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CCIU"'D!!N''''A 
Press Conference #638, 
Held while t he President was seated in hie aut omobile 
On the road i n front of the Veeder (Press) Cot t age , 
At ~orgia Warm Spri nge Foundation , Warm Spri ngs, ~orgia 
Apr il 26 , 1940 , 11. 40 A. M. 

'lHE FRE3IDEN1': I want to know who sent me that message last night. (Laughter) 

MR. BASIL 0 1CCIINOR: RemEI!Iber that two-spade bid? I figured i t out this 

morning and that is 2 , 000 points. 
' 

q Just .a cup of coffee. 

MR. O' CONNOR: TbrOVT in a ham sandwich too. 

'IHE PRESIDENt': I do not know where the ressage came from, but I got it all 

right . I do not knOYI whether it came from the Goats • Nest or Cottage 

No. 2. It was a quarter past three this morning -- a petition from the 

Press that I should go out this afternoon and see Pine Mountain Valley. 

~ 'Ihere is a traitor in our ranks • ._./ 

'lHE PRESIDENT: There you are, a quarter past three in the morning too. There 

was nothing I could do . I said, "All right." This morning, while the 

others were sleeping, I arranged to go to Pine Mountain Valley at two 

o ' clock. 

Q. We can't take Pine Mountain Valley and Lake Crescent in t he same week. 

'IHE PRESIDENT: I em going over there, going to meeJ; Tap Bennett and I am 

t aking Doc (Basil O' Connor) and taking ~say. You do not hay.e to go 

because there won't be any news. I am going to drive through. 

~ Any 11 ttle girls singing? 

'IHE :PRESIDENT: No. 

~ No Jack Frost? 

'IHE PRESIDENI' : You did not ask for i~ last night and so I did not arrange 

it . I em just going to dr1 ve over and talk and drive through • 

• 

. . 
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~ Row f ar ie i t over there? 

'!HE PRESIDmT: Well , it depends on who you talk to. 

~ It i s about seven and a halt (dollars) on the expense account. (Laught er ) 

~ That is the reason I was inquiring. 

'!HE PRESID:ml': Ask some or the old- timers, like George (Mr. nurno. ) He 

knows how far , 

~ All the roads are good now . 

'IHE PRESIDENI': All except the first part along the mountain here end I think 

the last part i s dusty too, (Laughter) -' 

~ Vlhen do you plan to f!P home? 

'!HE Pim:>IDENT: Outside of that I do .not knovr eny news except we leave some-

ti.me tomorrow and get to Washington SUnday morning • 
. 

~ Have you any afterthoughts on the neutrality Proclamation? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: No , no; it told the story, 

~ Has Norway decl ared war against Germany? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: I don't know; I don' t know. I mean ofricially and formally , 

I do not know what their formalities are, whether they have to have a 

meeting of the Storting and things of that kind. It is impossible to 

answer that qu.estion. ., 

Q Any comment on the Georgia action yesterday on the delega tion to the Con-

venti on? 

THE PRESIDENT: Only _what I r ead in the Constitution (Atlanta Constitution) 

this morning. 

~ You do not R~an to stop anywhere on the way back? 
., ... 

'mE PRESIDENT: No , I have got to go right back. 

~ It is some time since you received that report from Jackson (Attorney 

General Jackson) on t he marine oil situation in California. Have you 

gone through it yet? 

' 

I 
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'DIE PH!S1DBN1': 1 han not got it. 1 thought 1 brought 1t but it ie DOt in 

the baeket. 1 will have t o di g it up when 1 get back, 

Q 'lbat 1e f ortunate, (Laughter ) 

'lHE FRES1DENT: ~at is lucky, isn 1 t it? 
• 

Q Have you received any word trom Washington at any eon.eequence that you could 

tell us about? ' 
'mE FRES1DENT: Nothing that you haven 1 t got already, 1 got the usual message 

fran Steve (Mr. Early) this morning, 1 have not talked to anybody on 

the telephone. I probably will, a fter lunch, 

MR. BEL.UR: ~ank you , Mr. President, 

THE PRESIDENT: Who i s in the (golf') finale, by the way? 

Q (Mr. Durno) Tol!lllY ~ompson and Charlie Daly play and the winner or that 

match I suspect will play Al Waldron, 

Q. {Mr. Reynolds) 1 do not like that ~y Durno, He (Mr. Vle.ldron) has to get 

over Reynolds first . 

THE PRESIDENT: When are t hey going to have the finals? 

Q {U~ . Trohan) Did you see the rules? 

mE PRES'IDE!'11': No, 

Q. {Ia. Troh®) The driver or the ear bearing the initials "F. D. R. " will 

keep off' the course during the tournament for the good of the players. 

'lllE PRESIDENT: Really? 

Q. (?.'.r . Durno) That is the rule , 

'l'HE PRESIDENT: Who d1 d I fuss? 

Q. Several players. 

Q. Hacky principally, 1 think. 

MR. O' CONNOR: How do you feel this morning? 

Q. (Mr. Durno) Fine; how do you feel? 

MR. 0 1 CONNOR: All rigbt, 

.. 
'· 
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'mE H!ESIDENl': All right parenthesi s . 

YR. O'CONllClR: Do yOJ. remember that two-spade bid I doubled, fellows ? 

Q (Mr. Durno) Well , I have no complai nts ; come back again. 

'mE PRESIDJ!Nl': I really don ' t think there is going to be any s t ory. I recan-

mend that none of you go. You can , it you want to. 

Q There aren' t going to be any special guests? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: I am going over the mountain, dr1 ve down and come back. 

Q We will all go it we can get Jaok Frost . 

Q Does that recommendation include the photographers? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: You fellows haven't been over there for some time. 

Q Oh, yes , we have. (Laughter) 

'1HE l>RESIDmT: " Send one = to take the pioti.Ui1's for everybody. 

MR. BELAIR: Thank you, Mr. President . 

·-
• 

( 

' 

- I 



301 

Ccm"ID!H'l'IAL 
Press CODterenoe #639 
Executive ortices at the White House, 
April 30, 1940, 4 . 08 P. 1£. 

'lEE PRESIDENT: Earl (Mr. Godwin), you look awfully glum today. What is it? 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) Got a cold; I should not be naar you. 

'mE PRI!SIDl!Nl': Give him a r espirator • .. 
\'I ell, don ' t you think they came in good shape from Warm Springs? 

Q. Perfect health. 

THE PRJ!SID:m'I': Perfectly' grand. . ' 
Q. Your new Commissioner is going to deliver a patriotic speech right down 

back of here tomorrow afternoon. 

'IRE PRESIDF.NT: Nol At the \'/ashington Monument? 

Q. Somewhere down there. 'Massing ot colors and he is going to give them old 
I_./ . 

18 or 19. 

'IRE PRESIDENT: Say, I think I will go down. It will be more f'un. I will 

just park the car at t he curb. 

Q. I see where your wife had him (in her Press Conferance) this morning. 

'IRE PRESIDEm': I told her to. He might just as well accept his new reapon-

sibilities . It i s all right. 

(General d i scussion-- ott the record. ) 

Q. Did you get out for a ride this afternoon?. 

niE PRESIDEm': Yes; I went out for an hour. 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

'IBE PRES:(DENT: Silence, please ; Mr. Godwin wishes to ask a question. I ~.0 

not know whether he does or not . Do you? 

MR. GODWIN: No, sir. 

ME PRESIDENT: All right. Next. 

' . 
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" ur. Prellident, ia a modit1oat1on contao,plated at the C1Y1l Aeronautic a 

.Authority Order? 

mE PRESIDENT: II a what? 

" A modi f ication contempl ated of t he Civil Aeronautics Author1tr Order. Are 

you consi dering a modi fication ot that~ 

'lBE PRESIIlEm': No, ot c01rse not. 

Q. 'lbere haQ been a good deal of ag1 tation overr it. 

'!liE FRESillENl' : Yes , so much so that I got Steve (Mr. Early) and one or two 

others to prepare a stateme.nt which he can give you afterwards. It is 

perfectly pQlit e but i t has implications. 

(Reading) "Since the transmittal of Reorgan1zat1 on i>1ans Nos. 
III and IV a tlood ot misinformation has engulfed those sections 
dealing with the Civil aeronautics Authority. Mlch of this has 
fallen ot its own abeurditJ and needs no comment. 'Ibis morn­
ing, however, we sa?t a group of well-intentioned people --" 

Mind you, t hat is a fri ghtfully polite phrase. 

"staking out an exclusive claim to a so-called "lobby to save 
lives . " 

Of course that sort of thing, all that sort of misinformation -- this 

is not in the statement -- but, obviously, it comes :from one of three 

sources, whether it is lobbying or in Congress o~ in the press or 

special writers -- it comes from three things, either ignorance or 

gu.liibilitJ or politics. It .,is rather an interesting analysis that, I 

think. Those three things are the source of most or our public t roubles, 

ignorance, gulli bility or politics. Luckily, the people of the country 

are more or less onto that t act. I think this i s the t1rst time it 

has been put in words. 

Q. What is the di stinction, Mr. President , between gulli bilitJ and politi cs? 

(Laughter ) 

THE PRESID!NT: I think there is all the distinction in the "M>rld . Ask 

around the press room. '!hey will tell you • 

• 

-- ·--
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•fte lJWUcatlcm that we are DDt 1Dtere•M4 1D ••'riD& 

line, which il certa1Dl)r contradicted b;r the :record of oar 
progrea• in cirtl artatlon du1'1118 reoat 7Mno ooJII)ela -
to restate in a1JII)le terma the bade features of the reo~ 
ganization plana affecting the Oirtl Aeronautics AUthorJ. t;r. 

"I m1gbt III!T here that eTerybody 1e tor the abstrac't 
idea of reorganization in the interest of increased ettilcienoy 
and econoJ111. However, there i s a r ather diacouraging collapse 
ot entbus1a8111 when concrete pr oposals are ms.de. In seU'ish 
pr otection ot their own special interests we alW&Ts find par­
ticular groups who hitherto favored reorganization arisi.Dg in 
protest . 

"As it now stands, there are three agencies --• 

I have just read one ot the afternoon papers that said we now have a . (\ 

centralized control over aeronautics. ot course , it i s not at all. 

"-- three agencies -- the Civil Aero.na'iiUU five-member Author­
i t:r, the Administrator , and the Air Safet;r Board - - all au­

· tonomous groups , none of them represented a t the Cabinet 
table. ~e inherent problems confronting them were intensified 
by friction, particularly w1 thin the Air Safety Board." 

I do not have t o go into that, you all kncwAt . 

"For five months the Administrative Management Division of 
the Budaet bureau made a study at 1111 request or the operation 
of the Authority. It became obvious that a change was impera­
tive if we were t o continue to move forward in civil aviation. 
Here, in simple summary, is the proposal: 

"1. Despite handicaps, the federal program for civil 
aeronautics has now achieved a stature and an importance which 
justify bringing t his program more closely into the federal 
family . " 

And, incidentally, probably, as those of you wbo have read the consti tu-

tion know, the President is, Ull1"ortunstel y for 1111 own peace ot mind, the 

Executive. In other words, there cannot be any executives except those 

that are responsible under tb? Constitution, through the President, to 

the country. 

"'!he proposal ?.1.11 place it w1 thin the framework of the Depart­
ment of Col!llleroe where it will have a closer rela"tionehip with 
the important reporting services --" 

Othe~ services which are tied in definitely with aeronautics • 
• 

"-- of the Weather Bureau --" 

' 

, 
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lbich, of course, is extremely ~ortant for the aatety of life. 

"-- 8Jid the e11enUal air naTip.tion chart serrtce of the Coast 
and Geodetic SurT87•" 

Mind you, nobody M"er thought of that until this c11111111 up. You see, these 

are all tied together, the Coast and Geodetic SerTices and the Weather 

SerTices. 

"More than that it will proTide representation at the cabinat 
table far a program of basic significance to our natl.onal trans­
portation and our national defense. Present world conditions 
make the merit of this phase ot the proposal obrtous. 

"2• The present five-melli>er Authority which has received 
such widespread praise remain.s as an INDEPENDEm' cirtl Aero­
nautics Board performing the basic regulatory twlctions. It 
will cont1nu~ to appoint aDd control its own personnel and sub­
m1 t its Qllll budget. 

"3• Certain ot the Authority's functions are transferred 
to the Administrator --" 

Because they are purely administrative -

"-- to eliminate a blind spot created by the failure of the 'CiTil 
Aeronautics Act ot 1938 to carry out the intention ot CoDgress to 
distinguish clearly between the twlctions of the Administrator 
and the Authority." 

There are an awtul lot of headaches because the language of the bill as 

drawn did not c~ry out the intent of the Congress. 
J 

"4 . The function of investigating aooidents is transferred 
to the Civil Aeronautics Board which, unlike the present Air 
Safety Board , will not be helpless --" 

But has an entirely separate en t1 ty w1 thin it , as I said the other day, 

the Bureau --

"-- to take positive steps .toward preventing the recurrence ot 
accidents. Unlike the Air Satety Board, the Civil Aeronautics 
Board will have the power to prescribe air sat~ty rules, regula­
tions, and standards, and t o suspend or revoke certi f icates 
atter hearing. Not o~ does this continue the present indepen­
dence of accident investigation, but it also makes possible 
prompt translatl.on of findings into corrective acti on. 

"5 . Not o~ are we advancing the cause of air satety by 
these changes but we will also realize appreci able eaTings. 
Several highly paid posi tiona on the Air Se.tety Board will be 
eliminated and other economies made possible.• 



' 

cAt the s~~~~~e time the pereoDJlel '11111 be kept, or oourse, eubstant1al.l:f 

the same. 

~ Mr. President, when the bill, the Cirtl Aeronautics Bill, wu passed there 

was a great deal or talk that the ol d board was the lawmaker, judge aDd 

JIU"1• Now, is this not a ret\a'n t o that situation? 

'1m: PRESID:ENI': No. just the other way around. 

,~ I thought you said they make the r egul ations and then they i nvestigate 

'1m: PRESIDENT: (interposi ng) No , the Board has r egulatory fUnctions , the 

rive-man board -

~ (interposing) Makes t he rules? 

THE PRESIDENI' : Makes the rules. It can also inves tigate an accident am 

make rules to prevent it from happening again, but the administrative 

end is now put under en administrator. 

~ What does he do in that case? I remember in the Bronson CUtting death, 

in that accident there were objections because the old board was making 

the rules, entorcing them and then, when anything went wrong, it inves-

J tigated itselt . 
l/1 * '1m: PRESIDmT: I know, because they are investigating a t the present time. 

You have three investigatory bodies covering accidents. You have the 

CAA, you have the Air Satety Board when you have Ill}. acci dent, aDd the 

\.(' ......... ~] ') 
Advisory Commission for Aeronautics , three different groups. Nati onal 

Here you hav e two cUr:terent groups. 

~ 'lbe CAA makes the rules and the Safety Board, which is independent, makes 

its investi gation --

'IHE PRESIDENr (inter:Posing): And recol!lllends the rules , which is exactly as 

they do now. It is an entir ely separate bureau, a separate thing, and 

the Q~, as such , hereatter will not investigate the acci dents. 

~ '1/ho will? 

.,.. l 
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'lBI PR!SIDDI's Their bureau, tbe A1r Satet7 Board lld.uu• tho•• three peopl.• 

at the top who were tighUDg each other all day loDg. 

Q. Now we are gettiDg the real --

'mE Plm:>IDENT (1nterpos1Dg): Yes . They will do the innst1gatiDg end the 

OM ,;.,n•t •. nten they mall:e , as they do toda;y, recolllll18ndations tor new 

rules. '·' 

Q. V/111 not this group be under an Assistant Secretary ot Ool!lll8roe? 

'mE PmsiDENT: No, no; they are 1ndependant . They report to the President 

through the Secretary ot Commerce. ., 
Q. They report to the Secretary? 

'ffiE PRESIDENT: They report to the President through the Secretary of COlllllerce. 

They won't report to the Secretary of Ool!lll8rce. They will report to 

the President through the Secretary ot C~erce, which is a different 

thing. , 

~ Have they been reporting directly? 

'lHE PRESIDJ!N'l': Yes, but they h.o.ve forty-five people at the present time r~ 

porting. If I had eight or ten or. fifteen people it would be a lot 

easier. As you probably know, I spend more time than BirY President 

w1 thin the memory of man in reading these reports end getting them from 

forty-five different agencies . It is impossible; most people could not 
\ 

do it. 

Q. (somewhat inaudible) 1'/ell, this particular agency had forty-five --

(Lnughter) ' 

'lHE PRESIDENT: Sure, that is right. 

Q. Do you know anybody else that can do it? (Laughter) 

Q. (Mr. Godwm, who spoke simultaneously with the President, end whose ques­

tion, therefore, passed unnoticed) \Vho are you cuttiDg it down for? 

THE Pms!DENT: I am o.traid most people would die Under the strain or, aa 
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aome people i n the past haTe done, they just would DOt do it. 

Q. Yr. Preei dent, can you tell us anything yet aba1 t the l'i rst Circuit COill"t 

ot Al>peals Department? 

'mE· PRESIDEm': No, not yet. 'nlsy are still il.'eld.ng into 1 t . 

Q. ·Wi ll you cormnerit on the suggestion at the Capitol that 

'lHE PRESim:m' (interposing): On what? ~· . 

Q. -- t hat the 75 per cent requirement - limitation-- tor paym111ts under 

the ts.rm parity progr8Jll be eliminated and it be made 100 per cct instead? 

THE PR.i!SIDEm' : I cannot because the thing is in conference and :t. am not 

t8Jl1111ar with what i s going on every day on i~ . I do not know what the 

present status is. 

Q. ADything you can tell us about your conterence with Senator ~tey? 

'lHE PRESIDENl' : He just ceme in to tell ma the good news that he had carried 

the primaries in the St at e ot Pennsylvania, 

Q. What did you say to him, s1r2 (Laughter) 

THE PRl!SIDENl': Well, I shook him warmly by t!J,e hand. 

Q. Mr. President, do you have any collll!.8nt on the new book called "'nle American 

l'lb.i te Book" which purports - -

Q. (interposing) "The American White Paper. " · 

Q. -- "'nle American White Paper" which purports to be an authentic recital or 

the bac!Cground or American diplomatic moves in the last !1!111' months? 

THE PRESIDENl' : Did 11 ttle :!Crock a.sk you to ask that question? 

Q. No, he did not , (Laughter) 

'lEE PRESIDENT: I heard a rumor that he was going to get somebody ·1l'o ask 

that question, 

'Q. '.!be rumor i s unfounded, in this direction. 

'lHE PRESIDOO': I thillk it is extremely interesting. That is a good answer, 

Q. •nurt is as !ar"as your oollll!.8nt will go? 

.· 
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THE PRl!SIDJ:Ill's I th1nlc it is utr1111111l7 1ntereat1ng. It it were not tor the 

tact t hat it might be considered adnrtilling eomeb0d7 elee•e wares, I 

would say that I took great pleasure in reading. it, 

~ Do you have any comment on the Texas delegation eituttion? 

THE PRESIDmT: Which ei tuation? ··· 

~ 'lhe peace move betwee~ Mr. Rayburn and t.tr. J"ohneon at the Garner delegation. 

THE ffil!SIDEm' : Only what I read in the papat'e. 

~ Mr. President, di d you talk to Mackenzie K1ng about the defense ot the 

Northeast in connection w1 th the Newfoundland air bases? 

'mE PRESIDJ!NT: VIe had just a nice, pleasant, social call at Warm Springs 

and here. That is what he told you, wasn't it? 

~ Yes . (Laughter) 

· ~ Since this vi sit you have not been asked about the st. Lawrence, .AJ:x;yth.inc 

on that? 

'mE PRl!SIDENl' : No; no news on it at all. I think they ere still working on 
l 

it, aren ' t they? on the T.reaty? 

~ I do not know, '!here was a s tory at the time of b1 s visit here that it 

would be signed, 

'.!HE PRESIDENT: I do not think t hat is through yet. They are just drafting, 

MR. GOD71IN: '!hank you, Mr. President. 

I I 

' ' I 
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'IRE PRESIDl!NT: I h8.ve got a thing that I have had copi ed for you , which 

Bill, (Mr. Hassett) will give you aft erwards . It i s a letter from the 

Director of the Budget to Mr. Hinckley, Bob Hinckley, gi v1ng certain 

intl!rpretatione of Plans Nos. III and IV and - - well , you will have to 

read it -- making it perfectly clear thai the Civil Aeronautics Author- , 
•. . 

i ty remains an independent agency in ita functioning. And (also) a 

copy of a letter from the Attorner ·General to t he Director o:f the Budget 

saying: 

(Reading) "I have examined your letter of this date to 
the Secretary o:f CollllllBrce in which you set forth your 'interpre­
t&tion of the provisions of Reorganization Plans III and IV 
relating to the Civil Aeronautics Authority, and I agree with 
the conclusions reached by you .~ 

no t here is the legal sanction end of it . I do not think - -

Q. (interposing) Does it break down, Mr . President, th e three anticipated 

savings planned for , to show how much of that is Civil Aeronautics? 

'IF..E PRESIDENT: No, this is the legal and entirely. 

Q. The Legal end? 
r 

'lEE PRESIDENT: Yes, a s to the effect of it, the legal end . 

I do not think I have got anything else • 

• 
Q. Mr . President, every tinte there bas been a crisis in the offing in the 

past you have intervened directly vnth the would-be belliger ents. There 

is a crisis now in the offi ng in the Mediterr&nean. Have you done llJly-

t hing about it? 
' 

'lliE PRES:rm!:NT: Oh , I think that probably what the Aoting Secretary or State 

told you yesterday is th~· only thing you can get out of it. 

I 
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Q I s there ~bing else outside or the news? 

THE PRESIIIJ!:NT: No, I do not think so. We are striving, as we have right 

along, to prevent the extension or "the war to other o.reas end ot hll'l' 

nati ons , and that is all that can be sai d . 

Q Would that cover the i nquiry as to what you were saying to the Italian 
1). 

•:Aillbassador? 

'IHE PRESIDENI': Yes . 

Q To prevent the extension or war? 

'lEE PRESIDmT: Of war to new areas and other nations. 

~ ~~. President , I would l ike to ask you a question about your conference 

w1 th the two Congressmen who were here yesterday, Gore, I think, and 

was it Monroney? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q. With respect to the new housing bill -- the program which seems to be hl1ll8 

up with three or tour various groups attacking va.rious angles . Can you 

tell us anything about it? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: I think I can cover it in about one or two sentences. The u. 

S. Housing Authority hAs got to the point where it haw accomplished a 

great deal in the way of slum clearance , as we all know, and latterly 

they have been extending this work to smaller cCIIliiJ:Wl1 ties; in t act, al-,. 

most down to what might be called the agricultural .convmm1ty and , so 

f ar, the cooperation of the different locali t i es ha s been fine . The 

Administration has felt t ha t they ought to have more authorized funds 

for continuing the building program. Now, how much that should be, as 

I told the ~vo gentlemen yesterday, is in the discretion of the Congress 

but we do not want to stop the 110rk. That, I think, covers it. 

.., tJ ct That was an o. K., ~ take it, for a going program? 

THE PRESIDENT: To continue a program. Now, I am not saying exactly what the 

.. 
I 
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sum should be - it should be in the discretion ot the Congress. I do 

not want to wind up slum clearance because it is doi1J8 an awtully Sl)od 

job. 
) I 

~ Mr. President , Mr. Gore objects, I , believe, to the syst~ being followed 

UDder the present U. s. (Housi ng) program, Would you be willill8 to ac-

capt any modifi cations of the present setup to meet his objectiona? 

'IHE PRESIUENT: The trouble w1 th that is --

~ (intsrposi1J8) He objects to· the 50-year basis , for one thing, 

'IHE PRESIDENT: Personally , I feel that fifty years is too long, l.argeJ,y be-

cause we, in this country, are a very young nation and our physical 

locations of population change so frequently that a building which is 

put up today in a suburban area or in an old slum area ma:y very .easily, 

through the processes of business , change and be i n the .m1ddle of a 

business district in another t hirty or forty years. The older civilize-

tiona of the world do not ch8118e their co!I:I!IUlli ty geography as fast as we 

do--

~ (interposing) Mr. President --

THE PRESIDENT: and there are various differential s also , probably, between 

the city type of apartment house and the suburban type of small bouse, 

the individual small house or the three or f our or five-family house, 

Now, all those have to be taken into conaideration when you come to the 

length of life of the project. We are learning a lot, I would say there 

isn • t any hard and fast rule that can be l a id down yet. It is going 

throogh -- the whole housing problem is in the evolutionary process an:l., 
• 

on the whole, I think we are improving the work that the Government is 

doing each year. 

~ Mr. President, there are reports on t he Pacifi c Coast that some sort of 

direct or indirect Government pressure has been brought to halt shipments 

• 
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of copper to Russia by ~ of the Pacific? 

1HE PRESIDENT: I nenr heard of it. You will han to ask aomabody else. 

Q. Mr. President , can you tell us what steps are beill8 taken by this GoT«rn-

ment to prevent the spread of war to new areas and other nations? 

'IRE PRESIDI!Nl': We are doing everything we can, 
c 

Q. About all Mr. Welles t old us yesterday about the conversation with the 

Italian Ambassador was to refer us to you, can you tell us whether you 

received f rom him or from our Ambassador in Rome any assurances ~bout 

about the Italian position? 

'IRE !'RESIDENT: I think what I said to Earl (Mr, Godwin) covers it pretty well, 

that we are continuing to work for peace. 

Q. Mr. President, do you have any comment on the efforts of certain farm 
c.~~ n processing groups to get the Wage-House ~ct amended in the House? 

THE PRESIDENT: To get it amended bow? 

Q. In the House. 

THE PRE'3I Dm>l'l': The Wage-Hour Act? Heavens, haven ' t they been at it for six 

days? Do you know what they have done? I don 't know, I do not t hink 

anybody knows what the exact status of it is today. I do not t hink it 

would be intelligent for me to comment on it. 

Q. Is there anything in common in principle between the Government's efforts 

to maintain wages and to maintain farm prices? 

'IRE PR:ESIDENT: Do the two f!P together? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, surt ; why not? 

Q. Ur. President , is there anyt,bing you can say or comment on Secretary of the 
.~ • 1 

NavY Edison' s state:nent w1 th regard to battleships needing more protec-

tion against airplane bo111bs? 

t 'lHE PR:ESIDENT: Well, only that this is just another event in the hist?ry at 

• 
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national detenae, I t bas ~ parallels, eTen i n our 01n1 short hietorr. 

Defense is an evol utione.ry pr ocess and people are v ery apt to draw ell 

ki nds or si l l y conclusi ons when some batt le happens somewhere, There 

are one or two very good examples of a : When you and I were boy s we 

r emember the fight of the four or rive wooden Union ships down at Hampt on 

Roads - - (Laughter) 

Q. (interposing) Who are you speaking to, Mr. President? (Laughter) 

mE PRl!SID:ENT : - - and there came sneaking down out of Norfolk a strange thing, 

a qu eer looking craft , a.nd it s t arted in, systematically, to dest roy the 

Union ships and, having done a prett y ertective job one day, i t retired 

for the night and started in on t he second day when, in through the Capes , 

came a "cbeesebox on a raft"• They bad a grand fight, perfectly grand 

fight, and the MERRniflC bad to withdraw. Whereupon everybody in this 

country said , "Ra, a t la.st we have found an invincible, unsi nkable ship," 

and the Union Government proceeded to build than just as fast as the 

Lord would let them, 

Well , of course, they were not unsinkable ships because that very 

heavy turreted, armored turret type of ship -- No, 1 , it could not go to 

sea; it was perfectly graDi to anchor in the mouth of a harbor or in very 

good weather, in the summertime, it might go from one ~bor to the other, 

But we were all convinced - - go in your own cemory (laughter) , just 

think h~v thrilled we were that a t l aet we bad discovered the unsinkable 

ship. 

- Of coo.rse, in a very short time t he other side of warfare came into 

play, A gun came along that would sink the unsinkable shi p and some-

body , a 11 ttle la. ter on, came along with a torpedo. I t is entirely a 

process of evolution, 

!l'ow, you children who are here today (Laughter) , you remember what 
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happened 1n 1914. I was aaked to wr1 te en article (when I was) in the 

Navy Department by -- what was his name? -- George HarTey; who ran the 

North American Review at the outbreak of the war in 1914 when the sub-

marines , German submarines, were sinking everything i n sight. At last 

_here had been discovered, not an unsinkable ship but an offensive type 

.of shi p that could sink every other ship in the world - - the exact op-
' 

posi te. So I wrote en article ror the North Ameri can Review, pointing 

out that the submarine might , for a few months or for a few years, raise 
. 

havoc w1 th merchsnt ships and warships but that , judging by history, 

the defense vrould dev elop pretty fast, the defensive weapon, and not the 

submarines, making a ttacks would be curbed. 

Well, the article was published-- I think it is in the September 

number of 1914 . And -- this is just a little sidelight for some of you 

who , like myself, have wri tten for pay -- I supposed that George Harvey 

would send me a check for this article. It was the lead in the North 

American Review. And no check came. I did not like to wr1 te to George 

Harvey and say, ''Where is IllY pay?" Well, f inally, way on in October, I 

got a letter from George Harvey saying, "Dear Mr. Secretary: A:t a meet-

ing of t he Boar,d of Directors of the North American Review a resolution 

was passed thanking you --" (Laughter) "-- thanking you for your splendid 

leading article in the September number and , in token of their esteem 

and appreci ati on, they have voted to send you the North Ameri can Review, 

free, for one year ." (Laughter) 

I l earned a lesson. I use the contract method first now. (Laughter) 

Q Would you say t hat was t he start of the surplus coim!odities idea? (Laughter) 

'!HE PRESIDENT: Yes , that is right. 

Now, of course , on t his Navy ship business, it i s t rue we are study-

ing all those t hings. We have · got very l ittle intol'llllltion out or Norway, 

, .... 



out or t he North Sea operations, v ery scrappy information, just a ·little 

piece here and a little piece there. We are keeping in just as close 

touch w1 t h it as we possibly can. Uu.doubtedly there are lee sons out or 

. " it. What the· final implication or import of this is, is not yet ~olly 

clear to anybody, I suppose not even to the British Navy i tselt . ADd 
' 

we are tryiug to keep up just as f ast as t he technical knowledge and re-

quirements, based on known facts and events, will warrant us to go. 

Q Lir. President , where do you think General Billy Mitchell's views Vlill fit 

into that picture? 

THE PRESIDENr: What? 

Q GoDeral M!. tchell' s views, whicli were hazed (?) over a long period of time? 

mE PRESIDENT: ?iell, I will tell y'ou what it is like. It is like trying to 

say, "What would Jefferson say i f be were alive today?" In other words, 

Billy Mitchell was talking about condi tiona of one era -- he was a Vflr'Y 

great friend of mine -- and we are talking about cond!. tiona of another 

era . I do not know what he would have said if he were alive today. 

Q Mr. President, I am not quite clear as to your conclusions. Is the old 

row of battleship versus airplane, is it still in status quo? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: There never has been a row, Earl (Ik. Godwin) . 

Q. Well, there. has been a controversy between --

'lHE PRESIDENT (interposing) : Oh, it .!ll!.kes good copy, both for the Press and 

. tor officers • • 

Q. All right. Well, then, as far .as naval strategy is concerned in the defense 

of the American Continent, then, there isn' t any difference today as 

between the strength of a battleship, in your mind today , as opposed to 

last month? 

THE PRESID:ENT: Battleships, airplanes , torpedoes, submarines are all weapons 

of war, e.ll of which fit i n together, and you cannot say that there is 

I 
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a permanent f i ght between one weapon ot war e:nd another weapon of war. 

They supplement each ot her. The battleshi p bas i ts plaoe, the ai r pl ane 

bas its place, the torpedo bas its place, the mine, the net , everything . 
el se, They all fit i .nto a picture, 

Q. Mr . President, can you tell us which little bubble will eat which at the 

fini sh of t his t hing? 

'ffiE PRE:>IDENT: It never comes to tbat. It never bas yet i n history. 

Q. Do you t hink we have gi ven its due proportion t o our a ir defenses? 

'mE PRESII!Etfl': Yes, I think eo, 

Q. (interposi ng) Mr. President - -

THE FRESin:ENT: Of course it remillds me - - I told you the story before - ­

about T. R. (Presi dent 'nleodore Roosevelt) and Portla!ld, Maine, and 1 

peopl e r epresenting ~Uline papers might copy, (Laughter} 

Q. Mr. President, in connection with t he same subject of modernizing war 

equipment, both Gener al !.!arshall and General Arnold have testified in 

t he l ast cou~le or ·days, before t he Senate !Mli tary Appropriations 

Co~ttee , t hat e~eriences of this war, so far , have s h6wn that our 

A:rm::r is not equipped with a good many things that have proved to be 

vi teJ. and which t he Germans and some of t he othem have. Have you fol-

lowed that? 

'filE PRESI D"ENT: Oh,- yes; we are learning all the time, I will j ust g1 ve you 

an example : I got yesterday a request for a .good many millions or dol­' 
lara worth more blankets . How, that i s just as important in running a 

war as rifles are , as Napoleon has reo:arked in somewhat s i milar terms . 

We need several millions of dollars worth of blankets because our 

"blanket supply is just barely big enough to go around once and if a 
I 

fellow lost h.1iJ blanket he I'Truld be rut of luck. Now, there is an 1llus-

t r ation. 

.-
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Q. I was referring particularly to (anti- ) aircraft guns? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: Aircraft guns? Probably, as far as we know, on the other 

side they have developed a larger type or guns for planes than we are 

using at the present time and we probably have to put on larger types 

of guns. 

Q. How about gasoline tanks? 

'lEE PRESIDENT: Same thing~ Of course we have been worldng on that . VIe have 

got something that is pretty good. We don ' t know that it is as go·od as 

the German type. 

Q. How about the reserve supply of tin? 

ffiE PRESIDENT: Well, we have got a good deal of tin. Probably (it would be} 

a good idea to get some more. 

Q I think the generals have suggested that the au thorized appropriation for 

the next couple of yea rs be telescoped in the next year and t he Budget 

Bureau cut them down. Have you any comnent on that? 

" 'IRE PRESIDENI' : The answer is a very simple one: We are spending this year 

on appropriations more money than '''e have ever spent before for national 

defense -- a great deal more, if you add up the figures together - - and 

in some cases we are using facilities of the country, supply f acilities, 

to the utmost and the appropriation of more funds would not get us more 

goods. But, . if Congress wants, after studying the thing correctly , to 

add to those appropriations - - well, that is entirely up to the Congress. 

Only, I am not going to, if I can help it, except in certain obvious cases--

well , like, for instance, blankets - - I am not going to ask Congress fo:r 

more money at this session. But the~ have a perfect right to appropriate 

more money. 

Q. Will changes in the design of our ships, which are planned, authorized and 

appropriated for, seri'ously delay any addition to '!;he n=rical strength 
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ot our neet ? 

'lHE PRESIDENT! Not Tery 1111Ch. 

MR. GODWIN: '.!hank you, Mr. President; a good story. 

'mE PRESI!ll'm' : I tri ed to i llustr ate. 

Q. It is an awtully good story. 

I 

·~ 

I 
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Press Conterence #641, 
Held in the ObserYation Rnd at the Presidential Speoial Train, 
En route l:lyde Park, New York, to Washington, D. c. 
May 6 , 1940, 3. 20 P, M, E. S, T. 

·. 
\ 

'lHE ~Im.:m': Hello, Mr. President (Mr. Felix Belair , president of the 

Wh1 te House Correspondents • Association}, how are you? 

Q. (Mr. Belair} Pretty good, Mr. President , 

mE PREsiDmT: Well, I did not have any complaints t his time. Were they 

all right? 

Q. (Mr. Belair) '!hey were fairly good. They missed the roulette wheel but , 

aside from that, eVerything was sood. , 

THE PRESID!NT: Now, who did I ask to look up that roulette wheel? 

MR. RASSET'l': I am afraid I am derelict there, Mr. President . 

'IRE PRESIDENI': Will you look it up? I am perfectly sure somebody gaTe me a 

roulette wheel for Christmas around six years ago and none ot mf family 

have the money to play roulette so I thought I woold turn it over to you, 

Q. None of my family do either. 

Q. Not having the wheel, the boys could not gamble but , a side from that, it 

is all right. 

THE PRESIDENI': Well, anybody want a pardon? ('.Ihe President had a large pile 

of pardon cases in front of him,) It i s a good chance. 

Q. I will take one. 

Q (Mr. Q.ualters) 1'\:D.y blank ones, sir? (Laughter) 

'lHE PRESIDmT: I can always fill your name in, Tom. It is o.ll right , 

I do not think I have any':"news at all, 

.._ Q What prompted you to go back this afternoon instead ot tonight, Mr. 

President? Anything in the international situati on? 

'IBE PRESIDElfl': Nothing; nothing in particular, juat the general reeling that 

•· 
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I haYe sometimes in these dqs it I stq a1n17 too loDg, I besin to 

get nervous about the general situation. ihere isn't anything to 

justify 1 t but atter I have been awq from Washington a ~ew days I say 

to !IIYSelt, "1.tr God, what is goiDg to break this afternoon on the J!l1ro-

pean front?" 

Q. There has been ?'o indication that Italy is going to m.are? 

mE ~IDENT: No; no, we have not had a thing. I talked at lunch time to-

day 8lld there wasn't any news other than appeared in the newspapers. In 

fact, there was a great deal less news than appeared in the peper, tor 

obvious reason~:~. Is that perfectly all right, Carlton? 

Q. (Mr. Smith) Yes, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: Any other question? 

Q. I have had sever~ inquiries about the cotton crop insurance bill. There 

are reports in Washington that you have or are about to veto i t?0 

'IRE PRESIDENT: I think you will have to wait until we get to Washington be-

cause, off the record, I do think that I vetoed it before I l ett. It 

was to go up to the Hill but - - do not use this because somebody may 

have appealed to Rudolph (Mr. Forster) to hold it up until I get back. 

But do not use it. 

Q. Nothing to be said about it? 

THE PRE5IDENT: No', tor the reason that if I did veto or do veto it, the 

reason for it is consistency. When we put in the wheat insurance, 1 t 

was distinctly understood by everybody, both on the Hill and the Vndte 

House and the Department of Agriculture, that it was en experiment, the 

thought being that crop insurance by the Go!ernment ought to pay for it­

self. It ought to be -- I do not know whether you can put crops on an 

actuarial basis, but there should be a su1'ficient premium, based on 

experience, to have the Government come out even on the thing as a whole. 
'-" 
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Well , we have had wheat insurance now - - I thillk we are in the secoJid 

year of it and we have not yet come out even. 'Ibis year on it, as 

I r~ember it -- this will eave me the trouble of telling this at the 

next Conference -- I thillk we are out of pocket about one and three-

quarters million or two million dollars. 

~ Is that one year' s operation? 

THE PRESim:NT: I do not know, Felix (ML- . Belair); I do not know whether it 
'-

is one year or two. Therefore we feel that we ought not to extend crop 

insurance to cotton until we know more about it. The veto is baaed on 

what might be called a general understanding with the Congress that :we 

< • try out the experiment on wheat first and then, if we can, ·make it work, 

to extend~it to other crops, 

~ Can we use it ~or background? 

THE PRESID:Elfl': Do not use it ' today, Use it when the bill is vetoed, 

~ Next week? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , 

Q. We have had another inq_uiry about a request for a pardon for Dr. Frederick 

Cook, the man who did not go to the North Pole, 

'IRE PRESIDl!lfl': I never heard about it. 

' ' 

MR. HA.SSE'l'l': I found, on further 1nqui:cy, that it went di.rectly to Washington 

and was referred to t he Department of Juatiee, It was not received a t 

Hyde Park at all , 

'lEE PRESIDENT: There again , you know there is a general rule that I brought 

to Washington from Albany where I had put it into effect way back in 

•' January, 1929 . I found that there was no particular rule about restoring 

people's o i tizenship and it depended largely on 'Who was C<>vernor and who 
-. 

the person was and who his powerful friends were, There ~as altogether 

too much of that and so I put in a rule in Albany that ~o-ne who had · 

• 
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been disobarged f rom prison a Dd from parole, in othsr words was oca-

pl e tely t ree and did not haTe to r epor t ~ mor e , would haTe to go a 

tull twr years betore applyi ng t or a res toration of oi U zenship . 'lhat 

has had a Tery, Tery salutory effect because i t means t hat if a f ellow, 

when he gets out of jail and through tbe parole period , it he really 

wants to make good, be does not have to use his friends , he has to haTe 

a good, clean record for tour whol e years. It bas bad a Tery excell ent 

effect all tbe WfJY through in Alb~ and so I brought tbe same rule down 

to Washington. 

Of course, in the case of some horrible crime , I let it go a good 

deal longer than that. Then, I have had one'turther rule which all the 

narcotics people have got onto, , the peddlers: I never giv e a pardon 

in a narcotics case unless it is perfectly obvious that it was some 

poor creature who acted as a messenger boy end had nothing to do with 

the actual obtaining end distribution of the narcotics . I have had two 

or three of those but there is a general rule against any form ot pardon 

in a narcotics case. 

Do not use that in connection w1 tb Dr. Cook. 'Ihis is just tor your 

own background . 

Q. Yes , sir, 

THE PRESIDENT: I wi l l have to be again entirely orr the record and enti rely 

' frank. When Bill came up this morning and talked abwt a pardon for Dr. 

Cook, I said , "~ God, what did he do besides claiming the North Pole? 

I never knew be bad been in jail . " 

Q. He had been in jail for some time. 

Q He served bis full term and wes release~ in 1930 . 
I 

'IHE PRESIDENT: I wonder that be did not apply for a pardon to restore bis 

citizenship because if he was let out in 1930, be could have applied for 

" , 
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a restoration or oitizenahip four years later. 

~ I believe it was-i.930 that he was released. He was on parole then, 

' THE PRESIDENT: That would not have been more than a year of two years !lt the 

outside. I wonder why he did not apply. 

~ He did not apply now; this friend of M·s has. 

THE PREStnENT: Some of 'thim do not know and do not care. I restored citizen­

ship to a ' fellow who went to jail in 1900 for six months for some liquor 

deal down seuth. He served four or fi 'fB months ; they took away his 

citizenship and he never applied to have it restored until 1940, forty 

years later. Isn't it amusing? Uprigjlt citizen; nothing against him 

\. 
all those years. 

Q Mr. President, can you enlighten us any on the p;resent status of the United 

States Film Service? The House and Senate both rejected the appropri-

ation o'f $106 ,000 and it looks like it ·is going rut of the picture unless 

something is done. I wonder if anything is contEI!IPlated? 

THE PRESIDENT: All you can say is that they have the right to cut the appro-

priation and it is too bad because it vtas of interest to a .great many 

people, millions of them, all those three pictures they have done. It 

is about as good an expenditure of public mo.ney as you can find, All 

t he film producers were for it. The plains one and the erosion one and 

the third one, imat is the l ast one -- what was it? 

Q The birth of a child. 

Q It never had a specific appropriation before, did it? 

·~ It was paid out of Farm Security? 

'IRE PRJ!SIDENI': Yes. 

q Can it live on that premise still? 

\ 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think it can. I think the Comptroller has ruled 

· against it. in View Qf the.present language, bu.t I am not sure. • 

.,. 
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Q. (Mr. Cornell) 'DiaJllc rou, Mr. President • 

'IHE PRE3IDENT: I cannot t hink or anything else. I bad a quiet Um.e at H;rde 

Park and I hope to go back i n two weeks. 

Q. Did you find your mother in good health? 

'IHE PRESIDENT: l"ine, 

Q. A:D:f particular appointments tomorrow - the Big l"our? 

'mE PRI!SID:ENT: I euppose t hey will be in in the morning as ueual, 

Q. Have your plans for the western trip been developed any since you talked 

to us in Warm Springs? 

THE PRESIDmT: I won't even think about that until I know something about 

Congress going home, 

Q. How about the Isle Royale Park on the Great Lakes? 

mE PRESIDENT: \fe might stop on the way back, 

Q That would entail a cruise on the Great Lakes? 

'!HE PRbSIIlENI' : Yes • 

Q The first President to cruise on the Grea t Lakes? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. As a matter of fact , I am not going to think about that 

~ trip in any shape , JJ;l8.l~Ilar or form until I know when Congress is going 

home, 

It is rather pathetic - - one of the girls saw !Ae.c (Mr. !leintyre) 

at-Asheville on the way back and :Jac was announcing that he was going 

to make that trip. or course the doctor would not let him go on tbe 

trip for anythillG in the world, But he just made Up his mind that he 

was going on the trip, 

Q. If Mac went on that trip we would have to· stop at Asheville on the way back, 

'IHE PRESIDENT: Absolutely. Of course we will see him in Asheville on tbe 

way down. We a r e going to turn over the arrangements for Great Smoky 

Park to uac. It is all right • 

.. --~--------------------------------------------



~ SCIIlebo~ took down that bil.rY1n Mci ntyre PosBUIII Preser n lign at W~ Spr1118•• 

THE PRl!SIDENl': I woDdered about i t end COIIIPlained about it. Of course, Mao 

might h&Ye had it taken down himsel.t, and the Harry Hopkins place 18 in 

very bad repair too. 

MR. BELAIR: Tbe.nk you, Mr. President. 

'IBE PRESIDENl': Oh, look; I will give you a e.tory. One or you asked wh~ I 

thought about the Hatch Bill in the House and I said that I hoped very 

much that it would get out in the House and be voted on and passed. 

Well, that is all. That is good enough. 

~ Bow many peopl e would that affect, sir? Any estimates made of that? 

'lliE PRESIDENl' : No, I do not know. You would have to read the congressional 

Record. 

~ (Mr. Belair) That is good for a column end a half anyway, Mr. President. 

'IHE PRESIDENT: Sure , 

~ (Mr. Reynolds) Every Scripps-Howard paper in the country will have it late 

this afternoon. 

' 
' 
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CONP'IDIN'l'!AL 
Preas ContereDOe #642, 
lb:eoutive Of':t:'ioea o:r the White House, 
~ 'tllq 10, 1940 , llo45 A, M, 

Q. Good morning, sir, 

'lHE PRESIDENT: · Good morning, 
.. 

('!here was a pause whi·ie· the correspondents were coming in. ) 

Still coming in? 

Q. 'lhia is probably the biggest crowd you ever had. 

'IRE PRE31DENI' : And probably less news. 

Q. I did pretty well this morning -- 1 . 30. 

~~ 
] 

'mE PRESIDENT : Why don ' t you (Mr. Reynolds , United Press representative) sit 

down in the chair? 

Q. (Mr. Reynolds) Good , 

Q. (From one of the correspondents who had been standing behind Mr. Reynolds) 

Thank you, L~. President . 

THE PRESIDmT: We will give him more room. He sits in the chair and ten 

peopl_e move up. 

Are they all in yet? 

Q. A bi g crowd this morni!lg. 

Q. (Mr. Q.ualter s) Still coming in, sir . 

l>R. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENI': I hope you had more sleep then I did . I guess most of you 

were pretty busy all night, 

'!here isn' t very much I c~ S!cy' about the situation. I think it 

speaks for· itself. I think I can say, personally, that I am in ,f'Ull 

sympathy with the very excellent statement that was gl. ven out, the 

proclamation, by the Q.ueen of the Netherlands, and l et i t go at that. 
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It is worth reading. 

I do not think there is any possible n81fll that I haTe. Cit oour1e 

there are a great III8DY things that are being studied and I think prob-

ably it is time not to call news or write as news things that are in a 

study stage. I do not know 11bat we will have during the rest of the 

" day from here but there i sn't anything at the present time. 

Q. Mr. President, would you care to say at this time what you think the chances 

are that we can stay out? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: Vlell , I think that would be speculative. In o,ther words, 

don't, for heaven's sake, *ay that that means that we may get in. That 

would be , again, writing yourself completely off on the limb and sawing 

it off, as it happened before. I t hink you can put it this wayl I see 

no change in the situa tion in that respect. That is pretty clear. 

Q. Since your speech regarding the peace blackout , Mr. President? 

'IHE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q. No change since your speech regarding t he peace blackout? 

'IHE PRESIDmi' : No change. 

Q. May we also quote your observation about the ~ueen of the Netherlands? 

'!HE HlESIDENT: Yes. 

Q. Would it be possible to restate what you said, Mr. President? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: Vihat did I say, Kannee? 

MR. KANNEE {referring to . his notes): "I am in full sympathy with the very 

excellent s t atement -- w 
·. 

'lHE PRESIDENT {interposing) : I said something before that about "personally." 

MR. KANNEE {reading) : "I think I can say, perso.nally, that I am in full 

sympathy with the very excellent statement that was given out, t he 

proclamation , by the Q.ueen of the Netherlands, and let it go at that." 

'lHE PRESIDENT: Ap.d let 1 t go at that. 



MR. 1tANREZ (reacUDg) 1 "'t ill worth readill8• " 

Q. Wi ll your speech t onight touch on the int ernatioDS.l situati on? 

mE PRESIDENT: I do not know because I h.s.Ye not written it . I am awfully 

sorry to spoil some stories but it i s lit erally true; I have not written 

it. 

Q. Mr. President, ther e bas been up, to last night a r ather stroDg effort to 

get Congress adjourned around the first week in June. Do you believe 

this s1 tuation warrants CoDgress remaining on loDger? 
' , 

'IHE PRESIDENT: I haven 1 t g1 ven it allY thought. 

~ Mr. President, shall we take up another domestic matter? Have you author-

ized the Justice Department t o go ahead in connection with this sub-

mergea oil land? 

'IBE PRESID:ENT: What is that? Oil land? 

~ The submerged offshore oil land that they r eported to you about? 

'!HE P"ilESIDI:!Nr: That i s still. I do not Y.now where it is . I told someone 

to dig it up. I thought it was in my basket and it i sn' t . 

Q. There was a r eport that they are preparing now to file a suit and that 

you had given them a green light on it . 

'IBE PRESI DEm': I will have to find out what happened. I have not thought 

about it since our talk about it about a month ago. Steve (Mr. Early) , 

will you look into that? 

~ ~. President, did you arrive at any ponclusions on procedure in the i~ 

mediate future during the conference which you just complet ed? 

THE PRESIDENI' : Oh, no. 

Q. Mr. President, when the war broke out 1 believe the German Government gave 

you a pl edge t hat it would not resort to bombing of open towns. In the 
_./ 

light of the t pledge , have you taken notice of the reports f r om our 

representatives that Brussels and open towns had been bombed? 
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'lliE PRESIDINT: That i s one or t he th11188 which ia UDder atu4;r • 

• ~ Mr. President ,. do you_haTe auy informati on aa to the possibility or ex-

tending the combat zones so as to include the Dutch Weat Indies and East 

Indies and so·on? 

'lEE PRESIDENT: Combat zones? 

~ Under t he Neutrality Prool811l8t10n? 
v 

THE PRESIDENT: There is no change contemplated at the present t i me on sea 
, 

areas . 

Q. Mr. President, do you see a.ny distinction in the erreot on American inter-

eats between the Japanese control or the Dutch East Indi es and the 

acquisition of them by Germany through the conquest of the Netherlands? 

THE PRESIDENT: I counted them -~ you have got seven "ifs" in your question 

tbet canDOt be answered. (Laughter) 

~ The "ifs" are getting smaller. 

MR. BELAIR : Thank you, Mr. President. 

\ 

I 
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~ Still hope to make Hyde Park this weak end? 

'lBB ffil!Slll!NT: I do not knew. I am not on twenty-tour hours • notice; I am 

on about twenty-tour minutes' notice. 

We will haTe to build a new room. 

Q Build a gallery. 

'lBB PRESIDPm': Is that it? 

MR. OONALDSON: All in. 

~ PRESIDENT : I apologize tor my coatless oond1 t1on. I did not ba.ve time 

to put it on. It is a somewhat timeworn excuse but a perfectly good one. 

There are a lot of things I could tell you but of course I know 

you will understand that there are probably a good many things it is 

better not to discuss in too much detail these days. They are same-

what difficult days for the whole world. 

I am sending up -- I do not know yet whether it will be tomorrow 

or Thursday;. it depends on whether I get the figures i n and whether I 

have time tonight to dictate a Message to go w1 th the fisures -- to 

Congress, this Message on national defense. It I get through with it, 

it will go up tomorrow and it I - do not, it will go up on 'lbursday. I 

cannot give you any figures because I am not ready yet. I am atraid it 

will be pretty high and I think it should be made clear that there are 

two primary reasons tor doing it at t his time. 'lbe first is the matter 

or what has been gained in the way ot kn"'!'le~ge fran experience in the 

last two weeks<-- months . The other is the -- what shall I call it? -­

the progress of military events which inevitably, in the last few weeks, ' .. 
has brought the defense picture or the United States a l i ttle closer to 

. . 
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I do IIOt t hilllc there is BD7th1ng in particular that I oan se:r more 

about it. I think SteYe (Mr. Early) told you about a simile that I 

used this mOrning, which I think he told you about. It' there 1a a tire 

going on in a big oi ty, almost inert tably it 1a going to attect the ex-

pepdi tures ot the city in the following fiscal year, and it ma:r atteot 

evan the real estate values -- in othsr words , the tax collect ions in 

the following fiscal year. But the newspaper men and women who are 

coveri.ng the fire do not make the following year ' e budgets the lead of 

their stories. It i s a homely way of putting it that you oan ell under-

stand . 

This defense appropriation and contract authorization running to 

a large sum of money, of course it is going to be pai d for by the 

Government some day , but the main. thing to do i s to put the money to 

work at the present t ime. It can come, of course, out of taxes or it 

can come out of borrowings, or it can come out of a combination ot the 

two, but the im;portant thing is the national defense rather than t he 

next : year ' e method of payment. So I am SIJ8gesting, very gently, how 

I would wri te the lead. (Laughter) 

~ Mr. President , yesterday on the floor of the Senate there was consider-

able point made of the fact that we spent about six billion dollars on 

national defense in this Administration, and the question was raised 

whether we had got our money ' s worth out of it. What do you figure as 

t o that? Do you think there is ju~t criticism in that, or IIOt? 

mE PRESIDENT: Well , I will ask you what you think. 

~ What? 

'lllE PRESIDmT: I will ask you what you thilllc , 

~ I do not know: that is" why I Bill asking you • 

• 

' 
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'mE PRBSIDE.trr: Well, I hoped that 7011 would lalolr beo.auae 1t ..... ao pel'­

fectly obrtoua. In other words, these expend! tures han been tor two 

things primarily. one has been to keep ~p 1f1 th the expend1 turea i ll 

other countries 8.JIIl we have, as far as the best intormtion we could 

get , been spending the money for the same kind of military equ.ipment as 

other nations have been doing. We have felt that we were up to date in 

what we were doing. ot course that type of equipment coats a lot or 

money. 'lbllt was one thing -- t hat was to keep abr east or this race ot 

e.nemente that was forced on us and do it the same way that the military 

and naval experts all over the rest of the world were doing it . The 

other reason was that, beginning in 1 33 , we had to make up for a lot ot 

J.:ost time. In other words, as you know, the Navy bad had very, very 

l1 ttle money spent on it between nineteen hundred aDd -- the end of 

1921 and 1922, the Di sarmament Conference, and 1933. There was a great 

deal of replacement that Ju:d to be done, a great many gaps t hat had to 

be filled , and of course the Army was in exactly the same position. So 

we had, first of all, to ca tch up and, having caught up , we had to keep 

up. 

Practically all of these new expenditures are for needs that have 

been developed by the actual competitive methods of actual war -- the 

new things. 'lbe airplane that was appropriated for in 1935 at great 

cost, delivered, say, a year and a half or two years later, is today 

on the scrapheap . The Navy ships - - our ships are probably the equal 

of aey ships in the world, of all ships in the world, of every other 

navy -- you have to have certain other alterations made to them a.nd 

you have to have new ships of slightly different design because of the 

experiences of t he past few weeks , aDd that will be done in every navy • 

Those a re just the high spots. I think the rest or the story 

• I 
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speaks for itsel f • 

Q. Wi ll your Message deal solely w1 th appropriations or will i t requi r e eome 

·, authorizati~ns also? 

'lRE PRESIDENI': I suppose it will take some authorizations and, on the appro-

priations , it will take two things : it will t ake actual appropriations 

for the expenditure of money out of the Treasury in the fiscal year 1941 

and also the authorization to make an additional amount of contracts 

which would not hav~ to be paid for until the year 1942. 

Q. Mr . President, has there been aey revival of the discussion of t he need 

tor a two-ooean Navy , ~ i-n view of the 'German gains i n the ai r over the 

Britis h Fleet? 

THE PRESIDENl': Well , when you t al k about a two>-ocean Navy in regard to our 

naval d efens e, I don ' t know. I think it probabl y goes back to the days 

. of - - when did we f irst get California? 1847, wasn' t it? 

Q Yes, sir . 

'IRE PRE3IDENT: I n other words, it is an ent irely. outmoded conception of 

naval defense and it has been since about 1847 when we first a cquired 

California . I just never discuss two-ocean Navy in one way or the 

other because it is dumb t o talk of naval defense in t hose terms. 

Now, think t hat over , b~ (Mlss Crai g. ) 

Q. (Miss Craig) I just do not underst~ why it is not all right t o have a . 

~~notion~ Navy . 

'IRE PRESIDENT: Two-notion Navy. (Laughter) 

Well, of course you are supposed to have a Navy that will go Bl:ly-

wher e for national defense purposes and no human being can say where 

it will have to go nobody. 

Q Isn't i t .conceivable we may ha ve to split the Fl eet if something happ~ned 

out in the Netherlands ' Indies and then --



'lHE PR!SIDEN'l'l I am afraid that is a lsad1Dg question. 

Q. It would take ten years t o create another NaV7 like this one? 

~ PRESIDl!NT: Yes , Slid then ---· SUppose you got an attack from three 

angles instead· ot two and then you would have to han three naTies.. In 

oth~r words , it really, honestly, is a stupid conception that nobody 

who knows anythiDg about defense would ever use. Nobody has ever used 

that te:nn that knew anything about defense. 

Q. Mr, President, it we cannot have a two-ocean NaV1, would it be log1 cal to 

have two canals between the Atlanti~ a.Dd the Pacific? 

~ PRESIDENT: Personally, I wish we had ten canals because the lllOre col!ll!\lJli-

cations you have , which are capable of, more or less, of defense, the 

better it is . I wish there weren't any isthmus. I wish there were a 

big open space do?m there. 

Q. Mr. President, I do not"miDd seemi.ng dumb, but it we have two oceans wey 

wouldn't it be a good id11a to have two complete Navies, one for each? 

(Laughter) 

'lHE PR:ESIDENT: Well, because, May (Miss Craig), it is just exactly like 

Portland, Maine. It you break things down in those terms, we ought to 

have Navy ships at the mouth of every harbor to protect that harbor 

against any possible attack1llg for us because , you s ee, they might 

attack Portland, t~ne, and Boston, Massachusetts , at the same time. 

Now, woUldn ' t that be awful? You really ought to have two Navies, 
. ' 

Q. Well, I just do not think that is the same thing beoause you have got 

oceans --

THE PRESIDENT (interposing) : '!bat 1s what you oall reductio ad absurdum, 
.., I' 

Q What is the anslfer then, larger fleets of bomb1ng ·sh1ps? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: What? · 

Q. Vlhat is the answer then, flying fortresses? 

I 
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'mE FRESIDEN'l' : Now you are oomiDg down to the ol d relatinty buainea~. You 

haTe t o be complete and perf ect aa far u you oan be and a s fe.r aa you 

can afford t o be 1n eYery weapon of war. '!bat is what we were t allciDg 

about the ot her day, Pa (General Watson) in STery weapon of war. In 

ot her words, as I was saying to a couple of ths Chairmen (at the Hou~e 

and Senate) this afternoon -- now, you can ,use this i n t8l'DIB of an Bl'IIIT 

or 1n terms of a fleet -- in terms of an aX'JrG' , u· you haTe two equal 

armies in every weapon except one, let us say what , l i ght art illery? --

equal in heavy artillery, equal in machine guna , equal in infantry, 

equal in the air , the army that has no light artillery is going to be 

beaten by the aX'JrG' tha t has light artillery. ihe army that has no air-

planes is goi ng to be beaten by the 8X'IrG' that has airplanes. In the 

case of a fleet, the a~ (fleet) that has no battleships will be beaten 

by the tleet that has a lot of battleships. The tleet tl].at has , as a 

fleet , traveling with it, no submarines, t wo things being equal, the 

other fleet being equal, the fleet that has submarines is gping to beat 

the fleet w1 t hout the submarines . In the air , the neat that has planes 

is going to beat an equal fleet with no planes . It i s just a question 

of eq~i ty in every weapon of warfare. Right? It i s bard to understand 

but it is awfully simple. 

Q. Mr. President , there was a severe break on the New York Stock Exchange 

today and prices came tumb.ling down. Do we have any information that 

this break may have been the result in part ot operations abroad? 

'IBE PRESIDENI': Not that I .ow; you will have to ask the Treasury Department ' 
or the Federal Reserve. 

Q. Secr etary Bull said that Americans are being asked to leave Italy. Is 

there any special reason for that? 

'IBE PRE3IDENI': Not that I know Of . I told thEI!l a long time ago to get out 

I 
~----L---------~L-------·------------------------------------- !~ .. ~ .... 



.. 

#64.3 -- 'I 

of 'ezq place that they might be in dauger. 

Q. That does !lOt indicate we are expeotiug Ite.l7 to get i n? 

'1BE PRPSIDENr: No. 

,Q. Do you expect this request of yours to proloug the session of Congress? 

'1BE PRESIDJ!m': No, I see no special reason why it should . A.8 I said to the 
' 

Vice· President aDd the Speaker aDd the two Leaders yesterday marniug, 

aDd I think they all agreed with me , that when the Congress has com-

plated the legisla tion that ~s before it, the important legislation, 

there is no particular reason why they should stay in Was.hington because 

they have the knowledge, the very definite, certain knowledge, that in 

oase there was need for any certain legislation of eny kind, I would 

call them back immediately. If you will remember, last August there was 

a certain division of opinion a s to wh.ether there would be a world war 

or not and some at the people, I think Mrs. Rogers, wanted Congress to 

keep on staying all fall . I assured them that if anything happened and 

the war broke out, that I would call them together again and I did. at 

course I would do the same thing if they went home early in JUne and we 

had to have them back here on our hands this sUiliDer. 

Q. Would you renew your request to have the Leaders stay in town for consul-

tation? 

'JllE PRl!SIDENl': Oh, I will. Not in town but w1 thin easy reach. I would DOt 

keep t hem from campaigning -- it is all right. 

' Q. Mr. President, you said tha t expenditures would have to be met by taxes 

or by borrowing. Would you make aDY definite recommendation on increas-

ing the statutory debt limit? 

'JllE PRESIDENl' : No. 

Q. No r'ei:ommemation? 

'lHE PRESID:Em': No. 
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Q. Do rou th1Dlc 1 t 11 D.eoess81'1 at th1a aeaa1on to do that 1 Mr. Praa14at7 

'DIE PRESIDl!Nl': I thinlc 1 t 1s a completely minor detail. I hope thia IIIOD.ef 

will be appropriated and spent tor national dete111e and I am not fright­

tully interested in which we:r it is llltlt, either by borrowing or taxes. 

I th1Dlc 1 t is a minor detail because the OOYe~nt baa got to speD4 

the money auyway. 

Q. It was stated this morning that you bad informed the Iowa delegation that 

you had no intention or :running tor a third term. Rave you any oOI!aDeDt 

on that? 

'IHE PRESIDl!Nl': I don't rE~q~E~mber it . (Laughter) 

Q. '!hank you, 1\tt' , President. 

• 

• 
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Q. (Mr. Earl Godwin) Good morning. 

'lHE PRESIDENT: Why, hello, little stranger ; how are you? 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) HoW are you? 

THE PRESIDPNI': I have not seen you tor a long time. 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) I went trout fishing. 

THE PRESIDENT: ,Did you really? 

338 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) George Washington Nat1 onal. For est , over here in Reddish Knob, 

143 miles, ju.st beyond Harrisburg (PennsylTania) . 

THE PRESIDENT: Very good, w1 th all the dogwood out and everything. 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) It is great sturf that the CCC boys have done tor roads and 

everything else. 

THE PRESIDENT: And you didn't get al.l the trout? 

Q. (Mr.-. Godwin) I left a few there but , say, you ought to drive down there 

some day -- 143 miles . 

THE PRESID:ENT: I did not know there were any good roads. 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) Through the forest , just as good as in the back yard here. 

'!hat is ' one of the things they have done and they have not put it on 

the State road maps. You can go .for miles and on beauti.ful roads. You 

ought to try that. 

THE .PRESIDENT: Yes. Before the hoi polloi get in-- you and I -- (Laughter) 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) Yes, just so. (Laughter) 

Q. We have to. pay. 

THE PRESIDElfl': Damned right. Earl and I are going to get the first fish 
' 

and you boys can come in later. (Laughter) 

• 



' 

, 

., ' ""- 2 339 
Q, What 1s t he outlook on Hyde Park t h i s week'? 

'lK! PRESI Dl!NT: No, I em not goi ng to go . 

MR. DONALDSCif: . All 111. 

mE :PRESIDENT: I am not going away - - not goi ng to ~e Park t his week end. 

obviously, the tri p to dedi cate ev.-!'rything in the world (Laughter) i s 

probably orr. I guess that is about all • . 

Q, Means no western trip, Mr. President? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: I doubt i t very 1m1ch. I probably will be able , 8Qlletime dur-

i ng the summer, of course unless thing,s clear up , to go down ov«rn1gbt 
' 

lllld dedicate the Great Smoky Park , but that would be all. 

Q, !~ . President, the Secretary or War and Secretary of the Navy and head or 

the Maritime Commission have written to the Committee, th~ Senate Edu­

cation and Labor Committee, expressing their opposition to the pro-

posed labor act that is now under consideration on account of national 

def ense. They tear it might seriously impair national defense and the 

American Merchant Marine. I wondered if you have azvcomment you would 

care to make? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not because I did not know they bad 'll'ri tten and I have 

not read the bi ll . I will t ry to check up on it. 

~ Can you gl. ve us some 11gb t on what you will probably do w1 tb the hundred 

million dollar s that you bale requested in the bill'? . 
THE PRESIDENT: As I said before, probably the bulk will go to the increase 

ot production tor planes and for antiaircraft guns and for amm1ni tion 

to go with i t, over and above the amounts that are carried in the other 

appropriations. Then , of course, it should be perfectly obvious that 

there are a great manY. ~hinge that you cannot foresee at t he present 

time llJld put down in a line item. 

Well , I will give you an illustration: This particular t hing 

I 
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happens to be up today but suppose , for t he sake of argwD8Dt, it had 

not come up until ettdr Consress bad adjourn.ed -- there would be no 

moner to carry it out. It 1s UDder discussion at t he present time to 

oolllllission, that is to say, to take out of -- we had already taken t hem 
> 

from the category :~ these are the old destroyers, t hirty-five of the 

ol d World War destroyers , which are still out of commission; all the 

r est of them have been put in~ colllllission. SOme of ~he thirty-five\ 

-. 
maybe all of them, may , for natiolllll defense reasons , have to be co. 

missi oned. or course it costs a good deal of money to put a ship that 

has been out of commission a great many years, especially a Priority I II 

ship , which i s a ship that has been longest out of colllllission, i nto tull 

commission, Now,"'as I say, it so happens that thi s is coming up at t he 

present time while Congress is here but , suppose the question, the pro-

blem, had not come up until after Congress hnd adjourned? I would oot 

want to call Congress back to g1 ve me six million dollars to put these 

thirty- five destroyer s into full commission. I ought to have some 

leeway to do a thing of that kind, 

Well , I will give you another e:xemple that may come up: 'Ihere may 

be some orders for machine tools later on t his sUillner vj.hich have been 

placed by other citizens of other nations, -pr ivate orders, with American 

manufacturers . Later on this summer it may be advisable, because of a 

bottleneck on machine t ools, for us to say to the manufacturers , MWe 

want to buy those. We are awfully sorry but we need them for national 

defense purposes ." And the manufacturers would turn them over to us 

because they have, there are, on practically all orders of that kind , 

there are clauses in the contract which would allow the manufacturer s 

to sell to the Government for the s81Jle price as you would get from the 

foreign order. Now, thing&· of that ldnd may come up dur ing the sulDJier • 
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ll'nrthermore, I 8111 going baolt to the question of planes 8114 ant1a11'0ratt 

guns and lliiiiiWii ti on, we are working at the present time on s neral differ­

ent types , methods, by which additi onal facilities , plants and machine 

tools will be paid for. VIe ho,Pe that priTate capital will put up as 

much as possi ble and they may be able to get the RFC to help on financing 

new plants , ~ut still , over and aboTe that, there m y be some need ot 

, some cash and the hundred million dollars ought to be available to mice - . 
t he wheels turn to get things done far increased production of all kinde 

and tor items such as I have mentioned: putting out-o~-comm1esion 

destroyers into commission, buying machine tools that are on foreign 

orders , things of tha t kind, No human being can anticipate all of those 

items ahead of time . There will be new situatiomwhich will have to be 

met, 

~ Mr. President, is .this comparable to the 150 million dollars that President 

'\ 
Woodrow Wi lson got in 1917 and 1918 and wbioh was a purely di scretionary 

· e.moun'(;, as I Ullderstand it? 

'lHE PRE3IDmT: I think so , Pete (Mr. Brandt); I think so, 

• \Q. (Mr. Brandt) As I recall it, that was never accounted for , (Laughter) 

'DlE PRESIDENT: Was t hat why you asked the question? Can' t you say , "Yes"? 

(Laughter) 

I will tell you what I will do . I will tell you what I will do 

1f I get it, You would be willing to s erve the GoTernment for a dollar 

a year in addi t1on to your present job? 

Q. (Mr', Brandt) Yes. 

'lHE PRESIDENT : All right , I will make you a committee -- the chairman, i n 
• 

fact, of a committee of three to attend to the accounting of this 

hundred million dollars. (Laughter) Ul right, Now, that is a bargain, 

It will -- it will take a 11 ttle work every day. 
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~ Mr. President, someone in Congress spoke of these two i tema as "blllllll: 

check" i terms. There -s another in there or 186 million dollare --

'mE FRJ!SIDENT (interposing): ~at is the authorization. 

~ Has that the same explanation? 

'!BE PRESIDFNT: 'l'he. same, yes. ~e difference between the ~propriation am 
· the authorization is that the authorization allows one to make oblige.• 

tiona tor which t'here would be no money paid cut of the Treasury until 

later on. 

~ I understand that , sir, but I think .the p revious question was the hundred 

million dollars. 

'!BE PRESIIII!NT: ~at was appropriation. 

~ And, Mr.. President, part of it goes to train airplane pilots? 

'lHE PRESIDmT: Yes, it necessary , if the other part, the line item, is DOt 

enough, we 11111 be able to use part of the hundred million dollars to 

train additional pilots. 

~ Can you give U.S ·any idea of how you plan to handle the expansion of airplane 

production facilities? Will that be done by the Government building 

standby plans? 

THE PRESIDml' : Well, we have been getting that all -- oh, I suppose there is, 

we might say, a constant conference going on with the lllBliUtaoturers a t 

the present time. 

Q. Ur. Presidant , in meeting the productivity needs of all 'defense IIJ!.terials, 

.et. cetera, is it Y.our thought to use a part or this money to ~il4 

Government owned and operated plants or merely --

'lHE PRESIDENT (interposing): No OoTBrnmen~ operated plants. 

Q. Government owned but not Govermnent operated? 

THE PRESIDENT: Ma1be; in other words, that is a question to be taken Up with 
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~ With whom? 

'1HE PRESIDENT: With the l!el~Ufaeturers. In some cases they 110uld rather DOt 

put their own money up; they would rather not borrow the money from the 

Government and take the title to the plant. In some eases they would ... 
rather the Government kept the title .and they run it. 

' . 
~ Would you consider expanding the You:th Administration work experience 

school as a feeder for the W?rkmen we are going to need tor this pro­

gram? Where a re . we goillg to get the workmen? 

THE-PRESIDENl': We han got to do a lot or training ar workmen through all 
'-

· jdnds of methods -- halt a dozen different methods - the NYA among them. 

Q. (Mt'. Godwin) 'Dlere seems to be a suspicion that the entire program, the 

two billion dollars, the regular appropriation and this extra national 

defense, is too much far -the present machinery of the country and that 

it c!Uifot __,digest the thing w1 thout something very drastic in the way ot 

expansion. I think you know wha t I am talking about. Can you explain 

that or is it worth while e:q>laining? 

THE PRESIDENT: I suppose, Earl (Mt'. Godwin) I think I know what you mean. 

If people say that we cannot d~ this, they might just as well not do it 

at all and we might just as well not have !l-D;Y defense because -- suppose 

there were a definite, concrete, immediate threat or attack on us: We 

would probably have to expand infinitely more than this program. Now, 

it we cannot do this program 9f a billion dollars more in time ar peace , 

obviously we could not do a five billion dollar program in the face or 

a concrete, immediate threat. 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) Yes. 

mE PRESIDENT: And, anybody that says that, t hey might just as well advocate 

no nat-ional' defense at all on t he grounds that the country could not 
1' • 

·. 
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bendle it- it woul4 be too big. 

~ Mr. President, i n that oonneotion the oil induetr,' ie quite oonoerud over 

what will be e;q>eoted. ot tham in prortdi.ng aT1at1on gasoline beoauee 

present producti ve capaci ty i s ~ot capable of producing what will be 

required by these 50 ,000 planes and the subsequent: air fleet. Have you 

~ plane along tha t llne at this time? 

'1HE PRFSim:NT: I do not lcnow. 'lhat is one ot the things that 1s under stud)-. 

I should doubt very much it the program should be stopped on the as8UIIIp-

t1on that we could not provide the gasoline. I think we can proTide 

gasoline. 

Q Are you going to accumulate stock piles ot aviation gasoline? 

'1HE PRESIDEN?: - 'lhat is a thing they are studying at the present time. I 

can tell you this, that the preliminary study shows that we do need more 

standby cracking capacity -- I think that is What they call it - but 

that we do not need very much more storage. 

Q You do not need •much more storage? 

'IRE PRE3ID:ENT: No, probably not, but more cracking tao1li ti es. 

Q. Do your plans contemplate protection for those refineries on the Coast , 

which produce this and where one.bomb would di slocate production ot a 

lot ot aviation gasoline? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, obviously • 

Q. You would? • 

'1HE PRESIDENT: Yes , just like all sor.ts ot other critical poiDts. 

Q. There is considerable discussion ot the bottleneck in the NaT.Y Department 
• 

and the War Department, discussion ot the tact that there will be a 

distinct shortage ot skilled labor which ~uld be needed in t his kind 

ot program, and there has been some discussion ot the 40-hour and 32-hour 

week at the Navy Yard, et cetera, which are handicapped because you 

• 



• 
hann•t a eeoo%14 sh1tt ot eldlled labor t o put on' 

'l'HE PRESIDENI' : We do need a lot more ald.lled labor, J'uet as I said betore, 

we have got to develop a%14 trai n more eldlled labor and ther e 'fill be 

some ld%14 of recommendation on i t to the Congr ess. 

q ~ prospect of suspending the 40-hour week:? 

'lJlE PRESIDENT: • I do not know but we probably need some legislation. 

Q. ~. Prellident, there have been some reports that Colonel Frank Knox might 

come into the Administration in eome w~, shape or form. Di d you cover 

that yesterd~? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: No, we talked about the temper of the ooontry. 

Q In connection with industrial mobilization plants, do you contempl ate any 

appointments to head up that work in the nature of EJ:ecuti ve Assistants 

to the President . 

THE PRESID:E:n': 'Dlare will have_to be - - I do not know; I cannot be specific 

yet as to vmat the titles will be but undoubtedly there will have to be 

some people brought in to help us. 

q Do you contemplate anybody in particular at this time? 

'!BE PRESlDENT: No. 

~ For background purposes , can you tell us some of the t hings you are dis­

cussing w1 th priva te airplane manufacturers? 

'IRE PRESIDJ!NT: I suppose the easi est w~ to put it is just increased pro­

duction, because that covers all ldnds of things. What have you in mind? 

q Is the meeting going on now, sir? 

'lHE PRESIDENI' : I suppose so. There are two or three of thEIII - - three or 

four of them. 

Q. Do you see any illllledia te need - - putting i t ·another w~, the increased 

pr oduction up to the point you spoke of , 50 ,000 planes a year, iS" pretty 

large . Is that in sight w1 thin six months or a year? 



' 

'lBI PRIBIIIIM': I th1Dk you had better not uk that qu•Uoa ,.t, :Dlrl (Ill'. 

Godwin). I would hate to tie rrqaelt d01111. 
' 

Probably in the oourae ot 

two or three weeks we would have some idea ot it. 

Q. Moat ot the air"?lane JD!lllutacturill8 plants at present are located on one 

. 
or the other seacoast --

'IHE PBESIDM' (interpoaiJl8): Yea, that is one of the thill8s, a very impor-

tant matter, that is beiJ18 discussed at the present time. It you were 

a JD!lllufacturer or I were a manufacturer, obTioualy I would prefer to 

add to rrq exist1Jl8 plant, it I had the acreage to put it on, because I 

woul~ have everything right together. In other words , from the point 
' 

ot Tiew -- from rrq point of view as a manager at a plant, I would r ather 

have it all together. But the Gover!111181lt says to me, "H-m-m-m, we 

doubt very much whether you ought to put more production close to either 

seaboard and therefore we would ImJ.ch prefer to have you go out aolii8Wbere 

between the Alleghenies and the Rockies. " Well , it i s hUJD!lll nature . that 

tbey should say, "No, I ' d rather stay right here and add to rrq plant 

-
right here," So, one ot the things we are going to do as ImJ.ch as we 

can on new production is to put it between mountains, 

Q. Would that gp tor gasoline too , as tar as practical, to the refineries on 

the Gulf or seacoast? 

'IRE PRESIDmT: Frankly, I do not know. 

Q. Mr. President, the Budget Bureau has turned down a bill for the extension 

ot the Northeast Naval Air Base. It is an authorization, Have you all7-

th1ng in m1na to speed up construction of air bases? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: The reason that was turned down was that that would be a .. 
permanent bass, with steel and brick and concrete bu1ldill8a and it 110uld 

taka a 10118 time to build and cost an awful lot ot money, 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President , 
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mB PRBSIDIBl's Well, look --

Q (interposing) Yr. President -­

mB FRESI.DJ:NT (interposing): Yes? 

ltM - 10 
~47 

Q In aBlcing tor this defense program, do you want that to take preoedenoe 

over the relief bill wbioh is now pending? 

'lHE PR!SIDENT: Tbe.t is wbJ' I said, "Wait a m1Dnte," I want to talk about 

relief, Ot course relief bas got to l!1> tbrougb just as 100n as 1t 

possibly can, because we are approaching the first of J"uly 8lld, while 

I IIlli not fllllliliar w1 tb all the proTisiona ot the bill or the m1nor1 ty 

~ report in the House, I t hink there are certain principles that ought 

to be made perfectly clear. I do not think the country oan &.rford to 

cut more people ott raliet this 8\lJitDer or next tall, We are taking 

care of only a percentage - - by no means a hundred per cent -- of needy 

families , We are just not doing it - - we are not giving them work. 

Personal~y, I would like to see the amount increased so that we could 

take care ot all needy families. For anyone to say that by eartDB.rldng 

relief, that it will give just as much employment as the present methods, 

it just does not hold water because it is not true, In other words, 

the Public Works' process ot providing jobs does not provide nearly as 

many jobs for the actual individual families on relief as the WPA does, 

We have -- I would like the people to think about it in this ~: 

analyze just a figure - - oh, let us call it what?-- a million, eight 

hundred thousand dollars, depending on what period of the year we are 

taking. It lii8Y be a million, five hundred thousand or it lii8Y be two 

million, That i s not just a figure , They represent ind1 vidual people 

w1 th names, EYery one ot those people bas got a naDia, he lives in a 
~ 

plll'tioular place, he 18 working at the present time on a d,etinite project 

and he is getting so much a month for working, All right, Now, it , 1D 
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place of that, the Ooagreaa •117•• "A hUJidred miles awar •• are 801:11& to 

put in an earmarlced project to coutnct a new d8111 or a n• achoolh01l8e 

or eometh1q of that ldJid," in the original place there are a huDdred 

people on relief. Do you suppose they will all be tii!Plored on that pro-

ject? Of course not. 

No. 2, on earmarked projects, in other words the PWA method, a V.rT 

1111ch larger proportion of the money out of the Treasury goes to Dllterial.e 

which will come from the mines !llld the forests and the br1cll:1arde !llld 

the cement works and the steel factories, and automatically, for the 

881118 amount of money,. it decreases the present list of human beings who 

are engaged on local WPA projects, with the net result that 1t' you ear-

mark or 1f you curtail the present scale of relief, you are goiq to heve 

a very large number of people, with nemes, who live 1n a g1 ven place , and 

who are 1n need, thrown out of work. 

Well, exactly the same wey, this defense program: it will put 

people to work, of course. Suppose, for the sake of argument, thet it 

gives a lot =re employment in the steel towns: how does that take 

care of the people on relief in Watertown, New York? Or in Manchester, 

Georgia? Of course it does not. It will increase employment, yes, but 

it does not mean that these people with individual families and indi-

vidual nemes and individual localities are going to be given work be-

cause or the mere fact of spend.ing more money on defense. Yes 1 it is 
'< 

going to give work, a great deal more wark, but it is not going to 

handle all of those people on WPA any more than earmarking is Eloing to 

do it. 

Also, there i s another great danger : I don• t miud pointing out 

that 1f the Congress starts to earmark money that goes for relief, you 

are going to make the relief legislation merely another pork barrel. 
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' 
EYU'J'tlody ·a going to try to get a project tor their 418Vict. :IW'C')' 

l1 ttle group is going to tey to get something tor them. 1he .Yeociati on 

ot General Contrators is going to get juat as J1111J17 earmarked projects 

out ot that bill as they poseibly can. 'lllbTl Beoaua~ thq are juat 1111:1 
• 

most people, inclu41J18 oureelTee. 1hey are selfieh. 1hey want more . 
jobe for the contractors. But a contracted job doee not take care ot 

theee individual people, individual tamil1ee, individual D.8111eS and . 
individual localities who, today, are in need... It throws thEI!l ott. so 

there you are. 
: 

MR. BELAIR: 1hank you, Mr. President. 

Q. Mr. President, would you care to elaborate any further on the Northeast . 

Air Base, dropping work there and not pursu1D8 it any further? 

'1HE PRESIDENT: · We are not start1JI8 on it this year because it ie a permanent 

th1J18. It takes a long time to build and they want some tin sheds up 

there. That is it. 

Q. We can't handle more news • 

' 
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