But he was looking too far ahead; he was
looking toward the permanent ending of war. Well, because of hindsight,
hﬁpauaa we have seen what happened in the last twenty years, we have all
learned a 1¢a§nn, and I cannot look any more further ahead to a world
that has ended wer than a limited period, twenty or twenty-five years.

Q Mr. President -=-




THE PRESIDENT (interposing): Can I finish the sentence? And, back of it
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all, is this idea that force, armed force, is in the long run the thing
that people are afraid of and, therefore, in any twenty or twenty-five-
year peace, the elimination of the fear of aggression by the forces of
ageression, offensive weapons of war, is the first consideration emd,
that at the end of this partiuular war, there may be a period of exhaus-
tion when peopls will say, "Let us get rid of the offensive weapons."

Now, the European victors of the World War did that, 1n effect,
with Germamy through the Treaty of Versailles. They told Germany that
she could not arm, that she could not have certain weapons, but there
were no effective methods by which that could be enforced through the
period of years. We all knew thet Germany was rearming end the Furopean
nations could not decide what to do through 1930, 1931, '32, '33, '34 and
'35, and so on, to prevent Germany from rearming.

Now, I conceive this -- I may be entirely wild and it will only come

about through a period of exhaustion -- that the twenty-one American

republics have got a possible role to play and that 1s to act as the

inspectors of a dlsarmed truce -- a disarmed peace. The aggressor nations

in Europe and in the Far East can be inspected. They won't trust each
other to inspect each other. We people over here are pretty well trusted
by them because we are not aggressors, and I am just thinking out loud,
but there is a possibility, after this whole thing is over -- it may be
four or five years, Lord knows -- we will be able to fill the role of
inspectors of peace and, eutomatically, have some method of punishment
of violators and of disarming them before they get to the point of being
dengerous to dthe:: nations. |

Now, that is jus;: a thought that I em throwing out; 4t is chimerical

at the present time.
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Q@ I am very much interested in what you said about Greenland, I wonder if
everyone here is cognizant of the very, very important thing that Green-
land presents to us right now? There is a matter -- I am getting into
a new role here by belng & member of this organization; I am a member of
Congress -- and that has to do with the talking over of Greenland by the
United States. The person who proposed it saild to me yesterday -- Mrs.
Rogers of Massachusetts -- that she wondered if we were going to let
that go. Undoubtedly, under the wery strict comstruction of the Monroe
Doctrine, Greenland comes® in under that Doectrine. I am also very mmch,
seriously, very much disturbed as to whether Canada comes into that.

THE PRESIDENT: I settled that two years ago -- three years ago. (Laughter)

Q@ I know you did but, under the Monroe Doctrine, a very strict comstruction,
Canada does not come in. That is a difference of opinion but it seems
that is the way. If Greenland does, we have a serious proposition right
now. Is Greenland a part of Denmark or, under tﬁe present situation, is
she a part of Germany? Denmark, having been occupied by Germany and
having been taken over by the German CGovernment, is she (Greenland) a
part of Demmark or is she not? That is a very serious question.

THE PRESIDENT: Let me answer it this way: If you have ever followed the pro-
ceedings in a domestlic relations cou;.r.'t, you will probably realize that
the first time that the husband and wife come before you 1t is not n&cea—-t
sary to make a final decision. (Laughter) -

IQ In your aafly remarks you complimented us as editors before quéﬂtioning

our intelligence -- 3 ,.r

THE PRESIDENT (interposing): I was questioning my own just as muech, It is
all right.

Q@ 7You said we could interpret dispatches as easily as the Administration, or

words to that effect. I wonder if you or anyone in the Administration




or any of the editors here read that dispatch in the Washington Evening

Star the evening before last, which said that the Norweglan Government
had broadcast last Monday to all the Norwegian ships at sea and in ports,
3} iﬁrning to disregard instructions coming from their owners in German-
occupied Oslo, /nd here is the direct quote:

"'Telegrams =='"

guoting the Norweglan Government --
"i-- telegrams which you receive from Norway signed by

the owners are dlspatched by German authorities,' the warn-

ing said, 'Orders received from the Norwegian Legetion (in

Washington, D. C.) or broadecast over the British broadcast-

ing station are authentic.'™
How do we interpret that dispateh, that Washington is being used as a
distributing point by a belligerent nation? How do we lnterpret that
fact?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, let me put 1t this way: Suppose you are a Norwegian
eitizen and suppose your country has been raped, and I use the word ad-
visedly. You have a lot of property out on the high seas and you are
still a loyal Norwegiasn, Would you think it was an awfully friendly
act on the part of a friendly nation if the President of that nation
said, "I am going to enforce the pound of flesh, the letter of the 1&2,,

and tell the Norwegian }Minister he has no right to open his mouth about

your ships while he remains in Washington, D. G.?':'

@ Merchant ships.

& Do you recall the unpleasantness over a man named Bernstorff who used the
Embassy (the Germen Embassy) as a clearinghouse for belligerent messages
when we were neutrel? (Laughter, indicating that the President need not

answer the query)

t Q Would it be fair to ask if you have been receiving of late any unpleasant

communications from any particular group with respect to the mission to
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THE PRESIDENT: Not lately. I did so, up to about a month mgo. And here is

which you assigned Melville (Myron) Taylor?

one thing I think will probably interest you, but again, it has got to be
kept awfully dark, completely off the record, because it is still in the
very preliminary stages.
I felt all along that practically everybody in the world who believes
in God -=- lots ér different kinds of gods -- the faith and teachings of
the major religions of the world are opposed to murder and robbery and
sudden death and a few things of that kind and, therefore, that in order
to mobilize the moral forces of the world, which are not all Christian,
1t was worth while to extend that effort to other forms of religion.
Well, the first and obvious thing to do was to get in touch -- commnica-
tlon is the better word -- with the heads of those religions, Well, of
course here in this country it is comparatively simple. I can get hold
of the Federal Council of Churches, or any other Protestant church that
does not belong to the Counecil, by the mere sending of a telegram, It
is easy to establish communication. In the case of the &ewish Church,
there are a number of leading Jews who can rather effectively spesk for
not all but a great majority of the Jews in this country by coming down
to Washington to see me. In the case of the Roman Catholic Chureh, there
isn't any one person -- I have to talk to the head of that church, who
lives in Italy, and therefore I have sent someone over there to be my
commnicating agent with him over there, rather than recognizing, in this
country, the apostolic delegate here in Washington, because that might
: I:‘l‘tﬂ":nﬂﬂ-l %
be construed as a diplomatic full recognition of the Templar Power,
But that is only a prelude. I am teking up at the present time --
I am trying to work out the idea of establishing a moral commnication,

practically, with the Greek Orthodox Church. Well, that is a little bit
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difficult. Why? Well, because there isn't any canonical head. There

are a number of patriarchs in different parts, around the Aegean and up

in the Black Sea area in Russia. I discovered a couple of days ago that

this patriarch, the senmior patriarch, that he lives in Constantinople,
not Istanbul, Well, that is more a venerable (?) rather than & canonical

headship of the.ﬂrauk Orthodox Church, which, incidentally, still main-

tains quite a lot of influence in the moral religion throughout the

Soviet Republie,

S50, I am probably -- as I say, this has to be kept dark, although
> it is an awful lot of people to expect to keep~ it dark -- so I am going
to probably send some kind of a representative of mine to talk with the
senior patriarch of the Greek Orthodox Church.
That is No. 1, outside of what we have done already.
The Mohammedan Church we are very apt to think of as beling repre-
t sented by the seimitar. It is quite a long time since the Moharmedan
Church went to war as a c¢hurch, and I am trying to carry out a step of
getting in touch, probably through the King of the Hejaz or through
President In;nu of Turkey, with the leaders of the Mohemmedan Church,
which extends, of course, not only over Northern Africes and Agia Minor

; and the Near East, but also down into India snd has several hundred

million followers,

Mind you, as I say, I have not got to. the point of actually appoint;.
ing somebody yet but it is coming along pretty well and I think that when
American Christians get to understand thet this is a worthy move for
internationally decent moral relations among people that believe in cer-
tain religious teachings on morality, there isn't going to be muech loeal

trouble.
¢

Q@ I wes very much interested in your statement about Greenland, especially




as 1t applied to the public opinion in this country. I wondered if you
have any opinion to express which would be of interest to us, if you
sgree with me that two beliefs we have today are, perhaps, contradictory?
On the one hand, I believe that the majority of the American people are
firmly sold on the idea that we should stay out of this conflict. On the
other hand, I also believe that the majority of people == and I will con-
fine that to my own section of the country ==~ are convinced th&tﬁwa have
a very definite stake in this conflict.

Now, is 1t possible that we cen overemphasize the first to the
point where we will weaken uur.pnﬂitian with regard to the second and
will not be prepared to teke steps which would be very right in protect-
ing our position in the latter?

THE FRESIDENT: Well, of course on that we have to look at the realism of the
case,

It is a great deal easler -- I am not including Canada, which iz a
belligerent -- but our most northerly ports that we could use for the
protection or the relief of people in Greenland, it is a lot longer
voyage to go to Greenland from there than it is, perhaps, from the
Norweglen Coast., Therefore, you have got to think in terms of practical-

ity. Furthermore, there are a lot of things that we have been accustnmedx

to devise, new instrumentalities. For example, we have in civil life

)
the theory of trusteeship, in other words the person who takes over,
for the benefit of cestuique trust, takes over their property, looks
after their education, looks after their physical needs, builds up
their estate and protects them against accident or attack for no remnere-
tion, no profit. That is a new conception of relations between a great
powerful nation, like ours, and a very, very small, new and rough country,

17,000 people, like Greenland. I am thinking a 1little bit at the present




time in terms of trusteeship. It is a little too early to tell., We have
got to be practical. I am not going to stick my neck out.

Q Has the antagonistic pressure regerding J. Edgar Hoover in the FBI assumed
any serious proportions?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think so; I had not noticed eny. .

Q: - Any basis for those charges, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I do not believe so., Of course the thing started, as you
know, from Rhode Island and was directed originelly by the FEI and then
it turned out that Bill Vanderbilt, an old friend of mine, the Governor
of Rhode Island, was the fellow who had had the people do the wire tapping.
of course, in eny big orgenization there mesy be some fellow -- well, I
will give you an illustration thet I just got late this afternoon: Down
in Geargia some of the SEC people recelved complaints about the Georgia
Power Company gliving corporate funds to help reelect Senator George two
years ago and, like all complaints in the Government, you cannot say,
"Forget it." They sent some people down there and one of these bright
young men who went down there in two instances asked people who they had
voted for in 1938, as if that made any difference whatsoever. Now the
SEC 1s going to fire that bright ynuné man, A8 you knmow, in your own
business sometimes you get a fellow who does something that he ought
not to do and you get rid of him. I have no doubt that in a far-flung
organization like the FBI there may be one or two investigators who
exceed their orders. It does not mean the whole thing is crooked.

Q will tha H{RB be allowed to fire that man? (Laughter) (The gquestioner
had e?identll meant to ask, "Will the MLRB allow them to fire that man?"]

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I suppose he comes under the Hatch Act anyway.

MR. DON STERLING: Mr. President, we have overstayed the time that you asked

us to remein, I just want to thank you on behalf of the entire group.
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;s . And, as I have lost my prophet's license, I will not venture at this
AR
moment advance request of our 1941 conference with you. But whatever / '!

the future may hold, you have our gratitude end good wishes.

THE PRESIDENT: It is good of you and perhaps next year I might buy the
Rhinebeck Gazette and come down here as one of you.




CONFIDENTIAL .

Press Conference #637 _ 3

Held while the President was seated in his automoblle .
On the roed in front of the Veeder (Press) Cottage,

At Georgia Warm Springs Foundation, Warm Springs, Georgla.

April 21, 1940, 11,15 A. M, .

THE PRESIDENT: I hope you know more then I do; that is not saying much,

Q Very little news here.

THE PRESIDENT: Absolutely none; I don't know a thing.

Q Mr. President, is Mackenzle King coming down?

THE PRESIDENT: He is coming., He is leaving wherever he is leaving and he
will be here in the morning and stay until the next afternoon,
Nothing particular about it. He alwa;}a comes and sees me every time
he takes his spring holiday.
¢ Mr, President, I have -- "
THE PRESIDENT (interposing): What have they given you, George (Mr. Durno)?
Q (Mr. Durno) =-- gotten a report that the United States Mlitary Attache
from Norway was killed.
THE FRESIDENT: We got that too. There is nothing more you can saye. It was

most unfortunate. He was, of course, acting in the performance of duty.

When did you get here (looking at lMr. Lauchlin Currie)?

Q Mr. President, we were somewhat intrigued by the presence of Mr. Currie,
the big ﬂgure man., Are you planning sny Budget work? i

T PRESIDENT: No, not Budget work, Probably will talk that old science
ealled economics, It means everything and nothing.

Q Will Mackenzie King stay at the cottage? :

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q Do you plan to see any of the Georgia people -- have you any appointments?

THE PRESIDENT: Nop I have not got a single appointment. I am just playing.

@ lihat was the reaction to your speech?




THE PRESIDENT: Well, I saw = bunch of telegrams; very nice.

per cent approval.

Q Who was that Republican aspirant for the Presidency? (Laughter)
THE PRESIDENT: Ask your office. (Laughter) :
§ We enswered that right here, Mr. President. -

THE PRESIDENT: I think that is a perfectly good line -- ask your office, It

is =211 right.

Q. How long are you planning to stay, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I hope, if nothing breaks, to stay until Frlday or Satur-

day. f (

Q Can you tell us what you said to Pat Harrison?

THE PRESIDENT: MNo. All I told Pat was -- oh, I don't know == you have not
very much today, have you? Here is just one of those purely tentative
things, that if the Furopean situation peimita and if Congress goes home --
this is awfully "iffy" -- I may go out to the -- you heard part of this
before -~ go out to the Coast, if Congress adjourns about the end of the
first week in June. And, if I go to the Coast, I hope to go first -- this
is feally carrying out last year's plan which never ceme off -- go down
and dedicate, open the Great Smoky Mountain National Park and then go

from there through lMississippi --

Q (interposing) FEow about Birmingham, Alabama?

THE PRESIDENT: I would miss that because it is not on the route anﬁ‘yuu
know I have got to make time -- and either in the State of Misslssippi,
elther have some kind of a ceremony to dedicate what has been done on
the Natchez Trace, which i3 up in Northern Missiassippl, or go to Natchez
itself, which I have never been to.

& You have not?

THE FRESIDENT: I have never been to Natechez and slways wanted to o there.
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And then I will go on from there to Fort Worth, Texas, to see Elliotd
and the family. And then, from there on to California and dedicate
our newest National Park.'mngfs Canyon, and then from there up to the
long-delayed visit to the San Francisco Exposition, and then go on and
up to No. 3, the Olympic National Park, which has to be dedicatoed.

d You are going to have a weary bunch of correspondents.

THE PRESIDENT: And it is going to be one of them trips. There is one thing
on those western trips -- sometimes you get a whole twenty-four hour s

" when you are not stopping.

4 That would mean that you would be on the rosd during the Republican
National Convention?

THE PRESIDENT: It might mean I wiil be in a National Park. (Laughter)

4 DNo speeches?

THE PRESIDENT: Only on conservation.

Q On what? (Laughter)

Q@ It is a non-politiecal trip?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, entirely. The principal subject will be conservation.

Q Any possibility of Alaska on that trip?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it would depend 2 little bit. If I got very much inter-
ested in conservation, I might do what I planned to do last year, g0 up
to June=u snd back.

Q We would like to see the LANGLEY again. (Laughter)

Q Provided it does not bounce.

Q You could bring in the Philippines?

TH® PRESIDENT: He does not even know where they are and they are not far from
the Celebes -- quite close and if you keep on going you get to the Anda-
man, Get an atlas.

Q How long will these trips take?
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= THE PRESIDENT: Twenty-one days, that is about all, e . &5
¢ Q Starting right after Congress adjourns, if it gets through? '-';-- 1
S & .F_ - -.-. 1
THE PRESITENT: I would probably stay for a few days to get the bills because e

there are always a lot of bills that come in. Of course thié is terribly
"{ffy" because I cannot tell what will happen in Furope and cannot tell
what will happen with Congress.

Q On the subject of travel plans, do you expect to be in Hyde Park on May

fifth?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. I am going up there the first chance I get to

gsee the trees.

Q Vhy don't you bring your mother (to Warm Springs)? I thought she would be

here,

THE PRESIDENT: You see this trip was so indefinite that I could not tell until
the last minute.

¢ Bring her next time.

THE FRESIDENT: Yes.

Q Thank you, Mr. President. 1

& ; THE PRESIDENT: That will give you enough.
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